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WASHINGTON: When Melissa Mayeux first
took the field, she wasn’t looking to make
baseball history. She was just following her
older brother.

Now the 16-year-old shortstop from
France is generating major league buzz in
baseball circles as a prospect who could
become the first female MLB player ever.

Mayeux plays on France’s under-18 jun-
ior national baseball team and last month
became the first female ever to be placed
on Major League Baseball’s international
registration list, making her eligible to sign
a contract with any of the 30 big league
teams in the sport called “America’s pas-
time.”

“I’ve received a lot of messages from
many girls who play baseball across the
world and who told me that I had become

their new idol,” Mayeux told Reuters in a
recent interview.

Prospects typically are placed on the
international list at Major League Baseball-
sanctioned events after verifying their
dates of birth and citizenship. While any-
one can be placed on the list, only those
who have the potential to be signed are
generally registered.

“Personally I  stil l  can’t believe it,”
Mayeux said via telephone from the Czech
Republic, where she was representing
France in the Under-18 European champi-
onship.

“All that’s happening is a result of my
name being put on that list. For now, (my
life) is a bit complicated,” she added with a
laugh. Steve Finley, a two-time All-Star
who played 19 years in the major leagues,

has worked with Mayeux in MLB-spon-
sored camps in Europe. He said that while
it’s premature and unreasonable to predict
Mayeux will be the first woman to suit up
in the big leagues, the fact that she was
even put on the list shows how much
promise she holds.

“It’s unfair for anyone to get that label,”
Finley said.  “She’s a girl, playing very well
in a male-dominated sport. I tip my hat to
her for doing what she’s doing. I think it’s
fantastic. And let me add, she holds her
own at the camp.”

‘INCREDIBLY COACHABLE’
Finley said Mayeux is “incredibly coach-

able,” adding that “she’s taken everything
we’ve told her and applied it to her swing.”

MLB Director of International Game

Development Mike McClellan, who has
watched Mayeux play for several years,
calls her “a very composed player, some-
one we say has ‘great action.’”

At a tournament near Barcelona in
April, McClellan saw her rip a single off a
19-year-old pitcher who was throwing at
91 mph (146 kmh).

“The next at-bat he hits her in the ear-
hole of her helmet,” McClellan said. “She
threw her bat on the ground and stared
him down on her way to first. I love that. It
was great.”

Mayeux, also a member of France’s sen-
ior national softball team, is following in
the footsteps of her 18-year-old brother
Dylan, who currently plays for France’s
under-19 national baseball squad.

She could make France’s 25-player ros-

ter for the 2017 World Baseball Classic, an
international baseball tournament featur-
ing major league-level players. Or, if big-
league clubs choose not to sign her, she
could play for an American university.

Mayeux said she has been playing for
so long with the same group that she is
“thought of as a boy on the field,” so there
have been few problems with her male
counterparts. “I want to play at the highest
level that will suit my skills,” said Mayeux,
who took to baseball at age 3. “I want to go
as far as possible.”

M c C l e l l a n  s a i d  h e’s  i m p re s s e d,
regardless of where Mayeux ultimately
takes the field. “When you see her play,
your eyes are drawn to her,” he said.
“She just  does ever ything the r ight
way.” —Reuters

MLB takes notice of 16-year-old French girls

LONDON: Usain Bolt of Jamaica (centre) wins the men’s 100m final during the Diamond League athletics meeting at the Olympic Stadium. —AP

LONDON: Usain Bolt answered questions over
his fitness ahead of the world championships
with a season’s best of 9.87 seconds in the 100
metres with a workmanlike performance at the
London Anniversary Games on Friday.

With just under a month to go before he
defends his world 100 and 200 titles in Beijing,
the Jamaican showed he had recovered from a
pelvic injury that has disrupted his season,
although he was left with plenty to ponder in the
rain-lashed capital.

The world’s fastest man shook off the rust

from his layoff this was his first 100 for over three
months and first competitive race since mid-
June-to win his heat and the final in the same
time, putting him equal sixth in the world this
year.

But he had to eat up the ground in the sec-
ond half of both races, winning the final by
three-hundredths of a second ahead of
American Mike Rodgers (9.90) and fellow
Jamaican Kemar Bailey-Cole (9.92). “In the final I
got a really bad start, I kind of lost focus but I got
it back,” Bolt told reporters after a routine lap of

honour by his own showman standards. “I know I
could have gone faster if I had just got my start.”

Asked about his fitness, Bolt added: “I’m good.
I may go to see the doctor to make sure every-
thing is fine but I’m feeling good. I’m still number
one, I’ve never been number two.”

Bolt gave Mo Farah a hug as he left the track,
leaving the Briton to take centre stage and con-
jure memories of his 2012 Olympic triumphs in
the same stadium.

Farah has been dogged by the doping allega-
tions surrounding his coach Alberto Salazar but

received a huge ovation before and after win-
ning the 3,000 metres in 7:34.66, the fastest time
in the world this year.

Farah, who has not been accused of any
wrongdoing, imitated the ‘Lightning Bolt’ pose of
the Jamaican and told reporters:

“You can only do what you do best and that,
for me, is running.” On a night when the soaking
conditions made fast times difficult, American
former world champion Jason Richardson took
the 110 metres hurdles spoils in 13.19 seconds.

Olympic champion and world record holder

American Aries Merritt could only finish fourth,
while Cuban Orlando Ortega, the fastest in the
world this year, was fifth.

Jasmin Stowers, who will not compete in
Beijing after missing selection, led home an
American 1-2-3 in the women’s 100m hurdles,
winning comfortably in 12.47 seconds ahead of
Dawn Harper-Nelson (12.64) and world champi-
on Brianna Rollins (12.65).

