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Taylor Swift led nominations for the MTV Video Music
Awards, but quickly was embroiled in controversy
when rapper Nicki Minaj suggested she was passed

over because of racial bias. The premier music video event
announced Tuesday that Swift was in the running in nine
categories for two hits from her blockbuster album “1989.”
The host of the August 30 gala in Los Angeles will be singer
Miley Cyrus, who at the 2013 awards stripped down to a
flesh-colored bikini and twerked with Robin Thicke-adding
to her notoriety but also bringing the bottom-thrusting
dance move into the mainstream.

Minaj, one of the top female stars in hip-hop, criticized
MTV’s choices and hinted that she was ignored for Video of
the Year as she is a fulsome African American woman. She
noted that her video for “Anaconda”-which is dominated
by twerking broke what was then a record for first-day
views and turned into a popular meme for Halloween cos-
tumes. “When the ‘other’ girls drop a video that breaks
records and impacts culture they get that nomination,” she
wrote on Twitter. “If your video celebrates women with very
slim bodies, you will be nominated for vid of the year,” she
tweeted. “Black women influence pop culture so much but
are rarely rewarded for it,” she wrote. “Anaconda” was nomi-
nated in three categories including Best Female Video and
Best Hip-Hop Video.

Swift tries to defuse row 
Swift broke Minaj’s first-day view record with “Bad

Blood,” in which the 25-year-old pop superstar appears as
an action hero with a bevy of fellow stars including actress
Jessica Alba and model Cindy Crawford. Swift, who has cast
herself as a feminist, responded to Minaj by inviting her to
share the stage if “Bad Blood” wins for Video of the Year.
“I’ve done nothing but love and support you. It’s unlike you

to pit women against each other. Maybe one of the men
took your slot,” Swift tweeted. Minaj said she was baffled by
Swift’s comments and urged her to speak out on portrayals
of African American women. Two African American artists
were nominated for Video of the Year-pop diva Beyonce
and rapper Kendrick Lamar.

Beyonce was nominated in a total of five categories for
“7/11,” in which the famously slender singer dances in loca-
tions including a hotel balcony, a bathroom and in front of
a Christmas tree. English singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran was
nominated in six categories including Video of the Year for
“Thinking Out Loud,” which shows him ballroom dancing.

Echo of Grammys controversy 
In addition to “Bad Blood,” Swift was nominated in two

categories for “Blank Space,” in which she plays a romantic
villain feuding with a lover at a mansion. “Blank Space” is
the fourth most-viewed video ever on YouTube, with more
than one billion views. The racial dynamics of the nomina-
tions mirrored a debate at the latest Grammys where critics
questioned the four nominations given to white Australian
rapper Iggy Azalea, although she ultimately went home
empty-handed.

Rapper Azealia Banks was especially outspoken against
Azalea, accusing her of exploiting African American cul-
ture. Banks offered further commentary Tuesday, saying
that she deserved both Grammys and Video Music Awards.
“But I’ll never get one because America doesn’t like opin-
ionated black women,” she tweeted. — AFP

Rapper Minaj blasts MTV
awards as Swift leads nods

Singer Taylor Swift performs during her ‘1989’ world tour
at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ. — AP photos

Nicki Minaj performs at the 2015 Hot 97 Summer Jam at
MetLife Stadium, in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

Katy Perry has amassed millions of fans around the
world, but her failure to win over two elderly nuns is
creating an unholy battle. The pop singer wants to

turn a former convent into her home. The sprawling hillside
Italianate complex valued at $15 million is situated near the
hip Los Angeles neighborhood of Silver Lake. But two nuns
are having none of it. In the latest legal salvo, the two sisters
challenged the authority of the archdiocese to sell the prop-
erty.

The motion dated Monday accused the archdiocese of
unilaterally changing the bylaws of the convent, known as
the California Institute of the Sisters of the Most Holy and
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The suit said
that two of the five remaining sisters, who range in age from
77 to 88, were chosen to have “sole authority to amend the
institute’s bylaws, elect officers and sell the assets of the insti-
tute.” Perry has visited the nuns, reportedly singing for them
and telling them that she hopes to live on the property with
her mother and grandmother.

But the two nuns remain opposed to the sale to Perry,
who grew up in a born-again Protestant Christian household
but has become both a sex symbol and vocal advocate for
gay rights. Perry’s hits include sultry numbers such as “I
Kissed a Girl” and “Teenage Dream.” Sister Rita Callanan, 77,
recently told the Los Angeles Times that she found Perry’s
videos online and “if it’s all right to say, I wasn’t happy with
any of it.”

