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an emergency decree is not in line with the constitution
and the government should have either brought the bill
before the national assembly before it began the holidays or
it can still call the assembly to hold an emergency session to
debate it. Sayegh also criticized the proposed amendments
which can extend detention to up to one year pending
investigation, saying this violates human rights.

Liberal MP Rakan Al-Nasef also said the proposed decree
is not urgent and should not be passed through this way
when the Assembly is in recess. He said the proposed exten-
sion of the detention to up to one year is in itself a punish-

ment without trial and is totally rejected.
Meanwhile, MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi again criticized Oil

Minister Ali Al-Omair about replies he received to questions
he had sent to the minister regarding statements made by
Omair. The lawmaker said that Omair’s responses were
incomplete and he should have clearly mentioned the
names of contractors he had alleged were illegally getting
oil contracts.

Later, Omair answered back saying that his answers were
complete and stated that those names were mentioned in
the Audit Bureau report. He also told the lawmaker to use
his constitutional tools and stop making unfounded accusa-
tions against him.

Government bid to extend detention...

‘World’s oldest’ Quran parchments found
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Fedeli said the leaves are from the same codex as a man-
uscript kept in the Bibliotheque Nationale de France in
Paris, although that is currently dated a little later, to within
50 years of the death of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

“(These fragments) give us glimpses into potentially
how...the Quran might have been used in this early period
and how it might have been recorded,” said Sajjad Rizvi,
Director of the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the
University of Exeter. Thomas said the tests carried out on
the parchment of the folios strongly suggested the animal
from which it was taken was alive during the lifetime of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) or shortly afterwards. “The
person who actually wrote it may well have known Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). He would have seen him probably, he
would maybe have heard him preach. He may have known
him personally,” Thomas told BBC TV.

The manuscript was part of the university’s collection of
3,000 Middle Eastern documents which was acquired in the
1920s by Alphonse Mingana, a Chaldean priest born near
Mosul in Iraq. His trips to acquire the manuscripts were
funded by philanthropist Edward Cadbury, whose family
made their fortune in chocolate, to raise the status of
Birmingham as an intellectual centre for religious studies.
“The parts of the Quran that are contained in those frag-
ments are very similar indeed to the Quran as we have it
today,” Thomas said. “So this tends to support the view that
the Quran that we now have is more or less very close
indeed to the Quran as it was brought together in the early
years of Islam.”

Muslim scholars said the discovery, along with similar
recent finds and studies in Europe, would help academics
piece together the development of the manuscript into its
modern form. “The discovery of the written Quran dating
back to the time of Muhammad (PBUH) may serve as an

opportunity to make us reconsider the scholarly paradigm
that Islamic culture is more oral-aural rather than visual,”
said Hatsuki Aishima, a lecturer in Modern Islam at the
University of Manchester.

The University of Birmingham said it would put the man-
uscript on public display in October, and Muhammad Afzal,
chairman of Birmingham Central Mosque, said he expected
it to attract people from all over Britain. “When I saw these
pages I was very moved. There were tears of joy and emo-
tion in my eyes,” he told the BBC. Birmingham is also a cen-
ter of Islam in Britain, with about 20 percent of the city
describing themselves as adherents of the faith. The
planned display for the manuscript in October could prove
a boon to the local economy, with adherents already
expressing an interest in traveling to the city to see a piece
of history. Whilst some manuscripts are major attractions
elsewhere in the world, their appeal to visitors is determined
more by the status of the person who is understood to have
recorded them. “The problem with this particular fragment
is that we don’t actually know where it comes from,” Rizvi
said. However, he said that the fragments would be studied
worldwide if, in line with the recent trend for such finds, dig-
ital images were published on the Internet, and that there
was potential for other significant discoveries in Britain. “The
catalogues of which were in collections in Britain are not
complete in most cases. It’s quite possible we might find
some further things - even in the British Library itself.” 

