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CAIRO/KUWAIT: The Egyptian Foreign Ministry yes-
terday said that the Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry’s visit to Kuwait on Friday and his talks with
the Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah revealed
closeness in the stances of the two countries regard-
ing the major developments in the region.

In a press briefing, the Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bader Abdelatti stated that the talks
showed that both countries have almost identifiable
views of the situation in Yemen, Syria, Libya, Iraq and
the fight against terrorism. He noted that the talks
touched upon the Iranian nunclear deal with the
West and its impact on the Arab national security.

The visit came within the framework of Egypt’s
continuous consultation and coordination with other
countries over the developments in the region, par-
ticularly those related to the national security,
Abdelatti said.

Sheikh Sabah Khaled had held talks with Shoukry
on regional and international issues of mutual inter-
est. The meeting, held at the Foreign Ministry’s
building, was attended by Acting Foreign
Undersecretary Jamal Al-Ghanem, Director of the
Arab Department Abdulhameed Al-Failakawi,
Director of Protocols Dhari Al-Ajran, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Egypt Salem Al-Zamanan, acting
Director of Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s office Saleh Al-
Loughani and Director of Legal Department
Ghanem Al-Ghanem. Egyptian Ambassador to
Kuwait Abdulkareem Suleiman attended the meet-
ing as well. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled held a dinner

banquet in honor of Shoukry and his delegation fol-
lowing the talks.

Shoukry was in the United Arab Emirates earlier in
the day and held talks with his UAE counterpart

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan on boosting
bilateral political, economic and development rela-
tions, in addition to Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Libya and
fight against terrorism. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry’s visit meets Kuwaiti Acting Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. — KUNA

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

The New Middle East

Local spotlight

Kuwait’s Islamic exhibit in Rome

‘cultural message’: Sheikh Salman

K U W A I T :
National Bank
of Kuwait (NBK)
launches its
annual cam-
paign to help
keep Kuwait
beach clean
during the
summer sea-
son, for the
tenth consecu-
tive year. 

NBK staff and volunteers will
clean up beaches littered with trash
and other harmful waste and will
also provide awareness initiatives
to encourage people to keep
Kuwait beaches clean.

“As part of its corporate social
responsibility program, NBK aims to
help keep the environment safe

and clean this summer,” said
Yaqoub Al-Baqer, NBK Public
Relations Officer.

“ This Annual Nationwide
Campaign for Kuwait`s Beach
cleanup and preservation will

include an all-day beach cleanup
undertaken by NBK staff and volun-
teers, where they will visit popular
beaches and collect trash, food left-
overs and other debris left by visi-
tors,” added Baqer.

The cleanup campaign will run
during the summer season and will
cover different areas in Kuwait.
More information regarding the
cleanup and locations will be sent
through NBK’s social media net-
work.

NBK is an environment - friendly
bank and has launched a range of
initiatives - including electricity
conservation and paper recycling -
aimed at promoting environmental
awareness. For more information,
visit: NBK Official Page on Facebook
or NBK Twitter and Instagram
account @NBKPage.

NBK launches nationwide

beach clean-up campaign

ROME: Kuwait’s Islamic exhibit in Rome is a clear
cultural message sent by Kuwait to Italy to
showcase the strong relations linking the two
nations, said Representative of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah late Friday.

Speaking at a dinner banquet held in his
honor by Mayor of Rome Ignazio Marino, Sheikh
Salman, also Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, said that the
holding of the exhibition was a great indication
of the 50-plus years of strong relations between
Kuwait and Italy.

The Kuwaiti minister also citied previous vis-
its paid by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah as additional contributing facts
to the robust ties within all domains including
cultural cooperation. Meanwhile, Sheikh Salman
thanked Italian President Sergio Mattarella for
attending the exhibition. After meeting with the
President, Sheikh Salman said that Mattarella’s
participation was an indication of Italy’s keen
interest in bolstering cultural cooperation with
Kuwait. Sheikh Salman conveyed gratitude and
greetings from the Kuwaiti leadership to
Mattarella, hoping that more events would be
held in the future to further solidify ties.

Cooperation
Meanwhile, Director general of Kuwait’s Dar

Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI) Sheikha Hessa
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah said that the exhibi-
tion is part of the cultural cooperation between
Kuwait and Italy. Sheikha Hessa expressed grati-
tude to the Italian president for attending the
opening ceremony, and also to Minister of

Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah, who represented His Highness the
Premier.

Sheikha Hessa also lauded the efforts by the
Kuwaiti and Italian teams preparing for the exhi-
bition, the first of its kind in Rome, “capital of
Italy and the Western civilization.” She explained
how Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah collected works of Islamic art since the
1970s.  This collection is unquestionably one of
the most important in the world, in terms of the
quality and originality of the works of art it con-
tains.

Speaking to KUNA, Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Italy Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, expressed
pride over the unique cultural event “held amid
the historical landmarks of the Italian capital.”
The exhibition which manifests the bright
image of the Islamic civilization, is an outcome
of the rising bilateral ties between Italy and
Kuwait.

