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NEW DELHI: A convicted bomb plotter due
to be hanged next week lodged yesterday a
last-ditch challenge with India’s top court,
claiming his death warrant had been issued
before all legal avenues to appeal were
exhausted. The Supreme Court on Tuesday
rejected a final appeal by Yakub Memon, who
was convicted for plotting the 1993 Mumbai
bomb attacks that killed hundreds, paving
the way for his execution after more than two
decades in jail. But his lawyers lodged the last-
ditch appeal saying his execution date of July

30 had been set in April, before this week’s
Supreme Court verdict.

Eleven people have been convicted over
the 1993 attacks, the deadliest in India’s histo-
ry. The Bombay Stock Exchange, the offices of
Air India and a luxury hotel were among the
targets of the March 1993 blasts, which killed
257 people in India’s commercial capital. The
attacks were believed to have been staged by
Mumbai’s Muslim-dominated underworld in
retaliation for anti-Muslim violence that killed
more than 1,000 people.

Rights activists have criticized the decision
to hang Memon, an accountant who denied
any involvement in the bombings. He and
two of his brothers were convicted in 2006 by
a specially designated court using controver-
sial anti-terror legislation that was introduced
after the 1993 bomb blasts and is no longer
on the statute books. Another brother, Tiger
Memon, was alleged to have masterminded
the attacks along with Mumbai gang boss
Dawood Ibrahim.

Both have been on the run since 1993 and

Yakub Memon is the only one of the 11 con-
victed to have had his death sentence upheld
on appeal. Media reports said Memon’s wife
had visited him yesterday in jail in western
Maharashtra state, were he is scheduled to be
hanged. India ended an eight-year unofficial
moratorium on executions in 2012 when it
hanged the lone surviving gunman from the
deadly 2008 Mumbai attacks. A Kashmiri sep-
aratist convicted of involvement in a deadly
2001 attack on the Indian parliament was exe-
cuted in New Delhi in 2013.—AFP

India bomb plotter seeks stay of execution

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s bold promise of a squeaky clean gov-
ernment is under threat just over 12 months
after his landslide election victory, with a
string of scandals erupting across the coun-
try. Two months ago, Modi and his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) celebrated their first year
in office, trumpeting initiatives introduced to
reform Asia’s third largest economy and pro-
claiming the government scam free. But just
weeks later, embarrassing allegations
ensnared Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj
along with the chief ministers of Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh where the right-wing
BJP rules at the state level.

Analysts say the government’s credibility
risks damage after it pledged an honest and
efficient administration, to attract much-
needed foreign investment and win over
voters enraged about endemic corruption.
Graft scandals plagued the previous
Congress-led government, resulting in poli-
cy paralysis and the worst economic slow-
down since the 1980s. The latest allegations
also threaten Modi’s critical land, taxation
and other legislative reforms, with this
week’s new session of parliament erupting
in chaos over opposition demands for
Swaraj and the chief ministers to resign.

“These scams that have broken out have
really lowered the image of the BJP-led gov-

ernment,” said Satish Misra, a senior fellow
with the Delhi-based Observer Research
Foundation think tank.   “BJP leaders cele-
brated their first year with a lot of pomp and
show, saying ‘we have no scams, we are
incorruptible’. But in the 13th month, there
were scams breaking out everywhere,” Misra
said. The government has staunchly resisted
calls to sack Swaraj over her role in helping
corruption-hit former cricket boss Lalit Modi
obtain a passport in the UK.

The BJP has stood behind Rajasthan chief
minister Vasundhara Raje, under fire for
allegedly supporting Lalit Modi’s UK immi-
gration application while he was under
investigation back in India for graft. But it is
also under pressure over Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, chief minister of Madhya Pradesh
state, where thousands of people are
alleged to have bribed officials and politi-
cians in return for jobs or places in training
institutes. India’s top court has ordered a
federal investigation into the so-called
Vyapam scam after a spate of recent deaths
fuelled claims of a mass cover-up by the
Chouhan government. The opposition says
dozens of people associated with the scam,
including witnesses, have died but state
authorities say there is little evidence to con-
nect any of the deaths or to suggest foul
play. Separately, a court has agreed to look

into an allegation that national education
minister Smriti Irani lied about her education
degree.

Parliament in turmoil 
As parliament began on Tuesday, the

prime minister appealed for opposition uni-
ty to push through his long-awaited new
national sales tax and other reforms. “We all
have to work together to take important
decisions for the development of the
nation,” Modi told reporters. But a veteran
BJP leader, lawmaker Shanta Kumar, broke
ranks, calling for an ethics committee to be
set up to investigate some of the scandals
embroiling the BJP leaders.

