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LONDON: West Bromwich Albion announced yester-
day they had suspended talks with a possible buyer
for the Premier League club as chairman Jeremy
Peace said he “would not be held to ransom”. The
BBC reported that a period of exclusivity in takeover
talks granted to a Chinese consortium had ended
because Peace was not satisfied with the speed of
negotiations. And in a statement issued on the
Midlands club’s website yesterday, Peace confirmed
that he was now ready to listen to other offers. 

“I have today brought to a close the period of exclu-
sivity announced on July 3 and suspended negotia-
tions with the interested party involved over the sale
of West Bromwich Albion Holdings Ltd,” Peace said. “I

entered into an exclusivity arrangement in good faith
after agreeing terms for the sale but it is now clear to
me that this potential purchaser is unable to fulfil the
terms of that agreement at this time.”

Peace, chairman since 2003, had reportedly valued
the Baggies at between £150 million-£200 million
($232-$310 million, 141-283 million euros).  West
Brom finished in 13th place last season and comfort-
ably avoided relegation from English football’s top
flight.Peace added he was determined not to let off-
field matters disrupt the Baggies’ progress under
manager Tony Pulis  “The club’s long-term stability
and continued development is of paramount impor-
tance and I am not satisfied that the interests of West

Bromwich Albion would have been best served by
my continuing discussions at present,” he said.  

“It is important that I re-emphasize that the possi-
ble sale of the club does not and will not impact upon
its day-to-day running and that this applies particu-
larly in an area which I know concerns all supporters-
team strengthening.  “This is a period in which there
is always an understandable impatience for new sign-
ings to strengthen our squad and nowhere is this
pressure more keenly felt than at board level. “But we
will not be held to ransom. Of course I know this can
add to supporter frustration but I do believe they will
see our efforts come to fruition over the course of the
transfer window.” —AFP

Baggies suspend takeover talks

MOGYOROD: Rescue workers unload the car of Sahara Force India F1 Team’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez after
his crash during the first practice session of the Hungarian Grand Prix Formula One race yesterday at the
Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod. —AFP

‘Retirement panic’ 
keeping Arsene 

Wenger motivated
LONDON: Arsene Wenger has banished any thoughts of
retirement as the Arsenal manager fine-tunes his prepara-
tions for his 20th season with the Gunners in the Emirates
Cup this weekend. With his 66th birthday looming in
October, Wenger could be forgiven for being seduced by the
stress-free lifestyle that would await him in his golden years
if he turned his back on the pressures of the Premier League
rat race. Even the ferociously competitive Alex Ferguson
eventually called it quits after growing tired of the battle to
keep Manchester United at the top. But Wenger, who took
charge at Arsenal in 1996, has dedicated his entire existence
to his job and the Frenchman says he is terrified at the
prospect of walking away from the sport for good.

“Retirement? Yes, it crosses my mind sometimes but for
no longer than five seconds because I panic a little bit,”
Wenger told the British media this week. “When we played
at Man United, Ferguson came to meet me after the game. I
said: ‘Come on, you don’t miss it?’ He says: ‘No.’ He had
enough. He goes to every game. But he has horses. I have no
horses. “Enthusiasm? That is not a problem, honestly. I am
more committed than ever for that. I just think the number
of times you have done it doesn’t count. It is how much you
love what you do that counts. “And the love of what you do
is not necessarily diminished by the number of times you’ve
done it. Football is new every day. That’s a big quality.”

Cutting edge
Wenger’s obsessive approach to management has kept

him on the cutting edge for nearly two decades with Arsenal-
an era that has brought three Premier League titles, six FA
Cups and a Champions League final appearance. But his com-
mitment to the cause has been tested as well after 11 years
without a league title-never more so than when he was ver-
bally abused by Arsenal supporters as he boarded a train fol-
lowing a lacklustre defeat at Stoke last season.

“You would not necessarily expect people to insult you on
the way to the train. It’s the way society has gone and you
have to go with it. You can take it or not,” he said. “That’s
where experience helps. You have a good assessment of who
you are. And you’re not influenced by what people say.
“Because with every defeat people say: ‘What is this guy
doing?’ Every three days you are questioned. You have an
exam every three days. “You have to prepare for the next
exam and come out of it with success. So it always demands
100 percent commitment.” On the evidence of their brilliant
demolition of Aston Villa in last year’s FA Cup final, Arsenal are
closer than ever to ending their title drought. And Wenger is
so satisfied with his current squad that his only major pre-sea-
son signing to date is Petr Cech, the Czech goalkeeper lured
from the Chelsea bench for £11 million. Arsenal fans should
get their first glimpse of Cech this weekend when the north
London club host the Emirates Cup friendly tournament.
Wenger’s team face French club Lyon today and German side
Wolfsburg on Sunday as they look ahead to the Community
Shield against Chelsea at Wembley on August 2 and their
Premier League opener at home to West Ham seven days lat-
er. In the tournament’s other fixtures, Wolfsburg take on
Spanish outfit Villarreal in the opening match today, while on
Sunday Lyon face Villarreal. —AFP

BUDAPEST: Mexican Sergio Perez scrambled free from the
wreckage of a heavy crash that left his Force India upside
down on the track, halting first practice for the Hungarian
Formula One Grand Prix yesterday. Video replays indicated
a right rear suspension failure after the car went over artifi-
cial grass at the exit to turn 11 and pitched sideways across
the track and into the barriers.

The car then flipped over before coming to a halt, with
Perez climbing out and walking away apparently unhurt.
The accident came only three days after drivers attended
the funeral of Frenchman Jules Bianchi, who died last week
in hospital of injuries sustained at the Japanese Grand Prix
nine months ago. All the cars carried tributes to the 25-
year-old, the first driver to die from race injuries since 1994.
“It was a really bad accident, pretty unlucky,” Perez told
reporters of his crash at the Hungaroring.

“But everything’s alright. It was a strange accident. I
thought it was under control but the AstroTurf was very
dirty which is why I went in the wall. We’ll have to check
everything in detail.” Force India will miss the day’s second

practice session as Perez’s car is too badly damaged and
investigations into the suspension problem which caused
the crash are ongoing. “As a precaution, the team has cho-
sen not to run Nico Hulkenberg this afternoon,” it said. “The
team will work hard to fully understand the cause of the
failure and find a resolution in order to be ready for
Saturday’s free practice.”

The morning session re-started after the Force India was
cleared away but was again halted with five minutes
remaining when Kimi Raikkonen lost the front wing of his
Ferrari and spread debris across the track. Double world
champion Lewis Hamilton was fastest for Mercedes, 0.109
seconds ahead of team mate and title rival Nico Rosberg.
Raikkonen was third fastest with Australian Daniel
Ricciardo, last year’s winner, fourth for Red Bull. Lotus
reserve Jolyon Palmer failed to set a time with the team’s
preparations suffering a setback when payment problems
meant Pirelli did not release their tyres until shortly before
the session started. Both sides said the issue had now been
resolved. —Reuters

Mexico’s Perez land-crash 
upside down in Hungary


