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“Iranian interference”. Last Sunday, Bahrain summoned
Iran’s acting charge d’affaires to protest against the Islamic
republic’s supreme leader Ali Khamenei voicing support for
“oppressed people” across the Middle East, including in
Bahrain. The previous day, Khamenei had said the nuclear
deal Tehran agreed with world powers would not alter its
support for the governments of Syria and Iraq, nor its back-
ing for “oppressed people” in Yemen and Bahrain, and the
Palestinians.

Bahrain made the announcements on the eve of a tour
of some Arab states by Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif aimed at calming tensions follow-
ing a historic nuclear deal between Tehran and world pow-
ers. He is due to visit Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq today. Most Gulf
Arab states are concerned that the July 14 accord will has-
ten a rapprochement between Tehran and Washington that
could embolden the Islamic Republic to heighten support
for paramilitary groups across the Middle East. 

Sunni Muslim-ruled Bahrain, home to the US Navy’s Fifth
Fleet, often accuses Iran, a Shiite Muslim theocracy, of seek-
ing to subvert Bahrain. Iran denies interfering in Bahrain,

although it acknowledges it does support opposition
groups seeking greater political and economic rights for
Bahrain’s Shiite community. 

Bahrain has reported a growing number of attacks using
homemade explosives, some of them deadly, in the past
two years and has accused a banned Shiite opposition
group called Saraya al-Ashtar of responsibility for some of
them. Bahrain said in June it had seized explosives and
bomb-making materials earmarked for use in Bahrain and
neighboring Saudi Arabia in what it described as an Iranian
attempt to use Bahraini borders as a base for attacking tar-
gets in the region.

Bahrain’s government on Friday accused Iran of attempt-
ing to disrupt Bahrain’s security by provided weapons and
explosives training to Bahrainis, and escalating violence on
the island whenever Bahrain made “progress with national
stability”. Bahrain was hit in 2011 by demonstrations
demanding greater democracy and more rights for Shiites,
many of whom say they are subject to political and eco-
nomic discrimination. The kingdom previously recalled its
ambassador to Iran in 2011 to protest Tehran’s criticism of
the Gulf-backed crackdown on Shiite protesters at the time,
reinstating him in 2012. —  Agencies 

Bahrain disrupts bid to smuggle...
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four Beechcraft King Air C90 aircraft, Newman said sum-
mer is usually the busiest season. That is when clouds form
over the eastern Al-Hajar Mountains which deflect the warm
wind blowing from the Gulf of Oman. The strength of the
updraft determines the number of flares fired as the plane
explores the base of the forming cloud.  “If we’ve got a mild
updraft, we usually burn one or two flares. If we’ve got a
good updraft, we burn four, sometimes six flares into the
cloud,” he said. Not all seeded clouds produce rainfall, but it
happens often, said Newman. “It is fantastic... As soon as
there is rain, there is a lot of excitement. We can hear the
guys in the office are happy,” he said.

The effectiveness of cloud-seeding in increasing rainfall
has often been questioned. However, US ski resorts in
Colorado reportedly use the method to induce heavier
snowfall. China also used rain dispersal technology to
ensure dry weather during the opening of the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. To cover its surging water needs, driven by rapid
economic growth and a large influx of foreigners, the UAE
has resorted mainly to desalination. The Gulf country
accounts for 14 percent of the world’s desalinated water and
is the second largest producer after neighboring Saudi
Arabia. The country has 33 desalination plants that provided
42 percent of its needs, according to a 2013 report by the
environment and water ministry. But groundwater repre-
sents 44 percent of used water, putting immense pressure

on the country’s reserves. Another 14 percent of water
usage comes from treated wastewater, mostly for irrigation
and landscaped green areas.

