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Bush blasts ‘swarms
of lobbyists’ 

WASHINGTON: Surrounded by supporters as he announced his bid
for the presidency, Jeb Bush decried the “swarms of lobbyists” hold-
ing sway in Washington and said he was the candidate ready to do
something about it. “We will also challenge the culture that has made
lobbying the premier growth industry in our nation’s capital,” Bush
said in Miami. “Look, the rest of the country struggles under big gov-
ernment, while comfortable, complacent interest groups in
Washington have been thriving on it.”

Four days later, Bush was in Washington for a fundraising lunch-
eon in his honor. His hosts included lobbyists who have made their
living working the influence game in D.C., with the majority of big
money fundraisers listed on the June 19 invitation current or one-
time lobbyists.

For Bush, the connection is not new. Before he was governor, Bush
himself was a registered lobbyist on behalf of Codina Bush Group and
a country club development in 1991, Miami-Dade records show. A
spokeswoman said Bush wasn’t working as a lobbyist then but as a
partner in development projects.

As Florida governor, he expanded the state’s D.C. lobbying corps.
After leaving office, he was a corporate board member or adviser for
companies that spent tens of millions in federal lobbying. And now,
as presidential candidate, one vein of support flows from the K Street
lobbying corps, and another from lobbyists in his home state of
Florida.

Fundraising reports that Bush filed last week with the Federal
Election Commission list eight lobbyists as bundlers who brought in
$228,400 to his campaign through June 30. That likely represents just
a portion of his industry support, as the FEC report - listing $11.4 mil-
lion in contributions - is a small 

piece of his larger fundraising machine. Bush’s super PAC, Right to
Rise, has raised another $103 million but not yet disclosed its donors.

On Monday, Bush banged the anti-establishment drum once more
in a Florida State University speech entitled, “Taking on Mt.
Washington” - including a pitch to extend the ban on former mem-
bers of Congress from lobbying their colleagues from one to two
years up to six. —AP

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama will
land in Kenya today with a mission to
strengthen US  security and economic ties,
but his personal connection to his father’s
birthplace will dominate a trip that Kenyans
view as a native son returning home.

Kenya is a critical Western ally in the battle
against the Somali Islamist group al Shabaab,
which massacred 148 people in April at a
Kenyan university near the Somali border.
Obama is likely to focus talks in Nairobi on
security cooperation. He will also spend pri-
vate time with family members but will not
travel to the village that is most closely associ-
ated with the family name, White House offi-
cials said. “Just as anybody is curious about
their heritage, visiting Kenya provides him an
opportunity to make that personal connec-
tion,” Valerie Jarrett, a senior aide and family
friend of Obama, said in an interview.

Obama, who made a trip to Kenya while
serving as a US  senator in 2006, has voiced
some disappointment that he will have less
freedom to see the country during this trip,
but said he was looking forward to it nonethe-

less. “My hope is ...that we can deliver a mes-
sage that the US  is a strong partner not just
for Kenya, but for Sub-Saharan Africa general-
ly,” he said. In Nairobi he will preside over the
Global Entrepreneurship Summit, pay tribute
to the victims and survivors of the 1998 US
embassy bombing, and dine with President
Uhuru Kenyatta, whose indictment by the
International Criminal Court for crimes against
humanity largely prevented Obama from
going earlier in his presidency. The charges
were dropped in March.

US officials have not given details of what
new security cooperation could be discussed,
but Kenyatta has said the fight against terror-
ism would be “central to discussions.”

Critics of Obama have compared his
record in Africa unfavorably to that of his
predecessor, George W. Bush, whose
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) program has made him a hero on
the continent. Obama’s advisers point to his
own initiatives on electricity, agriculture, and
trade as solidifying his legacy. He is the first
sitting US president to go to Kenya or

Ethiopia, his second stop on the two-country
tour. In Nairobi Obama will give a speech to
the Kenyan people, which is likely to high-
light his personal connection to the country.
In Addis Ababa he will meet with regional
leaders to discuss the crisis in South Sudan
and speak to the African Union, the first US
president to do so. Rights activists have
raised concerns about Obama’s trip to both
Kenya and Ethiopia because of alleged
human rights violations.

