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KUWAIT: After a deadly suicide attack by the Islamic State (IS) group
on a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City killed 26 people and wounded 202
others last month, some people in Kuwait are getting panicky and
changing their lifestyles. The Grand Mosque refused to allow women
to pray Fajr prayers during Ramadan because of security measures.
Meanwhile, fear is driving some people to stay away from public
places. “I am afraid now to go to mosques and malls, especially The
Avenues, because it is always crowded. Every Friday I try to prevent
my husband from going for prayers. I used to pray in the mosque
every week, but now I am afraid to go,” Asma Mohammed, a house-
wife, told Kuwait Times.

Unsafe anymore
Hamed Al-Hussaini is not only scared for his life, he also of his

family. “I was planning to bring my wife and children to Kuwait. But
after this bombing, I do not feel that it is safe. I am now nervous and
hesitant,” he said. Yet, Hussaini acknowledged that people must not
surrender to fear and should instead find ways to live life normally.
“These criminals are trying to spread terror in Kuwait, and their plan
will succeed only if people are terrorized, but we must not be.
Maybe I should not worry, since things are normal here and I should
not let such incidents prevent me from enjoying my daily life,” he
said.

Peaceful Ramadan
The terrorist attack had also spoiled the otherwise peaceful atmos-

phere that is generally associated with Ramadan for many people. “IS
destroyed the holy month of Ramadan. We were always happy in
Ramadan every year,” rued Suad Khalaf. Rana Salam, 35, has a differ-
ent attitude. “Kuwait will remain safe and secure. We felt bad for the

people who died, but it was their destiny. We all have a certain time to
die, so we will not be afraid of anything. Security is now tightened
everywhere, but unfortunately people of some nationalities are not
allowed to enter Kuwait. Otherwise, things are normal in Kuwait and
there is no need to panic,” she said.

Muslims are not the only ones worried. Samar Usama, a Christian,
was shocked by the suicide bombing at the Shiite mosque. “I was
shocked, but then I became certain that IS is not Muslim at all. IS
members are hypocrites - they love Islam and want an Islamic coun-
try, but then they bombed Muslims during Ramadan inside a
mosque! Even infidels would not dare do such a thing and kill their
own people. They did not even try to go to Palestine to bomb Israel
there!” she exclaimed.

Unforgettable day
For Tunisian Chahd Abdemoula, that was an unforgettable day.

“They attacked Kuwait and Tunisia that day. I could not cook or do
anything. I was crying with my daughter. They did the same in Europe
too, so it is not about Christians, Muslims, Sunnis or Shiites,” she
recalled.

Back to normal
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Interior’s central operations will be

working on a 24/7 basis and will be ready to receive any reports on its
hotline number 112, Relations and Security Media Director Brigadier
Adel Al-Hashash said. He added that the security situation has
returned to normal in Kuwait. Hashash highlighted that the ministry
has taken necessary security measures and procedures and enforced
new security plans, especially near shopping malls, children’s arcades,
parks, recreation centers and crowded places. Hashash assured resi-
dents and citizens that it is safe to go to public places and to pray. He
encouraged residents and citizens to follow the rules. 

Coordination at
highest level at
border outlets

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Director General of
Relations and Security Information Brigadier Adel Al-
Hashash said that coordination with the border outlets
affairs’ department is at its highest
level to maintain security all year
long in general and during holi-
days in particular. Coordination
extends to cooperation with all
Interior Ministry departments
working in all land and sea outlets,
or supporting departments such as
the Customs General Department
and General Department of Civil
Aviation, to ease procedures for
departures and arrivals of both citi-
zens and expatriates, Hashash said.
Land border checkpoints handled
the arrivals and departures with suc-
cess during the holiday despite the
large crowds witnessed, he added.
According to Hashash, said the number of arrivals at
Nuwaiseeb outlets was 11,959 persons and the departures
was 13,626 on Thursday, meanwhile in Salmi arrivals were
6,791, and the departures 8,598. In Abdali, 659 arrived and
1743 departed. He said the total number of arrivals and
departures was 43,376 on Thursday.

Public places too risky after
bombing, according to some 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Mohammed Al-Enezi announced his intention to
grill Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih in the
next parliamentary term, saying that his motion would include
four main elements. They include violations, chaos at the
Manpower Public Authority and co-op societies, care houses and
the financial violations committed at the public authority for the
disabled.

NA - Govt cooperation 
MP Abdullah Maayouf has criticized responses made by Oil

Minister Ali Al-Omair to the inquiries filed by MP Ahmed Al-
Qudhaibi. Maayouf added that the minister had not yet taken any
decisions about referring violators at the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to the prosecu-
tion and warned that if the minister appoints the current acting
PAAAFR director, who is already suspended from work, Omair
would be putting the “last nail in the parliament-government
cooperation coffin”. 

IS hearing
The criminal court yesterday held the first hearing in the IS-

Jahra case in which the accused Fahd Farraj (the alleged IS chief
in Kuwait) and another suspect face charges of resisting Kuwaiti
security and cooperation with extremist foreign bodies. The sus-
pects were also asked about their relation to the Al-Sadeq
mosque attack. Another hearing was set for July 30.

Oil reserves
A recent report by Business Insider quoted an analysis by

Barclays bank’s Michael Cohen on the world’s top countries in
terms of the volume of oil reserves they possess. According to the
report, Kuwait was placed sixth with 104 billion barrels, while
Venezuela came first with 297.7 billion barrels. According to the
report, Saudi Arabia is in the second place with 268.4 billion bar-
rels, Canada third with 173.2 billion barrels, Iran fourth with 157.3
billion barrels, Iraq fifth with 140.3 billion barrels, UAE seventh
with 97.8 billion barrels, Russia eighth with 80 billion barrels,
Libya ninth with 48.47 billion barrels and Nigeria in the tenth and
last position with 37.14 billion barrels of oil. 
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KUWAIT: Field security authorities continued inspection campaigns to search vehicles for any unlicensed weapons. The fifth campaign was launched in Jahra Governorate with partici-
pation of traffic and general security sectors along with other departments. - By Hanan Al-Saadoun