“This is indeed an exciting discovery,” said Muhammad
Isa Waley, lead curator for Persian and Turkish manuscripts
at the British Library in London. “We know now that these
two folios, in a beautiful and surprisingly legible Hijazi
hand, almost certainly date from the time of the first three
Caliphs. “According to the classic accounts, it was under
the third Caliph, Uthman ibn Affan, that the Quranic text
was compiled and edited in the order of surahs familiar
today.” — Agencies 
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said he believed Carter was trying to “reassure the
Gulf countries, and the kingdom especially”.  The agree-
ment, which ended a 13-year standoff, requires Iran to
curb its nuclear capabilities including the number of ura-
nium centrifuges. International monitors will supervise
the process, which in exchange will ease an embargo
that has crippled Iran’s economy. Saudi Arabia and Israel
are “on the same page” with their concerns about the
agreement, a Western diplomatic source said. The deal
would see Iran’s oil exports gradually resume and bil-
lions of dollars in frozen assets unblocked.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who
Carter met on Tuesday, has voiced fears the nuclear deal
will help fund Iranian “aggression”. The Saudis also “think
it’s a mistake,” although “they don’t say it as loud and as
publicly as the Israelis,” said the source. There are worries
the Iran deal could spark a nuclear race in the Middle
East. In June, France and Saudi Arabia announced a fea-
sibility study for building two nuclear reactors in the
kingdom. Saudi Arabia has also reached accords this
year with Russia and South Korea on the peaceful use of
nuclear energy.

Along with its own nuclear projects, Riyadh is build-
ing alliances beyond its ties with Washington in order to
counter Tehran, under a more assertive foreign policy
adopted since King Salman acceded to the throne in
January. Two months later, the kingdom organized an
Arab coalition to conduct air strikes against Iran-backed

Huthi rebels seizing territory in neighboring Yemen. US
aerial refuelling, intelligence and other assistance has
supported that Saudi-led alliance.

“There was a difficult situation in Yemen,” Salman told
Carter during their meeting, apologizing that he could
not attend a May summit with President Barack Obama
in Washington. Carter told reporters that Salman will
now visit the US to meet Obama later this year. Anti-
rebel forces are tightening their control on Yemen’s
southern city of Aden after months of trying to dislodge
the Huthis, in a war which the United Nations said has
left the country a step away from famine. “We talked
about the need that both the Saudis and we share for a
political settlement in Yemen. That is the way to peace,
to restore the humanitarian situation there,” Carter said.

Since late last year, Saudi Arabia has also been part of
a US-led coalition bombing the Islamic State group
which has occupied large parts of Iraq and Syria. The
jihadist group has committed widespread atrocities
there and inspired attacks around the world, including in
Saudi Arabia. 

Carter said military cooperation including the training
of Saudi special forces, cyber security and missile
defence systems also came up for discussion in the king-
dom. He returned yesterday afternoon to Jordan, anoth-
er member of the anti-IS coalition, for discussions with
the Jordanian military. On Tuesday, Carter told coalition
military personnel at a Jordanian air base that the US
and Israel had a “common commitment to countering
Iranian malign influence in the region”. —AFP 

Saudis seek US reassurance on Iran deal
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The IMF has forecast that the UAE will post a budget deficit
this year - its first since 2009 - of 2.3 percent of gross domestic
product or around $9.0 billion. In January, Kuwait began sell-
ing diesel, kerosene and aviation fuel at market price but left
heavy subsidies in place on petrol and electricity. Bahrain and
Oman, which are already posting budget shortfalls, have also

said they plan to cut subsidies, especially on fuel.
Energy expert Robin Mills, a non-resident fellow at

Brookings Doha Center, said the timing is right to cut subsi-
dies. It will help alleviate pressure on a federal budget con-
strained by lower oil prices but thanks to lower costs should
have only a “modest impact” for drivers for now. “They can get
the reform without making much of a difference on prices,” he
said. — Agencies 

UAE to scrap fuel subsidies 

A protester wearing a Guy Fawkes mask stands amongst a group of protesters from tobacconist groups throwing papers in the air in opposition to neutral cigarette packaging yesterday in Paris.
Government officials claim the packaging will help to reduce the attractiveness of the product, while the tobacco industry claims plain packing will permit easier means of producing counterfeit
cigarettes. — AFP 


