
KIEV, Ukraine: Only a few months ago, Kiev
residents would normally avoid the police if
they could help it. The officer would be of no
use on a complaint - or worse, would demand
a bribe. Not any longer. These days, Kiev resi-
dents approach members of a new police force
that has hit the streets - and even ask to take a
picture with them. It’s being welcomed as the
Ukrainian government’s first visible reform
since it came to power in February 2014.

In the first phase of a comprehensive over-
haul, the entire traffic police corps of Kiev was
disbanded and replaced on July 4 by a
retrained force - with new powers to make
arrests as well as issue speeding or parking tick-
ets. The police reform ultimately aims to
retrain, and possibly replace, the entire
Ukrainian Interior Ministry, including elite
inspectors on serious crimes such as murder
and corporate fraud. The initiative is supported
by the United States and managed by Eka
Zguladze, who was in charge of a largely suc-
cessful police reform in her native Georgia. One
of the pledges of the new Kiev government,
which took over last year after pro-Russian
President Viktor Yanukovych fled the country,
was to combat rampant corruption in Ukraine’s

police.  Just as in neighboring Russia, Ukraine’s
police corps was perceived as chronically
extorting bribes and harassing citizens.

Start from scratch
The new government decided to start from

scratch. The first phase replaced the old traffic
police with a new 2,000-strong patrol team
trained by Ukrainians who had themselves
received instruction from American officers.
While the traffic police were suspended rather
than sacked, it is still not clear whether the old
cops will be able to come back.

The backbone of the overhaul was a train-
ing program this year for 100 Ukrainian police
instructors, run by the US Department of
Justice and the Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. They
went on to teach the new police course in Kiev
for the inaugural class of new officers who hit
the streets this month. William Brownfield, the
US assistant secretary for International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, has
been advising the Ukrainian government on
the police shakeup. He had a scathing assess-
ment of the original state of affairs. “The con-
clusion appears to be unanimous that - what-

ever you may think of the politics, external
actors or the economy - the police was not
working well,” said Brownfield, who has been
advising nations on police reform for two
decades.

The reform, to which the United States has
contributed $15 million, is expected to take
from five to 10 years to complete. The creation
of the new patrol force in Kiev is still described
as an experiment. Other branches of the police
in Kiev have not been disbanded. Several other
big Ukrainian cities like Mykolaiv and Odessa
will get new patrol police in the coming
months.

Young and fit 
Along with the American training, the new

officers got American-styled uniforms and are
all young and fit, in sharp contrast to their bald-
ing pot-bellied predecessors. Good looks some-
times seem like a prerequisite for the job - giv-
ing the initiative the air of a publicity stunt, one
of the criticisms leveled at the reform. Kateryna
Lyshnevska, a 29-year-old who used to run a
small business, signed up for the police course
and was accepted in what has been described
as 10-to-1 competition for the job. — AP 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2015

BUJUMBURA: Burundian President Pierre
Nkurunziza has won a predicted but contro-
versial third consecutive term in office,
according to official election results
announced yesterday. Nkurunziza won 69.41
percent of the vote in Tuesday’s vote, hand-
ing him an immediate first-round victory, the
election commission said. He won 16 out of
18 provinces, with the other two taken by his
closet rival Agathon Rwasa-who won a total
18.99 percent-even though he had
denounced the polls as illegitimate.

Nkurunziza’s candidacy was condemned
as unconstitutional by the opposition and
provoked months of protests and an

attempted coup in the central African nation.
Although eight candidates were on the bal-
lot paper for the presidential polls, most
withdrew from the race, with the closure of
most independent media preventing them
from campaigning.

Anti-Nkurunziza protests have been vio-
lently repressed, leaving at least 100 people
dead since late April. Many opponents have
also fled-joining an exodus of more than
150,000 ordinary Burundians who fear their
country may again be engulfed by wide-
spread violence. 

In mid-May, rebel generals attempted to
overthrow Nkurunziza in a coup, which

failed. They have since launched a rebellion
in the north of the country. Turnout in the
polls was 73.44 percent, the election com-
mission said. In the latest in a string of
attacks, four people were wounded in a
grenade attack overnight Thursday on the
house of an official from Nkurunziza’s ruling
CNDD-FDD party.

