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The Health Ministry’s department of treatment
abroad is considered the scorcher for all who
manage it, as much as it is rewarding for those

who want to financially benefit from it.
There is no big difference between the service

abroad that is presented by the government (particu-
larly as the summer break approaches for some
groups of citizens and most hospitals are in Europe
and America) and the service of distributing farm
lands and animal pens, free of charge, also for a
select group of citizens. The harm of both exceeds
their benefits and in most cases, these grants work
only in buying temporary loyalty and do not deserve
respect.

There is no doubt that there are those who should
be spent on for the necessary treatment in special-
ized hospitals and international specialists, particu-
larly those whose finances do not allow them to
receive treatment abroad. Yet the aim of most of
those who go to the department of treatment
abroad is to get free ‘tourism treatment’ and the evi-
dence is that the ‘ill’ do not turn out sick, and their
cases do not become critical and require treatment
abroad except due to the coming summer. But in
winter, you will find no one applying and it seems
that the ‘ill’ wants to get sick in Kuwait’s beautiful
weather during this time, while the temperature in
Europe is below zero!

The treatment department is a waste of money
and effort and may be a center for nurturing grudges
and hatred between various groups of people, espe-
cially when they see how transactions of some are
accepted for those who have wastas (persons who
mediate on behalf of others) from influential people
and members of parliament, while rejecting others
who deserve it and whose diseases are more critical
than others. The government does not find gratitude
or thanks from those who got treatment tourism,
either because they feel that it is their right and
those who grab it are lucky or because they got it
through wasta, and the gratitude goes for the wasta,
and not the state. Also, those who and their families
got the opportunity of treatment abroad, got it after
great efforts and extreme suffering and bouts of beg-
ging over many months, this in addition to fights,
daily physical and psychological suffering, so, there is
no one who deserves their thanks!

We said it before and we repeat it again, this
unjustified generosity of grants and gifts has no ben-
efit except for the person who got it, because it is
short lived and its harm is long lasting, as the free
service receiver forgets quickly and asks for more and
if his request is rejected, he becomes angry and
starts complaining! If our government was actually
wise and thought about deducting from what was
being allocated each year for treatment abroad, at
least for the past twenty years alone, then it would
have collected an amount enough to build 10 inter-
national hospitals with international doctors. But
what can be done, when clumsiness is our slogan! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times
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If you have an argument and disagreement with your
son yet keep him in your household, things will peace-
fully end and the problem will be resolved sometime.

However, if you throw him out from his safe haven and
home sanctuary, this will cost dearly because he would
most probably have to mingle with people who might
lead him into evil and crime in order to survive, which is
obviously one of the main hidden reasons for the
destruction we are witnessing in the Arab world. 

During colonial times when they used to rule and
occupy Arab countries, the British were wise enough in
this regard, as when they disagreed with Egyptian leader
Ahmed Orabi, Saad Zaghloul and their companions, as
well as with the late Abdul Aziz Al-Shamlan and his com-
panions in Bahrain, they did not expel them from their
countries, where driven by their need for an alternative
home and sustenance, they could have been subjected
to the possible influence of opponents such as the French
and others. 

Instead and during the temporary banishment of the
aforementioned leaders, the British housed them in luxu-
rious mansions and palaces abroad and allocated special
generous and dignified allowances for them. They were
even allowed to use to best cabins onboard vessels carry-
ing them to their political asylums, such as in the case of
Shamlan, who was accommodated in the captain’s cabin. 

However, the disaster started with the Arab revolu-
tionary governments after July 23, 1952, when all leftist,
Marxist and labor powers were oppressed in 1952 in

Egypt. All political blocs’ leaders during the king’s reign
were nominally prosecuted and forced to opt for volun-
tary asylum. Furthermore, and in order to deprive them
from using the sums they took abroad with them, the
Egyptian government cancelled the £100 notes. 