Callanan and Sister Catherine Rose Holzman, 86, instead
signed to sell the property to restaurateur Dana Hollister. The
archdiocese countered that Hollister offered only $44,000
upfront with no promise to make payments to the aging sis-
ters for another three years. The archdiocese said that the
three other remaining sisters supported the sale to Perry.
The five sisters no longer live in the former convent, which
was once the home to more than 100 nuns. “The archdio-
cese is committed to the care and well-being of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters now and in the future,” it
said in a statement. “That is our obligation as directed by the
Holy See, which will have the final approval over any sale of
the property.”—AFP

Actor-singer Tyrese Gibson’s latest album, “Black Rose,”
was the No. 1 seller in the week ending July 16, which
marked the official shift of the international album

release day to Friday. As of July 10, new albums were no
longer being released on Tuesdays, as they traditionally had
been in the US. The new Friday release date has been adopted
by more than 45 countries in an effort to make the music
industry more globally unified as well as to reduce piracy.
Tyrese’s “Black Rose,” one of the inaugural Friday releases,
moved 77,000 units in its debut, according to data from
Nielsen Music. Tyrese has released seven studio albums,
beginning with a self-titled debut in 1998. The singer has also
found success on the bigscreen, most recently starring in the
massively successful “Furious 7.” He and Rev. Run recently
announced that they will host a relationship talk show on
OWN.

The singing tots behind the “Kidz Bop” series also celebrat-
ed the start of new music Fridays with a bang. “Kidz Bop 29”
debuted at No. 4, moving 38,000 units. The collection of kid-
friendly covers includes renditions of Ellie Goulding’s “Love Me
Like You Do” (off the “Fifty Shades of Grey” soundtrack, no less)
and Wiz Khalifa’s “See You Again” from “Furious 7.” R5, another
young-skewing outfit, also had a big debut. “Sometime Last
Night,” the rock band’s second studio album, moved 31,000
units in its release week, good for a No. 6 start. The Ross
Lynch-led quintet’s first album, 2013’s “Louder,” peaked at No.
24 on the chart.

Week of competition
Taylor Swift was the dominant holdover of the week, com-

ing in at No. 2 with 55,000 copies of “1989” moved. The smash
album has been on the chart for 37 weeks. Swift’s clout con-
tinues to grow; the country-to-pop transplant was nominated
for a handful of MTV Video Music Awards for her “Bad Blood”
and “Blank Space” vids. Rapper Meek Mill’s “Dreams Worth
More Than Money” slid to third place after debuting at No. 1
the week before. Mill’s latest moved 53,000 units, down 82%
from its premiere. Only one other rap album cracked the top
10: Drake’s “If You’re Reading This, It’s Too Late” popped up
from No. 13 to No. 9, moving 20,000 units 22 weeks after its
release.

Guitar-driven acts Ed Sheeran and Sam Hunt finished in
fifth and seventh places, respectively. Sheeran’s “X,” which
dropped 55 weeks ago, moved 34,000 units, down 42%.
Sheeran also picked up a number of VMA nominations for vids
“Thinking Out Loud” and “Don’t.” Hunt’s “Montevallo,” more
country-leaning than Sheeran’s set, sold 30,000 units, down
33%. Current pop titans Meghan Trainor and Maroon 5 com-
plete the top 10 for the week. Trainor’s “Title” sold 22,000 units,
down 39% in its 26th week of competition, while Maroon 5’s
“V” moved 19,000 units, down 47%. Both acts received the
Kidz Bop treatment on the latest installment. — Reuters
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Actor Theodore Bikel, who originated the
stage role of Captain von Trapp in “The
Sound of Music” but was best known for

starring as Tevye, the poor Jewish milkman, in the
Broadway hit musical “Fiddler on the Roof,” died
on Tuesday at age 91. A native of Vienna, Austria,
who grew up in British-controlled Palestine and
became a US citizen in 1961, Bikel died of natural
causes at a Los Angeles hospital, his publicist,
Harlan Boll, said in a statement. Bikel began his
celebrated run as Tevye in 1967 after Zero Mostel
had originated the role. He went on to perform
the part of the struggling Jewish dairyman, and
such memorable songs as “Tradition” and “If I
Were a Rich Man,” in excess of 2,000 times, more
than any other Broadway actor.

The musical, set in the fictional Jewish shtetl,
or settlement, of Anatevka in 1905 czarist Russia,
is based on a series of stories by Yiddish author
Sholem Aleichem, collectively titled “Tevye and
his Daughters.” It chronicles the joys and hard-
ships of Jewish life described in the opening
scenes by its protagonist as being as shaky as a
fiddler on the roof. The 1971 motion picture
adaptation starred Chaim Topol as Tevye.

By the time he launched his stint in “Fiddler,”
Bikel had already woven himself into the fabric of
the great American musical playing Captain
Georg Von Trapp, opposite Mary Martin, in the
original Broadway production of “The Sound of
Music.” The role, which paralleled his own family’s
escape from Austria following the German annex-
ation of their homeland in the 1930s, earned Bikel
his second Tony nomination in 1960. Two years

earlier he had been nominated for his work in
“The Rope Dancers.”

