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Tourists worried about fire nix Glacier trips
HELENA, Montana: Hotels and campgrounds
in Glacier National Park are flooded with calls
from worried tourists canceling their reserva-
tions or asking whether the Montana land-
mark will stay open as a wildfire sweeps
through a popular part of the park. Hotel
owners are trying to talk callers out of chang-
ing their plans, while Glacier officials empha-
sized that only a small part of the 1,718-
square-mile park is closed as the flames chew
though parched conifer-topped ridges on its
eastern side.

The blaze has shut down nearly half of the
heavily trafficked Going-to-the-Sun Road, and
officials were helping reroute tourists plan-
ning to visit attractions along the roadway to
other scenic areas, park spokeswoman Denise
Germann said. “I think what we’re offering vis-
itors is a completely different experience
throughout the park,” Germann told AP on
Friday. “So many people rely on the Going-to-
the-Sun Road, but you and I know there is so
much more to Glacier.”

Kelsey Utterback, a 19-year-old University
of Iowa student, had planned to stay at the
Rising Sun Campground when her family vis-
its from Chicago in two weeks. The site has
been evacuated, but they’re still planning to
go to Glacier, she said. They’re looking at
campgrounds on the park’s western side, far
from the blaze. “Right now, we’re just worried
about when the fire will end,” she said. “We
don’t really want to go when it’s still out there,
but it’s kind of easier for us to change our
plans considering we didn’t make any reser-
vations.”

Going-to-the-Sun Road
The fire was unchecked and estimated at 6

square miles Friday, though fire spokes-
woman Jennifer Costich said new information
would soon provide a more accurate size.
Some 300 firefighters dug fire lines, cleared
debris and tried to stop the blaze from
spreading northeast toward populated areas.
Blazes also are chewing through other
drought-stricken areas of the West, threaten-
ing homes and forcing evacuations in
California and Washington state.

Glacier National Park was having a banner
year before the first plume of smoke started
rising Tuesday. It is the 10th-most-visited park
in the National Park Service system, despite
its remote location. Top destinations such as
the Great Smoky Mountains and California’s
Yosemite National Park enjoy proximity to
denser populations. Visitor numbers from the
first part of 2015 showed Glacier was on track
to beat last year ’s record of 2.3 million
tourists. But the main tourist season, meas-
ured from the June 19 opening of the scenic
Going-to-the-Sun Road until its planned clo-
sure Sept 20, is a brief 13 weeks. Any disrup-
tion in that window can hurt the tourism-dri-
ven businesses around the park that took in
$193 million from visitors last year.

At the center of it all is the 50-mile Going-
to-the-Sun Road, which cuts through the
park’s stunning alpine peaks. Twenty-one
miles of the road is closed, including at Logan
Pass on the Continental Divide, where some
of the park ’s most-hiked trails begin.
Germann said the closures are an opportunity
to visit other sites, such as Many Glacier and
Two Medicine - scenic areas with camp-
grounds, lodges and trailheads - or the entire
western side.

Many of the cancellations are at hotels and

campgrounds in the St Mary community,
where the Going-to-the-Sun Road ends at the
park’s eastern boundary. The edge of the fire
is a few miles up the road, where it is threat-
ening the Rising Sun Motor Inn and nearby
campgrounds. St Mary, consisting mostly of
lodging, restaurants and other tourism busi-
nesses, has not been evacuated, and the peo-
ple there are trying to persuade visitors to
stay - with limited success.

Cancellations 
Lester Johnson IV, co-owner of Johnson’s

Campground and RV Park, said his business is
about half-full after it had been fully booked
through September. “There have been cancel-
lations left and right,” Johnson said. “We are
70 percent down.” Those who remain are
diehards who stay at the campground every
year or gawkers who traveled there to watch
the fire’s progress from a nearby hillside.
Meanwhile, Johnson is trying to persuade
tourists to check with the campground a
week before canceling their reservations.

