
NEW YORK: Clayton Kershaw pitched a three-hitter,
retiring the first 18 batters in his second shutout of
the season, as the los Angeles Dodgers beat the New
York Mets 3-0 on Thursday night. Kershaw (8-6) now
has thrown 29 consecutive scoreless innings - 14 2/3
less than teammate Zack Greinke - and 11 career
shutouts. He was perfect until Curtis Granderson lined
a leadoff single in the seventh inning. The worst-hit-
ting team in the majors was all but helpless against
the three-time Cy Young Award winner. Kershaw
struck out 11 and did not walk a batter. He has fanned
38 without a walk in his last three outings. Jimmy
Rollins hits his ninth home run in the third inning for
first-place los Angeles and that was enough for
Kershaw (8-6). He improved to 6-0 with 1.34 ERA in his
career against the Mets. Bartolo Colon (9-9) did his
best to keep the Mets in it, tossing eight innings and
allowing five hits and one run.

CARDINALS 4, ROYALS 3
John lackey threw seven strong innings after a

shaky beginning, Trevor Rosenthal escaped his own
jam in the ninth and St louis beat Kansas City. Randal
Grichuk and Matt Carpenter hit two-run homers as
the Cardinals won in the makeup of a rainout last
month. As in the originally scheduled game, St. louis
and Kansas City led their league in wins and lackey
(9-5) and Chris Young (8-6) were the scheduled
starters. Rosenthal, pitching for the third straight day,
took over to begin the ninth with a 4-2 lead. Alex Rios
led off with a single and Omar Infante followed with a
triple. The Royals went on to put runners on second
and third with no outs, but Rosenthal held on for his
30th save in 32 chances. Mike Moustakas grounded
out to end it.

ASTROS 5, RED SOX 4
Jose Altuve homered with one out in the bottom

of the ninth, the last of his four hits, and Houston
Astros beat Boston to extend the Red Sox’s losing
streak to a season-high eight games. The game was
tied at 4-all when Altuve connected off Craig Breslow
(0-1) and homered into the seats in left-center. The
play was reviewed and confirmed. Marwin Gonzalez
and Colby Rasmus both went deep for the Astros,
who lead the majors with 135 home runs. Josh Fields
pitched a scoreless ninth for the win (3-1). Boston’s
David Ortiz cut the lead to 4-3 with a solo homer off

Will Harris with no outs in the eighth. Mike Napoli’s
RBI double off closer luke Gregerson later in the
inning tied it.

TWINS 3, ANGELS 0
Ervin Santana pitched eight innings of four-hit ball

against his former team, and Minnesota snapped
both its four-game skid and los Angeles’ seven-game
winning streak. Trevor Plouffe hit a three-run homer
in the fourth inning for the Twins, who wrapped their
six-game California road trip with bookend wins.
Santana (2-0) was outstanding in his fourth start for
Minnesota after throwing 7 2-3 scoreless innings in
Oakland last week. He spent his first eight major
league seasons with the Angels, winning 96 games
from 2005-12. Garrett Richards (10-7) yielded four hits
over eight innings in his second loss in three starts.
The Angels had won 13 of 15 and 17 of 20 while
climbing atop the Al West.

YANKEES 9, ORIOLES 3
Jacoby Ellsbury finished a triple shy of the cycle

and drove in four runs and Chase Headley hit a three-
run double in the first inning as New York completed
a three-game sweep of Baltimore to bolster its spot
atop the Al East.

Masahiro Tanaka (7-3) won his third straight start,
allowing three solo homers and a double in 7 2-3
innings to help New York to its ninth win in 11 games.
The Yankees are 12 over .500 at 53-41 for the first
time since May 25, 2013, their high point that season.
Ellsbury homered, had a sacrifice fly and a two-run
double among three hits. With a chance at the cycle,
he grounded back to the pitcher in the eighth. Didi
Gregorius followed Headley’s bases-clearing hit with
an RBI single off Ubaldo Jimenez as New York
increased their major league-leading total of first-
inning runs to 86.

PIRATES 7, NATIONALS 3
Francisco liriano allowed three hits over six-plus

dominant innings and Pittsburgh raced by
Washington. liriano (6-6) struck out 11 against three
walks as the Pirates returned from a miserable post
All-Star break road trip to drop the Nl East-leading
Nationals. Andrew McCutchen, Pedro Alvarez and
Francisco Cervelli homered for Pittsburgh, which end-
ed a seven-game losing streak to Washington.

Starling Marte and Jung Ho Kang added two hits
apiece for the Pirates, who acquired third baseman
Aramis Ramirez from Milwaukee before the game to
bolster an infield dealing with injuries to Josh
Harrison and Jordy Mercer. Doug Fister (3-6) labored
through five innings, giving up four runs and nine hits
to drop his third straight decision. Ian Desmond had
two of Washington’s six hits, including a two-run
homer in the ninth.

