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DUBAI: The Ford Motor Company Conservation
and Environmental Grants is celebrating 15 years of
helping communities with their environmental
projects by expanding its scope to North Africa
with a total funding of US$100,000 available. 

The expansion of the program to North Africa
signifies the importance of these markets. As part
of its global growth plan, Ford Motor Company
opened a new regional sales office in Casablanca
and a purchasing office in Tangier.

The Grants program helps grassroots level proj-
ects dedicated to environmental causes in the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Jordan,
Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen. This year, Egypt, Tunisia,
Morocco and Algeria are added into the initiative.

For the 15th anniversary edition, individuals or
non-profit groups can apply for the program from
now until August 15, 2015 via www.me.ford.com.
This year, the program will also launch an e-book
featuring past winners of Ford Grants to celebrate
15 years of helping environmental causes.

“We are proud to have reached this important
milestone in the history of the Ford Motor
Company Conservation and Environmental Grants
in the region. Over the years, 176 projects were able
to continue to promote environmental awareness
and conserve natural resources in various parts of
the GCC, Levant, Iraq and Yemen. From teaching
students how to properly conserve water or recycle
waste to protecting endangered species and natu-
ral habitat, the Ford Grants proudly pledge to con-
tinue our advocacy for many more years to come,”
said Kalyana Sivagnanam, Vice President, Marketing
Sales and Service, Ford Middle East and Africa

“As today’s generation gives greater attention to
environmental causes, Ford is thrilled to be part of
a process that can help people make significant

differences in their communities,” Sivagnanam
added.

Program History
$1.4 Million

Since 2000, the program has awarded almost
$1.4 Million, spread to 176 separate projects
throughout the Middle East. Grants have supported
projects that study and conserve the region’s rich
biodiversity, recycling programs, green building ini-
tiatives and work to raise conservation awareness.
The Ford Grants is one of the largest corporate ini-
tiatives of its kind in the region, created to empow-
er individuals and non-profit groups that are donat-
ing their time and efforts to preserve the environ-
mental well-being of their communities.

The Ford Motor Company Conservation and
Environmental Grants initiative has received sup-
port from various governmental and non-govern-
mental environmental authorities from around the
Middle East, including the World Wide Fund for
Nature, the Emirates Wildlife Society, the Arab
Forum for Environment and Development (AFED)
and UNESCO Doha.

Winners are chosen by an independent panel of
judges consisting of academics and leaders from
regional environmental organizations. The judges
are carefully selected based on geographical cover-
age, age and gender equality. They look for initia-
tives that demonstrate a well-defined sense of pur-
pose, a commitment to maximizing available
resources, and a reputation for meeting objectives
and delivering planned programs and services. For
more information about Ford Motor Company
Conservation and Environmental Grants, please vis-
it http://me.ford.com or write to
fmegrant@ford.com.
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KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced that its Farwaniya
branch has now relocated to larger premises in
Farwaniya City to provide customers with a better, faster
and more convenient service. 

In a press release, Moataz El-Rafie, the Senior DCEO -
Banking Group at Ahli United Bank, announced that the
Bank is now welcoming customers to the new Fawaniya
premises which is in a more convenient location for retail
and commercial customers, providing comfortable facili-
ties and an enhanced teller area equipped to service its

valuable individual and commercial businesses in the
Farwaniya area. The new branch also offers Drive
Through ATMs which achieve fast access for customers
to a range of banking services without stepping out of
one’s car.   In addition, the new branch also features Safe
Deposit Lockers to enable customers to securely store
their valuables.

Rafie added, “In Ahli United Bank we are seeking to
provide the best service for our customers in our branch-
es, which have been carefully designed and prepared to

be consistent with technology developments and to
achieve the highest standard of customers’ requirements
consistent with the Bank’s statement of sharia and
Pleasant Treatment.

Ahli United Bank has a network of 37 branches cover-
ing all areas of Kuwait plus over 90 ATM’s providing 24/7
service including cash and cheque deposit. Ahli United
Bank has plans to expand its branch network in growth
areas and is introducing new and convenient channels
to service customers.

Ahli United Bank announces
Farwaniya Branch relocation

Ahli United Bank’s branch in Farwaniya.

KUWAIT: “KFH expansion in the global markets is a step
further in our ambitious strategy to lead global develop-
ment of Islamic financial services and alleviate KFH-Group
to the rank of the most profitable and trusted Islamic bank
and achieve highest ranks in innovation and excellence in
customer service line” said Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
Chairman, Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq.

