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Government bid to extend 
detention period slammed

MP criticizes oil minister over statements

News
i n  b r i e f

Bid to steal Kuwait 
cash in Paris foiled

PARIS: Kuwait’s health attache in France said an armed
attack on a car transferring money from the bank to
Kuwait’s health bureau in Paris was foiled yesterday,
reported Al-Anbaa daily. No injuries were reported,
while the gunman was arrested. 

Chattanooga shooter 
acted alone, says FBI

CHICAGO: The man who killed five US troops in
Tennessee was acting alone, the FBI said yesterday,
adding it is too early to tell if he was “radicalized” or
motivated by mental illness. Four US marines and a
sailor were killed after Mohammad Youssuf
Abdulazeez, 24, opened fire on two military centers
in Chattanooga before dying in a shootout with
police Thursday. Authorities have said they are
treating the case - reminiscent of other shooting
rampages at US military installations - as an “act of
terrorism”. “At this time we are treating him as a
homegrown violent extremist,” FBI special agent Ed
Reinhold told reporters. “We believe he acted on
his own on that day.” Nearly 1,000 FBI agents are
pursuing hundreds of leads as they try to under-
stand what motivated Abdulazeez, a naturalized US
citizen who was born in Kuwait.

Kuwait’s Al-Salam to 
list on Egypt exchange 

CAIRO: Kuwait’s Al-Salam Group Holding Co KSC has
received approval to list on the Egyptian stock
exchange and offer depository receipts, exchange chair-
man Mohamed Omran told Reuters yesterday. Al-Salam
Holding, an investment company listed on the Kuwait
and Dubai exchanges, has tried unsuccessfully to offer
depository receipts on the Egyptian bourse since 2013.
“The approval for Al-Salam’s listing in the form of depos-
itory receipts is the first time for a non-Egyptian compa-
ny and which does not operate in Egypt,” Omran said.
“With the listing of Kuwaiti Al Salaam Holding and
Beltone Capital today there will have been 12 new com-
panies listed on the Egyptian bourse since the begin-
ning of the year,” Omran told Reuters.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition groups and a liberal lawmaker yester-
day strongly rejected attempts by the government to
amend the penal code in order to extend detention peri-
ods. The so-called parliamentary majority opposition
group said in a statement that it has been disturbed by
reports that the government wants to extend the deten-
tion period in police custody to four days instead of the
current 48 hours and raise preventive detention to 21 days
instead of four days.

The group, consisting members of the Feb 2012 parlia-
ment which was dissolved by court, recalled that the penal
code was amended and the detention period shortened in
2012 by that parliament. The statement said that the 2012
amendments were brought about to end illegal practices
by police and alleged torture during detention.

The statement called on the Kuwaiti people to oppose
any move to change the positive old amendments with
new ones to curtail freedoms and rights. The group also
said the new move comes at a time when authorities have
banned relatives of opposition leader Musallam Al-Barrak,
currently serving a two-year term, to visit him.

Last week, MP Abdullah Al-Maayouf said that the amend-
ments will be issued in an emergency decree because the
National Assembly is in recess. Secretary general of the liber-
al National Democratic Alliance Bashar Al-Sayegh also criti-
cized the move to introduce the amendment, saying it con-
stitutes a violation of the constitution. He said in a state-
ment that the move to make the amendment through 

Continued on Page 13

BIRMINGHAM: A university assistant shows fragments of an old Quran at the University of Birmingham
yesterday. — AP 

LONDON: Fragments of a Holy Quran manuscript
found in a British university library are from one of the
world’s oldest surviving copies of the Islamic text, and
may even have been written by someone who knew
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), researchers said yester-
day. Radiocarbon dating indicated that the parch-
ment folios held by the University of Birmingham in
central England were at least 1,370 years old, which
would make them one of the earliest written forms of
the Islamic holy book in existence.

“They could well take us back to within a few years
of the actual founding of Islam,” said David Thomas,
Professor of Christianity and Islam at the university.
Researchers said the manuscript consisted of two
parchment leaves and contained parts of surahs
(chapters) 18 to 20, and was written with ink in an ear-
ly form of Arabic script known as Hijazi.

The university said for years it had been mis-bound
with leaves of a similar Quran manuscript which dated
from the late seventh century. The radiocarbon dat-
ing, said to have a 95.4 percent accuracy, found the
parchment dated from between 568 and 645.
Muhammad (PBUH) lived between 570 and 632. They
were spotted by an Italian academic, Alba Fedeli,
while conducting research for her PhD. 

Continued on Page 13

‘World’s oldest’ Quran parchments found

Gold prices slide to 
weakest since 2010

LONDON: Gold fell more than 1 percent to a five-year
low yesterday as a bounce in the dollar fuelled down-
side momentum, with investors continuing to pull away
from the metal after its dramatic slide earlier this week.
A looming rise in US interest rates, the first in nearly a
decade, has dented gold’s investment appeal, encour-
aging more sellers in the market after Monday’s 3 per-
cent rout, its biggest one-day drop since Sept 2013.
Holdings in the world’s biggest gold-backed exchange-
traded fund, SPDR Gold Shares, fell for a fourth day yes-
terday by another 4.8 tonnes, hitting their lowest since
2008. Its reserves have nearly halved from their 2012
peak. Gold’s decline yesterday picked up momentum
after the dollar moved into positive territory against a
basket of currencies. (See Page 24)

JEDDAH: Saudi leaders yesterday sought
reassurance from US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter over a deal curbing Iran’s
nuclear program in exchange for an eas-
ing of economic sanctions. Carter held
talks in the Red Sea city of Jeddah with
King Salman and his powerful son,
Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, who is defence minister and sec-
ond-in-line to the throne. Carter arrived
as part of a tour of the Middle East trying
to allay the concerns of US allies that
Iran, made wealthier under the deal, will
be more able to support its regional
proxies.

Despite the agreement reached this
month between Tehran and six major
powers led by Washington, Gulf states
also worry Iran could still be able to
develop an atomic weapon. They are
wary of the overtures to Tehran by

Washington, their traditional defence
partner. “Both the king and the minister
reiterated their support of the Iranian
nuclear deal,” Carter told reporters
aboard his plane.

During the discussion with the king,
“the only reservations we discussed were
ones that we thoroughly share, mainly
that we attend to verification of the
agreement as it is implemented”, Carter
said after the Saudi visit lasting about
four hours. Under a so-called “snapback”
mechanism, sanctions can be reinstated
if world powers feel Iran has not met its
commitments under the Vienna agree-
ment. Riyadh and its neighbors accuse
their Shiite regional rival of meddling in
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. Anwar
Eshki, chairman of the Jeddah-based
Centre for Strategic and Legal Studies, 

Continued on Page 13

Saudis seek US reassurance on Iran deal

JEDDAH: US Defence Secretary Ashton Carter meets Saudi King Salman at Al-
Salam Palace yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Leading oil producer the
United Arab Emirates will scrap
subsidies on petrol and diesel from
August to cut spending as low
crude prices hit revenues, the ener-
gy ministry said yesterday. Pump
prices for the two fuels will now be
set on the basis of world prices and
adjusted each month, the ministry
said in a statement carried by the
official WAM news agency. The
move is expected to save billions
of dollars a year. The International
Monetary Fund said in a report
released on Monday that the UAE
has been spending $29 billion a
year subsidizing petroleum prod-
ucts and electricity.

“The decision to scrap subsidies
was taken to support state
finances, rationalize fuel consump-
tion and protect natural resources
and the environment,” the ministry
said. Fuel prices in the UAE are
already the highest of any of the
six Gulf Arab states but still among
the lowest in the world because of
the heavy subsidy. Petrol currently

retails at 50 US cents a litre ($2.27 a
gallon) and diesel at 64 cents
($2.91).

Energy Minister Suhail Al-
Mazrouei said the decision was is
“in line with international econom-
ic trends to liberalize markets and
boost competitiveness”. He said it
would also cut fuel consumption
and encourage greater use of envi-
ronmentally friendly transport

alternatives like electric cars. He
said that in 2013, the transport sec-
tor was responsible for 22 percent
of harmful emissions in the UAE.
The UAE had already reduced the
level of the fuel subsidy in recent
years. Like other Gulf states, its rev-
enues have been hit hard by the
sharp drop in world crude prices
since last year.

Continued on Page 13

WASHINGTON: A US-led coalition air
strike earlier this month killed the
Kuwaiti leader of an Al-Qaeda off-
shoot in Syria that American officials
accuse of plotting attacks against the
United States and its allies, the
Pentagon said. Muhsin Al-Fadhli was
killed in a “kinetic strike” on July 8
while traveling in a vehicle near the
northwestern Syrian town of
Sarmada, said Captain Jeff Davis, a
Pentagon spokesman. He did not con-
firm whether a drone or a manned air-
craft had killed Fadhli, 34.

Fadhli was allegedly
the leader of the Khorasan
Group, a group of senior
Al-Qaeda members who
have traveled from Central
Asia and elsewhere in the
Middle East to Syria to plot
attacks on the West. The
militant was so trusted by
the inner circle of late Al-
Qaeda supreme leader
Osama bin Laden that he
was among the few who knew in
advance about the Sept 11, 2001
attacks on the United States, accord-
ing to US intelligence. “His death will
degrade and disrupt ongoing external
operations of Al-Qaeda against the
United States and its allies and partners,”
said Davis, who heads the Defense
Depart- ment’s press operations.

Counterterrorism expert Bruce
Riedel, however, a former CIA analyst,
called Fadhli’s death a “serious but not
fatal” blow to Al-Qaeda in Syria. Davis
said Fadhli was also involved in
October 2002 attacks against US
Marines on Kuwait’s Failaka Island and
on the MV Limburg, a French oil
tanker. He was reported to have been

previously targeted in a US air strike in
September, but his death was not
confirmed by US officials at the time.

Officials say Khorasan is part of Al-
Qaeda’s Syrian branch, Al-Nusra Front,
though experts and activists cast doubt
on the distinction between the two
groups. In a September interview, US
President Barack Obama listed
Khorasan among “immediate threats to
the United States,” warning that “those
folks could kill Americans”. The US State
Department had posted a $7 million
reward for information leading to

Fadhli’s death or detention.
He was wanted by law

enforcement authorities in
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
the United States for ter-
rorist activities. The
diminutive fighter - US
intelligence says he meas-
ured just five feet five inch-
es - fought alongside the
Taleban and Al-Qaeda in
Pakistan, according to the

State Department. The US National
Counterterrorism Center has said he
had become Al-Qaeda’s senior leader
in Iran.

Fadhli was a major facilitator to
late militant Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi,
who once led Al-Qaeda in Iraq, and
other fighters against US and multina-
tional forces. The US Treasury
Department alleged that he provided
financial and material support to
Zarqawi’s network and Al-Qaeda. The
UN Security Council’s Al-Qaeda
Sanctions Committee cited him in
2005 for his role in planning, facilitat-
ing and financing Al-Qaeda attacks,
which triggered a freeze on his assets
and a travel ban. — AFP 

Qaeda chief Fadhli 
killed in US strike

UAE to scrap fuel subsidies 

DUBAI: A petrol station worker fills a gas tank yesterday. — AP 

Muhsin Al-Fadhli

WASHINGTON: The White House is in the “final
stages” of a plan to close the Guantanamo Bay
detention facility, spokesman Josh Earnest said yes-
terday. US President Barack Obama made the clo-
sure of the controversial offshore prison a priority
when he took office in 2009, but the plan has faced
numerous setbacks, including Congress blocking
the transfer of detainees to US prisons.

“The administration is in fact in the final stages
of drafting a plan to safely and responsibly (close)
the prison at Guantanamo Bay and to present that
to Congress,” Earnest said. “That has been some-

thing that our national security officials have been
working on for quite some time, primarily because
it is a priority of the president.”

The closure of the center in Cuba is a national
security interest and its operation is not an effec-
tive use of government resources, Earnest told
reporters. The US has slowly been sending prison-
ers back to their home countries or to third coun-
tries, something that needs to continue if the facili-
ty is to shut, Earnest said. Just under half of the
detainees remaining have been cleared to leave
but have yet to be resettled or repatriated. — AFP 

‘Final’ plan to shut Gitmo 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah meet the delegation members. —Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets Acting Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said yester-
day that the next national celebra-
tions would be marked by distinc-
tive media promotion.

Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud, who
is also head of the permanent
organizing committee of national
celebrations, said following yester-
day ’s committee meeting that
preparations and arrangements for
national celebrations marking the
25th anniversary of the Liberation
Day and 10th anniversary of His

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s assump-
tion of power were discussed by
the committee’s members.

A suggestion to design a new
logo of the organizing committee
was given the thumbs up during
the meeting, taking into consider-
ation a fur ther promotion of
Kuwait’s identity, national unity,
humanitarian activities, tourism
and entertainment, he said. The
country’s coming national festivals
would witness drastic changes in
both form and content, the minis-
ter pointed out. —KUNA

National celebrations to

see impressive promotion

KUWAIT: Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah meets French
Ambassador Christian Nakhle. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan
Palace yesterday a grass-root delegation that
had visited the supreme guide, Seyyed Ali Al-

Sistani, and the Grand Imam Dr Ahmad Al-Tayeb,
Al-Azhar Sheikh. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was
in attendance.

The Kuwaiti delegation had expressed grati-
tude to the two top religious scholars on express-
ing condolences over the victims who had fallen
in the terrorist bombing that targeted Imam Al-

Sadiq Mosque in Kuwait last month. They con-
veyed to His Highnesses the Amir and HH the
Crown Prince appreciation of Seyyed Sistani and
the Grand Imam of His Highness the Amir’s role in

unifying the Kuwaitis. Earlier, His Highness the
Amir received His Highness the Crown Prince and
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Top scholars appreciate Amir’s national unity role

KUWAIT: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah presides over the meeting. —KUNA

Information and Youth Affairs
Minister Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah speaks at
the meeting.

Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Secretary of the permanent organiz-
ing committee of national celebra-
tions is pictured during the meeting.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
discussed yesterday with French
Ambassador to Kuwait Christian Nakhle

means to bolster media cooperation
between the two countries. In a press state-
ment, the Information Minister underlined
the role of media in strengthening relations
between the two friendly countries. —KUNA

Info Minister, French envoy

discuss media cooperation

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Helal Al-Sayer
has reiterated the importance of develop-
ment projects the KRCS carries out for vic-
tims of natural disasters worldwide. Prior to
his departure to Indonesia to open Al-
Mubarakiya Crafts School and Al-
Mubarakiya multi-purpose hall in Banda
Aceh, Sayer said yesterday that both are a
part of ‘Jaber Al-Ahmad Village.’

The village, named after Kuwait’s late
Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for his generous support to humani-
tarian and relief initiatives and work, was

built there in the aftermath of the Tsunami
that hit Southeast Asia in 2004. It already
includes 150 houses and a school, a
mosque and a medical center.

