
I N T E R N AT ION A L
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

TOKYO: An outside director of
Mitsubishi Materials said yesterday that
the company hopes to apologize to for-
mer British, Dutch and Australian World
War II POWs, and also reach an amicable
agreement with Chinese forced labor-
ers, following a landmark apology to
American POWs earlier this week.

“If there is such an opportunity, we
will  do the same apology,” Yukio
Okamoto told foreign media, saying the
POWs brought to Japan were subjected
to inexcusable labor conditions. “What

other companies wil l  do,  we don’t
know. ... Ours is one of those who tor-
tured POWs most, so we have to apolo-
gize.”

Okamoto, a former diplomat, was
among company officials who delivered
an apology to surviving POWs and fam-
ily members on Sunday in Los Angeles
for about 900 Americans forced to work
in Mitsubishi mines and factories.

Japan invaded China before and dur-
ing the war, and Chinese who were sent
to work in Japan and their descendants

are suing Mitsubishi for compensation
in China. “We are making our best effort
to come to an amicable solution with
the victims,” Okamoto said.

“I personally sympathize a great deal
with Chinese forced laborers,” he added.
“I think we will have to apologize ...
(and) they are demanding reparation,
and that is in a court, so this will be a
solution with money.”

One day earlier, China’s state news
agency Xinhua called the apology to
Americans “selective” and accused

Japan of a “double standard on wartime
atrocities.” Koreans were also forced to
work, but Okamoto said he believes
their legal situation is different. Japan
colonized Korea in 1910, so Koreans
were technically Japanese citizens
ordered to work as were all Japanese
under a 1938 general mobilization law.

A South Korean government com-
mission on victims of forced mobiliza-
tion under colonial rule estimates that
6,489 Koreans worked for Mitsubishi-
owned companies, including 4,105 for

Mitsubishi Mining, the predecessor
company of Mitsubishi Materials Corp.

The legality aside, Okamoto minced
no words about the annexation,
describing it as the “greatest sin” Japan
committed against Korea. “The funda-
mental sin, as I said at the outset, was
the annexation of Korea, obliterating
their national identities,” he said. “We
did not allow Koreans to use their own
name, use their language. We even
forced Shintoism on them to create sec-
ond-class Japanese citizens.” —AP

Mitsubishi may extend WWII apology to others

Thailand backpackers 

murder trial resumes

SOUTH CHINA SEA: This handout picture released by Japan’s Defence Ministry yesterday shows two Chinese-built platforms, the one seen at
left which was observed on June 2014  and the other on March 2015, in the South China Sea. China has put 16 drilling rigs close to its de facto
maritime border with Japan, Japanese government said yesterday in the latest twist in a row over gas fields in waters disputed by the two
countries.   — AFP 

Beijing calls Japan defence 

review malicious, misleading

‘China builds dozen new structures since 2013’
BEIJING: China reserves the right to a “necessary
reaction” after Japan issued a defence review
that called on Beijing to stop building oil and
gas exploration platforms close to disputed
waters in the East China Sea, the Defence
Ministry has said.

In the paper issued, Tokyo expressed concern
that Chinese drills could tap reservoirs that
extend into Japan’s waters.

“This kind of action completely lays bare the
two-faced nature of Japan’s foreign policy and
has a detrimental impact on peace and stability
in the Asia Pacific region,” China’s Defence
Ministry said in a statement issued late on
Tuesday. China would further evaluate Japan’s
defence review, or white paper, when the full
text is issued and would then make a “necessary
reaction depending on the situation”, it said.

In an escalation of the spat, Japan released
aerial photos of China’s construction activities in

the area, accusing Beijing of unilateral develop-
ment and a halfhearted attitude towards a 2008
agreement to jointly develop resources there.

“China’s development activities in the East
China Sea have shown no signs of ceasing. Given
rising concerns within and outside of Japan over
China’s various attempts to change the status
quo, we have decided to release what can be
released in an appropriate manner,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told a regular
news conference.

Speculation
China has built 12 structures since June 2013

when its construction activities picked up pace,
Suga added.

But Suga said the dispute would have no
impact on Sino-Japanese ties, which have
thawed a little since Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
met Chinese President Xi Jinping last November.

Speculation has been growing that the two
leaders might meet again as early as September
after a chat in Jakarta in April.