“Both countries face real security threats
but we are concerned by the way in which
each government has responded, often with
abusive security measures and increased
efforts to stifle civil society and independent
media,” several rights’ groups said in a letter
to Obama on Wednesday. Five detained
Ethiopian journalists were released earlier
this month. US National Security Adviser
Susan Rice said Obama would not hesitate to
raise human rights concerns during the trip
and that the White House wanted to see last-
ing change, not simply a gesture tied to
Obama’s trip.— Reuters

WASHINGTON: Real estate mogul Donald
Trump takes his presidential campaign to the
Mexico border, still riding high in polls despite
remarks on immigrants that enraged Latinos
and cost him millions in business contracts. “I
am going to the BORDER tomorrow. Will be
seeing some really brave people. Look for-
ward to a big day!” he tweeted to his more
than 3.3 million followers on Wednesday.

Trump’s campaign team said he would
tour Laredo, a town on the Texas-Mexico bor-
der, visit the border itself, address local law
enforcement and deliver a press conference.
The former reality TV star, who has made a for-
tune in real estate and other business ven-
tures, leads polls among Republican and

Republican-leaning independents in his bid to
become president.   

He has hogged the headlines with a series
of outlandish remarks and media stunts, lam-
pooning rivals, insulting career politicians and
castigating illegal immigrants. 

On Tuesday, he called rival candidate
Senator Lindsey Graham “a total lightweight”
and in a stunning breach of etiquette read out
Graham’s cell phone number and urged peo-
ple to call him. The same day, he mocked for-
mer Texas governor Rick Perry who in recent
months has taken to wearing eyeglasses. “He
put on glasses so people think he’s smart.
People can see through the glasses,” Trump
said during a speech. Over the weekend, he

provoked a backlash among Republican faith-
ful by trash-talking Vietnam war hero Senator
John McCain, one of America’s most respect-
ed politicians. McCain, at the time a navy avia-
tor, was held prisoner five years and tortured
after being shot down. But Trump was unim-
pressed.  “He’s not a war hero,” he said in
remarks that were widely condemned.  “He’s a
war hero because he was captured. I like peo-
ple that weren’t captured, OK?”

Trump has managed to ruffle the feathers
of the Republican establishment and has
turned almost all of his presidential rivals
against him, thanks to incendiary rhetoric.

His presidential competitors, for their part,
have ramped up their counter-attacks-in part

to raise their own profiles in a crowded field of
Republican presidential aspirants that now
numbers 16.

Perry had particularly harsh words for
Trump at a press conference on Wednesday.

“Donald Trump’s candidacy is a cancer on
conservatism, and it must be clearly diag-
nosed, excised and discarded,” the former
Texas governor said ahead of the billionaire
mogul’s visit to his home state, calling
Trump’s presidential campaign “a barking
carnival act.”

Trump is also expected to encounter
protests when he arrives in Texas, following
remarks on the campaign trail that many
Hispanics have found deeply insulting.— AFP

Incendiary Trump to visit US-Mexico border

Obama returns to father’s 
homeland with history
To focus talks on security cooperation

PRETORIA: In this file photo, children squat to have their photograph taken by their parents next to paintings of President
Barack Obama, center, and former South African President Nelson Mandela, left, outside the Mediclinic Heart Hospital where
Nelson Mandela is being treated in Pretoria. Today Obama will be visiting Kenya, where his father was born, for a summit on
entrepreneurship before heading to Ethiopia to address leaders at the African Union headquarters.—AP

HENDERSON: In this June 27, 2015, file photo, Republican
presidential candidate, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush
speaks at a campaign event in Henderson, Nev.
Announcing his bid for the presidency, Bush said he
would “challenge the culture that has made lobbying the
premier growth industry in our nation’s capital.”— AP


