
Passing time in Gurgaon
Some Delhi residents like to be snobbish about
Gurgaon, and you’ll often hear the words ‘con-
crete jungle’ in connection with the city, but this
dynamic satellite actually has some lovely open
spaces. Leisure Valley Park in Sector 29 serves up
25 acres of greenery in the middle of Gurgaon.
It’s a great place for nature lovers to escape the
city rush for some moments of peace and qui-
etude, a green haven by day and a venue for
musical concerts by night. Even on days with no
events, a musical fountain stirs up life in the
evenings, adding drama to a stroll in the park.

More boisterous nightlife (and day-life) is on
offer at Kingdom of Dreams. Topping the bill are
the musical spectaculars Zangoora and
Jhumroo, bringing a touch of Vegas glamour to
the southern suburbs. Even if you don’t watch a
Bollywood-style show, you can easily spend a
day shopping for local handicrafts and trying
out dishes from across India at its indoor food
street, Culture Gully.

Food lover’s playground
Without a doubt the biggest attraction in
Gurgaon is its food scene, drawing people from
all over Delhi with its sheer variety. Cyber Hub
next to all the major corporate offices in Cyber
City, is a one-stop banquet, serving everything
from tikkas to tapas. Along the row of restau-
rants, check out SodaBottleOpenerWalla, a
quirkily designed eatery serving Parsi food. The
pedestrian arcade is handy if you just want to
walk around away from the traffic and sip a cof-
fee outdoors.

Another top foodie stop in Gurgaon is
Amaranta,  the coastal Indian cuisine restaurant

at the Oberoi Gurgaon, serving fab seafood.
Kebab enthusiasts congregate at The Great
Kabab Factory for endless rounds of kebabs for a
fixed price, or grab tasty takeaways from
Qureshi’s Kabab Corner in DLF Phase 1 market.
Crossing the globe, head to Izu in the South
Point Mall for modern Japanese, or Fat Lulu’s for
pizza; it has come a long way since starting up as
a pop-up joint in the Galleria Market. If you are
planning to visit Kingdom or Dreams or Leisure
Valley Park, drop into Sector 29 market, which
has a good selection of mid-priced restaurants
where you can grab a bite.

Gurgaon retail therapy
The great thing about Gurgaon is that there are
still some open-air shopping spaces amongst
some of Delhi NCR’s biggest indoor malls.
Galleria Market in DLF Phase 4 has everything
from international brands to Indian specialty
stores such as Kama Ayurveda, and a lovely out-
doors space where you can sit by the fountain
and enjoy the sun. There are plenty of restau-
rants and cafes alongside the boutiques.

Ambience Mall at Ambiance Island on
National Highway 8 is definitely king of the
indoor malls, with one kilometer of high-street
brand shopping and entertainment zones
including a kid’s playing area, a food court, a
beer garden and a concert space. At Ambi mall,
as it is called by the locals, you can find a range
of mid-priced Indian designers offering quality
ethnic Indian wear. Cross Point Mall in DLF
Phase 4 and South Point Mall on Golf Course
Road are two of the smaller malls that are worth
visiting, though perhaps more for the food than
the shopping.

It’s got every cuisine you can think of. It’s got a thriving cultural scene. It’s got places to soak in the sun (or
hide from it!), and lots and lots of shops. In recent years, the satellite city of Gurgaon, 30km south of New
Delhi, has become so self-sufficient that it is becoming a travel destination in its own right. With direct con-
nections to the capital via the Delhi Metro, and a growing reputation as the capital of all things cool,
Gurgaon is where Delhi’s aspirations for the future are made real. Indeed, you may find that you never need
to travel out to ‘old’ New Delhi. Here’s our guide to spending time in Delhi’s newest hangout.
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