DIAMONDBACKS 8, BREWERS 3
Zack Godley struck out seven in six shutout

innings in his major league debut, leading Arizona to a
victory over Milwaukee. Godley, a 25-year-old right-
hander called up from Double-A before Thursday’s
game, held the Brewers to four hits, sprinting off the
mound to the dugout after each inning. He got run
support from 13 Diamondbacks hits, including three
with two RBIs for AJ Pollock. Yasmany Tomas gave the
Diamondbacks an early lead with a solo home run in
the second inning. The Brewers failed to score in the
third after putting runners on first and third with no
outs. Gerardo Parra grounded back to Godley, who
threw to second base for a force out.  Diamondbacks
shortstop Nick Ahmed then threw home, and Arizona
got a double play when Oscar Hernandez tagged the
Brewers’ Hernan Perez at the plate.

MARINERS 3, TIGERS 2, 12 INNINGS
Mike Zunino’s RBI double in the top of the 12th

inning gave Seattle a win over Detroit. Chris Taylor
started the 12th with a single off Ian Krol (1-3), and
Zunino tried to bunt him to second. After two failed
attempts, Zunino doubled down the left-field line.
Yoenis Cespedes misread the bounce off the fence,
allowing Taylor to score the go-ahead run. Tom
Wilhelmsen pitched the bottom of the 12th for his
first save of the season after Fernando Rodney (3-4)
threw a scoreless 11th. Neither starter was involved in
the decision. David Price, the subject of trade rumors
with Detroit (47-48) struggling to get above .500,
allowed two runs in eight-plus innings. Seattle’s
Hisashi Iwakuma allowed two runs in seven innings.

BLUE JAYS 5, ATHLETICS 2
Russell Martin homered, doubled and drove in

three runs, Josh Donaldson went deep against his for-
mer team and Toronto powered past Oakland. The

Blue Jays continued their pop at the plate to give
knuckleballer R.A. Dickey (4-10) all the support he
needed. Dickey allowed two runs and five hits in 8 1-3
innings in place of ill starter Drew Hutchison, who is
scheduled to take the mound in Friday’s series open-
er at Seattle instead. Drew Pomeranz started after the
A’s traded lefty Scott Kazmir to Houston for a pair of
minor leaguers before the game. Pomeranz gave up
two runs in 1 2-3 innings, and the bullpen also strug-
gled to contain Toronto’s potent hitters. Bo Schultz
got Ike Davis to ground into a double play for his first
career save. Dan Otero (2-4) allowed two runs in three
innings for the loss.

WHITE SOX 8, INDIANS 1
Jeff Samardzija, perhaps pitching for the final time

in a Chicago uniform, allowed one run in eight
innings and Melky Cabrera homered from both sides
of the plate, leading the White Sox to a victory over
Cleveland. Samardzija (7-5), who has been the subject
of trade rumors with the July 31 deadline approach-
ing, held the Indians to four hits, struck out three and
didn’t walk a batter. Cabrera hit a leadoff homer in
the fourth off right-hander Trevor Bauer to break a
scoreless tie. He added a two-run shot off left-hander
Kyle Crockett in the seventh. Cabrera has homered
from both sides of the plate twice in his career, the
first time on July 28, 2014, against Boston. Alexei
Ramirez hit a three-run homer in the fourth while
Adam Eaton homered to lead off the fifth and
Chicago snapped a four-game losing streak.

MARLINS 4, PADRES 0
Tom Koehler threw seven strong innings, combin-

ing with two relievers on a three-hitter that lifted
Miami to a win over San Diego. Koehler (8-6) walked
four and hit a batter, but the right-hander limited the
Padres to three singles and successfully worked out of
the only jam he faced. Koehler, Steve Cishek and Mike
Dunn handed San Diego its major league-high 14th
shutout. Miami won its third straight on the road for
the first time this season. The Marlins used five con-
secutive singles with two outs, along with a wild pitch
and two errors on the same play, to score four runs in
the sixth inning to break a scoreless tie. Tyson Ross (6-
8) was dominant early before he faltered in the sixth.
Ross allowed four runs - three earned - and eight hits
over 5 2/3 innings with eight strikeouts. —AP
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Dodgers blank New York Mets 3-0

SAN DIEGO: Adeiny Hechavarria #3 of the Miami Marlins steals second base ahead of the tag of Alexi Amarista #5 of the San Diego Padres during the third inning of a
baseball game at Petco Park July 23, 2015 in California. —AFP


