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TORONTO: Colombia’s Jhon E Rodriguez Quevedo (right) falls as he clashes with Yeisser Ramirez of the US in a
men’s epee team semifinals, in fencing competition at the Pan Am Games. —AP

ONTARIO: Cuba’s Yasnier Toledo (right) takes a punch from Canada’s Arthur Biyarslanov in the first round of the
men’s light welterweight gold medal boxing bout at the Pan Am Games. —AP

TORONTO: Canadian sprinting sensation
Andre De Grasse won his second Pan
American Games gold medal in three days
but it was the United States that dominated
the athletics competition on Friday. De
Grasse, two days removed from winning the
marquee men’s 100 metres final, delivered a
stellar performance in the 200m final as he
crossed in 19.88 seconds to break his own
national record and set a Pan Am Games
mark.

“Last night all I needed was some rest.
Once I got the rest, and I woke up this
morning, I felt great,” said De Grasse. “I can’t
believe I did it. Somehow I just managed to
pull it off.  I’m really happy about this.” While
De Grasse delivered yet another sprinting
title for the host nation, it was the United

States who stole the show in athletics as
they won four out of the nine gold medals
handed out on Friday.

American world champion David Oliver,
who took a pass on a more prestigious
Diamond League meet in London to com-
pete in his first Pan Am Games, won the
men’s 110m hurdles final, but not before
having to run the distance twice.

Oliver did not hear the officials call a false
start on Cuba’s Yordan O’Farrill and so
sprinted full-out to the finish line along with
another runner, only to wait 30-minutes
before doing it all over again.

In his second attempt, the 2008 Olympic
bronze medallist smashed the Pan Am
Games record, which he had set as a goal,
with a time of 13.07 seconds.

“I am used to doing repeat 110’s at prac-
tice, so I said ‘it would be like training’ and
stayed focused,” said Oliver. “When they said
we had to go again, I was like ‘alright, let’s
just strap it up and let’s get ready to rock!”

The United States also captured athletics
gold medals in the women’s 200m, men’s
1,500m and women’s 3,000m steeplechase.

With two days left in the multi-sport
competition featuring countries from North
America, Latin America, South America and
the Caribbean, the United States strength-
ened their lead atop the medals table with
93 gold and 240 overall. Canada are second
with 72 gold and 195 overall.

In women’s softball, the seven-times
defending champion United States beat
Canada 5-2 to reach yesterday’s gold medal

game where they will face three-times run-
ner-up Puerto Rico, a 12-2 winner over
Brazil. The United States’ women’s field
hockey team defeated Argentina 2-1 in a
gold medal clash between two teams that
are headed to the 2016 Rio Olympics.

An automatic Rio berth was on offer for
the winner of the women’s field hockey
competition but since Argentina had
already qualified, the United States were
assured a ticket just for reaching the final.
Argentina’s women’s handball team fell 25-
20 to Brazil in their gold medal match but
still qualified for Rio after securing a spot in
the final against the Olympic hosts.

In men’s basketball,  hosts Canada
stunned the United States 111-108 in over-
time to reach Saturday’s gold medal game,

where they will play Brazil, who beat the
Dominican Republic 68-62 in the earlier
semi-final.

The day got off to a rocky start as news
surfaced that a member of Brazil’s silver
medal-winning men’s water polo team is
wanted by Toronto police on a warrant for
sexual assault.

An arrest warrant has been issued for 27-
year-old Thye Mattos Ventura Bezerra, the
team’s substitute goalkeeper, after a woman
was allegedly sexually assaulted while she
was sleeping in her residence, according to
police.

“ There could be other victims,” Sex
Crimes Inspector Joanna Beaven-Desjardins
told a news conference. “That’s why his pic-
ture is out in the public.” —Reuters

Canadian wins, US dominate Games

OAKVILLE: Chad Campbell claimed
the halfway lead at the RBC Canadian
Open with a near course-record per-
formance on Friday.

