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Turkey stages first air

strikes on IS in Syria
Operations follow deal with US on airbase

BEYLERBEYI, Turkey: Turkey yesterday vowed to press on with opera-
tions against Islamic State (IS) in Syria and other militant groups, after its
war planes bombed the jihadists’ positions for the first time. Following
the predawn air raids on the IS targets in Syria, Turkish police arrested
almost 300 suspected members of IS and pro-Kurdish militant groups
nationwide, in one of Turkey’s biggest recent crackdowns on extremists. 

Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said that the bombing operation
had “100 percent” achieved its goals and had “successfully eliminated
the targets” targeted by three Turkish F-16s. The air raids were ordered in
the wake of a suicide bombing blamed on IS that killed 32 activists on
the Syrian border on Monday and cross-border clashes Thursday that
claimed the life of a Turkish soldier.

The Turkish war planes dropped their charges while in Turkish air-
space and did not enter Syrian airspace, the CNN-Turk television channel
reported. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights moni-
toring group said nine IS fighters were killed in the attacks and 12
wounded.  “Turkey will show the strongest reaction to the slightest
movement that threatens it,” Davutoglu said. “The operation against IS
reached its target and will not stop,” he added.

Ankara has also finally given the green light to US forces for the use of
its Incirlik base for air strikes against IS in Syria and Iraq, American officials
said Thursday. “A decision has been taken for Turkey’s own security,”
Davutoglu added, declining to give details on the agreement. Hurriyet
said the agreement provided for the establishment of a 90-km no-fly zone
between the Syrian towns of Marea and Jarabulus to the east. 

A Turkish official, who asked not to be named, said Ankara had
received information in recent weeks that IS had been storing weapons
in the area and the air strikes were “pre-emptive”. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said in televised comments that the security situation had “got
out of control” in the last days and Turkey had to act differently now. “It
wasn’t a one-night operation and it will continue with determination,”
Erdogan said.   

In an apparent bid to crack down on all sources of violence, Turkish
police yesterday swooped on suspected members of IS group and the
militant Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). A total of 297 people including 37
foreigners were detained, Davutoglu said, adding that the raids took
place in 16 provinces across Turkey. As well as IS and the PKK, the opera-
tion targeted suspected members of the PKK’s youth wing, The Patriotic
Revolutionary Youth Movement (YDG-H), and the Marxist Revolutionary
People’s Liberation Party Front (DHKP-C). Among those arrested in
Istanbul was a senior local IS figure, Halis Bayancuk, who has the nom-
de-guerre of Ebu Hanzala, the official Anatolia news agency said. A
female member of the DHKP-C was killed in Istanbul in clashes with
police during the raids, Turkish media said. The Hurriyet daily reported
she had been readying as a suicide bombing. — AFP 

ROME: (Top) Curtains in silk and linen are displayed during the exhibition “Art of the Islamic Civilization. The Al-Sabah
Collection” at the Scuderie del Quirinale museum yesterday. (Above left) A carved wooden box for a thirty-volume manuscript
of the Holy Quran is displayed. (Above right) A visitor arrives at the exhibition. Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
his wife Sheikha Hussah Sabah Al-Salem al-Sabah have been collecting works of Islamic art and of the art of the Middle East
before Islam for 40 years, and their collection, comprising some 35,000 items, is one of the most important in the world not
only in terms of its size, but also in terms of the quality and originality of the works of art it contains. - AFP (See Page 2)

KUWAIT: Lawmakers scrutinizing the
country’s sovereign wealth fund
departed to Britain yesterday to check
the activities of its London bureau, the
National Assembly said in a statement
on the state news agency. The MPs
travelled to London to “investigate
happenings” at the fund’s London
office and will stay there till August, the
National Assembly was quoted as say-
ing. The fund, which has usually oper-

ated in great secrecy, did not respond
to a request for comment yesterday.

The head of the financial commit-
tee, Faisal Al-Shaya, told Reuters on
July 13 that MPs on a special commit-
tee looking at the fund would travel
after Eid Al-Fitr after Ramadan. They
plan to check how investments are
being made and whether enough offi-
cial oversight exists. He declined then
to elaborate on progress in the investi-

gation into potential cases of wrong-
doing at KIA, such as selling property at
the wrong price or making bad invest-
ments.

The KIA, which invests Kuwait’s oil
wealth, is one of the world’s biggest
sovereign funds and is believed to
manage about $592 billion, accord-
ing to the US-based Sovereign
Wealth Fund Institute, which tracks
the sector. — Reuters 

MPs to probe KIA London office 

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: The wife of Turkish soldier Mehmet
Yalcin Nane cries on her husband’s coffin during the burial
ceremony yesterday. — AFP 
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ROME: Italian President Sergio Mattarella and Representative of
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah opened in Rome yesterday the ‘Art of the Islamic
Civilization’ exhibition, organized by Kuwait’s Dar Al-Athar Al-
Islamiyyah (DAI).

Representing His Highness the Premier, Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, received Mattarella at the
Scuderie del Quirinale museum in the Italian capital.

Sheikh Salman, also chairman of Kuwait’s National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters  (NCCAL) conveyed greetings from His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister to the president.

The museum, an affiliate building of the Republican Palace, is
forecast to attract many of the millions of tourists and visitors
who flock to Italy, particularly Rome, during these times of the
year for recreation and close look at the nation’s historic treas-
ures.

The opening ceremony of the first exhibition for Islamic arts in
Rome, was attended by DAI’s Director General Sheikha Hessa
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Ali Khaled
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Rome Mayor Rome Mayor Ignazio Marino and
senior officials of the city. Scuderie del Quirinale’s top officials also
attended, together with a host of Italian political, cultural and
media figures.

Unique items
Touring the exhibition, the Italian president expressed admira-

tion for the unique items on display, crystallizing Islamic creativity
and culture. He lauded Kuwait’s leading role in support of human
culture and heritage. Up to 363 unique pieces, including jewels
and manuscripts, are on display.

The exhibition, 25 July - 20 September, is divided into two
parts. The first, which is strictly chronological, begins with a small
numismatic section designed to provide a historical and geo-
graphical introduction to the main stages in the development of
Muslim civilizations. It ends with the three great 16th century
empires:  the Turkish Ottoman Empire in the Mediterranean; the
Iranian Safavid Empire and the Indian Mughal Empire with its
fairy-tale opulence.

The second part of the exhibition probes the crucial artistic
themes and modes of Islamic art, ranging from the formal strin-
gency of its mesmerizing calligraphy and its learned and scientific
exploration of the world of mathematics and geometry, to the
endless imagery of the repeated floral motif known as the
Arabesque and the abstract and realistic depiction of animal and
human figures.

The exhibition ends with the glittering splendor of treasure, in
the shape of the items of the goldsmith’s art that are the boast of
the Al-Sabah Collection, which in terms of the quantity and quali-
ty of its pieces in this field is unrivalled anywhere in the world.

Cultural exchange
Sheikh Salman had arrived in Rome late Thursday to attend

the exhibition’s opening. In a statement to KUNA, Sheikh Salman

expressed his joy for representing His Highness the Prime
Minister in this international event which aims to enhance cultur-
al exchange between Kuwait and Italy and support the effective
participation of Kuwait in the Expo Milano 2015.

The exhibition seeks to build bridges for cultural and human
communications and shows an image to the external world that
Kuwait is a big state thanks to its people, heritage and culture, the
minister said. 

Kuwait has been paying interest to promote culture in many
world venues, Sheikh Salman, noted in an earlier statement. He
said that the event provides a closer look to both Arab and
Islamic cultures to millions of tourists and visitors who flock to
Italy, particularly Rome, during this time of year for recreation and
closer look at the nation’s historic treasures. On arrival, Sheikh
Salman and his accompanying delegation were received by
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and a number of senior officials. The event displays the Sabah
Collection; a collection of more than 20, 000 objects representing
different chronological and geographical points from the Islamic
world. The Scuderie del Quirinale will only display a selected 363
objects.

Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations
Separately, Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah and Egyptian Prime

Minister Ibrahim Mahleb emphasized yesterday the depth of
Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations.

In statements to KUNA, Sheikh Salman said that he visited the
Egyptian Premier at his residency in Rome and conveyed to him
the greetings of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to the Egyptian leadership and peo-
ple. Mahleb asked Sheikh Salman to convey his greetings to the
Kuwaiti people and leadership. During the meeting, Sheikh
Salman and Mahleb underlined the burgeoning special relations
between the two countries. — KUNA

ROME: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah is seen at the ‘Art of the Islamic
Civilization’ exhibition, which opened in Rome, Italy yesterday. — KUNA and AFP photos

Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah is pictured during his meeting with
Egyptian Prime Minister Ibrahim Mahleb.

A wooden cenotaph covered in religious inscriptions is dis-
played during the exhibition ‘Art of the Islamic Civilization.
The Al-Sabah Collection’ at the Scuderie del Quirinale museum
in Rome.

Sheikh Salman, Italian President
open Kuwait’s Islamic exhibit

Info minister, Egypt’s premier tout relations

Coins are displayed during the exhibition.

A woman looks at a necklace, part of the exhibition.

A visitor arrives at the exhibition.

A woolen carpet is displayed during the exhibition.
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: After a deadly suicide attack by the Islamic State (IS) group
on a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City killed 26 people and wounded 202
others last month, some people in Kuwait are getting panicky and
changing their lifestyles. The Grand Mosque refused to allow women
to pray Fajr prayers during Ramadan because of security measures.
Meanwhile, fear is driving some people to stay away from public
places. “I am afraid now to go to mosques and malls, especially The
Avenues, because it is always crowded. Every Friday I try to prevent
my husband from going for prayers. I used to pray in the mosque
every week, but now I am afraid to go,” Asma Mohammed, a house-
wife, told Kuwait Times.

Unsafe anymore
Hamed Al-Hussaini is not only scared for his life, he also of his

family. “I was planning to bring my wife and children to Kuwait. But
after this bombing, I do not feel that it is safe. I am now nervous and
hesitant,” he said. Yet, Hussaini acknowledged that people must not
surrender to fear and should instead find ways to live life normally.
“These criminals are trying to spread terror in Kuwait, and their plan
will succeed only if people are terrorized, but we must not be.
Maybe I should not worry, since things are normal here and I should
not let such incidents prevent me from enjoying my daily life,” he
said.

Peaceful Ramadan
The terrorist attack had also spoiled the otherwise peaceful atmos-

phere that is generally associated with Ramadan for many people. “IS
destroyed the holy month of Ramadan. We were always happy in
Ramadan every year,” rued Suad Khalaf. Rana Salam, 35, has a differ-
ent attitude. “Kuwait will remain safe and secure. We felt bad for the

people who died, but it was their destiny. We all have a certain time to
die, so we will not be afraid of anything. Security is now tightened
everywhere, but unfortunately people of some nationalities are not
allowed to enter Kuwait. Otherwise, things are normal in Kuwait and
there is no need to panic,” she said.

Muslims are not the only ones worried. Samar Usama, a Christian,
was shocked by the suicide bombing at the Shiite mosque. “I was
shocked, but then I became certain that IS is not Muslim at all. IS
members are hypocrites - they love Islam and want an Islamic coun-
try, but then they bombed Muslims during Ramadan inside a
mosque! Even infidels would not dare do such a thing and kill their
own people. They did not even try to go to Palestine to bomb Israel
there!” she exclaimed.

Unforgettable day
For Tunisian Chahd Abdemoula, that was an unforgettable day.

“They attacked Kuwait and Tunisia that day. I could not cook or do
anything. I was crying with my daughter. They did the same in Europe
too, so it is not about Christians, Muslims, Sunnis or Shiites,” she
recalled.

Back to normal
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Interior’s central operations will be

working on a 24/7 basis and will be ready to receive any reports on its
hotline number 112, Relations and Security Media Director Brigadier
Adel Al-Hashash said. He added that the security situation has
returned to normal in Kuwait. Hashash highlighted that the ministry
has taken necessary security measures and procedures and enforced
new security plans, especially near shopping malls, children’s arcades,
parks, recreation centers and crowded places. Hashash assured resi-
dents and citizens that it is safe to go to public places and to pray. He
encouraged residents and citizens to follow the rules. 

Coordination at
highest level at
border outlets

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Director General of
Relations and Security Information Brigadier Adel Al-
Hashash said that coordination with the border outlets
affairs’ department is at its highest
level to maintain security all year
long in general and during holi-
days in particular. Coordination
extends to cooperation with all
Interior Ministry departments
working in all land and sea outlets,
or supporting departments such as
the Customs General Department
and General Department of Civil
Aviation, to ease procedures for
departures and arrivals of both citi-
zens and expatriates, Hashash said.
Land border checkpoints handled
the arrivals and departures with suc-
cess during the holiday despite the
large crowds witnessed, he added.
According to Hashash, said the number of arrivals at
Nuwaiseeb outlets was 11,959 persons and the departures
was 13,626 on Thursday, meanwhile in Salmi arrivals were
6,791, and the departures 8,598. In Abdali, 659 arrived and
1743 departed. He said the total number of arrivals and
departures was 43,376 on Thursday.

Public places too risky after
bombing, according to some 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Mohammed Al-Enezi announced his intention to
grill Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih in the
next parliamentary term, saying that his motion would include
four main elements. They include violations, chaos at the
Manpower Public Authority and co-op societies, care houses and
the financial violations committed at the public authority for the
disabled.

NA - Govt cooperation 
MP Abdullah Maayouf has criticized responses made by Oil

Minister Ali Al-Omair to the inquiries filed by MP Ahmed Al-
Qudhaibi. Maayouf added that the minister had not yet taken any
decisions about referring violators at the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to the prosecu-
tion and warned that if the minister appoints the current acting
PAAAFR director, who is already suspended from work, Omair
would be putting the “last nail in the parliament-government
cooperation coffin”. 

IS hearing
The criminal court yesterday held the first hearing in the IS-

Jahra case in which the accused Fahd Farraj (the alleged IS chief
in Kuwait) and another suspect face charges of resisting Kuwaiti
security and cooperation with extremist foreign bodies. The sus-
pects were also asked about their relation to the Al-Sadeq
mosque attack. Another hearing was set for July 30.

Oil reserves
A recent report by Business Insider quoted an analysis by

Barclays bank’s Michael Cohen on the world’s top countries in
terms of the volume of oil reserves they possess. According to the
report, Kuwait was placed sixth with 104 billion barrels, while
Venezuela came first with 297.7 billion barrels. According to the
report, Saudi Arabia is in the second place with 268.4 billion bar-
rels, Canada third with 173.2 billion barrels, Iran fourth with 157.3
billion barrels, Iraq fifth with 140.3 billion barrels, UAE seventh
with 97.8 billion barrels, Russia eighth with 80 billion barrels,
Libya ninth with 48.47 billion barrels and Nigeria in the tenth and
last position with 37.14 billion barrels of oil. 

MP Enezi plans to grill Subaih 
IS case hearing set for July 30

Brigadier Adel 
Al-Hashash

MP Mohammed Al-Enezi Hind Al-Subaih

KUWAIT: Field security authorities continued inspection campaigns to search vehicles for any unlicensed weapons. The fifth campaign was launched in Jahra Governorate with partici-
pation of traffic and general security sectors along with other departments. - By Hanan Al-Saadoun
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Councilor shocked 
by cleaners’ plight 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Pictures showing what appears to be cleaning work-
ers being transported in the uncovered bed of a truck have
gone viral on social media recently with demands to provide
more work safety guarantees to laborers. In reaction to this
issue, rapporteur of the Capital Governorate committee at the
Municipal Council Ali Al-Mousa criticized the “uncivilized and
inhumane scene in which Asian cleaning workers were being
transported in an uncovered truck during daytime under tem-
peratures that exceed 50 degree C.” Mousa demanded in a
statement to hold the “merciless” officials of the private com-
pany that employs the workers to account, and wondered
about the stand of the supervision officials at the municipality
about this matter. Mousa found it strange that cleaning com-
panies are behaving with Asian laborers in such a fashion,
especially as prior supervision over contracts does not exist,
leaving these companies free to torture the workers and leave
them prone to risks. He demanded that the municipality min-
ister and its director general hold those guilty accountable. He
said contracts with cleaning companies are worth millions,
and said that it was strange that companies fail to provide
buses to transfer workers.

KUWAIT: A picture taken from social media showing
what appears to be cleaning workers sitting in the
bed of a moving truck under the sun.

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for General Security Affairs Major General Abdulfattah Al-Ali carried out inspection tours around the
Farwaniya Governorate recently to check security preparations there. Maj Gen Ali met heads of security departments and visited the security checkpoint at the
Avenues Mall during the tours.

GENEVA: Two leading Kuwaiti relief activists, currently examining
expertise of charities here, have underscored significance of studying the
Swiss-based organizations to enrich the Gulf State’s expertise in the
domain.

Abdulaziz Al-Kandari, in charge of East Africa Bureau of Al-Rahma
Charity Organization, told KUNA that he has taken part in Kuwait’s sec-
ond humanitarian forum, held here, adding that the mission “is very fruit-
ful and paves way for establishing distinguished humanitarian partner-
ships” with similar foreign associations. Humanitarian action warrants
coordination among all authorities involved in the realm, he stressed.

Elaborating, Kandari said Al-Rahma’s current priority is the Yemeni
crisis, for there are more than eight million Yemenis, in need for relief
support, 2.7 million others struggling to secure clean water, in addition
to millions of babies who need nutritious and health care.

Al-Rahma charity has already secured 500 tents, power and water, for
Yemeni refugees in Obock, Djibouti. He further revealed that two new
camps for the refugees in the African nation would be established with
Qatari funding.

Fatimah Al-Mousawi, founder of Spread the Compassion Society,
echoed identical views as to importance of exploring the relief efforts

and systems at the local level. The Kuwaiti forum, held in May 2015,
aimed at promoting youth volunteering work, the Kuwaiti relief and phil-
anthropic expertise and cementing relations with counterpart associa-
tions. —KUNA

Relief activists gain expertise in Switzerland

GENEVA: The delegation members are seen during their
visit of humanitarian institutions in Geneva. —KUNA

NEW YORK: The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) has welcomed the agreement
reached by the P5+1 with Iran on its nuclear pro-
gram hoping it would be a pathway to security
and stability in the Middle East.

Charge d’Affaires Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah of
Kuwait’s Permanent Mission to the UN, speaking
on behalf of the OIC at the Security Council’s
open debate on the Middle East, urged the inter-
national community to give same attention to
freeing the region of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, compel Israel to join the nuclear Non-prolif-
eration Treaty and subject its nuclear arsenal to
complete and comprehensive inspection by the
UN in order to safeguard peace, security and sta-
bility in the region and the world. Jarallah said the
OIC underscores the continued responsibility of
the UN towards the question of Palestine until a
“just and comprehensive” resolution is found for
all aspects of the issue. The Kuwaiti official reiter-
ated the OIC’s support and backing of the
Palestinians’ decision to internationalize their
cause and bring it to the parlance of international

legitimacy system through its institutions and
resolutions in order to preserve and realize the
two States solution and ensure justice, the
Kuwaiti official said.

Moreover, the OIC stressed its support for
efforts towards the adoption of a new resolution
by the UNSC, which would include an affirmation

of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
including the right to self-determination, setting
a time frame for ending the Israeli occupation of
all Palestinian and Arab territories including East
Jerusalem. Lastly, the OIC demanded that Israel
withdraw from the Golan Heights and end its vio-
lation of Lebanon’s sovereignty. —KUNA

OIC welcomes nuclear deal

NEW YORK: Charge d’Affaires Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah of Kuwait’s Permanent
Mission to the UN. —KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Wafra fire center responded to fire in residence used
by bachelor workers employed by a state department. A bag
containing KD 2,000 was reportedly recovered before fire
caught it after a room occupant told firefighters about it. The
fire was put out and no injuries were reported.

Fireman hurt
Another fire broke in a Hawally building, prompting Hawally

fire center to respond, and the blaze was soon brought under
control. A fireman suffered heat exhaustion and was treated on
site.

Car fire
A third fire broke in a vehicle in Dhaher area, prompting

Mubarak Al-Kabeer fire center to respond and put the fire out.
The incident was reported in front of a house in the area. No
injuries were reported. Investigations are underway to find out
the reasons behind the fire at the request of the car’s owner.

KUWAIT: An Indian man, 25, committed
suicide in his parents’ home in Salmiya,
according to preliminary investigations.
The deceased’s sister called operations
and the body was recovered by the
coroner. An investigation was opened to
reveal the circumstances behind the
incident.

Body found
Jahra prosecutor ordered the body of

a Bangladeshi man to be sent to the
coroner to determine the cause of
death. A call was made about a body
near a cooperative in Jahra. The body
was smeared with mud as the victim
worked in a citizen’s farm. The body was
found in a 5.5 meters deep hole, and
there were marks indicating foul play.

Multiple thefts
Farwaniya police arrested a citizen

who stole a car from a Firdous co-op
branch. The arrest was made in Ardiya. A
citizen had earlier told police that his
car, which he left it running, was stolen.
After police spotted the car, the driver
collided with the police patrol and ran

on foot before being caught.
Meanwhile, an Egyptian man told
Khaitan police that the grocery store
where he works was broken into and KD
180 and a recharge machine were
stolen. The thief pushed out the store’s
air-conditioning unit and entered from
the opening. Separately, an Egyptian
man told Bayan police his car was bro-
ken into and KD 1,750 inside was stolen.
The Egyptian said he left his car in
Mishref co-op parking and spent 30
minutes inside the co-op. He then found
the car window smashed and the mon-
ey stolen. Meanwhile, a beauty salon
owner told Maidan Hawally police his
salon was broken into and KD 271 was
stolen. Another salon owner in the same
area told police her shop was broken
into and KD 65 was taken.

Officer penalized
The Interior Ministry’s Legal Affairs

Department Punished a colonel by
deducting 10 days’ salary because he
violated the law and sided with one par-
ty in a family dispute against another,
and received official documents includ-

ing passports of the children of an
Egyptian woman despite the family dis-
pute and the woman having custody.
The Egyptian woman accused the
colonel of receiving the passports of her
children during the processing of trans-
actions at the immigration department,
and refusing to give them back to her.
He handed them to her husband who
took the passports and fled. The deduc-
tion is a step to delay his promotion to a
higher rank.

Drug abuse
Farwaniya police sent a citizen to the

Drug Control General Department
(DCGD) for using drugs and liquor.
Police received a call from a man who
told them his son abuses drugs and
wants their help. When police arrived,
he told them he was in the parking lot of
Omariya police station. Police were sur-
prised that the caller was highly intoxi-
cated, so they asked him to get into the
patrol car, but told them he was sick and
had medicine in his car. Police found a
liquor bottle and drug paraphernalia in
the car. —Al-Anbaa and Al-Rai

The scene in the Wafra residence after the fire was
put out.

Firefighters tackle the blaze at the Hawally building. The car is seen after the fire was extinguished.

KD 2,000 saved from blaze News
i n  b r i e f

Gas subsidy removal
study prepared

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation completed a study
to lift subsidies of the gasoline product, informed sources said,
adding that the study is now in the hand of decision makers.
They said that the reaction to raising the price of diesel at the
start of 2015 urged the government to be patient with raising
the price of gasoline, and subjected it to an extensive study. The
subsidies’ committee at the Finance Ministry used help from an
international consultant to prepare an integrated plan to imple-
ment lifting the subsidies gradually, provided that there should
be rationalization of subsidies, and make sure that subsidies
benefit those who deserve them. The study and recommenda-
tions will be handed to decision makers to announce it at a suit-
able time, the source said. —Al-Jarida

Dashti’s immunity

KUWAIT: The National Assembly sent a letter to the public
prosecution in response to a request to lift the immunity
of MP Abdelhameed Dashti, in order for him to face
charges in two state security cases with regards to insult-
ing Saudi Arabia over twitter, said sources with knowledge
of the information. The assembly told the prosecution that
the parliamentary term is over and the request cannot be
discussed, the sources said, adding that Dashti is no
longer covered by the immunity during the recess period
and that the prosecution can take whatever it sees fit
according to legal procedure. It is expected that an arrest
warrant will be issued against Dashti as the case is with
state security cases, the sources said. —Al-Qabas

Staff leave

KUWAIT: President of the Kuwait Gulf Oil Company Workers
Union Dr Fadghoush Al-Ajmi said in a meeting with Oil
Minister Ali Al-Omair and the company CEO, cancelled the
decision to five workers in the divided zone open leave start-
ing August 1st. Meanwhile, workers are still allowed to
reschedule the balance of their leaves according to their
choice. Dr Al-Ajmi thanked the oil minister and the company
CEO for their understanding and cooperation, while quelling
the anger of workers resulting from the decision. —Al-Aan

Man commits suicide
in parents’ home
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Young Kurds
keen on

learning Arabic
IRBIL: Any Arab visitor to the Iraq’s Kurdistan
province will immediately notice Kurdish youths
do not speak Arabic like their ancestors, despite
their serious desire to learn the language. Policies
of the defunct Baathist regime have largely con-
tributed to isolating the Kurds from their Arab-
speaking surroundings. This isolation was further
boosted after Kurds’ 1991 revolt against the for-
mer regime in Baghdad, forcing the regime to ter-
minate its administration in Kurdistan and impose
a siege on the province including the Arabic lan-
guage. Before 1991, the Kurds were free to move
to other provinces in Iraq and many young Kurds
were studying in Iraqi universities and serving in
the army, thus acquire the Arab language.

Isolation
Bekhtiar Saeed, a journalist, blamed the former

Iraqi regime for the isolation of the Kurds since
1991, which broke the links between Kurdistan
and other parts of Iraq. Speaking to KUNA, Saeed
said the launch of many satellite channels which
only telecast in Kurdish language have blocked
access to the Arabic language.

Abdullah Abdullah, Arabic language curricula
expert at the Kurdistan regional government’s
Ministry of Education, blamed the former regime
of Saddam Hussein for forcibly blending the
Kurdish nationalism within the Arab nationalism
with the objective of eliminating the Kurdish iden-
tity. He told KUNA the former regime-introduced
curricula were serving this objective. The Arabic
language subject, he added, was not customized
for the Kurds who were learning Arabic as a sec-
ond language, in addition to oppressive policies
which negatively affected desire to learn Arabic.

Abdullah said the Ministry of Education has
sought since 2009 to develop the teaching meth-
ods of Arabic as a second language in the
province. Indeed, he added, there has been
noticeable progress in the Arabic language educa-
tion and the results would be even better in com-
ing few years.

Big desire
The removal of the former Iraqi regime, open-

ness of the province toward the rest of Iraq and
the influx of visitors from the central and south of
Iraq encouraged the young Kurds to learn Arabic
to be able to communicate with visitors. “Many
youths have a big desire now to learn Arabic lan-
guage,” said Abdullah.

Zana Mohammad, a Kurd in his 20s who does
not speak Arabic, said he has been learning the
language for the past six months so he could com-
municate with the Arabs living in the province.
Many Iraqis were forced to move to Kurdistan after
the Islamic State (IS) stormed Mosul, Anbar and
Salahuddine. “They speak only Arabic which
encouraged Kurdish youths to learn the Arabic
language,” he told KUNA. There are many educa-
tion centers offering Arabic language courses in
the province. “There is a good desire by the youths
to learn Arabic,” Delshad Anwar, who runs one of
the education center, said.

Easy ways
Salam Babeir, meanwhile, launched a Facebook

account to learn Arabic. The account has many fol-
lowers. “We have opened the account so Kurdish
youths can learn Arabic in as easy ways as possi-
ble, and to learn how to deal with Arab speakers
who moved to Kurdistan due to security circum-
stances in Iraq,” Babeir said in a statement to
KUNA. The new generation of Kurds is determined
to overcome past hardships and to learn the
Arabic language to be able to communicate with
their Iraqi brethrens and other Arabs. — KUNA

ISTANBUL: Dolmabahce Palace is one of
the top tourist landmarks adorning this
historic city, a site where a tourist, just for a
handful of liras, can entertain himself with
close examination of headquarters of the
Ottoman Sultan, an ever-lasting physical
reminder of the empire that had flourished
in the 18th century before crumbling in
early times of the 20th century.

Dolmabahce is located on the eastern
side of the majestic Bosphrus. Dolme in
Turkish means ‘filling,’ while Bahce means
‘garden.’ Thus, the palace’s name derived
from the fact that its location had been
swamped with sea water before being
filled with sand and transformed into a
park, later ornamented with the palace.

Boland Unal,  a tourist official in
Istanbul, said in an interview with Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) that the palace was
built during era of the 31st Ottoman
Sultan, Abdulmecid I, built between the
years 1843 and 1856. The cost was esti-
mated at some 35 tons of gold. Fourteen
tons of gold had been used to cover some
of the palace ceilings. Its inner parts are
full of luxurious glistening furniture, huge
gold chandeliers, and relics.

Six Sultans
Dolmabahce Palace was home to six

Sultans from 1856, when it was first inhab-
ited, up until the abolition of the Caliphate

in 1924. The last royal to live here was
Caliph Abdulmecid Efendi. A law that went
into effect on March 3, 1924 transferred
the ownership of the palace to the nation-
al heritage of the new Turkish Republic.
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder and
first President of the Republic of Turkey,
used the palace as a presidential resi-
dence.

Up to 45,000 square miles of the palace
space are furnished. It includes 285 cham-
bers and 46 lounges. Carpets cover up to
4,454 square meters of floors. At the
entrance, there is the crystal ornamented
staircase. The sultan used to host digni-
taries at the red lounge. In the upper floor,
there are several chambers, including the
harems’ corners. — KUNA

Dolmabahce: Reminder
of glorious empire
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Gunman kills two, in US cinema rampage
LOUISIANA: Law enforcement and other emergency personnel respond to the scene of a shooting at the Grand Theatre. — AP 

CHICAGO: A lone gunman who opened fire in a
crowded US movie theater killing two people was a
drifter who tried to escape before turning the gun
on himself, police said yesterday. Police identified
the gunman as 59-year-old John Houser, a white
man originally from Alabama. He had been staying
at a motel in Lafayette, Louisiana where authorities
found glasses and wigs for disguises.

“He’s kind of a drifter,” police chief Jim Craft told
reporters, adding that Houser acted alone. Houser
apparently tried to flee the theater after shooting 13
rounds from a single handgun, killing two white
females aged 21 and 33, one of whom died in hospi-
tal, and injuring nine others before killing himself as
police closed in.  “What happened is that the quick
law enforcement response forced him back into the
theater, at which time he shot himself,” Craft said.
Louisiana state police chief Michael Edmonson said
they were investigating Houser’s motive, and had
spoken to his friends and family.  In addition to the
disguises, police said Houser had switched the
license plate on his car, which was parked bear the
theater exit. 

More than 100 people were in the cinema when
Houser began shooting indiscriminately into the

audience about 30 minutes into a screening of
“Trainwreck.”  One person remains in critical condi-
tion in hospital, Craft said. Houser has been in the
southern city of about 125,000 people since early
July, according to Craft.

Houser’s apparent LinkedIn profile showed a var-
ied career, with experience in investment manage-
ment, real estate and stints as a bar owner.
Louisiana governor Bobby Jindal said it did not
appear that the victims were targeted and said resi-
dents were coming to grips with the “random act of
violence.” “There’s never a good explanation. In this
case, the explanation will be less than in other cases
based on what they learned by talking to family
members and processing that hotel room and car,”
Jindal said on CNN.  

He praised a teacher who threw herself in front
of the shower of bullets to protect her friend, also a
teacher, and eventually pulled the fire alarm. “The
second teacher said the bullet was coming for her
head if her friend hadn’t jumped on top of her. She
had the presence of mind to pull the fire alarm,” said
Jindal, who is also vying for the Republican presi-
dential nomination Jindal, who rushed to Lafayette
after news of the shooting emerged, said it was not

the right time to discuss gun control and that the
focus should remain on the victims.

‘Chaos everywhere’ 
The shooting came as President Barack Obama

admitted that a “distressing” lack of progress on gun
control has been a great source of frustration during
his time in office. “If you look at the number of
Americans killed since 9/11 by terrorism, it’s less than
100. If you look at the number that have been killed by
gun violence, it’s in the tens of thousands,” Obama
said in an interview with the BBC taped before the
shooting. “And for us not to be able to resolve that
issue has been something that is distressing,” he said.
The White House said the president was briefed late
Thursday while en route to Kenya about America’s lat-
est mass shooting tragedy.

“The president directed his team to keep him
updated on the investigation and on the status of
those injured,” White House spokesman Josh Earnest
said in a statement. “The thoughts and prayers of
everyone at the White House, including the president
and first lady, are with the community of Lafayette,
Louisiana-especially the families of those who were
killed.”  The latest rampage erupted as a jury deliber-

ates the death penalty for the gunman in a 2012 the-
ater massacre in Colorado that left 12 dead and 70
injured. Almost exactly three years ago, James Holmes,
27, opened fire on a packed screening of “The Dark
Knight Rises” in Aurora, Colorado, in a meticulously-
planned attack during which he wore body armor and
used tear gas to prevent victims from escaping.

