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BAKU: Azerbaijan yesterday accused
arch-foe Armenia’s troops of killing its
soldier in a new clash amid a Western-
mediated push to cauterize the protract-
ed conflict in the South Caucasus. Friday’s
skirmish violating the brittle truce comes
a day after the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe said that the
presidents of the two feuding nations
were ready to “meet each other later this
year” in an effort to end years of hostility.

Azerbaijan and Armenia have been
locked in a dispute over the separatist

Nagorny Karabakh region since a bloody
war in the early 1990s following the
breakup of the Soviet Union. “On July 24,
Armenian army units shelled Azerbaijani
positions” at the Karabakh frontline and
the Azerbaijani-Armenian state border,
the defence ministry in Baku said in a
statement. One Azeri serviceman was
killed in crossfire, said the defence min-
istry, claiming that at least five Armenian
troops were killed in the clash. Armenia
denied that it had sustained any casual-
ties and accused Azerbaijan of violating a

1994 ceasefire.
“Some 160 violations have been regis-

tered over the past night,” Armenian
defence ministry spokesman Artsrun
Hovannisyan told AFP. “Armenia’s armed
forces returned fire.” On Thursday, the
OSCE Minsk Group, which is involved in
the efforts to find a diplomatic solution
to the conflict, said Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian and his counterpart from
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev were ready to
meet each other later this year. The state-
ment was released after the group’s

Russian, US and French co-chairs trav-
elled to Yerevan and Baku for meetings
with the warring countries’ leaders.

“They instructed their foreign minis-
ters to continue their work with the co-
chairs on an agenda for the presidential
summit,” the OSCE Minsk Group said.
Officials in Armenia and Azerbaijan did
not confirm the statement, however.
Yerevan-backed ethnic Armenian sepa-
ratists seized control of Karabakh and
several other regions of Azerbaijan dur-
ing the conflict that left some 30,000

dead. The predominantly Armenian-pop-
ulated region is internationally recog-
nised as part of Azerbaijan. 

Despite years of negotiations, the two
countries have not signed a final peace
deal to cement the 1994 ceasefire.
Clashes have intensified in the past year
along the Karabakh frontline and across
the two ex-Soviet republics’ shared bor-
der. There was relative calm ahead of and
during the inaugural edition of the
European Games hosted by Azerbaijan
last month. — AFP 

Tensions flare after Armenian troops kill Azerbaijani soldier

Skirmish violates brittle truce

BUDAPEST: Illegal immigration is a
threat to Hungary and all of Europe,
with the biggest risk coming from hun-
dreds of millions of people from the
“depths of Africa” looking to escape
poverty, Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban said yesterday. Over
90,000 migrants and refugees have
reached Hungary so far this year and it
is building a 4-m high fence on its bor-
der with Serbia to stem the flow. While
the government had set a Nov 30 dead-
line, Orban said the fence would be
completed by Aug 31.

Speaking at a cultural festival in Baile
Tusnad, Romania, Orban accused the
European Union of failing to defend its
citizens from the “masses of illegal
immigrants,” who he said threatened
the cultural identity of European coun-
tries and contributed to increased ter-
rorism, unemployment and criminality.
“For us, today Europe is at stake,” Orban
said. “The survival, disappearance or,
more precisely, the transformation
beyond recognition of the European cit-
izen’s lifestyle, European values and the
European nations.”

“The question now is not only what
kind of Europe we Hungarians would
like to live in,” Orban said. “Rather, will all

that we now call Europe exist at all? It is
clear that we can’t filter out the hostile
terrorists in the huge crowds,” Orban
said, adding that there had been a “dras-
tic increase” in crime where illegal
migrants lived. “We would like for
Europe to keep belonging to the
Europeans,” Orban said. “We want to
preserve the Hungarian Hungary.”

Most refugees who request asylum
in Hungary quickly leave for other desti-
nations in the EU like Germany or
Sweden before their cases are settled.
Orban has repeatedly said that Hungary
does not want any migrants from out-
side Europe and has been granting asy-
lum to just a few hundred annually in
the past several years. “The really serious
threats are arriving not from the war
zones ... but from the depths of Africa,”
Orban said. “Northern Africa today can
no longer defend Europe from the
immense masses of people.”

Orban spoke to mostly young sup-
porters at the same cultural festival
where a year ago he outlined plans to
convert Hungary into an “illiberal state”
such as Russia, China and Singapore.
That idea, as well as his accusations that
civic groups critical of his government
were working for foreign interests, drew

widespread criticism, including from US
President Barack Obama.

