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WASHINGTON: Five weeks after nine
people were slain at a black Charleston
church, federal authorities have indicted
the suspected shooter on dozens of new
charges, including hate crimes, firearms
violations and obstructing the practice of
religion.

The prosecution, particularly on hate
crimes, has been expected since the June
17 shootings at Emanuel African
Methodist Church in Charleston. The sus-
pected shooter, 21-year-old Dylann Roof, is
white and appeared in photos waving
Confederate flags and burning or dese-
crating US flags. He purportedly wrote
online of fomenting racial violence, and
federal authorities on Wednesday con-
firmed his use of a personal manuscript in
which he decried integration and used
racial slurs to refer to blacks.

Hate crimes cases can be tricky to
bring, with the onus on authorities to
prove a suspect’s motivations and pre-
crime intentions. But one expert who has

followed this case says some of the exten-
uating circumstances of Roof’s case could
potentially make it easier for prosecutors -
and more difficult for his defense team.
“All a jury is going to have to do is look at
the crime that was committed and the vic-
tims that he selected and then read what
he wrote in advance, and then look at the
photos, as well as things that he might
have said to people about why he was
committing the crimes,” Cornell Law
School professor Jens Ohlin said. “This
strikes me as an incredibly easy case for a
federal prosecution. It’s not clear to me at
all what kind of defense strategy his
lawyers could come up with.” Although
what tack Roof’s defense lawyers might
take is unclear, Ohlin said their job may be
made even more difficult if Roof were to
be unapologetic for any of the photos or
writings.

“Dylann Roof might object to his
lawyers trying to defend him against the
hate crimes charges,” Ohlin said. “If the

lawyers go in there and say, ‘This wasn’t a
hate crime’- he might not let his lawyers
say that. His view might be: ‘This was a
hate crime, and I’m proud of it.’” The
Justice Department has not decided
whether it will seek the death penalty
against Roof, nor whether its prosecution
will come before a state case that includes
murder charges and another potential
death penalty prosecution.

Because South Carolina has no state
hate-crimes law, federal charges were
needed to adequately address a motive
that prosecutors believe was unquestion-
ably rooted in racial hate, US  Attorney
General Loretta Lynch said during a
Wednesday news conference.

Roof, Lynch said, had for several
months prior to the shootings conceived a
goal of “increasing racial tensions through-
out the nation and seeking retribution for
perceived wrongs he believed African-
Americans had committed against white
people.” To carry out those goals, he

“decided to seek out and murder African-
Americans because of their race,” Lynch
said, adding he had purposefully selected
the historic church to “ensure the greatest
notoriety and attention to his actions.”

He took advantage of his victims’ gen-
erosity when they welcomed Roof into
their Bible-study group, she said. “The
parishioners had Bibles. Dylann Roof had
his .45-caliber Glock pistol and eight maga-
zines loaded with hollow-point bullets.”

Hate crime cases are often challenging
for the government because it must prove
that a defendant was primarily motivated
by a victim’s race or religion as opposed to
other factors frequently invoked by
defense attorneys, such as drug addiction
or mental illness.

Last year, a federal appeals court in
Ohio overturned hate crime convictions
against Amish men and women accused in
beard- and hair-cutting attacks against fel-
low Amish who were thought to have
defied the community leader. — AP

Federal charges including hate crimes for accused shooter

ASPEN:  The Islamic State group’s effort to
inspire troubled Americans to violence has
become more of a terror threat to the US than
an external attack by al-Qaeda, the FBI director
said Wednesday. FBI Director James Comey
told an audience at the Aspen Security Forum
that the Islamic State group, which has pro-
claimed a caliphate in parts of Syria and Iraq,
has influenced a significant but unknown num-
ber of Americans through a year-long cam-
paign on social media urging Muslims who
can’t travel to the Middle East to “kill where you
are.” Twitter handles affiliated with the group
have more than 21,000 English-language fol-
lowers worldwide, he said, thousands of whom
may be US residents.