According to Sayer, the KRCS has car-
ried out several projects, not only in Banda
Aceh, one of the regions hard hit and
damaged by the Tsunami, but in other
areas in the country. These include infra-
structure, schools and libraries, he said, in
addition to providing fishing boats, relief
and medical supplies, support to orphans,
ambulances and heavy equipment for
paving roads. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received ambassadors of ASEAN countries to Kuwait on
the occasion of Eid Al-Fitr. The reception was attended by Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani, Ambassador of Malaysia, Phouangkeo
Langsy, Ambassador of Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Pengiran Haji Mustapa Aliuddin, Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam,
Sman Manan, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Cambodia, Renato Pedro Villa, Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines, Prasas
Prasasvinitchai, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand, Nguyen Hong Thao, Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
and Aye Khaing, Ambassador of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

KRCS to open crafts

school in Indonesia

Al-Mubarakiya Crafts School in Banda Aceh, Indonesia

GENEVA: A senior official of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said the State
of Kuwait is the only Arab country amongst the
ICRC’s top ten contributors. “Kuwait has joined the
group of State contributors which offer multi-mil-
lion contributions,” Chairman of the ICRC’s Foreign
Resources Adeeb Al-Nahas said yesterday.

The ICRC official called on other Arab coun-
tries to seek to be part of the organization’s list of
contributors. Kuwait has provided approximately
$20 million for the Syrian people over the last
three years, he added. The ICRC’s budget is main-
ly reliant upon funds offered by governments,
the European Union (EU) and national charities
as well as individual contributions, Nahas point-
ed out. —KUNA

Kuwait among ICRC’s top ten contributors

GENEVA: Members of the Kuwaiti delegation are seen during their visit to the
International Committee of the Red Cross. —KUNA
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It is neither any arithmetical figurative rigmarole nor
even a daydream of being a self-conceived airy fairy
story, but on the contrary, it is an excellent and glaring

account of hard facts which simply cannot be challenged
or for that matter refuted by anyone, be he or she in the
east or west or south or north to be truly honest with you.

Before I jump to the main subject which is to be dis-
cussed in the subsequent lines, I would like to attract
your indulgence and draw your attention to the fact
that surprisingly, the digits 4 and 5 are commonly used
over here in reverse, and although there only is a differ-
ence of 9 between the figures of 45 and 54, the result is
really very horrifying and terrifying indeed.

During June 2015, Kuwait, which is a hot country,
experienced a very hot and sizzling season for a few
days, when one fine day the temperature abnormally
touched even 54 degrees, which is quite unusual in a
day to day sense, but nevertheless not even a single
person was reported to have died in Kuwait on the day
when it heated up to 54 degrees. On the other hand
during the same days, the temperature was running 45
degrees in Pakistan, where quite a sizeable number of
people died due to the heat. 

Kuwait’s roads, it must be clarified in the very first
instance, are neither covered nor air conditioned or air
cooled - rather all the roads, streets and lanes are
exposed to the sun exactly like one finds them in India
and Pakistan, meaning that all road users in Kuwait face
the brute brunt of the sun’s heat, but yet no one even
faints, needless to talk of dying of heat strokes. But
regretfully, the situation is very much awful in Pakistan. 

First of all in Kuwait, road users are either not
exposed to the sun or may be exposed for a very short
while like while crossing the road or entering an office
or shop for that matter. Hardly anyone is seen walking
on Kuwait’s roads and no one cycles as well, so the
chances are very low to be exposed to the sun, whereas
in India and Pakistan, some economically downtrodden
people are obliged to walk some distances whereby
they face the naked sun. Quite a good number of peo-
ple who do not carry big bags are obliged to cycle from
house to office or college or shopping or meeting rela-
tives and friends etc, which is quite natural and the poor
cannot avoid it. 

Poverty
Here in Kuwait, all buildings - whether residential or

commercial - are either fully air-conditioned or at least
partially air-conditioned. Shops and buses are air-condi-
tioned and therefore if anyone is exposed to the sun for
a while, he or she gets relief by entering any of the
places mentioned above and thus the heat’s effect is
neutralized. Regretfully due to poverty, such amenities
are not available in Pakistan and therefore the people
there do not get any sort of respite from the scorching
sun and they have to face the brunt of it.

It must be mentioned that in Kuwait we do see
motorcyclists who are fully exposed to the sun and do
absorb the 54-degree heat in their bodies, but nothing
to worry at all. They are either riding very expensive
motorcycles costing well in the four figures, as some of
their motorcycles are more expensive than cars, so such
motorcyclists are from rich families and they take breaks
to cool themselves by entering a coffee shop or grocery
shop if not a house or office, so they are fine riding their
motorcycles. The other category of motorcyclist is deliv-
ery men supplying food to the doors of those who place
orders. They leave their air-conditioned restaurants and
ride short distances and then deliver the food under
shade, so their exposure to the heat is very limited.

Power outages are very common, which over the pas-
sage of time has become quite an ordinary phenome-
non in Pakistan, where the electricity supply is discon-
nected on a daily basis for a few hours if not many hours,
which piles more miseries on the poor who curse their
fate for belonging to the have-nots, who for very obvi-
ous reasons simply cannot even think of switching over
to a generator when the electricity supply is snapped off.
One can very well imagine the hell they must be facing
when the outside temperature rises to 45 degrees and
there is no electricity in the house to operate the ceiling
or pedestal or table fan to get some relief. 

During the current summer season, about 1,300
people have already lost their lives in Pakistan due to
the hot summer season temperatures soaring to 45
degrees, but at the same time in Kuwait not a single
soul died even though the temperature rose to as high
as 54 degrees. God forbid, what could have been the
scenario, I dare ask, if Pakistan had seen 54 degrees
instead of 45?

In my view

Crime
R e p o r t

Firefighters tackle a blaze at a truck on Ghazali Road.

Building fire
Meanwhile, a fire broke out in a Jahra building yester-
day, prompting response from Jahra occupational and
Jahra fire centers. The blaze was brought under con-
trol, and no injuries were reported.

54 is not a killer 
but 45 is a killer

No injuries
in truck fire

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A truck caught fire on Ghazali Road yesterday,
and no injuries were reported. Firemen from the Farwaniya
and back-up fire stations responded to an emergency call
reporting the incident, and were able to put the fire under
control.

A fire truck arrives at the fire scene in Jahra.

OPEC sees oil drop as short-term,
expects stronger demand: Delegates

Kuwait sees stronger demand supporting oil prices
LONDON/DUBAI: A drop in oil prices this month is likely to be
short-term and will not deflect OPEC from its policy of keep-
ing output high to defend market share, delegates from Gulf
OPEC members and other nations said.

Falling Chinese stock markets and the Greek debt crisis
have raised concern about demand, while the Iranian nuclear
deal could lead to higher oil exports from the Islamic
Republic. Benchmark Brent crude, trading below $57 a barrel
on Wednesday, has fallen more than 10 percent in July.

OPEC, in a major policy shift, decided in November against
cutting its production target of 30 million barrels per day
(bpd) to prop up prices, seeking instead to defend market
share against U.S. shale oil and other competing sources. The
group reconfirmed the strategy at a meeting in June.

Confidence
Kuwait’s Oil Minister Ali Saleh Al-Omair was quoted on

Tuesday expressing confidence in the outlook, saying produc-
er countries expected stronger global economic growth to
boost prices. And three delegates from members of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries speaking
this month said the price drop was unlikely to last and OPEC
would not alter strategy, also citing expectations for stronger
demand.

“I do not think so, it is not time for OPEC to change,” said a

Gulf OPEC delegate. “Demand will be more than in the first
half (of the year) although there is some uncertainty about the
economy. The prices will remain around $60.”

A second Gulf delegate said even if prices fell slightly
below $50 a barrel, as long as the drop is for a short time it is
unlikely OPEC would lower its output ceiling. “Prices will not
stay down forever,” the delegate said.

The OPEC policy shift was led by Saudi Arabia, supported

by its Gulf allies, despite calls for supply cuts from Iran and
smaller producers concerned about the impact of lower prices
on oil revenue. OPEC does not meet again until December 4.
To be sure, some OPEC countries may renew calls for supply
cuts following the price drop. Algeria’s energy minister said on
July 14 an extraordinary OPEC meeting could be called, and
Iran has been lobbying for other OPEC members to curb sup-
ply to make way for the hoped-for rise in its exports.

Unsuccessful
But even OPEC delegates from countries that favor a high-

er oil price do not expect the Saudis to change course - at
least for now. “It does seem that the Saudi tactic of beating
the US shale oil producers is not being successful,” said an offi-
cial from an OPEC country outside the Gulf. “But they probably
will maintain it.”

While Iran hopes to boost crude exports rapidly once sanc-
tions are lifted, Gulf OPEC delegates do not expect significant
volumes before 2016 and are betting higher global demand
next year will absorb the extra oil.

A fourth OPEC delegate from a country that usually sup-
ports supply curbs agreed with the Gulf delegates that no
action from the producer group was needed at present. “I see
it as short-term and expect prices to recover,” the delegate
said of the price drop. — Reuters

Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair

KUWAIT: The 2015 Bayt.com MENA Salary
Survey, conducted by Bayt.com, the Middle
East’s number one jobsite, and leading market
research agency, YouGov, has found that more
than half of Kuwait professionals are expecting
a salary increase in 2015, although 39 percent
admit that they did not receive one in 2014.

Current Salary and Future Expectations
Across the MENA region, a little over half (52

percent) of professionals surveyed claim that
their current package consists of basic salary
plus benefits. In Kuwait, 38 percent said that
they receive a basic salary with benefits; anoth-
er 14 percent are also entitled to commissions.
For over almost half of the respondents sur-
veyed in Kuwait (48 percent) who receive a
basic salary along with other benefits, the basic
salary consists of76-100 percent of their month-
ly salary package, while for 31 percent their
basic salary represents 51-75 percent of their
overall monthly income. Based on the survey,
61 percent of respondents in Kuwaitprefer a
100 percent fixed-pay structure.

Today, 43 percent of Kuwait professionals
are unhappy with their income, compared to
just 4 percent who are highly satisfied with
what they earn. More than half (54 percent) of
Kuwait respondents state that men and women
get equal pay for doing the same work.
Moreover, according to 69 percent of respon-
dents in Kuwait, their salary is lower than what
other companies in their industry offer. 

Surprisingly, 39 percent of Kuwait respon-
dents said that they did not get a pay raise in
2014. For those who did, 26 percent were either
very or modestly happy with their raise.
Another 28 percent thought that their raise was
fair in light of their contribution to the company
or the organization’s financial situation - or even
both. 45 percent of Kuwait professionals are
quite unhappy or very unhappy with their raise.

Almost a third (29 percent) of Kuwait
respondents do not expect to receive a salary
increase in 2015. In parallel, 30 percent expect a
raise of up to 15 percent. In Kuwait, the most
common benefits offered by companies are
personal medical insurance (27 percent) and
personal annual air ticket (27 percent). A total of
64 percent of Kuwait professionals claim that
their company does not pay for overtime. 

Loyalty, End of Service Benefits, and
Insurance

Sixty one percent of Kuwait respondents
recognize that their loyalty to their company is,
on some level, based on the salary that they
earn. For 29 percent, however, that is just not
the case. Other variables that drive Kuwait pro-
fessionals’ loyalty to their company include
opportunities for long-term career advance-
ment (35 percent) and their line manager (38
percent).

In Kuwait, 65 percent of respondents receive
an end-of-service gratuity and a mere 6 percent
get pension upon retirement. 29 percent have
access to other forms of end-of-service benefits
or none at all. Twenty seven percent of Kuwait
professionals have access to medical insurance
for themselves - through their company - while
11 percent are also offered coverage for their
dependents. 

Cost of Living, Quality
of Living, and Savings

A staggering 89 percent of Kuwait respon-
dents have seen the cost of living rise in 2014,
with 40 percent saying that it grew by more
than 20 percent. These Kuwait respondents
who mentioned that the cost of living increased
attribute it to increases in the cost of rent (86
percent), food and beverages (71 percent), and
utilities (29 percent). 80 percent of Kuwait
respondents expect that the cost of living will

continue to soar throughout the year.
The increased cost of living has, in turn,

hampered these professionals’ ability to save:
28 percent of Kuwait respondents admit that
they save nothing from their monthly salary.
Still, 64 percent of expats in Kuwait manage to
repatriate a portion of their salary to their home
country. 

Despite the Kuwait’s high cost of living, 45
percent of Kuwait respondents say that they are
better off, in terms of quality of life, compared
to other people of a similar generation in their
country of residence.

In the next 12 months, 55 percent of Kuwait
professionals intend to look for a better job in
the same industry, while 33 percent aim to find
one in another industry. 63 percent believe that
salaries in the Kuwait are increasing. 

As for the factors causing salaries to
increase, respondents in the Kuwait think that
these include inflation/rise in cost of living (50
percent) and opportunity and economic
growth (34 percent). On the other hand, the
elements that are hindering pay rises are poor
corporate performance/decreased profitability
(31 percent) and a bad economy (23 percent).

“The 2015 Bayt.com MENA Salary Survey
indicates that there is a growing gap between
the cost of living in Kuwait and salary earnings
and propensity to save,” said Suhail Al-Masri, VP
of Sales, Bayt.com. “Most respondents (79 per-
cent) from across the Middle East and North
Africa region are expecting a further increase in
the cost of living in 2015. This means that
employers must quickly address this widening
disparity if they want to effectively tap into the
local and regional talent pool. This study was
especially designed to provide employers with
insights into employee satisfaction levels with
salary and raise received. Such information is
key to guiding both employers and job seekers,
so the mismatch between salaries and living

costs can be successfully addressed. Ultimately,
it is about equipping professionals across the
career and industry spectrums with the right
tools needed to make their next career move -
one that can better suit their lifestyle. Tools
such as the Bayt.com Salary Search can help
employers uncover the salaries that are being
paid in their industry. This way, employees will
be happier with their pay and will have less rea-
son to worry about the rising cost of living.”

Elissavet Vraka, YouGov, also added: “With
about one-third (32 percent) of respondents
from across the region admitting that they are
unable to save any money at all, there is no
doubt that the need for a salary boost, especial-
ly as prices continue to climb, is a very real one.
After all, this is impacting employees’ loyalty to
their company and encouraging them to jump
ship. If they want to retain their employees,
employers, on their part, will have to find new
ways to improve their salary packages.”

Financial Investments, Expenses 
and Home Ownership

Only 19 percent of Kuwaitrespondents make
regular investments (at least once a month),
with insurance and investment plans (25 per-
cent) being the most popular investment prod-
uct.  When it comes to eating out, 16 percent of
respondents in Kuwaitdo it daily, while 25 per-
centchoose to eat out a few times a week, and
39 percent eat out a few times a month.
Kuwaitrespondents’ top monthly expenses
comprise rent (62 percent) followed far behind
by dining out (8 percent), children’s schooling (9
percent) and transportation (3 percent).

