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Local Spotlight

The National Assembly recently issued a law aimed at pro-
tecting children from possible abuse or violations by
family members or others. The law slots kids into various

categories according to age and each pattern has been classi-
fied. I’ve seen the articles of the law and consider them fairly
good. Now we have a law to activate its articles, but I am wor-
ried over ways of implementation and follow-up to provide
maximum protection for the child, especially regarding physi-
cal abuse at the hands of parents, relatives and maids.

According to the law, this particular issue of physical abuse
has a good share of treatment options and suggestions. But
the problem is that such problems are rarely detected or spo-
ken publicly, because a person who abuses a child will not
expose himself, while the child does not understand written
laws but understands what is in front of him or her. The child
understands the code of society - that you cannot talk about
any harm to your body because of the customs and traditions
and possible mocking by others or punishment if the abuser is

a parent or close relative. But this has nothing to do with any
tradition or religion. It is culture and ignorance that deprive
children of knowledge of their rights, the detection of any
problems they might be exposed to and asking for help.  

The first condition for any real application of the law is to
recognize that we as a society are not immune to such prob-
lems and that cases of violence within the family against chil-
dren mean we need to save the children sometimes even from
their own parents. We want a preventive program because the
protection of the child is not only against violence or drugs,
but a child can be beaten and deprived within the family
home. We want this issue to become the issue of public opin-
ion, because what could happen may be unimaginable.

There are numerous kinds of violations such as forcing chil-
dren to sell stuff on the street, which is often at the hands of
parents or relatives. Such an act is illegal because it has many
risks. Article 47 of the law prohibits child employment in jobs
that put their health, safety or morals at risk. No one can say
that the street is a safe environment. We as members of socie-
ty and the media are obliged to call for the protection of these
kids. It’s a really sad scene to see kids selling tissue boxes or
small toys at traffic lights while moving from one vehicle to
another or sitting curbside and selling day-old watermelons,
often spending long hours in the heat. 

This article aims to talk about the rights of these kids as
human beings, who possibly get exposed to drug dealers or
criminals or even verbal violence, and we must say something
about this. A dinar will not solve this child’s problem. A child
does not need a set of “locked drawer” laws, but wants laws
that facilitate safety and security from any kind of possible
harm for the benefit of all children, because the problem lies
in the activation of this law and not the way it is written. 

Putting the new 
child protection 
laws into effect 

The first condition for any real 
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By Aakash Bakaya

Iwas recently asked if I was interest-
ed in joining any Indian youth
group in Kuwait, to which I replied,

“What youth groups?” Yes, there are a
few sports-related clubs mainly creat-
ed by Indian schools and there are
even a few culture-centric ones, but
nothing in between. So why is there
such a lack not only of such groups,
but pretty much anything catering to
the youth of the sub-continent? The
main reason for this lies in the simple
fact that there aren’t many young
Indian workers living here. Kuwait is
no longer drawing large numbers of
young middle class, educated Indians
as in days past. 

I come from a long line of Indian
migrants who settled in Kuwait. My
grandfather came to this country by
boat in 1955, and even when there
was nothing here but barren desert,
he along with the other hundreds of
migrants saw something else - oppor-
tunity. Fast forward 30 years, my par-
ents met in Kuwait after working in
the same office and got married even
though they are from two vastly dif-
ferent regions in India. They decided
to settle down and start a family here
and even came back after the Iraq
invasion. This story rings true for a
number of Indian expats whose
grandparents came to Kuwait during
its early years and whose parents
stayed and raised their families here.
Families preferred the peace, safety
and security of the country and want-
ed their kids to grow up here. 

A changing land of opportunity
So what has changed in the last 20

years? Why have the Indian youth,
most of whom have grown up and fin-
ished their schooling here, moved

away from their parents’ (and in some
cases grandparents’) footsteps? It may
not be glaringly obvious but many
Indians who have gone and finished
their higher education in India are
deciding to stay and work there. The
prospects of Kuwait don’t seem to
have the same appeal they once had
and there are thankfully now many
opportunities in booming India. 

Saniaa is a copywriter working in
an advertising agency in Mumbai. She
grew up in Kuwait, completed her
entire schooling at the Jabriya Indian
School and then went to India for her

higher education. At the end of her
final term, she received an offer in a
large ad agency in the heart of
Mumbai, and has never looked back. I
asked her why she never thought of
returning and she said, “Even though I
did my schooling in Kuwait, the
thought of working there was never
really an option.”

“I wanted to get into the advertising
industry and not only did India have
the educational courses to help me
pursue my ambitions, it also had the

job offers to back them up. This is not
to say that Kuwait doesn’t have those
jobs because it does, but I wanted to
work for clients that cater more to my
demographic,” she explained.  

I wanted to get another angle on
this train of thought, and so I got in
touch with Karan. Another student of
Kuwait, Karan went to India to get a
degree in business management. His
dream was to start his own business
and after three years of hard work, his
self-made publishing house is now
making a name for itself. I asked him
why he didn’t want to start a business

in the country of his youth, and he said,
“It’s simple really, sometimes when you
settle down in one place, you just don’t
want to leave.”

“India is growing and there is a ton
of opportunity for our generation here.
Generation X and millennials make up
the majority of an already massive pop-
ulation and the money is here to live
well. That was something our parents
couldn’t say 30 years ago,” he added.
“Now, India is finding its own two feet
and many are embracing that.”  

Kuwait loses luster 
for educated 

Indian youth 
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wrongWhat 
can go 

By Jamie Etheridge

While I was on holiday, the Kuwait
parliament passed a law that will
require mandatory DNA testing for

all citizens and expatriate residents in
Kuwait. The law still needs to be approved
by the Amir and published in the official
gazette. Under the new law, the Interior
Ministry will establish a DNA database of all
Kuwait’s 4+ million residents. 

As a law-abiding resident, I will offer up
my DNA and that of my children, though not
without a few misgivings. Kuwait’s plan aims
to support the country’s counter-terrorism
efforts. Given the horrific and terrifying
events of June 26, I can understand the
desire to do anything to increase Kuwait’s
security. 

And it’s not like Kuwait is the first country
to collect DNA from large populations. Both
the US and the UK use DNA databases for
criminal investigations and counter-terror-
ism efforts - though to much more limited
degrees. In several US states including
Florida and New York, for instance, newborn

DNA is collected - and stored - by the state
without parents’ knowledge or consent. The
material is used in a variety of ways:
research, criminal investigations, legal cases
and in some cases, genetic disease profiling. 

Already opponents have pointed to con-
cerns about infringement of privacy and there
will inevitably be discussions about the
potential for abuse. Anyone that has read
‘Fahrenheit 451’, ‘1984’ or any other dystopi-
an novel about government overreach will
certainly be concerned with how the DNA
samples may be profiled, stored and exploit-
ed to harm people, invade their privacy or
otherwise exploited to the public’s harm.

As neither a scientist nor a DNA expert, I
cannot even begin to imagine all the possible
ways this plan can go wrong. But here are a
few obvious concerns that should be part of
the debate in Kuwait on this issue.  

First, the Kuwait government, sorry to say,
doesn’t exactly have the best track record
when it comes to reliable, professional and
well managed systems. Let’s not forget that
nearly all government transactions were shut
down for days in April thanks to a fire at the

Interior Ministry’s Information Systems
Management building in Hawally. 

DNA profiles provide a range of informa-
tion, not only a way to indentify a terrorist or
criminal. Medical information including genet-
ic diseases (or those that we might simply be
at-risk for) can be determined as well as famil-
ial relations including paternity and siblings.
This can be a very good and useful thing,
especially for expecting moms or young fami-
lies that need more in-depth medical informa-
tion.  But should the government have access
to all our medical profiles (both inherited dis-
eases and possible risk?) especially as it also
readies to further segregate medical care and
set up a new expat medical sector replete with
expat hospitals and more expensive medical
insurance? 

Let’s not also forget simple human error.
DNA is not foolproof. DNA samples are han-
dled by humans in collection, at the laborato-
ry and in storage and thus subject to human
errors and mistakes. 

Just finding the highly trained and educat-
ed staff necessary for establishing a DNA labo-
ratory with the highest standards will likely be

a challenge. How, then, will the government
set about collecting the DNA of all 4+ million
of us? And once collected, how, when and
where will it be analyzed, and then stored?
How will it be collated or connected to our
civil ID numbers and what quality-control
measures will be in place to protect us all
against errors?

There is also potential for abuse: DNA col-
lected from the remains of a political gathering
(the leftover coffee cups, cigarette stubs and
water bottles, for instance) can tell authorities
exactly who was where and when.  Deliberate
abuse of DNA profiles for the reasons of black-
mail, marriage profiling, (imagine someone
wanting to check the profile of the man who
has proposed to his daughter?) or even for
families squabbling over inheritances are all
possible. 

The potential problems are many and the
benefits to be gained remain unclear.
Already passed into law, the time for discus-
sion has passed but for everyone living in
Kuwait who will be affected by this new
DNA law - and I do mean everyone - it’s still
something to consider. 

The possible 
problems 

with Kuwait’s 
plan to collect 
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Kuwait Times: When did you discover that you wanted to be a
boxer?
Fatma Aziz: I started boxing when I was eight years old as a hob-
by, because my father did not allow us to play in the streets. But
after a while, I got good at it, so I started to participate in boxing
championships. I have always finished in the first or second place
in African and Asian championships - never even third.

KT: Is your family OK with your choice?
Fatma: My father used to box, and he is the one who encouraged
me and always stood up for me. My father had a saying: “Kill free
time doing good things, before the bad things kill you.” He
believed that kids should not have free time and money in their
lives because they could spend them doing bad things. So he
made us take up a hobby after school - we never had free time to
rest. My mother was against boxing, because she was afraid I
would hurt myself or get a facial deformity. Even now when she
attends my boxing bouts, she detests any boxer who punches
me. My husband has accepted me the way I am, encourages me
and helps me at home. Sometimes he waits for me to finish my
work and have dinner at 10 pm.

KT: Why did you study computing?
Fatma: I studied computers because my father asked me to find
another thing to study and learn about other than my hobby. He
taught us that we must know one thing about everything better
than knowing everything about one thing.

‘Mama said knock you out’
Female champion boxing coach teaches kids self defense, confidence

By Faten Omar 

Do not be fooled by her baby-face. Thirty-year-old Fatma Aziz is a champion boxer and can knock you out in one
punch. Aziz came to Kuwait to join a Kuwaiti female boxing team, but the team was never formed. The never-say-
die Aziz decided to stay anyway and has started private classes to train girls, and has worked for many sports clubs

and gyms.
Aziz hails from Egypt, from where she has a bachelor’s degree in computer science. Prior to coming to Kuwait, she

worked in information systems in radio and television in Egypt. Aziz has one brother and two sisters, and is married. 

Fatma Aziz 
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KT: What have you done to make this gym stand out or be dif-
ferent than others?
Fatma: I’m a champion boxer - this makes a lot of girls feel
comfortable being trained by me. When I joined the gym, I saw
many girls that had been trained wrongly hurt themselves by
using the punching bag or kicking in a wrong way that caused
them injuries and problems in their hand and knees. This hap-
pened because they were trained by unprofessional coaches
who learn things about boxing from YouTube.  

KT: How do you deal with an athlete or coach that has very
differing opinions or opposing styles of boxing? 
Fatma: I haven’t faced such a problem because I respect every
coach’s style and they respect mine and believe in me. Every
male coach needs a female coach to train with him because the
male coach sometimes can’t touch the girls in some places to
show them some moves. Sometimes a girl wants to be trained
by a man in the belief that men are better than women, and it is
true sometimes. I was trained by men because I wanted some-
one to firmly put pressure on me to succeed. But my proteges
and my husband have told me that I train them like a man!

KT: What is the biggest mistake you have made as a coach? 
Fatma: I put my girls under a lot of pressure to work hard.
Sometimes I cannot help myself to train people hard. Once, a
girl asked me to stop the training, but I pushed her harder and
was not easy on her. But it was wrong, as the girl went to hospi-
tal.

KT: What match experience do you have?
Fatma: I have participated in a lot of local and international
matches and have been honored 190 times. I have fought in
Japan, Egypt, Turkey and a lot of other places. I won some
games and lost some, but I got a lot of points.
KT: What is success to you? 
Fatma: To have a family and have good work.

KT: What has been your biggest success so far in your career?

Fatma: Working as a boxing coach is my biggest success so far. I
accomplished a lot in my career and made my country and my
family proud.

KT: How do you gain the trust of someone? 
Fatma: I become a real friend, listen and solve problems. I always
strive to help people.

KT: What do you think you have yet to learn about the sport
of boxing or as a coach?
Fatma: If you make a mistake as a coach and do not make
amends, then you are not a good coach. You have to admit your
mistakes so people don’t get hurt.

KT: What single trait in your personality do you think benefits
your coaching technique?
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KUWAIT: Two juveniles, a citizen and an Egyptian, were
recently arrested for stabbing a taxi driver and stealing KD
30 from him in Farwaniya, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that the driver reported that two juveniles
had stopped him in Rabiya, stabbed him with a knife and
stole KD 30 from him. The two boys were later arrested and
admitted that they had committed similar robberies. 

Maid hurt in escape
A housemaid recently sustained several fractures and
bruises when she fell from the second floor of her spon-
sors’ house in Farwaniya while she was trying to climb
down and flee the house, said security sources noting that
the maid tied herself to a rope she had made out of bed
sheets but it broke during the attempt. 

Fake officer sought
Jahra detectives are currently trying to identify  and arrest
a young man dressed in military uniform for barging into a
cafe and fighting with the staff. The fake officer was angry
because a customer had taken the usual table of a girl he
knew, said security sources. According to the cafe staff, a
fight had started between two girls when one of them
found the other sitting at her usual table and asked her to
move. The waiters added that moments later, a young man
in uniform arrived and started shouting at them all but he
quickly fled the scene along with the female customer
when the cafe management called police. 

Murder victim found
The corpse of an Asian was recently found near a labor dor-
mitory at Mina Abdullah (Abdullah Port) area with traces of
a blow to the head and several abdominal burns, said secu-
rity sources noting that the corpse was  referred to forensic

medicine to determine the cause of death pending further
investigations. 

Arrests from crackdown
A recent crackdown along Wafra and Subhan highways
resulted in the arrest of 11 wanted people, 106 in violation
of residency laws, filing of 228 tickets and confiscation of
three vehicles that had been reported stolen including one
found outside Al-Sadiq mosque.  

Teens stab, rob taxi driver

Nose broken in fight
A citizen recently filed a complaint against one of his
friends accusing him of breaking his nose during a fight
over some old unsettled business. A case was filed and
further investigations are in progress. 

Drunk driver arrested
An Indian man was arrested in Hawally driving under the
influence of alcohol, said security sources noting that the
man was driving erratically and when they stopped him,
policemen found half a bottle of whiskey with him. A case
was filed. 

Jahra fire
A fire broke out in a 7-floor Jahra building, said security
sources noting that firemen rushed to the scene and
the building had to be evacuated to fight the fire. No
casualties were reported. However, firemen reported
that they retrieved a copy of the Holy Quran from one
of the totally burned down rooms and stressed that the
Quran was not affected by the flames. 

Bomb threat
A citizen recently informed Jahra police that she had
received a mobile call from someone who claimed to be
an IS member and told her that a vehicle loaded with
explosives was parked outside her house and that she
would have to take care of it for four hours until some-
one picked the explosives up. A bomb squad was dis-
patched to the scene and on examining the vehicle,
they found out it was a hoax call. A case was filed and
further investigations are in progress to identify the
caller.  Another female citizen reported that her broth-
er-in-law ( her sister’s husband) possessed an explosive
belt he intended to use in blowing up a mosque in
Rigae. The lady provided policemen with the man’s
address. However, on searching the man’s house and
vehicle, detectives found  out that the sister-in-law’s call
was a hoax over family disputes. 

KUWAIT: Under the auspices and with the attendance of Mubarak Al-Kabeer security director, Brigadier, Saleh Mutar Al-Enezi, a number of Mubark Al-Kabeer police officers
were honored yesterday for their excellence and outstanding performance.  
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ROME: Authorities here have been prepar-
ing in earnest for the “Art in the Islamic
Culture” exhibition, due to open at the
Scuderie del Quirinale museum in the Italian
capital today. It will be the third internation-
al exhibition of such kind, to be organized
by Kuwait’s Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI).
The event, from a political perspective, adds
weight to the already close relations
between the European nation and the Gulf
State of Kuwait.

The exhibition, being held at the Scuderie
del Quirinale museum, an affiliate building of
the Republican Palace, is forecasted to
attract many of the millions of tourists and
visitors who flock to Italy, particularly Rome,
during these times of the year for recreation
and close look at the nation’s historic treas-
ures. The planned exhibition’s relics are sam-

ples of treasures, accumulated throughout
1,000 years of Islamic rule that had spread to
three continents in the old times.

While the Kuwaiti-Italian ties have been,
to some extent, sensed in Kuwait’s heavy
participation in the Expo Milan 2015
Exhibition, planned patronization of the
event by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah will certainly add further weight to
the 50 years of the bilateral relations
between Kuwait and Italy, in addition to
Kuwait’s success in mirroring its role in
guarding human race’s heritage and advo-
cacy of dialogue among civilizations.

Although the premier would not physi-
cally be present at the inauguration venue,
he would be represented by a top govern-
ment official; Minister of Information,

Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports
Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, the Dar General Supervisor Sheikha
Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and the
State of Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy,
Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Sabah.

The museum curators affirm that the
exhibition is a rare and unique experience
to interact with refined beauty and art,
amid the atmosphere of tension prevailing
across the Middle East. Moreover, it will
mirror Islam as religion of civilization, con-
trary to the distorted image about it that
has been propagated by violent hardliners,
who have been wreaking havoc across the
region and wasting innocent lives. Up to
363 unique pieces, including jewels and
manuscripts, will  be on display at the
major event.—KUNA 

Kuwait’s Islamic exhibit 

in Rome to open today
Treasures accumulated from 1,000 years of Islamic rule 

ROME: The Scuderie del Quirinale museum. — KUNA  

Amir congratulates Egypt

on revolution anniversary

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah has addressed a cable
to Egyptian President
Abdelfatah Al-Sisi, expressing
congratulations on the revolu-
tion’s July 23rd anniversary. His
Highness the Amir expressed
good wishes to the president,
the brotherly Republic of Egypt,
its generous people, and hoped
the cordial ties between the two
brotherly countries may be
enhanced further.  Their
Highnesses the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addressed cables of similar content to
President Al-Sisi. — KUNA 

MOI minister stresses value 

of spreading Arab cultures

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah stressed the impor-
tance of spreading Arab and Islamic cultures around the world. The
Minister made this remark to KUNA yesterday before leaving for Italy to
represent His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah at the opening of an exhibition on “Art in the Islamic
Culture” which is take place in Scuderie del Quirinale museum in Rome.

The Museum will display the Sabah Collection; a collection of more
than 20, 000 objects representing different chronological and geographi-
cal points from the Islamic world. The Scuderie del Quirinale will only dis-
play a selected 363 objects. 

Kuwait has always paid interest to promoting culture in many world
venues, Sheikh Salman, who is also chairman of National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters, noted. He added that this exhibition will provide
a closer look of Arab and Islamic cultures to millions of tourists and visi-
tors who flock to Italy, particularly Rome, during this time of year for
recreation and closer look at the nation’s historic treasures. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah before his departure to Italy. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Consul General at
Basra Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh met
with the Governor of Basra Dr Majid
Al-Nasrawi yesterday to discuss bilat-
eral ties and common interest. Al-
Sabbagh told KUNA after meeting
with the Iraqi governor that the meet-
ing was “a positive sign” for a better
future for both countries, adding the
opening of a Kuwaiti consulate in
Basra will meet many challenges due
to the negative image left by Saddam
Hussein’s ousted regime.
Nonetheless, both Kuwait and Iraq
will work together to improve ties
and enhance cooperation. On his
part, Al-Nasrawi said that having a
Kuwaiti consulate in Basra will reflect
positively on bilateral ties, in general
and the economic status of his gover-
norate, in particular. — KUNA 

Consul General meets Basra governor

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Consul General at Basra Yousef Ashour Al-Sabbagh with the
Governor of Basra Dr Majid Al-Nasrawi. — KUNA 

US firm to design

new PAAET campus

KUWAIT: The US-based firm Perkins Eastman -  in a joint venture with
SSH Design and Soor Engineering Bureau -  announced it has been
awarded the master plan and design contract for the Technology,
Business, Health Sciences and Education Complex by the Public Authority
for Applied Education and Training (PAAET) in Kuwait.

The 12,000-student campus will comprise four colleges for technolo-
gy, business, health sciences, and education, and will be located in the
Jahra Governorate 39km from Kuwait’s capital. The campus’ total area
spans 23ha (230,000sqm). The contract’s  total value has not been dis-
closed. “Our international design team is excited to collaborate with
PAAET to create unique learning environments and memorable architec-
ture at the Al-Jahra Campus,” Steven Gifford AIA, principal and board
director of Perkins Eastman said. “The design will help PAAET be recog-
nized in the international community as a leader in educating students to
fulfill the future workforce needs in Kuwait and the global marketplace.”

“SSH is very proud to be appointed by PAAET on an educational proj-
ect which contributes to the social development of Kuwait,” George Abi-
Hanna, SSH Kuwait resident director added. “This project is very much in
line with our vision and mission, reinforcing SSH’s strategic partnerships
and consultant of choice object.” 
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First hearing for 
IS fund raisers

By Mesh’al Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: In view of holding the first hearing for suspects accused
of funding IS militant groups including their leader, Fahad Farraj,
security sources said that the courts complex locally known as the
Justice Palace was to remain heavily guarded until the hearing is
complete.  

Police car accident
A police patrol yesterday crashed and turned upside down. The

accident occurred after a vehicle which was driving on the wrong
side of the road collided into a patrolling police vehicle. The accident
happened early morning yesterday near the Salmiya cooperative. 

‘Inhumane’ cleaning company 
Municipal council member, Ali Al-Moussa, recently deemed a

cleaning company accountable for transporting a number of clean-
ing laborers in an uncovered truck at noon in 50+ summer tempera-
ture. “This is absolutely inhumane and those responsible must be
held accountable”, he called. 

Office robbery details 
Health minister, Dr Ali Al-Obaidi reported that unknown robbers

attacked the financial officer Faisal Al-Zamanan at Kuwait’s health
office in Paris, while he was transferring €100,000 from the bank to
the office. Al-Obaidi added that the robber sprayed Al-Zamanan’s
eyes with a chemical to blind him and attempted to snatch the mon-
ey away but failed. 

Surging US oil reserves
forces down oil prices 

KUWAIT: World oil markets have been jolted by the spike in US
oil reserves which set the price of oil in a tailspin, reaching an
unexpected low below USD 50 per barrel, indicated US energy
department statistics. The scaling up of the reserves amounted
to 2.5 million barrels, which occurred this past week, causing US
crude prices to dip 0.4 percent which translated to a price barrel
of oil below USD 50, said the statistics.

Earlier expectations feared a loss in US reserves of 2.3 million
barrels, far lower than the actual 2.5 million, raising anxieties that
the oil markets are bulging with excessive surpluses of oil.
Worsening the steep and rapid fall in the price of oil is OPEC’s
decision to keep the cartel’s current production level untouched.
To keep a sense of the enormity of the price plunge to below
USD 50, one has to know that last year this time, the price of oil
had topped USD 110 per barrel.

Gauging this situation was Kuwaiti economist and oil market
watcher Hajjaj Bu Khadhour who said the unexpected decline in
oil prices was due to a number of factors, chief among which is
the plethora of oil in the market, thriving activity in the oil black
market which relies on selling smuggled oil, and anemic demand
spurred in part by the pervasive financial and economic crises
plaguing some countries, notably among which is Greece.

Further aspects lowering the oil prices, he said, are the slow
pace of economic growth worldwide and the hoped-for propi-
tious settling of the Iran nuclear issue. Kuwaiti oil minister Dr Ali
Al-Omair had expressed the day before yesterday his confidence
in an upcoming surge in demand for oil, sharing this conviction
with three representatives of their countries to OPEC.  —KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan in June nar-
rowed to 42.2 percent from a year earlier to JPY 51.8 bil-
lion (USD 418 million), shrinking for the first time in two
months, as exports declined by almost one third, the
Finance Ministry said yesterday. But Kuwait maintained
black ink with Japan for the 89th consecutive month, the
ministry said in a preliminary report.

Kuwaiti overall exports to Japan plunged 30.7 percent
to JPY 70.9 billion (USD 572 million) for the first decline
in two months, while imports from Japan gained 49.7
percent year-on-year to JPY 19.1 billion (USD 154 mil-
lion), up for the first time in two months.

Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan also narrowed
42.5 percent to JPY 559.1 billion (USD 4.5 billion) last
month, with Japan-bound exports from the region
plunging 31.5 percent from a year earlier. Crude oil,
refined products, liquefied natural gas and other natural
resources, which accounted for 95.4 percent of the
region’s total exports to Japan, tumbled 32.7 percent.
The region’s overall imports from the Asian nation grew
13.9 percent, thanks to robust shipments of automobile

and electric equipment.
The world’s third-biggest economy logged a global

deficit of JPY 69.0 billion (USD 557 million) in June, but
narrowed 91.7 percent on the year as import bills as
energy prices shrank while the weak yen inflated export
value.  It marked the third straight month of shortfall.

Overall exports grew 9.5 percent, up for the 10th
straight month led by increased shipments of vehicles
and semiconductors. Imports dropped 2.9 percent for
the sixth straight month, reflecting the plunge in crude
oil and liquefied natural gas prices. Exports to China,
Japan’s biggest trading partner, expanded 5.9 percent,
while imports from the country grew 6.9 percent.

Japan’s currency weakened against the US dollar by
20.7 percent the year before, according to the ministry.
The yen’s depreciation supports exports by making
Japanese products more competitive overseas and
increases the value of repatriated overseas earning, but
it also inflates import prices. The trade data are meas-
ured on a customs-cleared basis before adjustment is
made for seasonal factors. —KUNA

Kuwait’s trade surplus 
with Japan narrows 
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CAIRO: A cargo ship collided with a boat on the
Nile carrying people celebrating an engage-
ment, leaving at least 18 dead, Egyptian police
said yesterday as divers searched for missing
passengers.

The captain of the cargo boat and his assis-
tants were arrested following the accident late
Wednesday in the Warraq district north of
Cairo, the authorities said.

A police general on the scene told AFP that
18 corpses had been retrieved. Police and
medics had earlier said 21 people were killed.
Five survivors were plucked from the river but
an unknown number were still missing, the
police general said.

At least two children drowned, according to
medical and security sources.  Witnesses said
fishermen had been first on the scene at night

to pull out the corpses and survivors.
The search was initially hampered by dark-

ness but resumed after daybreak, with police
and emergency vessels trawling the river look-
ing for survivors.

A rescue diver emerged from the water
empty handed as a crowd of onlookers and rel-
atives of the passengers gathered on the river
bank, an AFP reporter said.

Rescue workers used a mechanical digger to
raise the wreckage of the party boat from the
water.

“At around 8, 8:30 pm, a big cargo ship col-
lided with the boat,” said Mostafa al-Soweissi,
whose brother had captained the chartered
vessel.

“After the collision we took fisherman boats
and from 8:30 until now we took out around 19

bodies,” he said, reflecting confusion over the
exact toll.

Children missing 
Ahmed Helmy, another relative of passen-

gers, said at least five of his family members
were killed in the accident.

“Two children are missing,” he said. Helmy
accused emergency services of arriving late, but
a health ministry official told an Egyptian news-
paper that rescue efforts had initially been
hampered by the crowd.  Family and friends of
a young couple had hired the boat to celebrate
their engagement. It was not clear whether the
couple were among the dead.

The captain has been detained for four days
along with three of his assistants on suspicion
of manslaughter, the official MENA news

agency reported. They are also suspected of
having operated the ship without following
safety regulations, the agency reported.

The Nile, which runs along the length of
Egypt, is dotted with cargo ships, party boats
and fishing vessels.

In 2011, at least 22 people drowned in
southern Egypt when a bus they were in
slipped into the Nile from a ferry which crashed
into the river bank. 

A year before, five people drowned north of
Cairo when their boat capsized.  In the deadliest
accident involving a ferry, an Egyptian vessel
sank in the Red Sea in 2006 killing more than
1,000 people.

The accident fuelled resentment against the
veteran strongman Hosni Mubarak, who was
toppled in a 2011 popular uprising. —AFP

18 dead as ship hits Egypt party boat
Five survivors rescued, many still missing

CAIRO: Relatives and onlookers gather on the bank of the Nile yesterday, north of the Egyptian capital Cairo, as the wreckage of a boat is pulled out of the water. The boat
sunk when a cargo ship hit it, killing at least 18 people people celebrating an engagement aboard. Police said they had arrested the captain of the cargo boat and his
deputy after the accident, one of many that happen on the Nile and off Egypt’s coast each year.  —AFP



BAGHDAD: US Defense Secretary Ash Carter, center, is greeted by US Ambassador to Iraq Stu Jones, left,  and Army Lt.
Gen. James Terry, right, as he arrives at Baghdad International Airport in Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday. Carter is on a week
long tour of the Middle East focused on reassuring allies about Iran and assessing progress in the coalition air campaign
against the Islamic State militants in Syria and Iraq. — AP
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ISTANBUL: A militant group allied to
Turkey’s outlawed Kurdish party has
shot dead in Istanbul an alleged mem-
ber of the Islamic State group who had
fought in Syria, media said yesterday.

The reports come amid soaring ten-
sions in Turkey following Monday’s sui-
cide bombing in the town of Suruc on
the border with Syria that killed 32 and
that the authorities blamed on IS.

The man, named as Mursel Gul, was
assassinated late on Tuesday in
Istanbul, Turkish media including the
Hurriyet daily and state Anatolia news
agency reported. The Patriotic
Revolutionary Youth Movement (YDG-
H), seen as the youth wing of the out-

lawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
claimed responsibility for the killing in
a statement, reports said.

The YDG-H statement said that the
man had come to Istanbul seven
months ago to receive treatment after
being wounded while fighting with IS
against Kurds for the flashpoint town
of Kobane in Syria. The group said it
had been tracking his movements for
three months and alleged Gul had him-
self been planning attacks in Istanbul.

