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Al-Shaheed Park, Kuwait City: Surrounded by
green, you forget that you live in a desert - at
least for the moment. That is the feeling visitors

get when they enter the new urban greenbelt, Al
Shaheed Park, developed by an Amiri Diwan initiative.
According to lead designer, Ricardo Camacho, the aim
is to create a green space that transports visitors from
the traditional buildings and souqs of Kuwait City into
a luscious and verdant garden. The modern and futuris-
tic approach to the park’s design epitomizes Amiri
Diwan’s strategic vision of “handling over the manage-
ment of the property to the Kuwaiti youth to help culti-
vate and nurture the arts, history and culture.”

The designs and the architecture of Al-Shaheed Park
unique celebrate Kuwait’s history and commemorate
its most important moments. The Monument to
Martyrs, a seven-meter-high glass sculpture, was built
to honor the martyrs of Kuwait. The Thekra Museum, a
memorial museum tells the history and battles of
Kuwait. There is also a scenic botanical garden, a lake,
and open lawns. 

Behind the design is a young Portuguese architect
residing in Hawally. Kuwait Times had the chance to
interview 35-year-old Camacho, lead consultant
designer of Al-Shaheed Park. In April 2013, Ricardo
assumed the coordination and direction of design for
the reconversion of Al-Shaheed Park for the Amiri
Diwan in association with the local office, The
Associated Engineering Partnership (TAEP). 

Urban planning and architecture
Ricardo holds a master’s degree from the Graduate

School of Design at Harvard University. His thesis on
Luanda Urban Development was under the supervision
of internationally renowned architect and urban plan-
ner, Joan Busquets. He also has a master’s degree in
architecture from the Technical University of Lisbon
(UTL). 

“I was always interested in post-tourism landscape
and how to re-convert it into something else,” said
Ricardo. Interestingly, Ricardo comes from a land devel-
opment background family, so he was always exposed
to land development and architecture contracture. 

One day, while in the US, Ricardo met a Kuwaiti col-
league. After a first visit to Kuwait in 2009, Ricardo and
his colleague decided to start a joint practice in the
region. Before that, his practice in Portugal was related
to Casa Granturismo Design Village, a large housing
project where he invited several architects from around
the world - from Japan to Chile - to design different

dwelling units. Since 2005, “we started doing other
types of projects related to the planning of large
resorts,  hotels,  and others related to tourism,”
explained Ricardo, “So when I came to Kuwait, we were
trying to understand how we could develop a partner-
ship with that knowledge and be effective in the
region.”

Ricardo started his work in Al-Shaheed Park with the
pre-concept design, but the actual work on the park
began in April 2013. “We started working in the project
as an international consultant. My team and I have
been hired to [create] the design,” said Ricardo. He
added that they were given two months to finish the
design, while the construction was expected to be fin-
ished in 14 months.

Later, TAEP collaborated with the Portuguese archi-
tects and landscape designers to develop further the
project. Their reconversion of the Al-Shaheed Park
included the integration of several buildings in the
existing garden and the selection of a native vegeta-
tion scheme that could respond to water consumption
restrictions, the harsh environmental conditions and
urban maintenance practices. 

The secret to urban landscapes
Ricardo revealed the secret behind his work and his

advice for beginner architects. “I think everyone should
bring back their natural roots, and culture to work,” he
advised. “The development in architecture comes with
passion, establishing a strong relationship with those
buildings around you, looking at every detail in places
you see when traveling, and the feeling you experience
inside those buildings with its materiality.” 

“This is the biggest library that can make you ready
for the practice. Today, you need to be more flexible and
resilient. You just cannot imagine the future with no
background,” he said.

Advice to young architects
“In terms of Kuwait, I advise young people to get

closer to their reality, to know that Hawally is part of
Kuwait not somewhere else outside. I recommend them
to walk, eat, and to do things in Hawally even if it has
very little community of Kuwaiti citizens. Hawally and
Mubarakiya might be the most genuine places you may
have in Kuwait,” he concluded. 
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