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JERUSALEM: A Jerusalem court yester-
day ordered two Israelis charged with
securities fraud in the United States to
be held in custody after US authorities
requested their arrest for extradition.

Gery Shalon, 31, and Ziv Orenstein,
40, were arrested by police on Tuesday
at their homes in Israel after US  authori-
ties accused the men of engaging in a
stock manipulation scheme involving US
penny stocks.

An arrest warrant in the United States
had been issued on June 2. The judge, in
reading his decision to keep the men in

jail until at least Aug. 10, said they were
accused of “seven crimes connected to
money laundering, fraud and identity
theft, which could reach cumulative sen-
tences of tens of years in prison.”

The alleged crimes took place from
2011 to the present, the judge said.
According to a US indictment, Shalon,
Orenstein and a third suspect, Joshua
Samuel Aaron, 31, had worked with two
unnamed stock promoters, one from
New Jersey and one from Florida, to run
a “pump-and-dump” scheme.

The defendants would acquire shares

in thinly traded companies, send mil-
lions of spam emails inducing investors
to buy the stocks in order to drive up the
price, and then sell off their holdings.

Aaron is a US citizen who lives in
Moscow and Tel Aviv and remains at
large, US authorities have said. The
Israeli prosecutor added that he appar-
ently was in Russia. Orenstein’s lawyer,
after the court discussion, said his client
denied the allegations. Shalon’s lawyer
could not be reached immediately for
comment.

The prosecutor told the court that the

case was connected to another sensitive
investigation being handled in the
United States, but did not link it to last
summer ’s massive data breach at
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Media reports on Tuesday had tied
the cases together. The hacking of
JPMorgan’s computers compromised
information in 83 million household and
small business accounts, making it one
of the largest such breaches in history.

The prosecutor, in making her case to
keep the accused in custody, said they
had used fake passports and fake identi-

ties to carry out their scheme, which
brought them “millions of dollars.”

She said the US authorities have not
shared all the details from their investi-
gation, which included the gathering of
witnesses statements, email correspon-
dences, stock deals and brokerage
details.

Shalon was found with 2 million
shekels ($525,000) in cash during a
search connected with the second, sepa-
rate investigation, increasing suspicions
he would try to flee the country, the
prosecutor said. — Reuters

Israelis sought in US securities fraud remanded

ALEXANDRIA: In this picture provided by the office of the Egyptian Presidency, Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, center, and Defense
Minister Sedqi Sobh, left, stand to attention while other members of the military look on at the Air Defense Academy in Alexandria, Egypt.  — AP

Wanted Egyptian militant 

urges jihad against Sisi

MOGADISHU: Somali government troops
backed by African Union forces yesterday cap-
tured the Shebab stronghold of Bardhere, one
of the last key bases of the Al-Qaeda-affiliated
Islamists, officials said.

The militants also confirmed the loss of the
town, but insisted they had not been defeated
and that fighting was continuing.

“We have secured control of the town,”
Siyad Ahmed, a Somali military official, told
AFP by telephone from the southern town.
“The allied forces are now conducting mine
clearing operations in the different neighbour-
hoods.”  “There was no a major resistance, and
the violent elements fled when our troops
approached. They have emptied the town,”
Ahmed said. Witnesses in a nearby villages
reported heavy fighting between the Somali
government and African Union troops with the
Shebab, before the militants pulled out.

They also said residents of Bardhere, situat-
ed 350 kilometres (225 miles) west of the capi-
tal Mogadishu and under Shebab control since
2008, had also fled.

A Shebab commander, Sheikh Ahmed Abu-
Ubeyda, confirmed the militants had lost the
town but insisted they had not been defeated
and that fighting was continuing.

“The allied invading Christian forces and
the Somali apostates entered parts of
Bardhere this afternoon... but the Mujahedeen
are putting up resistance,” he said. “The
Mujahedeen fighters are still in the area and
this fight will last longer than the enemy
thinks,” he added.

