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NEW YORK: Sean Davis scored twice in
the second half as the New York Red
Bulls upset Chelsea 4-2 in the reigning
English Premier League champions’ first
game of their pre-season US exhibition
tour. The Red Bulls scored four times in
the second half against mighty Chelsea
FC on Wednesday despite using a roster
made up of mostly of young develop-
mental players. They were also coming
off a quarter-final loss less than 24 hours
earlier to the Philadelphia Union in the
US Open Cup competition. 

New York head coach Jesse Marsch
went with a youthful lineup and it paid
off as midfielder Davis scored in the
73rd and 77th minutes and 16-year-old
Tyler Adams scored in the 70th minute.
Franklin Castellanos scored in the 51st
minute for the Red Bulls, who were
playing Chelsea for the first time. Loic
Remy in the 26th minute and Eden
Hazard in the 75th scored for Chelsea,
who are on a three-game tour of North
America. Chelsea field vastly different
sides in each half as just three players
played the full 90 minutes.

It was a difficult Chelsea debut for
goalkeeper Asmir Begovic, who came

on in the second half. The Blues were
without stars Willian and Juan

Cuadrado as they were both resting
after competing in the Copa America

tournament. Davis was in the right
place at the right time on both of his
goals in front of a crowd of 24,000 at
the Red Bull Arena. He blasted a right
footed a shot from the center of the
box in the 73rd minute to the top left
corner to make it 3-1. Just four minutes
later he got his second on a poor clear-
ance by a Chelsea defender. This time
he hammered a left foot shot into the
bottom right corner past Begovic to
make it 4-2.

Sandwiched in between Davis’
markers was a goal by Chelsea’s Hazard,
who pulled one back by scoring
through a maze of players from just
outside the box. Adams, who was mak-
ing his Red Bull debut after playing
mainly with the under-17 team, gave
New York their first lead of the game, 2-
1, with a header that beat Begovic after
a nice cross from Castellanos. Remy
opened the scoring for Chelsea with a
nice hesitation move that froze Red Bull
goalkeeper Kyle Reynish before placing
his shot into the top half of the net.
Chelsea’s next game is Saturday against
Paris Saint-Germain in Charlotte, North
Carolina. —AFP

Davis scores twice as Red Bulls stun Chelsea

NEW JERSEY: Chelsea’s midfielder Nemanja Matic (right) and the
New York Red Bulls midfielder Colin Heffron vie for the ball during
their International Champions Cup match at the Red Bull Arena in
Harrison, New Jersey, on July 22, 2015. New York Red Bulls defeated
Chelsea 4-2. —AFP

MELBOURNE: New signing Fabian
Delph will play for Manchester City in
today’s pre-season match with Real
Madrid in Melbourne while Edin Dzeko
may be on his  way out,  manager
Manuel  Pel legrini  said yesterday.
Delph is expected to get a run along
with City’s record signing Raheem
Sterling against the 10-time European
champions in the final game of the
International Champions Cup at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. “We are
near to the start of the Premier League
so I think that the senior players will
have more minutes than the last game
and I think Delph will be involved,”
Pellegrini told reporters.

England midfielder Delph left Aston
Villa this week to sign a five-year con-
tract with City. “Edin didn’t play the
last game as it’s not clear if he will con-
tinue here or not but he is still working
here with the whole squad.” Bosnia’s
Dzeko played no part when City beat
Italy’s AS Roma on penalties at the
MCG on Tuesday, with Pellegrini con-
firming that it was a result of the trans-
fer negotiations. Midfield colossus
Yaya Toure said Manchester City must
aspire to the standards of Real Madrid
and they will get their chance against
the Spanish giants in Melbourne.

The Ivorian said City has had a mas-
sive boost with the addition of Sterling
and Delph in the off-season and they
were keen to bounce back after finish-
ing runners-up to Chelsea in the
defense of the title they won in 2014.
“The target we have to reach (is) the
level of Real Madrid and Barcelona,” he
said. “We’ve signed some great players
this year - Sterling and Delph - we will
welcome them and we hope they will
give us a massive boost this year.” “We

need to bounce back and to support
our fans - they have supported us for
long years and we want to make them
proud.”