This was followed by hunting Muslim Brotherhood
members following an attempt to assassinate Nasser in
1954, and thus forcing their leaders to flee the country.
The same happened in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Libya. In
most cases, the world’s most influential powers and intel-
ligences managed to recruit many of these leaders in
exile while they were at their weakest moments to send
them and their followers decades later back to their
home countries where they act as timed bombs readily
available to blow up those countries from within. 

The reason why Western and Asian countries are more
stable is that politicians in those countries remain in their
countries despite their conflicts and disagreements,
whereas some Arab countries are being torn to pieces
with such conflicts.  Some revolutionary Arab leaders and
their intelligences took advantage of the fact that
Palestinians have no permanent home and used the
same method recruiting some Palestinian leaders, mak-
ing them agents in this or that intelligence to later on use
in sabotage, terrorism and hijackings, or to get some
countries involved in civil wars such as in the case of
Jordan and Lebanon, which eventually negatively affect-
ed the Palestinian cause. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Many are afraid of ‘secularism’ and the majority
thinks it is anti-religion, but most Muslims do
not know that secularism is actually an

Islamic invention, and that the state in the Islamic
history remained to a great extent isolated from reli-
gion, or that religion had total independence from
the state.

There is no argument that the wise Islamic
caliphate witnessed a combination between ima-
mate and caliphate, and the caliph remained a repre-
sentative of the religious and earthly authorities.
There is no argument about that, but since the fall of
the wise caliphate, religion separated itself from the
state, and all known imams became independent
from the earthly authority - rather it can be said that
a religious authority was created next to the earthy
one as a challenge, and it does challenge it most of
the time.

The four imams of Muslims refused to work with
the authority, or place themselves under their leader-
ship, and underwent oppression, torture and exile in
exchange of their independence and continuance
away from getting involved in the authority. This
means they fought to separate religion from the state.

The first imam Abu Haneefa was mistreated and
imprisoned during the Umayyads because he dif-
fered with the state’s official religion. His luck with
the Abbasids was not much better, as he was lashed
and imprisoned until he died. By the way, the reason
behind the difference between Imam Abu Haneefa
with the two Umayyad and Abbasid authorities,
according to rumors, was his public support of ‘Ahl
Al-Beit.’ This means that the first Sunni sect was a
‘Shiite’ one or close to Ahl Al-Beit, and it is a matter
that calls for thinking during these days during which
some people are trying to instigate strife between
Sunnis and Shiites.

The second imam Malik bin Anas was lashed and
his shoulder was dislocated by the authority. Imam
Shafee choose to migrate to Egypt after he refused
the offer of Al-Mamoon to become a judge, and the
dilemma of Imam Ibn Hanbal over the creation of the
Holy Quran is well known, as he was lashed and jailed
for violating the authority’s opinion.

All four accredited imams rejected to place reli-
gion at the service of the state. This means that secu-
larism does not only mean separating religion from
the state as some people think - rather it also means
separating the state from religion, that is the inde-
pendence of religion and reducing the chances of the
political authority to dominate people’s affairs. The
imams of the four schools categorically refused to
place religion under the control of the authority. The
only imam - if it is right to use this term - who placed
religion at the service of the authority, was
Mohammad bin Abdulwahhab. And I think that from
here the dilemma of religion began. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times
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False alarm

causes scare
KUWAIT: Claims of a woman that her brother-in-law is a
terrorist and carries explosives created fears among
policemen, only to find later that the woman was men-
tally disturbed. Police rushed to the brother-in-law’s
house in Andalus and arrested the man, but after ques-
tioning him, it was found that the woman who reported
the case is not aware of her behavior.

Bogus ‘sheikh’ 
A haris (building custodian) was happy when he

received a call from a person who claimed to be a
ruling family member, and told him he will help
release his son from prison. His joy soon turned into
misery however, when he later found out that the
caller was a con artist who took advantage of the sit-
uation and took KD 260 from him.