“We will continue our operations
against the IS gang and have identified
many of them and will execute and
punish them,” it added.

“The Suruc murderers will  be

brought to account,” it said.
Anatolia said the the killers, posing

as cleaning salesmen, had fired four
bullets into Gul’s body. 

Anti-terror police launched an
investigation and have found no links
between Gul and IS, it added.

The PKK’s military wing had
Wednesday claimed the murder of two
Turkish police as revenge for the Suruc
bombing, raising fears the fighting rag-
ing in Syria between Kurds and IS is
spilling over onto Turkish territory.

Many Kurds in Turkey are deeply
unhappy with the lack of support given
by the Turkish government to the fight
against IS in Syria and accuse Ankara of

collaborating with the group, claims it
denies.

Meanwhile, Turkish media reports
said an Islamist named Ethem Turkben
had been murdered by masked men at
his home in the southern city of Adana
in a killing also suspected to have been
carried out by PKK-allied militants.

The PKK has waged a decades-long
insurgency for self-rule for Kurds in the
southeast that claimed tens of thou-
sands of lives. 

It declared a truce in 2013 after the
government opened secret peace
negotiations with its chief Abdullah
Ocalan but the current violence has
put this under threat. — AFP

Militant Kurds kill ‘IS fighter’ in Istanbul

BAGHDAD: Pentagon chief Ashton Carter
flew to Baghdad yesterday for talks on Iraq’s
war against the Islamic State group, whose
“caliphate” is shrinking but is ramping up
deadly car bombings.  Carter was to meet
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Sunni
Arab tribal leaders from Anbar, the province
where much of the fighting has taken place
in recent weeks.  During his brief visit, which
had not been announced in advance for
security reasons, Carter will also meet some
of the 3,500 US troops deployed to train and
advise Iraqi forces.

Current military efforts against IS, which
took over close to a third of Iraq last year, are
focusing on Anbar, where US forces faced
their toughest battles during their eight-year
occupation of the country.  The international
coalition led by the United States has con-
ducted thousands of air strikes against IS in
Iraq and Syria over the past year.  Lately
dozens of strikes have hit targets in Anbar

every week, as Iraqi forces press a sweeping
offensive to regain ground in the province,
whose capital Ramadi was seized by IS in
May.

Pentagon spokesman Colonel Steve
Warren, who is travelling with Carter, said
efforts in Anbar were focused on isolating
Ramadi. He put the number of jihadist fight-
ers defending the city at 1,000 to 2,000.  He
would not say when he thought a drive to
wrest the city back from IS might be launched
in earnest but said it should be a matter of
“weeks”.  Several hundred US troops are help-
ing Iraqi forces train local Sunni Arab tribes-
men at a large base in Habbaniyah, between
Ramadi and the jihadists’ other Anbar bastion
of Fallujah.

IS claims Baghdad car bombs 
Warren said 1,800 tribal fighters had

already received training and equipment
under the programme. Baghdad’s other main

partner in the fight against the Islamic State is
Tehran, which also has advisers on the
ground and directly supports the powerful
Shiite militias now playing a lead role in the
military effort.  Iran is not part of the coalition,
and while this month’s historic nuclear deal
opened a new chapter in relations between
Tehran and Washington, their coexistence on
Iraq’s battlefield remains uneasy.  The Iraqi
army, backed by Washington, wants to take
back Ramadi first, but the Hashed al-Shaabi-
an umbrella organisation for Tehran-backed
groups that Abadi only nominally controls-
has made Fallujah its priority.

After initially expanding in the wake of its
proclamation of a “caliphate” over parts of
Iraq and Syria last summer, the group led by
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi has seen the interna-
tionally supported Iraqi fightback roll back its
borders.  The jihadists are also under pressure
in Syria, where they have lost several key
areas along the border with Turkey.— AFP

US defence chief in Iraq 

for talks on war against IS
Around 2000 jihadist fighters defending Anbar

Israel troops shoot dead 

Palestinian in West Bank

HEBRON:  Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian during an arrest opera-
tion in the occupied West Bank yesterday, a hospital official said, the sec-
ond killing within 24 hours. Falah Abu Maria, 50, was shot in the chest in
the village of Beit Omar near the southern city of Hebron, neighbours
said.  He had run downstairs at his home to see what was happening
when troops stormed it to arrest his son Mohammed, they added.

The hospital said that the 24-year-old son was being treated for a
gunshot wound to the pelvis. An Israeli army spokeswoman said that
during the raid to detain Mohammed, wanted on suspicion of security
offences, “forces were attacked by a violent mob.”

She said that one man attacked a soldier, who in response shot him
in a lower limb. The wounded man was taken to hospital, she said.

The spokeswoman could not confirm his identity but acknowledged
that the wanted suspect was not taken into custody.

“As the forces left the scene, they were attacked once again by a vio-
lent mob who hurled rocks and bricks at them,” she added. “The forces
responded with fire towards the main instigator.”

She said that a soldier was “slightly injured” by the stone-throwing.
The incident was similar to one on Wednesday near the northern

West Bank  city of Jenin, where troops shot dead Mohammed Alawneh,
22, in clashes that followed raids and searches at several houses in the
village of Birqin. Alawneh was shot in the chest and died shortly after
arriving at hospital in Jenin, a Palestinian medic said.

‘Damaging climate’ 
Israeli authorities say such raids are necessary to detain suspects and

that troops can face dangerous rioting during the operations. 
Palestinians, however, condemn the raids in the occupied territories,

and the Hamas and Islamic Jihad militant groups hinted at revenge after
yesterday’s death. “We hold the Zionist occupation’s forces totally
responsible for the killing of the martyr Falah Abu Maria in cold blood,”
they said in a joint statement. “The two movements stress our people’s
right to self-defence and to a response to the crimes of the occupation,
by all possible and available means.”

The shootings came after weeks of low-level violence in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, and amid regular Israeli arrest operations.

The recent deaths “aim to undermine stability and to create a climate
of tension in the region,” official Palestinian news agency Wafa quoted
president Mahmud Abbas’s spokesman as saying.— AFP

HEBRON: Palestinian mourners carry the body of  Falah Abu
Maria, 53, during his funeral in the village of Beit Ummar
near the West Bank city of Hebron, yesterday. A Palestinian
hospital official says he was killed in a clash during an Israeli
arrest raid in the West Bank village of Beit Omar. — AP
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ISTANBUL: A leading Turkish daily has
fired one of its most senior commenta-
tors after he sent a tweet bitterly criti-
cal of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s policy on Islamic State (IS)
jihadists, reports said yesterday.

The Milliyet daily said that commen-
tator Kadri Gursel’s employment had
been terminated as the tweet was not
in line with its editorial policies.

From his Twitter account
@KadriGursel, the journalist accused
Erdogan of being the main factor
behind the rise of IS and said it was
shameful that world leaders were
addressing to him condolences for a
suicide bombing in the town of Suruc
blamed on the jihadists.

“It’s embarrassing that foreign lead-
ers call the person who is the number
one cause of the IS terror in Turkey to
present their condolences for Suruc,”
he said in a Turkish-language tweet
that has been retweeted 3,000 times.

Milliyet said in a statement quoted
by Turkish media that Gursel’s employ-
ment had been terminated with imme-
diate effect.

“The comments by our writer Mr
Kadri Gursel are incompatible with the
understanding and responsibility of
the ethics of our group of journalists,”
it said in a statement.

“Due to this attitude that destroys
our working environment, our paths
have separated as of July 22,” it added.

Thirty-two people were killed in
Monday’s suicide bombing in Suruc on
the Syrian border which the govern-
ment blamed on IS militants.

Turkey has been repeatedly accused
of colluding in the past with IS extrem-
ists in the hope they might prove use-
ful in its aim of knocking out Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad. 

Ankara has always vehemently
denied the claims. There has been
growing concern about deteriorating
press freedoms on Turkey  and in par-
ticular over the numbers of journalists
facing legal proceedings on accusa-
tions of insulting Erdogan.

Erdogan caused outrage in the run-
up to June 7 elections by saying

Cumhuriyet newspaper editor-in-chief
Can Dundar would “pay a heavy price”
over a front-page story which it said
proved Turkey had sent arms to
Islamist rebels in Syria.

Gursel is one of Milliyet’s most sen-
ior writers. He started working for the
paper in the late 1990s and was first
given a column in 2007.

Milliyet is a mainstream daily
respected for its reporting but is gener-
ally careful about overtly criticising
Erdogan. It is owned by the Demiroren
Group, one of Turkey’s largest con-
glomerates with interests in energy,
construction and media. Its chief
Erdogan Demiroren is widely seen as
close to the president. —AFP

Turkish daily fires commentator over anti-Erdogan tweet

DUBAI:  President Hassan Rouhani defended a
nuclear deal criticised by Iran’s conservatives,
arguing yesterday that the agreement reflected
the nation’s will and was “more valuable” than
domestic carping about its details.

The elite Revolutionary Guards, a powerful
political, economic and military force, have started
sniping at the deal, saying it endangers Iran’s secu-
rity, and have also hit out at a U.N. Security Council
resolution passed on Monday endorsing it.

Under the July 14 accord, sanctions will be
gradually removed in return for Iran accepting
long-term curbs on a nuclear programme that
the West has suspected was aimed at creating a
nuclear bomb. Iran denies it seeks a nuclear
bomb Rouhani argued that the deal reflected
Iranians’ wishes.  Pinning his political prestige to
the agreement, he suggested that blocking the
deal would ignore what Iranians had sought

when they elected him to office in 2013.
“This is a new page in history,” he told a

medical conference broadcast live on television.
“It didn’t happen when we reached the deal in
Vienna on July 14, it happened on 4th of August
2013 when the Iranians elected me as their pres-
ident.”

“How can one be an Iranian and not cheer
for our negotiating team?” Rouhani added refer-
ring to Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
and the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization, Ali Akbar Salehi, both of whom
attended Rouhani’s speech.

“I chose the best negotiators Iran had. They
are knowledgeable and brave.”

Many analysts see the chance of the Iranian
leadership eventually rejecting the deal as small,
since Tehran needs the lifting of sanctions to
help its isolated economy.

Rivalries
The debate over details largely reflects inter-

nal rivalries in Iran’s cumbersome dual system
of clerical and republican rule, in which factions
jostle to gain maximum benefit from the deal
while shouldering the least responsibility.

Political analysts say the guarded welcome
given the agreement by Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei may be intended to
absolve him of blame if the accord, which will
last for years, falls apart in future.

In remarks chiding critics of the accord,
Rouhani said he had noted critics were “scru-
tinising one by one the terms of the deal”
done in Vienna and the subsequent UN reso-
lution 2231.

“That’s good but what has happened is
more valuable and more significant than that,”
he said. —Reuters

Rouhani hails Iran nuke deal, 
chides conservative critics

Accord is ‘new page in history’

NEW YORK: A woman holds a poster as she  takes part in a rally on Times Square in New York opposing the
nuclear deal with Iran. —AFP

UN envoy sounds 
alarm over battle 

at Syria border
BEIRUT: The United Nations envoy for Syria said government
air strikes  had caused widespread death and destruction in the
city of Zabadani, the focus of an offensive by the army and its
Hezbollah allies to retake the area from insurgents.

Staffan de Mistura, citing local sources,  said the Syrian mili-
tary had dropped a large number of barrel bombs on Zabadani
“causing unprecedented levels of destruction and many deaths
among the civilian population”.

Control of the city, about 45 km (30 miles) northwest of the
capital Damascus and about 10 km from the border with
Lebanon, is seen as crucial to consolidating President Bashar al-
Assad’s control over the border zone between Lebanon and
Syria. Fierce clashes continued overnight in the Zabadani area,
with heavy aerial bombardments in and around the city and
reports of casualties on both sides, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group said on Wednesday. It gave no
detailed figures.

Syrian state television said the army had destroyed a 70
metre-long (77 yards) tunnel used by the insurgents to trans-
port equipment into Zabadani.

The Syrian air force has been bombarding areas in and
around the city and Sunni insurgents have retaliated by firing
rockets and mortar bombs on two villages near Idlib city in the
north, the U.N. envoy de Mistura said.

An alliance of insurgents known as the “Army of Fatah”
(Islamic Conquest) had targeted Al Foua and Kefraya, northern
villages where a large number of civilians are trapped, he said.

“In both cases, civilians are tragically caught in the middle of
the fighting,” he said. Al Foua and Kefraya are home to Shi’ite
populations. Earlier this week the Syrian army backed by the
Lebanese Hezbollah advanced deeper into Zabadani, two
weeks into a campaign to capture it from insurgents, rebels and
the army said. —Reuters

DAMASCUS: United Nations (UN) special envoy for
Syria, Staffan de Mistura arrives at his hotel yester-
day in the Syrian capital Damascus after a meeting
with Syrian foreign minister as part of ongoing
efforts to negotiate a solution to the four-year war,
state media said. —AFP
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HAVANA:  In the seven months since the US and Cuba
declared detente, American politicians have flooded
Havana to see the sights, meet the country’s new entre-
preneurs and discuss the possible end of the US trade
embargo with leaders of the communist government.

Their agendas have also featured an increasingly
conspicuous hole - the spot once occupied by US-
backed dissidents who then sat at the center of
Washington’s policy on Cuba.

According to an Associated Press count confirmed
by leading dissidents, more than 20 US  lawmakers have
come to Cuba since February without meeting with
opposition groups that once were an obligatory stop
for congressional delegations.

Advocates of President Barack Obama’s outreach to
Cuba say it’s a more intelligent way to push for demo-
cratic reform on the island. After decades of fruitlessly
trying to strengthen the government’s opponents, they
see diplomatic engagement as the best method for
persuading Cuba it’s time to open the political system
and keep loosening control of the centrally planned
economy.

That’s left many dissidents feeling increasingly side-
lined and abandoned as both countries celebrate mile-
stones like Monday’s opening of embassies in Havana
and Washington.

“The only thing they want is to open up business,
the embassy,” said Berta Soler, leader of a faction of the
Ladies in White, one of the island’s best-known dissi-
dent groups. “Whenever someone high-level came
from the United States before, they always made time
to meet with us before getting on the plane (back
home), and that’s not happening.”

Legislative staffers say Cuban officials have made
clear that if Congress members meet with dissidents,
they will not get access to high-ranking officials such as
First Vice President Miguel Diaz-Canel, the man expect-
ed to be the next president of Cuba who has met with
US politicians like House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
and Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont.

With embassies reopened and Cuba and the US
formally discussing issues such as human rights,
increased Internet access and opening trade, sup-

porters of the new US policy say talking with Cuban
leaders is clearly the most promising way to promote
reform on the island.

Highly sensitive
“Some (dissidents) may feel that because of the

decision (to restore ties), their views are not being

reflected as they would hope,” said Tim Rieser, a sen-
ior adviser to Leahy who accompanied him on a trip
to Cuba last month. But “the senator believes that it
makes no sense to continue a policy that has failed to
achieve any of its objectives. It hasn’t helped the

Cuban people, and it is time to try a different way.”
Cuban officials are highly sensitive to the issue of

domestic dissidents, whom they call mercenaries and
tools of a US-backed policy aimed at overturning the
half-century-old socialist revolution.

Many dissidents receive support from anti-Castro
Cuban-Americans in Florida. They have been unable

to generate widespread support on the island
because of intense government pressure aimed at sti-
fling popular organizing and because many ordinary
Cubans believe dissidents only want to earn money,
renown and visas to live in the US.

Advocates for the Obama administration’s policy
say recent congressional visits have aimed to take the
pulse of a broader swath of society: small-time entre-
preneurs who have set up shop under the economic
reforms of recent years; foreign diplomats and busi-
nesspeople operating in Havana; and regular Cubans
who have complaints about Internet access and other
issues without calling outright for a 180-degree
change of the political system.

Leahy was part of a US delegation that met with
dissidents in January, the last one to do so, and he
plans to keep talking to the opposition going for-
ward.

Warming of ties
“Senator Leahy has met with and listened to dissi-

dents, he respects them and he shares their aspira-
tions for human rights in Cuba,” Rieser said, arguing
that previous US policy did not help them.  “By sup-
porting engagement with Cuba, we can increase our
ability to support the freedoms that they and people
everywhere deserve.”

As part of the deal to re-establish diplomatic rela-
tions, Cuba released 53 people imprisoned for
months or years on what the US and many rights
groups called politically based charges. The subse-
quent warming of ties with the US has also coincided
with a decrease in the more common short-term
detentions of political activists in Cuba, according to
figures compiled by activists.

The non-governmental Cuban Commission for
Human Rights and National Reconciliation says there
were 2,822 politically related detentions in the first six
months of 2015, less than half the 5,904 registered in
the same period last year. Commission president
Elizardo Sanchez says those arrested report being
treated more roughly, however.

On a recent Sunday, a few dozen of the Ladies in
White marched quietly down a main avenue in
Havana, talked in a circle underneath a leafy grove of
trees and then suddenly marched to an intersection
where they jumped up and down and cried
“Freedom!” —AP

Cuban dissidents feel sidelined as US focuses on state ties

HAVANA: In this July 2, 2015 photo, dissident Elizardo Sanchez, president of the
Cuban Commission for Human Rights and National Reconciliation, stands in his
home in Havana, Cuba. Many of the dissidents are feeling increasingly sidelined
and abandoned as both countries celebrate milestones like Monday’s opening
of embassies in Havana and Washington. —AP
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WASHINGTON: Five weeks after nine
people were slain at a black Charleston
church, federal authorities have indicted
the suspected shooter on dozens of new
charges, including hate crimes, firearms
violations and obstructing the practice of
religion.

The prosecution, particularly on hate
crimes, has been expected since the June
17 shootings at Emanuel African
Methodist Church in Charleston. The sus-
pected shooter, 21-year-old Dylann Roof, is
white and appeared in photos waving
Confederate flags and burning or dese-
crating US flags. He purportedly wrote
online of fomenting racial violence, and
federal authorities on Wednesday con-
firmed his use of a personal manuscript in
which he decried integration and used
racial slurs to refer to blacks.

Hate crimes cases can be tricky to
bring, with the onus on authorities to
prove a suspect’s motivations and pre-
crime intentions. But one expert who has

followed this case says some of the exten-
uating circumstances of Roof’s case could
potentially make it easier for prosecutors -
and more difficult for his defense team.
“All a jury is going to have to do is look at
the crime that was committed and the vic-
tims that he selected and then read what
he wrote in advance, and then look at the
photos, as well as things that he might
have said to people about why he was
committing the crimes,” Cornell Law
School professor Jens Ohlin said. “This
strikes me as an incredibly easy case for a
federal prosecution. It’s not clear to me at
all what kind of defense strategy his
lawyers could come up with.” Although
what tack Roof’s defense lawyers might
take is unclear, Ohlin said their job may be
made even more difficult if Roof were to
be unapologetic for any of the photos or
writings.

“Dylann Roof might object to his
lawyers trying to defend him against the
hate crimes charges,” Ohlin said. “If the

lawyers go in there and say, ‘This wasn’t a
hate crime’- he might not let his lawyers
say that. His view might be: ‘This was a
hate crime, and I’m proud of it.’” The
Justice Department has not decided
whether it will seek the death penalty
against Roof, nor whether its prosecution
will come before a state case that includes
murder charges and another potential
death penalty prosecution.

Because South Carolina has no state
hate-crimes law, federal charges were
needed to adequately address a motive
that prosecutors believe was unquestion-
ably rooted in racial hate, US  Attorney
General Loretta Lynch said during a
Wednesday news conference.

Roof, Lynch said, had for several
months prior to the shootings conceived a
goal of “increasing racial tensions through-
out the nation and seeking retribution for
perceived wrongs he believed African-
Americans had committed against white
people.” To carry out those goals, he

“decided to seek out and murder African-
Americans because of their race,” Lynch
said, adding he had purposefully selected
the historic church to “ensure the greatest
notoriety and attention to his actions.”

He took advantage of his victims’ gen-
erosity when they welcomed Roof into
their Bible-study group, she said. “The
parishioners had Bibles. Dylann Roof had
his .45-caliber Glock pistol and eight maga-
zines loaded with hollow-point bullets.”

Hate crime cases are often challenging
for the government because it must prove
that a defendant was primarily motivated
by a victim’s race or religion as opposed to
other factors frequently invoked by
defense attorneys, such as drug addiction
or mental illness.

Last year, a federal appeals court in
Ohio overturned hate crime convictions
against Amish men and women accused in
beard- and hair-cutting attacks against fel-
low Amish who were thought to have
defied the community leader. — AP

Federal charges including hate crimes for accused shooter

ASPEN:  The Islamic State group’s effort to
inspire troubled Americans to violence has
become more of a terror threat to the US than
an external attack by al-Qaeda, the FBI director
said Wednesday. FBI Director James Comey
told an audience at the Aspen Security Forum
that the Islamic State group, which has pro-
claimed a caliphate in parts of Syria and Iraq,
has influenced a significant but unknown num-
ber of Americans through a year-long cam-
paign on social media urging Muslims who
can’t travel to the Middle East to “kill where you
are.” Twitter handles affiliated with the group
have more than 21,000 English-language fol-
lowers worldwide, he said, thousands of whom
may be US residents.

The FBI has arrested a significant number of
people over the last eight weeks who had been
radicalized, Comey said, without specifying a
number. He repeated his previous disclosure,
without elaborating, that several people were
arrested who were planning attacks related to
the July Fourth holiday. The bureau has hun-
dreds of investigations pending into such cases
across the country. Comey said it was too soon
to say how Muhammad Youssef Abdulazeez,
the Chattanooga gunman who killed five US

troops last week, became radicalized.
Abdulazeez’s relatives have said he had a

history of drug use and depression. Comey not-
ed that “the people the Islamic State is trying to

reach are people that al-Qaeda would never
use as an operative, because they are often
unstable, troubled drug users.”

Asked if the threat from the Islamic State
group had eclipsed that of the rival organiza-
tion that attacked the US on September 11,
2001, Comey said, “Yes.” The US has tracked
dozens of Americans, ranging in age from 18 to
62, who have traveled to Syria or Iraq to fight
with the Islamic State group, he said.

“I worry very much about what I can’t see,”
Comey added, because he said Islamic State
group recruiters use encrypted communication
software to avoid US eavesdropping. Comey has
sounded the alarm about domestic radicaliza-
tion before, but his remarks Wednesday signal a
deepening concern among US officials about
the impact of the Islamic State’s effort to inspire
terrorist violence. As recently as September, sen-
ior US intelligence officials were downplaying
the group’s capacity to attack the US Matt Olsen,
then the head of the National Counter Terrorism
Center, told Congress in September that the US
had “no credible information that ISIL is plan-
ning to attack the United States.”— AP

British teenager
admits inciting

Anzac Day attack
LONDON:  A British teenager yesterday admitted to inciting an
Islamic State-inspired attack on police officers during an Anzac
Day parade in Melbourne as part of World War I anniversary
commemorations this year.

The 15-year-old, who was 14 when he was arrested, sent
thousands of instant messages to Australia-based 18-year-old
Sevdet Besim over a 10-day period, prosecutor Paul Greaney
told the court. “Those messages reveal the intentions of the
plotters and their targets, along with their motivation, which
may be summarised as support for ISIS and their enthusiasm
for the attack,” Greaney said.

The bespectacled teenager, who wore a grey shirt and tie,
cannot be named under English law because of his age.

He entered his guilty plea at the hearing at London’s
Central Criminal Court, the Old Bailey, via video link from a
court in Manchester, northwest England.

The boy, who was arrested in nearby Blackburn on April 2, is
to be sentenced on September 3.

Judge John Saunders said he had ordered pre-sentence
reports because he wanted to find out if there had been any
“indoctrination” of the defendant.

“Dealing with someone of this age is an extremely difficult
sentencing process and I will need all the help I can get,” the
judge told the court.

The boy was charged with having “incited a person to com-
mit an act of terrorism wholly or partly outside the UK, namely
during an attack on a parade to commemorate Anzac Day in
Australia” between March 15 and 26.

A second charge of inciting a beheading in Australia was
dropped by the prosecution. Greaney said that as part of their
preparations “the defendant sent Sevdet Besim a message that
read, ‘suggest you break into someone’s house and get your
first taste of beheading’”. “Sevdet Besim responded to say that
this seemed ‘a little risky’ and that aspect of the preparations
appears then to have drifted away,” Greaney added.

Besim and another Melbourne teenager, Harun Causevic,
have been charged with conspiring to commit a terrorist act,
allegedly at a parade on April 25.

They had allegedly planned to run down police officers
with a car, behead them and then shoot other people, accord-
ing to Australian media reports.

Besim and Causevic were reportedly being monitored
because of their contact with a man who was shot dead by
police in Australia last year after stabbing two officers.

On Anzac Day, ceremonies are held to remember
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps troops who fell at
Gallipoli, a fierce 1915 battle in modern-day Turkey that ended
in defeat for Allied forces, and with more than 100,000 people
dead.— AFP

ASPEN: FBI Director James Comey testifies during the Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. Comey spoke on the threat
posed to the US by the Islamic State Group at the Aspen Security Conference in
Aspen, Colo. — AP

BROKEN ARROW: An investigator walks in the front yard of a house in Broken
Arrow, Okla., yesterday, where five family members were discovered stabbed
to death. Two teenagers were taken into custody. — AP

Islamic State group bigger 
threat than al-Qaeda: FBI

Group have 21,000 English-language followers worldwide
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Bush blasts ‘swarms
of lobbyists’ 

WASHINGTON: Surrounded by supporters as he announced his bid
for the presidency, Jeb Bush decried the “swarms of lobbyists” hold-
ing sway in Washington and said he was the candidate ready to do
something about it. “We will also challenge the culture that has made
lobbying the premier growth industry in our nation’s capital,” Bush
said in Miami. “Look, the rest of the country struggles under big gov-
ernment, while comfortable, complacent interest groups in
Washington have been thriving on it.”

Four days later, Bush was in Washington for a fundraising lunch-
eon in his honor. His hosts included lobbyists who have made their
living working the influence game in D.C., with the majority of big
money fundraisers listed on the June 19 invitation current or one-
time lobbyists.

For Bush, the connection is not new. Before he was governor, Bush
himself was a registered lobbyist on behalf of Codina Bush Group and
a country club development in 1991, Miami-Dade records show. A
spokeswoman said Bush wasn’t working as a lobbyist then but as a
partner in development projects.

As Florida governor, he expanded the state’s D.C. lobbying corps.
After leaving office, he was a corporate board member or adviser for
companies that spent tens of millions in federal lobbying. And now,
as presidential candidate, one vein of support flows from the K Street
lobbying corps, and another from lobbyists in his home state of
Florida.

Fundraising reports that Bush filed last week with the Federal
Election Commission list eight lobbyists as bundlers who brought in
$228,400 to his campaign through June 30. That likely represents just
a portion of his industry support, as the FEC report - listing $11.4 mil-
lion in contributions - is a small 

piece of his larger fundraising machine. Bush’s super PAC, Right to
Rise, has raised another $103 million but not yet disclosed its donors.

On Monday, Bush banged the anti-establishment drum once more
in a Florida State University speech entitled, “Taking on Mt.
Washington” - including a pitch to extend the ban on former mem-
bers of Congress from lobbying their colleagues from one to two
years up to six. —AP

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama will
land in Kenya today with a mission to
strengthen US  security and economic ties,
but his personal connection to his father’s
birthplace will dominate a trip that Kenyans
view as a native son returning home.

Kenya is a critical Western ally in the battle
against the Somali Islamist group al Shabaab,
which massacred 148 people in April at a
Kenyan university near the Somali border.
Obama is likely to focus talks in Nairobi on
security cooperation. He will also spend pri-
vate time with family members but will not
travel to the village that is most closely associ-
ated with the family name, White House offi-
cials said. “Just as anybody is curious about
their heritage, visiting Kenya provides him an
opportunity to make that personal connec-
tion,” Valerie Jarrett, a senior aide and family
friend of Obama, said in an interview.

Obama, who made a trip to Kenya while
serving as a US  senator in 2006, has voiced
some disappointment that he will have less
freedom to see the country during this trip,
but said he was looking forward to it nonethe-

less. “My hope is ...that we can deliver a mes-
sage that the US  is a strong partner not just
for Kenya, but for Sub-Saharan Africa general-
ly,” he said. In Nairobi he will preside over the
Global Entrepreneurship Summit, pay tribute
to the victims and survivors of the 1998 US
embassy bombing, and dine with President
Uhuru Kenyatta, whose indictment by the
International Criminal Court for crimes against
humanity largely prevented Obama from
going earlier in his presidency. The charges
were dropped in March.

US officials have not given details of what
new security cooperation could be discussed,
but Kenyatta has said the fight against terror-
ism would be “central to discussions.”

Critics of Obama have compared his
record in Africa unfavorably to that of his
predecessor, George W. Bush, whose
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) program has made him a hero on
the continent. Obama’s advisers point to his
own initiatives on electricity, agriculture, and
trade as solidifying his legacy. He is the first
sitting US president to go to Kenya or

Ethiopia, his second stop on the two-country
tour. In Nairobi Obama will give a speech to
the Kenyan people, which is likely to high-
light his personal connection to the country.
In Addis Ababa he will meet with regional
leaders to discuss the crisis in South Sudan
and speak to the African Union, the first US
president to do so. Rights activists have
raised concerns about Obama’s trip to both
Kenya and Ethiopia because of alleged
human rights violations.

“Both countries face real security threats
but we are concerned by the way in which
each government has responded, often with
abusive security measures and increased
efforts to stifle civil society and independent
media,” several rights’ groups said in a letter
to Obama on Wednesday. Five detained
Ethiopian journalists were released earlier
this month. US National Security Adviser
Susan Rice said Obama would not hesitate to
raise human rights concerns during the trip
and that the White House wanted to see last-
ing change, not simply a gesture tied to
Obama’s trip.— Reuters

WASHINGTON: Real estate mogul Donald
Trump takes his presidential campaign to the
Mexico border, still riding high in polls despite
remarks on immigrants that enraged Latinos
and cost him millions in business contracts. “I
am going to the BORDER tomorrow. Will be
seeing some really brave people. Look for-
ward to a big day!” he tweeted to his more
than 3.3 million followers on Wednesday.