The shooting also comes a week after Mohammad
Youssuf Abdulazeez, 24, opened fire on two military
centers in Chattanooga and killed four US Marines and
a Navy sailor before dying in a shootout without
police. Television images from Lafayette showed a
hectic scene at the cinema, surrounded late Thursday
by dozens of emergency medical vehicles and police
cars. “It was crazy, chaos everywhere,” witness Jacob
Broussard told CNN. Broussard was watching a movie
across the hall when the sirens went off and the lights
came on. A voice came over the intercom asking peo-
ple to evacuate the building as quickly as possible. As
he was leaving, Broussard heard three shots. When he
got outside, he saw a woman bleeding from the leg.
Comedian Amy Schumer, who stars in “Trainwreck”
swiftly offered her condolences. “My heart is broken
and all my thoughts and prayers are with everyone in
Louisiana,” she tweeted. — AFP

59-year-old ‘drifter’ turns gun on self after chaos 
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Palestine village braces 

for Israeli demolition

SUSIYA, West Bank: Residents of this dusty village are bracing for
Israeli bulldozers to come and knock down their makeshift homes of
tarp, wood and wire any day now. But as they wait for the military order
to be carried out, villagers are rallying support from Western govern-
ments. Israeli authorities say Susiya’s structures are unlicensed and
must come down.  Residents and their supporters say Israel refuses to
grant building permits to Palestinians, even while allowing Israeli settle-
ments to thrive next door.

“The people are afraid,” said Nasser Nawajah, a leading activist
among Susiya’s residents.  He said his children will not sleep alone at
night. During the day, Nawajah said, the children are constantly on
edge that any group approaching could be Israeli soldiers. Susiya, a
rocky hamlet of several hundred people, is one of more than a dozen
Palestinian herding communities in the southern West Bank unrecog-
nized by Israel. Consisting mostly of tents, and without running water
or electricity, the village has nonetheless risen to international promi-
nence in recent weeks as it braces for a round of decisive demolitions
after three decades of legal battles with the Israeli government.

Peace accords 
At the heart of the matter is the struggle over the 62 percent of the

West Bank that was placed under full Israeli control under interim peace
accords two decades ago. This land, called Area C, is home to more than
350,000 Jewish settlers, more than double the number of Palestinians
living there. Critics say Israel has blocked virtually all Palestinian devel-
opment in Area C, while expanding the Jewish settlements there - a
charge Israel denies.

Susiya is flanked by a Jewish settlement and the ruins of a centuries-
old Jewish town of the same name. Susiya’s residents lived in the area
of the ruins until Israel declared it an archaeological site in the 1980s,
forcing them to leave. Some left for other Palestinian communities,
while others settled a few hundred meters (yards) away, on land
Nawajah says is privately owned by him and his relatives.

Since Israel did not recognize the relocated Palestinian Susiya, it was
not hooked up to electrical or water grids. The nearby Israeli settlement
of Susiya and several unauthorized Jewish outposts in the area receive
such services. The international community considers West Bank settle-
ments, built on land captured in the 1967 Middle East war, to be illegal
or illegitimate. The Palestinians claim the West Bank as part of a future
independent state. Susiya’s situation escalated in May, when Israel’s
high court stopped a temporary injunction on demolitions. Then in
July, the Israeli defense body that oversees Palestinian civilian affairs,
known as COGAT, announced the demolitions and evictions would
take place sometime before Aug. 3.  COGAT also provided residents
with a map of 32 structures it planned to demolish first.

Options dwindling 
With their options dwindling, residents, backed by a series of advo-

cacy groups, have drawn attention to their plight, receiving support
from some powerful quarters. The US State Department has said that
demolishing parts of the village and evicting Palestinians would be
“harmful and provocative” and undermine prospects for reviving peace
talks, which broke down more than a year ago. The European Union has
also condemned the demolition plan. The EU and several European
countries have funded projects in Susiya, including solar panels from
Germany and a playground from Austria. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon on Wednesday expressed his concerns as well. His spokes-
woman, Vannina Maestracci, said he hoped a dialogue between Israeli
authorities and the community would resolve the matter.

The international pressure seems to be working. COGAT said it has
not yet decided whether to carry out the demolitions, and said it
recently opened a dialogue with villagers in search of a solution. Israel
has offered to relocate the residents to Yatta, a nearby West Bank town
under Palestinian Authority control. The Israeli Foreign Ministry insisted
Israel was acting within its rights in accordance with long-standing
agreements with Palestinian authorities. — AP 

ARBIL: Pentagon chief Ashton Carter said
during a visit to Kurdistan yesterday that the
autonomous region’s peshmerga force was a
model for the rest of Iraq in its fight against
jihadists. The US defense secretary, on the
second day of his first visit to Iraq since taking
office earlier this year, praised the efforts of
what is the region’s de facto army.

“We are trying to build a force throughout
the territory of Iraq, and someday in Syria,
that can do” what the peshmerga have
achieved, Carter said. He was speaking in the
Kurdish capital Arbil in front of members of
the US-led coalition deployed in Kurdistan to
help push back the Islamic State group.
Moments earlier, he met Kurdish President
Massud Barzani.

Carter “commended President Barzani on
the battlefield successes they’ve achieved on
the ground in coordination with US and coali-
tion air power,” a Pentagon statement said.
Several high-ranking Kurdish military officials
attended the talks with Carter, on his first trip
to Iraq since taking office earlier this year. The
threat posed to Arbil by an IS advance early
last August was one of the reasons cited days
later by US President Barack Obama for
announcing US air strikes. An international
coalition has since developed and carried out
thousands of air strikes, many in support of
peshmerga forces fighting IS. More than

1,200 peshmerga fighters have been killed in
fighting with IS, which last year swept into
several areas controlled by the Kurds, who are
now trying to take them back. The coalition
has repeatedly stressed that air strikes were
only useful if carried out in support of well-
organized ground offensives.

Carter had expressed his frustration in
May after Iraqi government forces, who had
held on for almost 18 months in Ramadi, the
capital of the western province of Anbar,
completely buckled and lost the city. “We
have an issue with the will of the Iraqis to
fight ISIL and defend themselves,” he had
said at the time, using another acronym for IS.

More help for Baghdad 
Carter was in Baghdad Thursday and said

the United States was ready to do more to
help Baghdad’s forces reconquer the ground
they lost last year but added that the army
needed to shape up. “We are willing to do
more... when and if (the Iraqis) develop capa-
ble, motivated forces of their own that can
take and retain territory,” he said as he met
some of the 3,500 US military trainers and
advisers in Iraq. 

Iraqi forces are upping the pressure on IS
in its stronghold of Anbar, a vast Sunni
province which stretches from the outskirts
of Baghdad to the borders with Syria, Jordan

and Saudi Arabia. Iraqi troops and paramili-
tary forces have largely encircled Ramadi as
well as Fallujah, the province’s other main
city, paving the way for major offensives.

Relations are strained between the federal
government in Baghdad and the
autonomous administration in Kurdistan.
Barzani, whose forces have de facto seized
several oil-rich, contested areas on the back
of last year’s IS offensive, has threatened to
organize a referendum on independence.

Carter stressed during his meeting with
the veteran Kurdish leader yesterday that
Washington’s assistance to Kurdistan as part
of the war against IS would not bypass
Baghdad. “The secretary also noted that the
United States would continue working by,
with, and through the government of Iraq to
support Kurdish forces in the fight against
ISIL,” the Pentagon statement said.

IS is also under increasing pressure in
Syria, where Turkish fighter jets bombed IS
positions for the first time yesterday, poten-
tially marking a major shift in the conflict.
After months of negotiations, Turkey also
finally gave the green light for the US to use a
key air base in its south for its air strikes
against IS. NATO member Turkey had been
accused of colluding with IS by allowing the
jihadists to use its territory as a rear base and
not fulfilling its role in the coalition. — AFP 

Pentagon chief hails peshmerga 

as ideal model for rest of Iraq

Praised efforts of region’s de facto army

IRBIL: US Defense Secretary Ash Carter walks with Minister of Peshmerga, Mustafa Sayid Qadir, (right) and
Falah Mustafa, Kurdish regional government Minister of Foreign Relations, (left) as he arrives. — AP 

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s top Shiite cleric yesterday called
on the government in Baghdad to do more to pro-
tect the families of Iraqi forces fighting the Islamic
State group, saying they are an “easy prey” for
extremists bent on revenge attacks. 

In his weekly sermon, Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani
also said authorities should implement tough poli-
cies to catch and punish those who attack inno-
cent civilians. “It is not logical or acceptable that
the fighters, soldiers or volunteers who are sacrific-
ing themselves for the sake of Iraq leave their

loved ones and families under the protection of
the security forces, and then those people become
easy prey for Daesh,” said Al-Sistani’s spokesman
Abdul-Mahdi  Al-Karbalaie ,  us ing the Arabic
acronym for the Islamic State group.

“The government is strongly urged to imple-
ment a firm policy and strictly punish those ele-
ments proved to be involved in such criminal
activities,” the spokesman added, quoting Al-
Sistani. The reclusive cleric’s appeal comes amid
mounting pressure on the government to catch

and prosecute those responsible for last week’s
massive bombing in eastern Diyala province that
killed 115 people as the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan was coming to an end. Many women and
children were among the victims in the predomi-
nantly Shiite district of Khan Bani Saad. The Islamic
State group has claimed responsibility for that
attack. The Sunni militant group regularly targets
Shiite civilians, military checkpoints and govern-
ment installations as it seeks to destabilize the
Shiite-led government in Baghdad. — AP 

Top Shiite cleric calls for army family protection
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BEIRUT: The humid summer air of Beirut
has started to reek as uncollected trash piles
up in the streets after protesters shut down
Lebanon’s largest landfill at a time of political
paralysis. Residents walking by the garbage
spilling out of dumpsters and into the paths
of passing cars lift their shirts or scarves over
their noses to protect themselves from the
smell. The growing heaps have been dusted
with white poison powder to keep away rats
and insects, but the measure does little to
combat the odor.  Ordinarily, the city’s trash
is disposed of at the Naameh landfill in the
mountains southeast of Beirut, the endpoint
for waste produced by around half of
Lebanon’s four million citizens. But for days,
local villagers fed up of living next to the site
have blocked entry, preventing any new
trash from being dumped and insisting they
will not leave until the facility is shut down
for good.

“In Beirut, it’s only been four or five days
of garbage and people already can’t take it.
We have been dealing with Lebanon’s trash
for the last 17 years,” said Youssef Halabi, a
resident of Aramoun village near the landfill.
“We can’t open our windows because of the
gases coming off the dump,” the 28-year-old
said to nods from fellow residents at the
protest tent on the road leading to the site.
“I’ve invited ministers to come to my place
and see if they can tolerate it.”

Trash mountain 
The Naameh landfill opened in 1997 in a

verdant valley outside Beirut. It was meant to
receive trash from the capital and the heavi-
ly-populated Mount Lebanon area for only a
few years until a comprehensive solution

was devised. But that plan never came to
fruition, as efforts to pass waste legislation
withered in Lebanon’s notoriously fractured
and stagnant parliament.

As nearly 20 years ticked by, the valley
that was originally expected to receive only
two million tons of waste swelled into a trash
mountain of over 15 million tons.  Residents
living nearby say daily life is unbearable and
allege gases produced by the site cause
health problems. “This area suffers from high
cancer rates, residents have incurable dis-
eases, skin diseases, breathing problems,”
said Raghida Halabi, 41, a resident of Abey,
another village by the landfill.

Last year, angry locals set up a similar
protest, blocking access to the landfill and
prompting a trash crisis. They ended the
protest after the government pledged it
would permanently close Naameh this year
on July 17, but when the trash kept coming
they resumed their demonstration. “I think
that our ministers and officials need to learn
to respect the law and apply it,” the Abey
resident said. “All that we’re doing is enforc-
ing it.” To further complicate matters,
Lebanon’s contract with waste management
company Sukleen also expired on July 17,
and the government has not indicated
whether it will renew it or find a new compa-
ny. 

‘Another Naameh’ 
Marwan Rizkallah, a Lebanese solid waste

management expert, said the Naameh crisis
is symptomatic of a larger trash problem.
“The amount of waste being disposed of
should be reduced,” he said. “If plans were
adopted before or if other treatment meth-

ods were adopted before, we could have
dumped much less waste into that landfill.”

He said a new landfill site will be needed,
but Lebanon also has to adopt recycling and
better home sorting of trash so the organic
matter that constitutes more than 50 per-
cent of its garbage can be composted. “We
cannot just create another Naameh,” he said.
“We have to find another location, that is
true, but as well we need to adopt different
treatment technologies, we need to reduce
the amount of waste generated, we need to
recycle more.”

All that will require government action,
which seems unlikely in the short-term, with
the parliament and cabinet both politically
paralyzed and the presidency left vacant for
over a year. Meanwhile, Environment
Minister Mohamed Mashnuq, who did not
return calls for comment, has urged munici-
palities to dispose of trash however they can.

Residents have begun burning the
expanding trash piles and there are fears
garbage will be dumped in Lebanon’s hun-
dreds of illegal dumpsites. Despite the grim
picture, Rizkallah said there could be a silver
lining if the crisis encouraged Lebanese to
consider the amount of waste they produce
and the problems created. “People are talk-
ing about it, because they see it on the
streets, and maybe this is the only positive
thing.” The crisis is front-page news in
Lebanon, with Beirut residents expressing
outrage online. One widely-circulated post
shows Lebanon’s flag altered to show a trash
bag replacing the iconic cedar tree. “It’s rais-
ing awareness, in a very negative and bad
way,” Rizkallah said. “But still it’s raising
awareness.” — AFP 

Beirut swims in trash 

after landfill protest
Capital reeks of garbage, locals suffer 

BEIRUT: Waste management workers cover a pile of garbage using white pesticide in the Palestinian refugee
camp of Sabra.— AP 

Iran deal won’t affect

backing for Damascus

DAMASCUS: An international agreement on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram will not alter Tehran’s staunch support for the Syrian gov-
ernment and may even strengthen Damascus, Syria’s foreign min-
ister said yesterday. Speaking at a conference in Damascus on
“confronting terrorism”, Walid Muallem said those who hoped to
persuade Iran to abandon Syria’s government would be disap-
pointed. “There is a lot of talk about the Iranian nuclear agree-
ment and its impact on the Syrian crisis,” he said. “There are those,
led by the United States, who think that this agreement will
enable the West to influence Iran’s positions on the Syrian crisis,”
Muallem added, dismissing that as “delusional”.  “Iran’s attitudes
on the crisis in Syria have not changed,” the minister said.

Tehran “provided all kinds of support to the Syrian people in
their struggle against terrorism before the nuclear deal, and dur-
ing it, and will continue to do so after it.” In fact, he said, the
agreement could end up strengthening Syria.  “Iran has entered
the world stage through the widest doors, and the more power-
ful our ally is, the more powerful we are.” The nuclear deal
between Iran and six powers led by the United States has led to
speculation that broader cooperation on regional issues might
now be possible. But Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei has already insisted Tehran will continue to oppose
“arrogant” US policies.  “US policies in the region differ from Iran’s
by 180 degrees,” he said last week. Tehran is a longstanding ally
of President Bashar Al-Assad’s embattled government in
Damascus and has remained a strong supporter throughout the
uprising against him.

It has supplied money, weapons and military advisers to
Assad’s government.  Also yesterday, Muallem thanked another
key government ally, Russian President Vladimir Putin, for sug-
gesting the creation of a new regional and international alliance
to fight “terrorism.” Damascus considers all those seeking Assad’s
ouster “terrorists” and is not part of the US-led coalition fighting
the Islamic State group with air strikes in Syria. Muallem said it
would take “a miracle” to create a new regional anti-terrorism
alliance in the short-term. “But in the medium-term, the security
imperatives imposed by the reality of the spread of terrorism...,
and it rebounding against its supporters, will require neighboring
countries to work with Syria to create such an alliance.”— AFP 

Syrian oppn groups 

agree Assad must go

BRUSSELS: Syria’s two main opposition groups settled longstanding
differences yesterday to agree that President Bashar Al-Assad must step
down in any deal to end the country’s bloody conflict. The issue has
dogged efforts to get the exiled but widely recognized Syrian National
Coalition and the National Coordination Committee for Democratic
Change (NCCDC), which is tolerated by the Syrian authorities, to agree a
common platform. The two groups said in a statement after a meeting
in Brussels that peace “can be achieved through a political process
undertaken by the Syrians themselves, under the auspices of the UN.”
This solution would involve “a fundamental and comprehensive change
of the current political regime, including the head of the regime and all
its leaders, pillars and security agencies.”

They said they had now “agreed a road map for the salvation of
Syria, including the basic principles of a political settlement, to be
adopted by their respective competent bodies.” This would be based
on the 2012 Geneva accord which envisaged a transitional government
of national unity with full powers to run the country and organize elec-
tions. Up to now, the NCCDC had appeared to leave the door open for
Assad to play a role in a transitional government but the National
Coalition was bitterly opposed and restated that position again yester-
day. “We do not see any role for Assad or members of his government
in a transitional body,” Hisham Marwa of the National Coalition told a
press conference in Brussels after talks there.  “They should be brought
to justice and not be rewarded by being involved in any transitional
body,” he said.

NCCDC executive bureau member Khalaf Dahowd said the most
important thing was the overall agreement, not Assad’s role. “We have a
political agreement which gathers all the political camps. We do not
think these things should prevent us from finding common ground.”
His colleague Safwan Akkash said “Assad’s role is secondary” while the
fate of other members of the regime “will be discussed.” The NCCDC,
which is also known as the National Coordination Body, is part of the
country’s “tolerated” opposition, operating inside Syria but under tight
restrictions. It has often been at odds with the National Coalition, accus-
ing it of being beholden to outside interests. More than 230,000 people
have been killed in Syria since the conflict began in March 2011 with
anti-government protests which morphed into a civil war. — AFP 



KIEV, Ukraine: Only a few months ago, Kiev
residents would normally avoid the police if
they could help it. The officer would be of no
use on a complaint - or worse, would demand
a bribe. Not any longer. These days, Kiev resi-
dents approach members of a new police force
that has hit the streets - and even ask to take a
picture with them. It’s being welcomed as the
Ukrainian government’s first visible reform
since it came to power in February 2014.

In the first phase of a comprehensive over-
haul, the entire traffic police corps of Kiev was
disbanded and replaced on July 4 by a
retrained force - with new powers to make
arrests as well as issue speeding or parking tick-
ets. The police reform ultimately aims to
retrain, and possibly replace, the entire
Ukrainian Interior Ministry, including elite
inspectors on serious crimes such as murder
and corporate fraud. The initiative is supported
by the United States and managed by Eka
Zguladze, who was in charge of a largely suc-
cessful police reform in her native Georgia. One
of the pledges of the new Kiev government,
which took over last year after pro-Russian
President Viktor Yanukovych fled the country,
was to combat rampant corruption in Ukraine’s

police.  Just as in neighboring Russia, Ukraine’s
police corps was perceived as chronically
extorting bribes and harassing citizens.

Start from scratch
The new government decided to start from

scratch. The first phase replaced the old traffic
police with a new 2,000-strong patrol team
trained by Ukrainians who had themselves
received instruction from American officers.
While the traffic police were suspended rather
than sacked, it is still not clear whether the old
cops will be able to come back.

The backbone of the overhaul was a train-
ing program this year for 100 Ukrainian police
instructors, run by the US Department of
Justice and the Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. They
went on to teach the new police course in Kiev
for the inaugural class of new officers who hit
the streets this month. William Brownfield, the
US assistant secretary for International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, has
been advising the Ukrainian government on
the police shakeup. He had a scathing assess-
ment of the original state of affairs. “The con-
clusion appears to be unanimous that - what-

ever you may think of the politics, external
actors or the economy - the police was not
working well,” said Brownfield, who has been
advising nations on police reform for two
decades.

The reform, to which the United States has
contributed $15 million, is expected to take
from five to 10 years to complete. The creation
of the new patrol force in Kiev is still described
as an experiment. Other branches of the police
in Kiev have not been disbanded. Several other
big Ukrainian cities like Mykolaiv and Odessa
will get new patrol police in the coming
months.

Young and fit 
Along with the American training, the new

officers got American-styled uniforms and are
all young and fit, in sharp contrast to their bald-
ing pot-bellied predecessors. Good looks some-
times seem like a prerequisite for the job - giv-
ing the initiative the air of a publicity stunt, one
of the criticisms leveled at the reform. Kateryna
Lyshnevska, a 29-year-old who used to run a
small business, signed up for the police course
and was accepted in what has been described
as 10-to-1 competition for the job. — AP 
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BUJUMBURA: Burundian President Pierre
Nkurunziza has won a predicted but contro-
versial third consecutive term in office,
according to official election results
announced yesterday. Nkurunziza won 69.41
percent of the vote in Tuesday’s vote, hand-
ing him an immediate first-round victory, the
election commission said. He won 16 out of
18 provinces, with the other two taken by his
closet rival Agathon Rwasa-who won a total
18.99 percent-even though he had
denounced the polls as illegitimate.

Nkurunziza’s candidacy was condemned
as unconstitutional by the opposition and
provoked months of protests and an

attempted coup in the central African nation.
Although eight candidates were on the bal-
lot paper for the presidential polls, most
withdrew from the race, with the closure of
most independent media preventing them
from campaigning.

Anti-Nkurunziza protests have been vio-
lently repressed, leaving at least 100 people
dead since late April. Many opponents have
also fled-joining an exodus of more than
150,000 ordinary Burundians who fear their
country may again be engulfed by wide-
spread violence. 

In mid-May, rebel generals attempted to
overthrow Nkurunziza in a coup, which

failed. They have since launched a rebellion
in the north of the country. Turnout in the
polls was 73.44 percent, the election com-
mission said. In the latest in a string of
attacks, four people were wounded in a
grenade attack overnight Thursday on the
house of an official from Nkurunziza’s ruling
CNDD-FDD party.

The government has dismissed criticism
of the poll, which the United States,
European Union and former colonial power
Belgium said lacked credibility. The European
Union said Thursday it would begin review-
ing its cooperation with Burundi, including
trade, political cooperation and develop-

ment aid.
The 51-year-old president-a former rebel,

born-again Christian and football fanatic-
faced no serious competition in the polls, but
critics have said his win will be a hollow victo-
ry, leaving him ruling over a deeply divided
nation. Nkurunziza’s CNDD-FDD party also
scored a widely expected landslide win in
last month’s parliamentary polls that were
also boycotted by the opposition. Analysts
say renewed conflict in the country could
reignite ethnic Hutu-Tutsi violence and bring
another humanitarian disaster to the region.
The last civil war in Burundi left at least
300,000 people dead. — AFP 

Burundi’s Pierre Nkurunziza wins third straight term

Ukraine’s new police on 

charm offensive in Kiev
Government’s first visible reform since coming to power 

Kenya security on high 

alert for Obama visit

NAIROBI: A massive security operation is in place to protect
President Barack Obama during his visit to Kenya, which has
been frequently targeted by Al-Shabab militants based in
neighboring Somalia. Ahead of Obama’s arrival, large num-
bers of security forces patrolled in the Kenyan capital,
Nairobi. Several US military aircraft were spotted flying
around the city. There have also been significant military
attacks on Islamic militant targets in Somalia in recent
weeks.

Major Nairobi roads will be temporarily closed and
authorities said the international airport will be closed at
times coinciding with Obama’s landing and departure
tomorrow for Ethiopia. Safaricom, a mobile network opera-
tor, warned of disruptions while Obama is in Nairobi to meet
entrepreneurs and hold talks with Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta.

“We recognize the fact that as the most protected indi-
vidual in the world, there will be some security measures
undertaken by his team which could include the temporary
disruption of mobile signals close to where the President is
at any given time,” Safaricom said. Al-Shabab, which is
linked to Al-Qaeda, has conducted major attacks in Kenya,
including the 2013 attack on Nairobi’s Westgate mall and an
April attack in Garissa town that killed nearly 150 people.

‘Watching militants’
This month, Somali officials said African Union and local

troops seized Bardhere, one of the last major towns held by
extremists in Somalia’s southwest. A militant commander
was also killed in a US drone strike, according to Somali and
US officials. A Somali intelligence official told The Associated
Press that the use of surveillance drones has increased in the
past two weeks.

“They are watching militants’ movements towards Kenya
so closely,” said the official, who requested anonymity
because he is not authorized to speak to the media.
Obama’s schedule includes a Sunday address at a Nairobi
stadium that will be broadcast live on Kenyan radio and tel-
evision. US Ambassador Robert Godec said attendance is by
invitation only to representatives from “a wide range of
Kenyan society” despite speculation that huge crowds
would gather.

“We discourage people from coming to the venue if
they’re not explicitly invited,” Godec said. Obama, whose
father was Kenyan, will have time for meetings with relatives
during his visit, said the ambassador. Sarah Obama, the
matriarch of the Obama family, flew from the western
Kenyan city of Kisumu to Nairobi ahead of a meeting with
the American president, Kenyan media reported. Sarah
Obama was the second wife of Obama’s grandfather and
helped raise his father, Barack Obama Sr. The president
referred to her as “Granny” in his memoir, “Dreams from My
Father.”

“Today, I am going to talk to him face to face,” Sarah
Obama, who is in her 90s, said before boarding the Nairobi-
bound plane. She said she would try to convince Obama to
visit his father’s grave in the western village of Kogelo,
though US officials have said the president will not travel to
the town on this visit. “I will leave it to God,” said Sarah
Obama, who walked with a cane. — AP 

KIEV: In this photo taken, Tuesday, July 14, 2015, Ukrainian police officers Katerina Lishnevska, 27, (left) and
Lesya Kishkel, 32, patrol the Khreshchatyk, Kiev’s main street. — AP 
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SRINAGAR: A Pakistan-based militant
group has disowned a splinter faction sus-
pected of a string of killings in Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir, with the rebuke followed
swiftly yesterday by a string of attacks on
telecoms facilities in the state’s main city.
The escalating rivalry is fuelling concern
that rogue insurgents could ratchet up ten-
sion between nuclear-armed India and
Pakistan. Both claim the disputed
Himalayan region of Kashmir, and have
fought two of their three wars over it since
becoming separate countries in 1947.

Hizbul Mujahideen, a Kashmiri sepa-
ratist group whose leader, Syed
Salahuddin, is based in Pakistan, said on
Thursday it had expelled Abdul Qayoom
Najar over his involvement in “gruesome

murder” and the “character assassination
of established pro-freedom leadership”.
Indian security forces say Najar leads a
breakaway group called Lashkar-e-Islam
that has perpetrated a series of attacks
around Sopore, killing five people includ-
ing telecoms vendors and former militants.
In an apparent escalation yesterday, three
more attacks were carried out on tele-
coms facilities in the Muslim-majority
state’s summer capital of Srinagar, one of
them near the office of Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.

Sayeed, who leads the People’s
Democratic Party that seeks self-rule, rules
Jammu and Kashmir in an uneasy coali-
tion with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party. A

senior police officer said one person had
been injured in the attack near the chief
minister’s office, which declined to com-
ment. Earlier, militants threw grenades
inside two mobile phone shops in
Srinagar, injuring one person. Lashkar-e-
Islam has warned people to stop working
for telecommunications companies, say-
ing that Indian security forces are using
mobile phone services to target members
of the group.

Generation gap
The decision to expel Najar was taken

by Hizbul Mujahideen’s command council
headed by Salahuddin, a 69-year-old
Islamic preacher who turned to militancy
in the late 1980s. The bearded cleric is

widely viewed as allied to hardline
Kashmiri separatist leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, who is 85. “The report submitted
by the inquiry commission has proved
that Qayoom Najar, in an utter disregard
of the Hizb leadership, violated the consti-
tution of the outfit and carried out con-
demnable acts. Our constitution does not
allow or permit such actions,” Salahuddin
said in a statement.

Analysts say the emergence of a break-
away faction could mean that a new gen-
eration of Kashmiri militants is trying to
force aside the ageing separatist leader-
ship - inspired by jihadists elsewhere who
have resorted to extreme violence and
spread their message through social
media. — Reuters 

Militant group disowns Kashmir splinter faction

MUMBAI: A long-time critic of Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over reli-
gious riots 13 years ago says an investi-
gation into allegations she received ille-
gal funding is a “vendetta” designed to
silence her. Activist Teesta Setalvad told
AFP she was being targeted by the gov-
ernment because of her fierce criticism
of Modi following deadly violence in
Gujarat state in 2002 when he was chief
minister.

“It’s nothing short of a vendetta
because even if it were to be seen as an
offence, it’s an economic offence if at all,
and it should be examined by the
courts,” she said. India’s Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) registered a case
against Setalvad and her husband Javed
Anand on July 8 and raided their home
and offices a week later. 

The agency is looking into whether
Setalvad’s non-governmental organiza-
tion Sabrang received funding from the
United States-based Ford Foundation
without government permission.
Setalvad described the raid as “an abuse
of state power” timed to prevent her
from helping the widow of former
Congress MP Ehsan Jafri in her legal bat-
tle over his killing in the riots.

“Why this kind of personal hounding?
Why this attempt to get us into custody?
Why this attempt to stop our move-
ments to Gujarat just when the Zakia
Jafri case is about to begin?” she asked.
Jafri is challenging a 2013 court decision
that cleared Modi and other high-rank-
ing Gujarat officials of any responsibility
for the riots which left some 2,000 peo-
ple dead, most of them Muslims.  Her
husband was among scores of Muslims
burnt alive when a Hindu mob torched a
housing colony in Ahmadabad that
became known as the Gulbarg Society
massacre.

‘Fight it out’ 
Modi was effectively blacklisted by a

number of foreign powers in the after-
math of the riots. The European Union
and then the United States only ended
their boycott of the right-wing Hindu
nationalist when it became clear he
could be elected leader of the world’s
largest democracy.

Setalvad has campaigned for victims

of the riots through Sabrang and her
other organization Citizens for Justice
and Peace. “The 120 convictions that we
managed to get is through the courts,
but it has been at a price so you have to
take one day as it comes and fight it
out,” she said at her lawyers’ offices in
Mumbai.

“I  think this whole attempt is to
silence me somehow. If you get me into
custody you don’t have access to the
media, don’t have access to the public,
don’t have speech and then your life is
in danger,” she added. Setalvad said she
was co-operating with the CBI and that
her organization’s arrangement with the
Ford Foundation was “permitted under
law”. Officers have spent several days
questioning her and her husband, who
had their application for anticipatory
bail, in the expectation of being arrest-
ed, rejected by a court yesterday. 

Embezzling donations 
The CBI said in a statement it had

opened its investigation after a com-
plaint from India’s Ministry of Home

Affairs. The CBI “is legally bound to
investigate (that includes search and
questioning of the accused persons)
every aspect of the allegations,” the
statement said, noting that the sum
involved was over 10 million rupees
($160,000). Setalvad, 53, is also accused
by Gujarat police of embezzling dona-
tions meant for riot victims, allegations
that she strenuously denies. Officers are
investigating a complaint filed by resi-
dents of the Gulbarg society that
Setalvad and others misappropriated
funds designed to build a museum to
honour those killed in the massacre.
They used the money “for their own pur-
pose”, an investigating officer with
Gujarat police told AFP. 

In an affidavit filed with India’s
Supreme Court in New Delhi, police
alleged that funds were spent on per-
sonal items including wine and eating
out at restaurants in Mumbai, according
to the Press Trust of India. “We’ve
answered every one of those allegations
with 25,000 pages of court documents,”
Setalvad said. — AFP 

Activist accuses Modi govt 

of ‘vendetta’ against her 

‘Blatant attempt to silence me’ 

MUMBAI: This photograph taken on July 22, 2015, Indian activist Teesta
Setalvad speaks to AFP during an interview at her lawyer’s office. — AFP 

Afghan-Taleban

peace talks

set for end July

KABUL: The Afghan government will meet Taleban insur-
gents at the end of July for the highly anticipated second
round of talks aimed at ending Afghanistan’s 13-year war,
officials said, with a possible ceasefire high on the agenda.

Afghan officials held their first face-to-face talks with
Taleban cadres on July 7 in Murree, a tourist town in the
hills north of Islamabad, Pakistan, which were supervised
by American and Chinese representatives. They agreed to
meet again in the coming weeks but the venue remains
unconfirmed and it was unclear whether the nascent dia-
logue was widely endorsed within the ranks of the
Taleban, rife by internal divisions.

“The second round of talks... is set for July 30 or 31,”
said Mohammad Ismail Qasimyar, a member of the
Afghan High Peace Council (HPC), the government’s top
peace negotiating body. “This meeting will also be super-
vised by the US and China and we will insist and put pres-
sure in the meeting for a temporary ceasefire.”

