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Bahrain disrupts bid to

smuggle in explosives
Manama recalls envoy from Iran over ‘hostile comments’

DUBAI: Bahrain authorities have disrupted an attempt
to smuggle high-grade explosives, automatic weapons
and ammunition into the country by sea and have
arrested two Bahraini suspects, the Interior Ministry
said. The two suspects had admitted receiving the ship-
ment from Iranian handlers outside Bahrain’s territorial
waters, it said, adding that one of them had received
military training in Iran in 2013. The ministry statement
said the coastguard intercepted a vessel on July 15
heading towards Bahrain and seized about 44 kg of C4
explosive, eight Kalashnikov assault rifles, 32
Kalashnikov magazines, and ammunition and detona-
tors. It named the two as Mahdi Subah Abdulmohsen
Mohammed, 30, and Abas Abdulhussain Abdullah
Mohammed, also 30. There was no immediate comment
from Iran on the Bahraini statement.

Bahrain said earlier it had recalled its ambassador to
Tehran for consultations after what it said were repeat-
ed hostile statements made by Iranian officials. The
statements were a reflection of Iran’s unfriendly attitude
towards the Gulf Arab monarchy and an interference in
its internal affairs, a statement on state news agency
BNA said. It said the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs
(SCIA) “strongly denounced the repeated blatant Iranian
interference in Bahrain’s internal affairs in order to shake
up the kingdom’s stability and fan tension”. 

Parliament’s foreign affairs committee had a short
time before the announcement of the envoy’s recall
demanded an extraordinary Arab summit to discuss 
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Kuwait keen to

protect rights of 

foreign workers
KUWAIT: Acting Director General of the Public Authority
for Manpower Ahmad Al-Mousa yesterday underlined
that Kuwait is eager to safeguard foreign laborers’ rights.
Mousa also revealed that the authority is planning to
introduce a new mechanism for contracts with foreign
laborers whether in Kuwait or in their home countries to
ensure that only highly-skilled and well-qualified workers
enter the Kuwait labor market. The new mechanism
would include setting up special centers for advance test-
ing job candidates theoretically and practically, he said.

In statements to reporters, Mousa said the authority
has established a world-class integrated shelter for for-
eign workers. He pointed out that the center, which can
accommodate up to 5,000 laborers, is meant to host for-
eign workers who have problems with their employers or
sponsors until their disputes are settled or their financial
and legal rights are fulfilled before they leave the country.
A plethora of social workers, psychiatrists, and lawyers are
working at the center to take care of foreign laborers, he
added. Mousa stated that several human rights organiza-
tions have visited the shelter and expressed admiration of
it and of Kuwait’s efforts to help and care for foreign
laborers. — KUNA KARBABAD, Bahrain: Bahrainis pose for a selfie in the water on a beach in this coastal suburb of the capital

on Friday. —AFP 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Cabinet will discuss within the next two
months a study to increase fuel prices, which has been
completed by KPC and a technical team, as well as a
study of power consumption groups. Sources said the
two studies are ready and have been sent to the
Cabinet to be discussed by its economic committee
before the meeting of the full Cabinet at the end of
August or beginning of September.

Meanwhile, former finance minister Bader Al-
Humaidhi said Kuwait took the step of partially lifting
fuel subsidies in the past to control the smuggling of
diesel and its increasing consumption. Humaidhi, who
spoke on Al-Arabia TV, said the government decided to
reduce subsidies of diesel in particular, but opposition
from one group of consumers influenced the decision
and made “exceptions the rule” and did not remove
much of the subsidies.

He said the Kuwait budget suffers a KD 2.7 billion
deficit in the current year and around KD 5 billion next
year due to the unjustified rises in current expenses
which took place during the period of high oil prices.
Humaidhi called for reconsidering the mechanisms of
government subsidies presented to citizens in the GCC,
considering Kuwait as the best country that can take
this step through several items in its budget that are
directed towards helping national labor, students,
healthcare and other facets.

He said Gulf countries do not have worries in the
short run about financing their budgets due to suffi-
cient surpluses they have, but warned that in the long
run, there are expectations oil prices will not return to
their previous high levels and this will pressure the sub-
sidies presented to Gulf nationals. He demanded that
the private sector be given a larger role to participate
with the government in employing graduates.
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Govt to discuss fuel price hike

Salafists rally behind under-fire Omair 

AL-AIN: A pilot and a United Arab Emirates official from the national center
for meteorology and seismology check salt flares attached to a twin-pro-
peller Beechcraft plane at Al-Ain airport on April 23, 2015.  — AFP 

AL-AIN: The United Arab Emirates, one
of the world’s most arid countries, is
striving to capture every drop of rain it
can wring from the clouds that pass over
the desert nation. In the blazing sun-
shine at Al-Ain airport, a twin-propeller
Beechcraft stands ready to fly into action
at a moment’s notice on a cloud-seeding
mission. The plane is armed with salt
flares that are fired into a promising
cloud to increase condensation and
hopefully trigger a downpour.