Trump’s campaign team said he would
tour Laredo, a town on the Texas-Mexico bor-
der, visit the border itself, address local law
enforcement and deliver a press conference.
The former reality TV star, who has made a for-
tune in real estate and other business ven-
tures, leads polls among Republican and

Republican-leaning independents in his bid to
become president.   

He has hogged the headlines with a series
of outlandish remarks and media stunts, lam-
pooning rivals, insulting career politicians and
castigating illegal immigrants. 

On Tuesday, he called rival candidate
Senator Lindsey Graham “a total lightweight”
and in a stunning breach of etiquette read out
Graham’s cell phone number and urged peo-
ple to call him. The same day, he mocked for-
mer Texas governor Rick Perry who in recent
months has taken to wearing eyeglasses. “He
put on glasses so people think he’s smart.
People can see through the glasses,” Trump
said during a speech. Over the weekend, he

provoked a backlash among Republican faith-
ful by trash-talking Vietnam war hero Senator
John McCain, one of America’s most respect-
ed politicians. McCain, at the time a navy avia-
tor, was held prisoner five years and tortured
after being shot down. But Trump was unim-
pressed.  “He’s not a war hero,” he said in
remarks that were widely condemned.  “He’s a
war hero because he was captured. I like peo-
ple that weren’t captured, OK?”

Trump has managed to ruffle the feathers
of the Republican establishment and has
turned almost all of his presidential rivals
against him, thanks to incendiary rhetoric.

His presidential competitors, for their part,
have ramped up their counter-attacks-in part

to raise their own profiles in a crowded field of
Republican presidential aspirants that now
numbers 16.

Perry had particularly harsh words for
Trump at a press conference on Wednesday.

“Donald Trump’s candidacy is a cancer on
conservatism, and it must be clearly diag-
nosed, excised and discarded,” the former
Texas governor said ahead of the billionaire
mogul’s visit to his home state, calling
Trump’s presidential campaign “a barking
carnival act.”

Trump is also expected to encounter
protests when he arrives in Texas, following
remarks on the campaign trail that many
Hispanics have found deeply insulting.— AFP

Incendiary Trump to visit US-Mexico border

Obama returns to father’s 
homeland with history
To focus talks on security cooperation

PRETORIA: In this file photo, children squat to have their photograph taken by their parents next to paintings of President
Barack Obama, center, and former South African President Nelson Mandela, left, outside the Mediclinic Heart Hospital where
Nelson Mandela is being treated in Pretoria. Today Obama will be visiting Kenya, where his father was born, for a summit on
entrepreneurship before heading to Ethiopia to address leaders at the African Union headquarters.—AP

HENDERSON: In this June 27, 2015, file photo, Republican
presidential candidate, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush
speaks at a campaign event in Henderson, Nev.
Announcing his bid for the presidency, Bush said he
would “challenge the culture that has made lobbying the
premier growth industry in our nation’s capital.”— AP
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NEW DELHI: A convicted bomb plotter due
to be hanged next week lodged yesterday a
last-ditch challenge with India’s top court,
claiming his death warrant had been issued
before all legal avenues to appeal were
exhausted. The Supreme Court on Tuesday
rejected a final appeal by Yakub Memon, who
was convicted for plotting the 1993 Mumbai
bomb attacks that killed hundreds, paving
the way for his execution after more than two
decades in jail. But his lawyers lodged the last-
ditch appeal saying his execution date of July

30 had been set in April, before this week’s
Supreme Court verdict.

Eleven people have been convicted over
the 1993 attacks, the deadliest in India’s histo-
ry. The Bombay Stock Exchange, the offices of
Air India and a luxury hotel were among the
targets of the March 1993 blasts, which killed
257 people in India’s commercial capital. The
attacks were believed to have been staged by
Mumbai’s Muslim-dominated underworld in
retaliation for anti-Muslim violence that killed
more than 1,000 people.

Rights activists have criticized the decision
to hang Memon, an accountant who denied
any involvement in the bombings. He and
two of his brothers were convicted in 2006 by
a specially designated court using controver-
sial anti-terror legislation that was introduced
after the 1993 bomb blasts and is no longer
on the statute books. Another brother, Tiger
Memon, was alleged to have masterminded
the attacks along with Mumbai gang boss
Dawood Ibrahim.

Both have been on the run since 1993 and

Yakub Memon is the only one of the 11 con-
victed to have had his death sentence upheld
on appeal. Media reports said Memon’s wife
had visited him yesterday in jail in western
Maharashtra state, were he is scheduled to be
hanged. India ended an eight-year unofficial
moratorium on executions in 2012 when it
hanged the lone surviving gunman from the
deadly 2008 Mumbai attacks. A Kashmiri sep-
aratist convicted of involvement in a deadly
2001 attack on the Indian parliament was exe-
cuted in New Delhi in 2013.—AFP

India bomb plotter seeks stay of execution

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s bold promise of a squeaky clean gov-
ernment is under threat just over 12 months
after his landslide election victory, with a
string of scandals erupting across the coun-
try. Two months ago, Modi and his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) celebrated their first year
in office, trumpeting initiatives introduced to
reform Asia’s third largest economy and pro-
claiming the government scam free. But just
weeks later, embarrassing allegations
ensnared Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj
along with the chief ministers of Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh where the right-wing
BJP rules at the state level.

Analysts say the government’s credibility
risks damage after it pledged an honest and
efficient administration, to attract much-
needed foreign investment and win over
voters enraged about endemic corruption.
Graft scandals plagued the previous
Congress-led government, resulting in poli-
cy paralysis and the worst economic slow-
down since the 1980s. The latest allegations
also threaten Modi’s critical land, taxation
and other legislative reforms, with this
week’s new session of parliament erupting
in chaos over opposition demands for
Swaraj and the chief ministers to resign.

“These scams that have broken out have
really lowered the image of the BJP-led gov-

ernment,” said Satish Misra, a senior fellow
with the Delhi-based Observer Research
Foundation think tank.   “BJP leaders cele-
brated their first year with a lot of pomp and
show, saying ‘we have no scams, we are
incorruptible’. But in the 13th month, there
were scams breaking out everywhere,” Misra
said. The government has staunchly resisted
calls to sack Swaraj over her role in helping
corruption-hit former cricket boss Lalit Modi
obtain a passport in the UK.

The BJP has stood behind Rajasthan chief
minister Vasundhara Raje, under fire for
allegedly supporting Lalit Modi’s UK immi-
gration application while he was under
investigation back in India for graft. But it is
also under pressure over Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, chief minister of Madhya Pradesh
state, where thousands of people are
alleged to have bribed officials and politi-
cians in return for jobs or places in training
institutes. India’s top court has ordered a
federal investigation into the so-called
Vyapam scam after a spate of recent deaths
fuelled claims of a mass cover-up by the
Chouhan government. The opposition says
dozens of people associated with the scam,
including witnesses, have died but state
authorities say there is little evidence to con-
nect any of the deaths or to suggest foul
play. Separately, a court has agreed to look

into an allegation that national education
minister Smriti Irani lied about her education
degree.

Parliament in turmoil 
As parliament began on Tuesday, the

prime minister appealed for opposition uni-
ty to push through his long-awaited new
national sales tax and other reforms. “We all
have to work together to take important
decisions for the development of the
nation,” Modi told reporters. But a veteran
BJP leader, lawmaker Shanta Kumar, broke
ranks, calling for an ethics committee to be
set up to investigate some of the scandals
embroiling the BJP leaders.

“News about the Vyapam scam in
Madhya Pradesh has made us hang our
heads in shame,” Kumar, a former chief min-
ister of Himachal Pradesh state, wrote in a
letter to BJP president Amit Shah.   “It’s natu-
ral for any Indian to feel disappointed and
disheartened with the kind of news on the
front pages of newspapers and TV chan-
nels,” he said in the letter, released this week
on his Facebook page. Parliament descend-
ed yesterday into turmoil for a third straight
day, with the government branding opposi-
tion demands for resignations irresponsible,
saying none of the BJP leaders had broken
any laws.—AFP

India scandals threaten
‘scam-free’ government pledge

INDIA: Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi  talks with Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Venkaiah Naidu as
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) parliamentarians Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Jitendra Singh and Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
look on as he arrives for the monsoon session at Parliament.—AFP

Sri Lanka to harness wasted 
rainwater for crops, power

MEDAWACHCHIYA: Sri Lanka plans to store and use a billion cubic
meters of rainwater per year, which would otherwise drain into the sea,
in an ambitious effort to boost irrigation and power production. The
new water management system is being built in the country’s dry zone,
which covers its northern and eastern areas. Home to at least a third of
Sri Lanka’s population of 20 million, the mainly agricultural zone has
been hit hard by climate shifts over the past decade, and is suffering
severe water shortages.

Experts say the project could harness enough water to fill two of the
country’s largest reservoirs, Victoria and Randenigala. The $675 million
project, funded by the government and donors, begins this month and
is due to be completed by December 2024. One of the island nation’s
largest water-related infrastructure projects in recent years, it envisages
the construction of two new reservoirs and 260 km of new and upgrad-
ed canals linking existing reservoirs.

The aim is to help the dry zone better manage its water supply for
power generation and farming. “Rain patterns have been changing and
the dry zone is getting less water now,” said S Shanmugasivanathan, a
senior official with the Department of Irrigation. “We need to optimize
water usage.” Mean annual rainfall across Sri Lanka is 2,000 mm, of
which the dry zone gets half or less. Most of the farming done there
relies on irrigation, using small water tanks that are filled from the
region’s larger reservoirs.

“With rain patterns now coming in short and intense bursts, we are
faced with frequent incidents of floods interspersed with drought,”
Shanmugasivanathan said. “During floods we have no option but to
release the water, because there is no infrastructure in place to retain it,”
he added. The new project would put to use some of the rain and flood-
water that is now wasted.

Water to combat poverty
The plan to build new water retention infrastructure in the dry zone

has been on the drawing board since the 1970s in the form of the
Mahaweli Development Program, which covered the country’s central
hills and some of the north. The idea was to use the waters of the
Mahaweli River, the longest in the country, to increase power genera-
tion capacity by about 260 MW and provide irrigation water to an addi-
tional 325,000 acres of land.

But parts of the project were stalled by the civil war that ravaged
Tamil-dominated northern and eastern Sri Lanka for a quarter of a cen-
tury until 2009. The new water management project is based on a mod-
ified and upgraded version of the original Mahaweli scheme, according
to government officials and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), which
is providing $453 million in funding.

The ADB estimates that 70 percent of the dry zone’s population
depend on agriculture. The impact of weather extremes on farming in
the region means average income there is 10 percent lower than in the
rest of the country, it calculates. The hope is that the new project will
help pull local people out of poverty, ADB officials say.

“The dry zone communities have historically remained among the
poorest on the island and changing climate patterns will further impact
monsoon rains and possibly worsen droughts,” said Lance Gore, a water
resources specialist with the ADB in Manila. “By providing more water,
the project will enhance the earning capacity of people dependent on
agriculture,” he said. It also aims to supply safe drinking water to
350,000 people.

Farmers in the dry zone are mostly in favor of the project, because
even in years of above-average rainfall they have endured water
shortages as reservoirs empty too quickly. “It happened to me in
2011 and again in 2013,” said Punchi Banda Herath, 55, a farmer in
Medawachchiya, North Central Province, about 230 km from
Colombo. “There were floods earlier in the year, but by the time I
went to do the planting towards the end of the year there was no
water left. The small reservoirs in this region can’t hold that much
water when it rains, and run dry very fast when drought sets in,” he
explained.—Reuters
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YANGON: Beijing yesterday hit out at long
jail sentences handed to more than 150
Chinese nationals for illegal logging in
Myanmar, in the latest tremor to shake rela-
tions between the neighbors. The mass sen-
tencing, which has sparked outraged editori-
als in Chinese state-run media, comes after
the loggers were arrested in January during
a crackdown on illegal forestry activities in
northern Kachin state, which borders China.
For years China has hovered up Myanmar’s
once abundant raw materials, spurring pop-
ular anger in the former junta-ruled country
which is set for a general election later this
year. 

Beijing has asked its smaller neighbor to
“deal with this case in a lawful, reasonable
and justified manner... and return those peo-
ple to China as soon as possible”, foreign
ministry spokesman Lu Kang said in a state-
ment on the ministry’s website. But the
Myanmar government said it would not
interfere in the judicial process. “When our
citizens break the law in other countries,
(they) face sentence by those country’s laws.
We cannot use diplomacy to intervene. I

think China will understand,” government
spokesman Ye Htut said.

“What is really needed is to stop illegal
logging in the future,” he added. A court offi-
cial in Kachin state, asking not to be named,
told AFP Wednesday that 153 Chinese log-

gers were jailed for life for illegal logging.
Life in Myanmar is equivalent to 20 years
according to legal experts. He said a further
two males under 18 were handed 10-year
sentences without giving details, while a
woman was jailed for 15 years on narcotics

charges.
An editorial in China’s Global Times

slammed the “severity” of the sentences,
expressing hope that intervention from
Beijing could “reverse” the outcome. “A few
cases of Chinese engaging in illegal business
in Myanmar have been scrutinized by public
opinion, exaggerated as China’s economic
‘invasion’ of the latter,” it said, urging the
Myanmar public “to look upon China-
Myanmar trade in a positive way”.

Strained ties 
It is the latest spat to sully ties between

the two countries. Beijing was Myanmar’s
closest ally during the later years of military
rule, providing a shield from international
opprobrium and a lifeline as a trading part-
ner for a junta that badly mismanaged the
economy. But observers say the scale of
interests China accrued during that period
from dams and mines, to a gas pipeline
aimed at developing its southern Yunnan
province-caused friction and prodded
Myanmar towards reforms in an effort to bal-
ance Beijing’s power. —AFP

BANGKOK: Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha yesterday brushed aside concern that
Vietnam is eclipsing Thailand as a regional man-
ufacturing base, saying Vietnam is a friend not a
competitor. The comments came during a visit
to Bangkok by Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung, and at a time when a num-
ber of foreign companies are shifting manufac-
turing operations from Thailand to Vietnam,
partly for logistical reasons. “Today, we use the
word friend and not competitor,” Prayuth told a
news conference with Dung, adding that
Thailand was Vietnam’s biggest trade partner in
the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) region. Thai officials have expressed
concern that Vietnam is attracting more foreign
manufacturing investment, an additional worry
for a government seeking to spur private
investment to quicken slow growth.

A decade of intermittent political turbu-
lence in Thailand, including outbreaks of vio-
lence on the streets, has added to questions
about the country’s suitability as a regional
manufacturing base for some foreign investors.
Prayuth is a former army chief who staged a
coup in 2014 to end the most recent bout of
political tension.

Human rights violations
Dung told the news conference Thailand

and Vietnam agreed to increase two-way trade
to $20 billion by 2020. Two-way trade between
Thailand and Vietnam was $11.8 billion in 2014,
according to Thailand’s Commerce Ministry.
Since the 2014 coup Thailand has sought to
improve its ties with China, whose relations
with neighbor Vietnam have been strained by a
territorial disputes in the South China Sea.

China has overlapping claims with Vietnam, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei in the
South China Sea through which $5 trillion in
sea-borne trade passes every year.  Thailand
and Vietnam said in a joint press released yes-
terday territorial disputes in the South China
Sea had affected trust and confidence and
“may undermine peace and stability as well as
safety and freedom of navigation”. Both coun-
tries emphasized the need for full and effective
implementation of a declaration on the con-
duct of parties in the South China Sea. Both
Vietnam and Thailand have been accused by
rights groups of serious human rights viola-
tions. Last month, Thai police forced the New-
York based Human Rights Watch to cancel an
event it wanted to hold at a Bangkok media
club to launch a report alleging Vietnam’s per-
secution of an ethnic minority.—Reuters

Thai PM says Vietnam a 

friend, not competitor
‘Concerns that Vietnam attracting more foreign manufacturing investment’ 

Maldives to

allow foreigners

to own land

COLOMBO: Lawmakers in the Maldives have voted to
allow foreign ownership of land for the first time, trigger-
ing concern over a possible landgrab by China in the
strategic Indian Ocean region. Dozens of foreign compa-
nies already run luxury resorts on islands that they lease
from the government of the honeymoon islands for a
maximum of 99 years. The new law, which has yet to be
ratified by the president, would allow foreigners who
invest more than $1 billion to own land in perpetuity, pro-
vided 70 percent of it is reclaimed from the Indian Ocean.

The bill passed easily on Wednesday after a brief
debate, with 70 members voting in favor and 14 against,
the assembly said in a statement. But opposition lawmak-
ers expressed fears that the move could clear the way for
the Chinese to set up bases in the Maldives, which strad-
dles vital international east-west shipping routes. Regional
superpower India is already wary of increased Chinese
involvement in the area, which it considers to be within its
sphere of influence. Opposition Maldivian Democratic
Party MP Eva Abdulla said she feared the nation could
become a frontline for a potential power struggle
between India and China.

“We can’t ignore the fact there is a cold war brewing
between India and China,” Abdulla said by telephone from
the capital island Male.  “What is in our interest is peace
and stability in the Indian Ocean. India is our neighbor and
we are not a country in the South China Sea,” she said
referring to China’s dispute with several countries over
claims to the area. The government has said the move
would not threaten the Maldives’ sovereignty and was
needed to attract large-scale foreign investment for proj-
ects. 

The Maldives is seeking aid and investment from
Beijing to build a 1.4 kilometer (0.87 mile) bridge linking
Male with the nearby airport island. Ahead of the vote,
President Abdulla Yameen’s half brother Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom-the country’s former strongman leader-had
urged further public debate on the controversial move. “I
have appealed to (the) president to seek public opinion
on proposed constitutional amendment re land owner-
ship before ratification,” he tweeted. The Maldives, made
up of 1,192 tiny coral islands scattered across the equator,
has been plagued by political unrest since the toppling of
the country’s first democratically elected president
Mohamed Nasheed in February 2012. Since his conviction
earlier this year on terrorism charges there have been reg-
ular protests on Male’s streets.—AFP

BANGKOK: Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chano  cha walks with Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung as
they review the guard of honor yesterday.—AP

YANGON: A worker walks past a pile of logs at a holding area along the
Yangon river.—AP  

China ire as Myanmar jails scores for illegal logging
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HONG KONG: Since China took control of Hong Kong from Britain in
1997, the city’s billionaires have played a leading role in hewing the
Asian financial center to Beijing’s priorities. So too have a dwindling
band of fishermen and farmers. The desire of China’s communist lead-
ers to enlist the tycoons’ cooperation is understandable given the
influence they have through their control of large swathes of the
semi-autonomous Chinese city’s economy. Chinese President Xi
Jinping last year summoned a group of them for an emergency meet-
ing as political tensions in Hong Kong mounted.

Less known outside Hong Kong, however, is the political role of
fishermen and farmers, remnant industries in Hong Kong that form a
large slice of the 1,200-member committee that selects the southern
Chinese city’s pro-Beijing leader. They also have their own representa-
tive in the territory’s legislature. Fishing and farming make up less
than 1 percent of Hong Kong’s $274 billion economy but command
60 votes in the leadership committee, far more than groups or indus-
tries with much greater economic or social significance.

Blocked streets
Their outsized role is a source of discontent in a city that was

rocked by pro-democracy protests over the past year as many Hong
Kongers chafed against a rising tide of mainland Chinese influence.
“The system is totally unfair,” said Drake Leung, one of an estimated
48,000 people who turned out for an annual pro-democracy march
on July 1. Leung said fishermen and farmers served only as “rubber
stamps” for Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing leadership. “Maybe 30 or 40
years ago there were actually more fishermen or farmers in Hong
Kong. Now society has changed so much but they still retain this sys-
tem, this framework to oppress the views of the people,” he said.

Pro-democracy activists, who blocked streets for more than two
months last year to demand a free election for Hong Kong’s leader,
want to modify or eliminate the system, saying it’s opaque and heavi-
ly skewed toward pro-Beijing business interests and trade groups.
They opposed a government proposal that would have allowed all
adults to vote for a leader, but only for candidates that met with
Beijing’s approval. In the end, Hong Kong’s feisty legislature vetoed
that idea. Pro-democracy lawmakers regarded it as no improvement
on a status quo already rigged in China’s favor. Crouching on the
wooden decking of a fish farm floating off one of Hong Kong’s small
islands, Lai Tak-chuen, whose father was also a fish farmer, poured
pellets from a 20 kilogram bag into one of his pens as saba, or macker-
el, snapped furiously at the water’s surface.

Biggest reality
Lai, who has served on three election committees since 2000,

reflected on how his business has recovered after the so-called
Umbrella Movement protests, which gripped Hong Kong from late
September to mid-December. “During those 70-80 odd days,
many hotels came to a complete stop. Our brothers and sisters

from the mainland didn’t travel down here,” he said. “Business
completely stopped, no one was eating fish. If you have fish you
can’t sell then it’s a loss. This is the biggest reality. We know what
bitterness is like.”

Now, he said, “it’s better, people have started coming back to
Hong Kong, they’re eating fish, the environment is better.” Lai said he
supported the idea of a territory-wide election race among Beijing-
approved candidates. But “it was vetoed so there’s nothing you can
do,” he said. Sentiments like Lai’s add weight to the pro-democracy
camps complaints that the system is stacked heavily in favor of pro-
Beijing groups. Fishing and farming are among 38 groups represent-
ed on the election committee, but seats are distributed unevenly and
arbitrarily, experts say. The 60 seats allocated to fishing and farming
are, for example, more than triple the 18 seats allotted to finance, the
mainstay of Hong Kong’s freewheeling economy.

Hong Kong’s fishing industry relies on access to Chinese fishing
grounds and assistance from mainland authorities in case a ship gets
into trouble, making it unwise to go against Beijing. Lai, 68, acknowl-
edges that nowadays few young people want to go into fishing,
instead opting for more stable jobs. Government figures show Hong
Kong had 8,800 fisherman in 2013, down from about 50,000 in 1970
before the city began its transformation into a wealthy Asian financial
powerhouse. The prospects for fish farming are also just “so-so,” said
Lai, who earns about HK$15,000 ($1,900) a month on average.

Great concerns
The quirky election system is a legacy of the British, who in the

1980s introduced legislative elections that gave seats to the business
and interest groups, known as functional constituencies. The Chinese
liked the system so much they kept it after realizing they could use it
to exert influence and keep loyalists in power, said Simon Young, a
Hong Kong University law school professor who wrote a book about
the city’s elections. Over the past year, it’s become apparent that
China’s leaders don’t want to tinker too much. Beijing has “indicated
great concerns with adopting too open, too democratic a system that
allows the people to choose representatives,” he said.

Another complaint is the system’s lack of transparency. In 2011,
some 159 registered electors from Lai’s Ma Wan Fisheries Rights
Association and 75 other obscure leagues chose their group’s 60 rep-
resentatives, who all ran uncontested. But little is known about these
groups and what they do. Only six people named to the committee
left contact information with the election commission. Committee
members mostly vote according to Beijing’s wishes, although Lai said
he didn’t receive instructions in the 2012 selection of current leader
Leung Chun-ying. He said he made up his mind after watching two
televised debates in which Leung’s rival performed poorly. He wasn’t
sure if he would be asked to serve on the committee that will choose
Leung’s successor in 2017. “We’ll see if it’s convenient for the fisher-
men,” he said. — AP

China rights activists
on trial in Guangzhou

amid crackdown
HONG KONG: A closely-watched trial of three Chinese rights
activists resumed yesterday in the southern Chinese city of
Guangzhou, amid an unprecedented crackdown by authorities
on human rights lawyers across the country. The area around
Guangzhou’s intermediate People’s Court was blocked off by
scores of police, with foreign journalists and a small group of
Western diplomats barred from the courtroom. Several support-
ers of the defendants - Tang Jingling, Wang Qingying and Yuan
Xinting - were taken away by police according to witnesses and
diplomats on the scene.

Well over 200 people have been detained or questioned since
the crackdown began in July, according to the Hong Kong-based
China Human Rights Lawyer Concern Group. Tang, 44, a promi-
nent human rights lawyer, was arrested last summer and now
faces a charge of “inciting subversion of state power”, that carries
a maximum sentence of 15 years. The men distributed books
such as Gene Sharp’s “From Dictatorship to Democracy” and
“Self-Liberation”, police said.  They also accused Tang of “instigat-
ing others to participate in the non-violent ‘Citizen Non-coopera-
tion Movement’.”

The trio were known as the “three gentlemen of Guangzhou”;
part of a once vibrant community of activists in the southern
Chinese city that has been targeted by authorities in recent years.
Another Guangzhou rights leader, Guo Feixiong, has been
detained for over a year and faces prosecution for his work. The
US government said in a statement that it was “deeply con-
cerned” at what appeared to be a systematic pattern of arrests
and detentions of rights defenders who “peacefully challenge
official Chinese policies and actions”.

Last month, legal proceedings were suspended when the
three dismissed their lawyers after the court rejected requests to
call witnesses and to keep Communist Party members off the
bench. One of the lawyers for the activists, Sui Muqing, has since
been detained in the ongoing crackdown. Tang’s wife and anoth-
er defense lawyer weren’t immediately reachable on their mobile
phones for comment. — Reuters

Gay couple in Thai
custody battle over

surrogate baby
BANGKOK: A gay couple from the United States said on
Wednesday their lives were being “destroyed” after a Thai sur-
rogate mother refused to sign papers allowing them to take
their baby out of Thailand. The controversy is the latest over
surrogacy in Thailand after several cases last year including
accusations that an Australian couple abandoned their Down
Syndrome baby with his birth mother, taking only his healthy
twin sister back to Australia.

In the latest case, Gordon Allan Lake and his Spanish hus-
band, Manuel Valero, say Thai surrogate Patidta Kusolsang,
who is not the baby’s biological mother, decided she wanted
to keep their baby, Carmen, as the couple was preparing to
leave Thailand. Patidta “had issues” with the couple’s sexual
orientation, said Lake, and did not show up at the US embassy
in Bangkok in January to sign Carmen’s passport application
and give them the papers needed to leave Thailand. “We have
been here six months and our lives are being destroyed,” Lake
told Reuters.  “Our families have missed out on the first six
months of Carmen’s beautiful life.” Patidta did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for comment. Thailand has been a
popular destination for foreign couples seeking surrogacy
services, partly because of loose regulations and low costs
compared with some other countries. 

The surrogacy law
But following last year’s surrogacy scandals, Thailand

passed a law in February that bans foreigners from seeking
surrogacy services. The law does not come into effect until
July 30 and Lake and Valero are not in violation of Thai law for
commissioning surrogacy last year.  The US embassy in
Bangkok said in a statement emailed to Reuters, US citizens in
Thailand were subject to Thai law. “Pursuant to US law, the
Department cannot issue passports to minor children without
the consent of the legal parent/s or guardians/s,” said embassy
spokeswoman Melissa Sweeney. —Reuters

In Hong Kong voting system,
fishermen play key role

‘People have started coming back to Hong Kong, they’re eating fish’

HONG KONG: Lai Tak-chuen, a fish farmer, pours pellets from a 20 kilogram bag into one of his pens as saba, or mackerel in his
fish farm in Ma Wan. — AP
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Japan’s jeweler Tanaka
Kikinzoku Jewelry 
displays a pure gold
robot figure ‘Gundam’,
standing 12.5 cm tall,
weighing one kilogram
and with a price of
160,000 USD (20 million
yen) at a press preview
of ‘The Art of Gundam’
exhibition in Tokyo. The
exhibition for the 
popular cartoon robot
character will be held
from July 18 -
September 27 while the
new TV animation series
of ‘Gundam’ will 
start in Japan from
October. —AFP
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Bill Cosby lost his latest bid to fend off a
lawsuit accusing him of sexually abus-
ing a 15-year-old girl at the Playboy

Mansion in Los Angeles in 1974, as the
California Supreme Court on Wednesday
denied the comedian’s petition to review the
case. The accuser’s attorney, Gloria Allred,
said the decision cleared the way for litiga-
tion brought by Judy Huth, now in her 50s,
to proceed, and that she intended to take
Cosby’s sworn deposition within the next 30
days.

“We are looking forward to Mr Cosby
answering questions under oath at his depo-
sition,” Allred said. “It’s a very big victory.”
There was no immediate response from
Cosby or his lawyers, who have consistently
denied allegations of sexual misconduct
lodged against the 78-year-old performer.
But the legal setback for Cosby came as his
defense team mounted a new public rela-
tions blitz on his behalf.

In a round of interviews with various news
outlets, including ABC’s “Good Morning
America” and the New York Times, Cosby
lawyer Monique Pressley said the media
have distorted deposition testimony made
public this month from a separate sexual
assault lawsuit Cosby settled in 2006.

Pressley, a newly hired Cosby attorney
based in Washington, said that while the
deposition may have proved embarrassing
to Cosby, nothing in his sworn statements
marked an admission of criminal wrongdo-
ing or of sexual encounters that were any-
thing but consensual. Huth is one of more
than 40 women who have come forward in
the past year to say that they were raped or
molested by Cosby after he plied them with
drugs or alcohol in incidents dating back
decades.

Civil complaints
The complaint filed by Huth against

Cosby is one of at least four pending civil
lawsuits stemming from such accusations,
but Allred said Huth’s is the only one seeking
damages for the alleged sexual misconduct
itself. The others are defamation suits whose

principal causes of action allege the enter-
tainer falsely branded his accusers as liars by
denying that he ever sexually assaulted
them. In addition, Los Angeles police are
conducting a criminal investigation into a
complaint brought against Cosby, an LAPD
spokesman confirmed on Wednesday. He
declined to give details.

Cosby has never been charged. Los
Angeles County prosecutors declined last
year to bring a criminal case against him over
Huth’s allegations, saying the matter dated
back too far under California’s statute of limi-
tations. Allred said the statute is more forgiv-
ing of civil complaints of childhood sexual
abuse, allowing for a claim of repressed psy-
chological injury that is discovered by the
accuser in the last three years.

Mental health
Cosby’s attorneys had sought dismissal of

Huth’s lawsuit on procedural grounds, argu-
ing among other things that she lacked
required certification from a mental health
professional to support her claims. They also
said in court papers that Huth sued Cosby
only after she failed to extort money from
him to buy her silence. A Los Angeles
Superior Court judge ruled against Cosby,
and a state appeals court refused to hear the
case in May. On Wednesday, the state
Supreme Court did likewise, a decision that
Allred said leaves Cosby no further legal
recourse for blocking the lawsuit.