Rain triggered through cloud seeding is much cheaper
than desalinated water, according to Omar al-Yazeedi, head
of research at NCMS. In 2010, four days of heavy rain
induced by cloud seeding brought downpours equivalent
to the nine-year output of a single desalination plant in Abu
Dhabi, he said. “This shows that there is a huge amount of
water that could be tapped... It is a source that cannot be
ignored,” he said. Studies show that cloud seeding can
increase the amount of rain by between five and 70 percent,
depending on the quality of the clouds, he said. The
American Meteorological Society said in 2010 that despite
some uncertainty over its effectiveness, “large potential
benefits can warrant relatively small investments to conduct
operational cloud seeding”. 

The UAE is also looking into methods to preserve the
rain that does hit the ground, instead of allowing it to
quickly evaporate or flow off into the sea. It has built dams
and reservoirs to gather water that flood desert wadis. The
country has around 130 dams and levees with a storage
capacity of about 120 million cu m, according to the min-
istry report. NCMS executive director Abdulla Al-Mandoos
said studies were being prepared to plan more dams and
to protect water, aimed at directing rain “from the cloud
right into the aquifer”. “We do not want to waste a drop of
water,” he said. — AFP 

Rainclouds have silver lining for...
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“As an African-American in the United States I am painfully
aware of what happens when people are treated differently
under the law. I am unequivocal on this,” Obama told a joint
news conference, openly disagreeing with Kenyatta. He said
that the notion “a law-abiding citizen... will be treated differ-
ently or abused because of who they love is wrong, full stop.”
Homophobia is on the rise in Africa, and Kenyatta repeated
the view that gay rights were “a non-issue”. “There are some
things that we must admit we don’t share. It’s very difficult for
us to impose on people that which they themselves do not
accept. This is why I say for Kenyans today the issue of gay
rights is really a non-issue,” Kenyatta said.

A presidential visit to Kenya had been delayed while
Kenyatta faced charges of crimes against humanity for his role
in post-election violence seven years ago. The International
Criminal Court has since dropped the case, citing a lack of evi-
dence and accusing Kenya of bribing or intimidating witness-
es. President William Ruto, whose ICC trial continues, is also an
unapologetic homophobe and has in the past described gays
as “dirty”. Obama nevertheless shook his hand on arrival at
State House.

Obama also had firm words for Kenya on civil rights and
corruption, describing endemic graft as “the single biggest
impediment to Kenya growing even faster,” and saying people
were being “consistently sapped by corruption at a high level
and at a low level”. 

Obama said there was a need for “visible prosecutions,” to
show citizens action was being taken. “They don’t have to be a
forensic accountant to know what is going on,” Obama said,
giving the example of officials driving around in expensive
cars or building houses far above what their salaries would
allow.

The two leaders also pledged greater cooperation against
the Somalia’s Shabab, who have also been at the top of the list
of security concerns during the visit. Nairobi has witnessed
massive security operations involving at least 10,000 police
officers, with parts of the usually traffic-clogged capital locked

down until Obama’s scheduled departure late today for neigh-
boring Ethiopia. Shabab fighters have staged a string of sui-
cide attacks and bombings on Kenyan soil, including the April
massacre at Garissa university, in which 148 people died, and
the 2013 assault on the Westgate shopping mall in central
Nairobi that killed 67.

“We have systematically reduced the territory that Al-
Shabab controls. We have been able to decrease their effec-
tive control within Somalia and have weakened those net-
works operating here in East Africa. That doesn’t mean the
problem is solved,” Obama said. Earlier Obama laid a wreath at
the memorial site of the former US embassy destroyed in an
Al-Qaeda attack in 1998, standing in silence in memory of the
224 killed in the twin bombings in Nairobi and Tanzania.

The president called for an end to the 19-month-old civil
war in South Sudan, urging the country’s warring leaders to
“put their country first.” 

