
ST PETERSBURG: Russian soccer authori-
ties need to do more to combat racism
and have so far failed to fully grasp what
it means, a United Nations official said
yesterday. Racism in the 2018 World Cup
host nation was thrown back into the
spotlight on Wednesday when the
Russian Football Union (RFU) rejected
allegations that Ufa midfielder
Emmanuel Frimpong was racially abused
by Spartak Moscow supporters.

The Ghanaian said he was subjected
to monkey chants during a Russian
Premier League season last Friday, where
he was sent off after he raised a finger to
the crowd in response. He was subse-
quently suspended for two Premier
League matches. “I don’t think there is a
total denial of racism in Russia but there

is certainly a lack of understanding by
officials in Russia of what racism is,” Yuri
Boychenko told Reuters after a FIFA press
conference. “The authorities here should
do more to stop it,” added Boychenko,
who heads the Anti-Discrimination
Section at the United Nations Human
Rights Office of the High Commissioner.

“Too often, officials in Russia only see
the problem from their point of view.
They do not stand inside the shoes of the
victim and see it from his point of view.”
During the press conference itself,
Boychenko said he believed the authori-
ties were beginning to recognize there
was an issue. “I believe the recognition is
coming,” he said. “It’s a behavioral prob-
lem and a societal problem, indeed in
Russia there is no clear understanding of

what racism means. “It’s not black and
white and white and black only; it’s
about the issue of ethnicities, religious
affiliation, culture, language and so forth.

More than 200 acts of racism were
committed by Russian fans between
2012 and 2014, according to a recent
report by the Sova Center, a Moscow-
based racism-monitoring group. Piara
Power, executive director of Football
Against Racism in Europe, said last year
that he believed an African team could
walk off the pitch during the World Cup
if they suffered abuse during a game.
The Ghana Football Association (GFA)
has already reacted angri ly  to the
Frimpong incident, saying the player
had been suffered to “vile” abuse and
that it “beats our imagination” that the

he was penalized.
FIFA announced in May that a new

system of match observers would moni-
tor incidents of racism and discrimination
at 2018 World Cup qualifiers, however
Russian domestic matches do not fall
under the jurisdiction. “If the RFU are in
need of our support, and I think they are,
then we can provide them with support,”
said Federico Addiechi, FIFA’s head of
sustainability, whose role includes dis-
crimination. “It would be naive and arro-
gant for us to come here and say were
are going to educate Russia. We are in no
position to do that, we have no need to
do that, we have no moral statue to do
that; it is our role to prevent incidents
happen in events under our responsibili-
ty.” —Reuters

Russian authorities fail to ‘understand racism’
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Hamilton and rivals 
try to refocus post

Bianchi funeral
BUDAPEST: Two days after attending the funeral of their col-
league Jules Bianchi, Formula One’s leading drivers gather
again yesterday to begin preparations for this weekend’s
Hungarian Grand Prix, the 10th race of a season dominated
by Mercedes and their dueling duo of defending champion
Lewis Hamilton and team-mate Nico Rosberg. Following
emotional scenes in Nice, where Frenchman Bianchi was laid
to rest after his death last Friday from injuries suffered in a
collision with a recovery vehicle at last year’s Japanese Grand
Prix, the mood in the paddock at the Hungaroring circuit,
north of Hungary’s capital city, is likely to be more subdued
than usual on the eve of F1’s mid-season ‘summer’ break. 

Both Briton Hamilton and German Rosberg, as well as
Rosberg’s compatriot four-time champion Sebastian Vettel,
were among many well-known Formula One personalities
who attended Bianchi’s funeral, an occasion that marked the
first death of an F1 driver as a result of a racing accident
since Brazilian Ayrton Senna in 1994. Bianchi was tipped to
become a Ferrari driver and enjoy an outstanding career.

Hamilton, who leads Rosberg by 17 points in this year’s
title race, is in pursuit of his third title, but made clear this
week he will have much more on his mind as he seeks to
extend that advantage on a sun baked, tight and demand-
ing track where he has traditionally shone in past seasons.
“Saying goodbye to Jules was incredibly hard for everyone,”
he said. “For myself, I wished I had known him better. But
from what I knew of him, he was a kind heart with a great
spirit and a bright future...”Now our sport embarks on a
tough road ahead,” he added, in quotes attributed to him in
a news release by Mercedes.