The American, winless on the PGA
Tour since 2007, missed a six-foot
birdie putt on his closing hole for a
nine-under 63 to tie the Glen Abbey
course record set by Leonard
Thompson in 1981 and matched by
Andy Bean in 1983 and Greg Norman
in 1986.

The bogey free round pushed the
Texan’s 36-hole total to 14-under, two
shots in front of American Brian
Harman and three shots ahead of
Canadian David Hearn and American
Johnson Wagner.

Australian Jason Day was fifth at
10-under after a 66, while two-time
Masters champ Bubba Watson played
himself into the picture with a 67. He
sits in a three-way tie at nine-under
with fellow Americans Erik Compton
and Eric Axley.

“I played solid all day,” Campbell
said. “I was able to make some putts
and made a couple long ones out
there. So that ’s always nice. The
course is playing really fast. You can
get opportunities if you get the ball
on the fairway, and the par-5s are
reachable.”

Campbell made birdies at each of
Glen Abbey’s four par-5s, including
three two-putt birdies. The four-time
PGA Tour winner has only had three
top-10 showings in the last three
years. He has dropped to 261st in the
world rankings.

“I’ve been a little better this year
than the last couple years,” said
Campbell, who lost in a three-way
playoff to eventual winner Angel
Cabrera and Kenny Perry at the 2009
Masters.

“It’s been a struggle the last few
years, so I definitely feel like I’m head-
ing in the right direction with a little
better play.” Harman was good for a
five-under 67 on Friday, while Hearn
enjoyed a fine 64 in front of the parti-
san crowd. Wagner carded a six-
under 66.

“It will be pretty busy tomorrow
having a late tee time,” said Hearn,
who is trying to become the first
Canadian to win the tournament
since Pat Fletcher in 1954. —Reuters

Campbell leads Canadian Open

BERLIN: Global metropolis Beijing will
go head-to-head with the little-known
Kazakh city of Almaty for the right to
host the 2022 winter Olympics when the
International Olympic Committee elects
the winner at its session in Malaysia next
week.

Beijing, which hosted the 2008 sum-
mer Games, is looking to become the
first city to be awarded both summer
and winter editions of the world’s
biggest multi-sports event.

Victory for Beijing would also mean
that Asia would host three consecutive
Olympics after the 2018 winter Games in
Pyeongchang in South Korea and
Tokyo’s 2020 summer Olympics.

A clear frontrunner in the race with
even Almaty consultants admitting their
bid is the underdog, Beijing banks on its
2008 Olympic experience to convince
the 100-plus IOC members in Kuala
Lumpur on July 31. “We are competing
against a very formidable Beijing. To be
honest, we’re considered a long shot. An
underdog,” Almaty consultant Terrence
Burns wrote in his blog this week.

State-of-the-art venues, including
the iconic Bird’s Nest stadium, will be
used, easing any concerns about pre-
paredness, with China’s economic clout
further boosting its chances.

Yet not all is working in Beijing’s
favour, including the fact that sliding
and skiing events are to be staged in
two mountain sites 74 and 180 kilome-
tres away respectively.

China will also be counting on snow-
making machines as it cannot guarantee
sufficient snow. Almaty narrowed the
gap in June, scoring points during a
presentation to the IOC with their “keep-
ing it real” slogan and images of the
towering Thien Shan mountains sur-
rounding the city, which was a former
Soviet winter sports hub, and plenty of
fresh natural snow available.

WINTER FEEL
It is that winter sports atmosphere

and the compactness of the bid with
everything in a 35-km radius that
Almaty has played up, with Beijing offer-
ing technical excellence but lacking the
feel of a traditional snow-covered winter
sports destination.

Yet Kazakhstan’s strong dependence
on oil sales for revenues is providing the

organisation with some financial risk
depending on international prices, the
IOC’s evaluation report noted in June.

“You could see a clear focus in both
bids on sustainability and affordability,”
IOC President Thomas Bach said last
month.  “Both cities had different
approaches and are starting from differ-
ent points.”