Ron Cadrette, general manager of Glacier
Park Inc., which operates hotels in and around
Glacier, said cancellations have come at the
company’s St Mary Lodge and Resort, an
upscale 115-room hotel. Many of those rooms
have been rebooked by guests displaced
from other hotels and by firefighters who
need a place to stay, he said. But the fire will
undoubtedly have a negative effect on busi-
ness - it’s just a question of how bad it will
get, Cadrette said. “It’s a natural disaster. It will
have negative economic impacts,” he said.
“How bad those impacts will be depends on
the length of time the Going-to-the-Sun Road
is closed.” — AP 

MONTANA: Smoke from the Reynolds Creek fire rises above the land-
scape at St Mary Lake in Glacier National Park, Mont. — AP 

BROKEN ARROW: Police in Oklahoma say
they have turned to social media posts for
clues about the motive of a teenager
accused in the stabbing deaths of his par-
ents and three siblings during a late-night
attack that left bodies strewn through the
family’s home. A booking document filed
by police in the Tulsa suburb of Broken
Arrow accuses Robert Bever, 18, of five
counts of first-degree murder and a count
of aggravated assault in the attack
Wednesday night.

Bever’s 16-year-old brother also was
being held. Because he is a juvenile, officers
have not released his name or announced
charges against him. Broken Arrow Police
Cpl Leon Calhoun said both brothers were
cooperating with the investigation.
Calhoun said Friday that the agency was
still looking for a motive and was searching
social media accounts that they believe
belong to Bever. Those include community
site Pinterest and a Facebook account.

On Pinterest, Bever showed an interest
in Star Wars, the rock group Linkin Park and
sports cars. A Facebook post lists him as a
recent graduate of Citizens’ High School,
which describes itself as providing “a home-
school curriculum” for people hoping to
earn a college degree. The dead include his
parents, David Bever, 52, and April Bever,
44. The Oklahoma State Medical Examiner’s
Office on Friday also identified the three
dead siblings as Daniel Bever, 12;
Christopher Bever, 7; and Victoria Bever, 5.
An unidentified 13-year-old sister was in
serious but stable condition in a hospital
and an unnamed 2-year-old sister wasn’t
harmed and was placed in state custody.

By many neighbors’ accounts, the Bevers
kept out of sight and to themselves - the
kids played alone in the backyard, walked
down neighborhood streets bunched
together and their parents didn’t socialize
much. That appeared to carry over to the
father’s work. David Bever’s former co-
workers in the IT department at Samson
Resources described him as a quiet man
who kept to himself. “He was a nice guy, but
we weren’t close,” said Lisa Wolfe, Bever’s
supervisor at Samson. “I hired him. He
worked for us for several years as a contrac-
tor. He was a good worker and a nice guy.
He didn’t get involved in any office politics,
and those are the kind of people I like to
work with. “He liked to do his work and
focus on that. He didn’t socialize a lot with
the folks he worked with,” Wolfe said.

Documents filed to support the teenag-
er’s arrest said a caller from the home was
able to tell police “their brother was attack-
ing their family.” Police had said Thursday
that the 911 call was silent.  Calhoun said
the agency would release audio tomorrow.
After officers arrived at the home, “officers
could hear a faint voice from inside asking
for help” and found the 13-year-old bleed-
ing from multiple stab wounds, the affi-
davit said. The young girl was still alive and
made statements to the officers that “her
brothers” were responsible for the attack, it
said. Fresh footprints in the backyard led
officers to a wooded area, where they
found the brothers. 

A neighbor of the family, Matt Jacobsen,
on Friday described the 16-year-old as a fol-
lower, not a leader, and “nerdy”, given his
interest in computers and technology.
Others in the subdivision noted the family
seemed isolated to the point that they
appeared to avoid community events.
David Bever ’s sister, Tamela Massey of
Seminole, Florida, said her family is dealing
with grief following the death of her broth-
er and members of his family and that they
do not know what may have triggered the
tragedy. “We have no idea,” she said. — AP 

Oklahoma police say motive 

unclear in 5 fatal stabbings
Police turn to social media posts for clues

Trump’s hardline

views divide 

Hispanics in Texas

border town

LAREDO, Texas: There was an audible
gasp from the gathered crowd as Donald
Trump’s 757 lifted off the tarmac. “Oh my
God. Wow,” said Gina Gil, 48, after an
excited shriek, reaching for her 11-year-
old-nephew. “I  think it ’s a historic
moment, ma’am. Seriously, I really do.”
Gil  was referring to Trump’s visit
Thursday to Laredo, Texas, a small city on
the US-Mexico border where the
Republican presidential candidate spent
less than an hour touring the border,
bragged to reporters about the danger
he faced, proclaimed that Hispanics love
him, and stopped traffic with a presiden-
tial-size motorcade.

