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David Beckham is to star in Guy Richie’s ‘The
Man From U.N.C.L.E’. The 40-year-old retired
soccer star will appear in the action adven-

ture movie, directed by his pal Guy Richie and star-
ring Henry Cavill, about secret agents working to
stop criminals using nuclear weapons. A source said:
“He was very grateful to Guy for getting him a small
role and it was a great experience.” The Brit will
appear early on as he plays the part of a projection-
ist who reveals the mission for the main characters

in the film, set for release on August 1.  The insider
told The Sun newspaper: “Becks gets the plot going
and sets the scene for the rest of the movie.”He only
needed a day on set to film it so it didn’t take too
much time out of his schedule. “Guy thinks it’s great
Becks is involved. It would make great viewing see-
ing him pop up as random characters in future.
David was confirmed for the cameo following a
snap that wife Victoria, 41, posted on Twitter of him
pointing at a movie poster. Meanwhile, Guy Richie

told Access Hollywood: “He’s in the film. He’s in
there... He’s marginally disguised, but he’s in the
movie. I mean, once you know who it is, you’ll know
who it is!”

Beckham to cameo
in Guy Ritchie movie 

Christina Hendricks’

shock at mom role 

Christina Hendricks “froze” when she was asked to
play Charlize Theron’s mother. The ‘Mad Men’ star -
who is only three months older than her ‘Dark Places’

co-star - has admitted she sighed with relief when she real-
ized it was for a number of flashback scenes. She
explained: “I walked on set and they had just lost their oth-
er lead to play Charlize’s mom. They said ‘Would you con-
sider taking on this role?’ and I sort of just froze. “Yes [to
play her mom]... In flashbacks.” And the 40-year-old beauty
has admitted she has tried her best to be “professional” in
every job throughout her career. Recalling one of her first
days of work as an actress whilst on The Late Late Show
with James Corden, she shared: “I do remember one of the
first days at work. You have that hose and you’re trying to
be professional. My boss had a big painting of himself in
the salon and [the hose] slipped out of my hand. “[Water]
was on the client and on the painting. I was trying to get a
handle on it. It was one of those bad shampoo girl days ...”

Jake Gyllenhaal wants to become a director. The 34-
year-old actor has received critical acclaim for his per-
formance in front of the camera in various movies,

including ‘Southpaw’, ‘Nightcrawler’ and ‘Donnie Darko’, but
says he also has ambitions to helm a movie of his own.
Asked if he’d like to make the transition into directing, Jake
said: “Yes I would. It hasn’t come up yet. It’s starting to, but I
see how hard it is, and I see how many people think they
can do it. You really have to know what you want to say.
And you really have to be very prepared: not just in terms
of skill, but as a human, because it takes such patience. I
have more to learn, but I’d like to try my hand at it some-

day.” Meanwhile, Jake also revealed he weighs up a num-
ber of different factors before accepting a film role. Asked
if the director dictates whether he chooses to appear in a
film or not, Jake told Time Out magazine: “Sometimes it is,
and sometimes it’s the director, editor, cinematographer,
set designers, producers.”A movie is never made with just
one mind. I try and have the knowledge of every single
department, and what they’ve done.”

Gyllenhaal reveals 
directing ambition 

West for
Blake album 
Kanye West and Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon will feature

on James Blake’s new album. The 26-year-old musi-
cian has announced the ‘All Day’ rapper along with

singer/songwriter Justin will feature on his third studio
album, which he recently revealed will be called ‘Radio
Silence’. Questioned on whether the pair will appear on the
LP during an interview with Esquire magazine, he revealed:
“I can confirm that they’re on it. Kanye - I’m with him today.
We’d already started on something ... today we should nail
something down. If it doesn’t end up on the album you
know it hasn’t worked.” The record will be the follow-up to
James’ 2013 album ‘Overgrown’ which was nominated for
the prestigious Mercury Prize after receiving critical
acclaim on its release. It’s no surprise Kanye has finally
stepped into the studio with the electronic musician, hav-
ing previously invited him to collaborate after calling him
his “favorite artist”. However, last year the ‘Retrograde’
singer confessed it was tricky trying to arrange a track with
the rapper - who has two-year-old daughter North with
wife Kim Kardashian West - because Kanye insists on being
in the same room when he’s working with another musi-
cian. James explained: “You know, the way that I like to
work is bare bones and personal. I think because Kanye’s
such an accomplished producer, if I was to work with him,
then I think we could do something together, and just
together, you know?”