“We have made great progress for safety thus far and I
know that the FIA will continue to make steps forward to
improve even further.” Since Bianchi, 25, lost control of his
car in torrential rain at the Suzuka circuit and crashed last
October, the sport has reviewed many of its safety proce-
dures. Most notably with the introduction of a ‘virtual’ Safety
Car scenario to try and avoid any repeat. The ruling body,
the International Motoring Federation (FIA) has also retired
number 17, Bianchi’s racing number. Hamilton added: “I will
carry Jules with me in my prayers and thoughts, not only in
this race, but for the rest of my driving days. I know he’d
want us to race hard, as he did, and so I will.”

Rosberg, winner of three out of four races before the
British Grand Prix earlier this month, echoed his team-mate’s
thoughts. “It has been a very emotional week,” he said. “The
drivers paid our final respects to Jules and said farewell. He
was a very talented driver and a good guy. “My thoughts in
these days are with his family and close friends. Everyone
will be sharing the same feelings in the paddock this week,
but we must race on and race hard for Jules as he would
have wanted to be doing himself.” Much focus this weekend
will be on the emotional and mental stability of the drivers
who have appeared most affected by Bianchi’s death as
Ferrari plan to decorate their garage in a visual tribute to the
young driver they were grooming for stardom. —AFP

TORONTO: Men’s 100-meter dash winner Andre DeGrasse of Canada (3rd right) competes with Ramon
Gittens of Barbados (left) Antoine Adams of Saint Kitts (right) and Remontay McClain of the USA (2nd left)
during the 2015 Pan American Games in Toronto. —AFP

TORONTO: Canada’s Andre De Grasse and Jamaica’s Sherone
Simpson won their respective 100 meters finals at the Pan
American Games on Wednesday while St Lucia enjoyed a land-
mark moment at the multi-sport competition. De Grasse,
Canada’s newest sprinting sensation, took the men’s final in 10.05
seconds in front of his home crowd while three-times Olympic
medalist Simpson crossed the line in a season-best 10.95.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to compete at
home in front of relatives and friends,” De Grasse, who will
also compete in the 200m and 4x100m relay, told reporters. “I
feel like I’ve got my first senior national medal, and at home,
so that’s a great feeling.” Ramon Gittens of the Barbados fin-
ished second with a season-best 10.07 while Antoine Adams
of St Kitts and Nevis was third in 10.09, also his fastest of the
season. De Grasse emerged this year as Canada’s biggest
sprinting sensation since Donovan Bailey, who won the 100m
gold at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics with a then-world record
time of 9.84.

He has covered 100m in under 10 seconds three times this
year and is putting Canadian sprinting back on the map.
Simpson showed solid form in holding off Ecuador’s Angela
Tenorio (silver) and American Barbara Pierre (bronze) but felt
there was still work to be done before moving on to the
August  22-30 world athletics championships in Beijing. “I tried

to keep my composure and just ensure that I was relaxed in
the last 20 metres of the race,” said Simpson. “Now I just need
to get back to work and improve what I have to improve for
the world championships.” The United States held their lead in
the medals race by upping their gold medal tally to 76 and
201 overall. Canada were second with 64 gold and 173 overall.

‘Great honor’
Levern Spencer won the women’s high jump to give St.

Lucia their first gold medal in six appearances at the multi-
sport competition between countries from North America,
Latin America, South America and the Caribbean. Spencer,
who represented her country in the last two Olympics, cleared
1.94m to secure the gold ahead of Antigua and Barbuda’s
Priscilla Frederick and Barbados’ Akela Jones. “No other St
Lucian has ever won a gold at a Pan Am so it’s a great honor
and I’m just happy to get a gold medal for my country,”
Spencer, who won a bronze medal at the 2007 Pan Ams in Rio
de Janeiro, told reporters. Waterski and wakeboard, one of the
eight Pan Am sports not part of the Olympics program, had its
day in the spotlight as the first medals were awarded. Chile’s
Felipe Miranda won the men’s water ski overall event while
Canada’s Whitney McClintock won gold in the women’s com-
petition. —Reuters

De Grasse wins 100m title as 
St Lucia strikes Pan Am gold

US lead with 76 gold medals