Yet beyond the spectacle The Donald
seems to create wherever he goes, the
billionaire businessman’s visit exposed
evidence of a divided community whose
overwhelmingly Hispanic population
both decried Trump as racist and
cheered his hardline immigration views.
Interviews during and after the whirl-
wind tour with more than a dozen local
residents underscored the danger Trump
represents to the GOP’s relationship with
Hispanic voters and his appeal to a vocal
segment of frustrated voters, many
Hispanics among them, who see a glar-
ing problem on the nation’s southern
border that requires attention.

Jessica Gonzalez, 79, a retired house-
wife who was born and raised in Laredo,
said she’d watched as the city she’d
grown up in had changed, with restau-
rants replaced with Mexican food and
new people coming in. “I think he’s right,”
she said in the parking lot of a local CVS.
“All we have is people from foreign
countries. ... It’s not like it used to be.”

Gonzalez - a Democrat - and her hus-
band used to travel across the border
frequently to shop and for entertain-
ment, but are now afraid to cross
because of violence from the drug car-
tels. “I want to go down and say: Donald
Trump, you’re on fire in Laredo! Because
everybody feels what you think!” she
said. Outside Obregon’s Mexican
Restaurant, Enrique Harrington Ramon,
75, said he felt Spanish speaking immi-
grants “take advantage of us” in Laredo,
and said people are responding to what
Trump says “because it’s the truth”. “I am
sick of walking into a store and hearing
‘en que le puede ayudar?’ What country
are we in?” he said.

Others in this growing city of about
250,000, where 95.6 percent of the pop-
ulation identified as Hispanic or Latino in
2010, lashed out at Trump, who
described some Mexican immigrants in
the country illegally as “rapists” and
“criminals” during his announcement
speech last month and has refused to
apologize. “I wish he wouldn’t come
down here,” said Raul Gonzalez, 65, a
retired trailer and truck mechanic who
was born and raised in Laredo. “He’s very
disrespectful to Latinos.”Laredo-born
Tony Flores, 82, who was wearing a cap
that identified him as a Korean War vet-
eran, said of Trump: “He is poisonous. He
is hatred.”

While Hispanic voters along the US-
Texas border have a unique perspective,
the vast majority of the growing demo-
graphic supports more forgiving immi-
gration policies that would allow a path-
way to citizenship or permanent residen-
cy for immigrants in the country illegally,
according to recent polls. Trump, mean-
while, is viewed favorably by just 28 per-
cent of Americans and unfavorably by 58
percent, according to an AP-GfK poll
conducted earlier in the month. About
one-third of whites, but just 16 percent
of Hispanics and 10 percent of blacks,
have a favorable view of Trump.—AP

OKLAHOMA: A worker wheels a gurney with a body bag on it, under the green cover, to a coroner’s
van outside of a home in Broken Arrow, Okla, where five family members were discovered stabbed
to death. Two male teenagers are in custody. — AP 

This photo provided by the Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma Police Department shows
Robert Bever, a suspect in the stabbing
deaths of an Oklahoma family in Broken
Arrow.—AP 

BADIRAGUATO: People living in the hometown of
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman have heard sto-
ries of his benevolence: gifts of medicine for the poor,
deliveries of drinking water to storm-stricken towns.
But finding anyone who’s actually received or even
seen such a gift is another matter. In Badiraguato, the
small mountain town that is part of Guzman’s rags-to-
crime riches mythology, none of the two dozen peo-
ple interviewed by The Associated Press could point
out evidence of his legendary largesse.

“I don’t see a single building producing jobs, a sin-
gle piece of public works, a soccer field, a sewer, a
school, water systems, a clinic or hospital, not a single
one that you can say was built by drug traffickers or
their money,” Mayor Mario Valenzuela said. If Guzman
or his cartel had invested in their hometowns, he said,
“they’d look different: They would have paved roads
or drainage systems, but they don’t.” Guzman’s escape
on July 11 from a prison near Mexico City has focused
attention again on Badiraguato, the county seat of a
township that includes the hamlet of La Tuna, where
El Chapo’s mother still lives.