The grim conditions for competitors were
underlined when the pole vault competition was
postponed until late yesterday.—Reuters

Bolt answers doubts with season’s best

LONDON: Kenya’s Eunice Jepkoech Sun, wins the 800 metre event ahead of second placed Sifan Hassan of Netherlands (centre left) on day two
of the Diamond League athletics meeting at the Olympic Stadium in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. —AP

Amos tames Rudisha 
in 800m showdown

LONDON: Botswana’s Nijel Amos laid down a
marker ahead of next month’s world champi-
onships by winning a highly-anticipated 800
metres showdown with Kenyan Olympic champi-
on David Rudisha at the Anniversary Games yes-
terday.

The unorthodox 21-year-old Amos, who also
beat Rudisha in Lausanne this month, clocked a
time of 1:44.57 following a strong surge down the
home straight.

Returning to the Olympic Stadium where he set
the world record in 2012 — described as the great-
est 800 metres race ever-Rudisha, still recovering
from injury, finished second in 1:44.67.

“Every race I’m running with him (Rudisha) is a
good race,” Amos told reporters. “I used to watch
his videos as a youth so it’s a dream come true. “I’m
going home now for three weeks of training ahead
of the world championships.”

Rudisha, 26, was given a rousing reception on

the start line but is clearly not back to his stunning
best, finishing nearly four seconds off his world
record pace. “It’s really nice when we are racing
with these guys because we have a lot of respect
and love competing with each other,” Rudisha said.
“I have a lot of good memories for this track where
I set the world record. There’s still a few weeks until
the world championships. I’m building my mileage
and my speed is okay.” Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson
left a strong field floundering in her wake as she
cantered to victory in the 200 metres in a time of
22.10 — over two tenths of a second ahead of sec-
ond-placed Tori Bowie. Olympic 400 metres cham-
pion Sanya Richards-Ross of the United States and
Britain’s heptathlon Olympic champion Jessica
Ennis-Hill finished sixth and eighth respectively.

Briton Greg Rutherford, who won 2012 Olympic
long jump gold on ‘Super Saturday’ alongside
Ennis-Hill and Mo Farah, failed to revive memories
of his triumph, finishing third behind Marquis

Dendy and Zarck Visser.
French Olympic champion and world record

holder Renaud Lavillenie won the pole vault, post-
poned from Friday due to adverse weather condi-
tions, with a superb jump of 6.03 metres.

Britain won the men’s 4 x 100 metres relay in a
thrilling finish ahead of fast-finishing France
before Netherlands Dafne Schippers capped the
action winning the 100 metres, setting a new
national record in the process.

Jamaican Usain Bolt answered questions about
his form and fitness on Friday ahead of the world
Championships with a solid but unspectacular
season’s best of 9.87 seconds to win the 100
metres.

Farah, running after recent doping allegations
centred around his coach Alberto Salazar, rekin-
dled memories of his double Olympic triumph in
2012 by clocking 7:34.66, the fastest time of the
year, to win the 3,000 metres.—Reuters

E-Sports League to 
begin random tests

LOS ANGELES: Drug testing is coming to
e-sports. The Electronic Sports League said
it will begin randomly drug testing players
at its competitive video game tourna-
ments. The e-sports organization plans to
work with the World Anti-Doping Agency
to create and enforce rules surrounding the
use of performance-enhancing drugs. “The
growing visibility and popularity of e-
sports, as well as increasing prize pools,
make it not only more tempting for teams
and players to break the rules, but also
more damaging to our sport as a whole
when they do,” the organization said in a
statement. The announcement came after a
competitive video game player said in a
YouTube video posted last week that he
and his team used the drug Adderall dur-

ing an ESL tournament in March where
players competed for $250,000 in prize
money.

The Cologne, Germany-based organiza-
tion said the random drug tests would
begin at its ESL One Cologne tournament in
August. Previously, ESL prohibited the use
of drugs, alcohol and other performance
enhancers but didn’t test for doping. Other
e-sports organizations, such as Major
League Gaming, have similarly prohibited
but not tested for doping. The ESL was
founded in 1997 and is the largest e-sports
league with more than 5 million registered
players. Over the past 10 years, e-sports has
evolved from a niche genre of gaming to a
lucrative sport that draws tens of millions of
spectators both online and in person.—AP  

US defeat Japan 23-18 
in Pacific Nations Cup

SACRAMENTO: The United States posted a
confidence-boosting 23-18 win over Japan
in the Pacific Nations Cup rugby tourna-
ment in Sacramento on Friday.

Less than three months before the same
two teams clash at the World Cup, where
they are in the same group, the U.S.  sur-
vived late pressure to record their first win
of the tournament.

Japan were threatening to score a late
try until  New Zealand-born Mick
Broadhurst received a yellow card for his
adopted country. The US were beaten in
their opening match by Samoa, who
retained their unbeaten record on Friday
when they drew 30-30 with Fiji, who also
remain unbeaten after two matches.

Samoa overcame a 17-point deficit in

the second half, and Patrick Faapale struck
a late-gasp penalty to level the scores.

In the other Friday match, Tonga posted
their first victory when they overcame a
slow start to beat Canada 28-18 in a match
played at Burnaby in suburban Vancouver.

Canada led 15-3 in the first half but were
swamped soon after to slump to their sec-
ond consecutive defeat. The tournament
format divides the teams into two pools.
Japan, Samoa and Tonga are in pool one,
with Fiji, United States and Canada in pool
two. Each team plays the three teams in the
other pool, before the two teams with the
best record advance to the final. The last
pool matches will be played in Toronto on
Wednesday, with the final on August 3 in
suburban Vancouver.—Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s Cornal Hendricks (left) avoids a tackle from New Zealand
Lima Sopoaga (right) during their Rugby Championship test match yesterday. —AP