He added that China would “most probably” be host-
ing the meeting, but another HPC official said that had not
been confirmed. “The talks... are set for July 30 but discus-
sions and consultation are ongoing between Afghanistan,
Pakistan, the United States and China on where to host
the meeting,” said HPC deputy chairman Abdul Hakim
Mujahid. “Which country will be hosting the meeting has
not been confirmed yet,” Mujahid told AFP. The Taleban
so far have not officially commented on the announce-
ment but cracks within insurgent ranks over the fragile
negotiations are visible. “This time, if the talks are held and
representatives from our political office of Qatar do not
attend, these negotiations will be unacceptable to us,”
said a source from the Quetta Shura, the Taleban’s govern-
ing council. “This time our delegation from Qatar political
office should be part of negotiations,” he told AFP, high-
lighting a growing split within insurgent representatives
in Quetta and Qatar, where the Taleban set up a political
office in 2013.

Taleban divisions 
Earlier this month the Taleban’s reclusive leader Mullah

Omar hailed as “legitimate” peace talks aimed at ending
the war, in his first comments on the nascent dialogue,
easing concerns that it lacked the leadership’s backing.
But divisions have apparently grown within the fractured
group after the first round of talks, with some command-
ers openly questioning the legitimacy of the Taleban
negotiators in Murree. Divides within the Taleban
between those for and against talks have been made
worse by the emergence of a local branch of the Islamic
State, the Middle Eastern jihadist outfit that last year
declared a “caliphate” across large areas of Iraq and Syria
that it controls. The Taleban warned IS recently against
expanding in the region, but this has not stopped some
fighters, inspired by the group’s success, defecting to
swear allegiance to IS chief Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi instead
of the invisible Mullah Omar. —AFP
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TAIPEI: Police released 30 protesters, most of them students, yesterday
who were held after they broke into the education ministry in the capital
Taipei to oppose “China-centric” changes to the school curriculum.
Increasing fears in Taiwan over Beijing’s influence sparked a three-week
occupation of parliament last year by student-led protesters opposing a
trade pact with China. Three journalists were also released. 

All those arrested are facing charges of breaching government prem-
ises and causing damage. Of the 33 detained in total, 22 have been
released on bail and 11 who are under 18 are back in the care of their
families.  The government condemned the overnight break-in, saying
students had “crossed a red line”. Protesters scaled ladders to get into
the building before barricading themselves in the education minister’s
office. “They damaged the door of the minister’s office, and used chairs
and other things to lock themselves in the room,” said senior police offi-
cer Lee Chuan-che. “Police guarding the building tried to stop them from
pushing their way in.” Education minister Wu Se-hwa said charges
against the journalists would be dropped if they had “purely engaged in
reporting”. 

Television footage showed a protester being dragged across the
floor inside the building by a police officer. Cable ties were used to
secure protesters’ hands behind their backs. “Student groups who
oppose the new curriculum guidelines have kept escalating their steps...
despite the ministry’s calls for rational discussion,” the ministry said in a
statement.  “What they did has crossed a red line.”

But student groups say their requests to meet with the education
minister have been ignored. A statement from the Liberty Times criti-
cized the arrest of their photographer, saying he was prevented from

doing his job and not allowed to contact his family. “This harms news
freedom and we strongly protest it,” the newspaper said. 

Talks break down 
Around 100 police in riot gear guarded the ministry yesterday and

barbed wire was put up. The protests came after talks broke down on
Thursday evening with an education official over the proposed curricu-
lum changes, which are due to be introduced across high schools in
September. 

Around 200 protesters had also rallied outside the ministry earlier in
the week. The students say changes to the high school curriculum
undermine the island’s sovereignty and have been introduced without
proper consultation. Taiwan split from China in 1949 after a civil war and
is self-ruled, but Beijing still sees the island as part of its territory awaiting
reunification — by force if necessary. 

Relations have improved under current president Ma Ying-jeou of
the Beijing-friendly Kuomintang party, leading to a number of trade
deals but triggering growing public unease. Curriculum changes disput-
ed by protesters include a reference to Taiwan being “recovered by
China” instead of “given to China” after the end of Japanese occupation
in 1945.

The 50-year period of Japanese rule is also referred to as an era when
“Japan occupied” the island, replacing the previous phrase “Japan gov-
erned”. The demonstrations have echoes of a mass campaign in semi-
autonomous Hong Kong in 2012, which saw tens of thousands take to
the streets against a bill to introduce mandatory Chinese patriotism
classes into schools. —AFP

Myanmar ethnic 
peace talks recess 

without agreement
YANGON: A three-day round of talks between the
government and leaders of ethnic rebel groups con-
cluded yesterday without a sought-after ceasefire
draft agreement to end decades of fighting. Hla
Maung Shwe, the special adviser to the government
peace negotiating team, told reporters that both
sides agreed to resume talks in the first week of
August after further discussions among leaders of
the various armed ethnic minority groups. The two
sides  have been negot iat ing for  more than 18
months.

More than a dozen ethnic minority groups, most-
ly in Myanmar’s border areas, have been struggling
for greater autonomy since the country attained
independence from Britain 67 years ago.  Several
have fielded substantial guerrilla armies, though the
government over the past 25 years has reached
shaky provisional ceasefires with many. Pu Zing
Cung, a spokesman for the ethnic rebels, said yester-
day they are confident that they can finalize the
ceasefire agreement in August. 

Among the issues to be resolved are participa-
tion of all armed ethnic groups and which local and
international representatives will witness the sign-
ing. The ethnic leaders want President Thein Sein
and army chief Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing to sign
the proposed ceasefire but the government wants
chief peace negotiator Aung Min to sign.

They also insist  on an “al l  inclusive” signing
including other ethnic armed groups not taking part
i n  t h e  t a l k s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  M y a n m a r  N a t i o n a l
Democratic  Al l iance Army,  the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and the Arakan Army - all of whom
are currently engaged in armed combat with gov-
ernment troops. Pu Zing Cung, from the Chin minori-
ty, said this might be the most difficult issue to
solve.

D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  e t h n i c  l e a d e r s  h a v e
expressed concern over escalating government mili-
tary operations in ethnic areas, including Kachin
State on the border with China, where the fighting
has been sporadic but bitter. Ahead of this week’s
meeting, Hla Maung Shwe warned that failure to
reach an accord could trigger a fresh round of fight-
ing if the military takes action. The general election,
which would usher in a new president, takes place in
November.

“If negotiations fail and the military believe that
the nationwide ceasefire agreement cannot be
signed under the present government, they will
have no choice but to launch military operations,”
he said.

Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing in a recent interview
with the BBC said that Myanmar’s military will play a
leading role in the country’s politics as long as there
is ethnic fighting and until peace deals have been
concluded. Myanmar was under military rule from
1962 to 2011, when an elected government took
power. However, the ruling Union Solidarity and
Development Party was formed as a vehicle for the
military, and a constitution implemented during
army rule ensure that the military retains a dominant
role in running the country. —AP

TAIPEI: High school students scuffle with police during a protest against changes to the school curriculum, inside
the Education Ministry. —AFP

Taiwan police release students
jailed over ministry break-in

Opposing ‘China-centric’ changes to school curriculum

BANGKOK: Thailand yesterday said it would indict 72
people including a senior army officer over human traf-
ficking after the grim trade in migrants from Myanmar
and Bangladesh rocked the Southeast Asian region.

The move comes after a major people-smuggling
trade unraveled in May when thousands of migrants
were abandoned at sea and in jungle camps by traffick-
ers following a Thai crackdown, a crisis that eventually
forced a Southeast Asia-wide response. The Office of the

Attorney General of Thailand on Thursday issued an
order to indict 72 people charged on 16 counts mostly
over human trafficking, OAG spokesman Wanchai
Roujanavong said at a press conference in Bangkok.

“We will not let influential people rise above justice,”
Wanchai told reporters, adding more than dozen state
officials at all levels will face trial. The charges include
human trafficking, involvement in international crimes,
taking and bringing illegal migrants and malfeasance.

“AOG has given priority to the issue-as it is a big
group of people involving international systems-it
caused a lot of damage to the country as there were
dead bodies found,” Wanchai said, referencing the grisly
discovery of dozens of migrant graves along the border
with Malaysia that sparked the trafficking crackdown.

A court in southern Songkhla province where the
graves were found will formally process the indictments
later yesterday. —AFP

Thai general indicted over migrant trading
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WASHINGTON:  Fresh from a spir i ted
defense of the Iranian nuclear deal on
Capitol Hill, Secretary of State John Kerry
is selling the accord to top US foreign poli-
cy leaders while telling lawmakers that if
they don’t back the deal, Washington will
have “squandered the best chance” it has
to peacefully solve the nuclear standoff
with Tehran.

Kerry is to speak about the deal at the
Council on Foreign Relations in New York
City and then meet with leaders from the
American Jewish Committee and the
Conference of  Pres idents  of  Major
American Jewish Organizations. Some
Jewish groups have vehemently opposed
the deal with Iran, which has pledged to
destroy Israel.

Kerry has been front-and-center of the
Obama administration’s campaign to sell
the deal to skeptical lawmakers. Congress
has started a 60-day review of the agree-
ment,  which l i fts  economic sanctions
against Iran if it curbs its nuclear pro-
gram’s  capacity  to  bui ld  a  nuclear
weapon. Slowly, a number of congression-
al Democrats have lined up behind the
deal.

‘Avoid war’ 
Rep Sam Farr, D-Calif, said he supports

the agreement and described the vote in
Congress as a “vote on something that will
avoid war.” At a Senate Foreign Relations
Committee hearing on Thursday, Kerry
said that it is “fantasy plain and simple” to
claim that President Barack Obama failed
to insist on enough restraints on Iran’s
nuclear program before agreeing to lift
economic sanctions long in place.

“So what’s your plan? ... Totally go to
war?” he challenged lawmakers who want

to torpedo the deal. “If the US, after labori-
ously negotiating this multilateral agree-
ment with five other partners, were to
walk away from those partners, we’re on
our own,” Kerry said. “Our partners will not
walk away with us. Instead, they will walk
away from the tough multilateral sanc-

tions regime that they’ve helped to put in
place, and we will have squandered the
best chance we have to solve this problem
through peaceful means.”

Republ icans were unpersuaded.  “ I
bel ieve that  you have crossed a  new
threshold in US foreign policy where now
it is the policy of the United States to
enable a state-sponsor of terror to obtain
an industrialized nuclear development
program,” said the committee chairman,

Sen Bob Corker, R-Tenn. Given the politi-
cal calculus, the Senate hearing wasn’t so
much an attempt by Kerry to persuade
Republicans to support the plan as it was

an opportunity to reassure Democrats.
And after four days of  reading and

mulling the more than 150-page agree-
ment the US and five other world powers
negotiated with Iran, more Democrats are
poised to publicly embrace it, according
to a Democratic aide. The aide spoke on
condition of anonymity because he wasn’t
authorized to discuss lawmakers’ deci-
sions until they are formally announced.

‘Nuclear front’ 
With the exception of  Sen Bob

Menendez of New Jersey, Democrats ques-
tioned administration officials far more
gently than the Republicans, suggesting
they will side with Obama on a deal he has
called historic. “Negotiators got an awful
lot, particularly on the nuclear front,” said
Maryland Sen. Ben Cardin, the ranking
Democrat on the committee who has not
decided whether to support the deal.

Later, Kerry met with House Democrats.
Rep Jan Schakowsky of Illinois, who sup-
ports the deal, said some lawmakers have
begun thinking that Iran won’t have as
much as they feared to possibly use for
activities that have destabilized the Middle
East, such as supporting Shiite militias in
Iraq, Houthi rebels in Yemen and the gov-
ernment of Syrian President Bashar Assad.

Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew told the
committee that the US estimates that after
sanctions on Iran are eased “Iran will only
be able to freely access” about $50 billion
of  the $100 bi l l ion it  has in foreign
reserves. “I think people feel like there
won’t suddenly be any sort of big windfall
going to supporting terrorist organiza-
tions,” said Schakowsky. But she added,
“They’re not promising that none of it
would go to nefarious groups.” —AP

Kerry continues as chief salesman of Iran deal
Objective is to sell deal to skeptical lawmakers 

WASHINGTON: Secretary of State John Kerry (right), Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz
(second from right), and Secretary of Treasury Jack Lew (third from right) arrive to tes-
tify at a Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing on Capitol Hill. —AP



I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2015

NEWARK: They have been holding mock
debates, hunkering down with advisers and
finessing policy answers. But the most
pressing concern for many Republican pres-
idential contenders as they prepare for the
first debate of the 2016 primary season is
one man: Donald Trump.

The billionaire businessman has domi-
nated the 2016 Republican race in recent
weeks, and he threatens to do the same
when the top 10 Republican candidates - as
determined by national polls - face each
other for the first time on national televi-
sion. It’s a high-risk, high-reward event for
candidates eager to stand out in a packed
field in which Trump is playing the ultimate
wildcard.

“It’s the No. 1 unavoidability,” said for-
mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich, a 2012
GOP candidate who had a knack for stand-
ing out in debates four years ago. “Do not
try to match him in anger and in aggressive-
ness. It’s not possible,” Gingrich warned
Trump’s rivals. “He’s a very instinctively
aggressive guy and if you try to dance with
him on his strengths he’ll run over you.”

Rising poll numbers 
Indeed, despite his long shot status, the

reality television star has commanded
attention and seen his poll numbers rise
after firing off provocative comments about
immigrants, his presidential rivals and critics
in both parties. His supporters love him
because he’s willing to say what others only
think. But that makes him dangerous in a
debate setting, says Charlie Black, a leading
GOP strategist who has worked on multiple
presidential campaigns.

“Just try to ignore him,” Black said. “The
less attention you give him the better. I
wouldn’t even look at him.” That’s easier
said than done in a nationally televised pro-
gram where Trump is sure to play a central
role - literally, perhaps, if he’s positioned at
the center of the stage as the leader in
recent polls. Count former Texas Gov Rick
Perry as among the candidates eager for a
showdown, although he may not qualify for
the Aug 6 meeting in Cleveland. Only the
top 10 candidates in national polling will be
allowed on stage. With 16 declared candi-
dates, several high-profile Republicans will
be left out. Perry is on the bubble.

“If Donald Trump wants to sit on the
stage and talk about solutions, I’m going to
be happy to have that conversation,” Perry
said on Fox News. “But if all he’s going to do
is throw invectives, then I’m going to push
back and I’m going to push back hard.” Sen
Rand Paul of Kentucky told The Associated
Press that he’s ready to be tested. “You have
to be able to stand your ground,” Paul said,
because politics is “somewhat of a body
combat sport.” Even without Trump’s emer-
gence, the first debate promises to be an
unruly affair. Never have more than 10 can-
didates taken the stage for a televised
Republican presidential debate. Part of the
problem is basic math.

In a 90-minute debate featuring so many
candidates, there could be only enough
time for four or five questions - with little
time left over for the interaction between
candidates that makes for an actual debate.
And few campaigns expect Trump to
respect the time limits or other rules estab-
lished by organizers.

Intense preparation 
Ron Kaufman, a senior adviser to 2012

nominee Mitt Romney who is supporting Jeb
Bush, said Trump offers a prime opportunity
to lesser-known candidates to get attention.
“I think they have to pick a fight with Trump,”
Kaufman said. Many candidates have already
been hard at work. Bush, one of the top con-
tenders, recently brought in two veterans of
Romney’s 2012 campaign, Beth Myers and
Peter Flaherty, to help coach him. He says he
hasn’t started intense preparation; aides say
that will fill much of his schedule next week
as he spends most of his time in Florida.

Bush has not participated in a debate as a
candidate since his successful re-election
campaign for governor in 2002. “My objec-
tive with this is to, wherever I can, share my
record,” Bush said this week in South 

Carolina. “It’s one of accomplishment.” He
said he’ll go into the debate without thinking
about Trump or any rival but that it’s his first
presidential debate and he’s “not certain
how all this plays out.” New Jersey Gov Chris
Christie specializes in wide-ranging and
sometimes very long town hall meetings and
recognizes he’ll need to be more focused in
the high-stakes debate.

“You know, the big thing here with 10
people is going to be to make sure that your
answers are tight and understandable,”
Christie said in New Hampshire. “It’s going to
be about a discipline for me on how to most
effectively communicate in a group of 10
people with a couple moderators in a short
period of time.” Paul perhaps summed up
the field’s feeling best when asked how he
prepares to face someone like Trump: “Very
carefully,” he said. — AP 

Trump looms over first 

debate of primary race
Billionaire businessman dominating 2016 race 

TEXAS: Republican presidential hopeful Donald Trump smiles after speaking to supporters and the media during a brief
stop at a campaign event in Laredo. — AP 

Clinton embraces race 

as top issue in new bid

GREENVILLE: In her second bid for the presidency, Hillary Rodham
Clinton is discussing “systemic racism” and making the issue a hall-
mark of her campaign as she looks to connect with the black voters
who supported rival Barack Obama in 2008.

At multiple stops in South Carolina, Clinton on Thursday
bemoaned “mass incarceration,” an uneven economy, increasingly
segregated public schools and poisoned relations between law
enforcement and the black community. She praised South Carolina
leaders, including Republican Gov Nikki Haley, for removing the
Confederate battle flag from statehouse grounds after a white gun-
man’s massacre of nine people at a historic black church in
Charleston, but she warned that the act is only symbolic.

“America’s long struggle with racism is far from finished,” the for-
mer secretary of state said before a mostly white audience at a
Greenville technical college. Hours earlier, with a majority black audi-
ence at a West Columbia church, she declared, “Anybody who says
we don’t have more progress to make is blind.”

At both stops, she added some symbolism of her own, trumpet-
ing the mantra “Black Lives Matter,” which has become a rallying
cry of and name for the activists who have organized protests in
several cities amid several high-profile cases of black citizens being
killed during encounters with police. “This is not just a slogan,”
Clinton said. “This should be a guiding principle.” The bold
approach is a contrast to her 2008 campaign. That year, she didn’t
talk so directly about race as she faced off against Obama, who
would go on to become the nation’s first black president. Instead,
she ran as the battle-tested, experienced counter to the first-term
US senator from Illinois.

Unabashed commentary
Clinton doesn’t frame her unabashed commentary on race in a

political context; aides repeatedly explain her strategy as “working to
win every vote” and nothing more. Yet it’s clear that Clinton feels no
constraints going into 2016, as perhaps she did eight years ago. It’s
also no surprise that her newfound freedom is on display in South
Carolina. African-Americans make up about 28 percent of the popu-
lation and a majority of the Democratic primary electorate, the first
of the early-voting states to feature a significant bloc of black voters.

Obama trounced Clinton here in 2008, 56 percent to 27 percent,
as many black voters flocked to his candidacy once he demonstrat-
ed white support in the Iowa caucuses and New Hampshire pri-
mary. That leaves Clinton both to reverse a bitter primary defeat,
while using South Carolina as a test run for a potential general elec-
tion in which she would need strong black support to reassemble
Obama’s winning coalition in swing states like Virginia, Florida and
Ohio. If Clinton’s approach is born of necessity, it also comes with
potential pitfalls. Last month, she angered some activists by using
the phrase “all lives matter” during a speech a few miles from
Ferguson, Missouri, where Michael Brown died at the hands of a
white police officer. Clinton used those words as part of an anec-
dote about her mother, whom she said taught her that “all lives
matter,” but some activists thought it demeaned the significance of
the “Black Lives Matter” effort.

‘All lives matter’ 
Her Democratic rivals Martin O’Malley and Bernie Sanders drew

similar outrage last week at the liberal Netroots Nation convention.
O’Malley, the former Maryland governor, ended up apologizing after
snapping at hecklers: “Black lives matter. White lives matter. All lives
matter.” Clinton said Thursday that she won’t “comment on what
anybody else said.” She also faces questions about her advocacy for
tougher sentencing laws that her husband signed as president. — AP

COLUMBIA: In this July 23, 2015, photo, Democratic
presidential hopeful Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks at
a campaign event. — AP 
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Iran offers state assets to foreigners

Tehran eyes return to SWIFT l Foreign reserves total $115-125bn

BEIJING: This picture taken on Thursday shows sales staff exhaling vapor while demonstrating their electronic cigarette products at the Beijing International Vapor
Distribution Alliance Expo, or the Vape China Expo, at the China International Exhibition Center.  —AFP

VIENNA: Iran offered to sell state assets to foreigners,
said it would cut the government’s role in the econo-
my and pledged a tight monetary policy as it sought
to attract billions of dollars of investment from
abroad after over a decade of isolation. At a business
conference in Vienna this week, the first such event
since last week’s deal between Tehran and world
powers on its nuclear program, top Iranian officials
outlined an economic policy package designed to
win foreign investment.

The package was strikingly pro-market - many of
the policies would not have been out of place in a
centre-right European government. If implemented,
they could move Iran’s economy well beyond the
tight restrictions and heavy state involvement that
followed its 1979 Islamic Revolution. “The govern-
ment, the parliament are trying to remove all the
obstacles for free investment and for reducing inter-
ference of government in private investment,” said
Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade Mohammad
Reza Nematzadeh. With a young, well-educated pop-
ulation of just under 80 million and some of the
world’s largest energy reserves, Iran looks likely to
provide huge investment opportunities. Officials at
the conference said Tehran had identified nearly 50
oil and gas projects worth $185 billion that it hoped
to sign by 2020. Under the nuclear deal, sanctions

that have stifled Iran’s economy are to be lifted when
the International Atomic Energy Agency verifies that
Iran is honouring its side of the bargain.

Nematzadeh said Iran expected verification in
under three months, and that it believed it could
rejoin the SWIFT global electronic payments system -
a key step to enable inflows of foreign money - three
months after sanctions were repealed. Foreigners will
then be welcome to enter Iran’s economy through
joint ventures - including those in the banking sector
- and direct investment, such as participation in ten-
ders to buy stakes in state companies, he said. The
national oil company will be off-limits to investors but
petrochemical and refining firms may be partly sold
off, and parliament has given permission for the sale
of assets or projects such as hospitals, schools and
highways, he added.

Reforms
Over the past decade, the government has sold

off stakes in state companies worth tens of billions of
dollars. But its privatisation program has not been ful-
ly effective because most of the stakes have gone to
state-linked bodies such as pension funds and foun-
dations. Iranian bankers believe that if foreign
investors are allowed to enter the Islamic Republic,
they will end up buying assets from the cash-
strapped funds and foundations, completing the pri-

vatization process. During the sanctions years, the
government often favoured state firms over private
ones on the grounds of economic survival.
Nematzadeh said this was ending, and parliament
had agreed that all firms would be treated equally for
tax purposes.

For privatised companies to succeed, however,
they may need to reduce staff. This might put them in
conflict with Iran’s strict labor rules, a legacy of the rev-
olution; a complex, unpredictable legal system adds to
risks for foreign companies. Iranian officials at the con-
ference did not describe in detail any plans for labor or
legal reforms, which would be politically sensitive and
could cost President Hassan Rouhani some of the pub-
lic support he has won with the nuclear deal.

But they did outline plans for a conservative mone-
tary and fiscal policy which could reassure investors.
One of the big economic risks that Iran will face after
sanctions are lifted is how to keep the economy stable
as money flows back into the country and growth
accelerates. Parts of the business community in Iran are
pressing for interest rate cuts to help them compete in
foreign markets, and currency depreciation to aid
exporters. Such steps could boost inflation which
authorities have only recently wrestled down to around
16 percent from above 40 percent two years ago.

Deputy central bank governor Akbar Komijani

said authorities would continue to cut inflation, low-
ering it to a single-digit rate by the end of the next
Iranian year that will start around March 21. He also
said Iran needed to achieve single-digit inflation
before interest rates could be cut below 20 percent -
implying no major monetary easing any time soon.
Iranian officials impressed some foreign businessmen
at the conference by talking more openly and frankly
about the economy than they did during the sanc-
tions years, when officials felt that disclosing informa-
tion could weaken Iran’s ability to defend itself
against the sanctions.

Nematzadeh gave relatively specific figures for
Iran’s foreign reserves yesterday, saying the central
bank had between $115 billion and $125 billion, the
sovereign wealth fund $20-25 billion, and Iranian
government firms and organizations an additional
$5-10 billion. Much of this money has been frozen in
overseas accounts by the sanctions; Komijani said
blocked funds totalled about $29 billion. But he said
that instead of immediately bringing the money back
to Iran when sanctions were lifted, the central bank
would keep some of it in accounts abroad until it was
needed to fund domestic investment projects. Such a
step could strengthen foreign investor confidence by
suggesting Tehran is confident the nuclear deal will
stick.  —Reuters
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NEW YORK: The battered energy sector may
begin to brighten a little as companies
report second-quarter results, but barring a
big increase in the price of oil, the sector
won’t be able to sustain even current share
prices going forward, analysts and investors
say. Oil prices have fallen at a much steeper
clip than energy shares in the 13 months
since June 23, 2014 - when oil prices hit a
nine-month peak - keeping valuations high
even as share prices have plunged. The S&P
energy sector has fallen about 30 percent
since then while oil prices have fallen 50 per-
cent. With the energy sector’s second-quar-

ter earnings seen doing better than the pre-
vailing consensus forecast for a decline of
almost 59 percent from the year-ago quar-
ter, according to a Thomson Reuters analy-
sis, shares could get a benefit. The S&P ener-
gy sector’s price to earnings ratio is around
23 compared with 17 for the S&P 500.

But the S&P energy subsector of explo-
ration and production companies is at its
most expensive on a price-earnings basis
since Reuters started tracking the data in
1995. Consensus estimates for oil producer
earnings this year imply an average crude oil
price of $65.19 a barrel in 2016, says Fadel

Gheit, an analyst with Oppenheimer & Co.
Oil recently has been selling for around $48
a barrel, and oil futures trading is pointing at
a 2016 average price of around $54. Gheit
says roughly half of US oil producers could
run into financial trouble unless oil surpasses
$70 a barrel. “The outlook for energy shares
looks somewhat challenging for now as the
oil price implied in the shares is higher than
current spot prices,” said Stephen Clark, sen-
ior vice president, portfolio manager,
Standard Life Investments, in Boston, a long
investor which is mostly on the sidelines for
oil. “There is already some degree of oil price

recovery baked in.”
The energy sector overall is expected to

report earnings 3.5 percent better than
consensus estimates, according to
Thomson Reuters data, which puts more
weight on forecasts from analysts with the
most accurate track record. But there may
be some negative surprises as well. In next
week’s reports Chevron Corp, Exxon Mobil
and Murphy Oil are seen beating consensus
estimates while ConocoPhillips, Range
Resources and Occidental Petroleum could
miss consensus, according to Thomson
Reuters data.— Reuters 

Energy sector may prove expensive 
Wall St Week Ahead

LONDON/NEW YORK: The global economy
started the second half of the year on shaky
ground with China’s factory sector activity con-
tracting in July at the fastest pace in 15 months
and euro zone manufacturing weaker than
expected, although US activity picked up. The
purchasing managers indices (PMI)for the man-
ufacturing sector from private data vendor
Markit come after Beijing said it would allow its
yuan currency to fluctuate more widely within
its trading band as a way to support trade and
despite the European Central Bank’s 60 billion
euro a month bond-buying program.

China PMI Lowest Since April 2014
The preliminary Caixin/Markit China PMI for

July dropped to 48.2, the lowest reading since
April last year. It was the fifth straight month
under the 50 level separating expansion from
contraction. The fall confounded forecasts for a
rise to 49.7 from June’s final reading of 49.4 and
pushed the Australian dollar to a six-year low.
China is Australia’s biggest export market. Fears
of faltering demand in China, the world’s largest
commodity buyer, put pressure on other com-

modity prices, with copper falling to its lowest
level since 2009. The survey of executives in
over 420 Chinese manufacturing firms found
output, new orders and export orders all
decreased. “Today, it’s big, bad news with this
number well below consensus,” said analyst
Helen Lau of Argonaut Securities in Hong Kong.
“It shows there’s no signs of recovery in small
and mid-sized business in China, but I think it’s
also related to the summer weak season for
demand.” The China survey overshadowed bet-
ter news from Japan, where the flash
Markit/Nikkei PMI rose to a seasonally adjusted
51.4 in July from a final 50.1 in June, a welcome
hint of economic acceleration after a surprise
slowdown last quarter. The ongoing factory
output contraction reflected in yesterday’s
China survey is likely to fuel speculation that
Beijing will accelerate the pace of loosening
monetary policy to try to stoke activity in the
wake of the recent China stock market slump.

Economists polled by Reuters this month
said they expect China to reduce interest rates
by 25 basis points before year-end. The amount
of cash that Chinese banks must hold as

reserves was also expected to be reduced to
keep the Chinese economy growing at 7.0 per-
cent this year, the slowest pace in a quarter of a
century. “The central bank will maintain its
loose monetary policy in the second half this
year, and it will continue to apply different
methods to control liquidity,” Zhu Haibin, econ-
omist at JP Morgan in Beijing, said on
Wednesday.

Eurozone Sluggish
Euro zone business activity started the

second half on a less secure footing than
expected as euro weakness failed to boost
export demand. Markit’s Composite Flash
Purchasing Managers’ Index, based on sur-
veys of thousands of companies and seen as
a good guide to growth, fell to 53.7 in July
from June’s four-year high of 54.2. A Reuters
poll had predicted a more modest dip to 54.0.
The Markit PMI for the euro zone service
industry fell to 53.8 from June’s 54.4, well
short of the expected 54.2, while the factory
PMI also missed the median forecast for no
change, dipping to 52.2 from 52.5.— Reuters 

Second half of 2015 

begins on shaky note
Weak China demand pressures commodity prices

JAKARTA: A foreign exchange employee shows Indonesian rupiahs yesterday. — AFP 

Oil falls, heads for 

fourth weekly loss 

NEW YORK: Brent futures fell and US crude turned lower yesterday as
both contracts headed for their fourth straight weekly declines as weak
economic data from China added pressure on oil prices. U.S. crude losses
follow Thursday’s fall into bear market territory, with it $48.45 a barrel
settlement off 21 percent from the June 10 close at $61.43. A 20 percent
downturn is considered by many traders to constitute a bear market.
China’s factory sector contracted by the most in 15 months in July, a pre-
liminary private survey showed yesterday, a worse-than-expected result
that follows a stock market slide that began in June.

Euro zone business activity also started the second half on a less
secure footing than expected, with Markit’s flash PMI falling to 53.7 this
month from June’s four-year high of 54.2. Brent September crude was
down 85 cents at $54.42 a barrel at 11 am EDT (1500 GMT), near its
$54.40 intraday low, the lowest front-month price since early April. US
September crude was down 45 cents at $48, with the $47.96 session low
also the lowest price since April 1.

Oil traders awaited fresh oil rig data from Baker Hughes Inc yester-
day, to see if the price declines continue to curb drilling activity. “We feel
that US production could begin to show significant slippage while oil rig
counts post new lows,” Jim Ritterbusch, president at Ritterbusch &
Associates, said in a note yesterday. The dollar’s strength also applied
pressure, as a stronger US dollar makes greenback-denominated oil
more expensive for consumers using other currencies. — Reuters 

Gold hits new low

LONDON: Gold slid more than 1 percent yesterday to its lowest
since early 2010 as fresh strength in the dollar prompted another
wave of selling, putting the metal on course for its biggest weekly
loss in nine months. Prices have been under pressure since tum-
bling more than 3 percent in Asian trading hours on Monday, their
biggest one-day drop in nearly two years, in a selloff accompanied
by heavy trading volumes in New York and Shanghai. Spot gold hit
a low of $1,077.00 an ounce yesterday and was down 1.1 percent at
$1,079.20 at 1216 GMT. US gold futures for August delivery were
down $15.90 an ounce at $1,078.20. Gold has been hurt this year by
expectations that the Federal Reserve is on track to raise interest
rates for the first time in nearly a decade, boosting the opportunity
cost of holding non-yielding bullion while lifting the dollar. “It feels
as though the driver in this market, aside from the impetus we got
from China, is that if you get any kind of dollar strength, gold goes
down,” Natixis analyst Nic Brown said. “But the flip side of that sim-
ply doesn’t support prices.” “It’s been very painful this week,” he
said. “Sentiment remains negative, and the trend does very much
appear to be further down.”

The dollar rose yesterday after data the previous day showed US
weekly jobless claims dropping to their lowest since 1973, while the
euro fell on downbeat German and euro zone data. As gold prices
slump, holdings of the world’s biggest gold-backed exchange-trad-
ed fund, the SPDR Gold Trust, fell for a sixth day on Thursday to
684.6 tonnes, the lowest since Sept 2008. The fund is on track for its
biggest weekly outflow since early May. “Rising nominal rates and
disinflation have created the most bearish cocktail for gold in the
past 43 years,” Bank of America said in a note. “As such, we reiterate
our view that gold prices are unlikely to rally into a Fed tightening
cycle and now believe gold could dip below $1,000 an ounce by
2016.”  Physical demand in Asia remained lacklustre amid modest
premiums in top gold consumers India and China. — Reuters 
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CLERMONT-FERRAND, France: Farmers ride the road shovel attachment of a tractor as they block a road on
Thursday as part of a strike against the market prices of the products. — AFP 

PARIS: Less than a year since France aban-
doned its “ecotax” on truckers after protesters
destroyed the equipment built to collect it,
similar strongarm tactics look to be working for
the nation’s farmers, cab drivers and ferry
workers. Livestock producers struggling with
low prices won a hastily assembled package of
loans and debt relief this week after blocking
motorways and dumping manure outside
supermarkets.