This time, Orban lashed out mainly
against the EU leadership in Brussels
and leftwing ideology, accusing them of
willfully supporting immigration to
weaken Europe’s nations and their
unique cultures. “The European left sees
the problem of immigration not as a
source of danger but as an opportunity,”
Orban said. “They believe ... that the
escalation of immigration can extremely
weaken or even eliminate the national
structures.” Orban is in his third term as
prime minister. He first led Hungary
between 1998 and 2002, returning with
a landslide majority in 2010 after
Socialist-led governments were unable
to solve the country’s growing econom-
ic problems. 

Orban said Hungary will finish build-
ing its anti-migrant fence on its south-
ern border with Serbia by Aug 31, ahead
of a previous November deadline. “The
fence will be built by August 31, any
schedules different from that are
invalid,” he said. Work began last week
on a short test section of the fence, a
bid to stem a surge in 2015 in the num-
ber of migrants and asylum-seekers
crossing into Hungary from Serbia. 

Last week, Hungary’s defence and
interior ministers said the wire-mesh
barrier would be completed along the
entire 175-km length of the border by
November. So far this year, Hungary has
registered more than 80,000 asylum-
seekers, up from 43,000 last year and
just over 2,000 asylum applications in
2012. Most come from Afghanistan,
Iraq, Syria and African countries, and
hope to cross into Austria and Germany
or further west. 

Unlike its neighbor to the south,
Hungary is an EU member and is also
in the bloc’s passport-free Schengen
zone which means that once migrants
are inside the country, they can easily
travel elsewhere. The fence plan, one
of a series of hardline anti-migration
measures launched by Orban, has
caused alarm in Serbia, although
Belgrade has conceded that Hungary
has the right to protect its own bor-
ders as it sees fit. The Hungarian parlia-
ment recently toughened asylum
application rules, and allowing for the
detention of migrants in temporary
camps. Last week, Hungary also
declared Serbia a “safe country” which
can allow it to quickly deport asylum-
seekers. — Agencies 

Illegal immigration threatens 
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Serbia border fence to be ready by Aug 31

GEVGELIJA: Migrants try to board a train to Serbia in the town of Gevgelija, on the Macedonian-Greek border. The migrants, among
them children and elderly people are trying to cross Macedonia and Serbia and enter the EU via Hungary. Hungarian authorities start-
ed building a fence along the country’s border with Serbia earlier this week to halt the migrant influx. — AFP 
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MAIDUGURI, Nigeria: At least 25 people were
killed in new suspected Boko Haram attacks in
northeastern Nigeria, with many villagers also
forced to flee their homes, residents said yes-

terday. “The terrorists stormed Maikadiri
around 9:00 am (0800 GMT Friday) and
opened fire on hapless citizens,” resident
Simon Templer said. “They laid siege in day-

light because there are no soldiers or police
nearby,” said another survivor, Markus Ali,
adding: “We counted 21 corpses.” The attackers
“killed, destroyed and then fled,” Ali said.

Two other villages close to Maikadiri in
southern Borno state were also attacked, said
Maina Ularamu, chief of the Madagali district.
“The gunmen arrived on 10 motorbikes, two
or three on each bike and attacked Kopa,
Maikadiri and Yaffa” villages, he told AFP. He
said four people were killed in Yaffa. He
claimed that the extremists used to live in the
villages before joining Boko Haram. “Now they
have no limits and they are preying on their
own community because of the pressure the
army offensive has put on them,” Ularamu said.

The villages hit are on the fringes of the
vast Sambisa forest, a longstanding hideout of
the Islamist insurgents. The Nigerian army has
led a series of raids against them in recent
months, succeeding in freeing several dozen
women and children from the hands of the
jihadists. Ularamu said the extremists may
have been taking their revenge on their for-
mer neighbors. “The attacked their community
because they would not let them back when
the army attacked their camps. Those who
tried to come back were denounced and
arrested by the authorities,” he said.

Fatima Saleh, who lives in the neighboring
village of Maigana, told AFP she saw the
attackers pass and recognized many of them
as locals. Several state officials in the region
have said this week that Boko Haram is still
active in the forest despite the military offen-

sive against them. A police officer in the Borno
state capital Maiduguri confirmed the attacks
while requesting anonymity. Templer said
many homes were also destroyed in the
attacks. “My aged mother is currently in the
bush. Most of our people have fled and many
houses and shops have been burnt,” he said.

