
BAGHDAD: US Defense Secretary Ash Carter, center, is greeted by US Ambassador to Iraq Stu Jones, left,  and Army Lt.
Gen. James Terry, right, as he arrives at Baghdad International Airport in Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday. Carter is on a week
long tour of the Middle East focused on reassuring allies about Iran and assessing progress in the coalition air campaign
against the Islamic State militants in Syria and Iraq. — AP
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ISTANBUL: A militant group allied to
Turkey’s outlawed Kurdish party has
shot dead in Istanbul an alleged mem-
ber of the Islamic State group who had
fought in Syria, media said yesterday.

The reports come amid soaring ten-
sions in Turkey following Monday’s sui-
cide bombing in the town of Suruc on
the border with Syria that killed 32 and
that the authorities blamed on IS.

The man, named as Mursel Gul, was
assassinated late on Tuesday in
Istanbul, Turkish media including the
Hurriyet daily and state Anatolia news
agency reported. The Patriotic
Revolutionary Youth Movement (YDG-
H), seen as the youth wing of the out-

lawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
claimed responsibility for the killing in
a statement, reports said.

The YDG-H statement said that the
man had come to Istanbul seven
months ago to receive treatment after
being wounded while fighting with IS
against Kurds for the flashpoint town
of Kobane in Syria. The group said it
had been tracking his movements for
three months and alleged Gul had him-
self been planning attacks in Istanbul.

“We will continue our operations
against the IS gang and have identified
many of them and will execute and
punish them,” it added.

“The Suruc murderers will  be

brought to account,” it said.
Anatolia said the the killers, posing

as cleaning salesmen, had fired four
bullets into Gul’s body. 

Anti-terror police launched an
investigation and have found no links
between Gul and IS, it added.

The PKK’s military wing had
Wednesday claimed the murder of two
Turkish police as revenge for the Suruc
bombing, raising fears the fighting rag-
ing in Syria between Kurds and IS is
spilling over onto Turkish territory.

Many Kurds in Turkey are deeply
unhappy with the lack of support given
by the Turkish government to the fight
against IS in Syria and accuse Ankara of

collaborating with the group, claims it
denies.

Meanwhile, Turkish media reports
said an Islamist named Ethem Turkben
had been murdered by masked men at
his home in the southern city of Adana
in a killing also suspected to have been
carried out by PKK-allied militants.

The PKK has waged a decades-long
insurgency for self-rule for Kurds in the
southeast that claimed tens of thou-
sands of lives. 

It declared a truce in 2013 after the
government opened secret peace
negotiations with its chief Abdullah
Ocalan but the current violence has
put this under threat. — AFP

Militant Kurds kill ‘IS fighter’ in Istanbul

BAGHDAD: Pentagon chief Ashton Carter
flew to Baghdad yesterday for talks on Iraq’s
war against the Islamic State group, whose
“caliphate” is shrinking but is ramping up
deadly car bombings.  Carter was to meet
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Sunni
Arab tribal leaders from Anbar, the province
where much of the fighting has taken place
in recent weeks.  During his brief visit, which
had not been announced in advance for
security reasons, Carter will also meet some
of the 3,500 US troops deployed to train and
advise Iraqi forces.

Current military efforts against IS, which
took over close to a third of Iraq last year, are
focusing on Anbar, where US forces faced
their toughest battles during their eight-year
occupation of the country.  The international
coalition led by the United States has con-
ducted thousands of air strikes against IS in
Iraq and Syria over the past year.  Lately
dozens of strikes have hit targets in Anbar

every week, as Iraqi forces press a sweeping
offensive to regain ground in the province,
whose capital Ramadi was seized by IS in
May.