Socialist President Francois Hollande, keen
to avoid such outbursts of anger coalescing
into a wider anti-government campaign, met
farmers’ leaders on Thursday and urged
processors and distributors to raise the prices
they pay producers. Weeks earlier, authorities
forced the closure of the Uber ride-hailing app
and summoned its bosses to court after taxi
drivers furious at low-cost competition over-
turned cars and injured police. Ferry workers
who have repeatedly blocked the Channel
Tunnel entrance with burning tyres, paralysing
traffic between Britain and the continent, won

government intervention this week to help
secure their jobs after their ships are sold to a
Danish buyer. Now the men and women who
run licensed tobacco stores are hooding road-
side radars with bin liners at night to deprive
the government of revenues from speeding
fines in a bid to make it drop plans to ban
brand names from cigarette packs.

Critics of Hollande say his concessions to
lawlessness are typical of a leadership style that
avoids confrontation - and painful decisions.
Some note he helped broker a European
bailout deal for Greece that includes far
tougher reforms than anything he has chosen
for France. His predecessors’ record was not
much different. “France has had a long history
of demonstrations, protests, and strikes in
some of these sectors, especially transport,”
said Kerstin Hamann, a political science profes-
sor at the University of Central Florida who has
analysed the outcome of strikes in Western
Europe from 1980 to 2009.

Supporters of the ecotax - a pro-environ-

ment levy on heavy goods vehicles that had
won broad parliamentary support - predicted
that its withdrawal would encourage copycat
campaigns. “It’s because such tactics work -
and they are clearly doing so again,” said
Alistair Cole, a professor of Politics and France
specialist at Sciences Po university in Lyon.
Although steeped in a tradition of direct action
dating back before the 1789 revolution, France
has no monopoly on effective acts of protest,
civil disobedience, and withdrawal of labour.

In neighbouring Britain, riots and mass non-
payment that followed the introduction of a
“poll tax” for households in 1989 led to its swift
withdrawal. France has near the lowest rate of
union membership of OECD and European
Union member states, with fewer than 10 per-
cent of workers affiliated. Yet the country lost
the most work time to strikes in a selection of
17 European countries between 2008 and
2012, a European Commission report showed.
Apart from France, only Denmark showed an
increase on the previous five years.—Reuters 

Strongarm tactics get results 
in French summer of protest

Govts prefer to buy off protesters to avoid wider revolt

US home sales 
at 7-month low 
WASHINGTON: New US single-family home sales fell in
June to their lowest level in seven months and May’s sales
were revised sharply lower, in what appeared to be a minor
setback for the housing market recovery. Other data yester-
day showed manufacturing activity nudged up in July after
slowing for three straight months. New home sales dropped
6.8 percent to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 482,000
units, the lowest level since last November, the Commerce
Department said. May’s sales pace was revised down to
517,000 units from the previously reported 546,000 units.

“You never want to see the data regress, but we remain
optimistic that we’re still on a long-term upward trajectory,”
said Tom Wind, vice president of home lending at EverBank
in Jacksonville, Florida. Economists had forecast new home
sales, which account for 8.1 percent of the market, to be
unchanged last month. Sales were up 18.1 percent com-
pared to June of last year. Prices for US government debt
rose after the data and the dollar pared gains against a bas-
ket of currencies. US stock indexes were trading lower.

Despite two straight months of declines in new home
sales, the overall housing market recovery remains intact.
Housing is being supported by a tightening labor market,
which has unleashed demand from young adults. Steps by
the government to ease lending conditions for first-time
buyers through mortgage finance firms Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac also are helping. A report on Wednesday
showed home resales jumped to a more than eight-year
high in June. Data last week showed building permits near
an eight-year peak in June and housing starts increasing
solidly.

New home sales increased 28 percent in the Northeast
after soaring 78.6 percent in May. Sales fell 17 percent in
the West and were down 11.1 percent in the Midwest. In
the South, sales slipped 4.1 percent. The stock of new
houses for sale increased 3.4 percent to 215,000 last
month, the highest since May 2010. Supply remains less
than half of what it was at the height of the housing boom
and is not keeping up with rising household formation. At
June’s sales pace it would take 5.4 months to clear the sup-
ply of houses on the market, the most since last November.
That was up from 4.8 months in May. The median price of a
new home fell 1.8 percent from a year ago to $281,800.

In a separate report, financial data firm Markit said its
preliminary US Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index rose to 53.8 in July from a reading of 53.6 in June,
which was the slowest pace since Oct 2013. A reading
above 50 indicates expansion in the sector. Job creation,
however, slowed in July with the index at 53.7, its weak-
est level since April, compared with the final June reading
of 55.5, Markit said. The index’s flash output component
rose to 55.4 from the final June reading of 53.9. The June
final output level was the lowest since January 2014,
according to Markit data. — Reuters 

TOKYO: Japanese media giant Nikkei said
yesterday its surprise acquisition of the
Financial Times for $1.3 billion under-
scores its goal to be the voice of Asia on
economic affairs as part of a broader
Internet-driven global expansion. But the
unlikely cross-border marriage - Japanese
media rarely venture overseas and are
routinely criticized as timid in pursuit of
investigative news has sparked concerns
about editorial independence at the sto-
ried salmon-pink business paper founded
in 1888. “The merger of the Financial
Times and Nikkei will give the group a
major international presence in the media
sector,” the Japanese paper said in its
Friday edition, touting it as the country’s
biggest-ever foreign media acquisition.
President and CEO Naotoshi Okada said
on the Nikkei’s website: “Our goal is noth-
ing short of making Nikkei the leading

media voice in Asia”.
Later yesterday, Okada moved to allay

fears that the new owners would interfere
in the FT’s day-to-day story decisions.
“We’re going to preserve editorial inde-
pendence. . .  that  is  what we’ve told
(them),” he said at a press briefing in
Tokyo. Tsuneo Kita, the Nikkei’s chairman,
echoed those sentiments, saying there
were no plans to change the “content or
form” of the British paper. Kita, who said
the deal came together quickly with dis-
cussions over a deal starting a little more
than a month ago, described the FT as an
ideal “international partner”. “The FT has
the confidence of many readers, not only
in Europe but around the world,” Kita
said. “Businessmen and decision makers
appreciate the quality of its articles and
depth of its analysis. The Nikkei and FT
share common values.”— AFP 

Nikkei going global with FT takeover

TOKYO: Chairman of Japan’s business daily newspaper Nihon Keizai
Shimbun (Nikkei) Tsuneo Kita (right) speaks as company president Naotoshi
Okada looks on at a press conference yesterday. — AFP 
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BERLIN: On July 17th, her 61st birthday,
Angela Merkel stepped to the podium in the
Bundestag and urged German lawmakers to
approve a new round of bailout negotiations
with Greece, warning of “chaos and violence” if
Athens were pushed out of the euro zone. The
chancellor had worked tirelessly to negotiate
the blueprint of a deal with Greek Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras, forcing him to make
major reform concessions at a marathon sum-
mit in Brussels days earlier. On the face of it, the
deal looked like a victory for Merkel.

Yet the only enthusiastic applause she
heard during her 18-minute speech came
halfway through when she paused to thank
her finance minister, Wolfgang Schaeuble, for
his role in the talks. The ovation from conserva-
tive parliamentarians thundered through the
glass-domed chamber for nearly a full minute.
Schaeuble, sitting on the coalition benches to
the right of Merkel, stared straight ahead with a
frown on his face. The scene was telling.
Schaeuble had made it abundantly clear over
the previous week that his preferred solution
was the very one Merkel had worked so hard to
prevent - namely a Greek exit from the single
currency bloc.

By applauding Schaeuble, lawmakers were
sending a message to Merkel: their appetite to
help Greece had reached its limits. Schaeuble’s
frown was a signal that he was less than
pleased with the outcome he was forced to
defend in parliament. The Bundestag gave a
green light for the talks, but 65 of Merkel’s con-
servative allies broke ranks and refused to back
her. Over the past five years, as the euro zone
crisis raged, ebbed and then raged again,
Merkel has shown herself to be a master of
political acrobatics.

Time and again she has struck a delicate
balance between European and German inter-
ests, ensuring the fragile currency bloc was
held together with a series of rescues while
keeping on board an ever-more sceptical
home audience. In the past week, Merkel came
closer than ever to falling off her tightrope.

And the unfinished drama over a third Greek
bailout, with Schaeuble in the starring role,
suggests her real troubles may have only just
begun.

“Until now Merkel and Schaeuble were
seen as a good cop, bad cop act that worked
together to get the most favourable deal for
Germany,” said a senior official who has
worked closely with both. “But that was always
premised on the idea that they had the same
goal. This time on Greece they didn’t. We got
the result that the bad cop didn’t want.”
Schaeuble may not have got his “Grexit”, but
the 72-year-old doyen of German politics, has
emerged strengthened and unbowed.  If
Greece slips again, his Plan B is on the table.

Temporary Exit?
Gruff and irascible, Schaeuble is the

longest-serving member of the German parlia-
ment. He led the negotiations on German
reunification in 1990 only to be shot and crip-
pled by a deranged man a week after the
merger of East and West was completed. He
has soldiered on in a wheelchair ever since,
driven by a passion for politics and for
European integration. In recent weeks he has
surged past Merkel in popularity polls and
solidified his cult status in the conservative
wing of her Christian Democratic Union (CDU).
Some German media are calling Schaeuble the
“shadow chancellor”.

Merkel looks more vulnerable than at per-
haps any time in her 10-year reign. She is more
dependent on Schaeuble than ever to hold the
party together. At the same time, the past
weeks have shown that she has very little con-
trol over her minister. Days after Merkel
clinched the deal with Tsipras in Brussels and
before the crucial vote in the German parlia-
ment, Schaeuble told German radio that a tem-
porary exit of Greece from the euro zone might
still be the best solution.

After the vote he issued a thinly-veiled
threat to Merkel, telling Der Spiegel magazine
that he would sooner resign than carry out

policies he did not believe in. “On a tactical lev-
el, Schaeuble has won out over Merkel - 100
percent,” said Gero Neugebauer, a political sci-
entist at Berlin’s Free University. “She has a
wait-and-see approach, breaking down com-
plicated issues into smaller problems that are
tackled step by step.  Schaeuble is just pressing
ahead. He has the advantage because he is act-
ing, not hesitating.”

People in Merkel’s entourage play down
the differences and the risks of Schaeuble
undermining the chancellor on Greece, noting
that he has always been a difficult but loyal
partner. “She knows that he likes to play
games, to send out the signal that he’s free and
independent,” one aide said. “There would
come a point if he pushed it too far, if he kept
saying in public that Grexit was a good option,
that she might have to intervene. But we’re not
there yet.” Still, Schaeuble’s stance raises
uncomfortable questions for Merkel, who has
talked tough in public, but shown a preference
for compromise with Greece behind closed
doors in Brussels, according to people who
have witnessed her at recent summits. Can
Schaeuble be counted on to negotiate in good
faith with the Greeks on a third bailout? And
will he be ready to swallow his pride and back
her again in parliament when German lawmak-
ers are asked to approve a final deal, next
month or in September?

Tangled History
To answer these questions it’s important to

understand the tangled history between
Merkel and Schaeuble, who have known each
other for a quarter century and been cabinet
colleagues for a decade - but still address each
other with the formal “Sie”. Both were proteges
of Helmut Kohl, Germany’s longest-serving
post-war leader, but it was Schaeuble, not
Merkel, who was long seen as heir apparent.
He might have become chancellor himself had
Kohl not decided to run for an unprecedented
fifth term in 1998 instead of passing the baton
to his loyal number two.— Reuters 

‘Grexit’ struggle tests 

Germany’s power duo 
Schaeuble surges ahead of Merkel in popularity

Boeing looks at 

titanium in bid 

to stem losses
SEATTLE: Boeing Co, which loses about $30 million on every 787
Dreamliner passenger jet that leaves the factory, is trying to stem the
losses by cutting the use of one of its signature ingredients: titanium.
The strong, lightweight alloy used extensively on the 787 costs seven
times more than aluminum, and accounts for about $17 million of
the cost of the $260 million plane, according to industry sources. The
push to reduce titanium costs is part of a broader, long-running
effort by Boeing to make the 787 profitable that includes pressing
suppliers for price cuts and adjusting assembly lines to improve effi-
ciency, said Bob Noble, vice president of Partnering for Success,
Boeing’s supplier cost-cutting program.

Boeing’s other commercial planes are profitable, and Boeing has
said it aims to break even on the 787 this year. On Wednesday,
Boeing repeated its pledge to eliminate the 787 losses by the fourth
quarter. With titanium making up 15 percent of the 240,000 pounds
an empty 787 weighs, far more than other Boeing jetliners, the mate-
rial is under special scrutiny, industry experts said. The world’s largest
plane maker hasn’t disclosed how many billions it invested to devel-
op the 787, which was introduced in 2011, but it has spent more than
$30 billion on production, tooling and one-time costs. And it has
curbed its ambitions for future planes. Former chief executive Jim
McNerney said last year Boeing didn’t plan any more “moonshots”
like the 787.

As the Chicago-based company races to increase the pace of
plane manufacturing, investors and analysts want it to lift its profits
by churning out more 787s while cutting costs. “Aerospace titanium
at $20 to $25 a pound is front and center, especially when you have
the cost problems that you do on the 787,” said Kevin Michaels, a
vice president with ICF International, a publicly traded management,
technology and policy consulting firm based in Fairfax, Virginia.

787 Costs Rise
Commercial jetliner programs typically lose money in the early

years of production until the heavy upfront investments in engineer-
ing and production are repaid. Boeing’s accounting spreads those
costs over a large block of planes the company expects to deliver.
Investors expressed concern in April when the 787’s deferred pro-
duction cost balance reached $26.9 billion, about $2 billion more
than earlier targets. The tally is a gauge of the losses Boeing has built
up making 787s so far. Boeing said the 787 deferred cost balance will
keep rising until 2016, when the company plans to begin turning out
12 of the planes a month, up from 10 currently. At that point, Boeing
expects the balance will start decreasing. Overall, Boeing said it earns
a operating profit margin of 10.5 per cent in its commercial jetliner
business, including sales of planes and related services. The 787 rep-
resents Boeing’s bid to reinvent the civilian jetliner, using lightweight
carbon fiber and new engines to allow it fly farther and burn 20 per-
cent less fuel than current jets made largely of aluminum. Unlike alu-
minum, which corrodes when it comes into contact with carbon
fiber, titanium works well with carbon fiber and expands minimally in
response to the large temperature swings the big jets experience.

But the 787 now faces dual competition from Airbus: its own car-
bon-composite plane, the A350, and a low-cost alternative, the
A330neo, based on an older aluminum design updated with new,
fuel-efficient engines. Those are likely to keep price pressure on both
plane makers, “especially in a low oil price environment,” said Russell
Solomon, aerospace analyst at Moody’s Investor Service. While the
rising level of deferred costs affects the 787’s ultimate profitability,
Solomon said, “it’s the ongoing cost that we’re really paying atten-
tion to.” As part of its cost-reduction effort, Boeing considered shift-
ing to less costly aluminum for seat tracks on the 787, industry
sources say. Boeing said it didn’t end up making the change, but
declined to say why. Boeing has changed the cockpit window frame
to aluminum from titanium, and has changed the frames of some
doors to composite from titanium. Special coatings or materials are
used to prevent aluminum corrosion, experts said. It wasn’t known
how much Boeing saved by the change. Boeing declined to com-
ment. Boeing said it also is “aggressively pursuing” recycling to
recapture the waste metal “chips” created as titanium parts are
machined into finished shapes. 

The company is looking for even greater savings in its supply
chain and production methods. The changes are not likely to affect
raw metal prices, but could reduce the sales of some suppliers, and
stem concern about supply constraints from Russia, experts said. One
large 787 piece, used to help join the wings to the body, shows the
potential for saving. The piece, known as the double plus chord,
requires Boeing to buy about 40 pounds of titanium for every pound
that ends up flying on the aircraft, said Bill Bihlman, president of met-
al consultancy Aerolytics LLC. —Reuters 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel confers with finance minister Wolfgang Schaeuble during a debate in the
Bundestag on July 17, 2015. — AFP 
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SOFIA: Faced with a deep economic crisis at
home, at least 11,000 Greek companies have
found a safe haven in neighboring low-wage
Bulgaria - the poorest member of the
European Union. “We have stability here:
Reliable taxation, sound legislation and a posi-
tive environment,” said Ioannis Politis, manag-
er of Greek hygiene products company
Septona, which established a plant in the
northern Bulgarian city of Ruse 10 years ago.
Some 120 large Greek businesses set up in
Bulgaria in the 2000s in sectors such as retail,
metallurgy, fuel distribution, construction and
real estate. 

And if the Greek crisis put an end to the
big-business migration in 2009, a rising num-
ber of small and medium Greek companies -
especially ones that trade with Europe, the
Balkans and Russia - have continued moving
to Bulgaria to take advantage of its lower tax-
es. Kostas Mikhail left Athens in 2014 to open a
bakery in Sofia. He has already plans to expand
his business. “I don’t think the situation in
Greece will impact this,” he said with a smile.

His fellow countryman Panagiotis Douvos
made the move in 2011. “Bulgaria gave me
an opportunity to survive, which is difficult in
Greece these days,” Douvos told AFP among
rows of olive oil bottles and stacks of hallou-
mi cheese in his deli in downtown Sofia. “It is
almost impossible to run a business in
Greece, companies disappear within one,
two, three months because the taxes and
(bank) rates are very high.” The 46-year-old
wants to open shops in the Black Sea cities of
Varna and Burgas. But the chaos in Athens is
still threatening his livelihood. “All my suppli-
ers are Greek and I am afraid that they might
not be able to produce and keep up deliver-
ies for the shop,” he said. “Because of the cap-
ital controls in place, they can’t withdraw
money for transportation and fuel. Now it is

definitely safer to keep your money here.”

‘Nothing to Fear’ 
Many export-oriented companies had

already discovered Bulgaria as a business
haven two decades ago. Working primarily
with Western companies, Kyriakos Fotinos
moved his clothing company to Bulgaria in
1996. He said he was “more touched by the
economic crisis in Europe in the past five
years” and Chinese dumping than by recent
developments in his home country. The com-
pany, which also has a factory near Athens, has
an annual turnover of Ä50 million and claims
30 percent growth over the past five years
thanks to the fact that it exports to Western
Europe and not back to Greece. 

The crisis in Athens has also spurred the
flight of Greek capital into Bulgaria. “Greek
enterprises invested 4.5 to 5 billion euros in six
years in Bulgaria’s economy,” Krasen Stanchev

of the Sofia-based Institute for Market
Economics told AFP. Meanwhile, between
50,000 and 60,000 Greeks opened accounts in
Bulgarian banks over the same period, he
added. But despite images of queues outside
banks in Greece, there was no massive transfer
of capital to Bulgaria in 2015 because “the
game was already over”, Stanchev said. 

The Bulgarian central bank BNB assured
investors last month that the four banks with
Greek shareholders operating in Bulgaria -
which control some 21 percent of Bulgarian
banking assets - had “above-average levels of
liquidity and capital adequacy”. Bulgarian-
owned banks were also safe, the BNB added, as
they had “no receivables from Greek credit insti-
tutions and no investments in securities of the
Greek government”. Bulgaria itself defaulted on
its debt in 1990 after the fall of Communism,
and was again on the brink of bankruptcy in
1996-97 after the collapse of 14 banks.—AFP 

SOFIA: A picture taken on July 6, 2015 shows Panagiotis Douvos standing in
his Greek deli Bakalia in downtown Sofia.  — AFP 

ATHENS: Hundreds of cats are loose on the
streets, and food is running low for some res-
idents of Athens’ zoo. It isn’t just humans
who are suffering as Greece tries to claw its
way out of economic crisis. “I’ll have to call
the bank again,” sighed Jean-Jacques
Lesueur, the founder of Athens’ only zoo.
The Frenchman had been trying for days to
place a €6,000 ($6,600) order of frozen fish
for the zoo’s six dolphins. Without fresh sup-
plies from abroad, he feared he would have
to put them on a diet.

Normally the order would be simple
enough, but Greece imposed strict capital
controls on June 29 as panicked account
holders began emptying the nation’s banks.
The measures have stopped the flight of
cash from the debt-crippled country but in
doing so have made life extremely difficult
for Greek firms that do business abroad. All
bill payments to foreign countries must be
approved by a government commission, a
process that is proving so slow that distrust-
ful suppliers are now asking Greek firms to
pay in advance. Lesueur, who is in his seven-
ties, finally managed to get the dolphin food
payment approved late Thursday. But he’s
still unable to pay for a shipment of meal-
worms, beloved of the zoo’s two giant

anteaters, and nutritional supplements for
the rhinos. “They eat a kind of local clover,
but we also feed them special imported bis-
cuits,” Lesueur told AFP as he watched the
three rhinos lazing under a tree.
“Provisionally we might be able to give them

horse biscuits, but it isn’t ideal.”
The zoo feeds most of its animals with

local meat and vegetables, but it also spends
some €80,000 ($87,000) a year on imported
food for its more fussy residents. Lesuer said
the amount may sound like “peanuts”, but

for some species, “it’s a question of life or
death”. The dolphins eat fatty fish impossible
to find in Greece. Then there’s the anteaters,
who love digging their snouts into a special
imported powder that replaces the termites
they would eat in the wild.

A gaggle of delighted toddlers watched
as the two large creatures snacked on some
worms. The zoo, under the slogan “we stay
together during tough times”, is offering free
entry to children this summer on weekdays.
But Lesueur has had to increase ticket prices
for adults after tax rises took effect this week
as part of tough reforms demanded by
Greece’s creditors as Athens seeks a bailout
worth up to €86 billion ($94 billion) over
three years.

Persian Cats Abandoned 
In a park in central Athens, Cordelia

Madden-Kanellopoulou looked down and
exclaimed to a black cat at her feet: “Hello
beauty, who are you?” The feline was a new
addition to the group that the
Englishwoman, who is married to a Greek,
feeds along with other volunteers from the
charity Nine Lives. Their members, many of
them elderly Athens residents, feed around
450 stray cats in the Greek capital.— AFP

Greek crisis takes toll on animals

Greek business exodus 

to ‘safe haven’ Bulgaria
Chaos in Athens threatening livelihoods

Ukraine makes 

crunch payment, 

staves off default

KIEV: Ukraine yesterday made a crucial Eurobond interest payment
that kept the war-torn country from slipping into technical default
and potential isolation from global credit markets. Two sources
close to the situation told AFP that money to cover the $120 million
coupon was transferred as soon as business hours opened in Kiev.
The $2.6 billion note matures in July 2017. The cash-strapped for-
mer Soviet nation now has two more months to negotiate a debt
restructuring deal before it faces a tougher deadline to pay more
than $500 million on another Eurobond.

Franklin Templeton and three other US financial titans own
about two-thirds of the debt upon which Ukraine is trying to find
savings of $15.3 billion over the coming four years. That target is
part of a $40 billion global package the International Monetary
Fund patched up to help Ukraine weather an economic implosion
that was exasperated by the pro-Russian revolt in its industrial east.
The IMF signalled on Thursday that it could release $1.7 billion in
fresh bailout funds next week even if Ukraine fails to reach the pri-
vate sector debt relief deal.

But some analysts called the very fact that Ukraine made
Friday’s payment an indication of Kiev’s talks with the US giants
proceeding smoothly after more than three months of delay. “If
there was no progress in the negotiations, we would have not paid
the coupon so easily,” Dragon Capital investment firm analyst
Sergiy Fursa said in a research note. “Judging by the latest news
from the closed-door talks, which both sides give out very unwill-
ingly, their advisers are engaged in active negotiations and now
working on the technical details of a deal,” Fursa wrote.

Ukrainian Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko had repeatedly
threatened to impose a debt repayment moratorium as early as
Friday should the bondholders fail to take a more compromising
stand toward Kiev during talks now underway in Washington.

‘Further Progress Expected’ 
The IMF on Thursday raised market expectation of a restructur-

ing agreement being struck before its board discusses Ukraine at a
meeting tentatively set for July 31. IMF spokesman Gerry Rice told
reporters that Jaresko’s team and the so-called Ad Hoc Committee
of Ukraine’s Bondholders “have been making good progress in
their discussions.” “Further progress is expected by July 31,” Rice
said. Kiev’s international allies are pitching in as part of their own
effort to keep the strategic east European nation from slipping back
into its historic reliance on Russia - an uneasy neighbour that denies
involvement in Ukraine’s separatist war.—AFP 

SPATA, Greece: An employee of the Attica Zoological Park near Athens
feeds a giant anteater on Thursday. — AFP 
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XIANGHE, China: Deep in the Chinese country-
side, the lives of Liang Yuxiu and her brother
Zhaolu epitomise the cost of decades of break-
neck economic growth. Aged 10 and 12, they
live with their grandparents, helping tend their
rice crop at weekends and boarding at school
during the week. Their father is dead and two
years ago their mother left Xianghe - one of the
poorest areas of Guangxi, among China’s most
deprived regions - in search of work. “At home, I
like watching war dramas on grandma and
grandpa’s TV, but only after I’ve finished the
day’s work in the rice field,” says Zhaolu.

Zhaolu and Yuxiu are among the estimated
61 million “left behind” children about the pop-
ulation of Italy - in China’s countryside whose
parents have moved to the cities to find jobs, or
died. The labour of hundreds of millions of
migrant workers has helped achieve China’s
transformation from an overwhelmingly agrari-
an society under orthodox Communism to the

world’s second-largest economy. But China’s
“hukou” system of residency permits denies the
children of those who move equal access to
education and healthcare, and they pay a lonely
price. Most are raised by their grandparents or
other family members, and state media report
that more than three percent are simply left on
their own, citing statistics from the All-China
Women’s Federation. Last month four siblings
aged five to 13 whose parents had both left
home died after drinking pesticide in what state
media described as a suicide pact. “Thanks for
your kindness, but it is time for us to go,” read a
note found in their house in Guizhou province,
according to the official Xinhua news agency.
The deaths sparked widespread public sympa-
thy and prompted Premier Li Keqiang to call for
“an end to such tragedies”.

‘Three is Enough’ 
Every Monday, Yuxiu and her brother nego-

tiate narrow, muddy paths for 30 minutes to a
road to catch a bus for their hour-long ride to
school. The run-down building, in a village sur-
rounded by green hills and karst rock cliffs, has
rusty metal gates and many of its 400 pupils are
“left behind”. Li Dandan lost both her parents in
a car accident in December, and has since lived
with her only remaining grandmother, who
relies on a monthly pension of just 300 yuan
($48). Her short hair tucked under a pink head-
band, Dandan, 11, walks for more than a hour
over hard mountain roads to school to save the
four yuan bus fare.

“Dandan is extremely thoughtful,” said her
uncle. “Her grandmother gives her three yuan a
week, but when she decides to give five,
Dandan refuses stubbornly and says: ‘No grand-
ma, three is really enough’.” More than 82 mil-
lion people in China were still living on less than
about $1 a day at the end of 2013, a senior offi-
cial said last year.—AFP

GUANGXI, China: This photo taken on June 19, 2015 shows Meng Yiping (5th left), who lives with her grand-
parents, standing together with her classmates at the Chongshan Primary School in Longfu Township in
southern China. — AFP 

BEIJING: A key gauge of Chinese manufac-
turing activity tumbled to a 15-month low in
July, an independent survey showed, throw-
ing a pall over growth in the world’s second-
largest economy. The preliminary reading of
Caixin’s Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI)
came in at 48.2 this month, the Chinese
media group said in a joint statement with
Markit, a financial information services
provider that compiled the survey. The fig-
ure was the weakest reading since 48.1 in
April 2014, according to Markit’s data.

The index, which tracks activity in facto-
ries and workshops, is seen as a key barome-
ter of the country’s economic health. A figure
above 50 signals growth, while anything
below indicates contraction. Caixin took over
sponsorship of the PMI survey from British
banking giant HSBC this month. July’s flash
PMI was worse than the market expected,
Chen Xingdong, a Beijing-based economist
with BNP Paribas told AFP. “China’s industrial
economy has had a hard landing or is in
industrial recession in my opinion,” he said.

Industrial output in the country grew just
6.8 percent year-on-year in June, while the
producer price index - a measure of costs for
goods at the factory gate - declined 4.8 per-
cent, official figures showed. “The core rea-
son is effective demand remains weak,” said
Chen, adding China had become a less com-
petitive exporter than many other develop-
ing countries while domestic consumption
had barely improved. Third-quarter growth
was “under enormous pressure”, he said.
“Although I don’t think it will decelerate fur-
ther, the recovery momentum is extremely
feeble.”

China’s economy expanded 7.4 percent
last year, the weakest pace since 1990, and
slowed further to 7.0 percent in each of the
first two quarters this year. Julian Evans-
Pritchard, an analyst with research firm
Capital Economics, said the PMI figures
suggested recent improvements in eco-
nomic momentum “may have been
derailed” this month by weaker foreign
demand. “We think that recent policy eas-

ing has yet to fully feed through into
stronger economic activity and expect poli-
cymakers to respond to signs of weakness

by stepping up support in order to prevent
growth from slipping much further this
year,” he wrote in a note.— AFP 

China manufacturing hits 15-month low

BEIJING: People visit the China Shipbuilding Corporation booth during an
expo yesterday.  — AFP 

Hard lives of China’s 
‘left behind’ children

Kids pay a lonely price 

S Africa economy 
dealt fresh blow 

as mining jobs cut
JOHANNESBURG: Lonmin, the world’s third largest platinum pro-
ducer, said yesterday it was set to cut 6,000 jobs in South Africa due
to falling prices and high costs, signalling further trouble for the
country’s fragile economy. The cutbacks represent a large reduction
in Lonmin’s workforce, which employs 28,000 staff as well as 9,000
contractors, and will add to South Africa’s dire unemployment woes.
Lonmin, which owns the Marikana mine in South Africa where 34
workers were shot dead by police during a wildcat strike in 2012, is
likely to face a fierce battle with unions over the lay-offs.

“This is a bloodbath of job losses in the mining industry. It is a
tragedy,” the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) said in a state-
ment. “We are going to fight against any job losses. It is very painful
to see. The high number of retrenchments will contribute to (the)
high unemployment rate in South Africa.”

Unemployment hit 26 percent in the first quarter of 2015, the
highest level in 11 years, while youth employment is reported at over
50 percent. The South African Reserve Bank on Thursday revised
growth forecasts down to two percent in 2015 and 2.1 percent in
2016 - far below levels needed to tackle the jobs crisis. The govern-
ment said no redundancies could be made before it held consulta-
tions with Lonmin, and after completion of a legal process.

Last Resort 
“The minister’s objective is to see to it that the industry creates

and preserves jobs,” Mahlodi Muofhe, spokesman for mineral
resources ministry, told AFP. “When people are retrenched, it must be
the last resort available. “It’s not as easy as people waking up saying
because of the volatility of the market we are retrenching workers.”
South Africa produces 70 percent of the world’s platinum, and has
been badly hit as prices have dropped 14 percent since May, and 45
percent since the start of 2011. “The Board is taking firm action to fur-
ther reduce Lonmin’s cost base in the current pricing environment so
that it will be able to sustain a viable operation,” Lonmin, headquar-
tered in London, said.  “A total of 6,000 employees including contrac-
tors are likely to be affected by (shaft) closures... It is our intention to
achieve this outcome in partnership with our employees, unions and
other relevant stakeholders.” “Our objective is to save the majority of
the positions in the company and create a sustainable business by
taking urgent action.” A five-month strike by 70,000 platinum work-
ers in 2014 was the country’s longest mining work stoppage. 

Companies reported a combined loss of over two billion dollars in
earnings. “The environment clearly for commodity producers has
become quite difficult,” Dennis Dykes, chief economist at
Johannesburg-based Nedbank, told AFP. “There will be mine closures
and shaft closures, otherwise you’ll have companies going down -
especially in South Africa, because costs have been rising at a more
rapid ride. Unemployment which is just enormously high - that tells
you that there’s something drastically wrong. It is reflective of an
economy that is under a lot of pressure.” — AFP 
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Lebanese musician
and composer Ziad

Rahbani performs
during the opening

of the Zouk
International

Festival, north of the
capital Beirut, late on
July 23, 2015. — AFP

He can sing, just don’t 
ask Obama to rap
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Jolie to direct
Cambodia war
film for Netflix

Actress-turned-director Angelina Jolie is to make a film
about Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge regime seen through the
eyes of a war-scarred child for Netflix, the streaming giant

said Thursday.  The Oscar-winning Hollywood A-lister will adapt
“First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia
Remembers,” a harrowing memoir by Cambodian human rights
activist Loung Ung about surviving the deadly regime.  “I was
deeply affected by Loung’s book,” said Jolie, cited in a Netflix
statement. 