The Boko Haram insurgency and efforts to
quell it have claimed more than 15,000 lives
and displaced 1.5 million people since 2009. A
new wave of violence has already killed more
than 800 since Nigeria’s new President
Muhammadu Buhari took office in May pledg-
ing to stamp out the Islamists.— AFP 

TASMANIA: Police carry a body in a bag and place it in on a stretcher on a
jetty in Triabunna, off the Australian island state of Tasmania yesterday. A
woman watched her father being mauled to death by a large shark yester-
day while the pair were diving, police said. — AP 

SYDNEY: A diver was killed by a shark
yesterday while hunting scallops off the
coast  of  Austra l ia  as  h is  daughter
watched helplessly, shocking locals in an
area not known for such attacks. The
deadly incident happened off  Maria
Island in the southern island state of
Tasmania following sightings of a large
great white shark in the vicinity over
recent days. The man, in his late 40s, was
diving with his daughter when he failed
to resurface. “My understanding is the
daughter returned to the boat and the
father returned to get some more scal-
lops,” Tasmania Police Inspector David
Wiss told reporters. “He did not return to
the surface. “His daughter became wor-
ried and went down and checked on her
father, she saw a very large shark, she
saw her father being attacked by the
shark.” 

The woman scrambled back on board
their dingy and set off a flare to get the
attention of other boats, who came to
her aid and helped haul her father back
to the surface using the air hose he was
attached to. “But unfortunately he was
fatally injured,” added Wiss. Tasmanian
Scal lop Associat ion pres ident  John
Hammond said the area, off the state’s
east coast, was not known for sharks.
“Absolute tragedy for the family. Bloody
terrible,” he told national radio, adding
that there were a number of other divers
in the water at the time. “(The diver was)
in the shallow water there, it just struck
out of the blue, and bang.”

According to Sydney Taronga Zoo’s
Australian Shark Attack file, the last fatal
shark attack in Tasmania was in 1993,
when a woman was killed while scuba
diving near a seal colony off the state’s

north coast. Michael Kent, mayor of near-
by Glamorgan Spring Bay, said yester-
day’s grisly incident was “absolutely dev-
astating”. “I feel for the family,” he told
The Examiner newspaper in Tasmania,
adding that a 4.5-m shark had been spot-
ted in the area a number of times over
the past week. “It’s a recreational area.
The scallop season has been very good
to professional and recreational fisher-
man and then we’ve got a disaster like
this. “The whole community down here
will be deeply in shock.”

Close Call for Another Diver 
Diver Danny Smith told the Australian

Broadcast ing Corporat ion he and a
friend had a close call in the same area
on Friday. He said he saw a great white
while he was in the water but managed
to get back on his boat, where he and
other crew frantically pulled the friend
aboard. “The (shark) came to the surface
to see where I’d gone I presumed and
she sor t  of  took a  swipe at  h im (his
friend),” he said. “We saw fins and arms
and legs going everywhere, we were ini-
tially thinking that we were going to pull
in half a body. “We got him on the boat
and she came right to the back of the
boat and then just descended back to
the bottom.”

S h a r k s  a re  a  re g u l a r  fe a t u re  i n
Australian waters, and swimmers and
surfers have had their share of encoun-
ters this year. Earlier this month, a body-
boarder was lef t  f ighting for  his  l i fe
after an attack on the countr y ’s east
coast, close to where a Japanese surfer
w a s  k i l l e d  i n  Fe b r u a r y.  E x p e r t s  s ay
attacks are increasing as water sports
become more popular  but  fatal i t ies
remain rare. — AFP 
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Boko Haram kills 25 in Northern Nigeria

MAROUA, Cameroon: Security forces transport with a blanket the remains of some of
the eleven victims of a double blast in the northern Cameroonian city of Maroua.
Eleven people were killed in northern Cameroon when two girls blew themselves in
twin attacks in a region repeatedly targeted by Nigeria-based Boko Haram jihadists,
officials said.— AFP 

YANGON: A Myanmar passenger plane
skidded off the runway on landing dur-
ing heavy rain at Yangon International
Airport, the carrier said yesterday, leav-
ing one injured. The Air Bagan ATR 72
twin-engine turboprop, carrying 49 pas-
sengers  f rom the centra l  c i t y  of
Mandalay, “veered slightly off the run-
way due to bad weather and heavy rain”
on landing Friday evening, the airline
said in a statement posted on Facebook.
It said that all passengers were “safely
disembarked” and only one, a Buddhist
monk, sustained a slight injury to his
hand. It was not immediately possible to
reach the airline or Myanmar’s civil avia-
tion department for further comment.

In Dec 2012 an Air Bagan plane crash-

landed in thick fog and burst into flames
in a field short of the runway at Heho
airport - the gateway to the popular
tourist  dest inat ion of  I nle  Lake -  in
northern Shan state, killing a tour guide
on board and a motorc ycl ist  on the
ground as well as injuring 11 people
including foreigners. The airline was
launched in 2004 by business tycoon
Tay Za, who is known for his close links
to the former junta, as the first private
carrier in Myanmar. With a fleet compris-
ing one ATR 42 and three ATR 72 aircraft,
it serves 19 destinations in Myanmar
and also runs a charter flight to the pop-
ular holiday spot of Chiang Mai in north-
ern Thailand, according to the airline’s
website. — AFP 
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