The fall of Bardhere comes less than a week
after the African Union Mission in Somalia, or
AMISOM, launched “Operation Jubba
Corridor”-an offensive it said as aimed at flush-
ing the insurgents out of rural areas in south-
ern Somalia. The offensive has involved
Ethiopian and Kenyan forces, officials said.

The loss of Bardhere will be a blow to the
Shebab, as control over  territory helps it find
recruits and source revenue through taxes on
local business and trade. The group, however,
has bounced back from similar defeats in the
past-maintaining its capacity to conduct
ambushes in rural areas as well as high-profile
raids inside Mogadishu.

A statement from the Kenyan military
described its capture of a key bridge near
Bardhere, used by the Shebab to move its
fighters and supplies within Somalia and

towards Kenya, as an “operational milestone in
the fight against Al-Shebab”.

Amnesty offer 
The Kenyan army said its troops, fighting

alongside Somali soldiers, killed at least 24
Islamists in its operations. An overall casualty
toll was not immediately available.

The AMISOM offensive was launched days
after the Kenyan government said a US drone
strike in the region killed at least 30 Shebab
rebels, among them several commanders.

It also comes after last month’s Shebab
assault on a AMISOM base which left dozens of
Burundian soldiers dead in one of the single
deadliest incidents since AMISOM soldiers
arrived in Somalia eight years ago.

Somalia information minister, Mohamed
Abdi Hayir Mareye, said the Somali army-AMI-
SOM offensive will continue “until we have
retaken all areas currently occupied by terror-
ists”. He also urged Shebab fighters to defect
“before Al-Shebab enters its final catastrophic
phase.” “We offer amnesty provided the indi-
vidual meets four simple conditions:  reject Al-
Shebab; renounce violence; commit to partici-
pation in the peace process... and be an
ambassador to others still trapped,” he said.
“Our offer has no time limit, but the longer you
remain under the black flag, the more likely
time will run out for you. Now is the time to
leave.”

But the militants have been progressively
shifting their focus outside Somalia. In a mes-
sage marking Muslim Eid celebrations on
Friday, Shebab leader Ahmed Diriye-also
known as Ahmed Umar Abu Ubaidah-outlined
plans for the group to increase its operations
in Kenya, inviting potential recruits to training
camps. The group claimed responsibility for
the September 2013 siege of the Westgate
shopping mall in the Kenyan capital, which left
67 dead, as well as a massacre of 148 people,
mostly students, at Garissa University in
Kenya’s northeast in April. A string of other
bombings and massacres in Kenya’s northeast
and along its Muslim-majority coastline have
also bee claimed by the Islamists.

The Shebab, meaning “youth” in Arabic,
emerged out of a bitter insurgency against
Ethiopia, whose troops entered Somalia in a
2006 US-backed invasion to topple the Islamic
Courts Union that was then controlling the
capital Mogadishu. — AFP

Somali, AU troops capture 

key Shebab stronghold

CAIRO: One of Egypt’s most wanted men, a
former special forces officer turned Islamist mil-
itant commander, has condemned President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and called for a holy war
against his government.

An audio message attributed to Hisham al-
Ashmawy, who security officials suspect mas-
terminded the recent car bomb assassination of
Egypt’s top prosecutor, said the country is
“overpowered by the new pharaoh” Sisi.

Ashmawy is part of a small but highly dan-
gerous succession of former Egyptian army offi-
cers who have joined militant groups, compli-
cating Sisi’s efforts to confront what he calls an
existential threat from extremism.

With their knowledge of the Arab world’s
biggest army and training, they pose a security
threat to strategic US ally Egypt which faces an
insurgency based in northern Sinai.

“All of you must come together to confront

your enemy. Do not fear them, but fear Allah if
you are truly believers,” said the audio message
carried by US-based monitoring group SITE,
which it said was posted on July 20 on an al
Qaeda-affiliated forum.