While over one third of Kuwaitrespondents
already own a home, 24 percent of Kuwait
respondents who currently do not own a home
would like to ownone in their country of resi-
dence. Another 76 percent aspire to own a
home in their home country.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: United States’ authorities set
the hearing to review the case of Fayez
Al-Kandari, the last Kuwaiti detained at
the Guantanamo Bay prison, to July 27,
2015 to decide on his destiny. 

Blogger sentenced
The Appeals Court yesterday sen-

tenced blogger Mohammed Al-Jed’ee to
a year with labor. Jed’ee had been previ-
ously released on bail by the
Misdemeanor Court in relation to
charges of slandering the judiciary. 

‘Manpower’ staff
Acting Director of the Manpower

Public Authority Ahmad Al-Moussa
issued a decision halting the missions of
39 Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
(MSAL) employees deputized to work
with the authority. 

Notably, Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Subaih previously halted
the missions of 70 other employees.

Commenting on the decision, informed
sources said that the employees’ perform-
ance had been excellent, and that they
had been randomly selected although
labor departments are understaffed. 

Farwaniya streets
Municipal Council member and the

head of Farwaniya committee Nayef Al-
Sour expressed dissatisfaction with the
state of cleanliness around Farwaniya
streets during the Eid Al-Fitr holiday.
Sour also stressed that Farwaniya resi-
dents shared the same dissatisfaction
with the service.

“Cleaning companies should do
their job perfectly at all times regard-
less if its Eid vacation, when they left
residents subject to diseases,” he said.
Sour urged concerned authorities to
practice strict monitoring of cleaning
companies’ performance to make sure
they work properly regardless of vaca-
tions.     

Hajj leave 
In collaboration with the Ministry of

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, the Civil
Services Commission (CSC) recently
agreed to include the hajj leaves given
to employees into its integrated sys-
tems in order to prevent some employ-
ees from unlawfully getting such leaves
without actually going for hajj.

Kuwaiti Gitmo prisoner
review set on July 27

Fayez Al-Kandari

NEW YORK: Iraqi leaders and the UN
have noted with gratitude the generous
Kuwaiti donation of $200 million for the
needs of internally displaced persons
(IDPS), said the UN Envoy for Iraq.
Speaking before the Security Council
yesterday, the Special Representative of
the UN Secretary General for Iraq Jan
Kubis confirmed that the Iraq-Kuwait
relations “are on the ascendant,” and
that there is much “goodwill” between
the two sides.

Willing to visit Kuwait and discuss
the missing persons’ issue, Kubis said
that “this good will could only heighten
if tangible results were achieved on the

issue of the missing Kuwaiti persons and
property,” he added.

On the Islamic State (IS), the UN offi-
cial said that Iraq has been living
through one of the most difficult phases
in its modern history, yet praised the
“hope” and notable “vision” for way out
of the crisis by the National Political
Agreement.

Kubis told the council that the
humanitarian situation is of the gravest
concern. At least 8.2 million are of
urgent assistance, more than three mil-
lion are internally displaced, and an esti-
mate of -nearly- a million are likely to be
displaced by continuing conflict and

violence. Meanwhile, Ambassador
Mohammad Al-Hakim of Iraq said that
the Iraqi-Kuwaiti relation is “positively
developing,” portrayed by the high-level
official visits and bilateral agreements
that benefit the political, economic and
other criteria. 

Hakim affirmed before the Council,
that his country is working closely to
solve the Kuwaiti missing persons and
property issue, and confirmed that
advanced tools are being used to fetch
graves. Nevertheless, he expressed his
country’s gratitude to the Kuwait’s latest
generous contribution, as well as other
countries. — KUNA

Iraqi, UN officials commend
Kuwait’s $200 mln donation 

52 percent of Kuwait respondents
anticipate salary increase in 2015
69 percent say their salary is lower than other companies
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DUBAI: The Ford Motor Company Conservation
and Environmental Grants is celebrating 15 years of
helping communities with their environmental
projects by expanding its scope to North Africa
with a total funding of US$100,000 available. 

The expansion of the program to North Africa
signifies the importance of these markets. As part
of its global growth plan, Ford Motor Company
opened a new regional sales office in Casablanca
and a purchasing office in Tangier.

The Grants program helps grassroots level proj-
ects dedicated to environmental causes in the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Jordan,
Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen. This year, Egypt, Tunisia,
Morocco and Algeria are added into the initiative.

For the 15th anniversary edition, individuals or
non-profit groups can apply for the program from
now until August 15, 2015 via www.me.ford.com.
This year, the program will also launch an e-book
featuring past winners of Ford Grants to celebrate
15 years of helping environmental causes.

“We are proud to have reached this important
milestone in the history of the Ford Motor
Company Conservation and Environmental Grants
in the region. Over the years, 176 projects were able
to continue to promote environmental awareness
and conserve natural resources in various parts of
the GCC, Levant, Iraq and Yemen. From teaching
students how to properly conserve water or recycle
waste to protecting endangered species and natu-
ral habitat, the Ford Grants proudly pledge to con-
tinue our advocacy for many more years to come,”
said Kalyana Sivagnanam, Vice President, Marketing
Sales and Service, Ford Middle East and Africa

“As today’s generation gives greater attention to
environmental causes, Ford is thrilled to be part of
a process that can help people make significant

differences in their communities,” Sivagnanam
added.

Program History
$1.4 Million

Since 2000, the program has awarded almost
$1.4 Million, spread to 176 separate projects
throughout the Middle East. Grants have supported
projects that study and conserve the region’s rich
biodiversity, recycling programs, green building ini-
tiatives and work to raise conservation awareness.
The Ford Grants is one of the largest corporate ini-
tiatives of its kind in the region, created to empow-
er individuals and non-profit groups that are donat-
ing their time and efforts to preserve the environ-
mental well-being of their communities.

The Ford Motor Company Conservation and
Environmental Grants initiative has received sup-
port from various governmental and non-govern-
mental environmental authorities from around the
Middle East, including the World Wide Fund for
Nature, the Emirates Wildlife Society, the Arab
Forum for Environment and Development (AFED)
and UNESCO Doha.

Winners are chosen by an independent panel of
judges consisting of academics and leaders from
regional environmental organizations. The judges
are carefully selected based on geographical cover-
age, age and gender equality. They look for initia-
tives that demonstrate a well-defined sense of pur-
pose, a commitment to maximizing available
resources, and a reputation for meeting objectives
and delivering planned programs and services. For
more information about Ford Motor Company
Conservation and Environmental Grants, please vis-
it http://me.ford.com or write to
fmegrant@ford.com.

Ford Conservation,
Environmental Grants

celebrates 15 years
Company expands to North Africa

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced that its Farwaniya
branch has now relocated to larger premises in
Farwaniya City to provide customers with a better, faster
and more convenient service. 

In a press release, Moataz El-Rafie, the Senior DCEO -
Banking Group at Ahli United Bank, announced that the
Bank is now welcoming customers to the new Fawaniya
premises which is in a more convenient location for retail
and commercial customers, providing comfortable facili-
ties and an enhanced teller area equipped to service its

valuable individual and commercial businesses in the
Farwaniya area. The new branch also offers Drive
Through ATMs which achieve fast access for customers
to a range of banking services without stepping out of
one’s car.   In addition, the new branch also features Safe
Deposit Lockers to enable customers to securely store
their valuables.

Rafie added, “In Ahli United Bank we are seeking to
provide the best service for our customers in our branch-
es, which have been carefully designed and prepared to

be consistent with technology developments and to
achieve the highest standard of customers’ requirements
consistent with the Bank’s statement of sharia and
Pleasant Treatment.

Ahli United Bank has a network of 37 branches cover-
ing all areas of Kuwait plus over 90 ATM’s providing 24/7
service including cash and cheque deposit. Ahli United
Bank has plans to expand its branch network in growth
areas and is introducing new and convenient channels
to service customers.

Ahli United Bank announces
Farwaniya Branch relocation

Ahli United Bank’s branch in Farwaniya.

KUWAIT: “KFH expansion in the global markets is a step
further in our ambitious strategy to lead global develop-
ment of Islamic financial services and alleviate KFH-Group
to the rank of the most profitable and trusted Islamic bank
and achieve highest ranks in innovation and excellence in
customer service line” said Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
Chairman, Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq.

Speaking at the Inauguration Ceremony of KT Bank AG
in Frankfurt, Germany in presence of Board and executive
management members, KFH CEO Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh,
Chairman of Fatwa and Shariah Supervisory Board at KFH
Dr Sayyed Mohammed Al-Tabtabae, CEO KFH-Turkey Ufuk
Uyan, Head of Sharaih Control Dr Shouaib Abdulsalam and
a number of financial dignitaries and lawmakers, Marzouq
added that KFH-Group boasts the inauguration and incor-
poration of the first Islamic bank operating in one of the
largest economies in Europe through KFH-Turkey. Germany
will be the starting point to penetrate the Euro Market and
complete its efforts in the issuance of Sukuk and invest-
ment funds in the Euro continent.

Marzouq said “We seek to transfer our expertise in
Islamic finance industry to the German and Euro financial
market through this new bank while focusing on the
Islamic community and other tiers of customers from dif-
ferent religions wishing to deal with a bank operating as
per ethical banking. KFH has a significant variety of Sharia
compliant services and products i.e. banking services, real
estate services, investment portfolios, Ijara, execution of
projects for its account and for the account of others and
provision of retail and corporate commercial and finance
services to achieve the best interest of the bank and the
customer”

Rapid growth
Moreover, he reiterated that KT Bank AG inauguration

underlines the German government efforts to consolidate
the Islamic Finance which is growing rapidly worldwide.
Growth ratios in Islamic financial assets maintained high
levels reaching 17 percent worldwide i.e. $1.6 trillion. It is
anticipated that this volume may reach $4.2 Trillion by

2020 as per several specialized studies. Islamic finance
products are witnessing an unprecedented clear expansion
worldwide. In this respect the distinguished Turkish experi-
ment was highly appreciated in regard to the successful
issuance of Sukuks during the last three years totaling
$3.75 Billion with KFH participation in some of them. He
noted that major financial institutions have shown great
interest in Islamic finance such as International Bank and
international Monetary Fund which has launched recently
the initiative to release the hidden Islamic finance energies
and support global financial stability.

At the conclusion of his speech, Marzouq explained that
KFH Group reiterates its willingness to work hand in hand
with the German government and monetary authorities to
support investments, build financial products and portfo-
lios, avail diversification opportunities and promising capa-
bilities of the German economy, increase finance volume,
create new instruments that would reinforce the move-
ment of trade between Germany and KFH group countries
and markets. He conveyed his sincere thanks and apprecia-

tion to the participants and the organizers of this great
event.

Great achievement
Meanwhile, KFH-Group CEO, Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh

started his speech by congratulating KFH-Group and the
whole Islamic banking industry for this great achievement.
This is indeed a paradigm shift in KFH-Group overseas
expansion by operating a fully-fledged Islamic bank “KT
Bank AG” with a capital of Euro 45 million. This achieve-
ment paves the way for further growth, and opens new
promising horizons and vast scopes of business and invest-
ment in Europe’s largest economies.

He added that Islamic finance industry has become a
role model. Several banks and countries expressed their
desire to adopt Islamic banking methodology that proved
its efficiency and soundness against financial crisis.  The
widespread of Islamic banks has become apparent and
quite obvious in fact. The tools of Islamic banking are more
efficient and witness huge turnout from different seg-

ments. Islamic banks won this momentum as they take into
consideration serving the society, resolving economic
issues, achieving service quality, focusing on economic and
social perspectives of banking business, improving the
investment climate and thriving to give investors a new
perspective on the dynamics of development in order to
achieve sustainable success and growth.

Ethical values
In the meantime, KFH-Turkey CEO, Ufuk Uyan said “Our

major goal is to provide banking services compliant with
sound banking principles and ethical values through our
branch offices in Germany, and offer the widest range of
products to the domestic and foreign customers to meet
their needs. We will open new branch offices during the
period ahead. Our goal on the long term is to expand into
Central Europe using Germany as a hub. He indicated that
KFH-Group integration and its extensive expertise in
Islamic banking industry is a keystone in achieving growth
and success for the bank.

Marzouq: KFH boasts opening first Islamic
bank in one of Europe’s largest economies 

At the Inauguration Ceremony of ‘KT Bank AG’ in Germany

The officials in a group picture. The ribbon cutting ceremony. Nahedh with Frankfurt Governor in the branch.

KFH-Turkey CEO Ufuk Uyan speaking.KFH CEO Mazin Al-Nahedh speaking.KFH Chairman Hamad Al-Marzouq speaking.
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Foreign Minister
receives message 

Police academy
opens recruitment

KUNA chief
concludes visit 

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah received a written message from Iraqi
Foreign Minister Dr Ibrahim Al-Jaafari dealing with
means of cementing bilateral ties between the
two brotherly countries and issues of common
interest. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Education and Training
Department announced receiving applications to join the
staff sergeant course at the Saad Al-Abdullah Police
Academy for the 2015/2016 academic year starting from
July 26, 2015 until August 20, 2015. An applicant must be
Kuwaiti, maximum 27 years of age, has a high school
degree and a clean medical record, said Brigadier General
Nasser Buresli, the academy’s acting general director.

TIRANA: Chairman and Director General of Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-
Ibrahim Al-Sabah concluded an official three-day visit
to Albania, aimed at bolstering bilateral relations. He
met during the visit with Albanian President Bujar
Nishani and Director General of the Albanian news
agency Gezim Podgorica. — KUNA

In Brief

ROME: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Italy
Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
checked on the final preparations for
the ‘art in the Islamic culture’ exhibition
in the Scuderie del Quirinale museum in
Rome Tuesday night.

The Ambassador told Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) yesterday that he had
met with the museum’s curators and the
Islamic section’s staff  to complete
preparations for the exhibition set to be
inaugurated by Italian President Sergio
Mattarella and representative of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
on September 24.

The museum, held under the supervi-
sion of Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI)
of Kuwait, includes over 360 rare pieces
and exceptional jewelry of the early

Islamic era up to the 17th centur y
empires including the Ottoman time,
said Sheikh Ali, noting that it will give
the opportunity for international visi-
tors to see 1,000 years of Islamic art his-
tory.

The exhibition will be patronized by
His Highness the Prime Minister and will
also be attended by representatives of
His Highness the Premier, Minister of
Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah and General Supervisor of Dar
Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI) Sheikha
Hussah Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the
Ambassador added. The ‘ar t  in the
Islamic culture’ is DAI’s third automobile
exhibition. It is held in Scuderie del
Quirinale, which is Rome’s most promi-
nent museum. - KUNA

Kuwait to complete
preparations for Islamic

art exhibit in Rome

ROME: Ambassador Sheikh Ali Al-Sabah is seen while tour-
ing the Scuderie del Quirinale museum. 

