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BUDAPEST: Sauber removed Brazilian
Felipe Nasr and Sweden’s Marcus Ericsson
from any speculation about their immedi-
ate Formula One futures by announcing
today that both will race for them again
next season. Some media talk had already
linked 22-year-old Nasr, who has been
impressive in his rookie season, to former
champions Williams should Valtteri Bottas
move to Ferrari as Kimi Raikkonen’s replace-
ment.

“We are pleased about the extension of
the contracts with Marcus and Felipe,”
Sauber principal Monisha Kaltenborn said

in a statement at the Hungarian Grand Prix,
the 10th of 19 races this season. “This early
point in time shows that the drivers and the
team are sure they are heading in the right
direction... Both have shown solid perform-
ances, gained experience and learnt quick-
ly,” she added. “We enjoy having them in
the team and they give it a positive boost.”
Nasr, a former Williams reserve driver, has
made a strong start in Formula One and fin-
ished fifth on his debut in Australia.

He has scored points in three of the nine
races so far. “It is great to be driving another
season for the Sauber F1 team,” he said.

“The extension to the contract... is an impor-
tant step in my career.” Ericsson, 24, made
his debut with now-defunct Caterham in
2014 but scored his first points in Formula
One with Sauber in Australia, where he fin-
ished eighth. The Swede also scored a point
in China. “I am getting to know everyone
within the team more and more, and feel I
am being appreciated as a valuable driver,”
said Ericsson, who like Nasr brings impor-
tant funding to a team that has struggled
financially and is still fighting for its future.

Raikkonen is seen as the key to the
impending driver merry-go-round, with

Ferrari yet to decide whether to retain their
2007 world champion for one more season
alongside four times champion Sebastian
Vettel. Fellow-Finn Bottas has been tipped
to move to Maranello, although Ferrari are
sure to have other drivers on any shortlist. If
he does, there will be plenty of candidates
jostling for the vacancy at Mercedes-pow-
ered Williams. Champions Mercedes have
both double world champion Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg under contract
for next season and are in no danger of
being distracted by the increasing specula-
tion about who goes where.—Reuters

Sauber retain Nasr, Ericsson for 2016

ATLANTA: Panama coach Hernan Dario
Gomez felt like quitting and his counter-
part Miguel Herrera was embarrassed
when his Mexico side reached the CON-
CACAF Gold Cup final with a controver-
sial 2-1 extra-time win on Wednesday.
“I’m shocked. At one moment in the
match I thought of retiring from foot-
ball. I won’t because of the group (of
players) I have,” Colombian Gomez told
reporters after the defeat at the Georgia
Dome. 

“It’s the first time this has happened
to me, it’s hard, I was saying to myself ‘I
don’t want to carry on any longer in
football because this was a vile rob-
bery’,” added Gomez, who has coached
his home county and Ecuador at World
Cup tournaments. Panama, who were
reduced to 10 men after 20 minutes
when striker Luis Tejada was sent off for

raising his arm into the face of Francisco
Rodriguez, led 1-0 going into the last
few minutes thanks to a Roman Torres
shortly before the hour mark.

American referee Mark Geiger then
awarded Mexico a penalty, hotly con-
tested by Panama with play held up for
several minutes, after Torres had fallen
on the ball  in the area and was
adjudged to have handled when it
wedged under his body. Andres
Guardado converted that penalty and
another in the 105th minute to send
Mexico into Sunday’s final against
Jamaica, surprise 2-1 winners against
hosts the United States. “I’m very sad
and disillusioned because this damages
football badly, you can’t settle a final in
this way, it damages the tournament,”
said Gomez, who vowed to stay on and
steer Panama through the 2018 World

Cup qualifiers.
Herrera, whose side also benefited

from a controversial penalty to beat
Costa Rica 1-0 after extra time in their
quarter-final, said his team had been
lucky to be awarded the first penalty
and played their worst match in the
tournament. “The first (spot kick) was
not a penalty but that’s not my fault, the
fact is we didn’t deserve to win the
match because we didn’t play at all
well,” Herrera said. “That’s football and
it’s not ideal. The first wasn’t a penalty
but the chance fell to us and we made
the most of the circumstances (but)
we’re quite bothered to have won in this
manner, playing badly.” Panama face
outgoing champions the United States
for third place in Chester, Pennsylvania
tomorrow before Mexico meet Jamaica
in Philadelphia a day later.—Reuters