Flashy accoutrements
The roads to La Tuna are still washed-out dirt

tracks, and Badiraguato itself has none of the flashy
accoutrements of money - luxury car dealerships,
palatial mausoleums, acres of fancy, gated communi-
ties of new homes, or dozens of street money-chang-

ers offering cheap dollars - that are abundant in
Culiacan, the state capital, 1 1/2 hours away. The
town’s big projects include a new balcony for the
town hall that looks out over the sleepy square domi-
nated by a 19th-century church, where residents seek
shade from the punishing Sinaloa sun.  

Tucked into the foothills where the coastal
stretches of flat corn and tomato fields meet the
imposing mountains of the Sierra Madre,
Badiraguato remains mired in poverty, Valenzuela
acknowledges that many of the township’s residents
make a living growing marijuana or opium poppies.
Guzman grew up here, the son of a poor famer. His
rise as a crime boss has been surrounded by mythol-
ogy, a Hollywood version of an old-school Mafioso -
ruthless, but yet honorable.  Songs have been writ-
ten in his honor and some locals extol him as a Robin
Hood-type figure who is careful to leave innocents
out of his deadly score-settlings.

“Chapo Guzman isn’t violent,” Valenzuela said
about a man accused of hundreds of murders. “He
doesn’t shoot it out with the government.” That’s
unlike the reputation of the New Generation Jalisco
cartel to the south, which is alleged to have brought
down a military helicopter May 1 with a rocket-pro-
pelled missile. Or the Zetas, who’ve fueled their noto-
riety in central Mexico with grisly beheadings and
the hanging of bodies across public highways. Or
Guerreros Unidos, the cartel alleged to have killed 43

college students last fall. For many who live in the
state that gives name to Guzman’s Sinaloa cartel, he
is seen as a lesser evil.

A certain respect
Gabriel, a civil engineer, returned home recently

to Culiacan after a year and a half working on road
projects in the central state of Zacatecas, which is
controlled by Mexico’s bloodiest cartel, the Zetas.
There, he said, gunmen pulled him over and
demanded he either pay protection money or get
out of town. “They are worse. They are indiscriminate.
They’ll kill seven people just to get the one they
want,” he said. The Sinaloa cartel, he said, leaves ordi-
nary people alone, “there is a certain respect.” Still,
the man in his 30s wouldn’t give his last name for
fear of reprisals.  

Badiraguato is not immune to violence. The town-
ship of 30,000 regularly reports a homicide rate at
least five times the national average. And while
Sinaloa’s population is less than that of 13 other
states and the federal district, it consistently ranks
among the deadliest five or six states in terms of
homicides. So far this year, there are more killings
here than in Michoacan or Tamaulipas, two states
often in the headlines for warring cartels, vigilante
justice, beheadings and daytime shootouts.
Violence, threats and fear in Sinaloa have displaced
poor farming families, with hundreds fleeing the
mountainous township of Sinaloa de Leyva over the
last five years.  

Dozens of families left the village of Ocurahui
after drug gangs, particularly the Sinaloa cartel, pres-
sured local farmers to plant opium poppies in order
to counter falling prices for marijuana.  Residents
who didn’t want to grow drug crops faced kidnap-
pings or even death. Many of them are barely hang-
ing on as refugees without homes or jobs, living on
the fringes of the Sinaloa cities of Surutato,
Guamuchil and Culiacan. “We came with only what
we could grab, or what we wearing,” said Mauro Diaz,
20, an Ocurahui resident who lives as a squatter in
one of a half-dozen tiny abandoned cinderblock
houses on the outskirts of Guamuchil.

Diaz ekes out a living as an assistant bricklayer,
staying with his girlfriend in one bare room with a
mattress on the floor and water leaking from the
roof. He largely has given up hope of returning to the
pine-covered hills of his village. “Why return if it’s
only going to get us into trouble, if in a little while it
gets bad again and they exile us again?” Diaz said.
Yet, the mythology surrounding Guzman lives on.
Lucero Uriarte, a high-school student in Badiraguato,
said of the drug lord: “He has helped a lot of people -
more than anyone else, the poor - because he knows
what they’re going through.”— AP 

Escaped Mexican drug lord no 

saint, but lesser evil at home

SINALOA, Mexico: Photo shows the main square of the Badiraguato community in Sinaloa State,
Mexico. — AFP 