Beijing described Japan’s annual defence
review as misleading and malicious, saying it
overplayed the “China military threat” and
stoked tensions between the two East Asian
powers. It stuck by its claims over the disputed
island chain. Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said the review ignored that
China’s maritime activities were carried out in
line with international law, according to a state-
ment posted late on Tuesday.

“The Diaoyu islands have belonged to China
since ancient times ... China will continue to take
necessary measures to safeguard its territorial
sovereignty and Japan should not hold any
unrealistic illusions,” he said, referring to the dis-
puted chain of islets, also known in Japanese as
the Senkaku. — Reuters

China urges Philippines to 

return to bilateral talks

MANILA: China called on the
Philippines yesterday to withdraw a
case it has filed at a UN  arbitration tri-
bunal over rival claims in the South
China Sea and return to bilateral negoti-
ations.

China has for years insisted that dis-
putes with rival claimants to the South
China Sea be handled bilaterally.

But this month, its claims came under
international legal scrutiny for the first
time when the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague began hearing
a suit the Philippines filed in 2013.

China has refused to take part in the
case. “I certainly hope so, the Philippine
side will sit together with us for a peace-
ful negotiation,” China’s ambassador to
the Philippines, Zhao Jianhua, told
reporters when asked if the Philippines
should withdraw its the case in The
Hague.

“ The negotiation might require
patience, might take time but that’s the
only way out . . .  peaceful  solution
through bilateral talks.”

This month, a Philippine legal team,
including two American lawyers, argued
before tribunal that it was the correct
venue for resolving disputes covered by
the U.N. Convention on the Law of the
Sea, which both states have signed.

The Philippines is seeking to enforce
its right to exploit waters in a 200-nauti-
cal mile “exclusive economic zone” off its
coast, as defined under the convention.

China issued a position paper in
December arguing the dispute was not
covered by the treaty because it was
ultimately a matter of sovereignty, not
exploitation rights. China claims almost

the entire South China Sea, believed to
be rich in energy deposits, where about
$5 trillion in ship-borne goods pass
ever y year.  Brunei,  Malaysia,  the
Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan also
have conflicting claims.

China has become increasingly
assertive in the South China Sea with
rapid reclamation around reefs in the
Spratly archipelago in particular spark-
ing concern, both in the region and in
the United States.

Separately, China’s state media said
China hoped to develop renewable
energy projects in the sea as part of a
series of schemes to also benefit other
countries.

China says it needs to carry out its
reclamation and building not only for
defensive purposes, but also for things
like improving navigation as part of
international obligations.

The official People’s Daily, citing the
National Oceanic Administration, said
China needed to “further provide high
quality public maritime services for
countries bordering the South China
Sea and the region”.

Efforts to protect the environment
there could be helped by China working
with other nations to develop renew-
able energy, it added.

The newspaper said China would
step up protection of the environment,
including a gene bank for maritime
species.

The Philippines said in April China’s
construction had destroyed about 300
acres (1.2 sq km) of coral  reef and
caused estimated annual losses of $100
million to coastal nations. — Reuters

KOH SAMUI: Phyu Shwe Nu (R), the mother of defendant Zaw Lin, and Myint Thein
(L), the mother of defendant Win Zaw Tun, arrive to attend the ongoing trial of their
sons accused of killing a pair of British backpackers in 2014, at the Koh Samui court
on the Thai resort island yesterday.— AFP

KOH SAMUI: The final hours of two
British backpackers killed on a Thai
resort island last year were tracked by
more than a dozen security cameras, a
court was told during the resumption of
the trial of two Myanmar men accused
of their murder.

British tourists Hannah Witheridge,
23, and David Miller, 24, were killed last
September and their bodies were found
on a beach on Koh Tao, a Thai island in
the Andaman Sea popular with back-
packers and divers.

The killings drew outrage in Britain
and raised questions about the compe-
tence of Thai police and the treatment of
migrant labourers in Thailand.

Following weeks of pressure on
authorities to solve the crime, Thai
police said in October that Myanmar
workers Zaw Lin and Win Zaw Htun,
both 22, had confessed to the killings.
Both later retracted their statements,
saying they had been tortured into con-
fessing.

Their trial resumed yesterday and
police told the court that closed circuit
television footage showed the last
movements of Witheridge and Miller as
they went to two bars on the small
island hours before they died.

Police Colonel Cherdpong
Chiewpreecha, superintendent of
Investigation Police Division 8, told the
court 17 cameras dotted along a road on
the island helped investigators trace the
British pair’s movements.