“It deepened forever my understanding of how children expe-
rience war and are affected by the emotional memory of it. “And
it helped me draw closer still to the people of Cambodia, my
son’s homeland,” said the 40-year-old, speaking of Maddox, her
adopted son with megastar husband Brad Pitt. Netflix said
Maddox Jolie-Pitt, 13, the Hollywood couple’s eldest child, will be
involved in the production. Jolie will direct and produce the film
from a script she co-wrote with Ung. Acclaimed Cambodian
director Rithy Panh, nominated for an Oscar for 2013’s “The
Missing Picture,” will also serve as a producer. 

Netflix Chief Content Officer Ted Sarandos said: “We are proud
to be working with Angelina Jolie in bringing this emotionally
powerful and ultimately uplifting story exclusively to Netflix
members around the world.  “Loung Ung’s incredible journey is a
testament to the human spirit and its ability to transcend even
the toughest circumstances,” he added. The movie will be
released on Netflix in late 2016.  Jolie’s feature film debut was
2011’s “In the Land of Blood and Honey” set in the Bosnian war.
Her 2014 “Unbroken” was nominated for three Oscars. She won
an Oscar for best supporting actress for 1999’s “Girl, Interrupted.”
She also won the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’
Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award last year. — AFP

As anticipated by Variety, US director Scott Cooper’s “Black
Mass” toplining Johnny Depp, will world premiere at the
72nd Venice Film Festival, out-of-competition, the fest has

announced. “Black Mass” will screen on Friday September 4th in
the Sala Grande venue in the Lido’s Palazzo del Cinema. “Black
Mass,” which Warner Bros. will release in the US on September 18,
is a biopic of Boston gangster James “Whitey” Bulger, played by
Depp, who became an FBI informant and used this status to elimi-
nate criminal competition during the 1970s, ‘80s, and early ‘90s.
The Italian release is scheduled for October 1.

Pic also stars Benedict Cumberbatch, Kevin Bacon, Joel
Edgerton and Peter Sarsgaard, making for a hefty dose of star
power likely to be disembarking on the Lido. “Black Mass” is pro-
duced by John Lesher, Brian Oliver, Scott Cooper, Patrick
McCormick, and Tyler Thompson, with Brett Ratner, James Packer,
Peter Mallouk, Ray Mallouk, Christopher Woodrow, Brett
Granstaff, Gary Granstaff, Phil Hunt and Compton Ross serving as
executive producers. The screenplay is by Mark Mallouk and Jez
Butterworth (“Get on Up,” “Edge of Tomorrow”) based on the
book by Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neill.  As previously announced,

Baltasar Kormakur’s mountain climbing thriller “Everest” from
Universal, starring Jake Gyllenhaal, will open Venice September 2,
also out-of-competition. The Venice Film Festival will run
September 2-12. — Reuters 

Johnny Depp-starrer ‘Black Mass’ to
world premiere at Venice Film Festival
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If you live in the United States, you probably don’t know Omar
Sy by name. But chances are, you’ve seen him. The tall, hand-
some French actor has popped up in a few small roles in major

blockbusters over the past few years. He played the energy-wield-
ing, dreadlocked mutant Bishop in “X-Men: Days of Future Past”
and Chris Pratt’s fellow velociraptor trainer in this summer’s box
office smash “Jurassic World.” But this isn’t just any international
transplant working his way up the Hollywood ranks; he’s already
one of France’s biggest stars.

In 2012, Sy became the first African to win a best actor Cesar -
France’s equivalent of an Oscar - for “The Intouchables,” a come-
dy-drama about a quadriplegic and his caretaker (Sy). It became
one of France’s highest grossing films and earned over $426 mil-
lion worldwide. His latest, the immigrant drama “Samba,” out
Friday in limited release and expanding in coming weeks, takes
him back to his home country and his “Intouchables” directors,
Olivier Nakache and Eric Toledano. Despite his recent foray into
international stardom, a career in the movies was never a given
for Sy, who gained fame in France as one half of the sketch come-
dy duo Omar and Fred.

Access to movie theaters was difficult in his childhood, and
most of his entertainment was relegated to what was on televi-
sion. While he never dreamed of acting in movies, he did drop out
of high school to pursue comedy. The decision baffled his par-
ents. “They thought I was losing my mind leaving high school to
be a comedian,” he said. “My father was a manufacture worker,
my mother was a maid. For them work was hard labor. It was diffi-
cult for them to understand working and having fun at the same
time.” Success came relatively easy for Sy once he hooked up with
his comedy partner Fred Testot. They had a popular television
show and things were going well.

Then “The Intouchables” changed everything. He was now rec-
ognized as an individual, separate from his Omar and Fred ori-
gins. He also began thinking about his career differently. “I started
to consider myself as an actor after ‘Intouchables,’ not before,”
said Sy. “I was a comedian. It was different.” He relocated to Los
Angeles with his wife and children and took meetings with
agents to see what he could do in Hollywood. He also had to
learn English in the process, which remains an ongoing chal-
lenge.—AP

International star Omar Sy learns 
the language of Hollywood

This photo provided by Broad Green Pictures shows, Omar Sy, left, and co-directors, Olivier Nakache, center, and Eric
Toledano, reviewing a scene of their film, ‘Samba,’ on set. — AP

Angelina Jolie arrives at the 20th annual Critics’ Choice
Movie Awards at the Hollywood Palladium, in Los
Angeles.  —AP
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Grammy-winning hip-hop star Chris
Brown was cleared to leave the
Philippines last night, an official said,

after he was temporarily barred from exiting
the country over a row with a powerful reli-
gious sect. The 26-year-old American-who
was stuck in Manila for two days-secured an
emigration clearance certificate (ECC) stating
he has no legal obligations in the Southeast
Asian country and was free to leave, immigra-
tion spokeswoman Elaine Tan said.

“ECC was issued... today,” Tan said in a text
message to AFP. In a brief video posted to his
official Twitter feed last night an exuberant
Brown is seen walking towards a plane,
apparently headed to his next gig in Macau.
“Manila it was fun, love y’all man,” the rapper
says. “If you’re free to come to Macau-party
tonight!” Brown, who performed to a packed
crowd at a Manila arena on Tuesday, was
barred from leaving the Philippines after the
politically-connected Christian group Iglesia
ni Cristo filed a fraud complaint against him.
The group said it was owed a million-dollar-
plus refund after he failed to show up for a
concert sponsored by them last year.

Social media appeals 
The stranded singer took to social media

this week insisting he did nothing wrong and
begging to be allowed to leave the country in
a colorful string of posts. A playful, bewil-
dered Brown posted a foul-mouthed rant on
his Instagram on Thursday as he break-
danced apparently to make light of his
predicament. But his tone was more serious
yesterday as the upcoming stops of his world
tour-including the Macau concert-drew near-
er. “Please, please, let us leave, please,”
Brown said in one video posted on his official
Instagram account, showing him on his knees
inside what appeared to be his hotel room. 

The plea was captioned “OBAMA!!!!!!!!!!” in
what appeared to be a call for help to the US
president, and ended with the singer doing

his signature backflip. The post was later tak-
en down. In another Twitter post Brown said:
“I have nothing to do with anything going on
right now. I came back to Manila to do a
make-up show for New Years. I did the show
three days ago.” Immigration spokeswoman
Tan did not say what would happen with the
fraud case after the rapper leaves the coun-
try.

Smoked marijuana
The sect that lodged the complaint is a

minority in the Philippines-where 80 percent
of its 100 million people are Catholics-but
wields considerable political clout. It has
between two and three million members
according to media and votes as a bloc dur-
ing elections. Brown is scheduled to perform
in Israel, Cyprus and the Netherlands next
week before returning to the US for a 25-city
tour starting on August 12, according to his
website.

The Brown saga was the latest case of
Western entertainers riling Filipino groups
and politicians. The Beatles were stripped of
police escorts at the end of their 1966 Manila
tour after they snubbed a party invite from
the then Philippine president Ferdinand
Marcos’ flamboyant wife Imelda Marcos. The
Fab Four were forced to run a gauntlet of
angry fans as they boarded their plane.

Michael Jackson was forced to move his
concert venue in 1996 after the mayor of
Manila refused to host his show due to child
molestation charges against the US star. In
2012, flamboyant American pop star Lady
Gaga’s show was closely monitored by state
censors for blasphemous imagery. Last
March, two members of British boyband One
Direction who were known to have smoked
marijuana each paid a safety bond before
they could perform. — AFP

Grammy award-winning singer Chris Brown waves as he boards a chartered jet at the
old Manila Domestic Airport in suburban Pasay city, south of Manila, Philippines yes-
terday.—AP

US President Barack Obama is a man of
many musical talents-proven with previ-
ous public performances-but rapping, he

admits, just isn’t one of them. Speaking at the
Beating the Odds youth summit in Washington
Thursday, Obama said his hip-hop rhyming skills
are not among his greatest musical assets. “My
rapping skills are terrible. That’s one thing I can’t
do is rap. I like rap, but I cannot rap,” he said to a
laughing crowd of high school graduates. 

But despite the shortcoming, he still man-
aged to snag his wife Michelle, he said, calling
her the “true star of the Obama household.” “I
have enough of a rap that I got Michelle to mar-
ry me, though,” the president quipped. Obama
has proven his melodious chops more than
once during his time in office, with an apparent
preference for soulful tunes.  At a fundraising
event in New York in 2012, the president offered
a few lines from Al Green’s seductive love song
“Let’s Stay Together.”

In a more somber performance last month,
Obama sang “Amazing Grace” at the eulogy for
a slain Charleston pastor, gunned down by a
suspected white supremacist at the historic
Emanuel AME Church. The youth summit was
hosted by Michelle, and the president under-

scored a message of hope and opportunity in
his introductory remarks. His take away message
to the high school graduates? “There’s nothing
you can’t do.” Well, in Obama’s case, almost
nothing.—AFP

Brown cleared to
leave Philippines 

President Barack Obama waves as he boards
Air Force One for a trip to Kenya and
Ethiopia, on Thursday. — AP

Ashley Monroe, a member of the Pistol
Annies with Miranda Lambert and
Angaleena Presley, continues to prove

herself as a top young country artist with her
third album, “The Blade.”Good, traditional coun-
try ballads are rare these days, but “The Blade”
features several, including the poignant title cut
and the mournful breakup diatribe, “If the Devil
Don’t Want Me.” Monroe balances the pain with
plenty of playful romps. “Winning Streak” mis-
chievously suggests that when it comes to los-
ing, the song’s subject is on a roll. Similarly, “I
Buried Your Love Alive” rocks to a wicked,
bluesy vamp.

Monroe is an artfully subtle singer. The tone

of her voice is reminiscent of a fellow East
Tennessee native, Dolly Parton, and Monroe
uses it with restrained beauty, and she knows
just when to turn up the heat or heartbreak. She
works again with co-producers Vince Gill and
Justin Niebank, who match her emotional
understatement with some exquisite steel gui-
tar and hot electric guitar work. Monroe’s 2013
album topped several critics’ lists, including The
New York Times and Rolling Stone, as the best
country album of the year. Watch for “The
Blade” to appear near the top of the same lists
again in 2015. — AP

He can sing, just don’t
ask Obama to rap

Ashley Monroe’s 
‘The Blade’ is sharp

Review
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An iron and steel colossus that sank on a
summer’s night 35 years ago off Cyprus
is now considered one of the world’s

best shipwreck dives. Thousands dive down
each year to see the Zenobia-the “Titanic of
the Mediterranean”-which is slumped on its
port side at a depth of 40 meters (130 feet) off
the island. The roll-on, roll-off Swedish ferry,
named after a third-century queen of ancient
Palmyra, is the top wreck dive in Europe, com-
peting with sites in the Red Sea, Asia and off
Australia. “It’s so big you can dive a few days
and not get bored,” said Mat Howell, who
works for a British-based scuba diving holiday
firm and was in Cyprus for the annual “Zenobia
Week” at the end of June to promote the site.

Unlike many other wrecks, the Zenobia is
easily accessible, only a 10-minute boat ride
from the coastal resort of Larnaca. Like the
Titanic which sank in the Atlantic in 1912, the
Zenobia came to grief on its maiden journey
on its way to the Syrian port of Tartus. On June
2, 1980, shortly after midnight, the captain of
the listing vessel sent out an SOS. Trawlers
went to the rescue from Cyprus but to no avail
and the Zenobia went down five days later,
without loss of life but with around 100 articu-
lated lorries loaded with cigarettes, cables and
one million eggs still on board. Theories for the

cause of the disaster range from navigation
errors, ballast problems and an insurance scam
to sabotage because of an alleged secret con-
signment of arms.

‘The wreck is treacherous’ 
Over three decades later, divers zig-zag

between the sunken trucks, rusty but still
intact, while the more experienced enter the
dark caverns of the sleeping hulk or the upper
car deck and accommodation area, some even
making it to the engine room. “You can still
see the carpeting of the upper deck and even
the tables in the restaurant area,” said diving
instructor Hatte Clasen of the wreck, which
extends over 172 meters of seabed. Although
no one died when Zenobia sank, the wreck
has since claimed the lives of several scuba
divers.

“The wreck is treacherous: some divers take
risks and lose themselves in rooms in which
they should not enter,” Clasen said. Entering
wrecks carries greater risk because of the dan-
ger of entanglement or getting trapped, as
well as the extra time needed to reach the sur-
face in the event of a problem. Additional
training, experience and equipment is often
recommended, particularly when penetrating
deep inside a wreck.

‘Titanic of the Med’ 
wreck lures thousands of divers to Cyprus

A diver swims over the MS Zenobia shipwreck.

Sea bream (Diplodus Vulgaris) fish gather around divers as they participate in a ‘Mass Dive’
event.
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Luckily for less experienced divers there is plenty to see
from the outside of the Zenobia, which has also become a
magnet for marine life, an aquarium of brown groupers and
barracudas. Andrei Pligin, a 16-year-old enthusiast, re-surfaces
from what was his 206th dive to rave about his latest experi-
ence. “The weather is good. You don’t have any currents. So
you just get pleasure going all around the ship,” said the
young blue-eyed Russian, an annual visitor to the
Mediterranean’s third-largest island.

The site alone attracts 45,000 visitors each year, according
to local authorities. They have been campaigning for the gov-
ernment to impose a fishing ban around the Zenobia to pre-
serve what has turned into the biggest coral reef off Cyprus.
Diving enthusiasts stress the tourism potential, lauding the

destination as a rival to popular destinations including Egypt’s
Red Sea. Jonathan Wilson, who runs a diving firm in Limassol,
another Cypriot resort on the south coast, estimated the
Zenobia brings in 14 million euros ($15 million) a year.
Sheltered from the chaos and insecurity of Arab countries
across the water, recession-hit Cyprus relies heavily on rev-
enues from tourism, a sector which accounts for around 12
percent of GDP. With recovery on the horizon following a
2013 bailout of its banks, Cyprus says arrivals for the first six
months of this year passed the one million mark for the first
time in a decade. — AFP

Divers sit on the MS Zenobia shipwreck.

Divers swim near the MS Zenobia shipwreck. A diver holds a Greek flag as others sit on the MS Zenobia shipwreck.

Divers take photos of the MS Zenobia shipwreck.

Divers sit on the MS Zenobia shipwreck, a Swedish built ferry
that capsized and sank off the coast of the Cypriot port city of
Larnaca in 1979 during a ‘ Mass Dive’ event. — AFP photos

A sea bream
(Diplodus Vulgaris)

fish is seen as divers
participate in a

‘Mass Dive’ event.
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For years Karachi’s walls have been spattered with
the bloodstains of murder victims and scrawled
with graffiti touting everything from sectarian

hatred to quack cures for erectile dysfunction. Now a
group of artists and volunteers are reclaiming the walls
by painting them with cheerful designs aimed at bring-
ing some happiness and pride back to an often violent,
chaotic and corrupt city. Karachi, Pakistan’s economic
capital and biggest metropolis, has been swamped in
recent years by a wave of extortion, murder and kidnap-
ping-for religious, criminal, ethnic and political reasons. 

Those behind the new project, called “Reimaging the
walls of Karachi” hope that by taking art to the streets
they can bring a more positive outlook for its 20 million
inhabitants. “We are working together and taking back
the city by reclaiming the walls which are filled with hate
graffiti,” artist Norayya Shaikh Nabi said while drawing an
abstract of the city on a wall along a busy road. Nabi, an
art teacher at the Indus Valley School of Art and
Architecture, is one of 200 artists, artisans and laborers
taking part in the project.

With help from the city authorities to get the permis-
sion they need, they aim to repaint walls in 1,600 differ-
ent places-from warehouses to schools to flyovers and
underpasses. nThe scheme is being run by I Am Karachi,
a charity working for the cultural, social and literary uplift
of the city, backed by funds from the US Agency for
International Development.

Rare street art 
Pakistan boasts some talented young artists, but pub-

lic art is rare. Munawar Ali Syed, who is leading the team
of artists, said it was a pleasure to take their work beyond
the elite circles of galleries and graduate shows.  “It’s
important for society to remain involved with art and
music, but unfortunately such things are waning from

our culture,” Syed said. “In my 17-year art practice in the
galleries, I have enjoyed working here the most as I am
directly communicating with my viewers.” Under Syed’s
watchful eye, a team of artists use stencils to create
images of boys flying kites, donkey cart races and other
images of rural life.

Elsewhere, flamboyant, brightly colored paintings of
peacocks and elephants have not only radically changed
the feel of Karachi but have also drawn foreigners, who
usually move with extreme caution around what is a
volatile city. Aside from daily murders, Karachi was hit by
two major terror attacks in just over a year.  A Taliban
attack on the airport left 38 people dead last year June,
and in May this year gunmen slaughtered 45 minority
Shiite Muslims on a bus. It was the first attack in Pakistan
to be claimed by the Islamic State group. The project’s
coordinator Adeela Suleman said she was delighted the
work had brought a “less hostile” look  

Schoolchildren have also been made part of the proj-
ect, in the hope of shifting a sense of ownership of the
city and its appearance on to the younger generations.
“We included younger people so they can carry this work
on further,” said Nabi, as she worked with her teenage
daughter on a wall. “When they grow up they will feel
that they are comfortable in sort of working for the city-
this is like planting a seed to the next generations.” The
artists hope the project will subtly change people’s
behavior after years of violence, softening them a little. “I
believe that this will yield good results in the long term,”
Syed said. “When you see positive things around you so
your behavior becomes positive and a big change comes
along in one’s life.” — AFP

Pakistani artists and volunteers paint designs on a wall. Pakistani artists and volunteers paint designs on a wall.

Karachi artists reclaim city
walls from hate graffiti

Pakistani youths pose for photographs in front of a national
flag painted on a wall.

A Pakistani family looks at art work on a wall on a commercial
street in the southern port city of Karachi. — AFP photos

Pakistani artists and volunteers paint designs on a wall.

Art teacher Nooryya Shaikh Nabi (right) and her daughter Gaiti Ara make
the final touches to a design on a wall.

Pakistani pedestrians walk past a painted design on a wall.
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Converse Chuck Taylor All Star fans rejoice!
Your favorite sneaker is receiving its first
construction update since debuting 98

years ago. The idea behind the All Star II is com-
fort, Converse said in a statement Thursday. The
update is made of durable Tencel canvas, as
opposed to the cotton kind, with higher tech
shock absorption in Nike Lunarlon for the
footbed. There’s foam padding inside at the
ankle, non-slip padded tongues and perforated

micro-suede liners along the interior sides.
For the exterior, the iconic circle patch is

embroidered on and eyelets will be colored to
match the shoe. In addition, the sole is slightly
higher than traditional Chucks. The easily recog-
nizable rubber toe cap will remain. The new
shoe goes on sale July 28 in black, white, red
and blue. — AP

This photo provided by
Converse shows the
new Fall 2015 Chuck
Taylor All Star II sneaker
in blue, white, red and
black. — AP photos

The new Fall 2015
Chuck Taylor All Star II
blue sneaker.

The new Fall 2015
Chuck Taylor All Star II
white sneaker.

The new Fall 2015
Chuck Taylor All Star II

black high top sneaker.

The new Fall 2015
Chuck Taylor All Star II

red high top sneaker.

Converse rolling out first Chuck Taylor update in 98 years
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How to
decorate 
when you

move a lot

Call them the “turtle” generation, carrying their
belongings with them. Millennials - those born
between the early 1980s and the early 2000s,
approximately - are a mobile generation, according
to a study released in March by the US Census

Bureau. Only about 24 percent of the total population, they
make up over 40 percent of movers between 2007 and 2012.

They’re moving for lots of reasons: a better apartment; a
more convenient neighborhood; a job; education; a new city
with a more attractive lifestyle. “Young adults are highly
mobile,” says Joe Cortright of City Observatory, a Portland,
Oregon-based urban think tank. “They’re voting with their feet
for the kinds of metropolitan areas and neighborhoods they
want to live in.”

They’re all about carrying a limited number of possessions,
says Rebecca Ryan, economist and futurist at Next Generation
Consulting in Madison, Wisconsin. “They don’t want to live in a
big house; they want to have a big life. And part of that is living
minimally, so they have as much flexibility as possible,” she
says. Value is placed on furnishings that are stylish and versa-
tile. So for them - or anyone wanting to keep the moving truck
fees to a minimum and still have a smart-looking home - what
are some options?

Living room
Boston Interiors offers a number of versatile items at an easy

price point. The Plantation storage trunk, crafted in warm
Himalayan sheesham wood, offers capacious storage while
serving as a handsome coffee table. The Emmett leaning desk
has two fixed shelves and a writing platform. At only about 30
inches wide, it has a small footprint and transports easily. And
the Hyannis flip-top table has a chunky, farmhouse vibe. You
could use it as a desk, dining table or console. 

Ikea’s Friheten sofa is a sofa, chaise and double bed in one,
with a bonus: The chaise can be switched left or right, depend-
ing on the configuration of the room. It comes flat-packed in
three boxes. 

Sauder has a new line conceived by furniture designer
Shawn Sowers that includes coffee and side tables, a bookcase
inspired by industrial scaffolding, and a media cabinet. A mix of
textures and materials like brushed bronze, ebonized veneer,
copper and glossy white metal make for a design-forward col-
lection. Sowers says stylish furniture for millennials has to be
easy to pack up and move to the next home. So everything’s
shipped in heavy-duty cartons, assembling and disassembling
with a few simple tools. 

Bedroom
Instead of a bulky, wood-frame box spring, consider a sim-

ple platform bed on which you can drop a futon or memory-
foam mattress. Wayfair has options in various finishes that
assemble and disassemble quickly. 

If you’re due for a new mattress anyway, consider one of the
new memory-foam mattresses that ship rolled up like a big
sleeping bag. Time the order to arrive on your move-in date.
Safavieh has a high-quality option in all sizes. 

Dining room
Pieces that serve for both work and dining suit the millenni-

al lifestyle. New at Ikea, Backaryd and Karpalund tables feature
a slim, fiberboard slab top that can be put on powder-coated
steel legs; everything unscrews quickly when it’s time to move.

Target has some bent plywood stacking chairs with con-
temporary dash.

Tick-System has sets of universal-size table legs that look
like giant paper clips. Attach them to any table top - marble,
MDF (medium-density fiberboard), glass, wood; you can get
creative with a found piece. 

Storage
Open shelving in white, wenge or cherry finish are useful for

books, display items, room division and other storage. At
Dania, find several that can be used vertically or horizontally,
and some come with casters.  Ikea has some bamboo storage
modules that can be arranged lots of different ways, and are
trimmed in powder-coated metal in red, green or white. Wire-
framed, canvas-covered portable wardrobes now come in lots
of colors and styles, and dismantle easily.

Ban the bulk
Flat-weave or lightweight textural rugs eat up less space

than heavy wool rugs. Heatproof glass containers with lids can
be used for food saving, cooking and dining, eliminating a lot
of extra kitchen storage gear. Consider rolling, drawered cabi-
nets usually used for crafts, office supplies or tools as bedroom
storage for accessories and small personal items that can get
jumbled on a dresser top. When it’s time to move, these are an
easy roll to the truck. — AP

The Emmett lean-
ing desk that has
two fixed shelves
and a writing plat-
form, at only about
30’ wide, it has a
small footprint
and transports
easily.

This image provided by Sauder
shows a New Prairie bookcase. 

— AP photos

This image provided by
Sauder shows the Confetti
white coffee table.

Crafted in warm Himalayan sheesham wood, the
Plantation storage trunk offers capacious storage,
while serving as a handsome coffee table.
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For teenagers heading off to college, it’s
both a design dream and a challenge:
What to do with a small, nondescript dorm

room - a space you may have to share? A space
that may include furniture you can neither
remove nor alter? Do-it-yourself projects are a
great, low-cost way to inject personality into a
temporary space.

Some DIY advice from the experts:
Reclaim old wood from junked furniture to

turn into new furniture, says Maxwell Ryan, who
focuses on economical, small-space design as
founder and CEO of the New York-based
lifestyle blog Apartment Therapy. For instance,
you might build a desk by positioning a wood
slab, such as a piece of an old door, atop two
inexpensive file cabinets. “When you think
about it, a desk is mostly just a hunk of wood,”
says Ryan.

Create a headboard from a large mirror,
which reflects light and makes a room look larg-
er. If you want to go the cinder-block route (or
plastic milk crates or wood pallets) to make
bookcases, a desk or other simple furniture, be
sure to paint them first - preferably white or
something bright, Ryan suggests. Wood pallets,
in particular, are useful: “They can become cof-
fee tables or foundations for beds or sofas.”

Christiane Lemieux, founder of DwellStudio
and creative director at Wayfair, suggests per-
sonalizing bookcases with colorful scrapbook or
other paper on the inside back wall, adhering it
with Blu-tack, which removes easily. Or use
washi tape, which also comes off easily, on near-
ly any surface: the edges of bookshelves, com-
puter cords, and furniture, including head-
boards and mirrors.

You can create a graphic image on a dorm
wall with washi tape, Lemieux suggests, or cov-
er a large wall with temporary wallpaper or an
adhesive mural. Try the temporary dry-erase-
board or chalkboard wallpaper, on which you
can write (and erase) your daily activities.
Temporary wallpaper can also be used on furni-

ture, she says. Or jazz up a plain, white dresser
(your own, not the one provided by the dorm or
in a furnished apartment!) with colored Sharpie
pens. Update drawer pulls with bright duct tape
or spray paint.

Most important, Lemieux says, is the bed,
usually a dorm room’s centerpiece. Think of it as
a sofa: Push it sideways against a wall and dress
it up like a day bed. “Your bed is your lounge
area, your media center, your office, your every-
thing,” she says. Hang a tapestry or curtain
behind it to create an inexpensive but dramatic
headboard. Over the bed, hang a canopy chan-
delier made from a hula hoop, duct tape, two
curtain panels, a string of lights and washi tape.
“It’s so easy to do and so inexpensive, and pro-
vides such a big bang,” says Lemieux.

Here are the instructions:
Canopy and Chandelier DIY, by Christiane

Lemieux
Supplies:
1 hula hoop
1 roll of gold duct tape
washi tape
ribbon bits
1 string of indoor white lights
2 sheer curtain panels
Pretty cord

Assembly:
1. Cut the hula hoop open.
2. Cover the hoop with the gold-colored duct

tape.
3. Thread the two curtain panels onto the

hoop.
4. Close the hoop with more gold duct tape.
5. Drape the string of lights around the hoop.
6. Add decorative washi and ribbon details to

the string of lights.
7. Tie a pretty cord at four balanced points on

the hoop and hang it from these points.  
—AP

DIY dorm redo: A canopy

chandelier and other simple projects

These photos provided by courtesy of Wayfair and Laura Moss Photography show dorm rooms. — AP photos
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NEW YORK: Google’s new service for organizing and backing
up images blends some of the best of what Apple and Yahoo
have rolled out in recent months. These services come as smart-
phone cameras get better, and people take more photos and
video with them. The problem is many of the images simply sit
on the phones, taking up valuable space. Worse, digital memo-
ries can disappear when phones are lost or stolen.

Photo services from Google, Yahoo and Apple all store
copies of those photos and video online. Images taken with
tablets and stand-alone cameras can be added, too, giving you
one home for your entire image library. These services also offer
editing tools and help organize your images. After all, why
bother taking photos if you can’t find them later?

The latest offering, Google Photos, isn’t perfect. Recently,
Google apologized when the service mistakenly labeled two
black people as gorillas. And there’s a catch with free storage of
photos and video. On the other hand, Google has the best tools
for searching photos. That’s no surprise, coming from the
world’s most popular search engine. Here’s a look at Google
Photos and how it compares with Apple’s and Yahoo’s offer-
ings.

Storage and backup
Just download the Google Photos app on your iPhone, iPad

or Android device and connect over Wi-Fi. Photos and video on
your device will automatically upload to Google’s servers.
Google offers unlimited storage of photos of up to 16 megapix-
els. That covers iPhones and Samsung Galaxy phones. For the
few phones that exceed that, Google will either reduce the file
size or let you store the original as part of a free allotment
shared with Gmail messages and other Google services. You get
15 gigabytes, enough for a few thousand photos at 16
megapixels, after which you pay $2 or more a month. If you
choose to store the originals, all photos will count toward the
quota, including those under 16 megapixels. Unless you’re
looking for poster-size prints, 16 megapixels is fine for printing,
but the extra pixels help when cropping.

Free video storage is limited to 1080p high-definition resolu-
tion. That’s fine for iPhones, but many devices including the
Galaxy S6 phones can shoot better. Again, you can choose to
reduce the size or pay for more storage. Apps for Mac and
Windows PCs will search your computer and camera memory
cards for photos to upload. The same size limits apply.

Flickr, a similar service from Yahoo, has no size limit on indi-

vidual files, but you get 1 terabyte for your entire collection.
That’s likely more than enough unless you’re a professional or
serious photographer, in which case Yahoo likely wouldn’t be
for you because it doesn’t handle images in the higher-quality
RAW format.

Apple’s Photos app syncs images from iPhones, iPads and

Mac computers only, not Android or Windows devices. You
have 5 gigabytes of free iCloud storage, shared with other
Apple services, so you’ll likely need to buy storage starting at $1
a month.

With Google and Yahoo, you need to delete images from
your phone to free up space once they transfer online. With
Apple, the service automatically reduces the file size when
space is low and grabs the originals online when needed. That
makes it seamless for users, but Apple’s storage quota isn’t as
generous.

Editing and sharing
All three services offer basic tools for touching up photos.

Apple’s Photos app on the Mac has the most advanced options.
With all three services, changes you make on one device will
sync with the others. Google also has tools to automatically cre-
ate collages and animations out of batches of photos.

Once online, you can view images from any device, no mat-
ter which camera they came from. You can easily share those
images, too, with just a tap or two. Don’t worry. Unless you
share an image or album, it’s for your eyes only.

Organizing and privacy
Google, Apple and Yahoo use computer software to tag

photos to help you find them more easily. Google and Apple
use face-recognition technology to sort photos by individuals,
while Yahoo knows only that there’s someone there - not who.
Google was even smart enough to automatically group togeth-
er photos of the same person at 2 months old and 6 years old
(though it missed the ones from right after birth). With Apple,
you can link them manually on a Mac. Apple’s index is stored on
the app, rather than online, limiting what the company has on
you. Google does the analysis online, but insists it doesn’t
attach faces to specific individuals. Although privacy is some-
thing to consider, it isn’t much different from trusting Google
with your email and searches.

As for objects, Google and Yahoo let you search for “boat” to
get photos containing boats, even if “boat” isn’t in the file
name. That’s because the companies scan images to identify
common objects and attributes. You can remove a tag when
there’s a mistake, but you can’t add your own. What if you have
a bunch of boat pictures, might you start seeing ads for sailing
lessons? Google and Yahoo say they have no current plans to
target ads that way, but neither ruled it out. — AP

Review

Google photo service is strong on search 

NEW YORK: In this screen shot made Wednesday, July 22, 2015, editing tools available within the Google Photos mobile app are demonstrated on a panoramic iPhone photo shot on
July 4, 2015 at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Mo.

NEW YORK: This product image provided by Google shows a
feature of the Google Photos mobile app that allows users to
search for photos by people or places. — AP photos
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China starts

assembling 

world’s biggest

radio telescope

BEIJING: China has started assembling the world’s
largest radio telescope, which will have a dish the size of
30 football pitches when completed, state media report-
ed as Beijing steps up its ambitions in outer space. The
five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope
(FAST) nestles in a bowl-shaped valley between hills in
the southwestern province of Guizhou, images posted
online show. Technicians began attaching 4,450 triangu-
lar-shaped panels to the telescope’s reflector on
Thursday, the official Xinhua news agency reported.
FAST will be the world’s largest single-aperture tele-
scope, it said, overtaking the Arecibo Observatory in the
US territory of Puerto Rico, which is 305 meters (1000
feet) in diameter.

For years Chinese scientists have relied on “second
hand” data collected by others in their research and the
new telescope is expected to “greatly enhance” the
country’s capacity to observe outer space, Xinhua said.
“Having a more sensitive telescope, we can receive
weaker and more distant radio messages,” it cited Wu
Xiangping, director-general of the Chinese Astronomical
Society, as saying.  “It will help us to search for intelligent
life outside of the galaxy and explore the origins of the
universe.” Beijing is accelerating its military-run multi-bil-
lion-dollar space exploration program, which it sees as a
symbol of the country’s progress. It has plans for a per-
manent orbiting station by 2020 and eventually to send
a human to the moon.

