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MELBOURNE: Manager Rafael
Benitez said yesterday he is “100 per-
cent” confident skipper Sergio
Ramos will stay at Real Madrid amid
fevered speculation linking him with
Manchester United.  Spain interna-
tional Ramos has been linked to
United in a swap deal with Spanish
goalkeeper David De Gea, but
Benitez made it clear the defender
was going nowhere. “It’s very simple,
De Gea is not our player so nothing
to say about him,” he told reporters
ahead of Real Madrid facing

Manchester City in the final match of
the International Champions Cup in
Melbourne on Friday.  “The update
about Sergio Ramos is that he is our
player and he’s a key player for us.

“He’s the captain and I would like
to see him at the beginning of the
season because I think he will be cru-
cial for us in the season.”Yes, for me
100 percent (staying). I insist that it is
clear for both me and the club that
Sergio will be here. “Football is a curi-
ous world, but Sergio will be playing
for us this season,” he added.  “I have

a lot of respect for (Manchester
United manager) Louis van Gaal, but
Sergio will stay with us.” Reports have
said Manchester United want to use
Real Madrid’s interest in De Gea in an
attempt to sign Ramos, believing the
defender was keen to move after the
Spanish club failed to offer him an
extension to his contract, which
expires in 2017.

Ramos scored Real’s injury-time
equalizer in their Champions League
final win over Atletico Madrid in 2014
and has made 445 appearances for

the club since joining from Sevilla in
2005. He has 128 caps for Spain and
was in the starting line-up when they
won Euro 2008, the 2010 World Cup
and Euro 2012. Croatia midfielder
and team-mate Luka Modric said
Ramos was an important part of the
team. “We hope that he stays. He’s a
very important part of the team. He’s
our captain, our leader, both on and
off the pitch and he’s happy where
he is,” Modric said. “He’s the best
defender and he wants to stay at the
club.” —AFP

Benitez says Ramos ‘100 percent’ staying at Real

MONTERREY: Mexico’s Tigres Francisco Torres (right) vies for the ball with Brazil’s International Valdivia
during their Libertadores Cup semi-final second leg football match at the Universitario Stadium in
Monterrey on July 22, 2015. —AFP

MONTERREY: Tigres became the third Mexican side to reach
the Libertadores Cup final on Wednesday when they over-
came a first leg deficit to beat Internacional 4-3 on aggregate
and advance to a showdown against Argentina’s River Plate
next week. “This is a competition I’ve always dreamed about
and what we did today is one of the greatest moments of my
career,” midfielder Javier Aquino told reporters. “Now we have
the important step and the team has to take it.”

The Mexicans won the one-sided encounter 3-1 but were
already ahead on the away goals rule as early as the 18th
minute when French international Andre-Pierre Gignac rose to
head home a cross from the right to level up the tie at 2-2.
Tigres doubled their lead five minutes before the break when
Inter left-back Geferson’s miscued clearance flew past his own
goalkeeper from 20 yards out. Former Internacional striker
Rafael Sobis then had a penalty saved shortly after the break
but the reprieve was short-lived as Egidio Arevalo Rios’s diving
header made it 3-0 for the hosts after 55 minutes.

Inter, winners of the tournament in 2006 and 2010, did
grab a consolation goal through Lisandro Lopez in the 88th
minute but were unable to find the goal that would have seen
them advance on away goals in the little time that remained.

“They were very strong physically and very skilful, we knew it
would be hard and we just couldn’t find space,” Inter midfield-
er Alex told television reporters, over the sound of fireworks
and mariachi bands celebrating the win. “They got the first
goal and gained in confidence and we were a bit slow in the
opening period, but they were the better side here.” Managed
by Brazilian-born Ricardo Ferretti, Tigres will play a River Plate
side who clinched their place in the final on Tuesday with a 3-
1 aggregate win over Guarani.

The Argentine team have won the Libertadores twice
before, in 1986 and 1996 while no Mexican side has ever won
the tournament since they were admitted to South America’s
version of the Champions League in 1998. “It is another diffi-
cult rival just like Inter but anything can happen in a final
and I can tell you we will be very strong at home,” Tigres’
Brazilian full back Juninho said. The teams met twice in the
group phase and drew both encounters, 1-1 in Mexico and 2-
2 in Buenos Aires. Because Tigres are part of the CONCACAF
region, River Plate are guaranteed a Club World Cup berth in
Japan in December regardless of the result of the final as
representatives of  the South American Football
Confederation. —Reuters
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Chile’s Vidal to 

swap Juventus 

for Bayern
BERLIN: Chilean international midfielder Arturo Vidal is
set to join Bayern Munich in the coming days, subject
to a medical, according to the German champions’
president Karl-Heinz Rummenigge. Bayern are set to
pay around 35 million euros (£24.6m; $38.5m dollars)
for the 28-year-old Juventus star who will leave the
Italian champions after four successful years. “I can
confirm that there is an agreement between the two
parties (Bayern Munich and Juventus). He still needs a
medical but if everything goes as planned, he should
be training with us next week,” said Rummenigge from
Bayern’s tour of China, according to the SID sports
news agency.

It’s a return to Germany for Vidal who played for
Bayern’s Bundesliga rivals Bayer Leverkusen for four
years from 2007 to 2011, scoring 21 goals in 144
appearances. Vidal’s good form for Leverkusen con-
vinced Italian giants Juventus to pay 10.5 million euros
to bring him to Turin, where he earned plaudits for his
energetic displays and superb passing skills. The
Chilean scored 48 goals for the Old Lady in 171 appear-
ances, which has persuaded Bayern to part with big
money to bring him to the Allianz Arena. Bayern man-
ager Pep Guardiola targeted Vidal as a replacement for
Germany captain Bastian Schweinsteiger who left for
Manchester United in a 25 million-euro deal last week. 

Vidal, who started his career at Colo Colo in his
native Chile, leaves Juventus after a magnificent
2014/15 which saw him win a fourth-straight Serie A
title, the Coppa Italia and finish as a runner-up in the
Champions League after the final defeat to Barcelona.
He was also a key member of the victorious Chile side
which won a first Copa America title earlier this month
after beating Argentina in a penalty shootout in
Santiago. Vidal, though, was the centre of controversy
during the tournament after crashing his Ferrari in the
Chilean capital under the influence of alcohol. The mid-
fielder subsequently avoided a trial but was banned
from driving for two years and forced to pay compen-
sation to another driver involved in the crash.  

The former Leverkusen player is currently on holiday
in Miami, but is expected to complete his move to five-
time European champions Bayern by the end of the
week. He is the fourth big-name player to leave
Juventus this summer after the departures of Andrea
Pirlo (New York City), Angelo Ogbonna (West Ham
United) and Carlos Tevez (Boca Juniors), although the
Bianconeri have captured Sami Khedira, Mario
Mandzukic, Paulo Dybala and Simone Zaza.
Massimiliano Allegri’s men are also reportedly close to
signing Schalke’s 21-year-old Germany international
forward Julian Draxler. Vidal will be Bayern’s fourth
summer signing after the arrivals of Douglas Costa,
Joshua Kimmich and Sven Ulreich. —AFP