Ambassador Sheikh Ali Al-Sabah attends a meeting held during the tour. — KUNA photos

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: Pictures show cats at a local beach. Kuwait’s beachfronts have turned into a safe home for stray cats which feed on fish and visitors’ leftover food. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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The Health Ministry’s department of treatment
abroad is considered the scorcher for all who
manage it, as much as it is rewarding for those

who want to financially benefit from it.
There is no big difference between the service

abroad that is presented by the government (particu-
larly as the summer break approaches for some
groups of citizens and most hospitals are in Europe
and America) and the service of distributing farm
lands and animal pens, free of charge, also for a
select group of citizens. The harm of both exceeds
their benefits and in most cases, these grants work
only in buying temporary loyalty and do not deserve
respect.

There is no doubt that there are those who should
be spent on for the necessary treatment in special-
ized hospitals and international specialists, particu-
larly those whose finances do not allow them to
receive treatment abroad. Yet the aim of most of
those who go to the department of treatment
abroad is to get free ‘tourism treatment’ and the evi-
dence is that the ‘ill’ do not turn out sick, and their
cases do not become critical and require treatment
abroad except due to the coming summer. But in
winter, you will find no one applying and it seems
that the ‘ill’ wants to get sick in Kuwait’s beautiful
weather during this time, while the temperature in
Europe is below zero!

The treatment department is a waste of money
and effort and may be a center for nurturing grudges
and hatred between various groups of people, espe-
cially when they see how transactions of some are
accepted for those who have wastas (persons who
mediate on behalf of others) from influential people
and members of parliament, while rejecting others
who deserve it and whose diseases are more critical
than others. The government does not find gratitude
or thanks from those who got treatment tourism,
either because they feel that it is their right and
those who grab it are lucky or because they got it
through wasta, and the gratitude goes for the wasta,
and not the state. Also, those who and their families
got the opportunity of treatment abroad, got it after
great efforts and extreme suffering and bouts of beg-
ging over many months, this in addition to fights,
daily physical and psychological suffering, so, there is
no one who deserves their thanks!

We said it before and we repeat it again, this
unjustified generosity of grants and gifts has no ben-
efit except for the person who got it, because it is
short lived and its harm is long lasting, as the free
service receiver forgets quickly and asks for more and
if his request is rejected, he becomes angry and
starts complaining! If our government was actually
wise and thought about deducting from what was
being allocated each year for treatment abroad, at
least for the past twenty years alone, then it would
have collected an amount enough to build 10 inter-
national hospitals with international doctors. But
what can be done, when clumsiness is our slogan! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Treatment abroad

or tourism?

Al-Qabas

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

Al-Jarida

If you have an argument and disagreement with your
son yet keep him in your household, things will peace-
fully end and the problem will be resolved sometime.

However, if you throw him out from his safe haven and
home sanctuary, this will cost dearly because he would
most probably have to mingle with people who might
lead him into evil and crime in order to survive, which is
obviously one of the main hidden reasons for the
destruction we are witnessing in the Arab world. 

During colonial times when they used to rule and
occupy Arab countries, the British were wise enough in
this regard, as when they disagreed with Egyptian leader
Ahmed Orabi, Saad Zaghloul and their companions, as
well as with the late Abdul Aziz Al-Shamlan and his com-
panions in Bahrain, they did not expel them from their
countries, where driven by their need for an alternative
home and sustenance, they could have been subjected
to the possible influence of opponents such as the French
and others. 

Instead and during the temporary banishment of the
aforementioned leaders, the British housed them in luxu-
rious mansions and palaces abroad and allocated special
generous and dignified allowances for them. They were
even allowed to use to best cabins onboard vessels carry-
ing them to their political asylums, such as in the case of
Shamlan, who was accommodated in the captain’s cabin. 

However, the disaster started with the Arab revolu-
tionary governments after July 23, 1952, when all leftist,
Marxist and labor powers were oppressed in 1952 in

Egypt. All political blocs’ leaders during the king’s reign
were nominally prosecuted and forced to opt for volun-
tary asylum. Furthermore, and in order to deprive them
from using the sums they took abroad with them, the
Egyptian government cancelled the £100 notes. 

This was followed by hunting Muslim Brotherhood
members following an attempt to assassinate Nasser in
1954, and thus forcing their leaders to flee the country.
The same happened in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Libya. In
most cases, the world’s most influential powers and intel-
ligences managed to recruit many of these leaders in
exile while they were at their weakest moments to send
them and their followers decades later back to their
home countries where they act as timed bombs readily
available to blow up those countries from within. 

The reason why Western and Asian countries are more
stable is that politicians in those countries remain in their
countries despite their conflicts and disagreements,
whereas some Arab countries are being torn to pieces
with such conflicts.  Some revolutionary Arab leaders and
their intelligences took advantage of the fact that
Palestinians have no permanent home and used the
same method recruiting some Palestinian leaders, mak-
ing them agents in this or that intelligence to later on use
in sabotage, terrorism and hijackings, or to get some
countries involved in civil wars such as in the case of
Jordan and Lebanon, which eventually negatively affect-
ed the Palestinian cause. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

The historic roots of regional developments

Al- Anbaa

By Sami Al-Nisf

Many are afraid of ‘secularism’ and the majority
thinks it is anti-religion, but most Muslims do
not know that secularism is actually an

Islamic invention, and that the state in the Islamic
history remained to a great extent isolated from reli-
gion, or that religion had total independence from
the state.

There is no argument that the wise Islamic
caliphate witnessed a combination between ima-
mate and caliphate, and the caliph remained a repre-
sentative of the religious and earthly authorities.
There is no argument about that, but since the fall of
the wise caliphate, religion separated itself from the
state, and all known imams became independent
from the earthly authority - rather it can be said that
a religious authority was created next to the earthy
one as a challenge, and it does challenge it most of
the time.

The four imams of Muslims refused to work with
the authority, or place themselves under their leader-
ship, and underwent oppression, torture and exile in
exchange of their independence and continuance
away from getting involved in the authority. This
means they fought to separate religion from the state.

The first imam Abu Haneefa was mistreated and
imprisoned during the Umayyads because he dif-
fered with the state’s official religion. His luck with
the Abbasids was not much better, as he was lashed
and imprisoned until he died. By the way, the reason
behind the difference between Imam Abu Haneefa
with the two Umayyad and Abbasid authorities,
according to rumors, was his public support of ‘Ahl
Al-Beit.’ This means that the first Sunni sect was a
‘Shiite’ one or close to Ahl Al-Beit, and it is a matter
that calls for thinking during these days during which
some people are trying to instigate strife between
Sunnis and Shiites.

The second imam Malik bin Anas was lashed and
his shoulder was dislocated by the authority. Imam
Shafee choose to migrate to Egypt after he refused
the offer of Al-Mamoon to become a judge, and the
dilemma of Imam Ibn Hanbal over the creation of the
Holy Quran is well known, as he was lashed and jailed
for violating the authority’s opinion.

All four accredited imams rejected to place reli-
gion at the service of the state. This means that secu-
larism does not only mean separating religion from
the state as some people think - rather it also means
separating the state from religion, that is the inde-
pendence of religion and reducing the chances of the
political authority to dominate people’s affairs. The
imams of the four schools categorically refused to
place religion under the control of the authority. The
only imam - if it is right to use this term - who placed
religion at the service of the authority, was
Mohammad bin Abdulwahhab. And I think that from
here the dilemma of religion began. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Islamic secularism

Al-Qabas

By Abdellatif Al-Duaij

Crime
R e p o r t

False alarm

causes scare
KUWAIT: Claims of a woman that her brother-in-law is a
terrorist and carries explosives created fears among
policemen, only to find later that the woman was men-
tally disturbed. Police rushed to the brother-in-law’s
house in Andalus and arrested the man, but after ques-
tioning him, it was found that the woman who reported
the case is not aware of her behavior.

Bogus ‘sheikh’ 
A haris (building custodian) was happy when he

received a call from a person who claimed to be a
ruling family member, and told him he will help
release his son from prison. His joy soon turned into
misery however, when he later found out that the
caller was a con artist who took advantage of the sit-
uation and took KD 260 from him.

The haris said that his son faced financial prob-
lems and was sent to prison because according to
him, he could not help his son pay back money he
owes to people. The haris asked for help through a
newspaper ad, and as soon as it appeared on July
9th, a man called and said he was a ‘sheikh’ and was
ready to help him. The bogus sheikh asked for his
Civil ID number, then called two days later and told
him about all the details of his son, and said a
lawyer will call him and ask for papers needed for
his son’s release in prison and that he can pay his
dues in installments. The lawyer then met the haris
in Hawally, asked for certain papers and took KD
110 as fees. The bogus sheikh later called and said
that his mother will meet him to extend any help, so
the haris thanked the sheikh for his efforts.

The haris said the lawyer called again and said
that he completed some procedures in regards to
the case and said that it will be only two days then
his son will be released and asked for KD 150,
which he gave. A friend who was with the haris told
him he has doubts about the whole issue, so the
haris asked some people to check the two phone
numbers and found out that one number regis-
tered in the name of Lt. F.R and the second in the
name of H.D.

The haris added that he tried to call the two, but
to no avail, and waited until the Eid holiday was over
and informed police about the con act. The lawyer
surprisingly called on the third day of Eid and asked
for KD 140 and requested to meet him at a certain
place. The haris told him he doesn’t have a car, so
the lawyer said he will come to Hawally. The haris
called police who arrived and as soon as the fake
lawyer arrived, he saw the police patrol, so he ran on
foot but was caught and taken to Nugra police sta-
tion, where he was found to be wanted. A complaint
was filed at Farwaniya police station and the bogus
sheikh is being sought by detectives. —Al-Rai

Education

Wafra field workers

on paid open leave
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) and
Saudi Arabian Chevron issued an administrative circular
giving all workers in the divided zone in Wafra joint
operations a paid open leave if the production in Wafra
field continues until the end of August. The news sug-
gests that hope of resuming production at the field has
diminished, Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday. The cir-
cular forced all workers to take the balance of leave
starting from the beginning of August. Meanwhile, offi-
cial sources working at KGOC criticized the company’s
CEO for signing the circular. “Claims about suspending
production for maintenance purposes are baseless,
because Chevron is pressuring the Kuwaiti side to
achieve its demands to get work permits for its workers
and continues use of Al-Zoor port, which is considered
the main issue of dispute between the two sides,” the
sources said. —Al-Qabas

Hajj prices up

by 40 percent
KUWAIT: Many hajj campaigns’ owners said the lack of
support and alternatives force them to increase prices
due to the services presented to those who join them,
in addition to Kuwaiti campaigns already distin-
guished.

The increase this year reached 40 percent from last
year, as the price for each pilgrim was KD 1,350 on
average, but jumped to KD 1,800, while 95 percent of
campaigns have closed their records because they
completed the number of pilgrims al lowed.
Consequently, many considered those factors as justi-
fication to join the “pavement” campaigns as they con-
sidered the high prices exhaustive.

Meanwhile, Awqaf Ministry Undersecretary Dr Adel
Al-Falah said Kuwaiti hajj campaigns, through studies
in Saudi Arabia, are considered among the top in pre-
senting services to pilgrims. He added that hajj
reached a point that is leaning towards luxury, and
that they are working on reducing it, as there are com-
plaints about the lack of ice cream in some campaigns.
Falah pointed out that he told all campaigns to con-
centrate on the cultural and spiritual aspects, and live
the concepts of hajj.

Falah said prices of Kuwaiti campaigns are realistic
compared with those in poor countries though they
do not get 25 percent of the services Kuwaiti pilgrims
receive especially those presented at the holy lands
and during their return to Kuwait.

He said the number of Kuwaiti pilgrims is now con-
trollable, adding that the ministry of Awqaf is seeking
to get a permanent building for the Kuwait Hajj
Mission in Saudi Arabia.

Most noted instructions for the upcoming hajj sea-
son: Respect the law and comply with its rules, stand
together against all threats to the country, foil the
attempts of everyone who wants evil and strife in the
country, maintain security and stability of the country
and state property, condemn violence and irresponsi-
ble acts, confront any acts and behaviors that aim at
compromising security in the country, and stay away
from gatherings during hajj. —Al-Qabas
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Iraq bomb attacks kill 32

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces and Sunni tribal fighters
launched an offensive to dislodge Islamic State militants
and  secure a supply route in Anbar province, police and
tribal sources said.

In other action, bomb attacks across the country killed
at least 32 people. The deadliest was when a car packed
with explosives was detonated in the mainly Shi’ite district
of New Baghdad in northeastern Baghdad, killing 16 peo-
ple and wounding 48.

The pro-government offensive tackled Islamic State mil-
itants near the western outpost of Haditha in a bid to
secure a route to the nearby Ain al-Asad military base.

Haditha and its nearby dam are in one of the few parts
of the Sunni Muslim province of Anbar still under the con-
trol of Iraq’s Shi’ite-led government forces, who were driven
out of the provincial capital Ramadi in May.

The offensive started with army and police forces
backed by Sunni tribal fighters attacking the Albu Hayat
area, 20 km (12 miles) southeast of Haditha, police and trib-
al sources said. Militants have used the area to strike the
supply route to Ain al-Asad where U.S. Marines are training
Iraqi troops. “We are attacking Daesh from three directions
and we will not retreat until retaking Albu Hayat to secure
not only Haditha but the supply route to the base”, said
Sunni tribal leader Khalid Mijbil al-Nimrawi, using a pejora-
tive term for Islamic State. Clashes were going on, the
sources said, with advancing troops facing heavy fire from
the radical Sunni militants who seized swathes of Iraq’s
north and west last year.

Dislodge
Meanwhile, at least 32 people were killed in explosions

across the country, police and medical sources said.
As well as the bombing in New Baghdad, two others

were killed in bomb attacks in Zafaraniya, the predomi-
nantly Shi’ite southern district of the capital.

At least six soldiers and policemen were killed in a sui-
cide attack at a checkpoint in the central town of Tarmiya,
about 25 km (15 miles) north of Baghdad, police and med-
ical sources said. Another eight people were killed and 16
wounded when a car bomb went off in a busy commercial

Pentagon probing reports of downed drone

BAGHDAD: Civilians look at damages at the scene a day after a car bombing hit the eastern neighborhood of New
Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday. On late Tuesday a car bomb detonated in front of a busy clothing store, killing and
wounding civilians, officials said.  — AP

street in Mandali, a predominately Kurdish Shi’ite town
about 100 km (60 miles) northeast of Baghdad.

No group immediately claimed responsibility for any of
the attacks, but Shi’ite areas and government forces are
often targeted by Sunni Islamist insurgents the govern-
ment is struggling to dislodge from large sections of the
north and west.

Separately, pictures circulated on social media
appeared to show a U.S. drone crashed in a government-
controlled desert area near Samawah, about 280 km (170
miles) southeast of Baghdad.

Samawah intelligence chief Brigadier Saad al-Waeli told
Reuters that intelligence teams had located a plane body
after receiving reports from factory workers. “Our initial
report shows that the plane was an American drone,” he
told Reuters.