“Almaty plans to develop a traditional
winter sports centre, and leave the last-
ing legacy of transforming the region.
Beijing showed excellent use of the
2008 legacy, and also plans to create a
sporting legacy by giving more than 300
million Chinese access to winter sports.”

Beijing has been hit by several sus-
pected corruption cases with a deputy
sports minister and Zhou Benshun, cur-
rently the top official in the northern
province of Hebei, which is planned to
host some sports in the town of
Zhangjiakou, under investigation. Both
attended Beijing 2022 bid committee
meetings in the past.

AGENDA 2020
With the bidding process hit by four

withdrawals, including Oslo and
Stockholm, over financial concerns or
lack of domestic support, the IOC voted
in reforms under its Agenda 2020 last
year to make bidding more attractive
while also reducing the Games costs to
reignite interest.

Almaty and Beijing say they have ful-
ly updated their plans to fit into Agenda
2020 by making their bid more sustain-
able and efficient, using existing venues
and keeping costs as low as possible.

Neither, however, seems able to put
an end to criticism of their governments’
human rights records with some rights
groups urging the IOC not to award the
Games to Beijing after the 2008 Games
failed, as they claim, to mark any
improvement in human rights in China.

Kazakhstan has been accused of
media restrictions and doing little to
stop violence and discrimination against
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people.

“Whether China or Kazakhstan wins
the honor ... the IOC will face an extreme
test of its new commitment to improve
human rights protections,” Minky
Worden, Human Rights Watch director,
said this month. —Reuters

Almaty out to upset

mighty Beijing

MICHIGAN: Lexi Thompson took advantage
of ideal morning conditions with a red-hot
start as she charged into a share of the lead in
the second round of the Meijer LPGA Classic
in Grand Rapids, Michigan on Friday.

The 20-year-old American birdied six of her
first eight holes in dazzling sunshine on the
way to a bogey-free, seven-under-par 64 at
Blythefield Country Club for a nine-under
total of 133.

Thompson, who won her first major title at

last year’s Kraft Nabisco Championship, held
the clubhouse lead for much of the day
before being caught at the top by compatri-
ots Lizette Salas (69) and LPGA rookie Alison
Lee (66).

Taiwan’s Hsu Wei-ling (69) was a further
stroke back at eight under,  level with
Americans Jaye Marie Green (69), Gerina Piller
(65) and Kris Tamulis (68), and South Korean Q
Baek (68).

World number 13 Thompson, who has won

four LPGA titles, was delighted to benefit from
an early start after contending with firming
greens on Thursday afternoon when she
opened with a 69.

“I got a few more putts to roll in today,” she
told Golf Channel. “The greens were rolling
really well out there early in the morning so it
was nice.

“I played in the afternoon yesterday and it
got pretty windy, especially on my second
nine. The greens were just kind of baked out,

they were bouncing out a lot. It was hard to
get distance control down.” Thompson’s only
regret on Friday was not maintaining momen-
tum after covering her front nine in a scorch-
ing six-under 30.

“I wanted to make more birdies on the
back nine,” she said.  “I hit it in the rough on a
few holes when I needed to hit into the fair-
way, but I’m very happy with my round.”

South Korean world number one Park In-
bee, who lost a playoff for last year’s Meijer

LPGA Classic to her compatriot Mirim Lee,
improved on an opening 70 with a 68.

“I got off to a really good start the last cou-
ple of days but just couldn’t do anything on
the back nine,” Park said after mixing four
birdies with a bogey to finish five strokes off
the pace. “That’s been the problem. I feel I’m
rolling the ball better. I’ve just got to hit it a
little bit closer and give myself a lot of oppor-
tunities over the weekend, then you just nev-
er know.” —Reuters

Thompson surges into three-way tie for lead 

ONTARIO: Chad Campbell chips up onto the eighth green during second round of play at the Canadian
Open golf tournament. —AP