The FBI has arrested a significant number of
people over the last eight weeks who had been
radicalized, Comey said, without specifying a
number. He repeated his previous disclosure,
without elaborating, that several people were
arrested who were planning attacks related to
the July Fourth holiday. The bureau has hun-
dreds of investigations pending into such cases
across the country. Comey said it was too soon
to say how Muhammad Youssef Abdulazeez,
the Chattanooga gunman who killed five US

troops last week, became radicalized.
Abdulazeez’s relatives have said he had a

history of drug use and depression. Comey not-
ed that “the people the Islamic State is trying to

reach are people that al-Qaeda would never
use as an operative, because they are often
unstable, troubled drug users.”

Asked if the threat from the Islamic State
group had eclipsed that of the rival organiza-
tion that attacked the US on September 11,
2001, Comey said, “Yes.” The US has tracked
dozens of Americans, ranging in age from 18 to
62, who have traveled to Syria or Iraq to fight
with the Islamic State group, he said.

“I worry very much about what I can’t see,”
Comey added, because he said Islamic State
group recruiters use encrypted communication
software to avoid US eavesdropping. Comey has
sounded the alarm about domestic radicaliza-
tion before, but his remarks Wednesday signal a
deepening concern among US officials about
the impact of the Islamic State’s effort to inspire
terrorist violence. As recently as September, sen-
ior US intelligence officials were downplaying
the group’s capacity to attack the US Matt Olsen,
then the head of the National Counter Terrorism
Center, told Congress in September that the US
had “no credible information that ISIL is plan-
ning to attack the United States.”— AP

British teenager
admits inciting

Anzac Day attack
LONDON:  A British teenager yesterday admitted to inciting an
Islamic State-inspired attack on police officers during an Anzac
Day parade in Melbourne as part of World War I anniversary
commemorations this year.

The 15-year-old, who was 14 when he was arrested, sent
thousands of instant messages to Australia-based 18-year-old
Sevdet Besim over a 10-day period, prosecutor Paul Greaney
told the court. “Those messages reveal the intentions of the
plotters and their targets, along with their motivation, which
may be summarised as support for ISIS and their enthusiasm
for the attack,” Greaney said.

The bespectacled teenager, who wore a grey shirt and tie,
cannot be named under English law because of his age.

He entered his guilty plea at the hearing at London’s
Central Criminal Court, the Old Bailey, via video link from a
court in Manchester, northwest England.

The boy, who was arrested in nearby Blackburn on April 2, is
to be sentenced on September 3.

Judge John Saunders said he had ordered pre-sentence
reports because he wanted to find out if there had been any
“indoctrination” of the defendant.

“Dealing with someone of this age is an extremely difficult
sentencing process and I will need all the help I can get,” the
judge told the court.

The boy was charged with having “incited a person to com-
mit an act of terrorism wholly or partly outside the UK, namely
during an attack on a parade to commemorate Anzac Day in
Australia” between March 15 and 26.

A second charge of inciting a beheading in Australia was
dropped by the prosecution. Greaney said that as part of their
preparations “the defendant sent Sevdet Besim a message that
read, ‘suggest you break into someone’s house and get your
first taste of beheading’”. “Sevdet Besim responded to say that
this seemed ‘a little risky’ and that aspect of the preparations
appears then to have drifted away,” Greaney added.

Besim and another Melbourne teenager, Harun Causevic,
have been charged with conspiring to commit a terrorist act,
allegedly at a parade on April 25.

They had allegedly planned to run down police officers
with a car, behead them and then shoot other people, accord-
ing to Australian media reports.

Besim and Causevic were reportedly being monitored
because of their contact with a man who was shot dead by
police in Australia last year after stabbing two officers.

On Anzac Day, ceremonies are held to remember
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps troops who fell at
Gallipoli, a fierce 1915 battle in modern-day Turkey that ended
in defeat for Allied forces, and with more than 100,000 people
dead.— AFP

ASPEN: FBI Director James Comey testifies during the Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. Comey spoke on the threat
posed to the US by the Islamic State Group at the Aspen Security Conference in
Aspen, Colo. — AP

BROKEN ARROW: An investigator walks in the front yard of a house in Broken
Arrow, Okla., yesterday, where five family members were discovered stabbed
to death. Two teenagers were taken into custody. — AP
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Group have 21,000 English-language followers worldwide