“News about the Vyapam scam in
Madhya Pradesh has made us hang our
heads in shame,” Kumar, a former chief min-
ister of Himachal Pradesh state, wrote in a
letter to BJP president Amit Shah.   “It’s natu-
ral for any Indian to feel disappointed and
disheartened with the kind of news on the
front pages of newspapers and TV chan-
nels,” he said in the letter, released this week
on his Facebook page. Parliament descend-
ed yesterday into turmoil for a third straight
day, with the government branding opposi-
tion demands for resignations irresponsible,
saying none of the BJP leaders had broken
any laws.—AFP

India scandals threaten
‘scam-free’ government pledge

INDIA: Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi  talks with Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Venkaiah Naidu as
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) parliamentarians Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Jitendra Singh and Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
look on as he arrives for the monsoon session at Parliament.—AFP

Sri Lanka to harness wasted 
rainwater for crops, power

MEDAWACHCHIYA: Sri Lanka plans to store and use a billion cubic
meters of rainwater per year, which would otherwise drain into the sea,
in an ambitious effort to boost irrigation and power production. The
new water management system is being built in the country’s dry zone,
which covers its northern and eastern areas. Home to at least a third of
Sri Lanka’s population of 20 million, the mainly agricultural zone has
been hit hard by climate shifts over the past decade, and is suffering
severe water shortages.

Experts say the project could harness enough water to fill two of the
country’s largest reservoirs, Victoria and Randenigala. The $675 million
project, funded by the government and donors, begins this month and
is due to be completed by December 2024. One of the island nation’s
largest water-related infrastructure projects in recent years, it envisages
the construction of two new reservoirs and 260 km of new and upgrad-
ed canals linking existing reservoirs.

The aim is to help the dry zone better manage its water supply for
power generation and farming. “Rain patterns have been changing and
the dry zone is getting less water now,” said S Shanmugasivanathan, a
senior official with the Department of Irrigation. “We need to optimize
water usage.” Mean annual rainfall across Sri Lanka is 2,000 mm, of
which the dry zone gets half or less. Most of the farming done there
relies on irrigation, using small water tanks that are filled from the
region’s larger reservoirs.

“With rain patterns now coming in short and intense bursts, we are
faced with frequent incidents of floods interspersed with drought,”
Shanmugasivanathan said. “During floods we have no option but to
release the water, because there is no infrastructure in place to retain it,”
he added. The new project would put to use some of the rain and flood-
water that is now wasted.

Water to combat poverty
The plan to build new water retention infrastructure in the dry zone

has been on the drawing board since the 1970s in the form of the
Mahaweli Development Program, which covered the country’s central
hills and some of the north. The idea was to use the waters of the
Mahaweli River, the longest in the country, to increase power genera-
tion capacity by about 260 MW and provide irrigation water to an addi-
tional 325,000 acres of land.

But parts of the project were stalled by the civil war that ravaged
Tamil-dominated northern and eastern Sri Lanka for a quarter of a cen-
tury until 2009. The new water management project is based on a mod-
ified and upgraded version of the original Mahaweli scheme, according
to government officials and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), which
is providing $453 million in funding.

The ADB estimates that 70 percent of the dry zone’s population
depend on agriculture. The impact of weather extremes on farming in
the region means average income there is 10 percent lower than in the
rest of the country, it calculates. The hope is that the new project will
help pull local people out of poverty, ADB officials say.

“The dry zone communities have historically remained among the
poorest on the island and changing climate patterns will further impact
monsoon rains and possibly worsen droughts,” said Lance Gore, a water
resources specialist with the ADB in Manila. “By providing more water,
the project will enhance the earning capacity of people dependent on
agriculture,” he said. It also aims to supply safe drinking water to
350,000 people.

Farmers in the dry zone are mostly in favor of the project, because
even in years of above-average rainfall they have endured water
shortages as reservoirs empty too quickly. “It happened to me in
2011 and again in 2013,” said Punchi Banda Herath, 55, a farmer in
Medawachchiya, North Central Province, about 230 km from
Colombo. “There were floods earlier in the year, but by the time I
went to do the planting towards the end of the year there was no
water left. The small reservoirs in this region can’t hold that much
water when it rains, and run dry very fast when drought sets in,” he
explained.—Reuters