The conflict there is set to be high on the agenda for the
next stage of his visit to Ethiopia, also the seat of the African
Union. This week’s elections in the central African nation of
Burundi, which delivered a controversial third term to
President Pierre Nkurunziza, “weren’t credible,” Obama said.
Despite the areas of disagreement, the president said he was
delighted to be back and praised Africa’s entrepreneurship at
a business summit earlier yesterday.

“It is wonderful to be back in Kenya,” Obama said, greeting
the summit with a few words of Swahili. “Obviously this is per-
sonal for me. My father came from these parts.” Barack Obama
Sr was a pipe-smoking economist who the US leader has
admitted he “never truly” knew. 

He walked out when Obama was just two and died in a car
crash in Nairobi in 1982, aged 46. Obama still has extended
family in western Kenya, who he dined with on Friday
evening. “I wanted to be here, because Africa is on the move,
Africa is one of the fastest growing regions in the world,” he
said, drawing cheers and applause from delegates. “People are
being lifted out of poverty, incomes are up, the middle class is
growing and young people like you are harnessing technolo-
gy to change the way Africa is doing business.” — AFP 

Obama hails ‘Africa on the move’ 
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Many of those killed in the Suruc attack were Kurds and it
sparked violence in the largely Kurdish southeast by militants
who say Erdogan and his Islamist-rooted AK Party have
covertly supported Islamic State against Syrian Kurds. Ankara
denies the accusation.

On Friday, as its planes bombed Islamic State in Syria for
the first time, police rounded up hundreds of suspected
Islamist and Kurdish militants in cities and towns across
Turkey, with nearly 600 people having been detained as of
Saturday. “It is unacceptable that Erdogan and the AKP gov-
ernment have made a fight against the Kurdish people part of
their struggle against Islamic State,” the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) said in a statement.

It is not known whether the deal struck with Washington
last week allowing coalition forces to use Turkish bases for
bombing raids against Islamic State will entail the creation of
a “safe zone” in northern Syria, something Turkey has long
sought. But Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told a news
conference that “safe zones will be formed naturally” as
swathes of northern Syria are cleared of Islamic State militants.
“We have always defended safe zones and no-fly zones in
Syria. People who have been displaced can be placed in those
safe zones,” he said.

Washington says direct military pressure on Islamic State,
not a safe or no-fly zone, is the best way to end the region’s
fighting and refugee crisis. The deal to use Turkish airbases
will greatly shorten distances to targets and potentially make
the aerial campaign President Barack Obama says is intended
to “degrade and destroy” Islamic State capabilities more effec-

tive. Yesterday’s air strikes hit Islamic State positions in Syria
and PKK locations in northern Iraq, including warehouses and
living quarters, Davutoglu’s office said in a statement.
Simultaneously, Turkish land forces fired on Islamic State and
the PKK, it said.

The attacks on the outlawed PKK, which has waged a
three-decade insurgency against Turkey, could kill off stum-
bling peace talks between the group and Ankara, which were
started in 2012 but have been stalled lately. “The truce has no
meaning anymore after these intense air strikes by the occu-
pant Turkish army,” the PKK said in a statement. One militant
was killed and three wounded, it said. Erdogan took a hefty
political risk in starting peace talks in 2012 with the Kurds,
who represent nearly 20 percent of Turkey’s population. They
now accuse him of backtracking on promises.

The military actions drew protests in Turkey, where police
in the capital Ankara fired tear gas and water cannon to break
up a demonstration of around 1,000 people, and in France,
where around 1,500 people marched in support of the Kurds.
“Turkey is playing a double game. It is trying to convince inter-
national media that it’s hitting Daesh but the reality is that it’s
bombing Kurds over there in northern Iraq,” one of the pro-
testers, Kurdish doctor Saleh Mustapha, said, using another
name for Islamic State.