Pellegrini, a former manager at Real
Madrid, was looking forward to City
facing the Galacticos before an expect-
ed 95,000 full house at the MCG.  “It’s
always special to play against Real
Madrid, especially because of the way
the fans supported me when I left,” he

said. “We are in pre-season and it’s
friendly but the fans deserve to see a
good game, so I’m sure Real Madrid
and us will play a good game. “I have a
lot of trust in the squad. All of us want
revenge for what happened last sea-
son. “I think the whole squad has the
real motivation to win the EPL title and
we will see that for the whole season. “I
am absolutely sure that we are going in
the competition at a high level.” —AFP

Delph to start for Man 
City; Dzeko could leave

Robinho, Paulinho
perk up China’s
Brazilian blend

GUANGZHOU: Luiz Felipe Scolari says he has stuck to a simple
mantra since joining forces with Chinese powerhouses
Guangzhou Evergrande in a shock move last month: go with
what you know. Hence the distinctive Brazilian flavor at the club
now as the talents of superstars Paulinho and Robinho have
been quickly snapped up by the World Cup-winning manager
as he plots to further the reach of China’s top club across Asia
and beyond. “This is a successful club and we want that success
to continue,” said Scolari. “That’s why we are recruited players
we know can help us improve and the Brazilian style of these
two players bring with them will do that,” added the man who
guided Brazil to World Cup glory in 2002.

Paulinho has already made a positive impression on
Guangzhou fans since the 26-year-old midfielder signed for
the club on June 29 as a 14 million euro ($15.2 million) recruit
from Tottenham Hotspur after two seasons with the London
club. Fans will get their first taste of Robinho’s distinctive style
Thursday night when the 31-year-old former Real Madrid,
Manchester City and AC Milan frontman takes to the pitch
against Bayern Munich in the last of the German champions’
three-match pre-season tour of China. The pair join compatri-
ots Ricardo Goulart, Elkeson, Alan Carvalho and Rene Junior on
the books at Guangzhou, winners of the past four Chinese
Super League (CSL) titles as well as the Asian Champions
League in 2013.

Robinho’s task
Robinho only jetted into China Tuesday, arriving on a free

transfer from Santos, and Scolari said whatever the striker does
Thursday will be improved upon as he gets back up to match
fitness. “He has a job to play here and I know what he is capa-
ble of. The players here can learn from him,” said Scolari, who
left the player out of his Brazil squad for the 2014 World Cup
when his side were humiliated 7-1 in the semi-final by a
Germany side containing several Bayern players. 

Scolari’s signings are yet another indication of the financial
clout now wielded by clubs plying their trade in the hugely
popular Chinese Super League where Guangzhou Evergrande
average more than 40,000 spectators per home match at their
Tianhe stadium. This season alone has seen the likes of inter-
national stars Tim Cahill (Shanghai Shenhua), Demba Ba
(Shanghai Shenhua) and Asamoah Gyan (Shanghai SIPG)
arrive in China on lucrative deals involving tens of millions of
dollars. —AFP

US defeat Japan 3-0 at 
FIVB Grand Prix Finals

OMAHA: Going with the friends and family game plan benefited the United
States Wednesday night at the FIBV World Grand Prix Finals. Karsta Lowe and
Kelsey Robinson combined for 22 kills to lead the Americans to a three-set vic-
tory over Japan. The United States won 25-12, 25-15, 25-18 before a crowd of
5,105 at CenturyLink Center. The tournament continues through Sunday. The
Americans get precious few opportunities to play top-tier international com-
petitions on United States soil; the last one was the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.  

Instead of letting the pressure of playing in front of so many familiar faces
be a hindrance, US head coach Karch Kiraly is making the most of this unique
opportunity.  “We’re embracing a rare chance for family and friends to cheer
us on,” Kiraly said. “We’re building in some family time every day, but we also
have a job to do.” The Americans did that job against Japan. Robinson, one of
three former University of Nebraska players on the US roster, got things start-
ed for the Americans with six kills in the first set rout with a relatively young
lineup. “It was nice to be able to do that in front of friends and family,”
Robinson said. 

“This is what we’ve been starting with pretty much the whole tournament.
It’s a testament to how deep our bench is.”After falling behind by three in the
second set, the US flipped an 8-6 deficit into a 10-8 advantage and gradually
pulled away. Lowe finished the second set with back-to-back kills to finish the
first two sets with 11 kills. Foluke Akinradewo and Kimberly Hill both had six
kills apiece, with Akinradewo getting several of hers late in the third set. In
Wednesday’s first two matches, Brazil defeated China 23-25, 25-20, 25-16, 25-
14 before Russia swept Italy 26-24, 28-26, 25-19. Yesterday the United States
played Italy after Brazil faces Russia and Japan plays China. —AP