The government has dismissed criticism
of the poll, which the United States,
European Union and former colonial power
Belgium said lacked credibility. The European
Union said Thursday it would begin review-
ing its cooperation with Burundi, including
trade, political cooperation and develop-

ment aid.
The 51-year-old president-a former rebel,

born-again Christian and football fanatic-
faced no serious competition in the polls, but
critics have said his win will be a hollow victo-
ry, leaving him ruling over a deeply divided
nation. Nkurunziza’s CNDD-FDD party also
scored a widely expected landslide win in
last month’s parliamentary polls that were
also boycotted by the opposition. Analysts
say renewed conflict in the country could
reignite ethnic Hutu-Tutsi violence and bring
another humanitarian disaster to the region.
The last civil war in Burundi left at least
300,000 people dead. — AFP 
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Ukraine’s new police on 
charm offensive in Kiev
Government’s first visible reform since coming to power 

Kenya security on high 
alert for Obama visit

NAIROBI: A massive security operation is in place to protect
President Barack Obama during his visit to Kenya, which has
been frequently targeted by Al-Shabab militants based in
neighboring Somalia. Ahead of Obama’s arrival, large num-
bers of security forces patrolled in the Kenyan capital,
Nairobi. Several US military aircraft were spotted flying
around the city. There have also been significant military
attacks on Islamic militant targets in Somalia in recent
weeks.

Major Nairobi roads will be temporarily closed and
authorities said the international airport will be closed at
times coinciding with Obama’s landing and departure
tomorrow for Ethiopia. Safaricom, a mobile network opera-
tor, warned of disruptions while Obama is in Nairobi to meet
entrepreneurs and hold talks with Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta.

“We recognize the fact that as the most protected indi-
vidual in the world, there will be some security measures
undertaken by his team which could include the temporary
disruption of mobile signals close to where the President is
at any given time,” Safaricom said. Al-Shabab, which is
linked to Al-Qaeda, has conducted major attacks in Kenya,
including the 2013 attack on Nairobi’s Westgate mall and an
April attack in Garissa town that killed nearly 150 people.

‘Watching militants’
This month, Somali officials said African Union and local

troops seized Bardhere, one of the last major towns held by
extremists in Somalia’s southwest. A militant commander
was also killed in a US drone strike, according to Somali and
US officials. A Somali intelligence official told The Associated
Press that the use of surveillance drones has increased in the
past two weeks.

“They are watching militants’ movements towards Kenya
so closely,” said the official, who requested anonymity
because he is not authorized to speak to the media.
Obama’s schedule includes a Sunday address at a Nairobi
stadium that will be broadcast live on Kenyan radio and tel-
evision. US Ambassador Robert Godec said attendance is by
invitation only to representatives from “a wide range of
Kenyan society” despite speculation that huge crowds
would gather.

“We discourage people from coming to the venue if
they’re not explicitly invited,” Godec said. Obama, whose
father was Kenyan, will have time for meetings with relatives
during his visit, said the ambassador. Sarah Obama, the
matriarch of the Obama family, flew from the western
Kenyan city of Kisumu to Nairobi ahead of a meeting with
the American president, Kenyan media reported. Sarah
Obama was the second wife of Obama’s grandfather and
helped raise his father, Barack Obama Sr. The president
referred to her as “Granny” in his memoir, “Dreams from My
Father.”

“Today, I am going to talk to him face to face,” Sarah
Obama, who is in her 90s, said before boarding the Nairobi-
bound plane. She said she would try to convince Obama to
visit his father’s grave in the western village of Kogelo,
though US officials have said the president will not travel to
the town on this visit. “I will leave it to God,” said Sarah
Obama, who walked with a cane. — AP 

KIEV: In this photo taken, Tuesday, July 14, 2015, Ukrainian police officers Katerina Lishnevska, 27, (left) and
Lesya Kishkel, 32, patrol the Khreshchatyk, Kiev’s main street. — AP 


