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FIFA to meet sponsors 
after reproaches from 
Coke, Visa, McDonald’s 

ST PETERSBURG: FIFA will meet its leading commer-
cial partners next month after three of them increased
pressure for major reforms to soccer’s governing body
following a series of corruption scandals. FIFA Secretary
General Jerome Valcke said that Coca-Cola , Visa and
McDonald’s had written asking for information about
what was being done to clean up governance of the
sport. He admitted that scandal had made it difficult to
attract new sponsors. 

“Clearly, there were a number of sponsors, mainly
three, its Coca-Cola, McDonald’s and Visa, who have
expressed and sent a letter to FIFA, asking for informa-
tion,” he told a new conference in the Russian city of St
Petersburg.

“Two or three days ago we received a letter from all
of them offering to meet together, so there will there
will be a meeting next month.” Criticism of FIFA’s gov-
ernance came to a head in May when US prosecutors
indicted nine soccer officials, most of whom had FIFA
positions, and five marketing and broadcasting compa-
ny executives over a range of alleged offences. These
included fraud, money-laundering and racketeering.
Valcke added that FIFA has been keeping its partners
informed of developments.

“We sent (information) to all our commercial part-
ners, not just those three,” he said. “We sent them an
update, a summary, of all that has happened within
FIFA since 2012 since the first reform process started,
(of) what has been changed within FIFA’s administra-
tion and around FIFA.”

“Definitely, the current situation doesn’t help to
finalize any new agreements, it’s a fact, and I’m sure
that until the next election, until February 26, there
(will be) no major (sponsorship) announcements.” FIFA
President Sepp Blatter is stepping down and a replace-
ment will be chosen in February. Valcke also signaled
that he would be leaving his job then.

New partners
Valcke said that despite the current difficulties there

was still enough time before the 2018 World Cup, to be
held in Russia, to sign up new partners. The current
sponsors have been goal in demanding changes.
Earlier this month, Coca-Cola urged Zurich-based FIFA
to support the creation of an independent body to
reform the way it is run. McDonald’s said it had told
FIFA that it’s internal controls and compliance culture
were not consistent with expectations it has for its
business partners. 

Visa joined in the criticism on Thursday when it also
called for an independent reform commission to be set
up. “We seek to partner with those who think and act
like us,” said Visa Chief Executive Officer Charlie Scharf.
“I don’t believe that FIFA is living up to these stan-
dards.” FIFA announced on Monday that it would set
up a task force to recommend reforms, however this
will be made up of representatives from the continen-
tal soccer confederations. Those confederations are
also responsible for electing the members of FIFA’s
executive committee. — Reuters

CAIRO: Denied entry to watch his favorite
football team, Osama Gamal glumly settled
on a pavement outside and followed the
match live on his phone as policemen guard-
ed the near-empty stadium. Egypt once
boasted some of the strongest teams in Africa
and the Middle East, and the sport was
adored by millions. But the bloody turmoil of
the past four years has not spared the world’s
most popular sport, which in the minds of
many Egyptian fans has become synonymous
with deadly riots and stampedes. 

Games are now played in empty stadiums,
with spectators banned. “Although it is
played for spectators, we no longer enjoy
football, our only pleasure in life,” said Gamal,
21. Two editions of the Egyptian Premier
League have been cancelled since the 2011
uprising that ousted longtime president
Hosni Mubarak. When the authorities did
open some matches for spectators, they were
marred by deadly violence.

In February, police fired tear gas at fans
who tried to push their way into a Cairo stadi-
um. Nineteen people died in the ensuing
stampede. It was the second such incident
since the 2011 uprising. In the deadliest
sports riot in Egypt’s modern history, 72 fans
were killed after a match in the canal city of
Port Said in 2012. “For the first time in my
adult life, my favourite team Zamalek will win
the premier league championship and we
can’t even celebrate,” Gamal said. Last week’s
game between Cairo clubs El-Nasr and

Zamalek-expected to win the trophy for the
first time in 11 years-was attended by only a
few high-profile invitees, with police outnum-
bering spectators, an AFP correspondent
reported.