Miller and Witheridge were at the
same bar but were later seen leaving
separately with their friends. Nobody
unfamiliar to the pair was seen following
them, Cherdpong said.  Defence lawyers
earlier said they would focus on the reli-
ability of crucial DNA evidence after alle-
gations of police incompetence and evi-
dence mishandling by defence lawyers.
Rights groups have also claimed the
accused are being used as scapegoats
because of their status as foreign
migrant workers in Thailand.

At the heart of the trial is a debate
over DNA samples that police say link
the two suspects to Witheridge’s body.
Police have issued conflicting state-
ments about the DNA, including that
some was lost or “used up”. They later
took back that statement, saying DNA
samples had not been lost.

The court on Samui island ordered
this month that remaining forensic evi-
dence in the case be sent for reexamina-
tion at the Thai justice ministry’s central
forensic institute.  “We still have not seen
any progress on the request to see the
DNA gathered by police,” defence lawyer
Nakhon Chompuchat told Reuters
before the trial resumed.

The mothers of the two accused have
travelled from Myanmar for the trial.
Outside the court, an emotional May
Thein, the mother of Win Zaw Htun, said
her son had never been in trouble and
had gone to Thailand to earn money to
support their family. — Reuters

TAIPEI:  Around 200 students
protested outside Taiwan’s educa-
tion ministry yesterday against
what they say are “China-centric”
changes to the school curriculum.

Increasing fears in Taiwan over
Beijing’s influence sparked a three-
week occupation of parliament last
year by student-led protesters
opposing a trade pact with China.

Several of the groups that took
part in the occupation joined pro-
testers at the ministry in the capital
Taipei, piling up school textbooks
at the main gate and shouting
protests against “brainwashing
education”.  The students say
changes to the high school curricu-
lum, due to be introduced in
September, undermine the island’s
sovereignty and have been intro-
duced without proper consultation.

“We strongly oppose using the
new curriculum which is aimed to
indoctrinate students with the
thinking of ‘greater China’. This is
totally unacceptable,” student
leader Chu Chen, 18, told AFP.

Taiwan split from China in 1949
after a civil war and is self-ruling,
but Beijing still sees the island as
part of its territory awaiting reunifi-
cation-by force if necessary. 

Relations have improved under
current president Ma Ying-jeou of
the Beijing-friendly Kuomintang
party, leading to a number of trade
deals but triggering growing public
unease.

Curriculum changes disputed by
protesters include a reference to
Taiwan being “recovered by China”
instead of “given to China” after the
end of Japanese occupation in
1945.

The 50-year period of Japanese
rule is also referred to as an era
when “Japan occupied” the island,
replacing the previous phrase
“Japan governed”.  “I t ’s biased
towards the China ideology,” said
protester Gina Wang, 17.

“We want our curriculum to be
neutral, diversified and objective.”

University student Wu Chang-an,
21, added: “For me, Taiwan is
Taiwan. It feels like they are trying
to sneak pro-unification ideology
into our education.”

The scholars who devised the
changes said they were seeking to
fix what they saw as distortions
under the rule of the Democratic
Progressive Party, which had a pro-
independence platform. 

There have been small-scale stu-
dent protests for weeks over the
adjustments.  The demonstrations

have echoes of a mass campaign in
semi-autonomous Hong Kong in
2012, which saw tens of thousands
take to the streets against a bill to
introduce mandatory Chinese patri-
otism classes into schools.
Taiwanese protesters also said they
would arrange candles in the shape
of an umbrella-symbol of the Hong
Kong pro-democracy movement-
outside the ministry yesterday
evening, adding it would reflect
being “kept in the dark”.  The educa-
tion ministry told AFP it would give

schools the option of following
either the old or the new curricu-
lum.

“ The curriculum has been
adjusted since the late 1990s with
different governments in power,”
spokesman Wu Ching-shan told
AFP.

He said there had been public
consultation over the changes and
they were part of a wider update to
the school curriculum to reflect
“social changes” and at the request
of some teachers. —AFP

Students protest in Taiwan 

over ‘China-centric’ education

TAIPEI: Taiwanese high school students display placards against the revision of history text books during a
demonstration in front of the education ministry in Taipei yesterday. Around 200 students held a protest
outside the education ministry in the capital Taipei against what they call a “China-centric” version of his-
tory taught in the island’s schools.  — AFP  