Pentagon spokesman Colonel Steve
Warren, who is travelling with Carter, said
efforts in Anbar were focused on isolating
Ramadi. He put the number of jihadist fight-
ers defending the city at 1,000 to 2,000.  He
would not say when he thought a drive to
wrest the city back from IS might be launched
in earnest but said it should be a matter of
“weeks”.  Several hundred US troops are help-
ing Iraqi forces train local Sunni Arab tribes-
men at a large base in Habbaniyah, between
Ramadi and the jihadists’ other Anbar bastion
of Fallujah.

IS claims Baghdad car bombs 
Warren said 1,800 tribal fighters had

already received training and equipment
under the programme. Baghdad’s other main

partner in the fight against the Islamic State is
Tehran, which also has advisers on the
ground and directly supports the powerful
Shiite militias now playing a lead role in the
military effort.  Iran is not part of the coalition,
and while this month’s historic nuclear deal
opened a new chapter in relations between
Tehran and Washington, their coexistence on
Iraq’s battlefield remains uneasy.  The Iraqi
army, backed by Washington, wants to take
back Ramadi first, but the Hashed al-Shaabi-
an umbrella organisation for Tehran-backed
groups that Abadi only nominally controls-
has made Fallujah its priority.

After initially expanding in the wake of its
proclamation of a “caliphate” over parts of
Iraq and Syria last summer, the group led by
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi has seen the interna-
tionally supported Iraqi fightback roll back its
borders.  The jihadists are also under pressure
in Syria, where they have lost several key
areas along the border with Turkey.— AFP

US defence chief in Iraq 
for talks on war against IS
Around 2000 jihadist fighters defending Anbar

Israel troops shoot dead 
Palestinian in West Bank

HEBRON:  Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian during an arrest opera-
tion in the occupied West Bank yesterday, a hospital official said, the sec-
ond killing within 24 hours. Falah Abu Maria, 50, was shot in the chest in
the village of Beit Omar near the southern city of Hebron, neighbours
said.  He had run downstairs at his home to see what was happening
when troops stormed it to arrest his son Mohammed, they added.

The hospital said that the 24-year-old son was being treated for a
gunshot wound to the pelvis. An Israeli army spokeswoman said that
during the raid to detain Mohammed, wanted on suspicion of security
offences, “forces were attacked by a violent mob.”

She said that one man attacked a soldier, who in response shot him
in a lower limb. The wounded man was taken to hospital, she said.

The spokeswoman could not confirm his identity but acknowledged
that the wanted suspect was not taken into custody.

“As the forces left the scene, they were attacked once again by a vio-
lent mob who hurled rocks and bricks at them,” she added. “The forces
responded with fire towards the main instigator.”

She said that a soldier was “slightly injured” by the stone-throwing.
The incident was similar to one on Wednesday near the northern

West Bank  city of Jenin, where troops shot dead Mohammed Alawneh,
22, in clashes that followed raids and searches at several houses in the
village of Birqin. Alawneh was shot in the chest and died shortly after
arriving at hospital in Jenin, a Palestinian medic said.

‘Damaging climate’ 
Israeli authorities say such raids are necessary to detain suspects and

that troops can face dangerous rioting during the operations. 
Palestinians, however, condemn the raids in the occupied territories,

and the Hamas and Islamic Jihad militant groups hinted at revenge after
yesterday’s death. “We hold the Zionist occupation’s forces totally
responsible for the killing of the martyr Falah Abu Maria in cold blood,”
they said in a joint statement. “The two movements stress our people’s
right to self-defence and to a response to the crimes of the occupation,
by all possible and available means.”

The shootings came after weeks of low-level violence in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, and amid regular Israeli arrest operations.

The recent deaths “aim to undermine stability and to create a climate
of tension in the region,” official Palestinian news agency Wafa quoted
president Mahmud Abbas’s spokesman as saying.— AFP

HEBRON: Palestinian mourners carry the body of  Falah Abu
Maria, 53, during his funeral in the village of Beit Ummar
near the West Bank city of Hebron, yesterday. A Palestinian
hospital official says he was killed in a clash during an Israeli
arrest raid in the West Bank village of Beit Omar. — AP