She said she expects to take Cosby’s dep-
osition in Massachusetts, where the per-
former resides.

The decision comes weeks after a federal
judge in Philadelphia unsealed excerpts of a
deposition Cosby gave in a separate sexual
assault case he settled with a former Temple
University employee, Andrea Constand, for
an undisclosed sum in 2006. The excerpts
included Cosby’s admission under oath that
he had obtained Quaaludes, the brand name
for a sedative widely used as a recreational
drug in the 1970s, with the intent of giving
the pills to young women in order to have
sex with them. —Reuters

Entertainer and former classmate Bill Cosby speaks as Patrick O’Connor, chair-
man of Temple University’s Board of Trustees, right, listens during a public
memorial service. —AP

Cosby loses latest legal bid 
to block sexual abuse lawsuit

Much is at stake when the curtain rises on a
new production of Richard Wagner’s
opera “Tristan and Isolde” Saturday, the

glittering opening night of the legendary Bayreuth
Festival. The stakes are particularly high for the fes-
tival chief, Wagner’s great-granddaughter
Katharina Wagner, who is directing this year’s stag-
ing. The 37-year-old has been at the helm of the
month-long summer music festival dedicated
exclusively to Wagner’s works alongside her much
older half-sister Eva Wagner-Pasquier since 2009.

But Eva, 70, is stepping down at the end of the
summer, leaving Katharina in sole charge, at least
until her current contract expires in 2020. In direc-
torial terms, the list of works Katharina has staged
is still comparatively short.  And she has only once
before directed in Bayreuth’s Festspielhaus-the
opera house built to her great-grandfather’s own
designs-with “The Mastersingers of Nuremberg”, a
production that was almost universally loathed by
audiences and critics alike.

Classical music aficionados suggest Bayreuth,
more generally, could be losing some of its veneer.
And Katharina’s critics lay the blame squarely at
her door. Under her leadership, the festival’s aes-
thetic preferences have veered towards confronta-
tional directors, such as the self-styled “enfant ter-
rible” of German theatre, Frank Castorf, whose cur-
rent production of the sprawling four-opera “Ring”
cycle has met with deafening waves of boos and
whistles since it premiered in 2013. Dyed-in-the-
wool Wagnerians tend to be deeply conservative
in their operatic tastes, and seasoned Bayreuthers
say they are feeling increasingly alienated by the
provocative, in-your-face productions. 

Internecine battles 
Music lovers also complain that to hear the

best Wagner singers, they no longer need to head
to Bayreuth, but can opt for the world’s other lead-
ing opera houses. The waiting list for tickets-which
used to stretch to 10 years and longer-has short-
ened noticeably, not least because the Internet
age has dawned over Bayreuth’s mythical Green
Hill, with a sizeable contingent of tickets now
made available online. Ever since the festival’s
beginnings in 1876, the composer’s descendants
have torn each other apart in bitter feuds for con-
trol of Bayreuth, whose guests traditionally include
royalty and the political and social elite of the day. 

Adolf Hitler was a fervent Wagnerian and regu-
larly attended the festival. In peace-time Germany,
many heads of government and state have come,
and Chancellor Angela Merkel is this year again set

to attend the opening night.  At times, the
internecine battles of the different branches of the
Wagner family have threatened to overshadow
the on-stage theatrics. And this year has been no
different.  Media reports-vigorously dismissed-
have claimed that Katharina colluded with con-
ductor Christian Thielemann to have Eva barred
from the Green Hill once rehearsals for “Tristan”
had started.

More oil was poured on the fire when the cur-
rent “Ring” conductor, the intensely media-shy
Russian Kirill Petrenko, publicly lambasted the way
one of his singers, Canadian tenor Lance Ryan,
who sang the role of Siegfried in the past two
years was replaced at short notice.

Bitter rivalry 
Speculation of bitter rivalry between Petrenko

and Thielemann reached fever pitch when
Petrenko was named chief conductor of the Berlin
Philharmonic, a position Thielemann was per-
ceived to have coveted for years. Those rumors
were given added piquancy when it was
announced that German soprano Anja Kampe, a
close friend of Petrenko, pulled out of the role of
Isolde with just four weeks to go before the pre-
miere. Thielemann is conducting the new produc-
tion.

Indeed, the festival was unusually late in con-
firming this year’s official cast list in June, instead
of the normal publication date at the start of the
year. Even taking into account the deaths of two
cast members in the Germanwings plane crash in
France in March, the delay was still extremely
unusual. To cap it all for Katharina, this year marks
the 150th anniversary since “Tristan and Isolde”
had its world premiere. Hers will be only the 11th
production of the work at the Bayreuth Festival.

But she insisted in a recent interview that she
does not let such pressures daunt her. “I’ll never be
able to fulfill people’s expectations of me if those
expectations are super-human,” she told the
newspaper Welt am Sonntag. “You can’t expect a
production to be liked by all 2,000 people in the
audience. That just isn’t possible.”

She was nevertheless optimistic, telling the
newspaper that already, in putting together the
production, “we’ve achieved what we wanted to
achieve”. The Bayreuth Festival runs until August
28 with 30 performances of seven different
operas-”Tristan and Isolde”, “Lohengrin”, “The
Flying Dutchman” and the “Ring” comprising
“Rhinegold”, “The Valkyrie”, “Siegfried” and
“Twilight of the Gods”. —AFP

Bayreuth curtain to rise on Katharina
Wagner’s ‘Tristan and Isolde’

Katharina Wagner, great-granddaughter of German composer Richard Wagner
and co-director of the Bayreuth music festival, and her half-sister and co-direc-
tor Eva Wagner-Pasquier. —AFP
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Gangsta rap pioneers N.W.A. will reunite for
a European tour with superstar Eminem as
an honorary member, an entertainment

executive said Wednesday. The news came ahead
of the release next month of “Straight Outta
Compton,” a biopic about the Los Angeles-area
group whose angry, unapologetic songs about
street life shocked parts of white America in the
late 1980s. Donna Langley, chairperson of
Universal Studios, which is releasing the film, said
in an interview that a reunited N.W.A. would pro-
mote the movie with a tour of unspecified
European destinations.

“We don’t have anything settled yet with
everyone’s schedules,” she told The Hollywood
Reporter. “But we think it can create a lot of buzz,”
she was quoted as saying. The trade publication
said Eminem would perform as an “honorary
member,” presumably taking the spot of Eazy-E
who died in 1995 from complications of AIDS.
Eminem, the best-selling rapper of all time, start-
ed his career under the  wing of N.W.A. member

Dr. Dre, who has gone on to become one of the
music industry’s most successful business moguls.
Dr Dre’s role helped bring credibility to Eminem,
who is white, among African-American audiences.

N.W.A. won a wide following but enraged
politicians with its defining 1988 song “Fuck tha
Police” which indicted white officers over their
treatment of young African-American men. N.W.A.
member Ice Cube, who went on to a successful
solo career, reunited last month with former
bandmates MC Ren and DJ Yella for a one-off
reunion show in Los Angeles for Black
Entertainment Television. But Dr Dre, who was
busy working on Apple’s launch of a new stream-
ing service, was absent. Dr Dre last performed
with his former band mates during the 2000 “Up
in Smoke Tour” across North America, which
brought together leading rappers including
Eminem. Representatives for Eminem and the sur-
viving N.W.A. members did not immediately com-
ment on tour plans. — AFP

Gangsta rap icons NWA 
to reunite with Eminem 

Jake Gyllenhaal, from left, Eminem, Curtis Jackson aka 50 Cent and Miguel Gomez attend the
premiere of ‘Southpaw’ at the AMC Loews Lincoln Square in New York. — AP

Taylor Swift’s “bad blood” with fellow pop
superstar Katy Perry looks set to get a lot
worse. Perry on Wednesday took to

Twitter, where she has more followers than any-
one else in the world, to take down Swift in a
row set off by the nominations for the MTV
Video Music Awards. Rapper Nicki Minaj had
voiced outrage that her “Anaconda” failed to be
nominated for Video of the Year. She suggested
that the music industry was biased against her
as an African-American woman and preferred
female stars “with very slim bodies.”

Swift, who received the most nominations
for the August 30 awards, responded by inviting
Minaj to join her on stage if Swift wins. “I’ve
done nothing but love and support you. It’s
unlike you to pit women against each other.
Maybe one of the men took your slot,” tweeted
Swift, who has cast herself as a feminist. Perry-
who memorably sang “You’re gonna hear me
roar” entered the fray a day later with pointed
criticism of Swift, without using her name.

“Finding it ironic to parade the ‘pit women
against other women’ argument as one which
unmeasurably capitalizes on the takedown of a
woman,” she wrote to her nearly 73 million
Twitter followers. Perry, in turn, wrote that she
wished that Rihanna had been nominated for
“Better Have My Money,” which came out on the
last day of eligibility for the awards. Perry and
Swift, often considered the era’s two leading
women in pop, have long been rumored to have
a poor relationship but it has rarely spilled into
the open.

Swift was nominated for Video of the Year for
“Bad Blood,” which depicts her as an action
hero. Swift has said that she wrote the song-
with the lines “Now we got problems / And I
don’t think we can solve them” about another
pop star whom she accused of undercutting her
by hiring people who had been working for her.
While Swift did not name her villain, she was
widely believed to be referring to Perry. — AFP

Perry roars into Swift feud

American hip-hop star Chris Brown took to
swearing and break-dancing as he ranted
yesterday about being stranded in the

Philippines over a row with an influential sect. The
26-year-old was stopped from leaving the
Philippine capital on Wednesday, a day after per-
forming at a Manila concert, amid a fraud com-
plaint filed against him by the indigenous
Christian group Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ).

“Can somebody please tell me what is going
on? I don’t know. I’m reading headline after head-
line. What is going on,” the pierced and tattooed
singer said in a video post on his official Instagram
account that later appeared to have been taken
down. The justice department said the row erupt-
ed after Brown failed to show up for a scheduled
New Year’s Eve concert at an Iglesia-owned indoor
arena on Manila’s northern outskirts on December
31 last year.

The immigration bureau said Brown must
prove there was no ground to charge him with
fraud before he is allowed to leave the country.
State prosecutors are studying the Iglesia com-
plaint. The video appeared to have been taken in a
hotel room, with soda cans and snacks scattered
on tables. His companions were sprawled on
couches, wrapped in white blankets. In a second
video post, Brown raised both hands in the air and
said: “I didn’t do nothing”.

He then break-danced in front of a giant flat
screen television that was showing computer
games. Brown was smiling and appeared playful in
both videos, posted in the early hours yesterday.
The Grammy Award-winning singer has not left
the Philippines, contrary to a US media report that
he has left for Hong Kong, Bureau of Immigration
spokeswoman Elaine Tan said. Manila airport
authorities said his private jet sat at a hangar yes-
terday. Press reports said he is holed up in a Manila
hotel two days after his Tuesday concert at anoth-
er Manila venue.

Calls and emails to the Iglesia ni Cristo and to
Brown’s spokeswoman and concert promoters
yesterday seeking comment on the case were
unanswered. Fans cheered and jeered the singer
on his Instagram posts. “Pay your debts, estafa
(fraud) boy,” Erwin John Antonio Capili (three-
tothehead7) commented. “You might as well go to
Palawan, while you’re still here. Enjoy the beaches
we have,” Rach Mapa (rachelismbebe) said, refer-
ring to a tourist island famous for white sand
beaches and dive spots.

The Brown saga was just the latest run-in by
foreign entertainers against conservative religious
groups in the devoutly Catholic Philippines, a for-
mer Spanish and American colony. In March, two
members of British boy band One Direction who
were known to have smoked marijuana each paid
a 200,000 peso ($4,500) bond before they could
perform in Manila. In 2012, flamboyant American
pop singer Lady Gaga drew the ire of conservative
Catholics for alleged blasphemous imagery,
prompting strict censors’ monitoring of her
show.—AFP

Chris Brown rants, breakdances 
while marooned in Philippines

Pop star Justin Bieber got some good news on
his legal woes Wednesday when a court in
Argentina dropped a warrant for his arrest for

allegedly assaulting a photographer. Judge Alberto
Banos said the Canadian singer, 21, would still face
the assault charge related to the 2013 incident in
Buenos Aires, but that Bieber was not now subject
to an arrest warrant. Now Bieber is supposed to
contact authorities about when he can testify in the
investigation, DyN news reported. Argentina had
sought Bieber’s arrest overseas with an Interpol
Red Notice but no country detained him or tried to
extradite him.

Bieber ignored a November court order to
appear before the judge in the case, which dates
back to a 2013 stop in Buenos Aires on his Believe
tour. Photographer Diego Pesoa accused Bieber of
instructing a bodyguard to forcefully seize his cam-
era and cellphone outside a nightclub in the posh
Palermo neighborhood. Interpol, the international
police body, does not issue arrest warrants itself,
but can send out a Red Notice informing its 190
member states that a suspect is wanted in a partic-
ular country. Bieber once enjoyed a squeaky clean
image but has more recently had frequent run-ins
with the law, including one in Canada when he
allegedly assaulted a limousine driver.

Last year, he pleaded guilty to lesser charges

after taking part in an illegal drag race on a Miami
street. He was sentenced to two years’ probation
last year for throwing eggs at the home of a neigh-
bor in California. The 2013 tour stop, Bieber’s only
visit to Argentina, was peppered with scandals.  He
was thrown out of a hotel, and cut one show short
after 45 minutes because of a stomach ache, anger-
ing some fans. — AFP

Argentina drops bid 
to arrest Bieber

Chris Brown arriving on the red carpet at the
MTV Video Music Awards (VMA) at the Forum
in Inglewood, California. — AFP

Taylor Swift performs during her ‘1989’
world tour at MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford in New Jersey. — AP
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Buried and long forgotten, the head of a giant Lenin statue is set
to make a comeback in the German capital a quarter-century
after the fall of the Berlin Wall. The Soviet leader will gaze again

on the people when the 3.5 ton piece is resurrected from its current
grave-a sandpit under a pile of rocks home to a colony of lizards. The
goateed head of Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, alias Lenin, is to be
unearthed, trucked across Berlin and displayed in a line-up of histori-
cal sculptures marking the end of an odyssey that started in the Cold
War. “Lenin was always set to be part of the exhibition because it’s a
special statue, given its size alone,” said Andrea Theissen, curator of
the Citadel Spandau hosting the exhibition from September.

A similarly oversized bust of Lenin starred in the award-winning
2003 comedy-drama “Good Bye Lenin!” showing the Russian revolu-
tionary leader suspended from a helicopter, unceremoniously carted
over the roofs of a reunited Berlin. That scene never actually took
place, but the real-life journey of the statue has been no less dramatic.

People power 
Once upon a time, the 1.7 meter (five feet) high head was part of a

Lenin statue carved from Ukrainian pink granite that towered 19
meters (62 feet) above East Berlin, framed by Soviet pre-fab apart-
ment tower blocks. It was designed by Nikolai Tomsky, then president
of the Soviet Academy of Arts, and its massive stone blocks were
hauled to the socialist brother-state in a convoy of trucks. The statue
was inaugurated before 200,000 people on April 19, 1970, three days
before the 100th anniversary of Lenin’s birth, and stayed there for 31
years, dominating a square named after the Bolshevik revolutionary.

After a wave of people power brought down the Wall and the Iron
Curtain, sending Lenin and Marx statues toppling across eastern
Europe, the Berlin icon too became a lightning rod for public anger. It
was at “the heart of citizen protests and of debates in the Berlin gov-
ernment assembly”, said Theissen. The first mayor of reunited Berlin,
the conservative Eberhard Diepgen, ordered its removal in late 1991,
wanting to rid the city of an icon of a “dictatorship where people were
persecuted and murdered”. The statue was painstakingly disassem-
bled over months as workers cut through granite, concrete and steel
beams inside, splitting Lenin into about 120 parts. The pieces then
were trucked to a secluded forest in Berlin’s far southeast and buried
in sandy earth, a location chosen for reasons that are now lost to his-
tory.

Politically sensitive 
For long it seemed Lenin’s head would remain buried in the sand,

despite city pledges to send it to the Spandau exhibit. As recently as
August 2014, the Berlin government claimed no-one knew exactly
where it was and that excavating it would be too costly anyway.
“That’s when I contacted the Berliner Zeitung (newspaper) and I told
them, I know where it is,” laughs Rick Minnich, a Berlin-based US doc-
umentary filmmaker.

The Californian, together with a German friend, had used shovels
to unearth the head back in the early 90s and filmed the scene for a
“mockumentary”, since posted on YouTube. “Last summer, someone
decided the head would not be excavated, and it was the huge press
reaction that put very heavy pressure on the local government to ful-
fill the promise it had made,” he said. Berlin’s administration admitted
it had dragged its feet on the matter. “To the question of whether this
is politically sensitive, I think we should say yes,” said Petra Rohland,
Berlin city spokeswoman for development and the environment.

“It has been 25 years since the fall of the Wall and we naturally
thought: is it wise to have Lenin pass through the city and exhibit him
in a museum?” The exhibit organizers finally convinced the city
administration to go ahead. But then Lenin’s return ran into another
unexpected obstacle-the lizards. —AFP

A photo dated November 13, 1991, shows workers removing the head of a statue representing late Soviet leader Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin during its demolition on the Lenin platz in Berlin.

After ‘Goodbye Lenin’, 
a Berlin resurrection

A photo dated from summer 1991, shows a statue represent-
ing late Soviet leader Vladimir Ilyich Lenin on the Lenin platz
in Berlin. — AFP photos

Crown jewel of Connecticut state
parks: Hammonasset Beach 

Downtown Madison, Connecticut, has the feel of a beach
town, though the beach itself is nearly 2 miles away. In
addition to shops and restaurants, the town has one of

the best independent bookstores in the state and a century-old
independent movie theater. For sand and shore, head to
Madison’s Hammonasset Beach State Park, often called the
crown jewel of Connecticut’s state parks.

Hammonasset, located on Long Island Sound, offers more
than a day at the beach. Visitors to Connecticut’s largest shoreline
park can explore its wetlands and woodlands and get up close to
the dunes from a boardwalk. You can also bike, hike, kayak, camp,
study nature or just watch birds.

Classic attractions
The Madison Art Cinemas, which opened more than 100 years

ago, screens first-run independent art and foreign and domestic
films. Once used as a gym with a basketball court beneath its
wooden floor, it also serves as a community center.

Make sure to visit R.J. Julia Booksellers in downtown Madison.
You can spend hours browsing and if you visit at the right time,
you can attend a book meeting with authors. The store has
drawn Caroline Kennedy, Julie Andrews and Gene Wilder - not
bad for a town 100 miles from Manhattan with a population of
18,000. At Hammonasset, Meigs Point Nature Center is home to
turtles, snakes, amphibians, crabs and fish. Many of the animals
were taken to the center because of injuries and cannot be
returned to the wild. The center offers programs and lectures
about marine life, the history of Indian communities in the area,
oceanography, lessons about animal tracks and other topics.
Summer hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday.

The state is building a new nature center that can accommo-
date large school groups and provide interpretive and education-
al program work spaces and exhibits. It’s due to open next year
and will include geothermal heating and cooling, solar power
panels to generate electricity.

Tips
To avoid a parking fee at Hammonasset, bring your bicycle.

Park your car at any parking lot at shopping areas in Madison and
ride the 1.8-mile trip along Route 1, known locally as the Boston
Post Road, to the Hammonasset park. Free bike racks are avail-
able. For non-residents driving to the park, weekend parking is
$23.40, weekdays $15.95. The eastern trailhead of the Shoreline
Greenway Trail is at Hammonasset. The trail extends a mile along
the peninsula overlooking marshland and can be used for walk-
ing, biking and cross-country skiing. It’s also wheelchair-accessi-
ble.—AP

This undated photo released by the Connecticut
Department of Tourism shows a beach path at
Hammonasset Beach State Park in Madison, Conn. — AP
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Like many Chinese hotels, the Kunlun International hotel has
rock bottom prices. It also boasts rooms with round beds
and dance poles, and an all-female North Korean rock band

who belt out “Anthem of the Worker’s Party” and other socialist
classics every night. Young and good-looking, the seven-piece
group bears a striking similarity to the Moranbong band, a North
Korean musical phenomenon who have been accorded huge suc-
cess since their members were hand-selected by leader Kim Jong-
Un.

Now, imitators from Pyongyang are performing in Chinese
border towns, looking to provide genuine entertainment rather
than the novelty value long offered by North Korean restaurants
and bands in Asia-which provide the diplomatically isolated gov-
ernment with much-needed hard currency. At the hotel in
Hunchun, sandwiched in a sliver of China between Russia and
North Korea, the band-who have no name of their own-wore lurid
red and were bathed in purple spotlights and clouds of dry ice.

They delivered ear-splitting renditions of traditional Korean
folk songs and patriotic tunes, complete with howling electric
guitars, heavy drums and thumping basslines. The Chinese trib-
ute to the ruling organization, “Without The Communist Party,
There Would Be No New China” was given the same treatment, in
front of a video of a waving Chinese flag.

Three middle-aged Chinese men raised their arms, crying
“Bravo!” “North Korea is so impoverished and they really need the
open up economically like China did,” said tourist Zhao Dongxia.
“But the band was pretty good. It’s the first time I’ve seen North
Koreans. They didn’t look that poor.”

Symbol of Kim’s reign 
Pyongyang strictly controls which citizens are allowed to leave

the country, and Beijing’s policy is to repatriate illegal border

crossers-returning them to an uncertain fate. The performers
spend almost all their time in the hotel, rarely venturing outside,
singer Lim Tae-Jeong told AFP, picking up a Chinese edition of
Vogue. “I can’t read Chinese but I love to look at the pictures, the
clothes are very different, very modern,” she said in halting
Chinese. “Of course I love the Moranbong band, although we are
not anywhere as good as them,” she demurred. 

South Korea’s pop culture has given Seoul a soft power push
in recent years, and singer Psy’s 2012 hit Gangnam Style became
a worldwide phenomenon. The Moranbong band have not had a
similar global impact. But inside North Korea, streets reportedly
empty during their concerts and students can sing their reper-
toire at the drop of a hat. All women, they are radically different
from previous musical offerings, with fast tempos and disco
stylings.

Pekka Korhonen, a political science professor at Finland’s
University  who runs a website dedicated to tracking the group,
attributes the traits to Kim’s years spent studying and living in
Europe. “The Moranbong band is incredibly popular, but what
does popular mean in North Korea?” he said. “The band is a sym-
bol of Kim’s new reign, and therefore will be popular until he says
otherwise.”

‘Huge crowds’ 
North Korea has been sending workers abroad for decades,

working in everything from Russian logging camps to Gulf state
construction sites and restaurants in Cambodia. According to
human rights groups, the bulk of their hard currency salary is con-
fiscated by the state, and the program has expanded since Kim
came to power in late 2011 as a way of subverting sanctions. A
2012 study by the North Korea Strategy Center and the Korea
Policy Research Center estimated that 60,000 to 65,000 North

Koreans were working in more than 40 countries, providing the
state with $150 million to $230 million a year.

Many of the border performers have attended music college,
although some shows are little more than glorified karaoke.  At
one such display in a Hunchun restaurant, three singers doubled
as the only waitresses, singing duets with diners for a fee and
awkwardly accepting proffered 100 yuan notes-an unusual sight
in a country where tipping is extremely rare.  The Ryugyong hotel
in nearby Yanji shares its name with a gargantuan 105-floor pyra-
mid-shaped Pyongyang hotel that began construction in 1987
but still stands unfinished.

Women in red and white uniforms performed a synchronized a
tap dancing routine evoking a socialist Riverdance. All the artists
express deep pride for their country, but musical prominence can
be perilous in the North. The Unhasu Orchestra, previously the
pinnacle of North Korean music, was disbanded in 2013, and
according to South Korean intelligence Kim had four members
executed by firing squad earlier this year for espionage.
Pyongyang has not commented on the issue.

Ryu Seol-Sin has been in China for nearly two years and has
started to think about her return home. The 28-year-old is a grad-
uate of Kim Won-Gyun Pyongyang University of Music, reportedly
the same alma mater as many Moranbong members. “I used to
want to work very hard and try to rise to play for huge crowds,”
she said. “But now I think I want to teach music, I think it’s a more
stable and safer way to serve my country.”—AFP

North Korean singers during a performance at a hotel in Yanji, in northeast China’s Jilin
province. — AFP photos

A South Korean man dancing as a North Korean band performs during a show for tourists at a
hotel in Yanji.

North Korean performers on stage. North Korean band members performing on stage. North Korean performers playing an accordion and violin
during a show for tourists.

Pyongyang style: North Korean girl bands rock China’s border
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Easy to prepare 

Lebanese recipes

Ingredients 
4 ounces onions, chopped
2 ounces parsley
8 -10 fresh mint leaves
1 lb ground lamb
1 ounce bread, crust removed
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 teaspoon salt

Preparation
Place the onion, parsley and mint in a food proces-
sor. Blend for 30 seconds until smooth. Add the rest
of the ingredients. Blend until thoroughly mixed
together. Divide this mixture into 24 portions.
Using wet hands gently shape into rissoles. Preheat
the grill. Place the rissoles on a preheated, lightly
oiled baking sheet. Grill for 5-6 minutes or until
browned on all sides and cooked through. Serve
hot or cold.

Lebanese Lamb  Meatballs



Ingredients 

2 -3 bunches parsley, stemmed and chopped, depending on size
1 -2 bunch fresh mint leaves, finely chopped, depending on size,
more to taste
2 bunches green onions, chopped
4 -5 ripe firm tomatoes, partially seeded and chopped
3 -5 lemons, juice of, to taste
1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil, to taste
salt & fresh ground pepper

Tabouli

Preparation
This recipe is a breeze if you have a food processor, a little more work if you don’t. If
using a processor, chop parsley and mint together, using a pulsing action, to ensure
that you don’t end up pureeing them, and remove to a bowl. Repeat with green
onions, and add it bowl. Chop tomatoes, preferably by hand, into about 1/4” dice,
and add to bowl. If you are making this for company, you might want to chop every-
thing by hand. It makes a much prettier dish than when made in the processor, but I
never bother when it is for personal consumption. Just take a little care when using

the processor. Wash bulghur thoroughly, drain, and soak in fresh hot water for about
1 hour. Drain and squeeze as dry as possible, and combine with vegetables. Drizzle
with lemon juice and olive oil. Add salt and pepper to taste, and toss thoroughly. You
can be quite generous with the pepper. Refrigerate for about an hour, taste, and
adjust salt and pepper. In addition to serving a a salad or part of a meza appetizer
assortment, it is also good as dressing on a falafel or lamb sandwich in pita bread.

Ingredients 
3 potatoes (peeled and cut into medium cubes)
2 tablespoons cooking onions, finely chopped
1 teaspoon garlic, minced
1 shake cayenne pepper (or to taste)
1/2 cup fresh cilantro, finely chopped
1/8-1?4 teaspoon ground coriander
Fresh ground black pepper, to taste
Sea salt, to taste
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 teaspoon lime juice, freshly squeezed

Preparation
Heat canola oil and fry medium size cubed potatoes until crisp.
Remove onto a paper towel lined plate. In another pan heat olive
oil and add finely chopped onion, minced garlic, cayenne,
ground coriander and finely chopped cilantro, saute then add
the potatoes sea salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste.
Mix well and add lime juice. Serve immediately with garlic sauce
such as recipe#108234 without the fresh cilantro added.Ba
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2 cups white sugar
1 cup water
1/2 lemon, juice strained
Pink food coloring, few drops (optional)
1/3 cup rose water

Preparation
Put sugar and water into a pan and stir over medium heat
until dissolved. Bring to a boil and add lemon juice. Boil with-
out stirring, for 10 minutes, skimming when necessary. Add
coloring to syrup to achieve a deep pink - it will be lighter
when diluted later. Add rose water and boil 3 minutes longer.
Remove from heat, cool, bottle and seal. To serve, put 2-3 tbs
syrup or to taste, in a glass (I use more but maybe my glasses
are big) then fill with iced water. (www.food.com)
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Technology

1. It’s free
Taking a page from Apple, which has been releasing free
updates to its Mac operating system lately, Windows 10 is free
for most users. But there’s a catch: users must upgrade within
the first year of availability. So if you’re keen on updating, do
it before the $119 price kicks in next July.

2. It’s available July 29 ... automatically, with an app 
Don’t worry about rolling out a sleeping bag next to your com-
puter: There’s no need to stay awake until 12:01 a.m. July 29 in
order to click the download button. Anyone who installs the
“Get Windows 10” app will be able to schedule a download
time from their existing computer.

3. Most (newish) computers should work with it
Any computer purchased in the last few years should work
with the new OS. According to the minimum system require-
ments, users will need an existing computer running Windows
7 or newer, 1 GB of RAM, a 1 GHz processor and 16 GB of hard
disk space. However, users still operating a computer with a
floppy drive will need to download a special driver to access
the ancient medium. (They should also get a prize for using
such a relic.) https://www.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/win-
dows-10-specifications

4. Holograms!
Sitting at a screen is so 1995. HoloLens, a virtual-reality head-
set from Microsoft, is technically a Windows 10 device. As
such, users can turn anything from their living room to a park
into a digital workspace. Though you can’t order one right
away from Amazon, it appears as though the holographic
technology built into Windows 10 will help future-proof the
OS. 

5. Office is (sorta) included for free
People with a mobile device (ie. tablet) running Windows 10
will have free access to something called “Universal Apps for
Office.” It’s designed to be a basic version of Office so users
can view and make simple edits to documents and presenta-
tions when they’re not at a traditional computer. Windows 10
desktop users will have to shell out for the traditional Office
suite. 

10 things to know about

Windows 10
With the upcoming release of Windows 10, Microsoft looks to rebound from the lukewarm reaction to Windows 8.

Here are ten things you should know about the next version of the OS.
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6. Cortana not available to everyone
The new operating system will have a virtual assistant much like
Apple’s Siri. “Cortana,” built into the search function, can create
reminders to take out the trash or search the Internet for recipes.
However, the feature is not available to everyone just yet. At launch,
Cortana will only be available to users in the United States, the United
Kingdom, China, France, Italy, Germany and Spain.

7. New web browser
Rather than use Internet Explorer to browse the web, Microsoft’s new
browser “Edge” will be the default browser shipping with Windows 10.
It’s supposed to perform faster and be more secure than IE. Otherwise,
most users will likely just download Chrome. 

