
ADEN: The Saudi-led coalit ion
bombing Yemeni rebels since
March declared a five-day truce
yesterday so aid can reach a coun-
try the UN says is on the brink of a
humanitarian disaster. Announcing
the unilateral truce to begin from
midnight today, a statement on the
official Saudi Press Agency said the
coalition also reserved the right to
respond to “militar y activity or
movement” by the Shiite Houthi
rebels during the ceasefire. SPA
said the decision was taken at the
request of Yemen’s President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, who has
taken refuge in the Saudi capital
with much of his government.

Hadi, whose supporters have
recaptured most of the southern
port of Aden from the rebels after
four months of war, wanted the
truce for the “delivery and distribu-
tion of the maximum amount of
humanitarian and medical aid”, it
said. Two previous UN-brokered
ceasefires failed to take hold. The
Saudi move came as Yemeni med-
ical sources said a coalition air raid
killed at least 35 civilians in the
southwest of the war-ravaged
Arabian Peninsula nation. Women
and children were among the dead
in the Friday night strike on the
town of Mokhba near the country’s
third city Taez, the sources said.

Residents said the raid hit a resi-
dential  neighborhood where
employees of the town’s power sta-
tion live. They said several houses
were destroyed and dozens of peo-
ple were wounded. Some witnesses
said the district had been targeted
by mistake, but others alleged that
the Houthis had taken up positions
in the area. In March, the coalition
began a campaign of air strikes
after the Houthis swept into Sanaa
and pushed south towards Aden,
where Hadi initially took refuge
before fleeing to Riyadh. Coalition
jets carried out fresh raids
overnight on Houthi positions
across Yemen, including around

Aden, mil itar y sources said
Saturday.

Civilian suffering
The United Nations says the

conflict has killed more than 3,640
people, around half of them civil-
ians, since late March. On Friday,
the International Committee of the
Red Cross warned that civilian suf-
fering in Yemen has reached
“unprecedented levels”. The ICRC
said intensifying violence in the
south was hamstringing emer-
gency medical aid. It voiced partic-
ular concern over worsening clash-
es in the southern provinces of Taez
and Aden. “ The suffering of the
civilian population has reached
unprecedented levels,” ICRC mis-
sion chief in Yemen Antoine Grand
said in a statement. 

In Aden and Taez, “it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult for us to
reach affected areas, to evacuate
the dead and the wounded and to
provide l i fe -saving assistance,”
Grand added. The aid group urged
both pro-Hadi forces and the Iran-
backed rebels and their allies to let
humanitarian groups work. Aden’s
international airport was closed for
months, but recent gains by Hadi
loyalists allowed it to reopen this
week.

Four aircraft carrying humanitar-
ian supplies have since landed
there, although the airport came
under fire from rebels Thursday as a
Saudi plane was unloading. The
ICRC warned that, as the fighting
escalated, so too did “shortages of
water, food and fuel across the
country”. A boat chartered by the
Red Cross and loaded with humani-
tarian supplies successfully docked
at Aden Thursday. The ICRC insisted
that aid should not be held hostage
by the shifting situation on the
ground. “All sides must facilitate
our access and respect our man-
date,” it said. A humanitarian cease-
fire declared by the UN earlier this
month was not respected, and the
world body warned that the impov-
erished country was just “one step
away from famine”.— AFP 

SANAA: Yemeni supporters of the Shiite Houthi movement raise their weapons as they attend a rally in the
capital Sanaa, protesting against air strikes by the Saudi-led coalition in the country.— AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian children ride a swing carousel in Gaza City. — AFP 
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BANJUL: Gambia released more than 200 pris-
oners on Friday, including 31 jailed for treason
during multiple plots to overthrow long-ruling
President Yahya Jammeh, prison officials said.
Hundreds of cheering and weeping friends and
relatives gathered outside the Mile 2 prison in
the tiny West African country’s capital to greet
them. Those linked to a failed attempt to oust
Jammeh in December remain imprisoned
although their family members, including the
elderly mother of the alleged ringleader, were
freed, officials said.