The Pentagon confirmed an MQ-1 Predator crashed on
July 16 while returning to its Iraqi base after a surveillance
mission.  The drone was unarmed and the Pentagon said
the United States was working with Iraqi authorities to
recover the aircraft. — Reuters

Ferguson hires black

police commander

as interim chief

FERGUSON: Ferguson leaders introduced a new inter-
im police chief yesterday, tasking the black police com-
mander from Arizona with building trust between resi-
dents of the predominantly black St. Louis suburb and
its mostly white officers, nearly a year since Michael
Brown’s death roiled racial tensions.

Andre Anderson, a 50-year-old with a quarter cen-
tury in law enforcement, starts in Ferguson on
Thursday, essentially on six-month loan from the
Phoenix suburb of Glendale, Arizona. Anderson had an
inside track for his new, albeit interim gig - Ed Beasley,
a black man recently hired as Ferguson’s interim city
manager - had been Glendale’s city manager.

Touted for his knack for community outreach in
policing, Anderson arrives in Ferguson as it is still work-
ing to get its law enforcement house in order after a
scathing US Department of Justice report in March
pressed for reforms. That critique cited racial bias and
profiling in policing as well as a profit-driven municipal
court system that frequently targeted blacks, who
make up about two-thirds of Ferguson’s populace.

Thomas Jackson, Ferguson’s police chief for five
years, resigned just days after that report.  His top com-
mander - Lt. Col. Al Eickhoff, hired by Ferguson just
days after the black, unarmed Brown was fatally shot
last Aug. 9 by a white officer - was named his interim
replacement. Both Jackson and Eickhoff are white.

The Brown shooting touched off often-violent
protests in Ferguson and a national “Black Lives Matter”
movement seeking changes in how police deal with
minorities. Neither Anderson nor Ferguson Mayor
James Knowles III, who is white, addressed specifics of
the Justice Department report during a news confer-
ence yesterday. But Anderson acknowledged that
efforts to mend fractured relations between Ferguson
residents and their police - and improve the police
force’s diversity - may take more than the six months
he has been granted a leave from his Arizona job.

Anderson pledged to foster within Ferguson’s
department the “respect, cultural awareness and the
professionalism this community deserves,” and he
asked the populace to help him “set a course in the his-
tory books that clearly proves that peace prevails.” New
officers, he said, should “reflect the demographics of
the community.”

“I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and get to work,”
said Anderson, a Philadelphia native, Army veteran and
boxer who acknowledged that he hoped to be consid-
ered for the permanent chief’s position.

Several of Ferguson’s top officials - Jackson, the city
manager and the municipal judge among them -
resigned after the Justice Department report investiga-
tion initiated after the 18-year-old Brown was shot by
Ferguson officer Darren Wilson. A St. Louis County
grand jury last November declined to indict Wilson,
who later resigned. The Justice Department also
declined to prosecute Wilson, announcing that deci-
sion at the same time it released its report critical of
police and court practices.

Knowles said yesterday that in recent months
Ferguson has adopted reforms, including hiring a new
interim judge and revamping the municipal court sys-
tem. He said Ferguson police were among the first in
the St. Louis region to equip officers with body cam-
eras in the wake of Brown’s death. — AP
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JERUSALEM: A Jerusalem court yester-
day ordered two Israelis charged with
securities fraud in the United States to
be held in custody after US authorities
requested their arrest for extradition.

Gery Shalon, 31, and Ziv Orenstein,
40, were arrested by police on Tuesday
at their homes in Israel after US  authori-
ties accused the men of engaging in a
stock manipulation scheme involving US
penny stocks.

An arrest warrant in the United States
had been issued on June 2. The judge, in
reading his decision to keep the men in

jail until at least Aug. 10, said they were
accused of “seven crimes connected to
money laundering, fraud and identity
theft, which could reach cumulative sen-
tences of tens of years in prison.”

The alleged crimes took place from
2011 to the present, the judge said.
According to a US indictment, Shalon,
Orenstein and a third suspect, Joshua
Samuel Aaron, 31, had worked with two
unnamed stock promoters, one from
New Jersey and one from Florida, to run
a “pump-and-dump” scheme.

The defendants would acquire shares

in thinly traded companies, send mil-
lions of spam emails inducing investors
to buy the stocks in order to drive up the
price, and then sell off their holdings.

Aaron is a US citizen who lives in
Moscow and Tel Aviv and remains at
large, US authorities have said. The
Israeli prosecutor added that he appar-
ently was in Russia. Orenstein’s lawyer,
after the court discussion, said his client
denied the allegations. Shalon’s lawyer
could not be reached immediately for
comment.

The prosecutor told the court that the

case was connected to another sensitive
investigation being handled in the
United States, but did not link it to last
summer ’s massive data breach at
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Media reports on Tuesday had tied
the cases together. The hacking of
JPMorgan’s computers compromised
information in 83 million household and
small business accounts, making it one
of the largest such breaches in history.

The prosecutor, in making her case to
keep the accused in custody, said they
had used fake passports and fake identi-

ties to carry out their scheme, which
brought them “millions of dollars.”

She said the US authorities have not
shared all the details from their investi-
gation, which included the gathering of
witnesses statements, email correspon-
dences, stock deals and brokerage
details.

Shalon was found with 2 million
shekels ($525,000) in cash during a
search connected with the second, sepa-
rate investigation, increasing suspicions
he would try to flee the country, the
prosecutor said. — Reuters

Israelis sought in US securities fraud remanded

ALEXANDRIA: In this picture provided by the office of the Egyptian Presidency, Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, center, and Defense
Minister Sedqi Sobh, left, stand to attention while other members of the military look on at the Air Defense Academy in Alexandria, Egypt.  — AP

Wanted Egyptian militant 

urges jihad against Sisi

MOGADISHU: Somali government troops
backed by African Union forces yesterday cap-
tured the Shebab stronghold of Bardhere, one
of the last key bases of the Al-Qaeda-affiliated
Islamists, officials said.

The militants also confirmed the loss of the
town, but insisted they had not been defeated
and that fighting was continuing.

“We have secured control of the town,”
Siyad Ahmed, a Somali military official, told
AFP by telephone from the southern town.
“The allied forces are now conducting mine
clearing operations in the different neighbour-
hoods.”  “There was no a major resistance, and
the violent elements fled when our troops
approached. They have emptied the town,”
Ahmed said. Witnesses in a nearby villages
reported heavy fighting between the Somali
government and African Union troops with the
Shebab, before the militants pulled out.

They also said residents of Bardhere, situat-
ed 350 kilometres (225 miles) west of the capi-
tal Mogadishu and under Shebab control since
2008, had also fled.

A Shebab commander, Sheikh Ahmed Abu-
Ubeyda, confirmed the militants had lost the
town but insisted they had not been defeated
and that fighting was continuing.

“The allied invading Christian forces and
the Somali apostates entered parts of
Bardhere this afternoon... but the Mujahedeen
are putting up resistance,” he said. “The
Mujahedeen fighters are still in the area and
this fight will last longer than the enemy
thinks,” he added.

The fall of Bardhere comes less than a week
after the African Union Mission in Somalia, or
AMISOM, launched “Operation Jubba
Corridor”-an offensive it said as aimed at flush-
ing the insurgents out of rural areas in south-
ern Somalia. The offensive has involved
Ethiopian and Kenyan forces, officials said.

The loss of Bardhere will be a blow to the
Shebab, as control over  territory helps it find
recruits and source revenue through taxes on
local business and trade. The group, however,
has bounced back from similar defeats in the
past-maintaining its capacity to conduct
ambushes in rural areas as well as high-profile
raids inside Mogadishu.

A statement from the Kenyan military
described its capture of a key bridge near
Bardhere, used by the Shebab to move its
fighters and supplies within Somalia and

towards Kenya, as an “operational milestone in
the fight against Al-Shebab”.

Amnesty offer 
The Kenyan army said its troops, fighting

alongside Somali soldiers, killed at least 24
Islamists in its operations. An overall casualty
toll was not immediately available.

The AMISOM offensive was launched days
after the Kenyan government said a US drone
strike in the region killed at least 30 Shebab
rebels, among them several commanders.

It also comes after last month’s Shebab
assault on a AMISOM base which left dozens of
Burundian soldiers dead in one of the single
deadliest incidents since AMISOM soldiers
arrived in Somalia eight years ago.

Somalia information minister, Mohamed
Abdi Hayir Mareye, said the Somali army-AMI-
SOM offensive will continue “until we have
retaken all areas currently occupied by terror-
ists”. He also urged Shebab fighters to defect
“before Al-Shebab enters its final catastrophic
phase.” “We offer amnesty provided the indi-
vidual meets four simple conditions:  reject Al-
Shebab; renounce violence; commit to partici-
pation in the peace process... and be an
ambassador to others still trapped,” he said.
“Our offer has no time limit, but the longer you
remain under the black flag, the more likely
time will run out for you. Now is the time to
leave.”

But the militants have been progressively
shifting their focus outside Somalia. In a mes-
sage marking Muslim Eid celebrations on
Friday, Shebab leader Ahmed Diriye-also
known as Ahmed Umar Abu Ubaidah-outlined
plans for the group to increase its operations
in Kenya, inviting potential recruits to training
camps. The group claimed responsibility for
the September 2013 siege of the Westgate
shopping mall in the Kenyan capital, which left
67 dead, as well as a massacre of 148 people,
mostly students, at Garissa University in
Kenya’s northeast in April. A string of other
bombings and massacres in Kenya’s northeast
and along its Muslim-majority coastline have
also bee claimed by the Islamists.

The Shebab, meaning “youth” in Arabic,
emerged out of a bitter insurgency against
Ethiopia, whose troops entered Somalia in a
2006 US-backed invasion to topple the Islamic
Courts Union that was then controlling the
capital Mogadishu. — AFP

Somali, AU troops capture 

key Shebab stronghold

CAIRO: One of Egypt’s most wanted men, a
former special forces officer turned Islamist mil-
itant commander, has condemned President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and called for a holy war
against his government.

An audio message attributed to Hisham al-
Ashmawy, who security officials suspect mas-
terminded the recent car bomb assassination of
Egypt’s top prosecutor, said the country is
“overpowered by the new pharaoh” Sisi.

Ashmawy is part of a small but highly dan-
gerous succession of former Egyptian army offi-
cers who have joined militant groups, compli-
cating Sisi’s efforts to confront what he calls an
existential threat from extremism.

With their knowledge of the Arab world’s
biggest army and training, they pose a security
threat to strategic US ally Egypt which faces an
insurgency based in northern Sinai.

“All of you must come together to confront

your enemy. Do not fear them, but fear Allah if
you are truly believers,” said the audio message
carried by US-based monitoring group SITE,
which it said was posted on July 20 on an al
Qaeda-affiliated forum.

The comments coincided with the Eid al-Fitr
holiday just marked by Muslims.

The audio message features two pictures of
Ashmawy in military uniform. He is identified
by the nom de guerre of Abu Omar al-Muhajir
al-Masri and as Emir of the al-Murabiteen
group. Militants have stepped up attacks on
soldiers and police since Sisi, as army chief, top-
pled Islamist President Mohamed Mursi in 2013
after mass protests against his rule. Hundreds
have been killed.

Ashmawy, who has been on the run for
years, formed a cell within a militant group
recently renamed Sinai Province which has
pledged allegiance to Islamic State, the ultra-

hardline Sunni organisation based in Iraq and
Syria. He accused Sisi “and his soldiers” of fight-
ing “our religion” and killing “our men and
women”.

Sisi has launched a tough security crack-
down since Mursi’s overthrow. Security forces
killed hundreds of supporters of his Muslim
Brotherhood in the streets and arrested thou-
sands of others.

Ashmawy is described by security officials as
the leader of Sinai Province’s military training
committee. His cell carried out an operation in
October that killed 33 members of the security
forces in one of the bloodiest attacks in years.

Egypt closely watches the military for any
signs of Islamist-leaning officers, though a sen-
ior military official told Reuters defections are
not a phenomenon. A militant cell headed by
army officers assassinated President Anwar al-
Sadat in 1981.—Reuters

ISTANBUL: Ece Dinc’s mother (2nd L) attends the funeral of her daughter yesterday in
Istanbul, after a suicide bomb attack two days before killed at least 31 in the south-
ern Turkish town of Suruc. —AFP

Iran rejects curbs after 

10 years, will back allies

Rouhani, Obama seek to mollify hardliners
DUBAI: Iran will not accept any extension of sanc-
tions beyond 10 years, an official said yesterday, in
the latest attempt by its pragmatist government to
sell a nuclear deal with world powers to sceptical
hardliners.

Abbas Araqchi, one of several deputy foreign
ministers, also told a news conference Iran would
do ‘anything’ to help allies in the Middle East,
underlining Tehran’s message that despite the deal
Iran will not change its anti-Western foreign policy.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the highest authority in
Iran, told supporters on Saturday that U.S. policies
in the region were “180 degrees” opposed to Iran’s,
in a Tehran speech punctuated by chants of “Death
to America” and “Death to Israel”.

Under the accord, Iran will be subjected to long-
term curbs on its nuclear work in return for the lift-
ing of US, European Union and UN sanctions. The
deal was signed by the United States, Britain,
China, France, Germany, Russia and the EU.

The world powers suspected Iran was trying to
create a nuclear bomb; Tehran said its programme
was peaceful. The accord was a major success for
both US President Barack Obama and Iran’s prag-
matic President Hassan Rouhani. But both leaders
have to promote it at home to influential hardliners
in countries that have been enemies for decades.

Araqchi, Iran’s senior nuclear negotiator, told
the televised conference that any attempt to re-
impose sanctions after they expired in 10 years
would breach the deal. He was referring to a reso-
lution endorsing the deal passed by the U.N.
Security Council on Monday.

The resolution allows all UN sanctions to be re-
imposed if Iran violates the agreement in the next
10 years. If Iran adheres to the terms of the agree-
ment, all the provisions and measures of the UN
resolution would end in 10 years.

‘WE ARE NOT ASHAMED’
However, the six world powers, known as the

P5+1, and the European Union told U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon earlier this month that after

10 years they planned to seek a five-year extension
of the mechanism allowing sanctions to be re-
imposed. Araqchi challenged this move, saying:
“Our priority is our national interests, not UN
Security Council’s resolutions.”

“The UN Security Council’s resolution says clear-
ly that the timeframe of agreement is 10 years, and
Iran’s case will be closed in the Security Council
after that,” Araqchi said.

“If the US and any other member of P5+1 say
they want to adopt a new resolution after 10 years
allowing sanctions to be re-imposed, it is the
breach of Vienna agreement and has no credibility.”

Iran’s foreign ministry said shortly after the pas-
sage of the resolution on Monday that the nuclear
deal did not mean Tehran accepted “sanctions and
restrictions imposed by the UNSC, the US, the E.U.
or member countries.”