Unique pieces
The ‘Art of the Islamic Civilization’ exhibition,

organized by Kuwait ’s Dar Al-Athar Al-
Islamiyyah (DAI), features up to 363 unique
pieces, including jewels and manuscripts. The
exhibition, taking place on July 25th -
September 20th, is divided into two parts. The
first, which is strictly chronological, begins with
a small numismatic section designed to provide
a historical and geographical introduction to the
main stages in the development of Muslim civi-
lizations. It ends with the three great 16th centu-
ry empires: the Turkish Ottoman Empire in the
Mediterranean; the Iranian Safavid Empire and
the Indian Mughal Empire with its fairy-tale opu-
lence.— KUNA

TAFILAH/BEIRUT: Work has begun on a Kuwait-funded school in the
province of Tafilah, 200 kilometers south of the capital Amman,
Jordanian and Kuwaiti organizers announced yesterday. The school,
named after His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
is to be built from a charitable $4.2 million grant from Kuwait. The
school is set to be built on a sprawling area of 10,000 square meters
to accommodate some 2,500 students.’  The commencement cere-
mony, held yesterday, was attended by top officials from both coun-
tries including Jordan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Education, Mohammed Thneibat and Kuwait’s ambassador to the
Hashemite Kindgom, Dr Hamad Al Duaij. In comments to KUNA,
Thneibat expressed gratitude for Kuwait’s financing of the project.

The project, comprised of two co-educational schools, is set to
consist of 40 classrooms on four different floors, in addition to vast
sports grounds and a parking lot, all built on lush surroundings.
Moreover, Jordan’s Minister of Public Works, Sammy Halsa, said that
the school contains of all the necessary features to make it one of the
nation’s pre-eminent academic institutions. The school is set to open
its doors in one year’s time, Halsa added.

Phased plan
In other news, the Kuwait Red Crescent Society is engaged in

implementing a phased plan aimed at distributing locally-grown
agricultural products to Syrian refugees. The second phase of the
humanitarian project, currently underway, aims at securing such
products, namely potatoes, for 11,000 Syrian refugees, said Dr.
Musaed Al-Enezi, the KRCS head in Lebanon said yesterday. Up to 450
tons of those  crops were given to them recently. Lebanon hosts
some 1.2 million Syrian refugees. The Kuwaiti relief authorities had
provided abundant aid to Syrian refugees in Lebanon and other
neighboring countries. Kuwait had also hosted three international
donors’ conferences, during which more than three billion dollars
were pledged for aiding the Syrians. — KUNA

ROME: Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah speaks during a dinner banquet held in
his honor by Mayor of Rome Ignazio Marino. — KUNA
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Has anyone seen the map published online under the title
“New Middle East”? Is it really possible to abolish entire states
with the stroke of a pen by sectarian chaos? This map was

framed on the basis of sectarian divides and this is why journalists
and human rights activists today need to focus on every aspect of it
more than ever.   

The “New Middle East” project was first introduced publicly by for-
mer US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in 2006. At that time, the
theory of “constructive chaos” seemed a fantasy and exaggeration.
Today we are in 2015, and I have a second opinion about the matter
with a new perspective. I believe the whole issue was underestimated
or was not fully comprehended at that time. Since 2011, “creative
chaos” and the Arab Spring have swept up many Arab countries in
their path for the formation of the New Middle East or the “Greater
Middle East”. These events generated conditions of violence and war-
fare throughout the region in order to speed up the redrawing of the
map of the Middle East.

The more I read in depth about this project, it seems clear to me
that it has portrayed our lands as an area that does not have any her-
itage, history or rights. The Arab Spring was harmful and bloody since
its birth in light of the increasing rise of sectarianism and mercenaries
like IS and others who are working to speed up the mission. The cur-
rent Middle East conflicts are indicators about the upcoming split of
the Arab lands into parts. This fragmentation will facilitate control
over the weaker states. 

It is unfortunate that political movements in the Middle East are
no longer fighting for democracy or human rights. They have
become sectarian, and civil conflicts are the natural end to sectarian
fights. This is troubling for sure.   

Some politicians believe that the new Middle East project is to
serve Israel and its interests in the region.  I don’t think so - at least not
at this stage. This chaos is also endangering Israeli interests and
threatens it too. Sectarian violence is very dangerous, unpredictable
and spreading fast. This project has gone through many stages of
planning over the years by creating a state of chaos, instability and
violence in many countries in the Middle East. 

They say it is hard to predict the long-term situation in the Middle
East, but the more we read how this project works, the more we
know about the threat we are facing. It will put millions of lives in
danger and create a bloodbath until the time of its ending. This is
enough to know.

Letters to Muna

Dear Muna,
I thank you for always shedding light on crucial important social

issues, such as the child law. Child abuse has been spreading due to a
lack of decisive law enforcement to tackle this matter. School staff,
grocers and bus drivers can be dangerous to kids, along with some
bachelors living in family residential area.

In the West, there are special separate departments to deal with
child abuse cases and kids are taught at about their rights and even
have the hotline number of the department. They can easily make a
call to report any incident. When you write, I feel in each line how are
you concerned and frustrated why we as a nation are careless, back-
ward and ignorant. We are moving too slow, and not even towards
progress but to primitive ages. The situation requires the cooperation
of all of us, otherwise the society will be damaged and things will fall
apart.

Adam 

TAFILAH: Kuwait’s ambassador to Jordan Dr Hamad Al
Duaij (third from left, front row) is seen at the com-
mencement ceremony. — KUNA

BEIRUT: People receiving humanitarian aid distributed
by the Kuwait Red Crescent Society. — KUNA