The comments coincided with the Eid al-Fitr
holiday just marked by Muslims.

The audio message features two pictures of
Ashmawy in military uniform. He is identified
by the nom de guerre of Abu Omar al-Muhajir
al-Masri and as Emir of the al-Murabiteen
group. Militants have stepped up attacks on
soldiers and police since Sisi, as army chief, top-
pled Islamist President Mohamed Mursi in 2013
after mass protests against his rule. Hundreds
have been killed.

Ashmawy, who has been on the run for
years, formed a cell within a militant group
recently renamed Sinai Province which has
pledged allegiance to Islamic State, the ultra-

hardline Sunni organisation based in Iraq and
Syria. He accused Sisi “and his soldiers” of fight-
ing “our religion” and killing “our men and
women”.

Sisi has launched a tough security crack-
down since Mursi’s overthrow. Security forces
killed hundreds of supporters of his Muslim
Brotherhood in the streets and arrested thou-
sands of others.

Ashmawy is described by security officials as
the leader of Sinai Province’s military training
committee. His cell carried out an operation in
October that killed 33 members of the security
forces in one of the bloodiest attacks in years.

Egypt closely watches the military for any
signs of Islamist-leaning officers, though a sen-
ior military official told Reuters defections are
not a phenomenon. A militant cell headed by
army officers assassinated President Anwar al-
Sadat in 1981.—Reuters

ISTANBUL: Ece Dinc’s mother (2nd L) attends the funeral of her daughter yesterday in
Istanbul, after a suicide bomb attack two days before killed at least 31 in the south-
ern Turkish town of Suruc. —AFP

Iran rejects curbs after 

10 years, will back allies

Rouhani, Obama seek to mollify hardliners
DUBAI: Iran will not accept any extension of sanc-
tions beyond 10 years, an official said yesterday, in
the latest attempt by its pragmatist government to
sell a nuclear deal with world powers to sceptical
hardliners.

Abbas Araqchi, one of several deputy foreign
ministers, also told a news conference Iran would
do ‘anything’ to help allies in the Middle East,
underlining Tehran’s message that despite the deal
Iran will not change its anti-Western foreign policy.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the highest authority in
Iran, told supporters on Saturday that U.S. policies
in the region were “180 degrees” opposed to Iran’s,
in a Tehran speech punctuated by chants of “Death
to America” and “Death to Israel”.

Under the accord, Iran will be subjected to long-
term curbs on its nuclear work in return for the lift-
ing of US, European Union and UN sanctions. The
deal was signed by the United States, Britain,
China, France, Germany, Russia and the EU.

The world powers suspected Iran was trying to
create a nuclear bomb; Tehran said its programme
was peaceful. The accord was a major success for
both US President Barack Obama and Iran’s prag-
matic President Hassan Rouhani. But both leaders
have to promote it at home to influential hardliners
in countries that have been enemies for decades.

Araqchi, Iran’s senior nuclear negotiator, told
the televised conference that any attempt to re-
impose sanctions after they expired in 10 years
would breach the deal. He was referring to a reso-
lution endorsing the deal passed by the U.N.
Security Council on Monday.

The resolution allows all UN sanctions to be re-
imposed if Iran violates the agreement in the next
10 years. If Iran adheres to the terms of the agree-
ment, all the provisions and measures of the UN
resolution would end in 10 years.

‘WE ARE NOT ASHAMED’
However, the six world powers, known as the

P5+1, and the European Union told U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon earlier this month that after

10 years they planned to seek a five-year extension
of the mechanism allowing sanctions to be re-
imposed. Araqchi challenged this move, saying:
“Our priority is our national interests, not UN
Security Council’s resolutions.”

“The UN Security Council’s resolution says clear-
ly that the timeframe of agreement is 10 years, and
Iran’s case will be closed in the Security Council
after that,” Araqchi said.