8. Goodbye Metro screen
Remember how Microsoft replaced the traditional desktop and Start
button with a flat, tile-like Metro display? That’s mostly gone in
Windows 10. Sure, there is a way to re-enable that user interface (if you
really want to), but the look and feel of the whole operating system is
back to the Windows most people remember. 

9. The Start menu is back
Banished for that clean, tablet-like tile look in Windows 8, Microsoft is
bringing back the Start button and its associated menus for this ver-
sion. Users will still be able to add smaller, resizable tiles to their own
Start menu. These tiles can be used to quickly launch apps or glance at
incoming notifications, like emails and weather updates. 

10. The last Windows?
It’s quite unlikely that we’ll ever hear about Windows 11 as the compa-
ny shifts its strategy with the operating system. However, don’t expect
this to be death of an operating system you’ve used since before the
Internet. Rather than wait a year or two for each new version, users
may instead receive regular updates via a subscription model. As
Forbes points out, it’ll be like “Windows Update on steroids.”

—www. ctv.com
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Discovering 

Gurgaon 
- The ‘new’ New Delhi

Discovering 

Gurgaon
- The ‘new’ New Delhi



Passing time in Gurgaon
Some Delhi residents like to be snobbish about
Gurgaon, and you’ll often hear the words ‘con-
crete jungle’ in connection with the city, but this
dynamic satellite actually has some lovely open
spaces. Leisure Valley Park in Sector 29 serves up
25 acres of greenery in the middle of Gurgaon.
It’s a great place for nature lovers to escape the
city rush for some moments of peace and qui-
etude, a green haven by day and a venue for
musical concerts by night. Even on days with no
events, a musical fountain stirs up life in the
evenings, adding drama to a stroll in the park.

More boisterous nightlife (and day-life) is on
offer at Kingdom of Dreams. Topping the bill are
the musical spectaculars Zangoora and
Jhumroo, bringing a touch of Vegas glamour to
the southern suburbs. Even if you don’t watch a
Bollywood-style show, you can easily spend a
day shopping for local handicrafts and trying
out dishes from across India at its indoor food
street, Culture Gully.

Food lover’s playground
Without a doubt the biggest attraction in
Gurgaon is its food scene, drawing people from
all over Delhi with its sheer variety. Cyber Hub
next to all the major corporate offices in Cyber
City, is a one-stop banquet, serving everything
from tikkas to tapas. Along the row of restau-
rants, check out SodaBottleOpenerWalla, a
quirkily designed eatery serving Parsi food. The
pedestrian arcade is handy if you just want to
walk around away from the traffic and sip a cof-
fee outdoors.

Another top foodie stop in Gurgaon is
Amaranta,  the coastal Indian cuisine restaurant

at the Oberoi Gurgaon, serving fab seafood.
Kebab enthusiasts congregate at The Great
Kabab Factory for endless rounds of kebabs for a
fixed price, or grab tasty takeaways from
Qureshi’s Kabab Corner in DLF Phase 1 market.
Crossing the globe, head to Izu in the South
Point Mall for modern Japanese, or Fat Lulu’s for
pizza; it has come a long way since starting up as
a pop-up joint in the Galleria Market. If you are
planning to visit Kingdom or Dreams or Leisure
Valley Park, drop into Sector 29 market, which
has a good selection of mid-priced restaurants
where you can grab a bite.

Gurgaon retail therapy
The great thing about Gurgaon is that there are
still some open-air shopping spaces amongst
some of Delhi NCR’s biggest indoor malls.
Galleria Market in DLF Phase 4 has everything
from international brands to Indian specialty
stores such as Kama Ayurveda, and a lovely out-
doors space where you can sit by the fountain
and enjoy the sun. There are plenty of restau-
rants and cafes alongside the boutiques.

Ambience Mall at Ambiance Island on
National Highway 8 is definitely king of the
indoor malls, with one kilometer of high-street
brand shopping and entertainment zones
including a kid’s playing area, a food court, a
beer garden and a concert space. At Ambi mall,
as it is called by the locals, you can find a range
of mid-priced Indian designers offering quality
ethnic Indian wear. Cross Point Mall in DLF
Phase 4 and South Point Mall on Golf Course
Road are two of the smaller malls that are worth
visiting, though perhaps more for the food than
the shopping.

It’s got every cuisine you can think of. It’s got a thriving cultural scene. It’s got places to soak in the sun (or
hide from it!), and lots and lots of shops. In recent years, the satellite city of Gurgaon, 30km south of New
Delhi, has become so self-sufficient that it is becoming a travel destination in its own right. With direct con-
nections to the capital via the Delhi Metro, and a growing reputation as the capital of all things cool,
Gurgaon is where Delhi’s aspirations for the future are made real. Indeed, you may find that you never need
to travel out to ‘old’ New Delhi. Here’s our guide to spending time in Delhi’s newest hangout.

T r a v e l
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Staying in Gurgaon
With chain hotels all across the city, finding a
place to stay within your budget is not going to
be a problem. Anya is a new boutique hotel that
will definitely appeal to the artistically inclined,
with a big collection of art and sculptures on dis-
play. Westin Sohna is a little away from the city
on the Sohna-Gurgaon road, is a sleek and indul-
gent retreat if you are travelling with family.

For something more offbeat, Tikli Bottom is
an eccentric boutique hotel with uniquely per-
sonalized service, set in a Lutyens-era bungalow
off the Delhi-Jaipur highway. Or, for internation-
al convenience, there’s always Delhi Aero City,
with everything from a pricey JW Marriott to a
reasonably-priced Lemon Tree, just 20 minutes
by road from Gurgaon.

Escaping Gurgaon
If you have a day or weekend free and want a

greener, quieter getaway, then Sultanpur Bird
Sanctuary (open daily 9:am to 4:30pm) is a good
option. The best time to visit the sanctuary is in
the winter when it attracts lots of migratory
birds such as the Siberian crane and greater
flamingo. In the summer, you are likely to spot

plenty of Indian residents, including the little
cormorant, painted stork and white ibis. It’s 15
km from Gurgaon centre on the Gurgaon-
Farukh Nagar road.

For a more historical and cultural break,
Neemrana Fort, 92 km from Gurgaon on the

Delhi-Jaipur highway, is a lavish, nostalgic fort-
hotel where you can spend a few tranquil days
pretending you are a maharaja and enjoying tra-
ditional Indian hospitality. It was founded in
1464, but today you can soar over the battle-
ments on a Flying Fox cableway.

Getting here from Delhi
The Delhi international airport is only half

hour from Gurgaon and cabs are easily available
at the airport. The Yellow Line of Delhi Metro
takes you directly from Rajeev Chowk, the cen-
tre of Delhi, to HUDA City Centre, the centre of
Gurgaon. This line also serves Sikandarpur metro
station, where you can change and connect to
the Gurgaon Rapid Metro that takes you to
Cyber Hub and other areas inside Gurgaon. 

— (www.lonelyplanet.com) 
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ACROSS
1. The federal agency that insures residential mortgages.
4. Pertaining to or characteristic of a choragus.
12. Light informal conversation for social occasions.
15. The basic unit of money in Albania.
16. (Old Testament) An ancient city near the Dead Sea that (along with Sodom) was
destroyed by God for the vice and depravity of its inhabitants.
17. A constellation in the southern hemisphere near Telescopium and Norma.
18. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
19. God of war.
20. A member of a Turkic people of Chinese Turkestan and neighboring areas (for-
merly of Mongolia and eastern Turkestan).
21. A small cake leavened with yeast.
23. An act that makes a previous act of no effect (as if not done).
25. A resource.
26. Type genus of the Anatidae.
28. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short wedge-shaped white tail.
30. A state in the Rocky Mountains.
32. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of the Old World.
34. An employee who mixes and serves alcoholic drinks at a bar.
39. A strip of land projecting into a body of water.
41. A hospital unit staffed and equipped to provide intensive care.
43. (`cease' is a noun only in the phrase `without cease') End v 1.
44. Valuable fiber plant of East Indies now widespread in cultivation.
48. In favor of (an action or proposal etc.).
49. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali metal group.
51. A number that is added to another number (the augend).
52. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.
54. Deeply moved.
56. Any of several small ungulate mammals of Africa and Asia with rodent-like inci-
sors and feet with hooflike toes.
57. A trivalent metallic element of the rare earth group.
58. Only the silky anteater.
62. Not made with leavening.
63. The Mongol people living the the central and eastern parts of Outer Mongolia.
67. A silvery malleable metallic element that resists corrosion.
69. A certificate whose value is recognized by the payer and payee.
71. A notable achievement.
72. Austrian composer who influenced the classical form of the symphony (1732-
1809).
75. The fifth day of the week.
76. Alternatively, a member of the family Nymphaeaceae.
78. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
79. A lace used for fastening shoes.
82. An adult male person (as opposed to a woman).
83. East Indian tree bearing a profusion of intense vermilion velvet-textured blooms
and yielding a yellow dye.
84. A person who eats human flesh.
85. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

C R O S S W O R D 9 7 0
DOWN

1. Loose or flaccid body fat.
2. Goddess of the dead and queen of the underworld.
3. Jordan's port.
4. System of measurement based on centimeters and grams and seconds.
5. Japanese painter whose work influenced the impressionists (1760-1849).
6. A strategically located monarchy on the southern and eastern coasts of the
Arabian Peninsula.
7. A musical form that is often the last movement of a sonata.
8. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in favor of a person or cause).
9. A small hard particle.
10. A state in midwestern United States.
11. The dull explosive noise made by an engine.
12. Mentally or physically infirm with age.
13. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
14. A lyric poet.
22. Squash bugs.
24. A long projecting or anterior elongation of an animal's head.
27. A soft white precious univalent metallic element having the highest electrical and
thermal conductivity of any metal.
29. (Greek mythology) One of the mountain nymphs.
31. In a sincere and heartfelt manner.
33. One millionth of a gram.
35. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
36. Mated sexually.
37. (Hindu) A manner of sitting (as in the practice of Yoga).
38. In such a manner as could not be otherwise.
40. Cuddling and kissing.
42. The syllable naming the fourth (subdominant) note of the diatonic scale in
solmization.
45. God of earth's fertility and peace and prosperity.
46. An athlete who bounds or leaps (as in basketball).
47. Informal or slang terms for mentally irregular.
50. 100 groschen equal 1 schilling.
53. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfections of the skin.
55. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
59. A white metallic element that burns with a brilliant light.
60. United States prizefighter who lost his world heavyweight championship to
Cassius Clay in 1964 (1932-1970).
61. Panel forming the lower part of an interior wall when it is finished differently from
the rest.
64. A subsidiary proposition that is assumed to be true in order to prove another
proposition.
65. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
66. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
68. Kamarupan languages spoken in northeastern India and western Burma.
70. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central America.
73. Noisy talk.
74. A committee in the executive branch of government that advises the president
on foreign and military and national security.
77. A logarithmic unit of sound intensity equal to 10 decibels.
80. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celestial point measured westward along
the celestial equator from the zenith crossing.
81. Being one more than fifty.
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00:15 Eastenders
00:45 Being Eileen
01:15 Call The Midwife
02:10 Blackout
03:05 Spooks
04:00 The World Of Stonehenge
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Charlie And Lola
05:35 Show Me Show Me
05:55 Nina And The Neurons: In The
Lab
06:10 The Green Balloon Club
06:35 Charlie And Lola
06:50 Show Me Show Me
07:10 The Weakest Link
07:55 Last Of The Summer Wine
08:30 Doctors
09:00 Eastenders
09:30 Call The Midwife
10:25 The World Of Stonehenge
11:20 The Weakest Link
12:05 Last Of The Summer Wine
13:05 Call The Midwife
14:00 The World Of Stonehenge
14:55 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:25 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:55 Doctors
16:25 Eastenders
16:55 The Weakest Link
17:40 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:10 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:40 Doctors
19:10 Casualty
20:00 Orphan Black
20:45 Orphan Black
21:30 Live At The Apollo
22:15 Extras
22:45 Being Eileen
23:15 The Weakest Link

LEFT BEHIND ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

00:45 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
01:30 DIY SOS: The Big Build
02:25 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
03:10 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
04:30 MasterChef
05:20 MasterChef
06:15 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
07:00 Bargain Hunt
07:45 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
09:05 MasterChef
09:55 DIY SOS: The Big Build
10:50 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
11:35 Come Dine With Me
12:00 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
12:30 Bargain Hunt
13:15 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
14:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
15:20 MasterChef
16:10 Come Dine With Me
16:35 DIY SOS: The Big Build
17:30 Bargain Hunt
18:15 DIY SOS: The Big Build
19:10 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure
19:55 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
21:15 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
21:40 MasterChef
22:30 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
23:50 MasterChef

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Big Giant Swords
02:00 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
02:50 American Muscle
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Game Of Pawns
05:00 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Siberian Cut
06:50 Bike Battles
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 Game Of Pawns
09:45 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?

10:35 Big Giant Swords
11:25 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
12:15 American Muscle
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Game Of Pawns
14:20 Siberian Cut
15:10 Bike Battles
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 Fast N’ Loud
19:20 Extreme Car Hoarders
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 Game Of Pawns
21:00 Fast N’ Loud
21:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
22:40 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
23:30 Street Outlaws

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Pixel Perfect
18:40 Liv And Maddie

19:05 Liv And Maddie
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons
02:20 E! News
03:15 Giuliana & Bill
04:10 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 Eric And Jessie: Game On
14:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Giuliana & Bill
21:00 Fashion Bloggers
21:30 Fashion Bloggers
22:00 E! News
23:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
02:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Andy Bates American Street
Feasts
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped

13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandma’s Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Heat Seekers
21:00 Siba’s Table: Fast Feasts
22:00 Chopped South Africa
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Paddock To Plate
04:20 Come Date With Me Australia
05:15 Tom Daley Goes Global
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Paddock To Plate
08:25 Come Date With Me Australia
09:20 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendan’s Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Tom Daley Goes Global
13:25 Emmerdale
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
17:25 Come Date With Me Australia
18:20 Tom Daley Goes Global
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
21:25 Come Date With Me Australia
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale

05:30 Crowd Control
06:00 Going Deep With David Rees
07:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
08:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
09:00 Pirate Patrol
10:00 Hard Time
11:00 The Known Universe
12:00 Dead End Express
13:00 Live Free Or Die
14:00 Banged Up Abroad
15:00 Naked Science
16:00 Bid & Destroy
17:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
18:00 80s: The Decade That Made
Us
19:00 Naked Science
20:00 Bid & Destroy
21:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
22:00 80s: The Decade That Made Us

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Big Time In Hollywood, Fl
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 Cougar Town
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:30 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 My Name Is Earl
14:00 Cougar Town
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Community
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Two And A Half Men
19:30 Fresh Off The Boat
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

01:00 The Flash
02:00 Justified
03:00 Defiance
04:00 The Fosters
05:00 Criminal Minds
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 The Fosters
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
20:00 Drop Dead Diva
21:00 Sleepy Hollow
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 Defiance

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Grey’s Anatomy
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Grey’s Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Grey’s Anatomy
23:00 The Voice

00:00 Lone Survivor
02:15 Wolves
04:00 Left Behind
06:00 Double Take
08:00 Desperate Measures
10:00 The Numbers Station
12:00 Double Take
14:00 Marvel’s Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow
16:00 Desperate Measures
18:00 The Last Castle
20:15 The Numbers Station
22:00 Born To Race: Fast Track00:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest

01:00 Pirate Patrol
02:00 Hard Time
03:00 Close Quarter Battle
04:00 Blowdown
05:00 Crowd Control

00:15 Wolves-PG15
02:00 Left Behind-PG15
04:00 Double Take-PG15
06:00 Desperate Measures-18
08:00 The Numbers Station-PG15
10:00 Double Take-PG15
12:00 Marvel’s Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow-PG
14:00 Desperate Measures-18
16:00 The Last Castle-PG15
18:15 The Numbers Station-PG15
20:00 Born To Race: Fast Track-
PG15
22:00 The Power Of Few-PG15

00:00 Inappropriate Comedy
02:00 Cuban Fury
04:00 Drinking Buddies
06:00 Until She Came Along
08:00 So Undercover
10:00 Liar, Liar
12:00 Until She Came Along
14:00 The Hot Flashes
16:00 So Undercover
18:00 Foodfight!
20:00 Mental
22:00 The Hangover 3

01:00 Night Train To Lisbon-18
03:00 Inescapable-PG15
05:00 Stash House-PG15
06:45 The Fifth Estate-PG15
09:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
11:00 Inescapable-PG15
13:00 Mr. Pip-PG15
15:00 Dawn Rider-PG15
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THE LAST CASTLE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

17:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
19:00 The Railway Man-PG15
21:00 The English Teacher-PG15
23:00 Dallas Buyers Club-18

01:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Semi Final 1
07:00 Live  BAN v SA, 1st Test, Day
4
15:00 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: Semi Final 1
16:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Middlesex v Surrey
17:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 29

00:00 Ultimate Wheels
01:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
02:00 Counting Cars
02:30 Counting Cars
03:00 Ultimate Wheels
04:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
12:30 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
17:00 Counting Cars
17:30 Counting Cars
18:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars
22:00 Barry’d Treasure
22:30 Barry’d Treasure
23:00 Storage Wars Texas
23:30 Pawn Stars

00:45 Oprah Presents: Master Class

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband

05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
10:45 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Adventure Time
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:36 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama: All Stars
00:20 Total Drama: All Stars
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show
02:35 Johnny Test

01:00 Beautiful Creatures
03:00 Swing Kids
05:00 The Motel Life
07:00 August: Osage County
09:00 Jack And The Cuckoo Clock
Heart
10:45 The Insider
13:30 The Sapphires
15:30 One Chance
17:15 Jack And The Cuckoo Clock
Heart
19:00 The Prestige
21:30 The Departed

01:15 Sabotage-PG15
03:15 Robot & Frank-PG15
04:45 The Expendables 3-PG15
07:00 The 7:39-PG15
09:00 Admission-PG15
11:00 Mr. Peabody & Sherman-FAM
12:45 Won’t Back Down-PG15
15:00 The Love Punch-PG15
17:00 Admission-PG15
19:00 Begin Again-PG15
21:00 Boyhood-PG15

01:00 The Little Rascals Save The
Day
02:45 The Nut Job
04:30 Knight Rusty
06:00 Khumba
08:00 Cinderella
10:00 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail
11:45 Hatching
13:15 The Nut Job
14:45 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks &
The Three Bears
16:15 From Up On Poppy Hill
18:00 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail
20:00 Return To Nim’s Island
22:00 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks &
The Three Bears
23:30 From Up On Poppy Hill

00:00 Dom Hemingway-18
02:00 Labor Day-PG15
04:00 Cloverfield-PG15
06:00 American Warships-PG15
07:45 Good Deeds-PG15
09:45 Epic-PG
11:30 Labor Day-PG15
13:30 The Grandmaster-PG15
15:45 Good Deeds-PG15
17:45 Million Dollar Arm-PG15
20:00 The Single Moms Club-PG15
22:00 Walk Of Shame-PG15
23:45 Filth-R

01:00 ITU World Triathlon Highlights
02:00 Darts World Match Match Play
06:00 Asian Tour Highlights
07:00 Golfing World
08:00 World Rugby
09:00 ICC Cricket 360
12:00 Live PGA European Tour
15:30 European Tour Weekly
16:00 Live PGA European Tour
21:30 Inside The PGA Tour
22:00 Live PGA Tour 

01:30 PGA European Tour
07:00 Super League
09:00 Golfing World
12:00 NRL Full Time 
12:30 Live NRL Premiership 
17:00 Golfing World
19:00 WWE Bottomline
20:00 WWE Superstars
21:00 WWE Main Event
22:00 Live Super League

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:30 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
13:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Minnie’s Bow Toons
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears

17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack
Disney XD
06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Lab Rats
09:30 Zeke & Luther
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 The 7D
13:00 Eddie’s Million Dollar Cook
Off
14:25 Phineas And Ferb
14:50 U.F.O.
14:55 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web
Warriors

01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 My Weight Is Killing Me
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
03:40 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:05 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss
06:50 Cake Boss
09:20 Cake Boss
09:45 Toddlers & Tiaras
10:35 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:25 Say Yes To The Dress 
12:40 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
13:05 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
13:30 Oprah Prime
14:20 Oprah Presents: Master Class
15:10 Little People, Big World
17:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
17:40 Something Borrowed,
Something New
18:05 Bride By Design
18:30 Bride By Design
18:55 Cake Boss
19:20 Little People, Big World: Big
Changes
20:10 Sister Wives
21:00 Little People Big World:
Holiday Surprise
21:50 Sister Wives
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 90 Days To Wed
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

Expressing yourself honestly grows more complicated when you’re
concerned about protecting someone else’s feelings. You’re burst-
ing at the seams today; your creativity is like a fireworks display that
commands attention. You’ve been waiting for this moment and you
want to put on a show that everyone will remember. Although
you’re running on sheer adrenaline and pure inspiration, you may
still experience a bit of stage fright. Thankfully, your courage will out-
weigh any last-minute doubts. Take a few deep breaths and shine
like the star you are. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Taking a sentimental journey with a loved one requires careful plan-
ning as you balance your personal desires with professional obliga-
tions. Nevertheless, you’re longing to connect with a family member
or someone from your past. The current planetary emphasis on your
4th House of Roots makes this a perfect time to share childhood
memories, revisit old haunts and luxuriate in nostalgia. Just remem-
ber to return to the present before someone thinks you’ve run out
on your responsibilities. Reminiscing is a lovely diversion today as
long as you’re not avoiding your work. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Although you might be known for your gift of gab, you can take it to
a whole new level now when loquacious Mercury bumps into the
Sun in your 3rd House of Information. You could strike up a conver-
sation with nearly anyone today, but your enthusiasm may be over-
whelming to your audience. Stop talking long enough to let others
respond and share their stories as well. Your positivity is contagious
and there is much to gain from a mutual exchange of ideas.
Communication is a two-way street. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You could surprise yourself with your strong reaction if someone
catches you off guard and challenges your beliefs. When push
comes to shove, you resolute Crabs can put up as good a fight as
anyone else. You’re especially tenacious if you feel emotionally
threatened in any way now. If someone so much as looks cross-
eyed at a loved one today, you might overreact and put on quite a
show of loyalty. Standing up for your convictions is honorable as
long as you don’t overplay your hand.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your star is on the rise now and you can’t help but draw a captive
audience wherever you go. It seems like everyone is hanging on
every word you speak today, making you feel as if your entire life is a
stage on which you must perform. Nevertheless, you’re not ready to
reveal all your talents just yet. Although you might still be holding a
few tricks up your sleeve, you’re on the precipice of setting the world
on fire with your charisma and charm. All you need is a leap of faith
to make the magic happen. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You are reluctantly dragged into the spotlight today, but you
can dazzle everyone with your mental agility nonetheless. You
know your message is important, but you’re not sure that you’re
prepared to divulge all your secrets to the rest of the world.
Nevertheless, you have plenty to say and you can even tem-
porarily lose yourself in the excitement of the moment if you feel
in your element. There are no rules to follow as to when you
should speak your truth, so trust your intuition to tell you when
the time is right. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Sharing your long-term aspirations with your colleagues is key to
your future success now that messenger Mercury aligns with the bril-
liant Sun in your 11th House of Dreams and Wishes. Luckily, you have
all the cosmic support you need when communicating with your
peers today. Be prepared to deliver your clever elevator pitch at a
moment’s notice. This is an auspicious time to go the extra mile while
socially networking because you never know who you might connect
with next. Turn on your legendary charm and watch what happens. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

It’s easy for you to consciously compartmentalize your life and set
your personal feelings aside while you engage in activities that fur-
ther your career goals. You’re motivated to express your perspective
today, even if no one is listening at first. Whether you sit down with
your boss for a brainstorming session or write up your plan to save
the world, it’s critical to get your ideas out in the open. Fortunately,
your flair for the dramatic can create quite a buzz now, so don’t miss
this opportunity to be heard. The art of persuasion is your key to get-
ting your message across. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You are inspired to climb up onto your soapbox and rhapsodize on
the virtues of liberty and justice today. You could slip right into playing
the role of a modern-day Socrates because of your natural philosophi-
cal orientation. It’s perfectly fine to share your lofty ideas as long as
you don’t believe you’re the only one who has the exclusivity on the
truth. Don’t suck all the oxygen out of the room. Give everyone the
breathing room to respond with their opinions, too. Never forget that
you can learn something valuable from every person you encounter. 

Although it might not seem like your cup of tea, you’re eager to talk
about intense relationship issues today. Even if sharing your feelings
doesn’t come naturally, you can open up now without pursuing an
agenda. Of course, you don’t always have to be busy vying for posi-
tion at work or trying to move up in the status game. Nevertheless,
you are still goal oriented in your thinking as the cerebral Mercury-
Sun conjunction activates your 8th House of Deep Sharing. Love
doesn’t require perfection; don’t let your fear of failure stand in your
way when it comes to expressing your heart. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Although you’re comfortable discussing your creative ideas at work
today, you might be totally tongue-tied when sharing what’s in your
heart. Your inability to reveal your feelings is unusual; nevertheless,
your current eloquence may be limited to job-related issues.
However, your emotions could fester, leading you to lose your tem-
per later on. If your verbal communication is stymied, write about
your unexpressed passions in a journal or in a letter you never send.
The simple act of declaring your truth relieves the internal pressure
and allows you to move on.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Waiting politely for your turn to speak isn’t likely to work today. In
fact, your friend or partner may be talking a mile a minute while the
brilliant Sun cozies up to chatty Mercury in your 7th House of
Companions. You can’t get a word in edgewise because others are
hogging the limelight and won’t even stop to catch their breath. You
might have to dramatically interrupt someone’s babbling stream of
consciousness if you want to express your opinion on the subject at
hand. Thankfully, your emotional eruption shifts the energy in your

direction so your words will be taken seriously, too. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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SANTA CRUZ: The Galapagos Islands, celebrat-
ed for their breathtaking biodiversity, could face
a major threat from “El Nino,” the weather sys-
tem known to wreak havoc every few years. The
archipelago sustains a vast variety of plant and
animal life, and has been recognized as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. But the fragile
Galapagos ecosystem may prove no match for
the strong winds, heavy rains and warmer than
usual ocean currents that accompany El Nino.
The dangers posed by those climatic changes
are particularly acute for marine iguanas-rep-
tiles found only on the Galapagos-which live on
land but get their food from the ocean. “Marine
iguanas feed only on algae,” Eduardo Espinoza,
46, director of marine research at Galapagos
National Park, explained to AFP. “During times
of El Nino, these algae may be scarce and many
begin to die,” Espinoza said.

“El Nino” refers to the abnormal warming of
surface waters in the tropical sections of the
Pacific Ocean every three to five years.
Climatologists began observing the most
recent El Nino several months ago, and fear that
because of global warming, the phenomenon
will hit the Galapagos with increasing frequency
and greater destructive potential in coming
years. Charles Darwin made the Galapagos
famous a century-and-a-half ago with research
here that led him to devise his theory of evolu-
tion. Since then, some of the wildlife he studied
on the Galapagos already has been wiped out
because of man’s encroachment, and other
species have been put at risk by climate
change.

Sharks, birds, iguanas
The Galapagos, one of the world’s great

protected nature reserves and one of its most

sensitive, hosts more endemic species than
anywhere else on Earth from the giant land tor-
toises that give it its name, to sharks, birds and
the marine iguanas. Espinoza is closely moni-
toring the impact of the current El Nino on
endangered species in the archipelago-espe-
cially on marine iguanas, which are particularly
sensitive to environmental change in the
nature reserve out in the Pacific, some 1,000
kilometers (620 miles) from the Ecuadoran
coast. It’s not the first time that wildlife in the
Galapagos was ravaged by El Nino. In 1997 and
1998, El Nino struck with devastating effect in

the Galapagos.  It wiped out corals, colonies of
penguins, sea lions, nests of the flightless
marine birds called cormorants-as well as
marine iguanas. Of the iguanas that survived,
many experienced severe weight loss, Judith
Denkinger, a biologist at the Institute of Ocean
Sciences at the University of San Francisco in
Quito said. It took several years, but the iguana
population eventually recovered. Their num-
bers by 2001 were back up to around 700,000.
The results of a census taken in 2014 will pro-
vide updated population figures any day now,
scientists here say. — AFP 

Mounting threat to

Galapagos from ‘El Nino’

BALTRA: Luggage is screened at the airport in Baltra, one of the 13 islands that
make up the Galapagos archipelago in the Pacific Ocean, roughly 1,000 km  off
Ecuador. Environmental laws protect the Galapagos from tourists that want to
take sand, rocks and shells as souvenirs of their visit to the archipelago that
inspired Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution.—AFP 

French doctors to

decide whether to

allow man to die

REIMS: French doctors will decide whether to allow a severely brain-
damaged man to die in the latest turn of a bitter legal battle over his fate
which ended up at Europe’s top rights court. The fate of Vincent Lambert,
38, who was left a quadriplegic with severe brain damage after a 2008
road accident, has torn apart his family, done a marathon tour through
the courts and ignited the euthanasia debate in France. The case has pit-
ted Lambert’s parents against his wife and six siblings who insist the for-
mer psychiatric nurse would never have wanted to be kept alive artificial-
ly. The Strasbourg-based European Court of Human Rights in June ruled
Lambert should be allowed to die, in a blow to his parents and two other
siblings who had launched a desperate attempt to stop doctors from cut-
ting the intravenous food and water keeping him alive. Doctors have
decided to carry out a new consultation process after the rights court’s
decision, this time including his parents. Lambert’s medical team had in
January 2014 taken the initial decision to stop keeping him alive in line
with a passive euthanasia law in France.

But this decision was taken without consulting his deeply devout
Catholic parents, who then won a court application to stop the plan, call-
ing it “akin to torture”. In an appeal, the French supreme administrative
court, known as the State Council, ordered three doctors to draw up a
report on Lambert’s condition and in June 2014 ruled that withdrawing
care from a person with no hope of recovery was lawful. Lambert’s par-
ents then took the case to Europe’s rights court which ruled the State
Council decision was “the object of a thorough investigation where all
points of view were expressed and all aspects weighed long and hard”.