The dish will have a perimeter of about 1.6 kilo-
meters, Xinhua said, and there are no towns within
five kilometers, giving it ideal surroundings to listen
for signals from space. The region’s karst topogra-
phy-a landscape of porous rock fissured with deep
crevasses and underground caves and streams-is ide-
al for draining rainwater and protecting the reflector,
it added. Construction on the telescope started in
March 2011 and is scheduled to finish next year,
Xinhua said. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Dozens of countries have agreed to abolish
duties on more than 200 technology products - from advanced
computer chips to GPS devices, printer cartridges and video-
game consoles. The agreement announced yesterday marks the
World Trade Organization’s first tariff-killing deal in 18 years. The
deal is an expansion of the 1997 Information Technology
Agreement, which includes 80 WTO member countries. The
updated accord covers products that generate $1 trillion in annu-
al global revenue, including $100 billion a year for American com-
panies.

That worldwide total is equal to global trade in iron, steel, tex-
tiles and clothing combined, according to the WTO.

US Trade Rep Michael Froman called the agreement “great
news for the American works and businesses that design manu-
facture and export state-of-the-art technology and information
products.” Froman’s office says the deal will support 60,000

American jobs. Not all 161 WTO member countries signed on to
the expanded deal. But all will benefit because it eliminates the
tariffs on dozens of tech products no matter which WTO coun-
try they come from. Tariffs are taxes imposed on imported
goods.

Dean Garfield, president of the Information Technology
Industry Council trade group in Washington, said the deal “will
open markets, create jobs and spur economic growth around the
world, as well as bring down costs for consumers.” Talks on revis-
ing the technology agreement began in 2012. The breakthrough
occurred when the US and China worked out most of their differ-
ences during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to Washington
last November. Negotiators still must complete technical details
and a timetable for eliminating the tariffs. The work is expected to
be complete by the time WTO members meet in Nairobi, Kenya,
in December.—AP

CALIFORNIA: A customer looks over Hewlett Packard ink cartridges for his printer at Best Buy in Mountain View. — AP photos

Trade deals wipe out tariffs 

on more than 200 tech products 

YouTube makes virtual

reality push with 

360-degree 3D video

NEW YORK: YouTube says it’s making a further push into vir-
tual reality, promising to add 3D support for videos that play
back in its 360-degree format. Thursday’s announcement
comes a day after the debut of the first online 360-degree ad,
a commercial for Bud Light. Right now, viewers using the
mobile YouTube app or Google’s Chrome browser can pan
around in any direction in the 360-degree videos. They’re shot
using special camera rigs that look in many directions, and
software stitches together all the video.

Support for 3D means wearers of headsets like Oculus Rift,
Samsung Gear VR or Google Cardboard can see images in
three dimensions as they swivel around to change their view.
YouTube also said it would provide special camera rigs that
support the format at its studios around the world, including
at two locations opening in the next year in Toronto and
Mumbai.

YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki announced the push during
VidCon, an annual convention for fans and creators of online
video at the Anaheim Convention Center. “We’ve seen big
name artists like Avicii and Bjork do some breakthrough
things with 3D video, but we want to empower all of you to
chart this new frontier,” she said.

Wojcicki also announced a redesign of YouTube’s mobile
app that allows fans to be notified when creators they fol-
low post new videos. It also adds editing tools for filters and
music within the app. The redesign is available for Android
devices right away, with support for Apple devices coming
soon. — Reuters

TOKYO: Japan’s telecom giant Softbank’s humanoid robot Pepper poses with cosmetic sales clerks of the Loft department
store yesterday. Loft is hiring Pepper robots as beauty advisers at the cosmetic counter in its Shibuya and Yokohama shops
from July 25 to August 23. —AFP



00:00 Doctors
00:30 Casualty
01:20 Orphan Black
02:05 Orphan Black
02:50 Extras
03:20 Call The Midwife
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Charlie And Lola
05:35 Show Me Show Me
05:55 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
06:10 The Green Balloon Club
06:35 Charlie And Lola
06:50 Show Me Show Me
07:10 The Weakest Link
07:55 My Hero
08:25 Doctors
08:55 Doctors
09:25 Doctors
10:55 Doctor Who
11:45 Monty Halls’ Island Escapes
12:40 Prison, My Family & Me
13:25 Casualty
14:15 Eastenders
16:15 The Weakest Link
17:00 My Hero
17:30 Monty Halls’ Island Escapes
18:20 A Totally Different Me
19:15 Doctor Who
20:00 Live At The Apollo
20:45 Threesome
21:10 Hebburn
21:40 Live At The Apollo
22:25 Threesome
22:50 My Hero
23:20 The Weakest Link

THE LAST CASTLE ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:45 Come Dine With Me
01:10 DIY SOS: The Big Build
02:05 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
02:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
04:10 MasterChef
05:05 Bargain Hunt
05:50 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
06:35 Come Dine With Me
07:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
07:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
09:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:55 Masterchef: The Professionals
11:20 Masterchef: The Professionals
12:15 Come Dine With Me
12:40 Come Dine With Me
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:30 Come Dine With Me
13:55 Come Dine With Me
14:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
15:15 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
16:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
16:40 Bargain Hunt
17:30 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
18:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
19:05 MasterChef
19:55 MasterChef
20:45 MasterChef
21:40 MasterChef
22:30 MasterChef
23:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Extreme Car Hoarders
02:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Game Of Pawns
05:00 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Close-Up Kings
06:50 Mythbusters
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Walking The Nile
09:20 Asphalt Cowboys
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 King Of Thrones
11:50 King Of Thrones

12:40 King Of Thrones
13:30 King Of Thrones
14:20 King Of Thrones
15:10 King Of Thrones
16:00 Ice Cold Gold
16:50 Ice Cold Gold
17:40 Impossible Engineering
18:30 Walking The Nile
19:20 Asphalt Cowboys
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: End Of Days
21:50 Storage Wars Canada
22:15 Storage Wars Canada
22:40 Storage Wars Canada
23:05 Big Giant Swords
23:55 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
08:05 Suite Life On Deck
08:30 Suite Life On Deck
08:55 Suite Life On Deck
09:20 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Pixel Perfect
12:15 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Austin & Ally
13:30 I Didn’t Do It
13:55 Liv And Maddie
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World

19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 E!ES
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 New Money
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Siba’s Table: Fast Feasts
02:00 Chopped South Africa
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Heat Seekers
06:30 Heat Seekers
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
09:30 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Kitchen

12:00 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Siba’s Table: Fast Feasts
119:00 Man Fire Food
20:00 Chopped South Africa
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
22:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
23:00 Mystery Diners

00:35 The Chase
01:30 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
02:55 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
07:50 Gino’s Italian Escape
08:15 Gino’s Italian Escape
08:50 Paddock To Plate
09:50 Come Date With Me Australia
10:35 Come Date With Me Australia
11:00 Come Date With Me Australia
11:35 Tom Daley Goes Global
12:25 The Chase
13:15 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
13:40 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
14:05 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
15:00 Safe House
15:55 Breathless
16:45 Doc Martin
17:35 Hiding
18:30 Gino’s Italian Escape
19:00 Doc Martin
19:55 Breathless
20:50 Gino’s Italian Escape
21:15 Gino’s Italian Escape
21:45 The Chase
22:30 Coronation Street
22:55 Coronation Street
23:20 Coronation Street
23:45 Coronation Street

05:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
06:00 80s: The Decade That Made
Us
07:00 The Known Universe
08:00 Dead End Express
09:00 Live Free Or Die
10:00 Banged Up Abroad
11:00 Cesar To The Rescue
12:00 Crowd Control
12:30 Crowd Control
13:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
14:00 Breakout
15:00 Pirate Patrol
16:00 Inside
17:00 Mega Factories
18:00 My Dog Ate What?
19:00 Pirate Patrol

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 New Girl
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 My Name Is Earl
13:30 Community
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 The Mindy Project
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Parks And Recreation

01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Devious Maids
03:00 Defiance
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
09:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 C.S.I.
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 Defiance

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Grey’s Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Grey’s Anatomy
23:00 The Voice

00:00 The Power Of Few
02:00 The Watermen
04:00 The Numbers Station
05:45 The Last Castle
08:00 Born To Race: Fast Track
10:00 Marvel’s Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow
12:00 The Legend Of Hercules
13:45 The Last Castle
16:00 Born To Race: Fast Track
18:00 The Courier
20:00 The Legend Of Hercules
22:00 Snake Eyes

00:00 Dead End Express
01:00 Live Free Or Die
02:00 Banged Up Abroad
03:00 Naked Science
04:00 Bid & Destroy
04:30 Bid & Destroy 00:00 The Watermen-PG15

02:00 The Numbers Station-PG15
03:45 The Last Castle-PG15
06:00 Born To Race: Fast Track-
PG15
08:00 Marvel’s Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow-PG
10:00 The Legend Of Hercules-PG15
11:45 The Last Castle-PG15
14:00 Born To Race: Fast Track-
PG15
16:00 The Courier-PG15
18:00 The Legend Of Hercules-PG15
20:00 Snake Eyes-PG15
22:00 Let The Bullets Fly-PG15

00:00 Ass Backwards
02:00 So Undercover
04:00 Mental
06:00 Foodfight!
08:00 Life
10:00 The Hot Flashes
12:00 Foodfight!
14:00 Soccer Dog: European Cup
16:00 Life
18:00 The Rocker
20:00 I Give It A Year
22:00 We’re The Millers

01:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
03:00 The Railway Man-PG15
05:00 Dawn Rider-PG15
06:45 Mr. Pip-PG15
08:45 Miss Julie-PG15
11:00 Dawn Rider-PG15
12:45 The Railway Man-PG15
14:45 Draft Day-PG15
16:45 Miss Julie-PG15
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THE LEGEND OF HERCULES ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

19:00 Inside Llewyn Davis-PG15
21:00 McCanick-PG15

07:00 Live  BAN v SA, 1st Test, Day
5
15:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29
16:15 Live ICC WT20 Qualifier : Semi
Final 2
19:45 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : Semi
Final 1
23:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Semi Final 2

00:00 American Pickers
01:00 Barry’d Treasure
01:30 Barry’d Treasure
02:00 Storage Wars Texas
02:30 Pawn Stars
03:00 American Pickers
04:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Duck Dynasty
10:00 Alone
11:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
12:00 The Legend Of Shelby The
Swamp Man
12:30 The Legend Of Shelby The
Swamp Man
13:00 American Restoration
13:30 American Restoration
14:00 Counting Cars
14:30 Counting Cars
15:00 Counting Cars
15:30 Counting Cars
16:00 Pawn Stars
16:30 Pawn Stars
17:00 Pawn Stars
17:30 Pawn Stars
18:00 Pawn Stars
18:30 Pawn Stars
19:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
20:00 Ice Road Truckers
21:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
21:30 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
22:00 Counting Cars

00:45 Return To Amish

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
03:42 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!

05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
06:40 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:06 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:06 Uncle Grandpa
12:17 Uncle Grandpa
12:28 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Teen Titans Go!
14:30 Ben 10
14:55 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time
15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:10 Steven Universe
17:22 Steven Universe
17:30 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
17:55 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama World Tour
00:20 Total Drama World Tour
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband

00:00 Cold Creek Manor
02:00 Tar
03:30 One Chance
05:15 Jack And The Cuckoo Clock
Heart
07:00 The Sapphires
09:00 Kon-Tiki
11:00 One Chance
13:00 The Cutting Edge
14:45 The Prestige
17:00 Kon-Tiki
19:00 The Invisible Woman
21:00 The Damned United

00:00 No Good Deed-PG15
01:30 Kristy-PG15
03:00 Mr. Peabody & Sherman-FAM
04:45 Won’t Back Down-PG15
07:00 The Love Punch-PG15
09:00 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
11:00 The Trouble With Bliss-PG15
13:00 The Secret Life Of Walter Mitty
15:00 Romeo & Juliet-PG15
17:00 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
19:00 St. Vincent-PG15
21:00 Deliver Us From Evil-18
23:00 300: Rise Of An Empire-18

01:15 Cinderella
02:45 Return To Nim’s Island
04:30 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks &
The Three Bears
06:00 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail
08:00 A Cat In Paris
09:45 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
11:15 From Up On Poppy Hill
13:00 Return To Nim’s Island
14:45 Ghatothkach - Master Of Magic
16:30 Postman Pat: The Movie
18:00 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
20:00 Krazzy Planet
22:00 Ghatothkach - Master Of Magic
23:45 Postman Pat: The Movie

01:30 Million Dollar Arm-PG15
03:45 Good Deeds-PG15
05:45 The Grandmaster-PG15
08:00 Knife Fight-PG15
09:45 Rio 2-FAM
11:30 Million Dollar Arm-PG15
13:45 Iron Man-PG15
16:00 Knife Fight-PG15
17:45 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
20:15 Welcome To The Punch-PG15
22:00 CBGB-18
23:45 Lost In The Cloud-18

01:00 PGA European Tour 
07:00 AFL Premiership
09:30 Live AFL Premiership
12:30 Asian Tour Highlights
13:00 Live PGA European Tour
18:00 Live The Rugby Championship
- SA v NZ
23:30 The Rugby Championship
Highlights

02:00 Darts World Match Play 
07:00 Asian Tour Highlights
07:30 NRL Full Time 
08:00 Live NRL Premiership 
10:00 NRL Full Time 
10:30 Live NRL Premiership 
12:30 Live NRL Premiership 
14:30 Gillette World Sport 
18:00 Golfing World
20:00 Live PGA Tour 

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
13:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:50 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi

Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack
Disney XD
06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Lab Rats
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 The 7D
10:00 Phineas And Ferb
10:25 Supa Strikas
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Mighty Med
12:10 Kirby Buckets

01:35 My Strange Addiction
02:25 New Body, New Style
03:15 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
04:05 Randy To The Rescue
05:00 Brides Of Beverly Hills
05:30 Brides Of Beverly Hills
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Cake Boss
08:30 Cake Boss
08:55 Cake Boss
09:20 Cake Boss
09:45 Bride By Design
10:10 Bride By Design
10:35 Curvy Brides
11:00 Curvy Brides
11:25 Say Yes To The Dress
11:50 Say Yes To The Dress
12:15 Say Yes To The Dress
12:40 Say Yes To The Dress
13:05 Say Yes To The Dress
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
13:55 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah Prime
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Curvy Brides
17:40 Curvy Brides
18:05 Oprah Presents: Master Class
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah Prime
21:50 Oprah’s Master Class
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 90 Days To Wed
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The Kuwait University Construction Program (KUCP) hosted a ceremony recently to honor College of Engineering and Petroleum students who took part in a sum-
mer training course at the Sabah Al Salem University City project in 2014/2015.

K
annur District Committee of Kuwait
Kerala Muslim Cultural Centre distrib-
uted pension - relief fund to 22 Kannur

based people who are very poor and under
privileged.  This is the 6th year Kannur -
Kuwait KMCC is distributing such relief fund.
V C Bamban, Treasurer of Indian Union
Muslim League, Kannur committee and State

Member of IUML said in his inaugural speech
that Kannur KKMCC is doing wonderful
humanitarian job, which nobody can deny.
The expatriate community in general is very
generous to help the people of their home-
land.  Dr Sayyid Ghalib Al-Mashoor Thangal
presided over the event and delivered
Islamic scholarly speech related to the

Charity work and humanitarian services in
Islam and the value of Holy Ramadan in
Muslims life. T A Thangal, Vice President
Kannur Chapter of IUML, N Mohammed
delivered complimentary speeches.
Advocate Sayid Mohamed Nizar,  Legal
Advisor of Kannur KKMCC inaugurated the
Relief fund distribution.  In his complimenta-

ry speech, he thanked Kannur KKMCC com-
mittee for initiating such a noble venture
and remembering their brethren in India and
Kerala in general .  Naser Tal iparamba,
Secretary welcomed the distinguished
guests and audience. Hamza Abu Shabeel
expressed vote of thanks. A generous group
iftar was also held during the event.

K
erala Expats Football  Association
Kuwait (KEFAK) has elected new Office
Bearers for the year 2015-16 in the

Annual General  Body Meeting held at
Salmiya Friends Auditorium recently. The
Meeting unanimously approved Annual
Working Report and Financial Report for

2014-15 which was presented by Shabeer
Kalathingal (Joint Secretary) and Jeswin Jose
(Treasurer)  accordingly.  KEFAK Vice
President Safarullah chaired the function.
Affiliated Club Representatives and KEFAK
Managing Committee Members attended
the meeting.  

Ashiq Cadiri (President), Gulam Musthafa
(General  Secretary) ,  O K Abdul Razak
(Treasurer) ,  Robert Bernad,  Shabeer
Kalathingal (Vice President),  Pradeep Kumar
(Joint Secretary) ,  Jeswin Jose (Joint
Treasurer), Safarullah (Sports Secretary),
Baby Noushad Palliyali (Admin Secretary),

Faisal Ibrahim Kannur (Media Secretary), Biju
Jhony, Mansoor Kunnatheri (Officials In-
Charge), Shahul V (Volunteer In-Charge) are
the new office bearers for the year 2015-16.
Presiding Officer Shabeer Address controlled
the election process and Treasurer O K Abdul
Razak proposed vote of thanks.

KEFAK elects new office bearers

KKMCC distributes pension - relief fund
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The Aqua Park celebrated the Eid Al-Fitr holiday with a ceremony that featured competitions and several other interactive activities. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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NEW DELHI: In this June 27, 2015 photo, Omkarnath, who goes by the name “Medicine Baba,” receives
unused medicine from a woman. —AP

Maharashtra mandates 
schoolbag weight limit

MUMBAI: Children struggling under the weight of an over-
sized schoolbag is a common sight the world over, but now
one Indian state has ordered parents to ensure kids lighten
their load. The government of Maharashtra, in the west of
India, has passed a resolution saying no child must carry to
school a backpack that exceeds 10 percent of their body
weight. Five-year-olds in grade one are being asked to pop
their satchels on weighing scales when they arrive for class so
teachers can check they don’t exceed 2.5 kilograms. Grade
eight pupils aged 12 are limited to carrying 4.2 kilograms, all
in a bid to prevent lasting injury, the state government said in
a resolution passed earlier this week.

“As a rule of thumb the bags must be ten percent of the
child’s body weight,” local education secretary Mr Nand
Kumar wrote in the executive order. “But we have found bags
that weigh 20 to 30 percent due to thick notebooks, text-
books, un-required stationery and even cosmetics. “This is
harmful. It causes spine and joint problems as well as stress
and fatigue. They adversely affect the well being of the child,”
he added.

Given the intense competition for higher education places
in India, children often feel under immense pressure to per-
form well at school, with materials for extra tuition in the
evening often adding to the weight of their bag. The govern-
ment ruling said teachers should stagger homework and
timetables so children don’t need to carry several textbooks
to school every day. It also asked parents to ensure children
do not pack unnecessary items. The order did not mention
any punishment for violating the weight restriction. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Omkarnath spends his
days searching New Delhi for drugs. A
call to the phone number printed bold-
ly on his saffron-colored tunic reveals
his alternate identity:  “Hello,  I  am
Medicine Baba.” The chatty, 79-year-
old retired blood-bank technician has
been collecting unused prescription
drugs from the affluent for the past
eight years, and distributing whatever
hasn’t expired to patients who need
medicines they cannot afford.

Omkarnath, who like many Indians
uses only one name, is not a trained
pharmacist, and must see a doctor’s
prescription before he’ll help supply
any drug. He doesn’t charge, though
he says the value of what he gives
away each month is more than $9,000.
“Every bungalow in Delhi has extra
medicines ,  but  they are throwing
them in their  dustbins ,”  says
Omkarnath, who walks with a limp
after an accident that left him with dis-
located bones in both legs.

One-man effort 
“Medicine Baba” - baba is an hon-

orific term meaning wise man - walks
more than 7 ki lometers ,  stopping
door-to-door to ask for unused medi-
cines. On one such trip Sunday, he
had collected a huge bagful of donat-
ed prescriptions in just an hour and a
half. Some 40 percent of India’s 1.2
billion people have no access to mod-
ern medicines because they are too
expensive or simply unavailable in
government hospitals where supplies
are often scarce.

Meanwhile, India is exporting 45
percent of the $25 billion in pharma-
ceut ica ls  i t  produces  each year .

Omkarnath began his mission after
seeing some construction workers get
badly injured in New Delhi. He says he
followed the men to government hos-
pita ls  where they were not  g iven
treatment and told to find the drugs
they needed elsewhere. He says he
has built up a stock of drugs and med-
ical equipment worth tens of thou-
sands of dollars from weekend trips to
wealthy neighborhoods and more
than a dozen collection boxes set up
in private clinics around the city.

He stores his cache in a small rent-
ed room next to his home in the fetid
slums of Manglapuri  in southwest
New Delhi.  The room is f i l led with
boxes of common flu tablets, insulin
injections and cancer medications.
Omkarnath also arranges donations of
equipment including hospital beds,
oxygen cylinders, nebulizers, wheel-
chairs, walkers and oxygen machines.
Many nongovernmental organizations
work to give medical care to India’s
needy, and Omkarnath works with
some of them to deliver medicines.
But Omkarnath’s one-man recycling
effort is rare if not unique. There are
medicine recycling efforts elsewhere,
including the United States, but drugs
in those cases are generally donated
by medical institutions rather than
individuals.

‘Ocean of problems’ 
Dr Lal ima Rangwani distr ibutes

medicine Omkarnarth collects. She
said at first she wasn’t sure she could
trust  the drugs he col lected.  “But
when he brought the medicines,  I
checked it out, the batch number, all
he has written on the list. So only then

I got convinced that these are gen-
uine medic ines , ”  she sa id .  India
spends just over 1 percent of its gross
domestic product on health care - one
of the lowest rates in the world.

“Most states in India don’t spend
adequately on public health. It is not a
priority,” leading to drug shortages,
says  health  economist  Sakthivel
Selvara j  f rom the Publ ic  Health
Foundation of India.  Private hospitals
generally have better supplies, but
they charge far more than what hun-
dreds of  mil l ions of  impoverished
Indians  can af ford .  One of
Omkarnath’s regular recipients is 52-
year-old Dhulichand, who has been
suffering from emphysema for several
years.  The former shoemaker, who
goes by only one name, cannot afford
the $100 it costs for 20 oxygen cylin-
ders he needs to breathe each month.

“I can’t move around or even show-
er without these cylinders,” a bedrid-
den Dhulichand says, as a clear tube
delivers a steady flow of oxygen to his
nostrils from a cylinder against the
wal l  in  h is  t iny  concrete  room.
“Government hospitals don’t take me”
because he needs too much care, he
says. “They tell me to go back home.”
Omkarnath depends on cash dona-
tions to cover his costs and modest
living expenses, which come to about
$500 a month. Eventually, he hopes to
build a nationwide network of medi-
cine banks. “My efforts make up mere-
ly a drop worth of solution to a huge
ocean of problems,” Omkarnath says
through the last few teeth left in his
mouth.  “ I  hope before  I  d ie  th is
becomes a bigger movement and I
contribute at least a glassful.” —AP

Nigeria marks 
one year since 
last polio case

LAGOS: Nigeria yesterday marked one year since its last case
of polio, raising hopes it will soon be taken off the list of
endemic countries as the first step to being declared free of
the disease. The last case was in the Sumaila district of Kano
state, in the country’s north-one of only six in 2014 and well
down on the 338 recorded in 2009, according to World
Health Organization data.

Nigeria will be removed from the WHO list of polio-
endemic countries in four to six weeks if samples sent for
checking are found clear and surveillance data meets interna-
tional standards. But health professionals and campaigners
said the fight is not over and warned about complacency,
with another two years to go before polio-free status is
achieved. “Interruption is a major milestone. But our aim is
not just interruption but eradication,” the executive director
of the National Primary Healthcare Development Agency,
Ado Muhammad, told AFP. “We still have two years in which
we need to keep polio out,” added Oyewale Tomori, presi-
dent of the Nigerian Academy of Science, who has worked on
polio eradication for the past 45 years.

Muhammad, Tomori and global charities Rotary International
and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation all called for both
Nigeria and the international community to keep up the
momentum. The deputy director of the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, Michael Galway, said Nigeria had made “incredible
progress but the job isn’t finished”. “Continued leadership and
domestic financing, high quality immunization campaigns and
disease surveillance will be key” to achieving polio-free status, he
added in an emailed statement. 

Faced challenges 
Nigeria and the two other countries on the polio-endemic

list, Pakistan and Afghanistan, have all faced challenges in
implementing immunization programmes. Immunization
teams have been attacked and even killed while rumors were
spread about the safety of the vaccine. But those involved in
the programme say sustained political commitment and
funding, as well as support from traditional rulers and reli-
gious leaders have helped turn around Nigeria’s fortunes. 

Emergency operations centers improved coordination
between partners while the establishment of health camps
increased access to those at risk from polio and other child-
hood diseases. Systems put in place to tackle polio outbreaks
were adapted last year to successfully eliminate the spread of
Ebola in Nigeria.  —AFP

‘Medicine Baba’: India’s
Robin Hood for drugs
‘The rich have extra medicines but they throw them away’
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WASHINGTON: The latest Alzheimer’s research
has a clear theme: Change your lifestyle to pro-
tect your brain. It will take several years for scien-
tists to prove whether some experimental drugs
could at least delay Alzheimer’s disease, and an
aging population is at risk now. Whatever hap-
pens on the drug front, there are generally
healthy everyday steps people can take - from
better sleep to handling stress to hitting the
books - that research suggests just might lower
the risk of Alzheimer’s.

Making these lifestyle changes “looks more
promising than the drug studies so far,” said Dr.
Richard Lipton of the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in New York, whose lab researches
what makes up healthy aging. The findings on
stress prompted Lipton to take up yoga. Here are
five tips to guard your brain against memory loss,
based on research at the Alzheimer’s Association
International Conference:

Get better shut-eye
Studies of more than 6,000 people linked poor

sleep quality - and especially sleep apnea - to ear-
ly memory problems called mild cognitive
impairment, which in turn can raise the risk of lat-
er Alzheimer’s. Other research showed poor sleep
can spur a brain-clogging protein named amyloid
that’s a hallmark of Alzheimer’s. Talk to your doc-
tor if you’re having sleep problems, advises Dr
Kristine Yaffe of the University of California, San
Francisco: “Sleep disorders are so common, and
we think many are quite treatable.”

Exercise your gray matter
Seniors often are advised to work crossword

puzzles, take music lessons or learn a new lan-
guage to keep the brain engaged. The protective
effects of learning may start decades earlier in
life. In Sweden, researchers at the Karolinska
Institute unearthed school report cards and work
histories of more than 7,000 older adults. Good
grades as young as age 10 predicted lower risk of
dementia later in life. So did getting a job that

required expertise with numbers or, for women,
complex interactions with people - occupations
such as researchers or teachers. Why? Learning
and complex thinking strengthen connections
between nerve cells, building up “cognitive
reserve” so that as Alzheimer’s brews, the brain
can withstand more damage before symptoms
become apparent.

Get moving
What’s good for the heart is good for the

brain, too, and physical activity counters a list of
damaging problems - high blood pressure, dia-
betes, high cholesterol - that can increase the risk
of memory impairment later in life. Get started
early: One study tracked the habits of 3,200

young adults for 25 years, and found those who
were the least active had the worst cognition
when they were middle-aged. Sedentary behav-
iors like TV watching played a role. Yaffe - who
just had her desk raised so she can spend more
time standing - worries about kids’ screen time.

Don’t forget mental health
Late-life depression is a risk factor for

Alzheimer’s. Harvard researchers found loneliness
is, too, accelerating cognitive decline in a study
that tracked more than 8,000 seniors for over a
decade. Stress is bad for the brain as well, Lipton
said. It’s not just experiencing stress - we all do -
but how we cope with it. Brooding over stressful
events, for example, prolongs the harmful effects

on brain cells. One study found seniors with the
poorest coping skills were much more likely to
develop mild cognitive impairment over nearly
four years than seniors who could shrug off the
stress.

Eat healthy
Diets high in fruits and vegetables and lower

in fat and sugar are good for the arteries that
keep blood flowing to the brain. Type 2 diabetes,
the kind linked to excess weight, raises the risk of
dementia later in life. Weight aside, Lipton’s lab
recently found a healthy diet lowered seniors’ risk
of impaired “executive function” as they got old-
er - how the brain pays attention, organizes and
multitasks. —AP

Lifestyle changes may guard against memory loss
Research might lower risk of Alzheimer’s

This photo provided by the Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center shows Michael Gendy of King, NC. Gendy continues to
exercise after participating in a Wake Forest School of Medicine study that found aerobic activity may lower a risk factor
for developing Alzheimer’s. —AP
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256

You prefer to be in full control of your fate, but you could easily
spend more time responding to external situations today than mani-
festing your own events. You depend on people for their well-honed
skills and the resources they bring to the table, but they also expect
certain things in return from you. Fortunately, creating your own
personal destiny is still possible as long as you take the needs of oth-
ers into consideration in the process. Developing compassion
enables you to maximize your potential in ways you never imagined. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

You are hoping to solidify the most important relationships in your
life today, but you keep falling back on your fantasies as you try to
express your needs. However, people in your immediate environ-
ment might not even appear interested in making your wishes come
true. But instead of slinking away to nurse your wounds, it’s much
more strategic to engage others from a different angle now. Your
chances for gratification improve when you face the facts instead of
retreating to the safety of your imagination. Remain open to the ele-
ment of surprise for the best results.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You might struggle to float through the tricky currents that carry you
this way and that way today. Although complex interpersonal
dynamics at work seem to be out of your control, you’re ready to
dive in to save the day anyway. Thankfully, temporarily setting aside
your personal desires enables you to deftly handle the volatility of
the current situation. Postpone the important discussions for next
week when the planets are more conducive for clearing the air.
Meanwhile, create a healthy distraction by doing something unex-
pected and extraordinary. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You’re ready for fun and games even before the weekend begins
and you can’t help but let the whole world know it. Although you
might not have any plans set in stone yet, you can imagine almost
anything is possible while dreamy Neptune trines the passionate
Scorpio Moon in your 5th House of Play. In fact, your fantasies are so
vivid today that you might even start to believe they’re true. The first
thing you should do is talk over your expectations with someone
you trust. Initiating a reality check now can save you from an awk-
ward moment later on.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Emotional interactions on the home front could lead to a messy
conflict that hijacks your weekend. Luckily, your current annoyance
won’t necessarily trigger a major confrontation if you’re willing to
utilize flexibility in your interactions with a close friend or relative.
Reduce the pressure now by dragging the feelings that lurk
beneath the surface out into the light. Even if a heart-to-heart con-
versation feels uncomfortable at first, being honest resolves the
tension before things get out of hand. If you toss water on the
embers today, you won’t have any fires to put out tomorrow. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Interpersonal communication might feel strained now, but main-
taining a healthy perspective is necessary instead of obsessing over
an issue that ultimately doesn’t matter. Your biggest concern isn’t
what to say; it’s whether or not to say anything at all so as not to dis-
turb the peace. However, denying the problem isn’t a satisfying
solution, so sit down for a heartfelt discussion today before it is too
late. You might just be pleasantly surprised when others enthusias-
tically meet you on common ground. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may be able to sail through the day, but you’re still afraid of hit-
ting rocks you can’t see from your vantage point. It’s difficult to tell
if you are drifting deeper into the choppy waters today or if you are
returning to the shallow waters of the shore. Either way, you must
get to the bottom of a relationship dilemma in order to reestablish
your equilibrium. Once you acknowledge your core values, your
vessel will regain its proper course. Maintaining balance is easy to
do when you have your priorities straight. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You normally undertake an emotional journey into your private
world of unexpressed feelings when the moody Moon makes her
monthly visit to your sign. However, the dynamics are more compli-
cated now because someone might be withholding important
information from you. Thankfully, there’s no need to kick and
scream for answers yet; it may just be your insecurities interfering
with reality. Simply observe what’s happening around you with a
healthy dose of detachment; everything will make more sense in

the days ahead.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You’re not in the mood for company now but retreat isn’t an option
when there are so many demands being made on your time. You
need to be at the top of your game mentally, not just for your bene-
fit but also for everyone who depends on you. Keep your eyes and
ears wide open. Staying in the communication loop today will pay
off over the weekend when social activities bring you the satisfac-
tion you seek. Sacrifice your solitude if you want to maintain your
credibility amongst your peers. 