On Monday, Araqchi told national television:
“Whenever it’s needed to send arms to our allies in
the region, we will do so.  We are not ashamed of
it.” US allies in the Gulf have cautiously welcomed
the July 14 deal, but they accuse Tehran of interfer-
ing in Arab conflicts, such as Syria,and pushing
hard for heightened regional influence.

US Secretary of State John Kerry said in remarks
published on Wednesday he will seek to reassure
Gulf Arab officials at a meeting in Qatar in the next
two weeks that Washington will work with them to
push back against Iranian influence in the region.

“We have negotiated a nuclear deal for the sim-
ple reason that we believe if you are going to push
back against Iran, it’s better to push back against
an Iran without a nuclear weapon than with one,”
the pan-Arab newspaper al-Sharq al-Awsat quoted
Kerry as saying. — Reuters

Turkish doctor pictured holding 

dead friend survives attack

ISTANBUL: A young Turkish doctor who
was pictured holding the hand of her
friend in the aftermath of the suicide
bombing on the Syrian border has survived
her injuries and been transported to
Istanbul for treatment, the Hurriyet daily
said yesterday.

In a picture that rapidly went viral on
social media, two women were shown lying
flat on their backs on the ground following
the attack in the border town of Suruc that
killed 32 people.

The newspaper said that young doctor
Cagla Seven, 27, who had only recently
passed her final exams to qualify as paedia-
trician, survived the blast despite severe
injuries. Her friend however reportedly
died, it added.

“We do not see anything life threatening
but we will have to follow a very  serious
treatment,” said doctor Enver Dayioglu who
had accompanied Seven after she was
evacuated from southeastern Turkey.

Pictures showed that Seven raised her
hand to make the victory sign from her
stretcher as she was rushed to the Istanbul
hospital to begin her treatment.

Reports said that she had 100 ball bear-
ings implanted in her body after the blast
and had required 14 blood transfusions.

Seven had been left unconscious after
the blast and was rushed to a hospital out-
side Suruc. She was then airlifted late on

Tuesday to the Istanbul University Medical
School Hospital, which is attached to the
same university that she had graduated
from. The activists from the Federation of
Socialist Youth Associations (SGDF) had
arrived in Suruc to take part in a rebuilding
mission for Kobane, which Kurdish forces
had retaken from IS earlier this year.

The group, mainly consisting of stu-
dents, had taken pictures of themselves
smiling optimistically and had been pho-
tographed enjoying breakfast just before
the attack.

Turkish press reports said that they had
come from all over Turkey including
Istanbul, the Black Sea region and the
mainly Kurdish southeast.

The youngest victim was reportedly
Okan Pirinc, 18, from the southern region
of Antakya. Among the oldest was Nazegul
Boyraz, 55, a mother of four from Istanbul.

Mother Ferdane Kilic, 55, and her son
25-year-old Nartan Kilic came to Suruc from
the western city of Bursa and were killed in
the attack, Hurriyet said.

Ferdane’s daughter Sinem also lightly
wounded and was Tuesday pictured carry-
ing the coffins of her mother and brother at
a funeral ceremony.

Cebrail Gunebakan, 24, meanwhile was
a prominent activist who had previously
been arrested by police while protesting
over Turkish policy on Syria. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Ali Rezaian (R), brother of Washington Post Tehran bureau chief Jason Rezaian,
answers questions from members of the media after a news conference at the National Press
Club yesterday in Washington, DC. The news conference was to give an update on the case of
Jason Rezaian, who is being held in Evin Prison in Iran since July 22, 2014. — AFP
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BALTIMORE: Baltimore Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake climbed onto the deck of
an abandoned row house in Tuesday’s
sweltering summer heat and promised
that “better is coming” as she promoted
the restoration of a blighted block not far
from where riots broke out earlier this
year.

In another year or so, the three-story
brick shell of a building, one of nine
vacant houses on the block in Reservoir
Hill, should be ready for new tenants,
thanks to a $4.6 million rehabilitation ini-
tiative. The neighborhood also is getting
a new public school, part of the city’s $1
billion school construction program.

For better or worse, since she sacked
Police Commissioner Anthony Batts, the
mayor has been alone at the top of a city
government that has yet to show how it
will repair the strained relationship
between police and the people of inner-
city Baltimore.

“There’s a lot of tension, but poking
through that tension is optimism and
determination and so many who know
that we’re better than those few days,
that we’re better than that unrest, and
who won’t be deterred by the tragic
events of the riots,” Rawlings-Blake said in
an interview with The Associated Press.

But for many in Baltimore, the memo-
ry of how Rawlings-Blake responded to

the riots is too raw, and the city’s unmet
expectations are overwhelming. There
are 17,000 vacant homes in Baltimore,
concentrated in the same neglected
neighborhoods where the death of
Freddie Gray in police custody prompted
a wave of arson, looting and open con-
frontations with riot police in April.

Rawlings-Blake now runs a city that is
still reeling from the $30.4 million eco-
nomic cost of looting and arson in April
and the citywide curfew that followed,
but also, for the first time in decades,
openly acknowledging the longstanding
and deep-seated problems that seeded it
all - dismal housing, nonexistent jobs,
poor education and racial inequality.

Chanta Saunders, 25, was friends with
Gray, who died a week after breaking his
neck while he was bounced around in the
back of a police van. She said the mayor’s
decision to fire Batts was good, but that
Rawlings-Blake was just as much at fault
for problems with policing.

“He should have been fired,” Saunders
said. “He needed to be fired, but so does
the mayor.”

Criticism
At a July 9 news conference, Rawlings-

Blake said Batts had become too divisive
and distracting since six officers were
arrested on charges ranging up to sec-

ond-degree murder in Gray’s death. The
charges helped end days of tension in the
streets, but Batts failed to reverse plum-
meting arrests and skyrocketing murders
since then.

“The people of Baltimore deserve bet-
ter and we’re going to get better,” she said
then. But Rawlings-Blake has also faced
criticism. Some blame the citywide cur-
few she authorized, which led to hun-
dreds of arrests on charges that were
nearly all dropped. The curfew was strictly
enforced in poor neighborhoods, but
hardly honored in wealthier neighbor-
hoods in the majority black city.

Most of all, the mayor was blamed for
failing to show up as the crisis unraveled.
For nearly five hours, as windows were
smashed and buildings set aflame across
swaths of east and west Baltimore, she
was nowhere to be seen. The next day,
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan said
Rawlings-Blake did not return his calls for
hours as he was seeking guidance on
whether to call in the National Guard.

The Baltimore Sun questioned
Rawlings-Blake’s leadership. “The city
needed to hear about action, not the
hours she spent behind the scenes, deal-
ing with the ‘T’s to be crossed and I’s to be
dotted’ to make sure the executive order
mandating an evening curfew was just
right,” its editorial read. “Baltimore has

already suffered incalculable damage in
terms of destroyed property, injured
police officers and civilians, and the tar-
nished image of the city in the eyes of
those who live here, in the suburbs and
around the world. Repairing that damage
is going to require real leadership. So far,
we’re not seeing it.”

Popular
Since then, Rawlings-Blake has tried to

focus attention on her efforts to restore
vacant housing, build new schools and
reopen recreation centers for the city’s
youth.

“People want Baltimore to heal, they
want to be part of the process and we’re
taking that,” the mayor said, describing
how she’s trying to channel investment
and “community spirit” into real, bricks -
and-mortar improvements.

Democratic US Rep. Elijah Cummings,
who lives in West Baltimore, said
Rawlings-Blake has not received the cred-
it she deserves for keeping the peace dur-
ing times of tumult in Baltimore.

“There was a lot of back and forth
between her and the governor, and I
think whenever you have two entities of
government - state and local - and you’ve
got people of different parties heading
those agencies, you’re probably going to
run into disagreements,” Cummings said.

“But the fact is, you have to look at the
bottom line. No shots fired. Think about
that. No shots fired. When I was out on
that street I knew: if one shot had been
fired, the whole city would have blown
up. It was just that tense.”

Saunders, who lives in the same public
housing project where Gray was arrested,
said she has never voted but plans to reg-
ister just to choose former Mayor Sheila
Dixon next year to replace Rawlings-
Blake.

Dixon, who was mayor from 2007 until
she resigned in 2010 as part of a plea
agreement stemming from charges that
she stole gift cards meant for poor chil-
dren, announced her candidacy this
month. She remains popular despite the
scandal. At Gray’s funeral, Rawlings-Blake
received polite applause, while Dixon was
greeted with a standing ovation from the
crowd of more than 2,500 people.

Now, more than ever, Dixon said in an
interview, Baltimore needs direction. “The
mayor sets the tone. She sets the tone,
and the commissioner and the officers
who worked on his team implement the
plan in place,” Dixon said. “The officers
need a sense of direction and clarity, and
they need to know that they are going to
be respected just as they need to be
respectful while they’re doing their job in
the community.” —AP

In wake of riots and crime spike, Baltimore mayor under fire

PRAIRIE VIEW: Jeanette Williams places a bouquet of roses at a memorial for Sandra Bland near Prairie View A&M University, Tuesday, in Prairie
View, Texas. A newly released dashcam video documents how a routine traffic stop escalated into a shouting confrontation between a Texas
state trooper and Bland, which led to her arrest. Bland was found hanging in her jail cell three days after the incident. —AP

HEMPSTEAD: Police dashcam video shows a
Texas state trooper trying to drag a black
motorist from her car after a minor traffic infrac-
tion, then drawing his stun gun and threatening
her for refusing to follow his orders.

The video shows the roadside encounter
swiftly escalating into a shouting confrontation,
with the officer holding a stun gun and warning
28-year-old Sandra Bland, “I will light you up,” for
refusing to get out of her vehicle.

Three days later, Bland was found dead in her
jail cell. Authorities say she hanged herself with
a black plastic garbage bag - a contention her
family and supporters dispute.

The video posted online Tuesday by the Texas
Department of Public Safety shows the trooper
stopping Bland for failing to signal a lane
change. After he hands her a written warning,
the trooper remarks that Bland seems irritated.
The Illinois woman replies that she is irritated
because she had changed lanes to make way for
the trooper’s car.

The conversation quickly turns hostile when
the officer asks Bland to put out her cigarette
and she asks why she can’t smoke in her own car.
The trooper then orders Bland to get out of the
vehicle. 

She refuses, and he tells her she is under
arrest. Further refusals to get out bring a threat

from the trooper to drag her out. He then pulls
out a stun gun and makes the threat about light-
ing Bland up.

Violating
When she finally steps out of the vehicle, the

trooper orders her to the side of the road. There,
the confrontation continues off-camera, but it is
still audible. The two keep yelling at each other
as the officer tries to put Bland in handcuffs and
waits for other troopers to arrive.

Still off camera, Bland can be heard protest-
ing her arrest, repeatedly using expletives and
calling the officer a “pussy.” She screams that he’s
about to break her wrists and complains that he
knocked her head into the ground.

Her death comes after nearly a year of height-
ened national scrutiny of police and their deal-
ings with black suspects, especially those who
have been killed by officers or die in police cus-
tody. The case has resonated on social media,
with posts questioning the official account and
featuring the hashtags #JusticeForSandy and
#WhatHappenedToSandyBland. Others referred
to #SandySpeaks, the hashtag Bland used in
monologues she posted on Facebook in which
she talked about police brutality and said she
had a calling from God to speak out against
racism and injustice.

In an affidavit released Tuesday, the trooper
said that after handcuffing her for becoming
combative, she swung her elbows at him and
kicked him in his right shin.

Trooper Brian Encinia said he then used force
“to subdue Bland to the ground,” and she contin-
ued to fight back. He arrested her for assault on
a public servant.

The trooper, who has been on the force for
just over a year, has been placed on administra-
tive leave for violating unspecified police proce-
dures and the Department of Public Safety’s
courtesy policy. The agency would not address
questions about whether the trooper acted
appropriately by drawing his stun gun or pulling
her out of the vehicle.

“Regardless of the situation - it doesn’t matter
where it happens - a DPS state trooper has got
an obligation to exhibit professionalism and be
courteous ... and that wasn’t the case in this situ-
ation,” said Steven McCraw, the department
director. A law enforcement expert from
Maryland said he was troubled by the video
“from start to finish.”

New job
Vernon Herron, a senior policy analyst with

the University of Maryland Center for Health
and  Homeland Security, said if the trooper
intended to give her a warning, that’s what he
should have done, no matter what the woman
said to him. “A person’s attitude or their
demeanor is not probable cause to make an
arrest,” said Herron, who has more than 35 years
of experience in public safety and law enforce-
ment.

Court records show Bland had several
encounters with police in Illinois and Texas over
the past decade, including repeated traffic stops
and two arrests for drunk driving, one of which
was dismissed.

Bland was taken to the Waller County Jail
about 60 miles northwest of Houston on July 10
and found dead July 13. A Texas Rangers investi-
gation into her death is being supervised by the
FBI. Although a medical examiner has ruled
Bland’s death a suicide, supporters insist she
was upbeat and looking forward to a new job at
Prairie View A&M University, where she graduat-
ed in 2009. Bland’s family and clergy members
have called for a Justice Department probe, and
an independent autopsy has been ordered. At a
memorial service Tuesday night at Bland’s alma
mater, her mother, Geneva Reed-Veal, reiterated
that she doesn’t believe Bland took her own life.
She also spoke of her grief, saying, “I have a
baby to put in the ground.” — AP

Police dashcam video shows

confrontational traffic stop

Bland stopped for failing to signal a lane change

America in Africa: Military 

ties grow but trade lags
WASHINGTON:  President Barack
Obama’s keenly-awaited trip to Africa this
week comes as the US superpower’s mili-
tary footprint on the continent is grow-
ing.

But US diplomatic and trade ties in
Africa have not kept pace with defense
cooperation, and lag far behind those of
Europe and China.

Targeted military presence 
Compared to its large-scale bases in

Europe and Korea, and ongoing opera-
tions in the Middle East and Afghanistan-
the US deployment in Africa is discreet.

Indeed, the US military ’s Africa
Command is still based in Stuttgart,
Germany, having failed to find a suitable
host country on the continent itself.  The
United States has also deployed a joint
task force in the Horn of Africa that oper-
ates from a base in Djibouti and carries
out missions in the broader region.

In sub-Saharan Africa itself, the US mil-
itary concentrates efforts on training and
supporting local forces in the battle
against extremist militant groups.

“Our efforts on the African continent
are all about creative and innovative ways
to have small-very small elements to
advise and assist and support the African
nations-doing that,” AFRICOM command-
er General David Rodriguez said last year.

He acknowledged most African coun-
tries would not welcome a large US mili-
tary presence on their soil, and said US
forces would instead help build up local
armies to face mutual enemies. The
exception to this rule is the Djibouti base,
which houses 3,200 US personnel, includ-
ing units able to launch drone strikes and
commando raids against jihadist targets
in Yemen and Somalia. US non-profit
group the Bureau of Investigative
Journalism estimates that in the past four
years US forces have conducted between
10 and 14 drone strikes in Somalia and
conducted between eight and 11 secret
missions.