Little doubt about decision
Medical experts have said Lambert is in an irreversible vegetative

state. But his mother Viviane believes her son is showing signs of
progress, including lifting his leg and swallowing, and just needs better
care. His parents want him moved to a new medical facility. Lambert’s
nephew Francois, who is among those in favor of allowing him to die said
there was “not really any doubt about the decision to stop treatment and
finally let Vincent go.” However the legal marathon will not end there if
doctors do decide to end treatment, as his determined parents plan to
take the decision back to court. A legal source close to the case said they
have little hope of victory in the lower court considering the previous rul-
ings of the State Council and European rights court. In practice, once all
legal avenues are exhausted, the palliative care unit where Lambert is
being held will stop artificial nutrition and hydration and sedate Lambert
to avoid discomfort and suffering.— AFP 
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Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000
Amiri Hospital                                                   22450005
Maternity Hospital                                         24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700
Chest Hospital                                                   24849400
Farwaniya Hospital                                        24892010
Adan Hospital                                                    23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital                                             24840300
Al-Razi Hospital                                                24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                                24874330/9

Kaizen center                                                     25716707
Rawda                                                                    22517733
Adaliya                                                                  22517144
Khaldiya                                                               24848075
Kaifan                                                                    24849807
Shamiya                                                                24848913
Shuwaikh                                                             24814507
Abdullah Salem                                                22549134
Nuzha                                                                    22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh                                      24814764
Qadsiya                                                                 22515088
Dasmah                                                                 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar                                                       22531908
Shaab                                                                     22518752
Qibla                                                                       22459381

THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY
FOR CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry about 
the Civil ID card is

1889988

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:32
Shorook 05:03
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:30
Maghrib: 18:46
Isha: 20:15

CHANGE OF NAME

Mohammad Rafi (old
name) holder of Indian
Passport No: M6713974,
R/o No: 2: Mamandur, Via
Renigunta (Mandalam),
Chittoor Dist. A.P. (Andhra
Pradesh) changed my name
to Sayed Mohammad Rafi. 
(C 5011)
22-7-2015

Looking for job as driver, 11
years experience in Kuwait,
knowing all areas. Please con-
tact: 55748362. 

SITUATION WANTED

ACCOMMODATION

Partition room available for
immediate occupancy for sin-
gle or couple Filipino in
Sharhabel street, Hawally.
Please contact 51080902.

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Thursday 23/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
KAC 564 Amman 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JAD 301 Amman 00:45
JZR 239 Amman 00:50
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 403 Sohag 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
MEA 408 Beirut 02:50
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
CEB 7694 Manila 03:10
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5584 ADB 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 288 Dhaka 06:55
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
OMA 641 Muscat 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 334 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
NIA 261 Alexandria 09:10
IRA 675 Mashhad 09:35
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
IZG 4171 Shiraz 10:30
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
AXB 889       Mangalore/Bahrain 11:15
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
JZR 359 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
LMU 510 Cairo 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
NIA 263 Luxor 16:30
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35

KAC 792 Madinah 16:50
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
KAC 546 Alexandria 17:15
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 19:55
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
SVA 506 Jeddah 20:35
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 975 Chennai 22:25
BBC 044     Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
JAI 526     Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
RBG 555 Alexandria 23:25
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
KLM 413  Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40

Departure Flights on Thursday 24/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
UAL 981 IAD 00:25
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
LZB 7780 Burgas 00:35
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
JAD 302 Amman 01:30
DLH 635 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
MSC 404 Sohag 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
MEA 409 Beirut 03:50
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
CEB 7695 Manila 04:40
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
JZR 358 Mashhad 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
OMA 642 Muscat 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 117 New York 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00

JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
NIA 262 Luxor 10:10
KAC 545 Alexandria 10:10
IRA 674 Lar 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 11:15
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IZG 4172 Shiraz 11:30
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 791 Madinah 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
KAC 103 London 12:10
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:15
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 14:20
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 373 Dubai 15:20
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
LMU 511 Cairo 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
NIA 264 Alexandria 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
DLH 636 Dammam 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
KAC 283 Dhaka 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
SVA 507 Jeddah 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
THY 5581 Bursa 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
KAC 203 Lahore 23:10
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
FDB 060 Dubai 23:35
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50

No: 16588



Business
FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2015

Iran eyes $185bn
oil, gas projects 
after sanctions

Page 38

ATHENS: An elderly man reads the lottery’s winning numbers outside a lottery station in Athens, yesterday. Greece’s radical left-led government emerged bloodied but
alive early yesterday from a key vote in parliament, which overwhelmingly approved new creditor-demanded reforms despite a revolt among hardliners in the main
coalition partner. —AP

Asian LNG spot prices set to drop further Page 41

ATHENS: Greece’s parliament yesterday
approved a second batch of reforms needed to
help unlock a huge international bailout for the
stricken economy.

The bill passed by a resounding 230 votes
out of the 298 members of parliament present,
after a marathon debate stretching into the
early hours that nonetheless exposed deep
divisions in the governing Syriza party.  The
legislation covers changes to the civil justice
system, a bank deposit protection scheme and
measures to shore up the liquidity of Greece’s
banks-reforms that had to pass if Athens was
to move forward in bailout negotiations with
its creditors.

While the new law will come as a relief to
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras-who is negotiat-
ing a new bailout worth up to 86 billion euros
($93 billion) over three years-it saw him suffer a
major rebellion amongst MPs in his leftist
Syriza party for the second time in a week.
Yesterday’s vote was seen as a key test of
Tsipras’ authority after he was forced to reshuf-
fle his cabinet following a mutiny by nearly a
fifth of his MPs in a separate vote on the first
tranche of tough economic reforms demanded
by Athens’ creditors.

While the prime minister trimmed the rebel-
lion from 39 ‘no’ votes and abstentions last
week to 36 yesterday, in both cases he was

forced to rely on opposition parties to get the
legislation passed.

‘Pain doesn’t stop here’ 
Government spokeswoman Olga

Gerovassili admitted the government was fac-
ing a “political problem” and said “planned
procedures” would be implemented to
address it. 

“The divide in the parliamentary majority is
clear,” she told reporters after the vote.
European shares rose at the start of trading
yesterday on the news, with London’s FTSE
adding 0.65 percent, and Frankfurt’s DAX 30
and Paris’s  CAC 40 advancing 0.79 percent.

While Tsipras is riding high in the opinion
polls personally, analysts believe the deep divi-
sions within Syriza are likely to force the gov-
ernment to call early elections after being vot-
ed into power at the beginning of the year.
The tough reform package sparked five hours
of fiery debate on Wednesday night, with
weary lawmakers clashing on everything from
Marxism to submarines as dawn neared, and
the speaker of parliament comparing the
bailout deal to “a coup”.

In a passionate speech to the chamber,
Tsipras insisted the deal was the result of a “dif-
ficult compromise” with Greece’s paymasters-
the European Union, European Central Bank

and International Monetary Fund-necessary to
prevent Greece from tumbling out of the euro-
zone.  The youthful premier, who blazed to
power in January promising to end austerity,
warned that Greece had to adapt to “the new
realities” of the bailout agreement.

“The painful path does not stop here, unfor-
tunately,” he said.  “We have been forced to
make a difficult compromise under urgent
conditions. We were at the limits of our econo-
my and our banking system, and at the limits
of Europe-where conservative forces, obsessed
with austerity, dominate,” he added.

Some 6,000 anti-austerity demonstrators
had protested near parliament ahead of
Wednesday night’s debate, lobbing a handful
of petrol bombs in the direction of the police,
who had thrown up a ring of steel around the
building after riots during last week’s vote on
austerity measures.  Katerina and George
Sergidou Kokkinavis, two Syriza members in
their thirties taking part in the protest, said
they had come because “the government is no
longer listening to the people”.

‘We will not be cowards’ 
Ahead of the vote, Vassiliki Georgiadis, a

political science professor at Athens’ Panteion
University, said it would be “difficult” for
Tsipras’s Syriza-led coalition to remain in pow-

er if he is forced to rely on opposition MPs to
get laws passed.

She said the split within Syriza was between
hard-left MPs-”some of whom have spoken of
a Greek exit from the eurozone as the only
solution”-and those more sympathetic to
Tsipras’s arguments.  Tsipras was forced to
reshuffle his cabinet last week, having sacked
three ministers for voting against the first
bailout bill.

Government spokeswoman Gerovassili pre-
viously said the administration had “no inten-
tion” of calling early polls, and Tsipras told par-
liament on Thursday that he would keep fight-
ing for Greece’s best interests, adding he
would not “voluntarily abandon” the job.

“The left’s presence in government is a bas-
tion for the defence of the interests of the peo-
ple,” he said.

“We will not be cowards. We will fight the
battles we face with determination.”
Gerovassili said negotiations with Greece’s
creditors would resume immediately after
Thursday’s vote. The EU’s Economic Affairs
Commissioner Pierre Moscovici said they were
aiming to finalise the deal by mid-August. 

Both sides are under huge pressure to
finalise the terms of the rescue before August
20, when Greece owes the ECB a loan repay-
ment of 3.2 billion euros it cannot afford. —AP

Greece passes second crucial bailout bill
Government facing ‘political problem’
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Speculators back

in Dubai as Amlak

shares surge

DUBAI: A surge in shares of Amlak Finance since they returned to
Dubai’s stock market last month has raised concerns about a new
wave of unbridled speculation on one of the region’s biggest
exchanges. The Islamic mortgage lender has soared about 150 per-
cent since it restarted trading in early June after a six-year suspen-
sion due to debt problems. At its latest close of 2.52 dirhams, the
stock is far above levels considered fair value by fund managers,
many of whom put its value well below 1 dirham.

But this has not deterred the retail investors who dominate mar-
kets in Dubai and most of the region. Amlak accounted for 45 per-
cent of total traded value on Dubai’s bourse in June, eclipsing much
bigger blue-chip banks and property developers.  The stock
remained Dubai’s most active in the first half of July.

This is potentially a worry because it carries echoes of last year’s
bubble in the shares of Dubai builder Arabtec.

Arabtec dominated trading volumes as it more than tripled in 4-
1/2 months, before crashing 60 percent in six weeks, partly because
many investors’ positions were leveraged. Arabtec’s plunge spread
through Dubai’s market, causing the main stock index to tumble 31
percent from peak to trough. “Obviously, given the (Amlak) price
action it is a concern for some investors,” said Amer Khan, senior
executive at Dubai’s Shuaa Asset Management.

The Arabtec saga highlighted the pitfalls of investing in Gulf
stock markets, which benefit from strong economic growth but can
be exposed to heavy speculation by retail investors.  Individual
investors accounted for 80 percent of total buying and 82 percent
of total selling in June, according to data from the Dubai Financial
Market. Institutional investors express much the same bemuse-
ment over Amlak as they did over Arabtec last year. Shehzad Janab,
head of asset management at Dubai’s Daman Investments, said he
could see no logical reason for Amlak’s current value.

“One can argue that Amlak became the darling of the specula-
tors as it rose parabolically during the month of June with no justifi-
cation based on any traditional valuation metric i.e. price-to-earn-
ings, price-to-book value, etc.,” Janab said. In a statement last
month, Amlak said it had no material information that could
explain its share movements.

Institutions
Stock market officials are trying to make the Dubai market

more stable by increasing the participation of institutional
investors. Last year, the Dubai exchange was upgraded to emerg-
ing market status from frontier market by index compiler MSCI,
attracting the attention of more fund managers and analysts. But
the Amlak saga suggests there has been little impact on trading
patterns so far. That is partly because most new foreign investors
attracted by the MSCI upgrade are passive funds which merely
track indexes and because local regulations do not allow short-sell-
ing, which might have had an impact on Amlak’s gains.

Buyers of Amlak appear to have two justifications. One is that
since Amlak was suspended in 2008, the emirate’s main stock mar-
ket index has risen 109 percent; a similar rise would put Amlak at
2.13 dirhams. Also, Amlak has a big state-linked shareholder in
Emaar Properties, which owns 45 percent. This has raised investor
expectations that Amlak might win business from Emaar, just as
they bet Arabtec would ride on the coat-tails of Abu Dhabi’s
wealthy Aabar Investments, a major shareholder.  But Amlak still
looks expensive. It is trading at 182 times 2015 earnings, based on
an estimate by Dubai’s Arqaam Capital.  —  Reuters

VIENNA: Iran yesterday outlined plans to
rebuild its main industries and trade relation-
ships following a nuclear agreement with
world powers, saying it was targeting oil and
gas projects worth $185 billion by 2020.

Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mines and
Trade Mohammad Reza Nematzadeh said
the Islamic Republic would focus on its oil
and gas, metals and car industries with an
eye to exporting to Europe after sanctions
have been lifted, rather than simply import-
ing Western technology.

“We are looking for a two-way trade as
well as cooperation in development, design
and engineering,” Nematzadeh told a confer-
ence in Vienna. “We are no longer interested
in a unidirectional importation of goods and
machinery from Europe,” he said.

The United Nations Security Council on
Monday endorsed a deal to end years of eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran in return for curbs on
its nuclear programme. Sanctions are unlike-
ly to be removed until next year, as the deal
requires approval by the US Congress.
Nuclear inspectors must also confirm that
Iran is complying with the deal.

While the Iranian and US presidents have
been promoting the accord, hardliners in
Tehran and Washington have spoken out

strongly against it. Many European compa-
nies have already shown interest in reestab-
lishing business in Iran, with Germany send-
ing its economy minister Sigmar Gabriel on
the first top level government visit to Tehran
in 13 years together with a delegation of
leading business figures.

Iran’s deputy oil minister for commerce
and international affairs, Hossein Zamaninia,
said Tehran had identified nearly 50 oil and
gas projects worth $185 billion that it hoped
to sign by 2020. OPEC-member Iran has the
world’s largest gas reserves and is fourth on
the global list of top oil reserves holders.

New, longer contracts
In preparation for negotiations with possi-

ble foreign partners, Zamaninia said Iran had
defined a new model contract which it calls its
integrated petroleum contract (IPC).

“This model contract addresses some of
the deficiencies of the old buyback contract
and it further aligns the short- and long-term
interests of parties involved,” he said.

He said the deals would last 20-25 years -
much longer than the previously less popular
buybacks, which effectively were fee paying
deals with global oil majors such as France’s
Total for services they performed on Iranian oil

fields. He said Iran would introduce the proj-
ects it has identified and the new contract
model within 2-3 months.

Deputy Economy Minister Mohammad
Khazaei said Iran had already completed nego-
tiations with some European companies want-
ing to invest in the country.

“We are recently witnessing the return of
European investors to the country. Some of
these negotiations have concluded, and we
have approved and granted them the foreign
investment licences and protections,” Khazaei
told the conference.

“Even in the past couple of weeks we have
approved more than $2 billion of projects in
Iran by European companies,” he said, without
naming the firms or providing further details.
Most European oil majors and oil service com-
panies have so far expressed caution about the
prospects of a windfall of deals in Iran, saying
their compliance departments will want to first
see sanctions being fully removed before any
meaningful work can start on projects. 

Beyond oil, Nematzadeh said Iran was look-
ing to move away from state ownership in
many sectors, creating joint ventures for auto
parts manufacturers with the aim to produce 3
million vehicles by 2025, of which a third
would be exported.— Reuters

THE HAGUE: Dutch food and cosmetics
giant Unilever said yesterday that while it
had managed to increase sales, consumer
demand is weak both in emerging and
industrialised markets.

It put an 11 percent drop in net profit to
2.66 billion euros ($2.9 billion) and a 13 per-
cent fall in operating profit to 3.8 billion in
the first half of this year due to results last
year being inflated thanks to sales of several
brands. The company that makes Knorr
soup, Ben & Jerry’s ice cream and Lipton
tea, as well as Omo laundry detergent and

Dove soap said core operating profit rose
by 16 percent.  Sales, at 27.0 billion euros,
rose by 2.9 percent when corrected for cur-
rency fluctuations and other changes, beat-
ing the 2.5 percent increase expected by
analysts surveyed by Bloomberg.

Unilever put this down to the efforts it
has made to cut costs, increase its margins,
and develop innovative products.

“We plan for another year of volume
growth ahead of our markets, steady
improvement in core operating margin and
strong cash flow,” Chief Executive Paul

Polman said in a statement.
The company’s shares were showing a

1.66 percent gain to 41.44 euros in late
morning trading on the Amsterdam stock
exchange, which was up 0.18 percent over-
all. However, Unilever’s outlook for con-
sumer markets was not cheerful, just when
the recovery in the global economy was
supposed to be gaining traction.

“Consumer demand remains weak and
in the markets in which we operate vol-
umes are flat,” a company statement said.

“Emerging markets continue to be sub-

dued whilst in Europe and North America
growth is negligible,” it added.

Unilever, which already makes nearly
half of its sales in emerging markets, said it
noticed varying trends.

While sales growth remained strong in
India, volumes took a hit in Russia due to
high inflation and interest rates hitting con-
sumers there. The company managed a
return to modest growth in China thanks to
e-commerce, while in Latin America sales
growth in Latin America was in the double
digits. — AFP

Unilever warns of ‘challenging markets’

VIENNA: Mohammad Reza Nematzadeh, Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade of Iran waits for the start of
the “Iran-EU conference, Trade and Investment” forum in Vienna, Austria, yesterday. Less than 10 days after
signing its nuclear deal, Iran formally threw open its doors to European Union companies, eager to do busi-
ness — and dozens of firms answered the call. — AP

Iran eyes $185bn oil, gas 

projects after sanctions
Tehran wants ‘two-way trade’ with Europe 



Higher minimum-wage
proposals gain ground

on both coasts
SAN FRANCISCO: The push for a higher minimum wage gained
momentum on both sides of the country, with New York embrac-
ing an eventual $15 an hour for the state’s 200,000 fast-food work-
ers and the huge University of California system announcing the
same raise for its employees. “How we support our workers and
their families impacts Californians who might never set foot on one
of our campuses,” UC President Janet Napolitano, who oversees 10
campuses, including UCLA and Berkeley, said of Wednesday’s
action. “It’s the right thing to do.”

The 240,000-student University of California becomes the
nation’s first public university to commit itself to the $15-an-hour
wage that has become the rallying cry of many labor groups in
recent months.

So far, the cities of Los Angeles, Seattle, San Francisco, Oakland
and Berkeley have approved phased-in increases that eventually
will take their minimum wage to $15 an hour, or about $31,200 a
year. On Tuesday, Los Angeles County, the nation’s most populous
county, voted to craft a law to do the same over five years.

In New York, the state Wage Board Wednesday endorsed a pro-
posal to set a $15 minimum wage for workers at fast-food restau-
rants with 30 or more locations. The increase would be phased in
over three years in New York City and over six years elsewhere.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s administration has the final say, and he
has signaled his support. New York would become the first state to
single out a specific industry for such an increase. The state mini-
mum wage is now $8.75. “You cannot live and support a family on
$18,000 a year in the state of New York - period,” Cuomo said at a
New York City rally celebrating the proposal. “This is just the begin-
ning. We will not stop until we reach true economic justice.”
Restaurant owners warned that higher wages could force them to
raise prices, cut employee hours and hire fewer workers, and they
said they may challenge the move in court.

“Singling out fast-food restaurants while ignoring other indus-
tries that hire workers who are paid under $15 is unfair and dis-
criminatory,” said Jack Bert, who owns seven McDonald’s restau-
rants in New York City.

Higher wage
But Rebecca Cornick, a 60-year-old woman who makes $9 an

hour at a Wendy’s in Brooklyn,  said, “If I made $15, I could pay my
rent on time, I could put food on the table, I could hold my head
up.” At the University of California, the hourly wage earners include
students and full-time contract employees who work in dining
halls, dorms and bookstores or labor as gardeners, housekeepers
and custodians. Many start at the state minimum wage of $9 an
hour. Napolitano said she will boost that to $13 in October for
employees who work at least 20 hours a week and will raise it
some more in stages to $15 by the fall of 2017.

About 3,200 UC employees and a much larger but undeter-
mined number of people employed by outside contractors at the
university will receive the higher wage, UC said. The university is
California’s third-largest employer, with a staff of 195,000.

“I just thought it was important for a public university to plant
the flag here for low-wage workers and a more livable wage,” said
Napolitano, who was President Barack Obama’s homeland security
secretary before she assumed leadership of the university nearly
two years ago. Napolitano’s plan does not need approval from the
university’s governing Board of Regents. — AP
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LONDON: TSB Banking Group, being
bought by Spain’s Banco Sabadell for $2.5
billion, has urged British finance minister
George Osborne to rethink his banking sur-
charge if he wants to encourage the
growth of smaller “challenger” banks.

British lawmakers and regulators want
to break the dominance of Lloyds Banking
Group, from which TSB was spun off last
year, Royal Bank of Scotland, Barclays,
HSBC and the UK arm of Spain’s Santander.

Together those five control more than
four out of five personal current accounts
in Britain, but Osborne’s taxes on banks
have already been attacked by the industry
as harming their ability to lend.

The British government recently
announced an 8 percent surcharge on
bank profits above 25 million pounds,
effective January next year, but TSB said
the level could be higher.

CEO Paul Pester said that while support-
ive of the government’s approach, he
would urge it to consider raising the lower
limit for exemption of the surcharge to
about 200 or 250 million pounds.

“My understanding is that the real
income from this tax will be raised on the 2
to 5 billion pounds worth of profit that the
big banks make, rather than on the hun-
dred or so millions of profit that banks like
TSB make,” Pester said.

The CEO said growing a bank in the UK
was a challenge and a surcharge would
only make it more difficult for TSB to invest
in growth and to bring more competition
to the market. TSB also reported strong
home loan demand, with gross new mort-
gage lending soaring to 1 billion pounds
for the quarter ended June 30, compared
with 479 million in the first quarter.

It said a mortgage broking service
launched in January had received 1.9 bil-
lion pounds of gross mortgage applica-
tions at the end of the first half, with gross
lending through this channel totalling 665
million.

TSB also posted a decline in the share of

new personal bank accounts to 6.7 percent
from 7.9 percent in the first quarter, but
said this was above its target of 6 percent.

TSB’s first-half pretax profit fell 44 per-
cent from a year before to 23.2 million
pounds, hurt by lower average loan bal-
ances and recognition of a Financial
Services Compensation Scheme levy
charge of 14.8 million pounds.

Net interest income reached 376.7 mil-
lion pounds against 374.6 million.

Sabadell said this month it would
move to compulsorily buy out remaining
minority TSB shareholders. TSB will be
delisted from the London Stock Exchange
on July 28. — Reuters

Britain’s TSB urges rethink of banking surcharge

MADRID: Eric Martin, a freelance property
agent, also drives trucks and sometimes
moonlights as a football referee. After more
than 10 years of odd jobs, he has still not land-
ed the one thing he really wants - a permanent
contract, in any position. 

The 31-year-old Spaniard, who has worked
as a lifeguard, store assistant and postman,
says he cannot provide properly for his grow-
ing family as long as he does only temporary
jobs. “It’s not giving me the security my family
needs,” says Martin, whose wife is expecting
their second child.

As Spain emerges from a deep downturn,
short-term job contracts like Martin’s are help-
ing to chip away at an unemployment rate
that is falling but still affects 22.4 percent of the
workforce, second only to Greece’s in Europe.

But they are accentuating a two-tier labour
market that during Spain’s recent double-dip
recession left temporary workers in the firing
line, regardless of their performance at work.
Most of the three million jobs lost over the
past seven years were held by these short-
term contract workers, many of whom were in
their twenties and thirties.

This generation has been unable to get
loans to buy a home, or start families and
advance careers in what economists predict
will hold back the Spanish economy for years.

Numbers of temporary workers have
grown steadily over the past three decades.
Short-term contracts account for a quarter of
all positions. That’s less than before the down-
turn, but far more than anywhere else in the
euro zone.

Temporary positions
These jobs are now proliferating at a much

faster rate than others, and especially so dur-
ing the tourist season. Temporary positions
were up 8 percent year-on-year in the second
quarter helped by hiring in coastal areas, while
permanent contracts rose 1.6 percent.

For centre-right Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy, a job recovery based on part-time con-
tracts is a mixed blessing, as his government
trumpets its handling of Spain’s economic
recovery before elections at the end of this
year. The government says 600,000 jobs will be
created this year, the biggest annual employ-
ment jump since 2005. Spanish national eco-
nomic output should rise by more than three
percent this year, more than in most other
European countries.

Yet this is not translating into better living

standards for many Spaniards, partly because
of their precarious employment conditions.
According to official data, temporary workers
made an average of 15,433 euros ($16,826) in
2013, 36 percent less than permanent employ-
ees. As a result, many voters are turning from
Rajoy’s Popular Party to new parties such as
the leftist Podemos and centrist Ciudadanos,
which have already done well in local elec-
tions.

Martin, who lives in Madrid, says he makes
400 euros a month from his property agent
work while his income from the other odd jobs
is uneven. The family makes ends meet thanks
to his wife’s permanent contract as a postal
worker. But Martin got a mortgage only
because his parents provided guarantees for
the bank. “What am I supposed to live off, air?”
Martin said.

No end
The government acknowledges the dual

labour market is a problem. It says a 2012 over-
haul of labour laws will eventually lead to
more temporary jobs becoming permanent.
That’s because, according to the overhaul,
long-term workers will become cheaper to fire,
lessening the incentives for employers to hire

short-term staff who up until now have been
easier to lay off.  Critics, however, point to
decades of abuse of temporary contracts by
employers. Such contracts began to be used
shortly after Spain emerged from dictatorship
in the 1970s. Under the Franco regime, most
jobs were on cradle-to-grave contracts in state
monopolies. A Socialist government in the
1980s introduced temporary contracts as a
way to shake up the system.

These increasingly became the norm for
new hires, largely because they gave employ-
ers more flexibility even during an economic
boom in the 1990s. “Various labour reforms
have tried to restrict the usage of temporary
contracts, and all have failed,” said Jose Ignacio
Conde-Ruiz, an economy professor at the
Complutense University in Madrid.

Conde-Ruiz said Spain should introduce a
one-contract-fits-all system that would give
permanent contracts to everyone, while giving
employers the flexibility to cut their workforce
when needed. He said temporary contracts
should be introduced only in rare cases, such
as for very finite projects. Such a scheme has
been floated by the European Commission as
well, and is one of the platform promises of
Ciudadanos. — Reuters

Job insecurities mar 
Spain’s labour rebound

Heightening insecurities despite recovery

SEOUL: People walk past sale signs at a Seoul shopping district, South
Korea, yesterday. South Korea’s quarterly growth slowed to the lowest
in more than two years as a severe drought hit agriculture and an out-
break of Middle East respiratory syndrome sapped consumption. —AP



40B u s i n e s s
FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2015

TOKYO: Japan must avoid overly relying
on a weak yen to reflate the economy
by deploying a new round of structural
reforms such as steps to boost labour
market participation, the International
Monetary Fund said yesterday.  The
global lender also warned that while
inflation is seen accelerating to about
1.5 percent over the medium term, hit-
ting the Bank of Japan’s 2 percent target
remained “challenging.” The BOJ must
stand ready to expand stimulus to meet
its target, though further easing without
bolder structural reforms and a credible
fiscal strategy could lead to over-

reliance on yen depreciation to reflate
the economy, it said.  “Abenomics needs
to be reloaded so that policy shortcom-
ings do not become a drag on growth
and inflation,” the IMF said in a state-
ment after Article 4 consultations with
Japan.  The IMF said further declines in
the yen relative to its 2014 average was
beneficial for Japan’s economy.  “(But it)
made it important for the authorities to
continue with bold structural reforms
and credible fiscal consolidation to
avoid over-reliance” on yen depreciation
in pursuing domestic policy objectives,
it said.

Premier Shinzo Abe’s stimulus poli-
cies, dubbed “Abenomics,” consist of
the three arrows of bold monetary stim-
ulus, flexible fiscal policy and a strategy
to boost Japan’s growth potential.
Analysts hail the first two arrows for
reflating short-term growth, partly by
boosting revenues at big exporters via a
weak yen. But many criticise the third
arrow as lacking teeth as Abe struggles
to deregulate the job market and open
up heavily protected sectors such as
agriculture.

The IMF urged Japan to launch a new
round of reforms to lift labour supply

and open up its agricultural and service
sectors.  While welcoming the govern-
ment’s new medium-term fiscal consoli-
dation plan, it called on policymakers to
use “realistic economic assumptions” in
laying out a plan to cut the country’s
huge debt pile.

The blueprint of Japan’s fiscal strat-
egy for the coming years, released last
month, refrained from setting a
mandatory cap on annual budget
spending, reflecting Abe’s focus on
boosting growth rather than on curb-
ing expenditure in restoring Japan’s
fiscal health.  —Reuters

IMF warns Japan must avoid over-reliance on weak yen

GENEVA: Swiss banking giant Credit Suisse
beat expectations in results released yester-
day, reporting a second quarter net profit
of 1.1 billion francs ($1.15 billion, 950 mil-
lion euros) after suffering 700 million in
losses over the same period last year. 

It was the first earnings report under the
leadership of new chief executive Tidjane
Thiam, who was born in Ivory Coast and in
June became the first African-born execu-
tive to take charge of a major Swiss bank.

Most analysts had forecast a net profit of
around 690 million francs for the quarter.
The Zurich-based bank said its gains were
partly driven by “a very strong performance
in the Asia-Pacific region,” highlighting the
importance of the region moving forward.  

Through the first half of the year, 16 per-
cent of overall revenue and 27 percent of

pre-tax income came from Asia Pacific.  “We
foresee further significant opportunities in
the years ahead,” the bank said in a state-
ment. 

“We are...increasingly recognised as the
Entrepreneurs’ Bank of Asia Pacific, a status
we are determined to reinforce in the years
to come.”

The private banking unit performed par-
ticularly well, taking in 14.2 billion francs in
new assets, again with strong contributions
from developing markets in Asia, Africa and
the Middle East. 

Revenues in the investment bank were
however offset by higher spending in “risk,
regulatory and compliance infrastructure.”

Credit Suisse was fined $2.6 billion last
year for helping Americans hide money off-
shore to avoid taxes. 