You may be totally exasperated today because you know that fulfill-
ing your current responsibilities might not serve your long-term
interests. You clearly have ambitious goals, but must set them aside
now to cater to the needs of the group. The more you can focus on
the immediate tasks at hand, the faster you will finish. However,
people seem to be distracting you as if it is some sort of parlor
game to see who can keep you from your job the longest. Play
along for the sake of the team, but remember to return to the work
waiting for you as soon as possible. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You’re under the impression you can sense every single wave in the
universal sea of consciousness today. Nevertheless, it’s an impossi-
ble task to process all your perceptions when you are receiving so
many signals. The emotional intensity may be so great now that
you feel like shutting off your radar and going undercover.
However, the current trick is to focus on the small things and do
them well. Leave the big picture for another day when life isn’t so
noisy and complicated.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You’re not afraid of complicated logistics; in fact, you thrive on diffi-
cult mental puzzles and complex mechanical concepts. However,
you don’t enjoy being enmeshed in the tangled web of a sticky
emotional conundrum now. Unfortunately, there may be a weird
power struggle brewing that you can’t understand. Don’t push for
resolution yet unless you want to stir up a hornet’s nest. Be patient;
settling the score next week without conflict is likely if you can let it
go today. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 25/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:15
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
JZR 125 Bahrain 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 25/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20

IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
JZR 124 Bahrain 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
OMA 646 Muscat 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:50
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation

of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. The compass point that is one point east of due south.
4. A person skilled in testing for defects of vision in order to prescribe corrective glasses.
11. In bed.
15. Someone who is morally reprehensible.
16. Shackle that consists of a metal loop that can be locked around the wrist.
17. A door-like movable barrier in a fence or wall.
18. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by behavioral and learning disorders.
19. The property of having a relatively great size.
20. A former copper coin of Pakistan.
21. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing wholly or in part.
23. European freshwater fish resembling the roach.
24. A metallic element of the rare earth group.
26. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the Rhine.
27. Region of western Asia Minor colonized by Ancient Greeks.
30. According to the Old Testament he was a pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).
33. Wood of a sumac.
37. English courtier (a favorite of Elizabeth I) who tried to colonize Virginia.
39. (informal) Of the highest quality.
40. Wading birds of warm regions having long slender down-curved bills.
42. A grant made by a law court.
45. A river that rises in northern Colombia and flows generally eastward to the Orinoco in
central Venezuela.
47. A room or establishment where alcoholic drinks are served over a counter.
49. (British) Your grandmother.
50. Being one more than one.
56. East Indian tree whose leaves are used for fodder.
60. (of a liquid) Treated by having air passed or bubbled through it for purification.
62. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
66. The apparent displacement of an object as seen from two different points that are
not on a line with the object.
68. A nonmetallic bivalent element that is normally a colorless odorless tasteless non-
flammable diatomic gas.
70. A tax on various goods brought into a town.
71. Of or relating to Oman or its people.
74. A religious belief of African origin involving witchcraft and sorcery.
75. (Irish) The sea personified.
76. Extinct order of jawless vertebrates.
78. The most common computer memory which can be used by programs to perform
necessary tasks while the computer is on.
79. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms.
80. A person who lives in the dales of Northern England.
81. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Any of a number of fishes of the family Carangidae.
2. A Chadic language spoken in northern Nigeria.
3. Tropical starchy tuberous root.

C R O S S W O R D 9 7 1
4. The executive agency that advises the President on the federal budget.
5. A mound of stones piled up as a memorial or to mark a boundary or path.
6. Any rigid body structure composed primarily of keratin.
7. Soviet physicist who worked on low temperature physics (1908-1968).
8. Made agreeably cold (especially by ice).
9. A caustic detergent useful for removing grease.
10. Testacean rhizopods.
11. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
12. Obvious and dull.
13. An inactive volcano in Sicily.
14. Dearly loved.
22. A slender and greatly elongated solid substance.
25. A small pellet fired from an air rifle or BB gun.
28. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
29. English essayist (1775-1834).
31. A state in the United States in the central Pacific on the Hawaiian Islands.
32. (botany) Of or relating to the axil.
34. An independent group of closely related Chadic languages spoken in the area
between the Biu-Mandara and East Chadic languages.
35. A Roman Catholic priest who acts for another higher-ranking clergyman.
36. (Hindu) A manner of sitting (as in the practice of Yoga).
38. A ductile silvery-white ductile ferromagnetic trivalent metallic element of the rare
earth group.
41. Made by polymerizing butadiene.
43. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle where driver sits.
44. A Mid-Atlantic state on the Atlantic.
46. Scottish philosopher of common sense who opposed the ideas of David Hume
(1710-1796).
48. Shrubby lichens of the family Usneaceae having a flattened thallus.
51. (physics) A deformation of an object in which parallel planes remain parallel but are
shifted in a direction parallel to themselves.
52. A gathering of passengers sufficient to fill an automobile.
53. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
54. An island in Antigua and Barbuda.
55. A large and densely populated urban area.
57. French writer and existentialist philosopher (1905-1980).
58. A monosaccharide that contains six carbon atoms per molecule.
59. A public promotion of some product or service.
61. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that is highly corrosion-resistant.
63. 100 agorot equal 1 shekel.
64. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
65. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not the external persona) that is in touch with
the unconscious.
67. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
69. A city of central China.
72. A widely distributed system of free and fixed macrophages derived from bone mar-
row.
73. An anticipated outcome that is intended or that guides your planned actions.
77. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in bauxite.
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NEW YORK: Clayton Kershaw pitched a three-hitter,
retiring the first 18 batters in his second shutout of
the season, as the los Angeles Dodgers beat the New
York Mets 3-0 on Thursday night. Kershaw (8-6) now
has thrown 29 consecutive scoreless innings - 14 2/3
less than teammate Zack Greinke - and 11 career
shutouts. He was perfect until Curtis Granderson lined
a leadoff single in the seventh inning. The worst-hit-
ting team in the majors was all but helpless against
the three-time Cy Young Award winner. Kershaw
struck out 11 and did not walk a batter. He has fanned
38 without a walk in his last three outings. Jimmy
Rollins hits his ninth home run in the third inning for
first-place los Angeles and that was enough for
Kershaw (8-6). He improved to 6-0 with 1.34 ERA in his
career against the Mets. Bartolo Colon (9-9) did his
best to keep the Mets in it, tossing eight innings and
allowing five hits and one run.

CARDINALS 4, ROYALS 3
John lackey threw seven strong innings after a

shaky beginning, Trevor Rosenthal escaped his own
jam in the ninth and St louis beat Kansas City. Randal
Grichuk and Matt Carpenter hit two-run homers as
the Cardinals won in the makeup of a rainout last
month. As in the originally scheduled game, St. louis
and Kansas City led their league in wins and lackey
(9-5) and Chris Young (8-6) were the scheduled
starters. Rosenthal, pitching for the third straight day,
took over to begin the ninth with a 4-2 lead. Alex Rios
led off with a single and Omar Infante followed with a
triple. The Royals went on to put runners on second
and third with no outs, but Rosenthal held on for his
30th save in 32 chances. Mike Moustakas grounded
out to end it.

ASTROS 5, RED SOX 4
Jose Altuve homered with one out in the bottom

of the ninth, the last of his four hits, and Houston
Astros beat Boston to extend the Red Sox’s losing
streak to a season-high eight games. The game was
tied at 4-all when Altuve connected off Craig Breslow
(0-1) and homered into the seats in left-center. The
play was reviewed and confirmed. Marwin Gonzalez
and Colby Rasmus both went deep for the Astros,
who lead the majors with 135 home runs. Josh Fields
pitched a scoreless ninth for the win (3-1). Boston’s
David Ortiz cut the lead to 4-3 with a solo homer off

Will Harris with no outs in the eighth. Mike Napoli’s
RBI double off closer luke Gregerson later in the
inning tied it.

TWINS 3, ANGELS 0
Ervin Santana pitched eight innings of four-hit ball

against his former team, and Minnesota snapped
both its four-game skid and los Angeles’ seven-game
winning streak. Trevor Plouffe hit a three-run homer
in the fourth inning for the Twins, who wrapped their
six-game California road trip with bookend wins.
Santana (2-0) was outstanding in his fourth start for
Minnesota after throwing 7 2-3 scoreless innings in
Oakland last week. He spent his first eight major
league seasons with the Angels, winning 96 games
from 2005-12. Garrett Richards (10-7) yielded four hits
over eight innings in his second loss in three starts.
The Angels had won 13 of 15 and 17 of 20 while
climbing atop the Al West.

YANKEES 9, ORIOLES 3
Jacoby Ellsbury finished a triple shy of the cycle

and drove in four runs and Chase Headley hit a three-
run double in the first inning as New York completed
a three-game sweep of Baltimore to bolster its spot
atop the Al East.

Masahiro Tanaka (7-3) won his third straight start,
allowing three solo homers and a double in 7 2-3
innings to help New York to its ninth win in 11 games.
The Yankees are 12 over .500 at 53-41 for the first
time since May 25, 2013, their high point that season.
Ellsbury homered, had a sacrifice fly and a two-run
double among three hits. With a chance at the cycle,
he grounded back to the pitcher in the eighth. Didi
Gregorius followed Headley’s bases-clearing hit with
an RBI single off Ubaldo Jimenez as New York
increased their major league-leading total of first-
inning runs to 86.

PIRATES 7, NATIONALS 3
Francisco liriano allowed three hits over six-plus

dominant innings and Pittsburgh raced by
Washington. liriano (6-6) struck out 11 against three
walks as the Pirates returned from a miserable post
All-Star break road trip to drop the Nl East-leading
Nationals. Andrew McCutchen, Pedro Alvarez and
Francisco Cervelli homered for Pittsburgh, which end-
ed a seven-game losing streak to Washington.

Starling Marte and Jung Ho Kang added two hits
apiece for the Pirates, who acquired third baseman
Aramis Ramirez from Milwaukee before the game to
bolster an infield dealing with injuries to Josh
Harrison and Jordy Mercer. Doug Fister (3-6) labored
through five innings, giving up four runs and nine hits
to drop his third straight decision. Ian Desmond had
two of Washington’s six hits, including a two-run
homer in the ninth.

DIAMONDBACKS 8, BREWERS 3
Zack Godley struck out seven in six shutout

innings in his major league debut, leading Arizona to a
victory over Milwaukee. Godley, a 25-year-old right-
hander called up from Double-A before Thursday’s
game, held the Brewers to four hits, sprinting off the
mound to the dugout after each inning. He got run
support from 13 Diamondbacks hits, including three
with two RBIs for AJ Pollock. Yasmany Tomas gave the
Diamondbacks an early lead with a solo home run in
the second inning. The Brewers failed to score in the
third after putting runners on first and third with no
outs. Gerardo Parra grounded back to Godley, who
threw to second base for a force out.  Diamondbacks
shortstop Nick Ahmed then threw home, and Arizona
got a double play when Oscar Hernandez tagged the
Brewers’ Hernan Perez at the plate.

MARINERS 3, TIGERS 2, 12 INNINGS
Mike Zunino’s RBI double in the top of the 12th

inning gave Seattle a win over Detroit. Chris Taylor
started the 12th with a single off Ian Krol (1-3), and
Zunino tried to bunt him to second. After two failed
attempts, Zunino doubled down the left-field line.
Yoenis Cespedes misread the bounce off the fence,
allowing Taylor to score the go-ahead run. Tom
Wilhelmsen pitched the bottom of the 12th for his
first save of the season after Fernando Rodney (3-4)
threw a scoreless 11th. Neither starter was involved in
the decision. David Price, the subject of trade rumors
with Detroit (47-48) struggling to get above .500,
allowed two runs in eight-plus innings. Seattle’s
Hisashi Iwakuma allowed two runs in seven innings.

BLUE JAYS 5, ATHLETICS 2
Russell Martin homered, doubled and drove in

three runs, Josh Donaldson went deep against his for-
mer team and Toronto powered past Oakland. The

Blue Jays continued their pop at the plate to give
knuckleballer R.A. Dickey (4-10) all the support he
needed. Dickey allowed two runs and five hits in 8 1-3
innings in place of ill starter Drew Hutchison, who is
scheduled to take the mound in Friday’s series open-
er at Seattle instead. Drew Pomeranz started after the
A’s traded lefty Scott Kazmir to Houston for a pair of
minor leaguers before the game. Pomeranz gave up
two runs in 1 2-3 innings, and the bullpen also strug-
gled to contain Toronto’s potent hitters. Bo Schultz
got Ike Davis to ground into a double play for his first
career save. Dan Otero (2-4) allowed two runs in three
innings for the loss.

WHITE SOX 8, INDIANS 1
Jeff Samardzija, perhaps pitching for the final time

in a Chicago uniform, allowed one run in eight
innings and Melky Cabrera homered from both sides
of the plate, leading the White Sox to a victory over
Cleveland. Samardzija (7-5), who has been the subject
of trade rumors with the July 31 deadline approach-
ing, held the Indians to four hits, struck out three and
didn’t walk a batter. Cabrera hit a leadoff homer in
the fourth off right-hander Trevor Bauer to break a
scoreless tie. He added a two-run shot off left-hander
Kyle Crockett in the seventh. Cabrera has homered
from both sides of the plate twice in his career, the
first time on July 28, 2014, against Boston. Alexei
Ramirez hit a three-run homer in the fourth while
Adam Eaton homered to lead off the fifth and
Chicago snapped a four-game losing streak.

MARLINS 4, PADRES 0
Tom Koehler threw seven strong innings, combin-

ing with two relievers on a three-hitter that lifted
Miami to a win over San Diego. Koehler (8-6) walked
four and hit a batter, but the right-hander limited the
Padres to three singles and successfully worked out of
the only jam he faced. Koehler, Steve Cishek and Mike
Dunn handed San Diego its major league-high 14th
shutout. Miami won its third straight on the road for
the first time this season. The Marlins used five con-
secutive singles with two outs, along with a wild pitch
and two errors on the same play, to score four runs in
the sixth inning to break a scoreless tie. Tyson Ross (6-
8) was dominant early before he faltered in the sixth.
Ross allowed four runs - three earned - and eight hits
over 5 2/3 innings with eight strikeouts. —AP
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Dodgers blank New York Mets 3-0

SAN DIEGO: Adeiny Hechavarria #3 of the Miami Marlins steals second base ahead of the tag of Alexi Amarista #5 of the San Diego Padres during the third inning of a
baseball game at Petco Park July 23, 2015 in California. —AFP
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TORONTO: Canada’s Damian Warner performs during the pole vault in the men’s decathlon competition at
the Pan Am Games, Thursday, July 23, 2015, in Toronto. —AP

HAVANA: For eight years, Cuban boxer Namibia Flores has
leaned in with a clenched jaw and raised guard to throw
punches against all male training partners. Flores follows the
same preparation as her male opponents. She lifts the same
truck tires and waits for the same opportunity to catch a break
and get the chance to fight for her country. But the 39-year-
old woman with a body sculpted by grueling training is in a
unique race against time to achieve an athletic dream in a
country where female boxing is not recognized. “I don’t see
what is so dangerous for women,” Flores says, hair pulled back
tight as she dons a foam helmet and steps into the ring to take
on a male opponent. Battling against odds and time, Flores
punches on, hoping to fight for her nation, be an ambassador
for the sport and an example for the women she hopes fight
next.

Feminine ‘beauty’
Boxing is wildly popular in Cuba and the country has won

67 Olympic medals in the sport, more than any other nation
apart from the much larger United States. Other sports on the
communist island are much more open to females, but boxing
remains a redoubt of machismo and women are barred from
competing. Flores has likely already missed her chance to
compete in the Olympics, which added women’s boxing in
2012 with an age limit of 40. While the subject of women’s
boxing isn’t frequently discussed publicly by sport authorities,
sources close to the country’s boxing federation told AFP the
opening of boxing for women was under negotiation, giving
Flores reason for hope.

Inside a decrepit gym west of Havana, Flores is drenched in
sweat in the ring during a sweltering Caribbean summer. She
throws a straight left trying to get through the defense of her
partner and then follows that with a powerful right, exhaling
loudly. “Namibia has good physical strength, good technique,
she hits hard,” says her sparring partner of eight years,
Jonathan. “There are women like Namibia who have such
adrenaline, they need to release that energy,” comments
Flores’s coach Isidro Barzaga off to the side. 

By watching his protegee, Barzaga hopes other women will
be inspired to box. But women’s boxing still faces an uphill
battle. In 2009 as the sport was beginning to take off around
the world, Pedro Roque, then a technical director of Cuban
boxing, said that to protect feminine “beauty” it is necessary
to keep women from taking blows to the face. “I don’t see how
boxing deprives women of their femininity, women are femi-
nine at any time in any sport,” Jonathan said.

For Flores, boxing is an indispensable part of her life. “With
boxing I can remove the negative energy that builds up home,
at work, day after day,” Flores says. Crossing gloves with men
daily gives her a thrill unlike any other. “I dominate some,” she
says, but “others surpass me”. Last March, Flores traveled to
the United States to attend a screening of documentary about
her called “Boxeadora.” While in the United States, she trav-
eled to numerous cities and received offers to join American
clubs. But Flores says she won’t abandon her home nation.
“Why fight for the United States... if where I learned boxing is
here,” she said before joining her coach in another intense
training session.—AFP

In Cuba, woman boxer 
fights to get into ring

Top Russian golfer
could emerge soon:

British pro
ROSTOV-ON-DON: Russia and the former Soviet Union have
produced world and Olympic champions in virtually every sport
over the last century but no Russian has ever made an impact at
the top level in golf. There were no golf clubs in Russia under the
Communists with the first 18-hole course built in the Moscow
suburbs in 1994. While the world’s biggest country is not exactly
undergoing a golfing revolution, the sport is growing with new
nine and 18-hole courses opening every year and some see
Russia as a potential breeding ground for a future top talent.

Jon Marlor, who comes from Leeds in northern England,
joined the professional ranks when he was 16 and after a decent
career at the lower levels of the game turned his hand to teach-
ing and coaching in Florida and New York. The 42-year-old is
now the professional at the Golf & Country Club in Rostov-on-
Don, in the southwest of European Russia, which opened earlier
this year and believes the country is close to producing its first
elite-level player. “I believe that within a couple of years a top
Russian could get on to the higher ranks of the PGA tour,” he
told Reuters when a group of international reporters on a tour of
Russia’s World Cup soccer venues visited his club.

“They have produced so many great sportsmen and women
in so many sports. “They have the facilities, the discipline and the
character. “All it really needs is one player to really spark the
flame. Where was golf in Spain before Seve (Ballesteros), one of
the greatest golfers ever. Look at what Bernhard Langer did in
Germany-they really blew the game open in those countries. “I
believe the same could happen here.” Golf in Russia is still in its
infancy, not only because of adverse natural conditions and the
relatively small number of golf courses, but also because it never
took root alongside other sports in the Soviet era and has been
slow to progress since the fall of communism.

Currently former world number one tennis player Yevgeny
Kafelnikov has established himself as Russia’s top golfer, though
he has yet to make a single cut after competing in more than 20
career events on the European Tour and its satellite Challenge
Tour. Kafelnikov, 41, is ranked 1,613th in the world-as low as the
rankings go-along with several of his compatriots. The most suc-
cessful women’s golfer in Russia is 29-year-old Maria Balikoeva,
who is currently ranked 71st in the 2015 Ladies European Tour
(LET) order of merit. Balikoeva, the first Russian to become a full-
time member of the LET, has recorded several top-10s on the
Tour with career-best ties for fourth at the 2014 Turkish Airlines
Ladies Open and also at the 2013 HONMA Pilsen Golf Masters.

Eastern Europe
Tour events in eastern Europe are few and far between but

Ireland’s Padraig Harrington, a triple major winner, told Reuters
earlier this year that he felt Russia could make the same sort of
impact on the game as China, which hosts four events on the
2014-15 European Tour. “As far as I am concerned, it will help in
driving the game forward,” said Harrington. “Russia, surely, is an
untapped market in golf. You only have to look at how far
China has progressed ... given that this year was the 10th
anniversary of the Volvo China Open being on the European
Tour calendar.”

Oksana Reznikova, the Don club’s director admits that it is an
expensive sport for most ordinary Russians. Her club, a nine-hole
course which could be expanded to 18 later, has only 14 regis-
tered members, although hundreds come to play there. “The
annual fee is 210,000 roubles ($3,648), and the initial payment to
join is several million roubles which is quite expensive-but you
have unlimited access to these fantastic facilities,” she said.
“When we had an open day recently there were more than 300
people who turned up, and many have come back. They aren’t
members but the interest is growing,” she added. —Reuters

TORONTO: Decathlete Damian Warner paid back his
family and friends for their support in Pan American
Games gold on Thursday, but the price may have been
steep, the Canadian gambling with a podium finish at
the world championships. For Warner, who grew up
two hours from the Pan Am stadium, the considerable
risk was worth the reward, a Games gold on home soil in
front of his mom to hang alongside the Commonwealth
Games gold he won last year.

But it is Olympic and world championship titles that
really matter. The biggest of these will be on offer a year

from now at the Rio Summer Games, the other up for
grabs next month in Beijing. Regarded as the ultimate
athletes, decathletes generally compete in full 10-event
competitions just twice a year. Warner will attempt to
jam two major competitions on two different continents
into five weeks. The 25-year-old did not come to the Pan
Ams as a tune-up for the Worlds, targeting instead the
19-year-old national record of 8,626 points held by
Michael Smith and smashing it with a personal best
score of 8,659.

“I knew I wanted the Canadian record so bad, I didn’t

think there was a better place to get it than here at
home,” said Warner, who competed in his first
decathlon at the same York University site. “Before the
1,500 meters I saw my mom and my uncle and a whole
bunch of friends and I was a little emotional and I just
tried to hold it all together and I go out there and take
care of business.” The toll for competing in 10 events
crammed into two grueling days is considered one of
the sport’s supreme tests, so much so that the Olympic
champion is crowned with the mythical title of world’s
greatest athlete. —Reuters

Debt paid in gold, Warner looking ahead to Worlds
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SAINT-JEAN-DE-MAURIENNE: Nairo Quintana
will be aiming to cement the special relationship
between Colombia and Alp d’Huez when tackling
the mystical Tour de France climb today. The 25-
year-old 2014 Giro d’Italia champion may be the
most famous Colombian cyclist and Alp d’Huez the
most iconic mountain in the sport, but it was Luis
‘Lucho’ Herrera who paved the way for riders in the
Andean country 31 years ago. It was Monday, July
17 in 1984 on the 151km 17th stage of the Tour de
France from Grenoble to Alpe d’Huez when the 23-
year-old Colombian climber announced his talent
to the world.

The day started badly for Herrera, who was ini-
tially distanced by the peloton as French pair
Laurent Fignon and Bernard Hinault, the two
favorites, battled for supremacy. But Herrera man-
aged to cling on and by the foot of Alpe d’Huez he
was alongside Fignon. Herrera attacked and reeled
in Hinault before going on to win the stage at the
Alpine colossus’ summit, joining the likes of cycling
legends Fausto Coppi and Joop Zoetemelk as win-
ners on Alpe d’Huez. Herrera, officially still an ama-
teur, went on to finish the race 27th overall as
Fignon won his second Tour-a year later Hinault
would take revenge but France has not had a Tour
winner since.

The Colombian star would enjoy many more
great days in cycling, winning the 1987 Vuelta a
Espana and that same year earning his best finish
in the Tour-fifth. He would also win five king of the
mountain jerseys across the three Grand Tours and
triumph in the prestigious Criterium du Dauphine
twice. But it is the inspiration he provided for a
generation of Colombian climbers that has per-
haps marked him down in cycling’s record books.
“It was spectacular in that moment and very
important for Colombian cycling,” said Quintana.

Herrera, who would go on to win two more
Tour stages, himself admitted years later: “I never
imagined that this victory would be remembered
to such an extent.” There have been eight more
Colombian Tour stage winners since Herrera,
including Quintana, while others such as Rigoberto
Uran, the Oylmpic silver medalist, have also
impressed. “For Colombian cycling, ‘Lucho’ Herrera
is the man who opened the door,” Uran, twice run-
ner-up at the Giro, including to Quintana said.

“He’s a huge institution in Colombian and an excel-
lent example.” Since Herrera, Quintana enjoyed a
great ride on Alpe d’Huez in 2013 when he dis-
tanced Chris Froome, the Tour winner that year.

But Quintana finished fourth that day behind
Frenchman Christophe Riblon, who was part of a
seven-man breakaway. Two days later he did taste

victory in the Alps but Quintana is determined to
etch his name into the Alpe d’Huez annals this
time around. “Independent of the great Lucho’s
victory, it’s a climb I like a lot and that I always try
to tackle well, ever more so this time as I need to!”
said Quintana. The Movistar team leader is bat-
tling with Froome for victory at the Tour this year

and Alpe d’Huez will be the final opportunity
before the finale in Paris for someone to stake
their claim for the yellow jersey. If Quintana could
win the 20th stage and in so doing rip the yellow
jersey from Froome’s grasp, Colombia would at
last have a performance to eclipse the great
‘Lucho’ Herrera.—AFP 

Quintana bidding to eclipse ‘Lucho’ Herrera

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MAURIENNE: A combination of pictures shows (top left) Cyclists climbing the Lacets de Montvernier ; (top right) Great
Britain’s Geraint Thomas, Great Britain’s Christopher Froome, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, Colombia’s Nairo Quintana,
wearing the best young’s white jersey, and Spain’s Alberto Contador climbing the Lacets de Montvernier; (above left) cyclists riding;
and (above right) France’s Romain Bardet crossing the finish line as part of the 186,5 km eighteenth stage of the 102nd edition of the
Tour de France cycling race between Gap and Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne, French Alps. —AFP 

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MAURIENNE: Nairo Quintana
may be running out of options at the Tour de
France but he says the next two Alpine stages will
favor him over race leader Chris Froome. Quintana
has been quietly coming to the boil at the Tour
after an unremarkable first week which left him
two minutes behind Froome. The 25-year-old
Colombian then lost another minute to his British
rival on the first mountain stage in the Pyrenees
but since then he’s been gradually coming into
top form.

Quintana has tried probing a few times on
climbs in the Alps but it is the next two stages
“with lots of climbs and big changes in altitude”
that he thinks will be decisive, and will give him an
advantage over Froome. Although stretching his
legs with a couple of half-hearted accelerations on
Thursday’s 18th stage, but without truly attacking
the Sky leader, Quintana vowed: “Tomorrow
(Friday) we’ll race differently.”

Friday’s 138km 19th stage begins with the
tough 15.4km first category (6.3 percent average
gradient) Col du Chaussy right from the off before
scaling the 22.4km hors category (6.9 percent) Col
de la Croix de Fer. Thereafter there’s still the 5.7km
second category (6.8 percent) Col du Mollard and
the 18km first category (6.1 percent) finish up to
La Toussuire. “Up until now Froome hasn’t made

any mistakes nor suffered any weaknesses,” said
Quintana’s Movistar manager Eusebio Unzue.

“He’s descended as well as anyone else and has
controlled all his rivals.  “We’re hoping that with
the accumulation of stages, one day he won’t be
able to recover as well, he’ll be a little less strong
and we’ll be able to try something. “However, he’s
leading the race on his own merits.” It is the num-
ber of ascents and a mounting of climbing that
may give Quintana a chance to attack Froome and
eat into his 3min 10sec deficit.  With just two
stages left in which to make a difference, Quintana
is the only realistic rival to Froome in most peo-
ple’s minds.

But if he had to choose a stage to win, it would
be Saturday’s 20th which finishes on Alpe d’Huez.
“I think the finish at La Toussuire is very beautiful
but Alpe d’Huez is more renown, more iconic and I
prefer it,” said Quintana.  Whatever Quintana and
teammate Alejandro Valverde-third at 4min 09sec-
do, Froome says he’ll be ready for it. “I don’t actu-
ally know the first climb (on Friday-Chaussy), I will
be seeing it for the first time,” said the 30-year-old.
“Certainly I know La Toussuire at the finish, it’s a
tough climb. The easiest part is towards the top so
it could be quite a tactical climb once we reach the
final 4km-5km. “Personally, I’m expecting Movistar
to put in lot of attacks!”— AFP 

ST PETERSBURG: Russia insists fans will not face
problems following their teams around Russia
for the 2018 World Cup, even as FIFA’s schedule
gave some competitors lengthy travel distances
in the group stage. FIFA announced the full
World Cup schedule yesterday, a day ahead of
the preliminary draw.  Even though no venues
are in the Asian part of Russia, some teams will
rack up the miles in the world’s largest country.
One team in Group D will start in the western
exclave of Kaliningrad, near the border with
Poland, before heading more than 1,000 miles
south to Volgograd and then back north to St
Petersburg for a total distance of 2,064 miles.

Another team in Group G will head from the
southern city of Sochi, last year’s Winter Olympic
host, then Moscow before going east to
Yekaterinburg in the Ural Mountains for a total
distance of 1,728 miles. Still, the distances are far
shorter than the ones during last year’s tourna-
ment in Brazil. Russian Sports Minister Vitaly
Mutko, who also oversees World Cup prepara-
tions, said fans would be able to cope. “In Russia
it’s easy,” he said. “Communications are very well
built, we’ve actually got air travel, rail travel, car
travel, water transport. We don’t see any prob-
lems here.” 

The cities of Kazan, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara
and Sochi will host the quarterfinals as FIFA skips
the big cities where the semifinals and final will
be played. With the exception of Sochi, all are in
central Russia on the Volga river. Moscow will
host two games in the round of 16, one at
Spartak Stadium and one at Luzhniki Stadium.
Each of the 12 stadiums will host four group
matches, with all seeded teams playing once in
Moscow. Organizers previously announced the
semifinals will be in St Petersburg on July 10 and
at Luzhniki the following day, and the final will
be at the 81,000-capacity Luzhniki on July 15.  

Host Russia will open in Moscow on June 14,
then will play its second Group A match in St
Petersburg and close its first round in Samara,
which Mutko called “a major football region.”
Some teams are expected to base in cities away
from the venues, adding distance to their travels.
Base locations suggested by organizers include
cities in Russia’s volatile North Caucasus region,
such as Grozny, the capital of Chechnya. Russia
says the North Caucasus cities are safe despite
occasional outbreaks of violence, including an
incident in December in Grozny when Islamist
militants waged a gun battle with police that left
at least 20 dead.— AP 

Alps favor us, says 

Movistar’s Quintana
Long trips across Russia 

await fans at 2018 WCup



KAZAN: German duo Patrick Hausding and Sascha
Klein insist they face a near-mission impossible in
their bid to stop China dominating the diving at
the world aquatic championships, which start
today. Two years ago in Barcelona, Hausding and
Klein won gold in the synchronized 10 meter plat-
form to prevent a Chinese sweep as their divers
claimed nine of the ten world titles on offer.
Chinese divers have an enviable record in recent
major events. They claimed six out of eight golds at
the London 2012 Olympics and won ten out of ten
on home soil when the world championships were
held in Shanghai four years ago, as well as seven
out of eight victories at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

This time around in Kazan, Russia, Chinese
divers will again be the ones to beat. Hausding
admits the German pair have their work cut out to
repeat their gold-medal winning feat when their
event takes place on Sunday. “If you look at things
realistically, gold isn’t really there for us. Once
again, the Chinese would have to do us a favor and
slip up,” said Hausding ahead of the action at
Kazan’s Aquatics Palace. “Our goal is a medal to be
sure of our place for the Olympics.” In Barcelona,
the Chinese pair of Cao Yuan and Zhang Yanquan
could only finish third and Cao, the 2012 London

Olympic 10m platform gold medalist, will be drop-
ping down to compete in the three meters individ-
ual and synchronized in Kazan.

“As a former platform diver, it is going to be the
first time for me to compete in the springboard at a
world championships and I have a great number of
pressures,” said the 20-year-old, who started diving
aged five. “Obviously we are facing some great
opponents from other countries, such as the UK’s
Jack Laugher and Russia’s Evgeny Kuzenetsov and
Ilya Zkharov.” Zkharov, the Olympic 3m individual
springboard champion, will have the home crowd
behind him, as will his 3m synchro partner
Kuzenetsov, who has world and Olympic silver
medals in the event. Tom Daley, 21, will lead the
British diving team looking to better the 10m plat-
form bronze he won at the London Olympics hav-
ing finished second in this year’s world series to
China’s Yang Jian.

But 20-year-old Jack Laugher from Yorkshire,
England, is another name to watch out for having
seen off Hausding and Cao to win the three metre
springboard by winning three of the six world
series meetings. He has already tasted success in
Kazan after becoming the only non-Chinese diver
to take the gold in the men’s events, winning the

3m springboard at the world series event in April.
Surprisingly He Chong, the 28-year-old 2008
Olympic champion in the 3m springboard and
three-time world champion, has failed to qualify for
the event, leaving younger brother He Chao to car-
ry the family name in Kazan.  “It is weird that my
older brother is unable to compete with me
together since competing with him has also been
my dream,” said He, who won 1m springboard
gold at last year’s Asian games.