ATLANTA: Mexico’s Diego Reyes (center) heads the ball over Panama’s Valentin Pimentel during a CONCACAF Gold Cup
semifinal football match in Atlanta on July 22, 2015.  — AFP 

Reggae Boyz stun US 2-1 
to reach Gold Cup final

ATLANTA: Jamaica’s “Reggae Boyz” delivered defending cham-
pion United States a humbling 2-1 defeat Wednesday, becoming
the first Caribbean squad to reach the Gold Cup final by shocking
the heavily favored hosts. After Jamaican defenders disrupted US
attacks for the first half hour, Darren Mattocks nodded home the
first goal in the 31st minute and Giles Barnes scored on a free kick
in the 36th-set up by a controversial violation on US goalkeeper
Brad Guzan-to put Jamaica ahead 2-0 and signal an epic upset
was in the making at the sold-out Georgia Dome.

US captain Michael Bradley answered in the 48th minute but
the Americans never managed an equalizer against the stubborn
Caribbean backline and lost to a Jamaican side that was 1-13
with eight drawn in their prior matches. “We made history by
getting into the final. It shows what this team is capable of,”
Barnes said. “We’ve shocked a few people along the way but
we’ve not shocked ourselves. We don’t fear anybody. We put out
a great team.” On Sunday in Philadelphia, Jamaica will play for
the crown against six-time champion Mexico, which edged
Panama 2-1 in the other semi-final of the biennial North
American regional football championship.

“We cannot have a party now. We still have one more match,”
Jamaican coach Winfried Schaefer said. “Bob Marley comes after
the match.” In Jamaica, the late reggae legend’s music might be
playing all day and night until the match. “Just incredible. The
feeling right now is just insane,” Barnes said. “The phone hasn’t
stopped. Back in Jamaica there’s got to be a party on. It will be
even bigger when we lift the Cup on Sunday.” The five-time
champion Americans had won their past five Gold Cup semi-
finals but were undone by a Jamaican side that matched its best
runs in 1993 and 1998 just to make the last four. It was the first
Caribbean semi-finalist since Guadeloupe in 2007.

Bitter pill for USA
“The team is disappointed,” US coach Jurgen Klinsmann said.

“I cannot complain about the performance of the team. They
kept pushing, pushing, pushing. We had enough chances. We
had enough chances to put three, four, five in there and we
didn’t do it and that’s why we lost. “Congratulations to Jamaica
on making the final and we have to swallow that pill.”

A long throw from the left side found Mattocks, who out-
leaped two defenders and headed the ball in off the far post, and
the second goal came off a free kick set up when Guzan was whis-
tled for a throw with his foot outside the area. “In all of my years of
being professional, I don’t think I’ve seen that call,” Guzan said.
“Especially since seeing a still image of it-maybe (it was) an inch or
two.” Bradley called it “a head scratcher,” adding, “You don’t see it
very often. It’s not a call that I would be making if I were a referee.”
Barnes curved a free kick from just outside the penalty area over
the wall and into the upper right corner of the goal.

The US scored when Aron Johannsson blasted a shot that
Jamaican goalkeeper Ryan Thompson stopped but couldn’t
keep in his grasp. Clint Dempsey followed and spilled over
prone Thompson as the ball came loose and an onrushing
Bradley buried it into the back of the net. From there it was a
case of missed opportunities. Johannsson fired a free kick in the
51st minute that Thompson could not fully grip but
Johannsson headed the rebound over the crossbar. In the 57th,
Bradley fired a hard outside shot that bounced off Thompson’s
chest, deflected off the goalpost to his right and out of danger.
“The luck was not with us but maybe we were not clinical
enough as well,” Klinsmann said. “We saw a lot of good stuff
but it’s the goals that matter.”— AFP 

Panama yells ‘robbery’ 
after loss to Mexico

Mexico embarrassed after controversial win