As part of the settlement, Credit Suisse
admitted guilt on a felony charge.  Thiam,
the former head of British insurer
Prudential, has since being tipped as the
new chief executive floated the notion of
making key changes to the investment
unit.  Investors and analysts have bet that
Thiam is likely to downsize the bank,
Switzerland’s second largest, with an aim to
focus more intensely on private banking
and wealth management. 

There has similarly been speculation
about the prospect of job cuts in the invest-
ment arm. 

In yesterday’s statement, the bank said
it planned to comply with a growing
trend of tighter leverage requirements
“primarily through reductions in invest-
ment banking.” —AFP

SEOUL: A man speaks on his mobile phone beside Hyundai cars at a Hyundai Motor branch in Seoul yesterday.
Hyundai Motor Co. said on July 23 its second-quarter net profit plunged 23.8 percent from a year earlier, due to
a strong won and increased competition at home and abroad.  —AFP

Credit Suisse beats 
expectations in Q2
Gains driven by strong performance in Asia-Pacific region

Venture funding
for startups 
still surging

WASHINGTON: Investors pumped some $32.5 billion into
more than 1,800 venture-backed companies around the
world in the past quarter, amid feverish interest in tech
startups, a survey showed yesterday. The report by the
research firm CB Insights and the consultancy KPMG sug-
gests the boom in funding for tech firms-the vast majority
of the startups-shows no signs of abating. The report said
venture investors are hunting for “disruptive technologies
and applications” along with new “on-demand” startups-
delivering goods and services ranging from groceries to
house cleaning.

“This trend, which escalated with Uber and Airbnb, is now
expanding into new verticals and well beyond North
America,” the report said. North American firms got the lion’s
share with some $19 billion spread over 1,100 deals, the
report showed. Asia garnered some $10.1 billion, outpacing
Europe’s $3.2 billion in the April-June period. The deals have
also been getting “fatter” according to the survey, with the
average investment for “late-stage” firms at $74 million, and
more than 30 investments of over $100 million.

More ‘unicorn’ births 
The number of billion-dollar startups or “unicorns” also

grew in the quarter, with 24 of these created in the quarter.
Internet and mobile communications startups accounted for
65 percent of all deals in the quarter, and other software
firms took in five percent. Other key sectors were health care
and consumer products and services. KPMG’s Arik Speier said
the boom is being fueled by consumer demands for new
services from smartphones. “The consumer wants everything
to be instant these days,” he said. “If you tap your phone you
want the transaction done. I am a true believer in on-
demand companies that deal with supply and demand and
create the platform that connects the two sides of the equa-
tion. This momentum will likely continue and expand.” Brian
Hughes at KPMG said the availability of private venture capi-
tal is helping many startups remain private instead of seek-
ing a stock market listing. “If you told a company that they
could raise almost the same amount of money at the same
valuation in a private financing versus a public one there is
no question that companies would often choose to stay pri-
vate longer,” Hughes said. “Staying private gives the compa-
ny more latitude to do what they need to do to grow their
business for the long term.”

The high-value startups which are still private include
Uber, worth more than $40 billion, Airbnb ($25 billion) and
Snapchat ($15 billion). Non-US firms among the unicorns
include China’s Xiaomi ($46 billion) and drone maker DJI
($10 billion). 

Over the first six months of 2015, venture funding
amounted to $59.8 billion, poised to overtake the $88.3 bil-
lion in 2014, according to the report.

“While many analysts are predicting a slight decrease in
venture capital investment in the months ahead, we believe
the strength of such fundamental growth drivers have creat-
ed strong conditions for continued VC investment,” the
report said. “Even with a possible slowdown, 2015 is shaping
up to be a record year.” —AFP
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LONDON: Oil prices steadied yesterday after a
weaker dollar helped offset the negative impact of
rising US stockpiles, which drove US crude prices
to near three-month lows.

Crude oil stocks in the United States rose 2.5
million barrels last week to above the five-year
seasonal average, according to data from the
Energy Information Administration (EIA), trumping
expectations for a 2.3 million-barrel drop.

US September crude futures were 18 cents
higher by 0827 GMT yesterday at $49.37, after
having fallen $1.67 on Wednesday to settle below
$50 for the first time since April.

Brent crude was up 9 cents at $56.19 a barrel,
after settling down 91 cents.

Brent has lost around 12 percent in July, its

largest one-month fall since March, pummelled by
concern about the ability of the global economy
to absorb a surplus of oil.

The oil glut looks set to grow as an Iranian
nuclear deal with the West is likely to release mil-
lions of barrels of additional supply onto world
markets.

“The bears are still in control of the market,”
PVM energy analyst Tamas Varga said.

“A close below ($55.60 for Brent) is a sell and, in
that case, there is nothing really that could stop
this contract from falling down to $53.19, the daily
low in the August contract on Jan 13,” Varga
added.

Still, OPEC delegates from Gulf states and other
nations say the recent drop in oil prices is likely to

be short-term. They say lower prices will not deter
the cartel from keeping output high to defend
market share.

The dollar headed for its first weekly loss in a
month but held near a three-month high, which
tends to make it more profitable for non-U.S.
investors to sell dollar-denominated assets such as
oil or gold.

“Fundamentally there’s not a lot to change the
picture dramatically in the short term. Prices seem
to be contained in a range for now,” said Ben Le
Brun, market analyst at OptionsXpress in Sydney.

Brent’s premium to the US benchmark stood at
$6.80 a barrel. The spread has widened more than
$3 this  month,  the  largest  such move s ince
February. —Reuters

Softer dollar tempers losses in oil prices

HONG KONG: Asian markets mostly rose yester-
day, with Tokyo lifted by a stronger dollar as
investors position for an expected US rate hike
and Shanghai extending a recent rally to six ses-
sions.  The euro also got a lift as Greece took
another step closer to securing a bailout after law-
makers agreed to more tough austerity measures.
Tokyo rose 0.44 percent, or 90.28 points, to
20,683.95 and Shanghai jumped 2.43 percent, or
97.87 points to 4,123.92 while Hong Kong added
0.46 percent, or 116.23 points, to 25,398.85.

Seoul ended marginally higher, adding 0.34
points to 2,065.07 but Sydney lost 0.43 percent, or
24.3 points, to close at 5,590.3.  After Wednesday’s
losses, the dollar resumed its upward trajectory
following a strong batch of housing data that rein-
forced expectations that the Federal Reserve will
lift rates soon.

Official figures showed sales of existing homes
in the US surged in June to their highest level in
more than eight years and prices hit a record high.
“It’s not determined yet whether the US rate hikes
will be in September or December, but the hous-
ing data strengthens the case for a September

hike a little,” Mitsushige Akino, executive officer at
Ichiyoshi Asset Management Co., told Bloomberg
News.

In Tokyo, the dollar bought 124.04 yen against
123.96 yen in New York.  The euro advanced after
Greek lawmakers passed legislation on more
reforms needed to help unlock a huge interna-
tional bailout. The bill won 230 votes out of the
298 members of parliament present, following
hours of debate.  The single currency fetched
$1.0937 and 135.64 yen, against $1.0926 and
135.44 yen.

Shanghai rallies 
Traders are awaiting a Fed meeting next week

to find out what its plans are for monetary policy.
Despite the upbeat data, US stocks slid for a

second day after disappointing earnings from
Apple and Microsoft raised concerns about the
current reporting season, denting the broader
market.  The Dow fell 0.38 percent, the S&P 500
dropped 0.24 percent and the Nasdaq sank 0.70
percent.

In China, traders were cheered by reports that

the state-backed China Securities Finance Corp.-
tasked with restoring stability to the market with
access to hundreds of billions of dollars-has
denied reducing its holdings in listed companies.

The government earlier this month unveiled a
slew of measures to prevent a market meltdown
after shares plunged more than 30 percent
between June 12 and July 8, wiping trillions off
valuations.

A stronger dollar is also putting downward
pressure on commodity prices.  Oil prices were
mixed yesterday but continue to struggle after a
US energy report showed stockpiles increasing,
indicating soft demand, while the stronger dollar
also makes it more expensive for buyers using
weaker currencies.  US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate for delivery in September was up
one cent to $49.20 and Brent crude for September
fell 13 cents to $56.00.  And gold was sitting at
five-year lows, with the expected US rate hike
attracting investors away from the safe-haven
metal in search of better returns.  Bullion fetched
$1,099.50 an ounce compared with $1,093.46 late
Wednesday. —AFP

Asia markets up, dollar 
rises on rate hike bets

Investors wait for an expected US rate hike

TOKYO: A woman looks at her mobile phone in front of an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo,
yesterday. Asian stock markets were mostly higher yesterday after Greece passed another bailout hurdle and
New Zealand cut interest rates. —AP

Asian LNG spot 
prices set to 

drop further 
TOKYO: Asian spot prices for liquefied natural gas (LNG)
already 60 percent off a record hit last year are set to fall further
in the second half of 2015 as slowing demand comes up against
a flood of supplies and oil prices remain weak.

The average import price into top LNG buyer Japan fell to its
lowest in nearly six years in June, to just above Asian spot prices
also holding near multi-year lows.  With oil prices less than half
of last year’s peak, Japan - which buys most of its gas on con-
tracts linked to oil and takes about a third of global LNG ship-
ments - will have little incentive to turn to spot cargoes, analysts
and traders said.  “Long-term prices are likely to head lower,
reflecting a sharp fall in crude prices since the second half of last
year,” said Junzo Tamamizu, managing partner of Clavis Energy
Partners.  “Japan’s spot LNG demand is also on the decline with
spot needs for summer in the doldrums,” he said, adding there
were few short-term cargoes due for delivery in August, typical-
ly the middle of the hot season.

The average import price to Japan fell to $8.65 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu) in June, trade data showed on
Thursday. Over the same month, spot prices <LNG-AS> of
$7.30-$7.70 per mmBtu were just up from a five-year low of
$6.70 reached in February.

Japan’s imports of LNG broke successive annual records fol-
lowing the Fukushima nuclear disaster of 2011 that led to the
shutdown of the country’s reactors, pushing power utilities to
the brink of financial ruin as spot prices surged.  But demand is
likely to start shrinking with the restart of two of the nuclear
units in August and October, Tamamizu said. 

The picture is similar in South Korea, where all 23 nuclear
reactors are running after some were shut due for safety con-
cerns, with a new one scheduled to start soon. That means less
demand for LNG in the No.2 buyer of the fuel as well. —Reuters

PESHAWAR: A Pakistani worker fills a car with fuel at
a filling station in Peshawar yesterday. A landmark
deal on Iran’s nuclear programme has breathed new
life into plans for a gas pipeline through Pakistan —
and sparked a geopolitical tussle, with Russia look-
ing to expand its influence, observers say. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: Michael Taylor had a tying two-out,
two-run single in the eighth inning, Danny Espinosa
followed with an RBI double and the Washington
Nationals rallied from three runs down to beat the
New York Mets 4-3 on Wednesday. In danger of hav-
ing their lead over the Mets in the NL East cut to one
game, Taylor drove in the Nationals’ first run in the
fourth with a single off Noah Syndergaard to make it
3-1. After a wild pitch from Bobby Parnell (1-1) put run-
ners on second and third in the eighth, Taylor ripped a
full-count fastball to left to tie it. Taylor then stole sec-
ond base before Espinosa put Washington in position
to take two of three from the Mets and open a three-
game lead in the division. Drew Storen struck out the
side in the ninth for his 29th save. Matt Thornton (1-0)
pitched the eighth for the win.

CARDINALS 3, WHITE SOX 2
Yadier Molina hit a bases-loaded triple off David

Robertson with two out in the eighth inning, sending
St Louis to a victory over Chicago. Randal Grichuk sin-
gled, Matt Holliday was hit by a pitch and Jason
Heyward reached on catcher’s interference before
Molina drove a 2-2 pitch into the corner in right for his
third hit of the game. It was the first triple for the All-
Star catcher since May 22, 2011, and No 4 for his
career. Miguel Socolovich (4-1) pitched a scoreless sev-
enth for the win. Kevin Siegrist struck out Adam
LaRoche with runners on the corners for the final out
in the eighth, and Trevor Rosenthal finished for his
29th save in 31 chances.

ROYALS 5, PIRATES 1
Edinson Volquez pitched effectively into the

eighth inning against his old team and Mike
Moustakas hit a three-run homer to lead Kansas City
over Pittsburgh. Volquez (9-5), who won 13 games last
season for the Pirates, picked up his first victory since
June 26. He allowed one run on eight hits, while walk-
ing one and striking out eight. Moustakas homered
with two out in the eighth with Alex Rios and Jarrod
Dyson aboard. Moustakas drove the 3-0 offering from
right-hander Charlie Morton into the Royals’ bullpen.
Dyson’s bunt single scored Omar Infante with the first
run of the inning. Morton (6-4) allowed five runs on
seven hits, two of them home runs, walked one, hit
two batters and struck out four.

ANGELS 5, TWINS 2
Huston Street earned his 300th save, Kole Calhoun

had three hits and drove in two runs, and Los Angeles
beat Minnesota for its seventh straight victory. Chris
Iannetta homered and Albert Pujols had an RBI double
for the Angels (54-40), who have won 13 of 15 while
streaking to the top of the AL West. Johnny Giavotella
had three hits and scored three runs for the Angels,
who briefly trailed for the first time during their streak
in the third inning. They reclaimed the lead later in the
inning on the way to their 17th win in their last 20
games. Brian Dozier had an early two-run single for
the Twins, who have lost four straight.

ATHLETICS 4, BLUE JAYS 3, 10 INNINGS
Pinch-hitter Ike Davis beat out an infield single

with two outs in the 10th inning that went to replay
review, lifting Oakland past Toronto. The play went to
review with the A’s already in the midst of a postgame
celebration near the mound. Blue Jays manager John
Gibbons immediately emerged from the dugout to
challenge, and Oakland players stood together near
the mound during the review that took 2 minutes, 45
seconds before they celebrated again. It confirmed
that Davis barely beat the throw by shortstop Jose
Reyes, for his fifth career walkoff hit and first since July
1, 2014. That ended the 3-hour, 49-minute game. Josh
Reddick hit a one-out double against Roberto Osuna
(1-4) to start things off in the bottom of the 10th.
Fernando Rodriguez (1-1) pitched the top half for the
win.

YANKEES 4, ORIOLES 3
Alex Rodriguez hit the 20th homer of his renais-

sance season, Mark Teixeira connected for an early

two-run shot and New York beat Baltimore. Ivan Nova
(2-3) ended the first three-start losing streak of his
career, and the AL East leaders won for the eighth time
in 10 games. Dellin Betances struck out two in a per-
fect eighth, and New York pitchers retired 14 in a row
before Andrew Miller gave up a solo homer to Chris
Davis with two outs in the ninth. Miller then struck out
Jonathan Schoop for his 22nd save in 22 tries. Ryan
Flaherty also homered for the Orioles, who have
dropped 11 of 15. Before the game, vice president of
baseball operations Dan Duquette said the Orioles
(46-47) will be buyers as the July 31 trade deadline
approaches.

ASTROS 4, RED SOX 2
Preston Tucker homered twice and drove in three

runs and Evan Gattis added a solo shot to give
Houston a victory over Boston. Collin McHugh (11-5)
allowed seven hits and two runs in seven innings to
help Houston extend Boston’s losing streak to a sea-
son-high-tying seven games. Luke Gregerson pitched
a perfect ninth for his 20th save. Tucker made it 1-0
with his homer in the first, Gattis hit his in the fourth
and Tucker’s 2-run shot pushed the lead to 4-0 in the
fifth. Boston starter Joe Kelly (2-6) yielded six hits,
including a career-high three homers, and four runs
with six strikeouts in 5 1-3 innings in his first start since
June 23 after being recalled from Triple-A Pawtucket.

MARLINS 5, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Jose Fernandez struck out 11 in seven innings, AJ

Ramos struck out three straight with the bases loaded
in the ninth and Miami held off Arizona. Fernandez (3-
0) was sharp in his fourth start since returning from
Tommy John surgery, allowing three runs on five hits
for rare road win. The right-hander also had second
RBI of the season, following JT Realmuto’s run-scoring
double with one of his own in Miami’s three-run first
inning off Robbie Ray (3-5). Aaron Hill led off the ninth

with a walk off Ramos, and Ender Inciarte and pinch
hitter Wellington Castillo followed with singles to load
the bases. Ramos struck out Paul Goldschmidt and AJ
Pollock, then closed out his 16th save by getting
Yasmany Tomas to swing through a breaking ball for
the final out.

TIGERS 9, MARINERS 4
Nick Castellanos hit a grand slam off the brick

facade in left-center field, part of an eight-run third
inning for Detroit in its victory over Seattle. Anibal
Sanchez (10-7) won his seventh straight decision, and
Ian Kinsler had four hits for the Tigers, who rebounded
from an ugly 11-9 loss the previous night. Detroit
entered the night four games behind the American
League’s second wild card. With the trade deadline
approaching, it’s not clear what the next week or so
has in store for the Tigers, but every win helps their
postseason chances. Nelson Cruz homered twice for
Seattle. Mike Montgomery (4-4) allowed six earned
runs and six hits in 2 2-3 innings. The Mariners did
make it close enough to force Detroit to use closer
Joakim Soria, who got four outs for his 22nd save in 25
chances.

REDS 9, CUBS 1, GAME 1
CUBS 6, REDS 5, GAME 2

Taylor Teagarden singled home the tiebreaking
run off Aroldis Chapman with two outs in the ninth
inning, completing Chicago’s biggest comeback of
the season and a doubleheader split with Cincinnati.
Cincinnati won the opener behind another strong
showing by Mike Leake (8-5), who could be traded this
month. The Cubs overcame a five-run deficit to get
the split, completed with Teagarden’s pinch-hit single
off Chapman (3-4). Hector Rondon (4-2) escaped a
bases-loaded threat in the eighth, and Jason Motte
finished it for his sixth save in as many chances. Leake
went eight innings in the opener to beat the Cubs for

the fifth straight time. Todd Frazier extended his post-
derby surge with three more hits, including a two-run
double in the first inning off Kyle Hendricks (4-5). Joey
Votto added a solo homer off Hendricks, who gave up
four runs while facing nine batters in the first inning.

PHILLIES 5, RAYS 4, 10 INNINGS
Pinch-hitter Odubel Herrera’s RBI single with two

outs in the 10th inning lifted Philadelphia to a victory
over Tampa Bay. The Phillies lost a franchise-record 62
games before the All-Star break, but are 5-1 since
returning. They swept a three-game set against Miami
and took two of three from the Rays to win consecu-
tive series for the first time since last September.
Domonic Brown led off the 10th with a single off Brad
Boxberger (4-6) and advanced on a sacrifice. After a
bouncer to the mound for the second out, Herrera
lined the 11th pitch he saw to left-center to drive in
Brown. Herrera was mobbed by teammates after
rounding first and was taken down to the ground by
Jonathan Papelbon as players piled on. Papelbon (2-1)
pitched two scoreless innings for the win.

DODGERS 3, BRAVES 1
Mike Bolsinger pitched seven strong innings and

Los Angeles scored three runs in the fifth inning to
beat Atlanta. Having used their bullpen for 9 1-3
innings in first two games of the series, the NL West-
leading Dodgers were hoping Bolsinger would pitch
past the sixth for the first time in his last eight starts.
Alberto Callaspo, Jimmy Rollins and Joc Pederson
each drove in a run for Los Angeles. Bolsinger (5-3)
retired 14 straight batters before a two-out walk of AJ
Pierzynski in the seventh. Kenley Jansen pitched
around a leadoff walk in the ninth for his 17th save.
Julio Teheran (6-5) struck out seven of the first 10 bat-
ters he faced but struggled with his command in the
fifth inning.

INDIANS 7, BREWERS 5
Michael Brantley homered, doubled and drove in

four runs, and Cleveland closer Cody Allen withstood a
rocky ninth to help Cleveland hold on for a win over
Milwaukee. Allen entered the game with a three-run
lead. But a string of 5 1-3 scoreless innings for the
bullpen ended with Adam Lind’s RBI double with one
out in the ninth. A single for Aramis Ramirez put run-
ners on first and third before Khris Davis hit into a
game-ending double play started by third baseman
Giovanny Urshela. Allen pumped his fist on the
mound after picking up his 20th save. Austin Adams
(1-0) threw 1 1-3 innings of scoreless relief. Cleveland
snapped an eight-game losing streak dating to 2001
in the interleague series with the Brewers.

RANGERS 10, ROCKIES 8
Elvis Andrus hit a tiebreaking two-run single in the

ninth, and Texas bounced back from blowing an early
five-run lead to beat Colorado. Rougned Odor home-
red and finished with three hits for the third time in
the last six games for the Rangers. Carlos Gonzalez and
Nick Hundley homered in Colorado’s four-run eighth.
Gonzalez’s three-run shot off Tanner Scheppers (4-1)
tied it at 8. Odor led off the ninth with a walk against
closer John Axford (2-3). Adrian Beltre singled and one
out later pinch-hitter Prince Fielder was intentionally
walked. Andrus singled to left on drawn-in infield to
give the Rangers the lead. Shawn Tolleson worked the
ninth for his 15th save.

GIANTS 7, PADRES 1
Brandon Belt hit a tying solo home run in the sixth

inning and Buster Posey hit a go-ahead, two-run dou-
ble in the seventh to lead San Francisco to a victory
over San Diego. Matt Cain pitched six strong innings in
his fourth start of the season for the defending World
Series champions, who took two of three and have
won eight of nine overall. Padres ace James Shields
left with a 1-0 lead after throwing 96 pitches in five
innings, and the bullpen promptly gave up the lead.
Belt homered into the sandy play area beyond the
fence in right-center on a 3-2 pitch from Marcus Mateo
with two outs in the sixth. It was Belt’s 10th. —AP 

OAKLAND: Ike Davis #17 of the Oakland Athletics is showered with Gatorade by
teammates after he hit a walk-off RBI single in the tenth inning against the Toronto
Blue Jays at O.co Coliseum on July 22, 2015 in California. — AFP 

Nationals edge New York Mets 4-3 
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GAP: Tour de France leader Chris Froome
admits his rivals’ tactical racing is pushing
him to his “limits”. With three Alpine stages
left in this year’s race before Sunday’s pro-
cession to Paris, Froome knows he won’t
be given a moment’s rest by fellow overall
contenders desperate to turn the tide on a
Tour that so far has been tightly locked
away in the Briton’s pocket. 

The 186.5km 18th stage from Gap to
Saint Jean de Maurienne may not look on
paper like a course where time differences
can be gained, but the last week’s racing
has proved to Froome that the likes of
Movistar pair  Nairo Quintana (second
overal l  at  3min 10sec)  and Alejandro
Valverde (third at 4min 09sec), Tinkoff-
Saxo’s Alberto Contador (fifth at 6min
40sec)  or  even reigning champion
Vincenzo Nibali (seventh at 8min 04sec)
wi l l  not  let  him relax .  Already on
Wednesday’s 17th stage from Digne-les-
Bains to Pra Loup, Froome was left to sol-
dier on alone as his teammates were shed
by the aggressive r iding of  Movistar ,
Tinkoff and Astana.

Quintana had even started the attacks
within the first 50km. “I was definitely
pushed to my limits (Wednesday) with all
those attacks and we can definitely expect
more of that over the next three days,” said
Froome,  the 30-year-old Sky leader.
Movistar had sent two riders up the road in
a breakaway to be used later  to help
Quintana and Valverde on the final climb.
“It was a very impressive ride by them to
have numbers in the finish there,” admit-
ted Froome. Tinkoff had planned a similar
tactic but it unraveled when Contador
crashed on the tricky descent off the Col
d’Allos.

Peter Sagan and Rafal Majka had gone
up the road in a breakaway and Australian
Michael Rodgers was also ahead of the
peloton ready to act as a bridge. “We made
a move and sent two guys out in the break
and then I made a move, a bit far out,”
explained Rodgers. “The idea was to have a
group of guys waiting for Alberto on the
top of the penultimate climb. It worked
out perfectly, we had Peter, Alberto and
then myself in that select group with Rafal
further ahead.  “Unfortunately, Alberto
slipped in one of the corners. There were a
lot of bumps and his front wheel slipped
and before we knew it  he was on the
ground.”

With Contador slipping out to 6min
40sec behind Froome, the Briton says his
Spanish rival will be doing nothing but
attacking from now on in .  “Alberto

Contador lost  more t ime in that f inal
descent with his crash and you can only
expect  him to attack in  the next  few
stages,” said Froome. The stage has seven

categorized climbs, making it ideal for a
breakaway and both Movistar and Tinkoff
are sure to have men in that. But the main
danger may come from the 21km long

hors  category Col  du Glandon.  Even
though it peaks just under 40km from the
finish, Froome can expect the fireworks to
ignite on the ascent.— AFP 

MONTREAL: South African Tim Clark is
looking forward to “a fun week” for his title
defense at the Canadian Open where he
hopes to put behind him a frustrating
2015 campaign that was derailed by
elbow surgery in February. Clark has
played in just two PGA Tour events since
then, and was forced to withdraw from
last week’s British Open at St Andrews in
Scotland due to visa problems. 

Canada, however, has always been a
welcome sanctuary for a golfer whose wife
hails from Toronto and he is delighted to
be at Glen Abbey Golf Club in Oakville,

Ontario this week after winning last year’s
Canadian Open at Royal Montreal. “I was
extremely proud of my win last year,”
Clark, 39, told reporters while preparing
for Thursday’s opening round. “Winning in
different countries means a lot to me as a
player, so that was definitely special. “Not
often do you have the opportunity of
coming back and defending any sort of
title, so this will be a fun week. I take pride
in winning a national championship like
this.  “I ’ve been fortunate to win the
Australian Open and the Scottish Open,
the South African Open and also here, so

I’m just missing a couple big ones,” he
grinned, in reference to the two majors-
the British Open and US Open. Clark had
major elbow surgery in 2011 which side-
lined him for most of that season, so he
has been encouraged by a much earlier
return to action this year after having a
similar procedure in February to repair a
torn tendon.

“This time I’ve only missed five months,
so I feel like I’ve been able to find my
game a lot quicker,” said the South
African, a double champion on the PGA
Tour. “Although the (left) arm doesn’t feel

a hundred percent right now, I know that
the right one feels great, so it’s just a mat-
ter of time before it (the left) feels good.
This is my third tournament back and my
game feels pretty good.” Clark, who
clinched last year’s Canadian Open by one
shot over veteran Jim Furyk, faces a strong
field that includes three players in the
world’s top 10 - third-ranked Bubba
Watson, Furyk (seventh) and Jason Day
(ninth).  A notable absentee will  be
American Brandt Snedeker, the 2013
champion at Glen Abbey, who has been
sidelined by a hip injury.— Reuters 

Clark targets ‘fun week’ for Canadian Open defense 

SAINT-JEAN-DE-MAURIENNE: Great Britain’s Christopher Froome (center), wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey,
rides in the pack past a lake during the 186,5 km eighteenth stage of the 102nd edition of the Tour de France cycling race
yesterday, between Gap and Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne, French Alps. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea’s two-time PGA Tour
winner Bae Sang-Moon will be changing
the driving range for a shooting range after
losing a court battle to defer his mandatory
two-year military service. Bae, 28, who
turned professional in 2004 and won his
first US PGA event in 2013, had asked to
delay his service to focus on his burgeoning
career, but a South Korean district court on
Wednesday ruled that he must return home
to serve.

Instead of appealing,  Bae told the
Yonhap news agency that he would
“humbly accept” the ruling. All able-bodied
South Korean men aged 18-35 must serve

in the military for about two years. Those
between 25 and 35 who have not yet com-
pleted their mandatory service require a
special permit to stay overseas. Bae’s per-
mit expired at the end of last year and the
court denied his application for an exten-
sion. “I decided that I can mature further as
a golfer by returning home as soon as I can
and complete my mandatory military serv-
ice,” he told Yonhap from Oakville, Ontario,
where he was preparing for this week’s
Canadian Open.

The South Korean district court ruled
that a conscript was not allowed to arbitrar-
ily schedule his entry into the military-even

if his professional career faces the risk of
being disrupted. South Korea’s armed
forces rely heavily on a compulsory military
service system, with conscripts-most in
their early 20s-accounting for the lion’s
share of its 690,000 active personnel. The
country remains technically at war with
North Korea as the 1950-53 Korean War
ended in an armistice instead of a peace
treaty, and dodging military service is a
serious crime punishable by imprisonment.
Exemptions are very rare, although sports
can offer a way out. Athletes winning an
Olympic gold medal, for example, are not
required to serve.—AFP 

S Korea’s Bae is in the army - now!

Cycling - Froome ‘pushed to limits’ by rivals’ tactics



ST PETERSBURG: Russian soccer authori-
ties need to do more to combat racism
and have so far failed to fully grasp what
it means, a United Nations official said
yesterday. Racism in the 2018 World Cup
host nation was thrown back into the
spotlight on Wednesday when the
Russian Football Union (RFU) rejected
allegations that Ufa midfielder
Emmanuel Frimpong was racially abused
by Spartak Moscow supporters.

The Ghanaian said he was subjected
to monkey chants during a Russian
Premier League season last Friday, where
he was sent off after he raised a finger to
the crowd in response. He was subse-
quently suspended for two Premier
League matches. “I don’t think there is a
total denial of racism in Russia but there

is certainly a lack of understanding by
officials in Russia of what racism is,” Yuri
Boychenko told Reuters after a FIFA press
conference. “The authorities here should
do more to stop it,” added Boychenko,
who heads the Anti-Discrimination
Section at the United Nations Human
Rights Office of the High Commissioner.

“Too often, officials in Russia only see
the problem from their point of view.
They do not stand inside the shoes of the
victim and see it from his point of view.”
During the press conference itself,
Boychenko said he believed the authori-
ties were beginning to recognize there
was an issue. “I believe the recognition is
coming,” he said. “It’s a behavioral prob-
lem and a societal problem, indeed in
Russia there is no clear understanding of

what racism means. “It’s not black and
white and white and black only; it’s
about the issue of ethnicities, religious
affiliation, culture, language and so forth.

