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PARIS: FIFA needs reforms but they
should be proposed and implemented
not under embattled incumbent Sepp
Blatter but by his successor, former vice-
president Jordanian Prince Ali bin
Hussein told AFP yesterday.

The 39-year-old-who lost to Blatter in
the election in late May before the Swiss
dramatically announced he was stepping
down a few days later as a devastating
corruption scandal enveloped football’s
governing body-said the reform process
which has been set in train and due to be
looked at by a task force was simply “win-
dow dressing”.

Blatter announced on Monday an 11-
strong task force, with an independent
chairperson, would prepare reforms

including limits on terms for leaders,
tougher background checks on executive
committee members and the publication
of salaries of top officials.

Pressure to do something had piled
on FIFA by major sponsors following the
US authorities charging 14 people,
including three former FIFA vice-presi-
dents, of taking or giving millions of dol-
lars of bribes in return for football mar-
keting and television contracts.

Ali, though, believes that now is not
the time to start the process while the
old regime remains in place. “We need a
clear process, clear timelines, and a very
clear remit,” Ali said in a statement refer-
ring to the Reform Process sent to AFP.

“And all this should belong to the new

President. “Although reforms are wel-
come and much needed, they are the
mandate of the new President, not the
old one. “These reforms will be applicable
to the FAs and the new President, and
therefore they need to be part of his
mandate. “It is the role of the new
President to put in place the necessary
systems to implement the changes that
FIFA so desperately needs, not a Task
Force trying to rush this through in less
than 60 days.” Ali-who is likely to stand
again in the presidential election on
February 26 Jordanian FA vice-president
Sala Sabra told AFP in early June-said the
timeline suggested for reviewing the
reforms was too short to gain the input
of all the Football Associations globally.  

“I fully agree that a FIFA Task Force on
Reforms should be set up, but if this is to
work it needs to have the full buy-in of
the FAs,” said Ali.

“ The process needs to be clearly
defined and the FAs need to be given the
opportunity to have an input, but this is
being rushed through without any con-
sultation process and that’s where it’s
flawed. “How can this Task Force address
change in any meaningful way within
such a short timeline? There can be no
quick fix to issues that are clearly struc-
tural.”

Ali, half-brother to Jordanian King
Abdullah, said the make-up of the task-
force should be totally independent with
no links to FIFA.  “Any Task Force that real-

ly will have the clout to bring about such
vital  reform should be a totally inde-
pendent body, not from within the gov-
ernance structure of FIFA,” he said. “The
composition of the Task Force should be
about the quality of the contribution its
members can make, not the overall num-
ber of FAs that they have.

“Nor should it be a satellite of the cur-
rent Executive Committee with the
Confederation Presidents choosing the
representatives. “Having a neutral chair-
man is not enough to guarantee the
independence of this Task Force. “It
should be a truly independent group.
“The reform process needs to be far-
reaching and consultative. Window
dressing isn’t enough.”—AFP

Prince Ali backs reforms but not under Blatter

MALAYSIA: (From left to right) Liverpool football players James Milner, Jordan Henderson, CEO of Liverpool football club Ian Ayre, Manager
Brendan Rodgers, Malaysia XI team coach Dollah Salleh, Malaysia XI team player Tiago Junio De Aquino and teammate Mohammad Razman
Roslan pose for photographs after a press conference. Liverpool will play an exhibition match against Malaysia XI team tomorrow. —AP

MUMBAI: Former England defender Sol
Campbell believes a retired player would be the
ideal candidate to take charge of FIFA and lead a
successful cleaning up operation at the corrup-
tion-tainted world governing body.

Charges of racketeering, wire fraud and mon-
ey laundering are hanging over FIFA and outgo-
ing president Sepp Blatter has seven months to
instigate reforms in response to the worst crisis
to hit the organisation in its 111-year history.

Blatter, who has not been accused of any
wrongdoing, was re-elected for a fifth term but
announced he would step down last month just
days after his victory at the FIFA Congress in
Zurich in the wake of a scandal that has
engulfed the body since the arrest of several
senior officials on the eve of the vote. When
asked if it was time for someone who has played
the game at the highest level to succeed Blatter
in February’s presidential election, Campbell
told Reuters that it was a logical course of action.
“There are lot of intelligent guys out there who
have played football... it’s just picking the right
character,” the former England and Arsenal skip-
per said in Mumbai, where he is attending the
launch of his former club’s new home and away

kits. “The right footballer with the right charac-
ter, they are good team builders. They have been
in pressure situations. They understand getting
deals and getting deals over the line.

“They have played around the world, they
have met a lot of people and they are used to
talking to people with different backgrounds.
That’s what you want.”

UEFA chief Michel Platini is regarded as one
of the most gifted players of his generation and
the former France captain is expected to garner
strong support should he decide to run for the
top job early next year.