Istanbul authorities said they would not let organisers go
ahead with plans for a peace march planned today, citing con-
cerns about security and dense traffic. Local media reported
attacks on police officers in a Kurdish neighborhood of
Istanbul. Such violence has become more common, with oth-
er officers killed this week. PKK militants have accused police
of working with Islamic State.  — Reuters 

Turkey strikes IS in Syria, Kurdish...Ships cross New Suez Canal in first...
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Separately, the Islamic Salaf Forum is making contacts with
MPs at the National Assembly to fortify the position of fellow
member Oil Minister Dr Ali Al-Omair after a series of parlia-
mentary attacks against him and threats to grill him. Sources
said the forum does not want Omair to remain alone in front
of his opponents, especially since the forum and minister
strongly believe that the latest, highly tense stands are for
purely personal interests and have nothing to do with reform-
ing the oil sector.

Sources said the Salaf Forum will intensify its contacts with
several MPs to explain the reforms of Omair and what he has
achieved as minister.

Meanwhile, MP Khalil Al-Saleh said he will not allow the
Director of Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources Nabila Al-Khalil to become a victim of political
deals.  Addressing Omair, Saleh said: “I gave you two options -
either appoint Nabila Al-Khalil in her position permanently, or
if there are suspicions, those suspected should be sent to the
prosecution - but you did not do either. You are forcing us to
stand against you in this political dispute. Time is running out
and the decision is yours.”

MP Mansour Al-Dhafiri found the statement of Omair
about MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi strange, adding that the MP
has the right to express his opinion and comment on replies.
He asked which expressions in the MP’s statement are not fit
for the nation’s representative, according to the minister. He
said the minister should have given explanations without any
needless comments. 

“The question is, what are the measures you have taken
against owners of suspicious tenders? Is it not the right of the
MP to ask you? You have the right to refute it according to the
constitutional frameworks, as the minister has the right to
answer,” Dhafiri added.

MP Nabil Al-Fadhl warned Omair against any violations
over farm ownerships, and described the violations as
encroachment on state property. Fadhl said the minister had a
positive role in approving the latest amendments of the agri-
culture authority law to protect state property and prevent
manipulations. 

The law was approved but not enforced because it was not
published in the official gazette. Fadhl said the minister may
have his reasons, but “we warn if state rights are compromised
with regards to the ownerships contrary to the law’s amend-
ments, then the minister will be grilled”.
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The exercise took place amid tight security. An insur-
gency based in the Sinai Peninsula, which borders on
the Suez Canal, has killed hundreds of soldiers and
police since 2013. State television said there were heli-
copters circling above and showed naval vessels escort-
ing the ships.

Mohab Mameesh, chairman of the Suez Canal
Authority overseer of the project, told state television
that this test-run had been a success and that more
would follow. At a later news conference, Mameesh said
construction of another canal near the East Port Said
port on the Mediterranean Sea would begin as soon as
the New Suez Canal had been inaugurated. A senior
Suez Canal Authority source told Reuters that the canal
will be 9.5 km long, 18.5 m deep, and 250 m wide. It will
take around seven months to build, the source said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

The existing canal earns Egypt around $5 billion per
year. The New Suez Canal, which will allow two-way traf-

fic of larger ships, is supposed to increase revenues by
2023 to $15 billion. It should also reduce navigation
time for ships to 11 hours from about 22 hours,
Mameesh said last month, making it the fastest such
waterway in the world. The government also plans to
build an international industrial and logistics hub near-
by that it hopes will eventually make up about a third of
the Egyptian economy.

“Today, we made sure that vessels with a draught of
66 feet” are able to use the new waterway, said Captain
Mohamed Fawzi of the Suez Canal Authority, dubbing
the first trial run a “success”. 

The new waterway involves 37 km of dry digging
and 35 km of expansion and deepening of the Canal, in
a bid to help speed up the movement of vessels.
Authorities raised $9 billion to build the new canal by
selling shares in the project to domestic investors, with
private Egyptian companies tasked with its construc-
tion. Built 146 years ago, the Suez Canal is one of the
world’s most heavily used shipping lanes and a key
source of international trade. — Agencies 
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