Former inmates, some of whom were jailed
for 15 years, took turns to express gratitude for
their release, announced by Jammeh in a speech
on Wednesday to celebrate 21 years since his
accession by military coup. Three Dutch citizens,
a German and an Australian who had been jailed
on drug charges were among 49 foreigners

released, the officials added. There were 182
Gambians pardoned. “I serve the Gambian gov-
ernment for many years and never had any
problem but by God’s will I entered this mess,”
former director of the National Intelligence
Agency, Lamin Bo Badjie, said. “I want to thank
the president for this surprise gesture.”

Among those freed were former justice minis-
ter Momodou Lamin Jobarteh and former police
chief Ensa Badjie, jailed for alleged corruption
and drug trafficking respectively. The govern-
ment said in a statement on state television late
on Friday that it was also granting amnesty to all
those convicted during the rule of the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP) that Jammeh overthrew
in 1994. It did not specify how many people that
included.

Separately, Jammeh also pardoned seven
Gambians and six Venezuelans convicted of

drug offences, according to another statement.
Amnesty International, one of several rights
groups that has expressed concern about grow-
ing repression in Gambia, welcomed the release.
“However, we are aware that just a few weeks
ago prisoners who were released were rounded
up again and taken back to prison,” said
researcher Sabrina Mahtani. Gambia said it
released 85 prisoners during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan.

The government has denied a deterioration
in civil liberties and says the re-arrests that
Amnesty referred to were due to a mix-up over
four names. The Mile 2 prison has gained noto-
riety among residents and rights groups for its
secrecy. The United Nations Special Rapporteur
said the government barred him from visiting
the security wing during a visit in November
last year. —Reuters
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GAZA: The military wing of Hamas opened its
Gaza summer camp yesterday, aimed at pro-
viding basic combat training for 25,000
Palestinians in the embattled strip. Hamas, the
de facto power in Gaza, is currently engaged in
indirect contacts with Israel to try to reach a
long-term truce, but a year after last summer’s
devastating 50-day war the militant movement
has kept up the fighting talk. “The goal of these
military training camps is to train the vanguard
for liberation - spiritually, intellectually and
physically - to be ready and able to play its role
in liberation,” said a statement by the Ezzedine
al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas’ military wing.

It said that participants, aged 15-60, would
spend two weeks being “trained in military
techniques and in firing live ammunition” as

well as “first aid and rescue techniques”. As with
all the brigades’ activities the camps will be
conducted out of public and media sight.
Rescue squads dealt with thousands of local
victims during the war of July-Aug 2014, the
third in Gaza in six years.

Hamas has long run summer camps devot-
ed to sport and study of the Holy Quran in
Gaza but over the winter the Al-Qassam
brigades launched a new kind of camp, giving
military training to 15 to 20-year-olds. Human
rights activists condemned it as a forced mili-
tarisation of Gazan society and a violation of
children’s rights. Brushing off the criticism, the
brigades are repeating the exercise with the
summer camp, while raising the upper age lim-
it to 60. — AFP 
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OUAGADOUGOU: Families of victims of an Air
Algerie plane that crashed a year ago on Friday
gathered in Ouagadougou, capital of Burkina
Faso, to commemorate the tragedy, asking that
unidentified victims’ remains be flown from
Mali for burial. Solemn commemorations
began Thursday to mark the July 24, 2014
crash that killed all 116 people on board,
including 54 French nationals, with families lay-
ing flowers at a cemetery west of the
Burkinabe capital. Twenty-three victims came
from Burkina Faso, while others were from
Lebanon, Algeria, Spain, Canada, Germany and
Luxembourg. “I ask from the bottom of my
heart that the unidentified remains of our rela-
tives buried in a cemetery in Bamako be repa-
triated to Ouagadougou,” said Sandrine Tricot,
who heads an association of French victims of
Flight AH5017, during a ceremony in
Ouagadougou. Most of the victims’ remains

had been sent for identification after the
tragedy to France, but unidentified bodies
were buried in Mali, where the plane crashed
while on course from Burkina Faso to Algeria.
“They should be (buried) where they flew
from,” said Tricot, whose husband was killed in
the accident. “We are following all the legal
routes in order to bring them back,” said Me
Halidou Ouedraogo, who lost his daughter and
represents the relatives of Burkinabe victims.