Speaking at the Inauguration Ceremony of KT Bank AG
in Frankfurt, Germany in presence of Board and executive
management members, KFH CEO Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh,
Chairman of Fatwa and Shariah Supervisory Board at KFH
Dr Sayyed Mohammed Al-Tabtabae, CEO KFH-Turkey Ufuk
Uyan, Head of Sharaih Control Dr Shouaib Abdulsalam and
a number of financial dignitaries and lawmakers, Marzouq
added that KFH-Group boasts the inauguration and incor-
poration of the first Islamic bank operating in one of the
largest economies in Europe through KFH-Turkey. Germany
will be the starting point to penetrate the Euro Market and
complete its efforts in the issuance of Sukuk and invest-
ment funds in the Euro continent.

Marzouq said “We seek to transfer our expertise in
Islamic finance industry to the German and Euro financial
market through this new bank while focusing on the
Islamic community and other tiers of customers from dif-
ferent religions wishing to deal with a bank operating as
per ethical banking. KFH has a significant variety of Sharia
compliant services and products i.e. banking services, real
estate services, investment portfolios, Ijara, execution of
projects for its account and for the account of others and
provision of retail and corporate commercial and finance
services to achieve the best interest of the bank and the
customer”

Rapid growth
Moreover, he reiterated that KT Bank AG inauguration

underlines the German government efforts to consolidate
the Islamic Finance which is growing rapidly worldwide.
Growth ratios in Islamic financial assets maintained high
levels reaching 17 percent worldwide i.e. $1.6 trillion. It is
anticipated that this volume may reach $4.2 Trillion by

2020 as per several specialized studies. Islamic finance
products are witnessing an unprecedented clear expansion
worldwide. In this respect the distinguished Turkish experi-
ment was highly appreciated in regard to the successful
issuance of Sukuks during the last three years totaling
$3.75 Billion with KFH participation in some of them. He
noted that major financial institutions have shown great
interest in Islamic finance such as International Bank and
international Monetary Fund which has launched recently
the initiative to release the hidden Islamic finance energies
and support global financial stability.

At the conclusion of his speech, Marzouq explained that
KFH Group reiterates its willingness to work hand in hand
with the German government and monetary authorities to
support investments, build financial products and portfo-
lios, avail diversification opportunities and promising capa-
bilities of the German economy, increase finance volume,
create new instruments that would reinforce the move-
ment of trade between Germany and KFH group countries
and markets. He conveyed his sincere thanks and apprecia-

tion to the participants and the organizers of this great
event.

Great achievement
Meanwhile, KFH-Group CEO, Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh

started his speech by congratulating KFH-Group and the
whole Islamic banking industry for this great achievement.
This is indeed a paradigm shift in KFH-Group overseas
expansion by operating a fully-fledged Islamic bank “KT
Bank AG” with a capital of Euro 45 million. This achieve-
ment paves the way for further growth, and opens new
promising horizons and vast scopes of business and invest-
ment in Europe’s largest economies.

He added that Islamic finance industry has become a
role model. Several banks and countries expressed their
desire to adopt Islamic banking methodology that proved
its efficiency and soundness against financial crisis.  The
widespread of Islamic banks has become apparent and
quite obvious in fact. The tools of Islamic banking are more
efficient and witness huge turnout from different seg-

ments. Islamic banks won this momentum as they take into
consideration serving the society, resolving economic
issues, achieving service quality, focusing on economic and
social perspectives of banking business, improving the
investment climate and thriving to give investors a new
perspective on the dynamics of development in order to
achieve sustainable success and growth.

Ethical values
In the meantime, KFH-Turkey CEO, Ufuk Uyan said “Our

major goal is to provide banking services compliant with
sound banking principles and ethical values through our
branch offices in Germany, and offer the widest range of
products to the domestic and foreign customers to meet
their needs. We will open new branch offices during the
period ahead. Our goal on the long term is to expand into
Central Europe using Germany as a hub. He indicated that
KFH-Group integration and its extensive expertise in
Islamic banking industry is a keystone in achieving growth
and success for the bank.

Marzouq: KFH boasts opening first Islamic
bank in one of Europe’s largest economies 

At the Inauguration Ceremony of ‘KT Bank AG’ in Germany

The officials in a group picture. The ribbon cutting ceremony. Nahedh with Frankfurt Governor in the branch.

KFH-Turkey CEO Ufuk Uyan speaking.KFH CEO Mazin Al-Nahedh speaking.KFH Chairman Hamad Al-Marzouq speaking.