He was also the first to perform “Edelweiss,”
which was written specifically for Bikel, an accom-
plished folk musician, during final off-Broadway
tryouts of the “Sound of Music” when it was real-
ized his character was lacking a song of his own.
In the film version of the musical, Christopher
Plummer assumed the role of the captain, with
Julie Andrews starring as Maria. — ReutersRapper 50 Cent, ranked by Forbes as

one of hip-hop’s five richest artists,
downplayed his wealth on Tuesday

as he testified in court about his finances,
business deals and the media attention sur-
rounding his recent bankruptcy filing. The
multiplatinum-selling artist, born Curtis
Jackson III, appeared in Manhattan state
Supreme Court in a proceeding to decide
possible additional punitive damages in an
invasion-of-privacy lawsuit. A jury has
already ordered him to pay $5 million in
damages in a lawsuit brought by a woman
who said he didn’t have her permission
when he released a sex tape she made with
a boyfriend.

Questioned by an attorney for the
woman, Lastonia Leviston, the musician-
actor denied owning many luxury items -
including expensive cars and flashy jewelry
- saying he rents, borrows and leases
instead. “It’s a borrowed piece of jewelry
from the jeweler,” he told Leviston’s lawyer,
Philip Freidin, when asked about a photo of
a 65-karat ring he posted on his Instagram
account. Leviston sued the “Get Rich or Die
Tryin’” rapper after a 13-minute video
appeared online showing a wig-wearing 50
Cent crudely narrating and taunting his
rival Rick Ross, who was not in the video
but has a daughter with Leviston. At the
time the video surfaced, Ross and 50 Cent
were trading barbs via video, lyrics and
interviews.

Jackson has said Leviston’s then-
boyfriend gave him the 2008 tape and that,
while he didn’t actually post it online, the
boyfriend said she didn’t mind if he did.
“I’m sorry if you feel like I hurt you,” he told
Leviston, who was sitting in the gallery.
Days after the jury ordered he pay $5 mil-
lion, Jackson filed for personal bankruptcy
protection in Connecticut. That filing lists
his assets and liabilities between $10 mil-
lion and $50 million. On Tuesday, his
lawyer, James Renard, said he was worth
$4.4 million.

Under questioning from Freidin, Jackson
said he has been paid as much as $100,000
for appearing at a nightclub and in the
movie “Spy.” But he was less revealing
about how much he earned from various
partnerships, licensing agreements and
business deals with larger corporations
such as The Walt Disney Co, Intel and
Reebok. “You have to ask my accountant,”
he said when asked whether he earned
$100 million when vitaminwater was pur-
chased by The Coca-Cola Co. in 2007. The
40-year-old said he’d never done anything
to deny Forbes’ valuation of his net-worth
at $155 million.—AP
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Actor Theodore Bikel attends the 2013
TCM Classic Film Festival Opening Night
Gala screening of ‘Funny Girl. — AFP
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Curtis Jackson, aka 50 Cent, appears in Manhattan Supreme Court. —A P photos

American hip-hop star Chris Brown was
barred yesterday from leaving the
Philippines after a prominent religious

group alleged he reneged on an agreement
to perform at a 2014 concert. The 25-year-old
Grammy-winning R&B artist, who performed
in Manila on Tuesday, must satisfy the gov-
ernment there is no basis to file swindling
charges against him before he can depart, the
immigration bureau said. The influential
Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ), a conserva-
tive, indigenous Christian sect, alleged Brown
had failed to show up for a New Year’s Eve
concert at an Iglesia-owned indoor arena on
Manila’s northern outskirts last December 31.

Its chief operating officer Glicerio Santos
alleged in a letter shown to reporters by the
justice department that Brown and his
Filipino promoter defrauded the sect. “We
would appreciate any assistance you can pro-
vide to us... (against) producers and talents
who employ such fraudulent schemes to
obtain money from legitimate businesses in

the country,” Santos said in his letter to Justice
Secretary Leila de Lima. Earlier press reports
said Brown had explained he could not fly to
the Philippines for the Iglesia concert
because he had lost his passport.

Brown and his promoter could not be
reached for comment yesterday. The justice
department ordered Brown to obtain a gov-
ernment clearance stating he no longer has
any legal obligations in the Philippines, immi-
gration bureau spokeswoman Elaine Tan said
in a statement. Justice department officials
say its prosecutors are to study the Iglesia
complaint to determine if there is any basis to
file criminal charges against Brown and his
promoter. — AFP
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Chris Brown performs dur-
ing a free concert in Champ

de Mars, downtown Port-
au-Prince in Haiti. — AFP
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