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TORONTO: With no Usain Bolt or Justin Gatlin in
the field, Canadian sprinter Andre De Grasse
eased to a leisurely win in his opening heat of
the 100 metres at the Pan American Games on
Tuesday.

Trinidad and Tobago’s Kesston Bledman and
Americans Remontay McClain and BeeJay Lee all
slipped under 10 seconds in their heats but it
was De Grasse getting all the attention despite
running 10.06 as the athletics competition got
underway.

The 20-year-old emerged this year as
Canada’s biggest sprinting hope since Donovan
Bailey, who won the 100m gold at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics, when he became the first
Canadian since 1999 to run under 10 seconds
after he clocked 9.97 at the Pac-12 track and
field championships two months ago. He fol-
lowed that with a wind assisted run of 9.75 sec-
onds at last month’s U.S. collegiate champi-
onships in Oregon.

“You need to have the big performance when
it matters and Andre has proven that,” Tony
Sharpe, a 1984 Olympic sprinter who is one of
Canada’s top sprint coaches, told reporters.

“Before, he was kind of in the background but
now that’s it’s on him it’s going to be great to see
how he responds to that bit of pressure.

“Now you know who Andre De Grasse is, so
it ’s a little different and we’ll  see how he
responds, but I have a feeling that he’ll be just
fine.”

Canada was quick out of the blocks on the
opening day of the athletics competition picking
up gold medals from Shawnacy Barber in the
men’s pole vault and Elizabeth Gleadle in the
women’s javelin.

Matt Hughes then won the 3,000m steeple-
chase while Mohammed Ahmed took gold in
the 10,000m. The successful day in athletics,
however, was not enough to see Canada reel in
the United States at the top of the medal table.

The US continues to lead with 69 gold and
183 overall medals while the hosts remain in
second with 59 gold and 160.  Brazil are a distant
third on 32 and 110.

The US picked up just four gold on Tuesday
with Queen Harrison taking top spot in the
100m hurdles, Katharine Holmes in women’s
fencing epee, Paige McPherson in the taekwon-
do womens 67kg weight class and the table ten-
nis women’s team event.

Athletics delivered Jamaica’s first gold of the
Games with shotputter O’Dayne Richards pro-
viding the breakthrough. Colombian Caterine
Ibarguen, Olympic silver medallist in the triple
jump added Pan Am gold while Brazil’s Juliana
Paula Dos Santos won the women’s 5,000m.

But there was no gold for Brazil in beach vol-
leyball as Mexico beat the 2016 Olympic hosts in
the men’s competition and Argentina beat Cuba
in the women’s final. —Reuters

TORONTO: Winning Pan American Games
medals in a soccer stadium car park was still
a thrill for Brazilian beach volleyballers on
Tuesday but the dream of playing at next
year’s Rio Olympics on the sacred sands of
Copacabana remains the ultimate goal.

The atmosphere inside the temporary
arena pulsated with a beach volleyball vibe
but competing beside the home of Major
League Soccer’s Toronto FC hardly comes
close to matching the breathtaking back-
drop seen at the sport’s spiritual home. In a
year’s time, BMO Field will be replaced by
Sugar Loaf mountain and the statue of
Christ the Redeemer will gaze down upon
the Olympic action as waves crash onto one
of the world’s most famous beaches.

“It means my dream, my dream to be in
the Olympic Games and if we can play on
Copacabana it would be the biggest dream
of my life,” Lili Maestrini told Reuters after

she and partner Carolina Horta beat Canada
in the bronze medal game.

“It is like this crowd always full and they
cheer for every team with their heart. It is
one of the best places to practise and play.”

If the sport did not instantly spring to
mind at the mere mention of Rio de Janeiro,
amble along the Copacabana boardwalk on
any given day and you will see plenty of fit
and tanned young people enjoying games
of beach volleyball.

The compatriots of those seaside sports-
men and women have returned home from
every Pan Am Games with beach volleyball
medals  and no countr y has won more
Olympic medals in the sport than Brazil.
However, there was no gold for Brazil in
Toronto as  Mexico’s  Juan Virgen and
Rodolfo Ontiveros upset Vitor Aruajo and
Alvaro Magliano in the men’s final to deny
the 2016 Olympic hosts a third straight title,

whi le  the women had to sett le  for
bronze.“We tried today to play with our
hear t  and with big emotions l ike how
Brazi l ians play ever y t ime,” Maestr ini
lamented. “We are a good team, we are
growing.” The Copacabana mystique is not
lost on the young Canadian duo Melissa
Humana-Paredes and Taylor Pischke, who
plan on hitting the Brazilian beach next
summer. “I really want to be able to go to
Copacabana and represent Canada there
because that is the home of the sport I love,
it is the birthplace of it and people their
appreciate it so much,” Humana-Paredes
said. “They love it,” she added. “It will be a
different environment from here. Here a lot
of people have never really seen beach vol-
leyball or appreciated it and this was their
opportunity to appreciate the beauty and
atmosphere and experience an amazing
sport.” —Reuters

TORONTO: Brazil’s Kelia Costa competes in the women’s triple jump final at the Pan Am Games. Costa won the silver medal.—AP

De Grasse ready to take

Pan Am sprint spotlight

TORONTO: USA’s Queen Harrison celebrates as she crosses the finish line to win the women’s 100 meter hurdles at the Pan Am Games. Harrison
won the gold medal in the event. —AP

Thrills for beach volleyballers

TOKYO: The International Olympic
Committee may well welcome Japan’s
decision to scrap and completely revise
plans for its controversial National
Stadium since the move will save money,
the head of the Tokyo games organising
group said yesterday.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
said last week that he had decided to
take the stadium plans back to square
one in the face of growing public out-
rage over ballooning costs, as his sup-
port rates took a hit over unpopular
defence bills.

