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Iraq bomb attacks kill 32
BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces and Sunni tribal fighters
launched an offensive to dislodge Islamic State militants
and  secure a supply route in Anbar province, police and
tribal sources said.

In other action, bomb attacks across the country killed
at least 32 people. The deadliest was when a car packed
with explosives was detonated in the mainly Shi’ite district
of New Baghdad in northeastern Baghdad, killing 16 peo-
ple and wounding 48.

The pro-government offensive tackled Islamic State mil-
itants near the western outpost of Haditha in a bid to
secure a route to the nearby Ain al-Asad military base.

Haditha and its nearby dam are in one of the few parts
of the Sunni Muslim province of Anbar still under the con-
trol of Iraq’s Shi’ite-led government forces, who were driven
out of the provincial capital Ramadi in May.

The offensive started with army and police forces
backed by Sunni tribal fighters attacking the Albu Hayat
area, 20 km (12 miles) southeast of Haditha, police and trib-
al sources said. Militants have used the area to strike the
supply route to Ain al-Asad where U.S. Marines are training
Iraqi troops. “We are attacking Daesh from three directions
and we will not retreat until retaking Albu Hayat to secure
not only Haditha but the supply route to the base”, said
Sunni tribal leader Khalid Mijbil al-Nimrawi, using a pejora-
tive term for Islamic State. Clashes were going on, the
sources said, with advancing troops facing heavy fire from
the radical Sunni militants who seized swathes of Iraq’s
north and west last year.

Dislodge
Meanwhile, at least 32 people were killed in explosions

across the country, police and medical sources said.
As well as the bombing in New Baghdad, two others

were killed in bomb attacks in Zafaraniya, the predomi-
nantly Shi’ite southern district of the capital.

At least six soldiers and policemen were killed in a sui-
cide attack at a checkpoint in the central town of Tarmiya,
about 25 km (15 miles) north of Baghdad, police and med-
ical sources said. Another eight people were killed and 16
wounded when a car bomb went off in a busy commercial

Pentagon probing reports of downed drone

BAGHDAD: Civilians look at damages at the scene a day after a car bombing hit the eastern neighborhood of New
Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday. On late Tuesday a car bomb detonated in front of a busy clothing store, killing and
wounding civilians, officials said.  — AP

street in Mandali, a predominately Kurdish Shi’ite town
about 100 km (60 miles) northeast of Baghdad.

No group immediately claimed responsibility for any of
the attacks, but Shi’ite areas and government forces are
often targeted by Sunni Islamist insurgents the govern-
ment is struggling to dislodge from large sections of the
north and west.

Separately, pictures circulated on social media
appeared to show a U.S. drone crashed in a government-
controlled desert area near Samawah, about 280 km (170
miles) southeast of Baghdad.

Samawah intelligence chief Brigadier Saad al-Waeli told
Reuters that intelligence teams had located a plane body
after receiving reports from factory workers. “Our initial
report shows that the plane was an American drone,” he
told Reuters.

The Pentagon confirmed an MQ-1 Predator crashed on
July 16 while returning to its Iraqi base after a surveillance
mission.  The drone was unarmed and the Pentagon said
the United States was working with Iraqi authorities to
recover the aircraft. — Reuters

Ferguson hires black
police commander

as interim chief
FERGUSON: Ferguson leaders introduced a new inter-
im police chief yesterday, tasking the black police com-
mander from Arizona with building trust between resi-
dents of the predominantly black St. Louis suburb and
its mostly white officers, nearly a year since Michael
Brown’s death roiled racial tensions.

Andre Anderson, a 50-year-old with a quarter cen-
tury in law enforcement, starts in Ferguson on
Thursday, essentially on six-month loan from the
Phoenix suburb of Glendale, Arizona. Anderson had an
inside track for his new, albeit interim gig - Ed Beasley,
a black man recently hired as Ferguson’s interim city
manager - had been Glendale’s city manager.

Touted for his knack for community outreach in
policing, Anderson arrives in Ferguson as it is still work-
ing to get its law enforcement house in order after a
scathing US Department of Justice report in March
pressed for reforms. That critique cited racial bias and
profiling in policing as well as a profit-driven municipal
court system that frequently targeted blacks, who
make up about two-thirds of Ferguson’s populace.

Thomas Jackson, Ferguson’s police chief for five
years, resigned just days after that report.  His top com-
mander - Lt. Col. Al Eickhoff, hired by Ferguson just
days after the black, unarmed Brown was fatally shot
last Aug. 9 by a white officer - was named his interim
replacement. Both Jackson and Eickhoff are white.

The Brown shooting touched off often-violent
protests in Ferguson and a national “Black Lives Matter”
movement seeking changes in how police deal with
minorities. Neither Anderson nor Ferguson Mayor
James Knowles III, who is white, addressed specifics of
the Justice Department report during a news confer-
ence yesterday. But Anderson acknowledged that
efforts to mend fractured relations between Ferguson
residents and their police - and improve the police
force’s diversity - may take more than the six months
he has been granted a leave from his Arizona job.

Anderson pledged to foster within Ferguson’s
department the “respect, cultural awareness and the
professionalism this community deserves,” and he
asked the populace to help him “set a course in the his-
tory books that clearly proves that peace prevails.” New
officers, he said, should “reflect the demographics of
the community.”

“I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and get to work,”
said Anderson, a Philadelphia native, Army veteran and
boxer who acknowledged that he hoped to be consid-
ered for the permanent chief’s position.

Several of Ferguson’s top officials - Jackson, the city
manager and the municipal judge among them -
resigned after the Justice Department report investiga-
tion initiated after the 18-year-old Brown was shot by
Ferguson officer Darren Wilson. A St. Louis County
grand jury last November declined to indict Wilson,
who later resigned. The Justice Department also
declined to prosecute Wilson, announcing that deci-
sion at the same time it released its report critical of
police and court practices.

Knowles said yesterday that in recent months
Ferguson has adopted reforms, including hiring a new
interim judge and revamping the municipal court sys-
tem. He said Ferguson police were among the first in
the St. Louis region to equip officers with body cam-
eras in the wake of Brown’s death. — AP