Relatives laid flowers at the cemetery in
Goughin, west of Ouagadougou, where
Burkinabe victims of the tragedy were buried.
Earlier this month, a French judicial probe
found a series of “tragic” errors caused the
crash in the Malian desert, while a lawyer rep-
resenting the victims said there was “over-
whelming” evidence against Air Algerie and
Spanish carrier Swiftair, which operated the
flight.— AFP 
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TUNIS: The Tunisian parliament adopted a
new anti-terror law overnight Friday aimed
at beefing up powers to confront a jihadist
threat following deadly attacks but which
has been slammed by rights groups as dra-
conian. The law was adopted after three
days of debate by 174 members of parlia-
ment with ten abstentions and no votes
against, according to an AFP tally. The presi-
dent of the assembly, Mohamed Ennaceur
welcomed the passing of the “law against
terrorism and money laundering”, calling it
an “historic” moment. “It’s with pride we
have arrived at this historic moment ... this
law will reassure the citizens,” Ennaceur said.

The new legislation comes after a gun-
man massacred 38 tourists on a Tunisian
beach in an attack claimed by Islamic State
group (IS) on June 26. In March an attack on
the Bardo museum in the capital Tunis that
was also claimed by IS left 21 tourists dead.
The law replaces legislation from 2003
which was adopted under the dictatorship
of Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and rights groups
say was largely used to crush dissent, in par-
ticular then-banned Islamist party Ennahda,
which today is one of the main players in
Tunisian politics. While the law was widely
supported by both secular and Islamist par-
ties, it has been strongly criticised by rights
groups and NGOs. “This law poses a real
threat to rights and liberties in Tunisia,” said
Amna Guellali, the Human Rights Watch rep-
resentative in Tunis.

‘Regressive Reforms’ 
Criminal lawyer Ghazi Mrabet agreed the

law was a bad sign, saying: “You can’t fight
terrorism with regressive reforms.” Critics
have condemned the fact the law brings
back capital punishment for a number of

offences, after a de facto quarter-century
moratorium on executions. The death penal-
ty can apply to anyone who “knowingly

murders someone enjoying international
protection”, a reference to people such as
diplomats and international civil servants.

Another article refers to people who commit
rape during the course of a terrorism-related
crime.

Rights groups also questioned the pow-
ers the law accords the authorities, allowing
them to detain suspects for 15 days without
access to a lawyer or being brought before a
judge. The bill would also make it easier for
investigators to use phone-tapping against
suspects and make public expressions of
support for terrorism a jailable offence.
Advocacy groups have said the law’s defini-
tion of terrorist crimes is too vague and it
fails to adequately safeguard the rights of
defendants and could undermine freedoms. 

Members of the leftist opposition have
also criticized the bill, saying it could be
used to stifle popular movements and does
not distinguish between protests and terror-
ist acts. President Beji Caid Essebsi decreed a
month-long state of emergency on July 4,
eight days after the shooting at the
Mediterranean resort of Port El Kantaoui
killed 30 Britons, three Irish nationals, two
Germans, one Belgian, one Portuguese and
a Russian. That came after two gunmen
attacked Tunisia’s national museum on
March 18, killing 21 foreigners and a
Tunisian policeman. 

Both attacks were claimed by the Islamic
State jihadist group. The country’s vital
tourist industry has been badly hit and
Essebsi has said his country is “at war with
terrorism”. “The army, the National Guard,
the security forces are doing their duty and
the Tunisian people must be secured,” he
has said. “The country needs to overcome
this crisis, everyone must unite.” In a sign of
the prevailing tensions in the country, the
interior ministry on Friday announced they
had foiled a planned terror attack in Bizerte
in the North, arresting 16 suspects and
killing another as well as seizing arms and
explosives. — AFP 

Tunisia adopts anti-terror law despite rights concerns

SOUSSE: In this file photo, a hooded Tunisian police officer stands guard ahead of the visit of top security officials of
Britain, France, Germany and Belgium at the scene of shooting attack in front of the Imperial Marhaba hotel in the
Mediterranean resort of Sousse, Tunisa. Tunisia’s parliament has voted overwhelmingly to pass the country’s new anti-ter-
ror law after a pair of devastating attacks against tourists, but critics fear the new legislation may endanger this North
African nation’s hard won freedoms. — AP 

OUAGADOUGOU: Relatives of the victims of the crash that killed all 116 people
aboard an Air Algerie plane in Mali last year, gather in front of a model of the
stele which will be built for the victims in Ouagadougou. — AFP 