Will Young thinks Kanye West is “awful”. The ‘Pop
Idol’ winner has insisted he despises the
‘Bound 2’ rapper for his “audacious and opu-

lent” nature and refused to watch the star perform a
recent headline set at Glastonbury Festival. He blasted:
“I was at Glastonbury and I refused to see him. He’s
awful. What does he stand for? His arrogance com-
pletely over-runs him as a musician. He’s so audacious
and opulent. “It shows the worst of people who have
loads of money. Massive weddings, opulent engage-
ments. Who is this man? And why do we laud these
people?” And until the rapper reduces his “arrogance”,
the 36-year-old singer has no plans to listen to any of
the star’s music.  He added to BBC News: “I’m not inter-
ested in arrogance. It’s just a cover. “Get rid of the arro-
gance and show me the frailty. I won’t listen to his
music.” During the chat, Will shared his favorite albums,
with The Beatles’ ‘Revolver’ topping his list. Speaking
about the band’s 1966 album, he said: “It was a record
that was always played in my house from about the age
of 10. It was probably when CDs first came in - my folks
got ‘Revolver’ and ‘Abbey Road’ and we went away on
holiday to South Africa and played it in the house we
were staying in. “Every song was so different. I’d never
heard anything like it before - and never since, actually.
Paul McCartney is one of my favorite singers. He’s got

this brilliant vibrato - but he doesn’t rest on it. A Jazz
singer would use the vibrato a lot, but his projection is
quite straight. He passes through it.”

Will Young: Kanye West is ‘awful’ 

Lorde to judge
International Songwriting

Competition 

Lorde, Tom Waits and Kesha are set to judge the
International Songwriting Competition. The 18-year-
old ‘Royals’ hitmaker along with the iconic

singer/songwriter and ‘Tik Tok’ singer are among some of
the many high profile artists who will feature on the panel,
along with British band Bastille, Swedish DJ Avicii, R&B
vocal group Boyz II Men, 77-year-old legend Bill Withers,
‘Somewhere Only We Know’ singers Keane, dance-hall rap-
per Sean Paul and Run D.M.C.’s Darryl McDaniels. The annu-
al contest, which first launched in 2002, encourages song-
writers to create “something truly meaningful” by giving
away more than $150,000 in cash and prizes to the 68 win-
ners. As well as performers, music industry executives will
also have their say in judging across the 22 categories, with
CEOs from Atlantic, Epic, Sony Music Latin, Warner Bros,
and Concord Music Group set to appear alongside the
artists on the panel. The grand prize was won by Australian
musician Vance Joy earlier this year thanks to his catchy
tune ‘Riptide’, bagging him $25,000 in prize money and
$30,000 in merchandise and services. Other stars to have
previously won in the contest - which is open to both pro-
fessional and amateur songwriters - include Bastille, Gotye,
Kimbra, Passenger, King Charles and Lindsey Sirling.

Simon Cowell: I’d
have Leona back 

Simon Cowell wants Leona Lewis to return to
Syco. The ‘Bleeding Love’ hitmaker broke away
from the label last year following a number of

disagreements and instead signed to Island Records,
but after her new single ‘Fire Under My Feet’ flopped
in the charts, her old boss has reached out to the
estranged star with a potentially career-saving offer.
He said: “I have a real soft spot for Leona for so many
reasons. I’d say to her, and I genuinely mean this, that
the door will always be left open. “Any time she ever
thought, ‘I want to come back to Syco’ I’d welcome
her back with open arms. “When you’ve got talent as
good as this and a voice as good as that, with the
right song you can always have a hit.” And Simon
believes his “enemies” were partly to blame for the
open letter that Leona penned where she voiced her
“frustrations” with his label. He explained to The Sun
newspaper: “She was being wound up. That just was-
n’t her. And I think she now understands that once
you say something, it kind of creates your own
momentum, but probably not in the right way.” The
30-year-old star - who will release her fifth studio
album ‘I Am’ on September 11 2015 - won the third
series of ‘The X Factor’ in 2006 but recently revealed
she quit her record deal with Syco because she
wanted a more approachable boss. She said: “I want-
ed to go somewhere I had close personal relation-
ships, the sort of place where I could phone the boss
on a Sunday and ask him if one track - already fin-
ished - could have strings on it and he would not
only take my call but say, ‘Yes.’” 

McKellen turned
down Mission:
Impossible role 

Sir Ian McKellen only starred in the ‘Lord of the Rings’
and ‘X-Men’ movies because he turned down a role in
‘Mission: Impossible II’. The 76-year-old actor - who

appeared as Gandalf and Magneto, in two of the most suc-
cessful franchises of all time - has revealed the decision to
spurn the chance to appear in the action movie proved to
be a turning point in his career. He said: “I got offered a
part in ‘Mission: Impossible II’ with Tom Cruise, but they
wouldn’t let me see the whole script because I might have
spilled the beans. I only got my scenes.  “Well, I couldn’t
judge from reading just those scenes what the script was
like. So I said no. And my agent said, ‘You cant say no to
working with Tom Cruise!’ and I said, ‘I think I will’.” Sir Ian
said the decision proved to be a landmark moment for
him, opening the door for other opportunities. He told
PEOPLE: “The next day, Bryan Singer asked me to play
Magneto and then Peter Jackson asked me to play Gandalf,
and I said yes to both.”— Bang Showbiz


