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Jolie to direct
Cambodia war
film for Netflix

Actress-turned-director Angelina Jolie is to make a film
about Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge regime seen through the
eyes of a war-scarred child for Netflix, the streaming giant

said Thursday.  The Oscar-winning Hollywood A-lister will adapt
“First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia
Remembers,” a harrowing memoir by Cambodian human rights
activist Loung Ung about surviving the deadly regime.  “I was
deeply affected by Loung’s book,” said Jolie, cited in a Netflix
statement. 

“It deepened forever my understanding of how children expe-
rience war and are affected by the emotional memory of it. “And
it helped me draw closer still to the people of Cambodia, my
son’s homeland,” said the 40-year-old, speaking of Maddox, her
adopted son with megastar husband Brad Pitt. Netflix said
Maddox Jolie-Pitt, 13, the Hollywood couple’s eldest child, will be
involved in the production. Jolie will direct and produce the film
from a script she co-wrote with Ung. Acclaimed Cambodian
director Rithy Panh, nominated for an Oscar for 2013’s “The
Missing Picture,” will also serve as a producer. 

Netflix Chief Content Officer Ted Sarandos said: “We are proud
to be working with Angelina Jolie in bringing this emotionally
powerful and ultimately uplifting story exclusively to Netflix
members around the world.  “Loung Ung’s incredible journey is a
testament to the human spirit and its ability to transcend even
the toughest circumstances,” he added. The movie will be
released on Netflix in late 2016.  Jolie’s feature film debut was
2011’s “In the Land of Blood and Honey” set in the Bosnian war.
Her 2014 “Unbroken” was nominated for three Oscars. She won
an Oscar for best supporting actress for 1999’s “Girl, Interrupted.”
She also won the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’
Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award last year. — AFP

As anticipated by Variety, US director Scott Cooper’s “Black
Mass” toplining Johnny Depp, will world premiere at the
72nd Venice Film Festival, out-of-competition, the fest has

announced. “Black Mass” will screen on Friday September 4th in
the Sala Grande venue in the Lido’s Palazzo del Cinema. “Black
Mass,” which Warner Bros. will release in the US on September 18,
is a biopic of Boston gangster James “Whitey” Bulger, played by
Depp, who became an FBI informant and used this status to elimi-
nate criminal competition during the 1970s, ‘80s, and early ‘90s.
The Italian release is scheduled for October 1.

Pic also stars Benedict Cumberbatch, Kevin Bacon, Joel
Edgerton and Peter Sarsgaard, making for a hefty dose of star
power likely to be disembarking on the Lido. “Black Mass” is pro-
duced by John Lesher, Brian Oliver, Scott Cooper, Patrick
McCormick, and Tyler Thompson, with Brett Ratner, James Packer,
Peter Mallouk, Ray Mallouk, Christopher Woodrow, Brett
Granstaff, Gary Granstaff, Phil Hunt and Compton Ross serving as
executive producers. The screenplay is by Mark Mallouk and Jez
Butterworth (“Get on Up,” “Edge of Tomorrow”) based on the
book by Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neill.  As previously announced,

Baltasar Kormakur’s mountain climbing thriller “Everest” from
Universal, starring Jake Gyllenhaal, will open Venice September 2,
also out-of-competition. The Venice Film Festival will run
September 2-12. — Reuters 

Johnny Depp-starrer ‘Black Mass’ to
world premiere at Venice Film Festival
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If you live in the United States, you probably don’t know Omar
Sy by name. But chances are, you’ve seen him. The tall, hand-
some French actor has popped up in a few small roles in major

blockbusters over the past few years. He played the energy-wield-
ing, dreadlocked mutant Bishop in “X-Men: Days of Future Past”
and Chris Pratt’s fellow velociraptor trainer in this summer’s box
office smash “Jurassic World.” But this isn’t just any international
transplant working his way up the Hollywood ranks; he’s already
one of France’s biggest stars.

In 2012, Sy became the first African to win a best actor Cesar -
France’s equivalent of an Oscar - for “The Intouchables,” a come-
dy-drama about a quadriplegic and his caretaker (Sy). It became
one of France’s highest grossing films and earned over $426 mil-
lion worldwide. His latest, the immigrant drama “Samba,” out
Friday in limited release and expanding in coming weeks, takes
him back to his home country and his “Intouchables” directors,
Olivier Nakache and Eric Toledano. Despite his recent foray into
international stardom, a career in the movies was never a given
for Sy, who gained fame in France as one half of the sketch come-
dy duo Omar and Fred.

Access to movie theaters was difficult in his childhood, and
most of his entertainment was relegated to what was on televi-
sion. While he never dreamed of acting in movies, he did drop out
of high school to pursue comedy. The decision baffled his par-
ents. “They thought I was losing my mind leaving high school to
be a comedian,” he said. “My father was a manufacture worker,
my mother was a maid. For them work was hard labor. It was diffi-
cult for them to understand working and having fun at the same
time.” Success came relatively easy for Sy once he hooked up with
his comedy partner Fred Testot. They had a popular television
show and things were going well.

Then “The Intouchables” changed everything. He was now rec-
ognized as an individual, separate from his Omar and Fred ori-
gins. He also began thinking about his career differently. “I started
to consider myself as an actor after ‘Intouchables,’ not before,”
said Sy. “I was a comedian. It was different.” He relocated to Los
Angeles with his wife and children and took meetings with
agents to see what he could do in Hollywood. He also had to
learn English in the process, which remains an ongoing chal-
lenge.—AP

International star Omar Sy learns 
the language of Hollywood

This photo provided by Broad Green Pictures shows, Omar Sy, left, and co-directors, Olivier Nakache, center, and Eric
Toledano, reviewing a scene of their film, ‘Samba,’ on set. — AP

Angelina Jolie arrives at the 20th annual Critics’ Choice
Movie Awards at the Hollywood Palladium, in Los
Angeles.  —AP


