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1. It’s free
Taking a page from Apple, which has been releasing free
updates to its Mac operating system lately, Windows 10 is free
for most users. But there’s a catch: users must upgrade within
the first year of availability. So if you’re keen on updating, do
it before the $119 price kicks in next July.

2. It’s available July 29 ... automatically, with an app 
Don’t worry about rolling out a sleeping bag next to your com-
puter: There’s no need to stay awake until 12:01 a.m. July 29 in
order to click the download button. Anyone who installs the
“Get Windows 10” app will be able to schedule a download
time from their existing computer.

3. Most (newish) computers should work with it
Any computer purchased in the last few years should work
with the new OS. According to the minimum system require-
ments, users will need an existing computer running Windows
7 or newer, 1 GB of RAM, a 1 GHz processor and 16 GB of hard
disk space. However, users still operating a computer with a
floppy drive will need to download a special driver to access
the ancient medium. (They should also get a prize for using
such a relic.) https://www.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/win-
dows-10-specifications

4. Holograms!
Sitting at a screen is so 1995. HoloLens, a virtual-reality head-
set from Microsoft, is technically a Windows 10 device. As
such, users can turn anything from their living room to a park
into a digital workspace. Though you can’t order one right
away from Amazon, it appears as though the holographic
technology built into Windows 10 will help future-proof the
OS. 

5. Office is (sorta) included for free
People with a mobile device (ie. tablet) running Windows 10
will have free access to something called “Universal Apps for
Office.” It’s designed to be a basic version of Office so users
can view and make simple edits to documents and presenta-
tions when they’re not at a traditional computer. Windows 10
desktop users will have to shell out for the traditional Office
suite. 

10 things to know about

Windows 10
With the upcoming release of Windows 10, Microsoft looks to rebound from the lukewarm reaction to Windows 8.

Here are ten things you should know about the next version of the OS.


