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Turkey stages first air

strikes on IS in Syria
Operations follow deal with US on airbase

BEYLERBEYI, Turkey: Turkey yesterday vowed to press on with opera-
tions against Islamic State (IS) in Syria and other militant groups, after its
war planes bombed the jihadists’ positions for the first time. Following
the predawn air raids on the IS targets in Syria, Turkish police arrested
almost 300 suspected members of IS and pro-Kurdish militant groups
nationwide, in one of Turkey’s biggest recent crackdowns on extremists. 

Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said that the bombing operation
had “100 percent” achieved its goals and had “successfully eliminated
the targets” targeted by three Turkish F-16s. The air raids were ordered in
the wake of a suicide bombing blamed on IS that killed 32 activists on
the Syrian border on Monday and cross-border clashes Thursday that
claimed the life of a Turkish soldier.

The Turkish war planes dropped their charges while in Turkish air-
space and did not enter Syrian airspace, the CNN-Turk television channel
reported. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights moni-
toring group said nine IS fighters were killed in the attacks and 12
wounded.  “Turkey will show the strongest reaction to the slightest
movement that threatens it,” Davutoglu said. “The operation against IS
reached its target and will not stop,” he added.

Ankara has also finally given the green light to US forces for the use of
its Incirlik base for air strikes against IS in Syria and Iraq, American officials
said Thursday. “A decision has been taken for Turkey’s own security,”
Davutoglu added, declining to give details on the agreement. Hurriyet
said the agreement provided for the establishment of a 90-km no-fly zone
between the Syrian towns of Marea and Jarabulus to the east. 

A Turkish official, who asked not to be named, said Ankara had
received information in recent weeks that IS had been storing weapons
in the area and the air strikes were “pre-emptive”. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said in televised comments that the security situation had “got
out of control” in the last days and Turkey had to act differently now. “It
wasn’t a one-night operation and it will continue with determination,”
Erdogan said.   

In an apparent bid to crack down on all sources of violence, Turkish
police yesterday swooped on suspected members of IS group and the
militant Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). A total of 297 people including 37
foreigners were detained, Davutoglu said, adding that the raids took
place in 16 provinces across Turkey. As well as IS and the PKK, the opera-
tion targeted suspected members of the PKK’s youth wing, The Patriotic
Revolutionary Youth Movement (YDG-H), and the Marxist Revolutionary
People’s Liberation Party Front (DHKP-C). Among those arrested in
Istanbul was a senior local IS figure, Halis Bayancuk, who has the nom-
de-guerre of Ebu Hanzala, the official Anatolia news agency said. A
female member of the DHKP-C was killed in Istanbul in clashes with
police during the raids, Turkish media said. The Hurriyet daily reported
she had been readying as a suicide bombing. — AFP 

ROME: (Top) Curtains in silk and linen are displayed during the exhibition “Art of the Islamic Civilization. The Al-Sabah
Collection” at the Scuderie del Quirinale museum yesterday. (Above left) A carved wooden box for a thirty-volume manuscript
of the Holy Quran is displayed. (Above right) A visitor arrives at the exhibition. Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
his wife Sheikha Hussah Sabah Al-Salem al-Sabah have been collecting works of Islamic art and of the art of the Middle East
before Islam for 40 years, and their collection, comprising some 35,000 items, is one of the most important in the world not
only in terms of its size, but also in terms of the quality and originality of the works of art it contains. - AFP (See Page 2)

KUWAIT: Lawmakers scrutinizing the
country’s sovereign wealth fund
departed to Britain yesterday to check
the activities of its London bureau, the
National Assembly said in a statement
on the state news agency. The MPs
travelled to London to “investigate
happenings” at the fund’s London
office and will stay there till August, the
National Assembly was quoted as say-
ing. The fund, which has usually oper-

ated in great secrecy, did not respond
to a request for comment yesterday.

The head of the financial commit-
tee, Faisal Al-Shaya, told Reuters on
July 13 that MPs on a special commit-
tee looking at the fund would travel
after Eid Al-Fitr after Ramadan. They
plan to check how investments are
being made and whether enough offi-
cial oversight exists. He declined then
to elaborate on progress in the investi-

gation into potential cases of wrong-
doing at KIA, such as selling property at
the wrong price or making bad invest-
ments.

The KIA, which invests Kuwait’s oil
wealth, is one of the world’s biggest
sovereign funds and is believed to
manage about $592 billion, accord-
ing to the US-based Sovereign
Wealth Fund Institute, which tracks
the sector. — Reuters 

MPs to probe KIA London office 

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: The wife of Turkish soldier Mehmet
Yalcin Nane cries on her husband’s coffin during the burial
ceremony yesterday. — AFP 