“It’s going to be my first ever world champi-
onships, and I do not know what to expect. “My
older brother has been one of best springboard
divers in the world, and I hope that I could reach
my goal at the international competitions.” There
promises to be a battle royal in the men’s 10m plat-
form in the final diving event on August 2 with
Daley up against Chinese platform stars Yang Jian,
the 2014 world cup winner, and twice world cham-
pion Qiu Bo. Wu Minxia, the four-time Olympic
gold medalist, will be competing at women’s 3m
synchronized springboard this Sunday with her
partner, Shi Tingmao in an event the Chinese pair
have made their own. They have not lost any inter-
national competitions since they started to work
together in 2013. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa host world champions
New Zealand at Ellis Park today in the latest episode of a
rivalry between the top two ranked rugby nations that
invariably delivers drama. Last year at the same
Johannesburg stadium, a monster last-minute penalty
goal by replacement fly-half Patrick Lambie earned the
Springboks a rare recent victory. It was only the second
loss suffered by the No 1-ranked All Blacks since they won
the 2011 World Cup in Auckland, and ended a run of five
consecutive victories over their greatest rivals. Despite
home advantage and the backing of most in an expected
sell-out 62,000 crowd, the Springboks start as underdogs
in the Rugby Championship second-round showdown.

South Africa surrendered a 13-point lead when losing
at the death in Australia last Saturday a day after New
Zealand cruised to a five-try 39-18 victory over Argentina

in Christchurch. With the southern hemisphere tourna-
ment trimmed from six rounds to three because the World
Cup kicks off on September 18 in England, the All Blacks
could clinch a fourth consecutive title this weekend. A
bonus-point New Zealand victory and a home win for
Argentina over Australia in which no bonus points are
secured would give the title-holders an unassailable six-
point advantage with one round left.

But when the Test begins as dusk envelopes African
financial hub Johannesburg, rival coaches Heyneke Meyer
and Steve Hansen will have one eye on the Championship
and one on the World Cup. All Blacks handler Hansen has
rung the changes when announcing three starting line-
ups, with the visit to Johannesburg preceded by a 25-16
Test win in Samoa and the pounding of the Pumas. The
coach who succeeded Graham Henry after the 2011 World

Cup triumph has chosen three right wingers, three centre
partnerships, three scrum-halves and three lock pairings.

So deep is the reservoir of All Blacks talent, first-choice
fly-half Dan Carter and centre-cum-offload magician
Sonny Bill Williams have been ‘rested’ for the Ellis Park
game. “We have got to develop combinations and versatil-
ity,” stresses Hansen, “because if a player is injured during
the World Cup he is out for the rest of the tournament.
“Facing South Africa will be a pressure situation and there
is no better place than Johannesburg to get answers
about players.”  He will demand a plan to stop South
Africa copying Argentina, who scored two tries in quick
succession off driving mauls from line-outs. Driving-maul
tries are a Springbok speciality with flanker Heinrich
Brussow, recalled after four years in the Test wilderness, a
regular scorer. —AFP 
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World giants Springboks, All Blacks square up

KAZAN: A diver trains before the opening ceremony of the 2015 FINA World Championships in Kazan yesterday. — AFP 

Sopoaga,
Broadhurst 
to debut for

All Blacks
J O H A N N E S B U R G :  P l a y m a k e r  L i m a
S o p o a g a  a n d  t o w e r i n g  l o c k  J a m e s
Broadhurst will debut for the All Blacks
against South Africa in Johannesburg
today as the world champions continue
to blood new talent ahead of the World
Cup. With coach Steve Hansen eager to
build his squad’s depth,  the pair  are
among seven changes to the starting
line-up that beat Argentina 39-18 in
their Rugby Championship opener last
w e e k .  I n  t h e  f o r w a r d s ,  D a n e  C o l e s
replaces Keven Mealamu as hooker, with
Liam Messam taking Jerome Kaino’s spot
at blindside flanker and Broadhurst edg-
ing out Luke Romano.

In the backs, Conrad Smith replaces
centre Sonny Bill Williams, Aaron Smith
comes in at half-back for TJ Perenara
a n d  B e n  S m i t h  r e p l a c e s  t h e  i n j u r e d
Waiseke Naholo on the right wing. With
Dan Carter being rested, the biggest
selection debate for the Test was who
would don the number 10 jersey, with
Sopoaga,  Beauden Barrett  and Colin
Slade all in contention. Sopoaga, who
helped steer the Otago Highlanders to a
S u p e r  1 5  w i n  t h i s  y e a r ,  s a i d  h e  w a s
thrilled to be making his debut in the
cauldron of Ellis Park. “They call it a Test
for a reason, to test whether you’re good
enough, I guess we’ll find out today’s
n ight  whether  I  am or  not , ”  he  to ld
reporters.

Hansen said the 24-year-old needed
to replicate the skills he had shown for
the Highlanders at Test level. “First and
foremost, he’s got to be able to drive the
team around the park,” he said. “He’s got
a good kicking game, a good running
game and it’s these things we’re looking
at.” Broadhurst had a breakthrough year
with the Wellington Hurricanes this sea-
son, helping them to the Super 15 final.
Hansen said the 26-year-old, who stands
2.01 meters (s ix foot six inches)  tal l ,
would need to muscle up against the
Springboks. “It’s a step-up physically.
He’s probably not going to get too many
more bigger challenges from a physical
point of view,” he said.  “He’s got to be
right in the heart of it. The tight five is
where Test matches are won.”— AFP 

Diving - Rivals out to break 
China’s diving domination
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TOKYO: Japanese organizers
revealed the emblem of the 2020
Tokyo Olympics yesterday, five
years to the day before the open-
ing ceremony. The emblem is
based on “T,” standing for Tokyo,
tomorrow, and team. It was
designed by Japanese artist
Kenjiro Sato. The ceremony at
Tokyo City Hall and was attended
by Tokyo organizing committee
president Yoshiro Mori, Tokyo
governor Yoichi Masuzoe and IOC
vice president John Coates. “(The)
emblem reflects the vibrant
nature of the city and the wel-
coming spirit of its citizens,”
Coates said.

Tokyo’s preparations have
been bogged down lately by the
controversy over a new National
Stadium. After initially selecting a
design by award-winning archi-
tect Zaha Hadid, the Japanese
government scrapped those
plans because costs pushed the
price of the stadium to $2 billion.
Construction of the stadium was
supposed to begin in October
and be completed in May 2019 in
time for that year’s Rugby World
Cup. The government will now
have to choose a new design
through an international compe-
tition, meaning the new National
Stadium won’t be finished until
the spring of 2020.— AP 

Organizers reveal emblem 

for 2020 Tokyo Olympics

Nevill set to keep Test 

place; Cummins strikes

DERBY: Australia wicket-keeper Peter Nevill was set to
retain his Test place after being chosen ahead of Brad
Haddin behind the stumps for  the tour  match with
Derbyshire at the County Ground yesterday. Nevill took
seven catches on his international debut and made a quick
45 in his only innings as Australia thrashed England by 405
runs in the second Test at Lord’s last week to level the five-
match Ashes series at 1-1. First-choice gloveman Brad
Haddin didn’t play at Lord’s after withdrawing for “family
reasons”. Australia played both keepers against Derbyshire
in  thei r  last  match before  the  th i rd  Ashes  Test  at
Edgbaston starts  on Wednesday.   But  i t  was  Nevi l l ,
Haddin’s deputy at New South Wales, who kept yesterday,
with Haddin in the outfield.

Nevill and Australia’s back-up bowlers only had one ses-
sion in which to impress on yesterday’s second day as rain
meant there was no play after lunch.  That was time
enough for New South Wales paceman Pat Cummins to
mark his first bowling stint in first-class cricket after nearly
two years out with a wicket during a six-over spell costing
20 runs. Derbyshire were 81 for two in reply to Australia’s
first innings 413 for nine declared-a deficit of 332 runs-
when the umpires abandoned play for the day at 3:00pm
local time (1400 GMT). Wayne Madsen, the Derbyshire cap-
tain, was 14 not out and Scott Elstone 13 not out. The 22-
year-old Cummins was called up late into the squad after
Ryan Harris’s injury-induced retirement on the eve of
Australia’s 169-run first Test defeat in Cardiff.

Nervous 
Cummins had been sidelined from first-class cricket

with back and foot problems since playing for Australia A
against South Africa A in July and August 2013.But the
New South Wales fast bowler, who took seven wickets in
his lone Test against South Africa at Johannesburg in 2011,
looked lively yesterday. “It felt good, to get a full session in
and two spells,” said Cummins, who ended a composed
opening stand of 49 when he had New Zealand’s Hamish
Rutherford caught behind by Nevill for 14. 

“It was the first game for a while so I was pretty happy
with how it went.  I was a little bit nervous. The boys were
getting into (joking with) me a little bit about forgetting
what to do and a few of them were saying ‘this is actually a
red ball not a white ball’.” As for the prospect of a Test
recall this trip, Cummins said: “It’s still a long way away.
“Getting over here was really exciting. To have a game,
knowing myself that I’m ready in case I get a call up is
pretty exciting and make me remember that I want to
make that step up into the (Test) side again,” he added.    

Derbyshire’s 49 for one become 55 for two when all-
rounder Shane Watson, dropped for the second Test in
favor of Mitchell Marsh, induced a top edge from Ben
Slater (20) which was caught by a back-pedaling Adam
Voges at first slip. However, with Australia resting all their
frontline bowlers, no member of the tourists’ attack at
Derby was set to play at Edgbaston.  Australia captain
Michael Clarke declared before play resumed.  Cummins
was 21 not out after openers David Warner and Shaun
Marsh had both retired out on 101 on Thursday.  Teenage
paceman Will Davis marked his first-class debut by leading
Derbyshire’s attack with three for 63 in 15 overs, a haul
that saw him have star batsman Clarke caught in the slips
for just 16.— AFP 

MOSCOW: The 2018 World Cup qualifying draw takes place
in Saint Petersburg today with the national game of hosts
Russia in total disarray. Rudderless without a federation chief
or coach Russia are in serious danger of missing out on Euro
2016. They were left without a manager after the sacking last
week of Fabio Capello following a lengthy contractual dis-
pute and a string of below par results. The search for the
Italian’s successor has so far proved fruitless. The appoint-
ment of a new head coach has been seriously compromised
by a lack of leadership after Nikolai Tolstykh was forced out
as president of the Russian Football Union (RFU) in May. 

The RFU’s deputy head is 88-year-old Nikita Simonyan

who says no major decisions would be made until a new
federation president is elected. The only candidate is Russian
Sports minister Vitaly Mutko after Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev agreed he could serve in two capacities. Mutko is
no stranger to the RFU, having served as its head from 2005
to 2009. The RFU elections are on September 2, three days
before Russia’s next Euro qualifier, a potentially decisive fix-
ture against Sweden, lying second in their group. Mutko has
said that the team’s new manager would be appointed this
month, insisting no foreign coaches were being considered.

“We need a Russian coach to finish the Euro 2016 qualify-
ing campaign,” Mutko said this month.  “He should be famil-

iar with Russian football to choose the country’s top players
and win a place in the European championship finals.” CSKA
Moscow coach Leonid Slutsky is thought to be Mutko’s pre-
ferred candidate, although he has a long-term contract with
CSKA that contains no provisions allowing him to simultane-
ously serve as national team coach. Other names in the
frame include Russia’s Under-19 manager Dmitry
Khomukha, former national squad assistant coach Alexander
Borodyuk and ex-Dynamo Moscow boss Stanislav
Cherchesov. Under Capello Russia won just two of its six
Euro-2016 qualifiers, drawing with a weaker Moldovan team
and losing twice to Austria. — AFP

Russia in disarray ahead of World Cup draw

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee Vice President John Coates (sev-
enth right) and Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympic Organizing Committee
President Yoshiro Mori (eighth right) pose for photographers in front of a
official Emblem of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at Tokyo Metropolitan
Plaza in Tokyo yesterday. —AP 

Australia 1st Innings (overnight: 413-9)
D. Warner retired out 101
S. Marsh retired out 101
M. Clarke c Knight b Davis 16
A. Voges lbw b Davis 1
M. Marsh c Hosein b White 53
P. Nevill c Elstone b Davis 1
S. Watson c Hosein b White 61
B. Haddin b Palladino 32
P. Siddle run out (Slater) 2
P. Cummins not out 21
F. Ahmed not out 4
Extras (b4, lb4, w1, nb11) 20
Total (9 wkts dec, 90 overs, 371 mins)413
Fall of wickets: 1-154 (Warner), 2-195 (Clarke), 3-197
(Voges), 4-275 (S Marsh), 5-280 (Nevill), 6-302 (M Marsh), 7-
368 (Watson), 8-385 (Haddin), 9-391 (Slater)
Bowling: Palladino 21-4-83-1 (5nb); White 19-3-85-2 (1nb,

1w); Clare 17-0-64-0 (2nb); Davis 15-2-63-3 (2nb); Elstone
6-0-35-0; Wainwright 10-1-54-0 (1nb); Knight 2-0-21-0

Derbyshire 1st Innings
B. Slater c Voges b Watson 20
H. Rutherford c Nevill b Cummins 14
W. Madsen not out 14
S. Elstone not out 13
Extras (b4, lb15, nb1) 20
Total (2 wkts, 29 overs, 121 mins) 81
To bat: H Hosein, J Clare, T Knight, D Wainwright, A
Palladino, H White, W Davis
Fall of wickets: 1-49 (Rutherford), 2-55 (Slater)
Bowling: Siddle 6-4-8-0 (1nb); Cummins 6-1-20-1; M Marsh
7-2-16-0; Watson 5-2-5-1; Ahmed 5-1-13-0
Match position: Derbyshire are 332 runs behind Australia
with eight first-innings wickets standing.

SCOREBOARD
DERBY, United Kingdom: Scoreboard after rain forced an early close to the second day of the three-day tour match
between Derbyshire and Australia at Derby yesterday:
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LONDON: West Bromwich Albion announced yester-
day they had suspended talks with a possible buyer
for the Premier League club as chairman Jeremy
Peace said he “would not be held to ransom”. The
BBC reported that a period of exclusivity in takeover
talks granted to a Chinese consortium had ended
because Peace was not satisfied with the speed of
negotiations. And in a statement issued on the
Midlands club’s website yesterday, Peace confirmed
that he was now ready to listen to other offers. 

“I have today brought to a close the period of exclu-
sivity announced on July 3 and suspended negotia-
tions with the interested party involved over the sale
of West Bromwich Albion Holdings Ltd,” Peace said. “I

entered into an exclusivity arrangement in good faith
after agreeing terms for the sale but it is now clear to
me that this potential purchaser is unable to fulfil the
terms of that agreement at this time.”

Peace, chairman since 2003, had reportedly valued
the Baggies at between £150 million-£200 million
($232-$310 million, 141-283 million euros).  West
Brom finished in 13th place last season and comfort-
ably avoided relegation from English football’s top
flight.Peace added he was determined not to let off-
field matters disrupt the Baggies’ progress under
manager Tony Pulis  “The club’s long-term stability
and continued development is of paramount impor-
tance and I am not satisfied that the interests of West

Bromwich Albion would have been best served by
my continuing discussions at present,” he said.  

“It is important that I re-emphasize that the possi-
ble sale of the club does not and will not impact upon
its day-to-day running and that this applies particu-
larly in an area which I know concerns all supporters-
team strengthening.  “This is a period in which there
is always an understandable impatience for new sign-
ings to strengthen our squad and nowhere is this
pressure more keenly felt than at board level. “But we
will not be held to ransom. Of course I know this can
add to supporter frustration but I do believe they will
see our efforts come to fruition over the course of the
transfer window.” —AFP

Baggies suspend takeover talks

MOGYOROD: Rescue workers unload the car of Sahara Force India F1 Team’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez after
his crash during the first practice session of the Hungarian Grand Prix Formula One race yesterday at the
Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod. —AFP

‘Retirement panic’ 
keeping Arsene 

Wenger motivated
LONDON: Arsene Wenger has banished any thoughts of
retirement as the Arsenal manager fine-tunes his prepara-
tions for his 20th season with the Gunners in the Emirates
Cup this weekend. With his 66th birthday looming in
October, Wenger could be forgiven for being seduced by the
stress-free lifestyle that would await him in his golden years
if he turned his back on the pressures of the Premier League
rat race. Even the ferociously competitive Alex Ferguson
eventually called it quits after growing tired of the battle to
keep Manchester United at the top. But Wenger, who took
charge at Arsenal in 1996, has dedicated his entire existence
to his job and the Frenchman says he is terrified at the
prospect of walking away from the sport for good.

“Retirement? Yes, it crosses my mind sometimes but for
no longer than five seconds because I panic a little bit,”
Wenger told the British media this week. “When we played
at Man United, Ferguson came to meet me after the game. I
said: ‘Come on, you don’t miss it?’ He says: ‘No.’ He had
enough. He goes to every game. But he has horses. I have no
horses. “Enthusiasm? That is not a problem, honestly. I am
more committed than ever for that. I just think the number
of times you have done it doesn’t count. It is how much you
love what you do that counts. “And the love of what you do
is not necessarily diminished by the number of times you’ve
done it. Football is new every day. That’s a big quality.”

Cutting edge
Wenger’s obsessive approach to management has kept

him on the cutting edge for nearly two decades with Arsenal-
an era that has brought three Premier League titles, six FA
Cups and a Champions League final appearance. But his com-
mitment to the cause has been tested as well after 11 years
without a league title-never more so than when he was ver-
bally abused by Arsenal supporters as he boarded a train fol-
lowing a lacklustre defeat at Stoke last season.

“You would not necessarily expect people to insult you on
the way to the train. It’s the way society has gone and you
have to go with it. You can take it or not,” he said. “That’s
where experience helps. You have a good assessment of who
you are. And you’re not influenced by what people say.
“Because with every defeat people say: ‘What is this guy
doing?’ Every three days you are questioned. You have an
exam every three days. “You have to prepare for the next
exam and come out of it with success. So it always demands
100 percent commitment.” On the evidence of their brilliant
demolition of Aston Villa in last year’s FA Cup final, Arsenal are
closer than ever to ending their title drought. And Wenger is
so satisfied with his current squad that his only major pre-sea-
son signing to date is Petr Cech, the Czech goalkeeper lured
from the Chelsea bench for £11 million. Arsenal fans should
get their first glimpse of Cech this weekend when the north
London club host the Emirates Cup friendly tournament.
Wenger’s team face French club Lyon today and German side
Wolfsburg on Sunday as they look ahead to the Community
Shield against Chelsea at Wembley on August 2 and their
Premier League opener at home to West Ham seven days lat-
er. In the tournament’s other fixtures, Wolfsburg take on
Spanish outfit Villarreal in the opening match today, while on
Sunday Lyon face Villarreal. —AFP

BUDAPEST: Mexican Sergio Perez scrambled free from the
wreckage of a heavy crash that left his Force India upside
down on the track, halting first practice for the Hungarian
Formula One Grand Prix yesterday. Video replays indicated
a right rear suspension failure after the car went over artifi-
cial grass at the exit to turn 11 and pitched sideways across
the track and into the barriers.

The car then flipped over before coming to a halt, with
Perez climbing out and walking away apparently unhurt.
The accident came only three days after drivers attended
the funeral of Frenchman Jules Bianchi, who died last week
in hospital of injuries sustained at the Japanese Grand Prix
nine months ago. All the cars carried tributes to the 25-
year-old, the first driver to die from race injuries since 1994.
“It was a really bad accident, pretty unlucky,” Perez told
reporters of his crash at the Hungaroring.

“But everything’s alright. It was a strange accident. I
thought it was under control but the AstroTurf was very
dirty which is why I went in the wall. We’ll have to check
everything in detail.” Force India will miss the day’s second

practice session as Perez’s car is too badly damaged and
investigations into the suspension problem which caused
the crash are ongoing. “As a precaution, the team has cho-
sen not to run Nico Hulkenberg this afternoon,” it said. “The
team will work hard to fully understand the cause of the
failure and find a resolution in order to be ready for
Saturday’s free practice.”

The morning session re-started after the Force India was
cleared away but was again halted with five minutes
remaining when Kimi Raikkonen lost the front wing of his
Ferrari and spread debris across the track. Double world
champion Lewis Hamilton was fastest for Mercedes, 0.109
seconds ahead of team mate and title rival Nico Rosberg.
Raikkonen was third fastest with Australian Daniel
Ricciardo, last year’s winner, fourth for Red Bull. Lotus
reserve Jolyon Palmer failed to set a time with the team’s
preparations suffering a setback when payment problems
meant Pirelli did not release their tyres until shortly before
the session started. Both sides said the issue had now been
resolved. —Reuters

Mexico’s Perez land-crash 
upside down in Hungary
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FIFA to meet sponsors 
after reproaches from 
Coke, Visa, McDonald’s 

ST PETERSBURG: FIFA will meet its leading commer-
cial partners next month after three of them increased
pressure for major reforms to soccer’s governing body
following a series of corruption scandals. FIFA Secretary
General Jerome Valcke said that Coca-Cola , Visa and
McDonald’s had written asking for information about
what was being done to clean up governance of the
sport. He admitted that scandal had made it difficult to
attract new sponsors. 

“Clearly, there were a number of sponsors, mainly
three, its Coca-Cola, McDonald’s and Visa, who have
expressed and sent a letter to FIFA, asking for informa-
tion,” he told a new conference in the Russian city of St
Petersburg.

“Two or three days ago we received a letter from all
of them offering to meet together, so there will there
will be a meeting next month.” Criticism of FIFA’s gov-
ernance came to a head in May when US prosecutors
indicted nine soccer officials, most of whom had FIFA
positions, and five marketing and broadcasting compa-
ny executives over a range of alleged offences. These
included fraud, money-laundering and racketeering.
Valcke added that FIFA has been keeping its partners
informed of developments.

“We sent (information) to all our commercial part-
ners, not just those three,” he said. “We sent them an
update, a summary, of all that has happened within
FIFA since 2012 since the first reform process started,
(of) what has been changed within FIFA’s administra-
tion and around FIFA.”

“Definitely, the current situation doesn’t help to
finalize any new agreements, it’s a fact, and I’m sure
that until the next election, until February 26, there
(will be) no major (sponsorship) announcements.” FIFA
President Sepp Blatter is stepping down and a replace-
ment will be chosen in February. Valcke also signaled
that he would be leaving his job then.

New partners
Valcke said that despite the current difficulties there

was still enough time before the 2018 World Cup, to be
held in Russia, to sign up new partners. The current
sponsors have been goal in demanding changes.
Earlier this month, Coca-Cola urged Zurich-based FIFA
to support the creation of an independent body to
reform the way it is run. McDonald’s said it had told
FIFA that it’s internal controls and compliance culture
were not consistent with expectations it has for its
business partners. 

Visa joined in the criticism on Thursday when it also
called for an independent reform commission to be set
up. “We seek to partner with those who think and act
like us,” said Visa Chief Executive Officer Charlie Scharf.
“I don’t believe that FIFA is living up to these stan-
dards.” FIFA announced on Monday that it would set
up a task force to recommend reforms, however this
will be made up of representatives from the continen-
tal soccer confederations. Those confederations are
also responsible for electing the members of FIFA’s
executive committee. — Reuters

CAIRO: Denied entry to watch his favorite
football team, Osama Gamal glumly settled
on a pavement outside and followed the
match live on his phone as policemen guard-
ed the near-empty stadium. Egypt once
boasted some of the strongest teams in Africa
and the Middle East, and the sport was
adored by millions. But the bloody turmoil of
the past four years has not spared the world’s
most popular sport, which in the minds of
many Egyptian fans has become synonymous
with deadly riots and stampedes. 

Games are now played in empty stadiums,
with spectators banned. “Although it is
played for spectators, we no longer enjoy
football, our only pleasure in life,” said Gamal,
21. Two editions of the Egyptian Premier
League have been cancelled since the 2011
uprising that ousted longtime president
Hosni Mubarak. When the authorities did
open some matches for spectators, they were
marred by deadly violence.

In February, police fired tear gas at fans
who tried to push their way into a Cairo stadi-
um. Nineteen people died in the ensuing
stampede. It was the second such incident
since the 2011 uprising. In the deadliest
sports riot in Egypt’s modern history, 72 fans
were killed after a match in the canal city of
Port Said in 2012. “For the first time in my
adult life, my favourite team Zamalek will win
the premier league championship and we
can’t even celebrate,” Gamal said. Last week’s
game between Cairo clubs El-Nasr and

Zamalek-expected to win the trophy for the
first time in 11 years-was attended by only a
few high-profile invitees, with police outnum-
bering spectators, an AFP correspondent
reported.

‘Matches result in bloodshed’
Football has always stirred passions

among Egyptians, and many still accuse
Mubarak of using it to distract them from the
political and economic woes that marred his
reign. But that passion has turned to deadly
violence in the political climate of recent
years. “I ran for my life from the teargas and
chaos” that erupted during the February
stampede, said lawyer Mohamed El-Arabi.
That match was among just a handful that
had been open to the public, and the authori-
ties reimposed the ban on spectators follow-
ing the crush. Sixteen defendants are on trial
on charges of starting the stampede. They are
accused of being members of the Ultras
White Knights-hardcore Zamalek supporters-
and prosecutors allege they received funds
from the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood to
spark the rioting. For Egyptians football used
to be a festive occasion when friends and
families gathered to watch a match at homes
or at stadiums. But Ashraf El-Sherif, professor
of political science at the American University
in Cairo, said Egyptians’ attitudes to football
has changed. “People feel that the entire
process involved in these football matches
results in bloodshed and chaos, so they are

losing interest,” he said. The political turbu-
lence that followed Mubarak’s ouster and the
overthrow of his Islamist successor,
Mohamed Morsi, has deeply impacted the
sport. Morsi’s toppling by the army in July
2013 polarized Egypt for months, and an
ensuing government crackdown targeting his
supporters left hundreds dead and thousands
jailed. Jihadists have also killed scores of
policemen and soldiers in retaliatory attacks.

‘Football is dead’
In May, a court outlawed the Ultras, who

were at the forefront of protests that toppled
Mubarak and have openly displayed their
hostility to the police. The national team has
also suffered since Mubarak’s fall, failing three
times since 2011 to qualify for the African
Cup of Nations it had once dominated. “Local
football no longer arouses the same passion,”
said Samir, a waiter in a cafe in the capital’s
Sayeda Zeinab district. Behind him a match
involving El-Ahly, the most popular club in
Egypt, is being broadcast live on television
but few seem to care. “We have more cus-
tomers when Barcelona or Real Madrid play.
There are no empty chairs left then,” he said.
“Football is dead in Egypt,” said Sameh
Mamdouh, an engineer who previously never
missed a match. “My only pleasure now is to
watch European football. Everything is more
sophisticated with the European champi-
onship-the competition, the performance
and the audience.”— AFP 

CAIRO: Empty stands are seen at the Petro Sport Stadium during an Egyptian league football match in Cairo. The bloody
turmoil of the past four years has not spared football, which in the minds of many Egyptian fans has become synony-
mous with deadly riots and stampedes. — AFP

Football frenzy waning
in turbulent Egypt

ST PETERSBURG: Jerome Valcke expects to
leave his job as FIFA secretary general after Sepp
Blatter’s successor is elected. Valcke, however,
said yesterday it is not because he is responsible
for any wrongdoing in the crisis that has shaken
the governing body. The Frenchman has served
for eight years as the top administrator at FIFA,
which is at the center of criminal investigations
by American and Swiss authorities. The weight
of the corruption probes and sponsors’ concerns
led to Blatter announcing June 2 he will leave
FIFA, a move that came four days after he was
re-elected to serve a fifth, four-year term. 

A successor to Blatter, who has headed the

governing body since 1998, is to be elected on
Feb 26. “Whoever becomes the FIFA president
should have a new secretary general because it’s
the most important relationship for the organi-
zation,” Valcke said in St. Petersburg ahead of
the 2018 World Cup qualifying draw. “About my
future, I would say that at least I can have some
privacy in regards of whatever questions you are
asking, and what I want do with my life is just a
question about me and myself.”

The questions in recent weeks have centered
on Valcke’s direct links to payments totaling $10
million from FIFA accounts which the US
Department of Justice said were bribes to FIFA

executive committee members to vote for South
Africa as the 2010 World Cup host. Valcke began
his job several months before the money trans-
fers in early 2008 to accounts controlled by for-
mer FIFA vice president Jack Warner. FIFA and
Valcke said the cash was believed to be for soc-
cer projects for the African diaspora in the
Caribbean, and was approved by Julio
Grondona of Argentina, the chairman of FIFA’s
finance committee, who died last year.

Valcke has denied wrongdoing and did not
discuss the specifics of the case yesterday but
stressed he only carries out the orders of the
FIFA congress and the executive committee. “As

the head of the administration I can be proud of
what FIFA’s administration has done and FIFA’s
administration, I don’t think, has ever been part
of any of the stories which are around FIFA,
including all the commercial agreements we
have signed from (2007-15),” Valcke said. “I have
not seen anything which is related to any
wrongdoings by the FIFA administration regard-
ing any commercial aspect of FIFA during this
period. “So what you are asking me, if I am
responsible for what has happened this last
time, I don’t think that I am really involved, and I
don’t think that I have anything to do in this
case.” — AP

FIFA secretary general Valcke expects to leave with Blatter
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AMELBOURNE: Cristiano Ronaldo turned on a show
as Real Madrid demolished Manchester City 4-1
before a record crowd in the International
Champions Cup at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
yesterday. World footballer of the year Ronaldo
showcased his sublime skills and was among the
goalscorers as Real ripped apart the 2014 English
Premier League champions in a blistering first half
performance before more than 99,000 fans at the
vast stadium. 

It was the MCG’s biggest ever crowd for a foot-
ball-only event. The 10-time European champions
reveled in the atmosphere, opening up Man City
with dazzling touches, flicks and clinical finishing for
three goals in the first half. “I’m really pleased to see
the team play well and winning the trophy,” Real
manager Rafael Benitez said. “It is really good for
everyone when you are working so hard, when the
players are having double training sessions and you
could see the commitment. “It’s important to win
and to play well is a positive thing for the future.”

French striker Karim Benzema put the Spanish
giants ahead with a spectacular finish in the 21st
minute. Benzema hooked in Gareth Bale’s cross over
his left shoulder in a brilliant piece of finishing follow-

ing a fine run down the right wing by Daniel Carvajal
in the leadup. Ronaldo pounced four minutes later,
bringing down German Toni Kroos’s long pass with a
sublime first touch before poking home. England
goalkeeper Joe Hart was unable to keep the ball from
crossing the line for a double Real sucker punch after
shaky City defending as Ronaldo thrilled the crowd
with his trademark goal celebration.

It got worse for City when central defender Pepe
scored Real’s third with an unmarked thumping
header off Isco’s corner just minutes before half-time.
Deep in first-half stoppage time City got one goal
back through a penalty for a Sergio Ramos hand-ball
as he jostled with Raheem Sterling. Yaya Toure slot-
ted home the spot kick for City to trail 3-1 at the
break. Russian Denis Cheryshev made it four when
he stabbed home an Isco cross with 17 minutes left.
City’s night was further soured when new signing
Fabian Delph injured his left hamstring and was car-
ried off after just 18 minutes to be replaced by Jesus
Navas. Manager Benitez made four changes at half-
time bringing off Benzema, Luka Modric, Carvajal and
Pepe, while Manuel Pellegrini left his Man City team
unchanged. Ronaldo, world football’s highest paid
player, turned on his party tricks for the appreciative

MCG crowd, with his cheeky stepovers and flicks, and
was narrowly out when he was released by Gareth
Bale only to put an audacious attempt just wide. Edin
Dzeko, the subject of transfer speculation, got his first
run of the tournament for City, coming on in the 64th
minute as Toure, Ronaldo and Ramos came off at the
same time. City’s record signing Raheem Sterling had
a quiet night and was well contained by Ramos
before he was substituted midway through the sec-
ond half. City paid for the absence of key central
defenders Vincent Kompany, who left the tour early
to be with his pregnant wife, and Frenchman
Eliaquim Mangala, who became ill on the morning of
the match. In their place Pellegrini used Belgian
Jason Denayer and youngster Cameron Humphreys
in the heart of the defense.

“We knew before the game that it would be diffi-
cult to play against such a team of good attackers
and missing three centre-backs,” Pellegrini said.
“Mangala was sick this morning and he couldn’t play
and after Delph went off injured we had to make
some changes but after that it was more about our
weak defense.” Real Madrid now head to China
where they will play Italian clubs AC Milan and Inter
Milan from July 25-30. — AFP

Ronaldo dazzles as Real rip City apart
MELBOURNE: Real Madrid team members celebrate winning the International Champions Cup Australia football match between English Premier League team Manchester City and
Spanish side Real Madrid in Melbourne yesterday. Real Madrid won the match in 4-1. — AFP 

Real rout City in front of record Melbourne crowd
Oman qualify for
World Twenty20

for first time
LONDON: Oman qualified for next
year’s Twenty20 World Cup in India
with a five-wicket victory over Namibia
in Ireland. It will be the first time the
Gulf country, coached by former Sri
Lanka captain Duleep Mendis, have
reached a major international tourna-
ment. 

Afghanistan beat Papua New
Guinea by six wickets to claim the oth-
er qualifying place and book a spot in
the tournament for the fourth time in a
row. Scotland, Ireland, Hong Kong and
the Netherlands will also join the 10
test-playing nations in the 16-team
tournament. — Reuters


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p25
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40
	p41
	p42
	p43
	p44
	p45
	p46
	p47
	p48

