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GAP: Tour de France leader Chris Froome
admits his rivals’ tactical racing is pushing
him to his “limits”. With three Alpine stages
left in this year’s race before Sunday’s pro-
cession to Paris, Froome knows he won’t
be given a moment’s rest by fellow overall
contenders desperate to turn the tide on a
Tour that so far has been tightly locked
away in the Briton’s pocket. 

The 186.5km 18th stage from Gap to
Saint Jean de Maurienne may not look on
paper like a course where time differences
can be gained, but the last week’s racing
has proved to Froome that the likes of
Movistar pair  Nairo Quintana (second
overal l  at  3min 10sec)  and Alejandro
Valverde (third at 4min 09sec), Tinkoff-
Saxo’s Alberto Contador (fifth at 6min
40sec)  or  even reigning champion
Vincenzo Nibali (seventh at 8min 04sec)
wi l l  not  let  him relax .  Already on
Wednesday’s 17th stage from Digne-les-
Bains to Pra Loup, Froome was left to sol-
dier on alone as his teammates were shed
by the aggressive r iding of  Movistar ,
Tinkoff and Astana.

Quintana had even started the attacks
within the first 50km. “I was definitely
pushed to my limits (Wednesday) with all
those attacks and we can definitely expect
more of that over the next three days,” said
Froome,  the 30-year-old Sky leader.
Movistar had sent two riders up the road in
a breakaway to be used later  to help
Quintana and Valverde on the final climb.
“It was a very impressive ride by them to
have numbers in the finish there,” admit-
ted Froome. Tinkoff had planned a similar
tactic but it unraveled when Contador
crashed on the tricky descent off the Col
d’Allos.

Peter Sagan and Rafal Majka had gone
up the road in a breakaway and Australian
Michael Rodgers was also ahead of the
peloton ready to act as a bridge. “We made
a move and sent two guys out in the break
and then I made a move, a bit far out,”
explained Rodgers. “The idea was to have a
group of guys waiting for Alberto on the
top of the penultimate climb. It worked
out perfectly, we had Peter, Alberto and
then myself in that select group with Rafal
further ahead.  “Unfortunately, Alberto
slipped in one of the corners. There were a
lot of bumps and his front wheel slipped
and before we knew it  he was on the
ground.”

With Contador slipping out to 6min
40sec behind Froome, the Briton says his
Spanish rival will be doing nothing but
attacking from now on in .  “Alberto

Contador lost  more t ime in that f inal
descent with his crash and you can only
expect  him to attack in  the next  few
stages,” said Froome. The stage has seven

categorized climbs, making it ideal for a
breakaway and both Movistar and Tinkoff
are sure to have men in that. But the main
danger may come from the 21km long

hors  category Col  du Glandon.  Even
though it peaks just under 40km from the
finish, Froome can expect the fireworks to
ignite on the ascent.— AFP 

MONTREAL: South African Tim Clark is
looking forward to “a fun week” for his title
defense at the Canadian Open where he
hopes to put behind him a frustrating
2015 campaign that was derailed by
elbow surgery in February. Clark has
played in just two PGA Tour events since
then, and was forced to withdraw from
last week’s British Open at St Andrews in
Scotland due to visa problems. 

Canada, however, has always been a
welcome sanctuary for a golfer whose wife
hails from Toronto and he is delighted to
be at Glen Abbey Golf Club in Oakville,

Ontario this week after winning last year’s
Canadian Open at Royal Montreal. “I was
extremely proud of my win last year,”
Clark, 39, told reporters while preparing
for Thursday’s opening round. “Winning in
different countries means a lot to me as a
player, so that was definitely special. “Not
often do you have the opportunity of
coming back and defending any sort of
title, so this will be a fun week. I take pride
in winning a national championship like
this.  “I ’ve been fortunate to win the
Australian Open and the Scottish Open,
the South African Open and also here, so

I’m just missing a couple big ones,” he
grinned, in reference to the two majors-
the British Open and US Open. Clark had
major elbow surgery in 2011 which side-
lined him for most of that season, so he
has been encouraged by a much earlier
return to action this year after having a
similar procedure in February to repair a
torn tendon.

“This time I’ve only missed five months,
so I feel like I’ve been able to find my
game a lot quicker,” said the South
African, a double champion on the PGA
Tour. “Although the (left) arm doesn’t feel

a hundred percent right now, I know that
the right one feels great, so it’s just a mat-
ter of time before it (the left) feels good.
This is my third tournament back and my
game feels pretty good.” Clark, who
clinched last year’s Canadian Open by one
shot over veteran Jim Furyk, faces a strong
field that includes three players in the
world’s top 10 - third-ranked Bubba
Watson, Furyk (seventh) and Jason Day
(ninth).  A notable absentee will  be
American Brandt Snedeker, the 2013
champion at Glen Abbey, who has been
sidelined by a hip injury.— Reuters 

Clark targets ‘fun week’ for Canadian Open defense 

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MAURIENNE: Great Britain’s Christopher Froome (center), wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey,
rides in the pack past a lake during the 186,5 km eighteenth stage of the 102nd edition of the Tour de France cycling race
yesterday, between Gap and Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne, French Alps. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea’s two-time PGA Tour
winner Bae Sang-Moon will be changing
the driving range for a shooting range after
losing a court battle to defer his mandatory
two-year military service. Bae, 28, who
turned professional in 2004 and won his
first US PGA event in 2013, had asked to
delay his service to focus on his burgeoning
career, but a South Korean district court on
Wednesday ruled that he must return home
to serve.

Instead of appealing,  Bae told the
Yonhap news agency that he would
“humbly accept” the ruling. All able-bodied
South Korean men aged 18-35 must serve

in the military for about two years. Those
between 25 and 35 who have not yet com-
pleted their mandatory service require a
special permit to stay overseas. Bae’s per-
mit expired at the end of last year and the
court denied his application for an exten-
sion. “I decided that I can mature further as
a golfer by returning home as soon as I can
and complete my mandatory military serv-
ice,” he told Yonhap from Oakville, Ontario,
where he was preparing for this week’s
Canadian Open.

The South Korean district court ruled
that a conscript was not allowed to arbitrar-
ily schedule his entry into the military-even

if his professional career faces the risk of
being disrupted. South Korea’s armed
forces rely heavily on a compulsory military
service system, with conscripts-most in
their early 20s-accounting for the lion’s
share of its 690,000 active personnel. The
country remains technically at war with
North Korea as the 1950-53 Korean War
ended in an armistice instead of a peace
treaty, and dodging military service is a
serious crime punishable by imprisonment.
Exemptions are very rare, although sports
can offer a way out. Athletes winning an
Olympic gold medal, for example, are not
required to serve.—AFP 
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