EMPATHY NEEDED
The 40-year-old Campbell, who started his

career at Arsenal’s north London rivals
Tottenham, felt the person replacing the 79-
year-old Blatter should be comfortable in deal-
ing with all the stakeholders of the game.
“Someone who can shake a hand of someone
from the streets and shake a hand of a president
or a queen,” Campbell added.

“That’s what you want in that position, peo-
ple who have empathy for football and want to
bring football back to where it should be.”

Another issue needing to be tackled by the
next FIFA president is racism in Russia after Brazil
and Zenit St Petersburg forward Hulk was the
latest player to claim he was the target of racial
abuse by spectators in the country that will host
the 2018 World Cup.

Campbell, born in east London to Jamaican
parents, is himself no stranger to allegations of
discrimination and claimed in his biography that
he would have captained England more than
the three times he led the side if he had been
white.

However, the former central defender was
confident Russia would work hard to resolve the
issue. “Russia will have to do a lot of work on
that. Usually when you have competitions like
that (World Cup) it kind of allows the country to
focus and deal with their problems internally,”
added Campbell, who was capped 73 times by
England.

“Hopefully, the government and the foot-
ball association in Russia will start working
together to kind of appease the players and
take this out of the game. “If it (racism) does
happen, then it’s a big problem but I think
they should be fine.”—Reuters

England’s Campbell backs 
ex-player to clean up FIFA

ST PETERSBURG: Russian President Vladimir Putin
and FIFA’s president Sepp Blatter will put aside
their troubles when they take centre-stage and
kick-off the countdown to the 2018 World Cup on
Saturday. Putin has been cast as a villain in the
West because of Russia’s military involvement in
Ukraine, while Blatter’s presidency is ending next
year in the wake of a huge scandal over alleged
FIFA corruption. But any doubts that Russia will
host the World Cup because of alleged vote-rig-
ging in their winning bid five years ago now
appear irrelevant, with huge construction pro-
grammes going on in all 11 venue cities and this
draw heralding the official start of the countdown
to the finals in 2018.

A worldwide TV audience of around 100 million
people in 170 countries will watch as the two men
open proceedings at the draw for the qualifying
round of the competition which has involved 206
of FIFA’s 209 member nations.

Security at the Konstantin Palace, built in 1715
and now used as Russia’s National Congress Palace,
some 35 km (20 miles) outside St Petersburg, will
be re-doubled, not just because Putin is attending,
but also because Blatter was the target of a stunt at
FIFA headquarters on Monday when he was show-
ered with fake money by a British interloper before
the start of a news conference.

RUSSIAN CULTURE
The draw has become something of an extra-

vangza in its own right. Played out against a back-
ground show of Russian culture, the real business
will be conducted by FIFA secretary general Jerome
Valcke, assisted by a number of FIFA ambassadors
including Brazilian international forward Hulk, who
plays for the Russian champions and local side
Zenit St Petersburg.

On Monday, Hulk spoke out against racism in
Russian soccer, but politics and controversies of all

kinds will take a backseat on Saturday when the
draws for preliminary round matches in Africa,
North & Central America and the Caribbean, South
America, Oceania and Europe are made.

For the first time, including hosts Russia, all 209
FIFA members entered the World Cup, and
although Zimbabwe and Indonesia were later
banned because of infringements, 183 countries
are still in contention to head to Russia and the 32-
team finals in three years time.

The qualifying competitions started earlier this
year in both CONCACAF and Asia so the third
round of the CONCACAF zone will be drawn, but
not the next round of the Asian competition as the
second round has not yet been completed.

There will  be plenty of attention on the
European qualifiers as ever, with world champions
Germany among the nine top European seeds
along with Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal,
Romania, England, Spain, Croatia and Wales,
among the top seeds for the first time.

Intriguingly Germany could be drawn in the
same group as Italy, who are in pot two, and are
the only country Germany have played more than
once in competitive matches and never beaten.

They have failed to beat them eight times,
including the 1970 World Cup semi-final in Mexico
which Italy won 4-3 yet acclaimed by German fans
in a nationwide poll in 1999 as their “match of the
century” even though they lost it. —Reuters

Putin, Blatter put troubles
aside for 2018 World Cup

ST.PETERSBURG: Men walk along a hall close to the Constantine (Konstantinovsky) Palace in St.
Petersburg where the Preliminary draw for the 2018 FIFA World Cup will be held on July 25. —AFP

CAF title-winning coaches
in key showdown

JOHANNESBURG: CAF Champions
League-winning coaches Kheireddine
Madoui and Diego Garzitto come face to
face this weekend in a crucial match day 3
encounter for their clubs.

Madoui guides title-holders Algerians
Entente Setif and Garzitto, whose glory
came with Democratic Republic of Congo
outfit TP Mazembe, steers Sudanese Al
Merrikh.

