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ISTANBUL: A leading Turkish daily has
fired one of its most senior commenta-
tors after he sent a tweet bitterly criti-
cal of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s policy on Islamic State (IS)
jihadists, reports said yesterday.

The Milliyet daily said that commen-
tator Kadri Gursel’s employment had
been terminated as the tweet was not
in line with its editorial policies.

From his Twitter account
@KadriGursel, the journalist accused
Erdogan of being the main factor
behind the rise of IS and said it was
shameful that world leaders were
addressing to him condolences for a
suicide bombing in the town of Suruc
blamed on the jihadists.

“It’s embarrassing that foreign lead-
ers call the person who is the number
one cause of the IS terror in Turkey to
present their condolences for Suruc,”
he said in a Turkish-language tweet
that has been retweeted 3,000 times.

Milliyet said in a statement quoted
by Turkish media that Gursel’s employ-
ment had been terminated with imme-
diate effect.

“The comments by our writer Mr
Kadri Gursel are incompatible with the
understanding and responsibility of
the ethics of our group of journalists,”
it said in a statement.

“Due to this attitude that destroys
our working environment, our paths
have separated as of July 22,” it added.

Thirty-two people were killed in
Monday’s suicide bombing in Suruc on
the Syrian border which the govern-
ment blamed on IS militants.

Turkey has been repeatedly accused
of colluding in the past with IS extrem-
ists in the hope they might prove use-
ful in its aim of knocking out Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad. 

Ankara has always vehemently
denied the claims. There has been
growing concern about deteriorating
press freedoms on Turkey  and in par-
ticular over the numbers of journalists
facing legal proceedings on accusa-
tions of insulting Erdogan.

Erdogan caused outrage in the run-
up to June 7 elections by saying

Cumhuriyet newspaper editor-in-chief
Can Dundar would “pay a heavy price”
over a front-page story which it said
proved Turkey had sent arms to
Islamist rebels in Syria.

Gursel is one of Milliyet’s most sen-
ior writers. He started working for the
paper in the late 1990s and was first
given a column in 2007.

Milliyet is a mainstream daily
respected for its reporting but is gener-
ally careful about overtly criticising
Erdogan. It is owned by the Demiroren
Group, one of Turkey’s largest con-
glomerates with interests in energy,
construction and media. Its chief
Erdogan Demiroren is widely seen as
close to the president. —AFP
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DUBAI:  President Hassan Rouhani defended a
nuclear deal criticised by Iran’s conservatives,
arguing yesterday that the agreement reflected
the nation’s will and was “more valuable” than
domestic carping about its details.

The elite Revolutionary Guards, a powerful
political, economic and military force, have started
sniping at the deal, saying it endangers Iran’s secu-
rity, and have also hit out at a U.N. Security Council
resolution passed on Monday endorsing it.

Under the July 14 accord, sanctions will be
gradually removed in return for Iran accepting
long-term curbs on a nuclear programme that
the West has suspected was aimed at creating a
nuclear bomb. Iran denies it seeks a nuclear
bomb Rouhani argued that the deal reflected
Iranians’ wishes.  Pinning his political prestige to
the agreement, he suggested that blocking the
deal would ignore what Iranians had sought

when they elected him to office in 2013.
“This is a new page in history,” he told a

medical conference broadcast live on television.
“It didn’t happen when we reached the deal in
Vienna on July 14, it happened on 4th of August
2013 when the Iranians elected me as their pres-
ident.”

“How can one be an Iranian and not cheer
for our negotiating team?” Rouhani added refer-
ring to Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
and the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization, Ali Akbar Salehi, both of whom
attended Rouhani’s speech.

“I chose the best negotiators Iran had. They
are knowledgeable and brave.”

Many analysts see the chance of the Iranian
leadership eventually rejecting the deal as small,
since Tehran needs the lifting of sanctions to
help its isolated economy.

Rivalries
The debate over details largely reflects inter-

nal rivalries in Iran’s cumbersome dual system
of clerical and republican rule, in which factions
jostle to gain maximum benefit from the deal
while shouldering the least responsibility.

Political analysts say the guarded welcome
given the agreement by Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei may be intended to
absolve him of blame if the accord, which will
last for years, falls apart in future.

In remarks chiding critics of the accord,
Rouhani said he had noted critics were “scru-
tinising one by one the terms of the deal”
done in Vienna and the subsequent UN reso-
lution 2231.

“That’s good but what has happened is
more valuable and more significant than that,”
he said. —Reuters
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NEW YORK: A woman holds a poster as she  takes part in a rally on Times Square in New York opposing the
nuclear deal with Iran. —AFP

UN envoy sounds 

alarm over battle 

at Syria border
BEIRUT: The United Nations envoy for Syria said government
air strikes  had caused widespread death and destruction in the
city of Zabadani, the focus of an offensive by the army and its
Hezbollah allies to retake the area from insurgents.

Staffan de Mistura, citing local sources,  said the Syrian mili-
tary had dropped a large number of barrel bombs on Zabadani
“causing unprecedented levels of destruction and many deaths
among the civilian population”.

Control of the city, about 45 km (30 miles) northwest of the
capital Damascus and about 10 km from the border with
Lebanon, is seen as crucial to consolidating President Bashar al-
Assad’s control over the border zone between Lebanon and
Syria. Fierce clashes continued overnight in the Zabadani area,
with heavy aerial bombardments in and around the city and
reports of casualties on both sides, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group said on Wednesday. It gave no
detailed figures.

Syrian state television said the army had destroyed a 70
metre-long (77 yards) tunnel used by the insurgents to trans-
port equipment into Zabadani.

The Syrian air force has been bombarding areas in and
around the city and Sunni insurgents have retaliated by firing
rockets and mortar bombs on two villages near Idlib city in the
north, the U.N. envoy de Mistura said.

An alliance of insurgents known as the “Army of Fatah”
(Islamic Conquest) had targeted Al Foua and Kefraya, northern
villages where a large number of civilians are trapped, he said.

“In both cases, civilians are tragically caught in the middle of
the fighting,” he said. Al Foua and Kefraya are home to Shi’ite
populations. Earlier this week the Syrian army backed by the
Lebanese Hezbollah advanced deeper into Zabadani, two
weeks into a campaign to capture it from insurgents, rebels and
the army said. —Reuters

DAMASCUS: United Nations (UN) special envoy for
Syria, Staffan de Mistura arrives at his hotel yester-
day in the Syrian capital Damascus after a meeting
with Syrian foreign minister as part of ongoing
efforts to negotiate a solution to the four-year war,
state media said. —AFP