The haris said that his son faced financial prob-
lems and was sent to prison because according to
him, he could not help his son pay back money he
owes to people. The haris asked for help through a
newspaper ad, and as soon as it appeared on July
9th, a man called and said he was a ‘sheikh’ and was
ready to help him. The bogus sheikh asked for his
Civil ID number, then called two days later and told
him about all the details of his son, and said a
lawyer will call him and ask for papers needed for
his son’s release in prison and that he can pay his
dues in installments. The lawyer then met the haris
in Hawally, asked for certain papers and took KD
110 as fees. The bogus sheikh later called and said
that his mother will meet him to extend any help, so
the haris thanked the sheikh for his efforts.

The haris said the lawyer called again and said
that he completed some procedures in regards to
the case and said that it will be only two days then
his son will be released and asked for KD 150,
which he gave. A friend who was with the haris told
him he has doubts about the whole issue, so the
haris asked some people to check the two phone
numbers and found out that one number regis-
tered in the name of Lt. F.R and the second in the
name of H.D.

The haris added that he tried to call the two, but
to no avail, and waited until the Eid holiday was over
and informed police about the con act. The lawyer
surprisingly called on the third day of Eid and asked
for KD 140 and requested to meet him at a certain
place. The haris told him he doesn’t have a car, so
the lawyer said he will come to Hawally. The haris
called police who arrived and as soon as the fake
lawyer arrived, he saw the police patrol, so he ran on
foot but was caught and taken to Nugra police sta-
tion, where he was found to be wanted. A complaint
was filed at Farwaniya police station and the bogus
sheikh is being sought by detectives. —Al-Rai
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Wafra field workers

on paid open leave
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) and
Saudi Arabian Chevron issued an administrative circular
giving all workers in the divided zone in Wafra joint
operations a paid open leave if the production in Wafra
field continues until the end of August. The news sug-
gests that hope of resuming production at the field has
diminished, Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday. The cir-
cular forced all workers to take the balance of leave
starting from the beginning of August. Meanwhile, offi-
cial sources working at KGOC criticized the company’s
CEO for signing the circular. “Claims about suspending
production for maintenance purposes are baseless,
because Chevron is pressuring the Kuwaiti side to
achieve its demands to get work permits for its workers
and continues use of Al-Zoor port, which is considered
the main issue of dispute between the two sides,” the
sources said. —Al-Qabas

Hajj prices up

by 40 percent
KUWAIT: Many hajj campaigns’ owners said the lack of
support and alternatives force them to increase prices
due to the services presented to those who join them,
in addition to Kuwaiti campaigns already distin-
guished.

The increase this year reached 40 percent from last
year, as the price for each pilgrim was KD 1,350 on
average, but jumped to KD 1,800, while 95 percent of
campaigns have closed their records because they
completed the number of pilgrims al lowed.
Consequently, many considered those factors as justi-
fication to join the “pavement” campaigns as they con-
sidered the high prices exhaustive.

Meanwhile, Awqaf Ministry Undersecretary Dr Adel
Al-Falah said Kuwaiti hajj campaigns, through studies
in Saudi Arabia, are considered among the top in pre-
senting services to pilgrims. He added that hajj
reached a point that is leaning towards luxury, and
that they are working on reducing it, as there are com-
plaints about the lack of ice cream in some campaigns.
Falah pointed out that he told all campaigns to con-
centrate on the cultural and spiritual aspects, and live
the concepts of hajj.

Falah said prices of Kuwaiti campaigns are realistic
compared with those in poor countries though they
do not get 25 percent of the services Kuwaiti pilgrims
receive especially those presented at the holy lands
and during their return to Kuwait.

He said the number of Kuwaiti pilgrims is now con-
trollable, adding that the ministry of Awqaf is seeking
to get a permanent building for the Kuwait Hajj
Mission in Saudi Arabia.

Most noted instructions for the upcoming hajj sea-
son: Respect the law and comply with its rules, stand
together against all threats to the country, foil the
attempts of everyone who wants evil and strife in the
country, maintain security and stability of the country
and state property, condemn violence and irresponsi-
ble acts, confront any acts and behaviors that aim at
compromising security in the country, and stay away
from gatherings during hajj. —Al-Qabas