Setif were surprise winners of the mar-
quee African club football competition last
year with then 37-year-old Madoui becom-
ing the youngest coach to achieve the feat.

Widely travelled Italian Garzitto guided
Mazembe to glory in 2009 and his two-leg
final triumph, like that of Madoui, was
achieved via the away-goal rule.

Setif and Merrikh go into the Group B
showdown in Algeria level on three points
after two rounds of the six-matchday series
with both clubs winning and losing.

The defending champions slumped 2-1
at home to USM Alger and won 1-0 away to
Mouloudia El Eulma through a stoppage-
time own-goal in games against fellow
Algerian clubs.

Merrikh kicked off with a 2-0 home vic-
tory over Eulma and lost 1-0 away to USM
with a late Sudanese equaliser controver-
sially disallowed.  

A USM side coached by caretaker
Miloud Hamdi top the table on six points,
have two matches against struggling
Eulma ahead, and are looking good to win
the mini-league.

So, the pressure in on Setif and Merrikh,
with their back-to-back matches in Algeria
and Sudan likely to determine who
advances to the semi-finals with USM.

While Madoui and Garzitto naturally
want six points, both would probably be
satisfied with four from a home win and an
away draw. A concern for Setif are woeful
Champions League home results when it
comes to group games.

The Black Eagles have been victorious

just once in seven mini-league matches,
against Zimbabweans Dynamos five years
ago, drawn four and lost two.

Merrikh are equally dismal when it
comes to mini-league away results with a
draw and three losses, but the spirited
showing against USM will  encourage
Garzitto.

“Merrikh have been making early exits
from the Champions League for far too
long,” said the 65-year-old. “We achieved
our first goal this year by reaching the
group stage after a few scares and our next
ambition is a semi-finals place.”

What Setif and Merrikh desperately lack
are consistent scorers with no player from
either side managing more than two goals
from qualifying and group games. 

France-born El-Hedi Belameiri, whose
six goals last season made him joint lead-
ing Champions League scorer, has claimed
just one in Africa this year.

Another Champions League-winning
coach, Mohamed Youssef, takes charge of
Egyptians Smouha in the competition for
the first time when they host Group A
strugglers Mazembe.

Co-favourites with Setif for the 2015
title, the Congolese have failed to score in
draws at home to Sudanese Al Hilal and
away to Moroccans Moghreb Tetouan.

No goals in 180 minutes is not what club
president Moise Katumbi expects from an
expensively assembled squad of
Congolese, Ghanaian, Malian, Tanzanian
and Zambian stars coached by Frenchman
Patrice Carteron.

Group debutants Tetouan have fared
disappointingly after the mid-year transfer
abroad of leading scorer Mouhcine Iajour,
surrendering a two-goal lead to lose at
Smouha and failing to score when held by
Mazembe. However, a home victory over
impressive Hilal by at least two goals and a
draw between Smouha and Mazembe
would lift the Moroccans from the bottom
of the table to the top. —AFP

River Plate in
Libertadores final 

ASUNCION: River Plate came back from a
goal down to draw 1-1 with Guarani on
Tuesday and secure a 3-1 aggregate win
that takes them into their first Libertadores
Cup final since 1996.

Guarani, bidding to become the third
Paraguayan team in three years to reach
the final of South America’s equivalent of
the Champions League, took the lead in
the 61st minute when Fernando Fernandez
latched on to a cross after Marcelo Palau
had hit the post with a header.

The home side had chances to get the
second goal that would take the game to
penalties, but also left space at the back
and River took advantage in 78th minute
when they killed the tie off with a vital
away goal on the counter attack.

Substitute Fernando Cavenaghi put
Lucas Alario through and his lob from the
edge of the box bounced once before hit-
ting the roof of the net.

It was his first goal for the club since
signing at the start of the July and sent the
10,000 fans who had crossed the border
from Argentina into raptures.

“It was the most important goal of my
life,” the 22-year Alario told a television
reporter after the game. The win was also a
personal triumph for coach Marcelo
Gallardo, who played for the club the last
time they won the tournament in 1996.

“It’s enormously satisfying to play a
much-awaited Libertadores final again
after so long,” Gallardo said. “We had the
game under control.

“ Their  goal  came at  an impor tant
moment and they put us under pres-
sure but we knew how to handle it.” The
Buenos Aires club now await the result
of Wednesday ’s second semi-f inal  in
Mexico between Tigres and Brazil ian
club Internacional, who won the first
leg 2-1. —Reuters

ASUNCION: Luis De La Cruz of Paraguay’s Guarani falls on the pitch as he struggles
for control of the ball against Tabare Viudez of Argentina’s River Plate during a Copa
Libertadores semifinal soccer game. —AP