“If the US and any other member of P5+1 say
they want to adopt a new resolution after 10 years
allowing sanctions to be re-imposed, it is the
breach of Vienna agreement and has no credibility.”

Iran’s foreign ministry said shortly after the pas-
sage of the resolution on Monday that the nuclear
deal did not mean Tehran accepted “sanctions and
restrictions imposed by the UNSC, the US, the E.U.
or member countries.”

On Monday, Araqchi told national television:
“Whenever it’s needed to send arms to our allies in
the region, we will do so.  We are not ashamed of
it.” US allies in the Gulf have cautiously welcomed
the July 14 deal, but they accuse Tehran of interfer-
ing in Arab conflicts, such as Syria,and pushing
hard for heightened regional influence.

US Secretary of State John Kerry said in remarks
published on Wednesday he will seek to reassure
Gulf Arab officials at a meeting in Qatar in the next
two weeks that Washington will work with them to
push back against Iranian influence in the region.

“We have negotiated a nuclear deal for the sim-
ple reason that we believe if you are going to push
back against Iran, it’s better to push back against
an Iran without a nuclear weapon than with one,”
the pan-Arab newspaper al-Sharq al-Awsat quoted
Kerry as saying. — Reuters

Turkish doctor pictured holding 

dead friend survives attack

ISTANBUL: A young Turkish doctor who
was pictured holding the hand of her
friend in the aftermath of the suicide
bombing on the Syrian border has survived
her injuries and been transported to
Istanbul for treatment, the Hurriyet daily
said yesterday.

In a picture that rapidly went viral on
social media, two women were shown lying
flat on their backs on the ground following
the attack in the border town of Suruc that
killed 32 people.

The newspaper said that young doctor
Cagla Seven, 27, who had only recently
passed her final exams to qualify as paedia-
trician, survived the blast despite severe
injuries. Her friend however reportedly
died, it added.

“We do not see anything life threatening
but we will have to follow a very  serious
treatment,” said doctor Enver Dayioglu who
had accompanied Seven after she was
evacuated from southeastern Turkey.

Pictures showed that Seven raised her
hand to make the victory sign from her
stretcher as she was rushed to the Istanbul
hospital to begin her treatment.

Reports said that she had 100 ball bear-
ings implanted in her body after the blast
and had required 14 blood transfusions.

Seven had been left unconscious after
the blast and was rushed to a hospital out-
side Suruc. She was then airlifted late on

Tuesday to the Istanbul University Medical
School Hospital, which is attached to the
same university that she had graduated
from. The activists from the Federation of
Socialist Youth Associations (SGDF) had
arrived in Suruc to take part in a rebuilding
mission for Kobane, which Kurdish forces
had retaken from IS earlier this year.

The group, mainly consisting of stu-
dents, had taken pictures of themselves
smiling optimistically and had been pho-
tographed enjoying breakfast just before
the attack.

Turkish press reports said that they had
come from all over Turkey including
Istanbul, the Black Sea region and the
mainly Kurdish southeast.

The youngest victim was reportedly
Okan Pirinc, 18, from the southern region
of Antakya. Among the oldest was Nazegul
Boyraz, 55, a mother of four from Istanbul.

Mother Ferdane Kilic, 55, and her son
25-year-old Nartan Kilic came to Suruc from
the western city of Bursa and were killed in
the attack, Hurriyet said.

Ferdane’s daughter Sinem also lightly
wounded and was Tuesday pictured carry-
ing the coffins of her mother and brother at
a funeral ceremony.

Cebrail Gunebakan, 24, meanwhile was
a prominent activist who had previously
been arrested by police while protesting
over Turkish policy on Syria. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Ali Rezaian (R), brother of Washington Post Tehran bureau chief Jason Rezaian,
answers questions from members of the media after a news conference at the National Press
Club yesterday in Washington, DC. The news conference was to give an update on the case of
Jason Rezaian, who is being held in Evin Prison in Iran since July 22, 2014. — AFP