More than 200 acts of racism were
committed by Russian fans between
2012 and 2014, according to a recent
report by the Sova Center, a Moscow-
based racism-monitoring group. Piara
Power, executive director of Football
Against Racism in Europe, said last year
that he believed an African team could
walk off the pitch during the World Cup
if they suffered abuse during a game.
The Ghana Football Association (GFA)
has already reacted angri ly  to the
Frimpong incident, saying the player
had been suffered to “vile” abuse and
that it “beats our imagination” that the

he was penalized.
FIFA announced in May that a new

system of match observers would moni-
tor incidents of racism and discrimination
at 2018 World Cup qualifiers, however
Russian domestic matches do not fall
under the jurisdiction. “If the RFU are in
need of our support, and I think they are,
then we can provide them with support,”
said Federico Addiechi, FIFA’s head of
sustainability, whose role includes dis-
crimination. “It would be naive and arro-
gant for us to come here and say were
are going to educate Russia. We are in no
position to do that, we have no need to
do that, we have no moral statue to do
that; it is our role to prevent incidents
happen in events under our responsibili-
ty.” —Reuters

Russian authorities fail to ‘understand racism’
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Hamilton and rivals 
try to refocus post

Bianchi funeral
BUDAPEST: Two days after attending the funeral of their col-
league Jules Bianchi, Formula One’s leading drivers gather
again yesterday to begin preparations for this weekend’s
Hungarian Grand Prix, the 10th race of a season dominated
by Mercedes and their dueling duo of defending champion
Lewis Hamilton and team-mate Nico Rosberg. Following
emotional scenes in Nice, where Frenchman Bianchi was laid
to rest after his death last Friday from injuries suffered in a
collision with a recovery vehicle at last year’s Japanese Grand
Prix, the mood in the paddock at the Hungaroring circuit,
north of Hungary’s capital city, is likely to be more subdued
than usual on the eve of F1’s mid-season ‘summer’ break. 

Both Briton Hamilton and German Rosberg, as well as
Rosberg’s compatriot four-time champion Sebastian Vettel,
were among many well-known Formula One personalities
who attended Bianchi’s funeral, an occasion that marked the
first death of an F1 driver as a result of a racing accident
since Brazilian Ayrton Senna in 1994. Bianchi was tipped to
become a Ferrari driver and enjoy an outstanding career.

Hamilton, who leads Rosberg by 17 points in this year’s
title race, is in pursuit of his third title, but made clear this
week he will have much more on his mind as he seeks to
extend that advantage on a sun baked, tight and demand-
ing track where he has traditionally shone in past seasons.
“Saying goodbye to Jules was incredibly hard for everyone,”
he said. “For myself, I wished I had known him better. But
from what I knew of him, he was a kind heart with a great
spirit and a bright future...”Now our sport embarks on a
tough road ahead,” he added, in quotes attributed to him in
a news release by Mercedes.

“We have made great progress for safety thus far and I
know that the FIA will continue to make steps forward to
improve even further.” Since Bianchi, 25, lost control of his
car in torrential rain at the Suzuka circuit and crashed last
October, the sport has reviewed many of its safety proce-
dures. Most notably with the introduction of a ‘virtual’ Safety
Car scenario to try and avoid any repeat. The ruling body,
the International Motoring Federation (FIA) has also retired
number 17, Bianchi’s racing number. Hamilton added: “I will
carry Jules with me in my prayers and thoughts, not only in
this race, but for the rest of my driving days. I know he’d
want us to race hard, as he did, and so I will.”

Rosberg, winner of three out of four races before the
British Grand Prix earlier this month, echoed his team-mate’s
thoughts. “It has been a very emotional week,” he said. “The
drivers paid our final respects to Jules and said farewell. He
was a very talented driver and a good guy. “My thoughts in
these days are with his family and close friends. Everyone
will be sharing the same feelings in the paddock this week,
but we must race on and race hard for Jules as he would
have wanted to be doing himself.” Much focus this weekend
will be on the emotional and mental stability of the drivers
who have appeared most affected by Bianchi’s death as
Ferrari plan to decorate their garage in a visual tribute to the
young driver they were grooming for stardom. —AFP

TORONTO: Men’s 100-meter dash winner Andre DeGrasse of Canada (3rd right) competes with Ramon
Gittens of Barbados (left) Antoine Adams of Saint Kitts (right) and Remontay McClain of the USA (2nd left)
during the 2015 Pan American Games in Toronto. —AFP

TORONTO: Canada’s Andre De Grasse and Jamaica’s Sherone
Simpson won their respective 100 meters finals at the Pan
American Games on Wednesday while St Lucia enjoyed a land-
mark moment at the multi-sport competition. De Grasse,
Canada’s newest sprinting sensation, took the men’s final in 10.05
seconds in front of his home crowd while three-times Olympic
medalist Simpson crossed the line in a season-best 10.95.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to compete at
home in front of relatives and friends,” De Grasse, who will
also compete in the 200m and 4x100m relay, told reporters. “I
feel like I’ve got my first senior national medal, and at home,
so that’s a great feeling.” Ramon Gittens of the Barbados fin-
ished second with a season-best 10.07 while Antoine Adams
of St Kitts and Nevis was third in 10.09, also his fastest of the
season. De Grasse emerged this year as Canada’s biggest
sprinting sensation since Donovan Bailey, who won the 100m
gold at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics with a then-world record
time of 9.84.

He has covered 100m in under 10 seconds three times this
year and is putting Canadian sprinting back on the map.
Simpson showed solid form in holding off Ecuador’s Angela
Tenorio (silver) and American Barbara Pierre (bronze) but felt
there was still work to be done before moving on to the
August  22-30 world athletics championships in Beijing. “I tried

to keep my composure and just ensure that I was relaxed in
the last 20 metres of the race,” said Simpson. “Now I just need
to get back to work and improve what I have to improve for
the world championships.” The United States held their lead in
the medals race by upping their gold medal tally to 76 and
201 overall. Canada were second with 64 gold and 173 overall.

‘Great honor’
Levern Spencer won the women’s high jump to give St.

Lucia their first gold medal in six appearances at the multi-
sport competition between countries from North America,
Latin America, South America and the Caribbean. Spencer,
who represented her country in the last two Olympics, cleared
1.94m to secure the gold ahead of Antigua and Barbuda’s
Priscilla Frederick and Barbados’ Akela Jones. “No other St
Lucian has ever won a gold at a Pan Am so it’s a great honor
and I’m just happy to get a gold medal for my country,”
Spencer, who won a bronze medal at the 2007 Pan Ams in Rio
de Janeiro, told reporters. Waterski and wakeboard, one of the
eight Pan Am sports not part of the Olympics program, had its
day in the spotlight as the first medals were awarded. Chile’s
Felipe Miranda won the men’s water ski overall event while
Canada’s Whitney McClintock won gold in the women’s com-
petition. —Reuters

De Grasse wins 100m title as 
St Lucia strikes Pan Am gold

US lead with 76 gold medals
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NEW YORK: Sean Davis scored twice in
the second half as the New York Red
Bulls upset Chelsea 4-2 in the reigning
English Premier League champions’ first
game of their pre-season US exhibition
tour. The Red Bulls scored four times in
the second half against mighty Chelsea
FC on Wednesday despite using a roster
made up of mostly of young develop-
mental players. They were also coming
off a quarter-final loss less than 24 hours
earlier to the Philadelphia Union in the
US Open Cup competition. 

New York head coach Jesse Marsch
went with a youthful lineup and it paid
off as midfielder Davis scored in the
73rd and 77th minutes and 16-year-old
Tyler Adams scored in the 70th minute.
Franklin Castellanos scored in the 51st
minute for the Red Bulls, who were
playing Chelsea for the first time. Loic
Remy in the 26th minute and Eden
Hazard in the 75th scored for Chelsea,
who are on a three-game tour of North
America. Chelsea field vastly different
sides in each half as just three players
played the full 90 minutes.

It was a difficult Chelsea debut for
goalkeeper Asmir Begovic, who came

on in the second half. The Blues were
without stars Willian and Juan

Cuadrado as they were both resting
after competing in the Copa America

tournament. Davis was in the right
place at the right time on both of his
goals in front of a crowd of 24,000 at
the Red Bull Arena. He blasted a right
footed a shot from the center of the
box in the 73rd minute to the top left
corner to make it 3-1. Just four minutes
later he got his second on a poor clear-
ance by a Chelsea defender. This time
he hammered a left foot shot into the
bottom right corner past Begovic to
make it 4-2.

Sandwiched in between Davis’
markers was a goal by Chelsea’s Hazard,
who pulled one back by scoring
through a maze of players from just
outside the box. Adams, who was mak-
ing his Red Bull debut after playing
mainly with the under-17 team, gave
New York their first lead of the game, 2-
1, with a header that beat Begovic after
a nice cross from Castellanos. Remy
opened the scoring for Chelsea with a
nice hesitation move that froze Red Bull
goalkeeper Kyle Reynish before placing
his shot into the top half of the net.
Chelsea’s next game is Saturday against
Paris Saint-Germain in Charlotte, North
Carolina. —AFP

Davis scores twice as Red Bulls stun Chelsea

NEW JERSEY: Chelsea’s midfielder Nemanja Matic (right) and the
New York Red Bulls midfielder Colin Heffron vie for the ball during
their International Champions Cup match at the Red Bull Arena in
Harrison, New Jersey, on July 22, 2015. New York Red Bulls defeated
Chelsea 4-2. —AFP

MELBOURNE: New signing Fabian
Delph will play for Manchester City in
today’s pre-season match with Real
Madrid in Melbourne while Edin Dzeko
may be on his  way out,  manager
Manuel  Pel legrini  said yesterday.
Delph is expected to get a run along
with City’s record signing Raheem
Sterling against the 10-time European
champions in the final game of the
International Champions Cup at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. “We are
near to the start of the Premier League
so I think that the senior players will
have more minutes than the last game
and I think Delph will be involved,”
Pellegrini told reporters.

England midfielder Delph left Aston
Villa this week to sign a five-year con-
tract with City. “Edin didn’t play the
last game as it’s not clear if he will con-
tinue here or not but he is still working
here with the whole squad.” Bosnia’s
Dzeko played no part when City beat
Italy’s AS Roma on penalties at the
MCG on Tuesday, with Pellegrini con-
firming that it was a result of the trans-
fer negotiations. Midfield colossus
Yaya Toure said Manchester City must
aspire to the standards of Real Madrid
and they will get their chance against
the Spanish giants in Melbourne.

The Ivorian said City has had a mas-
sive boost with the addition of Sterling
and Delph in the off-season and they
were keen to bounce back after finish-
ing runners-up to Chelsea in the
defense of the title they won in 2014.
“The target we have to reach (is) the
level of Real Madrid and Barcelona,” he
said. “We’ve signed some great players
this year - Sterling and Delph - we will
welcome them and we hope they will
give us a massive boost this year.” “We

need to bounce back and to support
our fans - they have supported us for
long years and we want to make them
proud.”

Pellegrini, a former manager at Real
Madrid, was looking forward to City
facing the Galacticos before an expect-
ed 95,000 full house at the MCG.  “It’s
always special to play against Real
Madrid, especially because of the way
the fans supported me when I left,” he

said. “We are in pre-season and it’s
friendly but the fans deserve to see a
good game, so I’m sure Real Madrid
and us will play a good game. “I have a
lot of trust in the squad. All of us want
revenge for what happened last sea-
son. “I think the whole squad has the
real motivation to win the EPL title and
we will see that for the whole season. “I
am absolutely sure that we are going in
the competition at a high level.” —AFP

Delph to start for Man 
City; Dzeko could leave

Robinho, Paulinho
perk up China’s
Brazilian blend

GUANGZHOU: Luiz Felipe Scolari says he has stuck to a simple
mantra since joining forces with Chinese powerhouses
Guangzhou Evergrande in a shock move last month: go with
what you know. Hence the distinctive Brazilian flavor at the club
now as the talents of superstars Paulinho and Robinho have
been quickly snapped up by the World Cup-winning manager
as he plots to further the reach of China’s top club across Asia
and beyond. “This is a successful club and we want that success
to continue,” said Scolari. “That’s why we are recruited players
we know can help us improve and the Brazilian style of these
two players bring with them will do that,” added the man who
guided Brazil to World Cup glory in 2002.

Paulinho has already made a positive impression on
Guangzhou fans since the 26-year-old midfielder signed for
the club on June 29 as a 14 million euro ($15.2 million) recruit
from Tottenham Hotspur after two seasons with the London
club. Fans will get their first taste of Robinho’s distinctive style
Thursday night when the 31-year-old former Real Madrid,
Manchester City and AC Milan frontman takes to the pitch
against Bayern Munich in the last of the German champions’
three-match pre-season tour of China. The pair join compatri-
ots Ricardo Goulart, Elkeson, Alan Carvalho and Rene Junior on
the books at Guangzhou, winners of the past four Chinese
Super League (CSL) titles as well as the Asian Champions
League in 2013.

Robinho’s task
Robinho only jetted into China Tuesday, arriving on a free

transfer from Santos, and Scolari said whatever the striker does
Thursday will be improved upon as he gets back up to match
fitness. “He has a job to play here and I know what he is capa-
ble of. The players here can learn from him,” said Scolari, who
left the player out of his Brazil squad for the 2014 World Cup
when his side were humiliated 7-1 in the semi-final by a
Germany side containing several Bayern players. 

Scolari’s signings are yet another indication of the financial
clout now wielded by clubs plying their trade in the hugely
popular Chinese Super League where Guangzhou Evergrande
average more than 40,000 spectators per home match at their
Tianhe stadium. This season alone has seen the likes of inter-
national stars Tim Cahill (Shanghai Shenhua), Demba Ba
(Shanghai Shenhua) and Asamoah Gyan (Shanghai SIPG)
arrive in China on lucrative deals involving tens of millions of
dollars. —AFP

US defeat Japan 3-0 at 
FIVB Grand Prix Finals

OMAHA: Going with the friends and family game plan benefited the United
States Wednesday night at the FIBV World Grand Prix Finals. Karsta Lowe and
Kelsey Robinson combined for 22 kills to lead the Americans to a three-set vic-
tory over Japan. The United States won 25-12, 25-15, 25-18 before a crowd of
5,105 at CenturyLink Center. The tournament continues through Sunday. The
Americans get precious few opportunities to play top-tier international com-
petitions on United States soil; the last one was the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.  

Instead of letting the pressure of playing in front of so many familiar faces
be a hindrance, US head coach Karch Kiraly is making the most of this unique
opportunity.  “We’re embracing a rare chance for family and friends to cheer
us on,” Kiraly said. “We’re building in some family time every day, but we also
have a job to do.” The Americans did that job against Japan. Robinson, one of
three former University of Nebraska players on the US roster, got things start-
ed for the Americans with six kills in the first set rout with a relatively young
lineup. “It was nice to be able to do that in front of friends and family,”
Robinson said. 

“This is what we’ve been starting with pretty much the whole tournament.
It’s a testament to how deep our bench is.”After falling behind by three in the
second set, the US flipped an 8-6 deficit into a 10-8 advantage and gradually
pulled away. Lowe finished the second set with back-to-back kills to finish the
first two sets with 11 kills. Foluke Akinradewo and Kimberly Hill both had six
kills apiece, with Akinradewo getting several of hers late in the third set. In
Wednesday’s first two matches, Brazil defeated China 23-25, 25-20, 25-16, 25-
14 before Russia swept Italy 26-24, 28-26, 25-19. Yesterday the United States
played Italy after Brazil faces Russia and Japan plays China. —AP
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MELBOURNE: Manager Rafael
Benitez said yesterday he is “100 per-
cent” confident skipper Sergio
Ramos will stay at Real Madrid amid
fevered speculation linking him with
Manchester United.  Spain interna-
tional Ramos has been linked to
United in a swap deal with Spanish
goalkeeper David De Gea, but
Benitez made it clear the defender
was going nowhere. “It’s very simple,
De Gea is not our player so nothing
to say about him,” he told reporters
ahead of Real Madrid facing

Manchester City in the final match of
the International Champions Cup in
Melbourne on Friday.  “The update
about Sergio Ramos is that he is our
player and he’s a key player for us.

“He’s the captain and I would like
to see him at the beginning of the
season because I think he will be cru-
cial for us in the season.”Yes, for me
100 percent (staying). I insist that it is
clear for both me and the club that
Sergio will be here. “Football is a curi-
ous world, but Sergio will be playing
for us this season,” he added.  “I have

a lot of respect for (Manchester
United manager) Louis van Gaal, but
Sergio will stay with us.” Reports have
said Manchester United want to use
Real Madrid’s interest in De Gea in an
attempt to sign Ramos, believing the
defender was keen to move after the
Spanish club failed to offer him an
extension to his contract, which
expires in 2017.

Ramos scored Real’s injury-time
equalizer in their Champions League
final win over Atletico Madrid in 2014
and has made 445 appearances for

the club since joining from Sevilla in
2005. He has 128 caps for Spain and
was in the starting line-up when they
won Euro 2008, the 2010 World Cup
and Euro 2012. Croatia midfielder
and team-mate Luka Modric said
Ramos was an important part of the
team. “We hope that he stays. He’s a
very important part of the team. He’s
our captain, our leader, both on and
off the pitch and he’s happy where
he is,” Modric said. “He’s the best
defender and he wants to stay at the
club.” —AFP

Benitez says Ramos ‘100 percent’ staying at Real

MONTERREY: Mexico’s Tigres Francisco Torres (right) vies for the ball with Brazil’s International Valdivia
during their Libertadores Cup semi-final second leg football match at the Universitario Stadium in
Monterrey on July 22, 2015. —AFP

MONTERREY: Tigres became the third Mexican side to reach
the Libertadores Cup final on Wednesday when they over-
came a first leg deficit to beat Internacional 4-3 on aggregate
and advance to a showdown against Argentina’s River Plate
next week. “This is a competition I’ve always dreamed about
and what we did today is one of the greatest moments of my
career,” midfielder Javier Aquino told reporters. “Now we have
the important step and the team has to take it.”

The Mexicans won the one-sided encounter 3-1 but were
already ahead on the away goals rule as early as the 18th
minute when French international Andre-Pierre Gignac rose to
head home a cross from the right to level up the tie at 2-2.
Tigres doubled their lead five minutes before the break when
Inter left-back Geferson’s miscued clearance flew past his own
goalkeeper from 20 yards out. Former Internacional striker
Rafael Sobis then had a penalty saved shortly after the break
but the reprieve was short-lived as Egidio Arevalo Rios’s diving
header made it 3-0 for the hosts after 55 minutes.

Inter, winners of the tournament in 2006 and 2010, did
grab a consolation goal through Lisandro Lopez in the 88th
minute but were unable to find the goal that would have seen
them advance on away goals in the little time that remained.

“They were very strong physically and very skilful, we knew it
would be hard and we just couldn’t find space,” Inter midfield-
er Alex told television reporters, over the sound of fireworks
and mariachi bands celebrating the win. “They got the first
goal and gained in confidence and we were a bit slow in the
opening period, but they were the better side here.” Managed
by Brazilian-born Ricardo Ferretti, Tigres will play a River Plate
side who clinched their place in the final on Tuesday with a 3-
1 aggregate win over Guarani.

The Argentine team have won the Libertadores twice
before, in 1986 and 1996 while no Mexican side has ever won
the tournament since they were admitted to South America’s
version of the Champions League in 1998. “It is another diffi-
cult rival just like Inter but anything can happen in a final
and I can tell you we will be very strong at home,” Tigres’
Brazilian full back Juninho said. The teams met twice in the
group phase and drew both encounters, 1-1 in Mexico and 2-
2 in Buenos Aires. Because Tigres are part of the CONCACAF
region, River Plate are guaranteed a Club World Cup berth in
Japan in December regardless of the result of the final as
representatives of  the South American Football
Confederation. —Reuters

Tigres maul Internacional 
to reach Libertadores final

Chile’s Vidal to 
swap Juventus 

for Bayern
BERLIN: Chilean international midfielder Arturo Vidal is
set to join Bayern Munich in the coming days, subject
to a medical, according to the German champions’
president Karl-Heinz Rummenigge. Bayern are set to
pay around 35 million euros (£24.6m; $38.5m dollars)
for the 28-year-old Juventus star who will leave the
Italian champions after four successful years. “I can
confirm that there is an agreement between the two
parties (Bayern Munich and Juventus). He still needs a
medical but if everything goes as planned, he should
be training with us next week,” said Rummenigge from
Bayern’s tour of China, according to the SID sports
news agency.

It’s a return to Germany for Vidal who played for
Bayern’s Bundesliga rivals Bayer Leverkusen for four
years from 2007 to 2011, scoring 21 goals in 144
appearances. Vidal’s good form for Leverkusen con-
vinced Italian giants Juventus to pay 10.5 million euros
to bring him to Turin, where he earned plaudits for his
energetic displays and superb passing skills. The
Chilean scored 48 goals for the Old Lady in 171 appear-
ances, which has persuaded Bayern to part with big
money to bring him to the Allianz Arena. Bayern man-
ager Pep Guardiola targeted Vidal as a replacement for
Germany captain Bastian Schweinsteiger who left for
Manchester United in a 25 million-euro deal last week. 

Vidal, who started his career at Colo Colo in his
native Chile, leaves Juventus after a magnificent
2014/15 which saw him win a fourth-straight Serie A
title, the Coppa Italia and finish as a runner-up in the
Champions League after the final defeat to Barcelona.
He was also a key member of the victorious Chile side
which won a first Copa America title earlier this month
after beating Argentina in a penalty shootout in
Santiago. Vidal, though, was the centre of controversy
during the tournament after crashing his Ferrari in the
Chilean capital under the influence of alcohol. The mid-
fielder subsequently avoided a trial but was banned
from driving for two years and forced to pay compen-
sation to another driver involved in the crash.  

The former Leverkusen player is currently on holiday
in Miami, but is expected to complete his move to five-
time European champions Bayern by the end of the
week. He is the fourth big-name player to leave
Juventus this summer after the departures of Andrea
Pirlo (New York City), Angelo Ogbonna (West Ham
United) and Carlos Tevez (Boca Juniors), although the
Bianconeri have captured Sami Khedira, Mario
Mandzukic, Paulo Dybala and Simone Zaza.
Massimiliano Allegri’s men are also reportedly close to
signing Schalke’s 21-year-old Germany international
forward Julian Draxler. Vidal will be Bayern’s fourth
summer signing after the arrivals of Douglas Costa,
Joshua Kimmich and Sven Ulreich. —AFP
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BUDAPEST: Sauber removed Brazilian
Felipe Nasr and Sweden’s Marcus Ericsson
from any speculation about their immedi-
ate Formula One futures by announcing
today that both will race for them again
next season. Some media talk had already
linked 22-year-old Nasr, who has been
impressive in his rookie season, to former
champions Williams should Valtteri Bottas
move to Ferrari as Kimi Raikkonen’s replace-
ment.

“We are pleased about the extension of
the contracts with Marcus and Felipe,”
Sauber principal Monisha Kaltenborn said

in a statement at the Hungarian Grand Prix,
the 10th of 19 races this season. “This early
point in time shows that the drivers and the
team are sure they are heading in the right
direction... Both have shown solid perform-
ances, gained experience and learnt quick-
ly,” she added. “We enjoy having them in
the team and they give it a positive boost.”
Nasr, a former Williams reserve driver, has
made a strong start in Formula One and fin-
ished fifth on his debut in Australia.

He has scored points in three of the nine
races so far. “It is great to be driving another
season for the Sauber F1 team,” he said.

“The extension to the contract... is an impor-
tant step in my career.” Ericsson, 24, made
his debut with now-defunct Caterham in
2014 but scored his first points in Formula
One with Sauber in Australia, where he fin-
ished eighth. The Swede also scored a point
in China. “I am getting to know everyone
within the team more and more, and feel I
am being appreciated as a valuable driver,”
said Ericsson, who like Nasr brings impor-
tant funding to a team that has struggled
financially and is still fighting for its future.

Raikkonen is seen as the key to the
impending driver merry-go-round, with

Ferrari yet to decide whether to retain their
2007 world champion for one more season
alongside four times champion Sebastian
Vettel. Fellow-Finn Bottas has been tipped
to move to Maranello, although Ferrari are
sure to have other drivers on any shortlist. If
he does, there will be plenty of candidates
jostling for the vacancy at Mercedes-pow-
ered Williams. Champions Mercedes have
both double world champion Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg under contract
for next season and are in no danger of
being distracted by the increasing specula-
tion about who goes where.—Reuters

Sauber retain Nasr, Ericsson for 2016

ATLANTA: Panama coach Hernan Dario
Gomez felt like quitting and his counter-
part Miguel Herrera was embarrassed
when his Mexico side reached the CON-
CACAF Gold Cup final with a controver-
sial 2-1 extra-time win on Wednesday.
“I’m shocked. At one moment in the
match I thought of retiring from foot-
ball. I won’t because of the group (of
players) I have,” Colombian Gomez told
reporters after the defeat at the Georgia
Dome. 

“It’s the first time this has happened
to me, it’s hard, I was saying to myself ‘I
don’t want to carry on any longer in
football because this was a vile rob-
bery’,” added Gomez, who has coached
his home county and Ecuador at World
Cup tournaments. Panama, who were
reduced to 10 men after 20 minutes
when striker Luis Tejada was sent off for

raising his arm into the face of Francisco
Rodriguez, led 1-0 going into the last
few minutes thanks to a Roman Torres
shortly before the hour mark.

American referee Mark Geiger then
awarded Mexico a penalty, hotly con-
tested by Panama with play held up for
several minutes, after Torres had fallen
on the ball  in the area and was
adjudged to have handled when it
wedged under his body. Andres
Guardado converted that penalty and
another in the 105th minute to send
Mexico into Sunday’s final against
Jamaica, surprise 2-1 winners against
hosts the United States. “I’m very sad
and disillusioned because this damages
football badly, you can’t settle a final in
this way, it damages the tournament,”
said Gomez, who vowed to stay on and
steer Panama through the 2018 World

Cup qualifiers.
Herrera, whose side also benefited

from a controversial penalty to beat
Costa Rica 1-0 after extra time in their
quarter-final, said his team had been
lucky to be awarded the first penalty
and played their worst match in the
tournament. “The first (spot kick) was
not a penalty but that’s not my fault, the
fact is we didn’t deserve to win the
match because we didn’t play at all
well,” Herrera said. “That’s football and
it’s not ideal. The first wasn’t a penalty
but the chance fell to us and we made
the most of the circumstances (but)
we’re quite bothered to have won in this
manner, playing badly.” Panama face
outgoing champions the United States
for third place in Chester, Pennsylvania
tomorrow before Mexico meet Jamaica
in Philadelphia a day later.—Reuters

ATLANTA: Mexico’s Diego Reyes (center) heads the ball over Panama’s Valentin Pimentel during a CONCACAF Gold Cup
semifinal football match in Atlanta on July 22, 2015.  — AFP 

Reggae Boyz stun US 2-1 
to reach Gold Cup final

ATLANTA: Jamaica’s “Reggae Boyz” delivered defending cham-
pion United States a humbling 2-1 defeat Wednesday, becoming
the first Caribbean squad to reach the Gold Cup final by shocking
the heavily favored hosts. After Jamaican defenders disrupted US
attacks for the first half hour, Darren Mattocks nodded home the
first goal in the 31st minute and Giles Barnes scored on a free kick
in the 36th-set up by a controversial violation on US goalkeeper
Brad Guzan-to put Jamaica ahead 2-0 and signal an epic upset
was in the making at the sold-out Georgia Dome.

US captain Michael Bradley answered in the 48th minute but
the Americans never managed an equalizer against the stubborn
Caribbean backline and lost to a Jamaican side that was 1-13
with eight drawn in their prior matches. “We made history by
getting into the final. It shows what this team is capable of,”
Barnes said. “We’ve shocked a few people along the way but
we’ve not shocked ourselves. We don’t fear anybody. We put out
a great team.” On Sunday in Philadelphia, Jamaica will play for
the crown against six-time champion Mexico, which edged
Panama 2-1 in the other semi-final of the biennial North
American regional football championship.

“We cannot have a party now. We still have one more match,”
Jamaican coach Winfried Schaefer said. “Bob Marley comes after
the match.” In Jamaica, the late reggae legend’s music might be
playing all day and night until the match. “Just incredible. The
feeling right now is just insane,” Barnes said. “The phone hasn’t
stopped. Back in Jamaica there’s got to be a party on. It will be
even bigger when we lift the Cup on Sunday.” The five-time
champion Americans had won their past five Gold Cup semi-
finals but were undone by a Jamaican side that matched its best
runs in 1993 and 1998 just to make the last four. It was the first
Caribbean semi-finalist since Guadeloupe in 2007.

Bitter pill for USA
“The team is disappointed,” US coach Jurgen Klinsmann said.

“I cannot complain about the performance of the team. They
kept pushing, pushing, pushing. We had enough chances. We
had enough chances to put three, four, five in there and we
didn’t do it and that’s why we lost. “Congratulations to Jamaica
on making the final and we have to swallow that pill.”

A long throw from the left side found Mattocks, who out-
leaped two defenders and headed the ball in off the far post, and
the second goal came off a free kick set up when Guzan was whis-
tled for a throw with his foot outside the area. “In all of my years of
being professional, I don’t think I’ve seen that call,” Guzan said.
“Especially since seeing a still image of it-maybe (it was) an inch or
two.” Bradley called it “a head scratcher,” adding, “You don’t see it
very often. It’s not a call that I would be making if I were a referee.”
Barnes curved a free kick from just outside the penalty area over
the wall and into the upper right corner of the goal.

The US scored when Aron Johannsson blasted a shot that
Jamaican goalkeeper Ryan Thompson stopped but couldn’t
keep in his grasp. Clint Dempsey followed and spilled over
prone Thompson as the ball came loose and an onrushing
Bradley buried it into the back of the net. From there it was a
case of missed opportunities. Johannsson fired a free kick in the
51st minute that Thompson could not fully grip but
Johannsson headed the rebound over the crossbar. In the 57th,
Bradley fired a hard outside shot that bounced off Thompson’s
chest, deflected off the goalpost to his right and out of danger.
“The luck was not with us but maybe we were not clinical
enough as well,” Klinsmann said. “We saw a lot of good stuff
but it’s the goals that matter.”— AFP 

Panama yells ‘robbery’ 
after loss to Mexico

Mexico embarrassed after controversial win
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TORONTO: Flavia Lopes
Saraiva of Brazil  
competes on the beam
during the womenís
artistic gymnastics 
apparatus final at the
Pan American Games in
Toronto, Canada. — AFP 

Reggae Boyz stun US; 
book Gold Cup final
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