Terrorism and Ebola 
Smaller counterterrorism missions and

one limited humanitarian deployment
have also brought American boots onto
African ground in recent years.  In Niger,
200 US personnel have been assigned to
assist the French forces of Operation
Barkhane against the jihadist groups
roaming the Sahel desert.  Up to 300 spe-
cial forces and other US experts can be
assigned  at any one time to central
Africa-based largely out of Uganda-to
help track down Joseph Kony’s Lord’s
Resistance Army rebels.

Late last year, 2,800 personnel briefly
deployed to West Africa to offer hands-off
logistical support to the battle against
the Ebola epidemic.

China rising 
But while military action occasionally

grabs the headlines, the inroads made by
America’s great power rival China go
deeper-as Beijing gathers African raw
materials and invests in industry and
infrastructure.  Last month, Obama
renewed AGOA-the 15-year-old African
Growth and Opportunity Act-which
offers trade advantages to some African
products seeking US markets.

Trade between the United States and
Africa rose to $73 billion last year, roughly
half each way, but with the United States
enjoying a slight $3.5 billion surplus over
its poorer partners.

And the African countries who benefit
most from AGOA are not fledgling manu-
facturers or financial services hubs, but
crude oil exporters like Angola and
Nigeria. Recent steep falls in the price of
oil-in part due to US success in develop-
ing its own shale oil-helped force Africa’s
exports under AGOA down by 47 percent
last year. Meanwhile, the broader
engagement by resource-hungry China
and Africa’s former colonial powers in the
European Union saw their trade with
Africa hit $200 billion and $140 billion
respectively. — AFP

Singapore freezes 

accounts linked to probe

of Malaysia’s 1MDB

SINGAPORE: Singapore police yesterday
confirmed they had frozen two bank
accounts as part of an investigation into
possible money-laundering offences
related to troubled Malaysian state
investment firm 1MDB. The company is
under investigation by Malaysian author-
ities following reports of irregularities
including fund transfers allegedly involv-
ing Prime Minister Najib Razak, who has
strongly denied any wrongdoing. 

“We understand that the Malaysian
authorities have launched investigations
into certain matters related to 1MDB,” the
Singapore Police Force (SPF), which has a
unit dealing with financial crime, said in a
statement sent to AFP. “Singapore will
continue to provide our full assistance
and share information with the relevant
authorities in Malaysia, within the ambit
of our laws and international obliga-
tions.”

The SPF said it was conducting an
“investigation into possible money-laun-
dering offences”. The SPF said on July 15
it “issued orders under the Criminal
Procedure Code to prohibit any dealings
in respect of money in two bank
accounts that are relevant to the investi-
gation”. I t did not identify the bank
accounts and said it would not provide
further details as investigations were
ongoing. The Wall Street Journal report-
ed on July 3 that investigators had dis-
covered nearly $700 million had moved
through government agencies, banks
and companies linked to 1MDB before

ending up in Najib’s personal accounts.
Najib dismissed the report as “political

sabotage” and threatened legal action,
while 1MDB said it had not transferred
any funds to the Malaysian premier, who
is also the finance minister. A special task
force in Malaysia set up to probe the
money transfers has frozen six bank
accounts. It said none of them belonged
to Najib. Facing intense pressure to
reveal the whereabouts of allegedly
missing 1MDB money, Najib said in
March that about $1.1 billion of its funds
had been transferred from the Cayman
Islands to an account with Swiss private
bank BSI in Singapore.

Critics, however, have accused Najib’s
administration of conflicting statements
on the nature of those funds and failing
to provide full details on the account.
The Monetary Authority of Singapore
(MAS), the city-state’s central bank, said
this month it was providing assistance to
Malaysian authorities in their investiga-
tion. The MAS noted that financial insti-
tutions in Singapore “are required to con-
duct rigorous customer due diligence,
regular account reviews, and to monitor
for and report any suspicious transac-
tions.” It warned it “will not hesitate to
take any action if there are regulatory
breaches”. Singapore is Southeast Asia’s
leading financial centre. It is home to
over 200 banks handling assets worth
almost two tril l ion US dollars as of
December 2013, according to the MAS
website.— AFP 

TEGUCIGALPA: Members of the Red Cross assist one of the 24 people on hunger strike to call
for the United Nations to form a commission to investigate Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hernandez over a case of corruption, after he collapsed outside the headquarters of the UN in
Tegucigalpa, yesterday. The protesters allege Hernandez received government money illegally
in his campaign for the 2013 presidential election that he won and want a UN International
Commission Against Impunity to be created and the president to resign.   — AFP 
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CHISINAU: Three pro-Europe Moldovan parties
announced yesterday they had agreed to form a new
ruling coalition to produce a government to pilot the
country towards integration with the European
Union and unlock fresh foreign funding.

The small ex-Soviet state, sandwiched between
Ukraine and EU member Romania, has been in tur-
moil after a banking scandal involving the disappear-
ance of $1 billion from the banking system and the
resignation of Prime Minister Chiril Gaburici in June.
A statement said the Liberal-Democratic Party of for-
mer prime minister Vlad Filat, the Democratic party
and the Liberal party had agreed in the early hours
on Wednesday to form a new coalition dedicated to

European integration. But with only 52 seats in the
101-seat parliament, the three parties have only a
slender majority in a country where a considerable
part of the 3.5 million population is Russian-speak-
ing, many of whom favour closer economic ties with
Moscow. Moldova’s political instability has held up
agreement on a new programme with the
International Monetary Fund which has in turn
blocked disbursement of EU budgetary support.

The first task of the new coalition will be to decide
on a prime minister. Filat led the government from
September 2009 but was forced from office in March
2013 following charges that his government had
been involved in corruption. Acting prime minister

Natalia Gherman, who also doubles as foreign minis-
ter, may be asked to stay on though Education
Minister Maia Sandu also is a possibility, commenta-
tors said. Another pressing task for any new govern-
ment will be to trace the $1 billion - equivalent to
one eighth of Moldovan gross domestic product -
which disappeared from three of the country’s
largest banks, bringing thousands of people onto the
streets of the capital in protest.

Liberal party leader Mihai Ghimpu, one of the
three coalition leaders, reiterated on Wednesday that
finding the missing cash should be given top priority
by any new government.

Moldova embarked on a pro-Europe course in

2009, after years of communist rule, despite relying
hugely on Russian energy supplies and the presence
of a pro-Russia self-proclaimed statelet called
Transdniestria within its borders.

But economic mismanagement and a failure to
tackle corruption has kept nostalgia for Soviet times
high among large section of the population.

Gaburici himself stepped down in June after his
educational credentials were challenged by the
opposition. Economic turbulence in Russia, Moldova’s
main trading partner, has hit the pace of Moldova’s
growth in 2015 while Russian involvement in the sep-
aratist conflict in neighbouring Ukraine has brought
further concern to its pro-EU leaders. — Reuters

Troubled Moldova edges towards formation of new pro-Europe govt

CEYLANPINAR: Police officers carry a coffin into a funeral vehicle after two police officers were found shot dead in their home in Ceylanpinar, a
town near Turkey’s border with Syria, yesterday. Governor for Sanliurfa province, Izzettin Kucuk, said  it was not immediately clear if the attack
against the policemen who were sharing a house, was terrorism-linked. The assault comes two days after a bomb attack in the nearby the town
of Suruc, also near the Syrian border, killed tens of people and wounded nearly 100. — AP

NAIROBI: South Sudanese government troops
crushed fleeing civilians with tanks, then reversed
to check they had killed them, carried out public
gang rapes and burned people alive, a rights group
said yesterday.

The report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) has
shocking allegations of atrocities committed by
government forces in the ongoing 19-month-old
war, documenting “deliberate attacks on civilians”
that it said constitute war crimes.

“They were running with the tanks after the
people, and then after they hit them they would
roll back over them, to confirm that they were
dead,” one woman told HRW. The attacks were
allegedly carried out by government troops and an
allied militia from the Bul Nuer tribe. Another wit-
ness, a 30-year-old woman, said troops in a tank
hunted down her nephew.

“I saw him... he was crushed before he reached
the river... we were running together, he ran in
order to hide,” she told HRW.  Another described
finding the squashed bodies of her two male rela-
tives.  “Their bodies had been grinded,” she said,
one of a string of testimonies documented in the
HRW report, titled “They Burned it All”, based on
interviews with 174 victims and witnesses from the
northern battleground state of Unity.

Rebel split risks worsening war 
Civilians fled into swamps to escape, but troops

chased them down using amphibious armoured

vehicles, raking hiding places with machine guns.
“They were hunting for cows and people,” one
woman in the Koch area of Unity state said.

Other victims recount government soldiers cas-
trating a man and a 15-year old boy, all part of a
deliberate tactic to drive people out of the villages,
HRW said.

HRW documented murders “of civilian women
and men, including children and the elderly, some
by hanging, others by shooting, or being burned
alive.” South Sudan’s civil war began in December
2013 when President Salva Kiir accused his former
deputy Riek Machar of planning a coup, setting off
a cycle of retaliatory killings that has split the
poverty-stricken, landlocked country along ethnic
lines. In a likely further worsening of the war, rebel
forces have split after Machar sacked a key com-
mander, the powerful warlord Peter Gadet, who
was slapped with United Nations sanctions earlier
this month.  Rebel spokesman Mabior Garang told
AFP it was “an ordinary reshuffle” but declined to
give details. But a diplomat monitoring stalled talks
in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa-where at least
seven ceasefires have been agreed and then rapid-
ly broken-said it would make striking a lasting deal
harder.  “Any further fracturing of opposition forces
makes a paper agreement harder to be implement-
ed on the ground,” the diplomat said.

Rape a ‘normal thing’ 
The government side, the Sudan People’s

Liberation Army (SPLA), launched a major offen-
sive against rebel forces in April, with fierce fight-
ing in Unity, once a key oil producing area.

Rebel forces have also been accused of carry-
ing out atrocities, including rape, killings and, like
the government, the recruitment of armies of
child soldiers. 

The United Nations base in the capital of Unity
State, Bentiu, now hosts over 100,000 civilians,
more than the ruined town itself,  which has
swapped hands between government and rebels
several times during the war.  Researchers who
have worked in South Sudan for years said the
“sheer scale” of destruction has been “staggering”,
with tens of thousands of cattle stolen, the eco-
nomic lifeline for the people.

For this report, HRW documented 63 rape cas-
es, but said they believed it was only a “fraction”
of the total. One woman said rape had become
“just a normal thing.” 

Victim accounts of the attacks are horrific.
“One man put a gun to the back of my head and
said ‘Watch how we will rape your daughter,’” a
victim told HRW.

Another woman said soldiers, “only raped me
once because they saw I had recently given birth.”
There was no immediate response from South
Sudan’s government, which has said it is also
investigating a recent UN report on alleged atroc-
ities by its troops, including reports that soldiers
raped then burned girls alive. — AFP

South Sudan troops ‘crushed 
civilians with tanks’: HRW

People flee into swamps to escape

MADRID: Spain said yesterday that it is trying
to establish what happened to three Spanish
freelance journalists who went missing around
the embattled northern Syrian city of Aleppo as
news emerged that a fourth journalist,  a
Japanese national, has gone missing in the war-
torn country.

Justice Minister Rafael Catala told Spain’s
Cadena SER radio the government had no news
regarding the three Spaniards and will contact
the government in Damascus over the case.

Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Garcia
Margallo told reporters that such cases caused
much anxiety “because you have a certain sense
of impotence, because you’re dependent on the
movements of those who have kidnapped our
compatriots.” So far, the government has not
specifically said if it is treating the case as a kid-
napping. Margallo urged “maximum discretion”
in the case but called for “tranquility,” saying sim-
ilar situations in the past had ended well for
Spain. With the rise of the Islamic State group
and a spate of journalists’ abductions starting in
mid-2013, most media organizations have opted
to stay away from coverage inside Syria because
of the unacceptable risk level. Over the last year,
it has become rare for any foreign journalists to
go into northern Syria, where a myriad of Islamic
groups and the more extremist IS and al-Qaida
group rule.

A Spanish journalism association first report-
ed on Tuesday that the three - identified as
Antoniu Pampliega, Jose Manuel Lopez and
Angel Sastre - were missing since July 13. They
had traveled to Syria, presumably together, to
report on the country’s long-running civil war.
“An effort has been underway since then to
search and locate them,” a statement from their
families said.

Dangerous assignment
The three are the latest journalists to become

ensnared in the world’s most dangerous assign-
ment for reporters. A fourth journalist,  a
Japanese freelancer, has also been reported
missing in Syria where he was last heard from
one month ago.

It is not known why Jumpei Yasuda, who has
been reporting on the Middle East since 2002,
has not been in contact. Yasuda was taken
hostage in Iraq in 2004, with three other
Japanese, but was freed after Islamic clerics
negotiated his release.

Kosuke Tsuneoka, another freelance reporter,
said Wednesday that he received a message
from Yasuda in Syria on June 23, but has not
heard from him since.

“It is not normal that there has been no con-
tact from him at all,” Tsuneoka said in a tele-
phone interview, adding that no one should
jump to conclusions about Yasuda’s fate. The
Japanese Foreign Ministry said it was aware of
the reports but has no confirmed information

on Yasuda. The three Spanish journalists, who
entered Syria separately from Yasuda, were first
reported missing Tuesday by a Spanish journal-
ism association. 

In another interview late Tuesday, Catala, the
Spanish justice minister, said it was necessary “to
find out what happened, who is holding these
journalists, why, and if the possible captors are
looking for a ransom.”

Also in Madrid, Foreign Minister Margallo
said Spain’s National Intelligence Center was
handling the case and that such cases depend-
ed a lot on the movements of other parties
involved but added that “all the precedents were
good.” Three Spanish journalists were released in
March 2014 after being held hostage by extrem-
ists for months in Syria. It is widely believed that
their government paid a ransom for their
release, although it has not been officially con-
firmed. Margallo also told reporters that the
government was in constant contact with
Spanish embassy in Ankara, Turkey, which han-
dles Syria. Madrid had also contacted U.N. spe-
cial envoy to Syria Staffan de Mistura, who was
scheduled to travel from Beirut to Damascus on
Wednesday, and embassies of other countries in
the region, he added.

Risky place
The four-year conflict in Syria has killed more

than 220,000 people and has been the most
deadly country in the world for journalists for
the past few years. At least 84 journalists have
been killed since 2011 in Syria, according to the
New York-based Committee to Protect
Journalists, including at least 12 international
correspondents. More than 90 journalists have
been abducted in the country since the conflict
began and approximately 25 are currently miss-
ing, most of them local, it said.

“The disappearance of these four journalists
underscores that Syria remains an extremely
risky place for the press,” said CPJ’s Middle East
Program Coordinator Sherif Mansour from
Washington.