‘Matches result in bloodshed’
Football has always stirred passions

among Egyptians, and many still accuse
Mubarak of using it to distract them from the
political and economic woes that marred his
reign. But that passion has turned to deadly
violence in the political climate of recent
years. “I ran for my life from the teargas and
chaos” that erupted during the February
stampede, said lawyer Mohamed El-Arabi.
That match was among just a handful that
had been open to the public, and the authori-
ties reimposed the ban on spectators follow-
ing the crush. Sixteen defendants are on trial
on charges of starting the stampede. They are
accused of being members of the Ultras
White Knights-hardcore Zamalek supporters-
and prosecutors allege they received funds
from the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood to
spark the rioting. For Egyptians football used
to be a festive occasion when friends and
families gathered to watch a match at homes
or at stadiums. But Ashraf El-Sherif, professor
of political science at the American University
in Cairo, said Egyptians’ attitudes to football
has changed. “People feel that the entire
process involved in these football matches
results in bloodshed and chaos, so they are

losing interest,” he said. The political turbu-
lence that followed Mubarak’s ouster and the
overthrow of his Islamist successor,
Mohamed Morsi, has deeply impacted the
sport. Morsi’s toppling by the army in July
2013 polarized Egypt for months, and an
ensuing government crackdown targeting his
supporters left hundreds dead and thousands
jailed. Jihadists have also killed scores of
policemen and soldiers in retaliatory attacks.

‘Football is dead’
In May, a court outlawed the Ultras, who

were at the forefront of protests that toppled
Mubarak and have openly displayed their
hostility to the police. The national team has
also suffered since Mubarak’s fall, failing three
times since 2011 to qualify for the African
Cup of Nations it had once dominated. “Local
football no longer arouses the same passion,”
said Samir, a waiter in a cafe in the capital’s
Sayeda Zeinab district. Behind him a match
involving El-Ahly, the most popular club in
Egypt, is being broadcast live on television
but few seem to care. “We have more cus-
tomers when Barcelona or Real Madrid play.
There are no empty chairs left then,” he said.
“Football is dead in Egypt,” said Sameh
Mamdouh, an engineer who previously never
missed a match. “My only pleasure now is to
watch European football. Everything is more
sophisticated with the European champi-
onship-the competition, the performance
and the audience.”— AFP 

CAIRO: Empty stands are seen at the Petro Sport Stadium during an Egyptian league football match in Cairo. The bloody
turmoil of the past four years has not spared football, which in the minds of many Egyptian fans has become synony-
mous with deadly riots and stampedes. — AFP

Football frenzy waning
in turbulent Egypt

ST PETERSBURG: Jerome Valcke expects to
leave his job as FIFA secretary general after Sepp
Blatter’s successor is elected. Valcke, however,
said yesterday it is not because he is responsible
for any wrongdoing in the crisis that has shaken
the governing body. The Frenchman has served
for eight years as the top administrator at FIFA,
which is at the center of criminal investigations
by American and Swiss authorities. The weight
of the corruption probes and sponsors’ concerns
led to Blatter announcing June 2 he will leave
FIFA, a move that came four days after he was
re-elected to serve a fifth, four-year term. 

A successor to Blatter, who has headed the

governing body since 1998, is to be elected on
Feb 26. “Whoever becomes the FIFA president
should have a new secretary general because it’s
the most important relationship for the organi-
zation,” Valcke said in St. Petersburg ahead of
the 2018 World Cup qualifying draw. “About my
future, I would say that at least I can have some
privacy in regards of whatever questions you are
asking, and what I want do with my life is just a
question about me and myself.”

The questions in recent weeks have centered
on Valcke’s direct links to payments totaling $10
million from FIFA accounts which the US
Department of Justice said were bribes to FIFA

executive committee members to vote for South
Africa as the 2010 World Cup host. Valcke began
his job several months before the money trans-
fers in early 2008 to accounts controlled by for-
mer FIFA vice president Jack Warner. FIFA and
Valcke said the cash was believed to be for soc-
cer projects for the African diaspora in the
Caribbean, and was approved by Julio
Grondona of Argentina, the chairman of FIFA’s
finance committee, who died last year.

Valcke has denied wrongdoing and did not
discuss the specifics of the case yesterday but
stressed he only carries out the orders of the
FIFA congress and the executive committee. “As

the head of the administration I can be proud of
what FIFA’s administration has done and FIFA’s
administration, I don’t think, has ever been part
of any of the stories which are around FIFA,
including all the commercial agreements we
have signed from (2007-15),” Valcke said. “I have
not seen anything which is related to any
wrongdoings by the FIFA administration regard-
ing any commercial aspect of FIFA during this
period. “So what you are asking me, if I am
responsible for what has happened this last
time, I don’t think that I am really involved, and I
don’t think that I have anything to do in this
case.” — AP

FIFA secretary general Valcke expects to leave with Blatter