The sudden decision over the stadi-
um, designed by U.K.-based architect
Zaha Hadid and set to be the centrepiece
for the 2020 Summer Olympics, took
many by surprise and became the latest
in a series of broken promises connected
to the event.

But Yoshiro Mori, president of the
Tokyo Organizing Committee of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, said
substantial savings on the stadium-pro-
jected to cost some $2 billion, nearly
twice original estimates-fit right in to the
IOC’s new cost-cutting policy, Agenda
2020.

Mori acknowledged that the futuristic
stadium design had probably helped
Tokyo beat off Istanbul and Madrid to be
awarded the Games in 2013 but that the
IOC was likely to approve the revised
plans at a meeting in Kuala Lumpur later
this month.

“If the decision was made to save
money, it should go right in line with the
IOC’s Agenda 2020,” Mori told a news
conference in Tokyo yesterday. Many
nations have downsized stadium proj-
ects but it is highly unusual to change
plans completely at this stage and risks
damaging the can-do reputation that
was one of the reasons Tokyo won the
games.

NEW RUGBY HOME
IOC president Thomas Bach said last

week that he had confidence Tokyo
would build the new stadium in time but
the decision means that the 2019 Rugby
World Cup, which was also set to use the
arena, will have to find a new home.

Tokyo has already backed away from
another pledge that helped it win the
hosting rights, that most of the venues
will  be located within 8 km of the
Olympic Village, to save money by using
pre-existing venues.

Amid a flurry of finger-pointing, a
committee headed by Olympics Minister
Toshiaki Endo that also includes Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga met for
the first time on Tuesday to tackle the
issue.

A general list of key points needed in
the new stadium, along with a rough
estimate of costs, would be drawn up
over the next few months, with a compe-
tition to choose a new design set for the
autumn, officials say. A decision should
come by the end of the year, with con-
struction set to start in early 2016. No
cost targets have been set, though Suga
has said it should be “as cheap as possi-
ble.”

Officials had agreed to build the stadi-
um for 253 billion yen ($2.04 billion) just
over a week before Abe’s decision, up
from 130 billion yen in Tokyo’s bid docu-
ments.

Mori said he was not at fault and that
working to pull together a new plan is
more important at this point than assign-
ing blame for the woes involving the pre-
vious design, which he last week likened
to a “drooping raw oyster”.

“Speaking honestly, I never liked the
design,” Mori said yesterday. “But at that
point it had already been decided and it
was not my place to speak.” —Reuters

Tokyo head expects IOC to

welcome stadium decision

Audi pilots itself

on US race track
SONOMA: Piloted driving at Audi is
approaching production readiness at
race pace. On one of the world’s most
challenging race tracks, the Sonoma
Raceway in California, the latest genera-
tion of the Audi RS 7 piloted driving con-
cept has surpassed previous top per-
formances once again. Audi will be offer-
ing piloted driving for the first time in
the upcoming generation of the Audi
A8.

“In Sonoma, we took the Audi RS 7
piloted driving concept to its physical
limits lap after lap, and it handled the
task with uniform precision,” says
Thomas Muller, who is responsible for
the development of brake, steering and
driver assistance systems at Audi. “The
car turned in lap times that were better
than those of sports car drivers.” The RS 7
took just 2:01.01 minutes to complete
the 4,050-meter circuit.

For some time now, Audi has been
testing piloted driving under increasing-
ly challenging conditions. In October
2014, an RS 7 nicknamed “Bobby ”
already completed a driverless lap on
the Hockenheimring at speeds up to 240
km/h. The new generation of the car is
named “Robby,” has a power output of
560 hp and is around 400 kg lighter than
its predecessor. Whether braking, steer-
ing or accelerating, the piloted car con-
trols all  driving functions fully
autonomously and with maximum preci-
sion.

Audi is also testing piloted driving in

the challenging situation of real road
traffic.  At the start of 2015, “Jack” - an
Audi A7 piloted driving concept with
many near-production solutions - drove
on public highways from Silicon Valley
to Las Vegas for the Consumer
Electronics Show (CES). Shortly there-
after, this car also drove autonomously
on German autobahns at speeds up to
130 km/h. At CES Asia in May 2015, jour-
nalists also had an opportunity to expe-
rience piloted driving - in the traffic of
megacity Shanghai.  The development
work, which includes driving on a very
wide array of testing grounds, is yielding
valuable knowledge for series-produc-
tion systems - from the sensor technolo-
gy and data processing to vehicle con-
trol and stabilization. 

The technologies for piloted driving
stand for safety, time savings, efficiency
and convenience. The systems can make
a valuable contribution to safety, espe-
cially when the driver is overwhelmed or
underwhelmed by driving tasks. In addi-
tion, it gives drivers greater freedom for
organizing their time in the car. When
used to temporarily assume driving
tasks, the predictive technology makes
driving more efficient, reduces stress
and enhances comfort. Piloted driving
will make its production debut in the
next generation of the luxury-class
sedan, the Audi A8. The systems can
assume control of the car during parking
or in stop-and-go traffic on freeways at
speeds up to 60 km/h.