The UAE, an oil-rich federation of
about eight million people, ranks among
the world’s top 10 driest countries. Its

annual rainfall stands at 78 mm, more
than 15 times less than what falls in an
average year in the United Kingdom. The
UAE’s National Centre of Meteorology
and Seismology (NCMS) runs the so-
called cloud seeding program.

Its Abu Dhabi-based forecasters mon-
itor weather radars to tell pilots when to
take off on rainfall-inducing sorties. “As
soon as they see some convective cloud
formations, they launch us on a flight to
investigate” to try “to seed the cloud”,
said Mark Newman, deputy chief pilot at
NCMS. Speaking at the base for a fleet of 

Continued on Page 13

Rainclouds have silver

lining for parched UAE

NAIROBI: US President Barack Obama declared
yesterday that “Africa is on the move”, praising
the spirit of entrepreneurship at a business
summit on landmark visit to Kenya. He also
called for gay rights in Africa, comparing
homophobia to racial discrimination he had
encountered in the United States. In a joint
press conference after talks with Kenyan
President Uhuru Kenyatta, Obama also pushed
a tough message on Kenyan corruption, the
civil war in South Sudan, controversial elec-
tions in Burundi and the fight against Somalia’s
Al-Qaeda-affiliated Shabab militants.

Obama arrived in Kenya on Friday, his first
visit as president to his father’s birthplace and
the first to the East African nation by a serving
US leader. “I’ve been consistent all across
Africa on this. When you start treating people
differently, because they’re different, that’s
the path whereby freedoms begin to erode.
And bad things happen,” he said after talks
with the Kenyan leader, in response to a ques-
tion on gay rights.

Continued on Page 13

Obama hails ‘Africa on the move’ 

NAIROBI: US President Barack Obama (center) greets his half-sister Auma Obama
alongside Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta upon his arrival at Kenyatta International
Airport late Friday. —  AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish fighter jets and ground
forces hit Islamic State militants in Syria
and Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) camps
in Iraq yesterday, in a campaign Ankara
said would help create a “safe zone” across
swathes of northern Syria. The strikes fol-
lowed Turkey’s first-ever air attacks on
Islamic State in Syria a day earlier and
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu told a
news conference the heightened security
operations will go on. “These operations
are not ‘one-point operations’ and will con-
tinue as long as there is a threat against
Turkey,” he said.

Turkey has dramatically cranked up its
role in the US-led coalition against Islamic
State, which has seized much of Syria’s

north and east, since a suspected IS suicide
bomber killed 32 people last week in a
town close to the Syrian border. It has also
pledged to target Kurdish militants, raising
concern about the future of the shaky
Kurdish peace process. Critics including
opposition politicians accuse President
Tayyip Erdogan of trying to use the cam-
paign against Islamic State as an excuse to
crack down on Kurds.

Turkey was long a reluctant member of
the coalition against Islamic State, a stance
that annoyed NATO ally Washington, and
this weekend’s move into the frontline
appears to be a response to the suicide
bombing in the border town of Suruc. 
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Turkey strikes IS in Syria, 

Kurdish militants in Iraq

ISMAILIA, Egypt: Boats, including a container ship, cross the new waterway
of the Suez Canal yesterday in this Egyptian port city yesterday. — AFP 

Ships cross New Suez

Canal in first test-run
ISMAILIA, Egypt: The first cargo ships
passed through Egypt’s New Suez
Canal yesterday in a test-run before it
opens next month, state media report-
ed, 11 months after the army began
constructing the $8 billion canal along-
side the existing 145-year-old Suez
Canal. The new waterway, which
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi hopes
will  help expand trade along the
fastest shipping route between Europe
and Asia, will be formally inaugurated
on Aug 6.

Sisi wants the canal to become a
symbol of national pride and to help

combat Egypt’s double-digit unem-
ployment. The old Suez Canal is
already a vital source of hard currency
for Egypt, which has seen tourism and
foreign investment drain away in the
years of turmoil since a 2011 uprising.
Three container ships crossed the new
waterway, state news agency MENA
reported. One was an American ship
heading to Egypt’s Port Said from
Saudi Arabia, another was a Danish
ship sailing to the United States from
Singapore, and a Bahraini ship going to
Italy from Saudi Arabia.
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