An unprecedented spate of kidnappings by
Islamic State militants starting in summer 2013
has kept most journalists away, particularly since
the group began killing foreign journalists and
aid workers it holds, starting with American
journalist James Foley in August last year. Foley’s
taped beheading was followed by the killing of
American-Israeli journalist Steven Sotloff, British
aid workers David Haines and Alan Henning,
American aid worker Peter Kassig, as well as
Japanese nationals Haruna Yukawa and Kenji
Goto. The group also has generated cash
through holding European journalists for ran-
som. Christophe Deloire, secretary general of
Reporters Without Borders, expressed “grave
worries” regarding the three Spanish journalists
and asked the Spanish government to use all
means to find them. — AP

Spain to seek Syrian govt
help to find journalists

MELILLA: Spanish police escort a man on the tarmac of an airport of the Spanish
enclave of Melilla yesterday. Police in Spain’s north African territory Melilla arrested
a man suspected of recruiting women for the armed jihadist group Islamic State, the
government said yesterday. Spanish police working with Moroccan security services
seized the man overnight in an investigation into gangs suspected of recruiting
women and minors to send them to Syria and Iraq. —  AFP

PARIS: Channel Tunnel operator
Eurotunnel wants the French and British
governments to reimburse it for close to 10
million euros ($11 million) it spent to beef
up security to cope with a migrant crisis at
the French port of Calais.

Around 5,000 migrants, dislocated by
war, political turmoil and poverty, are living
in makeshift camps in and around Calais,
making daily attempts to board lorries and
trains heading to Britain where they hope
to find work or claim asylum.

At least four people have died in and
around the tunnel since the end of June.

As it unveiled a 9 percent rise in first-half
core profit to 252 million euros  ($275 mil-
lion) on Wednesday, Eurotunnel said it
spent 13 million euros on security in the
period, the same as for the whole of last
year. Eurotunnel services have recently seen
disruptions due to migrants attempting to
reach Britain, and Chief Executive Jacques
Gounon said that French authorities were
not doing enough.

“Public authorities underestimate the

migrant situation ...  There are not enough
police on the ground. Our job is to be a
transport company, not to do a police job,”
he told a news conference.

Eurotunnel said it had made a request to
the Channel Tunnel Intergovernmental
Commission, the Franco-British regulator of
economic and safety issues related to the
tunnel, for 9.7 million euros to be reim-
bursed. That would be in addition to 4.7 mil-
lion euros, which Eurotunnel said the British
government had agreed to pay to create a
‘secure zone’ at Calais to protect lorries
heading for England from migrants trying
to enter the country illegally.

“The increase in pressure from migrants
in Calais led to disruption to services during
June and could lead to further disruptions
to traffic and to additional security expendi-
ture in the second half of the year,”
Eurotunnel said in a statement.

The French transport and interior min-
istries had no immediate comment while
British authorities could not be immediately
reached for comment. —Reuters

Eurotunnel wants French, British 
govts to pay migrant costs

LONDON:  Tony Blair rarely gets involved with
Britain’s Labour these days but the risk his party
could pick an old-fashioned left-winger as leader
prompted him to do so yesterday, as his legacy
looms over the contest.

While still vilified by many for leading Britain
into the Iraq war from 2003, Blair is Labour’s
longest-serving prime minister and believes the
party would not be electable if it picks Jeremy
Corbyn as its next leader.  There are signs it could
be about to do so, as other candidates have strug-
gled to make an impact outside Westminster.  A
new YouGov/Times opinion poll has put the beard-
ed Corbyn, whose views one colleague said were
the closest thing Britain had to those of Greece’s
hard-left Syriza, ahead of his three rivals.

Labour will  announce its new leader on
September 12 after Ed Miliband stepped down in
May. He quit in the wake of a crushing election
defeat by Prime Minister David Cameron’s
Conservatives which notably saw Labour lose all
but one of its seats in Scotland, a former heartland.

Blair and Corbyn could hardly be more different.
Blair, prime minister for 10 years from 1997, devot-
ed his career to dragging Labour to the centre
ground.

“When people say my heart says I should really
be with that (leftwing) politics-well, get a trans-
plant, because that’s just dumb,” Blair, tanned and
in an open-neck shirt and dark suit, told a packed
meeting of Labour supporters in London.

“You win from the centre, you win when you
appeal to a broad cross section of the public, you
win when you support business as well as unions.
You don’t win from a traditional leftist platform.”

Nicknamed “Comrade Corbyn” by the press, the
66-year-old backbench lawmaker, who usually
wears a worn beige jacket and slacks, opposes aus-

terity measures, was a vocal campaigner against
the Iraq war and wants to scrap Britain’s nuclear
weapons.

Labour in ‘emotional trauma’ 
Most Labour insiders believe it is unlikely

Corbyn will actually win the leadership race, partic-
ularly amid questions over the reliability of polls
after their failure to predict May’s election result.
Bookmakers Ladbrokes make Andy Burnham, a

slick former minister under Blair and Gordon Brown
who has tacked to the left in recent years, favourite
to win at 6/5, with Corbyn second at 2/1.

But it is clear that he has caught the imagina-
tion of many Labour members and supporters
thanks to his clearly expressed, traditional left-wing
policies.  These contrast with what some Labour
supporters now see as the compromises of the
Blair years which they say took the party too far
away from its socialist roots. —AFP

Enter Blair as UK’s Labour 
threatens leftward lurch

LONDON: Contender for leader of Britain’s Labour party Jeremy Corbyn outside his campaign
headquarters in north London, yesterday. Labour is seeking a new leader to rebuild the party
after losing May’s General Election to the Conservative party, and left-wing candidate Corbyn’s
message seems to have found strong support among party members, according to media
reports yesterday. — AP
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MALE: The president of the Maldives appointed
his trusted tourism minister as vice president yes-
terday, a day after parliament ousted his former
deputy on negligence charges.

President Yameen Abdul Gayoom swore in
Ahmed Adeeb as vice president at a closed cere-
mony. The 33-year-old Adeeb’s appointment was
widely expected since lawmakers started a process
to impeach Mohamed Jameel, who had been
Gayoom’s vice president since they were elected in
2013.

Lawmakers even voted to lower the minimum
age of eligibility for president and vice president
from 35 to 30 to enable Adeeb to take the position.

Adeeb is known as a staunch Gayoom loyalist,
mobilizing young people in support of the presi-
dent. He defended Gayoom amid widespread
local and international criticism for jailing opposi-
tion leader and former President Mohamed
Nasheed earlier this year.Nasheed was jailed for
13 years in March after a disputed terrorism trial
for detaining a senior judge when he was presi-

dent three years ago. The jailing threatened to
lead to a protracted political crisis, but relations
between the government and the Nasheed-led
Maldivian Democratic Party have improved, and
Nasheed has been transferred from prison to
house arrest. His colleagues are negotiating a full
release with the government.

Jameel was ousted Tuesday after 78 of 85 law-
makers voted in favor of the impeachment motion.
Two lawmakers voted against the motion and one
abstained, while the rest were absent.

Most pro-Nasheed lawmakers voted in favor of
the impeachment, in what is seen as being in
exchange for the concessions to Nasheed.Jameel,
who is in Britain and did not answer the charges
against him, said in a statement that he had been
sidelined and prevented from performing his
duties.  The Maldives, an Indian Ocean archipelago
nation known for its upscale resorts, became a
multiparty democracy in 2008 after 30 years of
autocratic rule by Gayoom’s half-brother Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom. — AP

MAZAR-I-SHARIF: A suicide bomber killed
15 people including women and children yes-
terday when he blew himself up in a northern
Afghan market, as militants intensify their
annual summer offensive despite nascent
peace talks.

The attack in Almar district of Faryab
province, bordering Turkmenistan, highlights
the heavy toll of such attacks on civilians after
13 years of war.  No group claimed responsi-
bility for the suicide bombing, which comes
just before another round of peace negotia-
tions between the government and Taleban
militants are due to start.

“This morning a suicide bomber detonated
his explosives-laden vest in a market in Almar,”
Faryab governor Abdul Sattar Barez told AFP.
“Our information shows at least 15 people
were killed in the attack, including women
and children and at least one Afghan army
soldier,” he said, adding that around 38 others
were wounded.

Almar district chief Saleh Mohammad
Saleh confirmed the death toll, adding that
some of the wounded were in a critical condi-
tion.  “We had received intelligence report
that a suicide attacker has entered the market
in Almar, so we set up a police check point to
search for him,” local police commmander Saif,
who goes by one name, told AFP.  “We were
looking for him when he blew himself up near
an armoured military vehicle,” Saif said,
adding that the attacker was aged between
20 and 25.

Growing casualties 
Taleban insurgents, who launched their

annual summer offensive in late April, have
stepped up attacks on government and for-
eign targets despite official efforts to jump-
start peace talks.

Civilians often fall victim to such attacks,
with almost 1,000 Afghan civilians killed dur-
ing the first four months of the year, accord-
ing to the UN mission in Afghanistan.

President Ashraf Ghani’s government has
drawn criticism for failing to end the spike in
violence, which critics partly blame on the
protracted delay in the appointment of a
defence minister.

The crucial post has not been filled since
Ghani came to power last September.

US-led NATO forces ended their combat
mission in Afghanistan in December, leaving
local forces to battle the Taleban alone, but a
13,000-strong residual force remains for train-
ing and counter-terrorism operations.  Afghan
officials sat down with Taleban cadres this
month in Murree, a tourist town in the hills
north of Islamabad, Pakistan, for their first
face-to-face talks aimed at ending the bloody
insurgency.  They agreed to meet again in the
coming weeks, drawing praise from
Islamabad, Beijing, Washington and the
United Nations.  Afghan officials have not said
when and where the next round of negotia-
tions will take place, but they are widely
expected to be conducted in the coming
days.

Earlier this month 33 people were killed
in a suicide attack at a military base in the
eastern province of Khost and a few days
later 25 civilians were wounded in a bomb-
ing inside a mosque in northern Baghlan
province. — AFP

KABUL: Afghan men carry an injured man to a hospital after a suicide attack in Faryab province northern of Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday. More than a
dozen people are dead and at least 38 people wounded after a suicide bomber detonated his explosives-laden vest among a crowd of shoppers at a
market in northern Afghanistan yesterday. — AP

Suicide bomber kills 
15 in Afghan market

Taleban insurgents step up attacks on govt and foreign targets

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Supreme Court yester-
day temporarily suspended the   death sen-
tence of a Christian woman accused of blas-
phemy, her lawyer said, in a case that hit
global headlines after the murder of two
politicians who tried to intervene on her
behalf.  Asia Bibi, a farm worker and mother
of four, became the first woman to be sen-
tenced to death under Pakistan’s controver-
sial blasphemy law in 2010.

The Supreme Court will soon begin hear-
ing an appeal against her conviction, said
lawyer Saif-ul-Malook.  “The execution of Asia
Bibi has been suspended and will remain sus-
pended until the decision of this appeal,”
Malook said. No date had been set for her
execution, he added.  The prosecution lawyer
was not available for comment.  The law in
predominantly Muslim Pakistan does not
define blasphemy but stipulates that the
penalty is death.  While convictions for blas-
phemy are fairly common, with most cases
involving members of religious minorities, a
death sentence has never been carried out.

But many people have been killed by
angry mobs after being accused of blasphe-
my. Human rights activists say accusations of
blasphemy are sky rocketing because the law
is often abused to settle grudges and seize
money or property.  Attacks on those who
have questioned the blasphemy law and

called for reform, including the murder of two
politicians who tried to intervene on behalf of
Bibi, have stifled debate.  The governor of
Punjab province, Salman Taseer, was shot
dead by a bodyguard in 2011 after he had
sought a presidential pardon for Bibi. The
judge who later sentenced Taseer’s killer had
to flee the country.

Islamist militants claimed responsibility for
the murder later in 2011 of the then sole
Christian government minister for challeng-
ing the blasphemy law.

The case against Bibi followed accusations
by two sisters who accused her of making
derogatory remarks about Islam.  Her lawyers
say her neighbours had a grudge against Bibi
because of an earlier dispute.

Malook said key witnesses had not
appeared during hearings by the High Court.
“The real eyewitnesses ... never appeared
before the court and backed out,” he said.
Evidence in blasphemy trials often cannot be
reproduced in court for fear of committing
another offence and judges and lawyers
often refuse to hear cases because they fear
being attacked.

Lawyers who hear  blasphemy cases are
frequently threatened.  A prominent human
rights advocate defending a professor
accused of making a blasphemous Facebook
post was murdered last year. — Reuters

Pakistan SC to hear Christian 
woman’s blasphemy case

NEW DELHI: Sitting on a cold concrete slab,
Sunita Devi reapplies her red lipstick as she pre-
pares for customers at a dingy brothel along the
Indian capital’s infamous GB road.

“We don’t go to men, they come to us. We
want to earn a living with dignity just as in any
other profession,” Devi, dressed in a traditional
cream and green salwar-kameez, told AFP, in the
bustling red light district. Like millions of other
sex workers, Devi, 35, is anxiously waiting for the
country’s highest court to hand down a ruling
which they hope will finally clarify the age-old
profession’s legal status. Soliciting is illegal in
India along with running a brothel and pimping,
but the law, an archaic throw back to British
colonial times, is vague on prostitution itself.

Sex workers are hoping the Supreme Court’s
ruling will force the government to decriminalise
the industry. They say they are tired of being ran-
domly targeted by police and sent to correction
homes where they say conditions are worse
than jails. Some 2,800 women and 4,800 men
were arrested in 2013, the latest government fig-
ures show but with a conviction rate less than 35
percent, cases continue to languish in courts for
years. “Don’t look at us as if we are criminals and
please don’t arrest our clients,” said Devi, who
was sold by the boyfriend she eloped with for
50,000 rupees (around $800) to a man who in
turn struck a deal with a brothel pimp.

Devi opted to stay on at the brothel, where
clients buy a token and select a woman of their
choice, once she realised she could earn “a good
500 rupees ($8) a day or more” without having to
“work too hard”.  On average, she sees two men
a night, up to five in busier times, in windowless
cubicles with single beds.

Forced underground 
India has nearly three million sex workers,

according to Havocscope, which focuses on
black market industries worldwide.

Activists argue many are selling sex by
choice, neither having been trafficked nor held
against their will, and should have the same
rights as other workers. “The law is very ambigu-
ous. Who is exploiting whom? The woman who
gets paid or the one seeking pleasure?” asked
Tripti Tandon of the Lawyers Collective advocacy
group.  “The law assumes that all sex workers are
victims and fails to recognise their right to a
livelihood. The sex workers don’t consider them-
selves as victims so why impose it (the law) on
them?”

Public health workers want decriminalisa-
tion, saying women and clients are forced
underground for fear of arrest, making it difficult

to limit the spread of HIV and other diseases.
But anti-trafficking campaigners argue any

kind of legitimacy would fuel the industry, lead-
ing to a jump in smuggling of mainly poor and
uneducated women from rural areas as well as
children into brothels, a major problem in India. 

Just over 14 million adults and children are
trapped in modern slavery in India, the most in
any country in the world, according to the Walk
Free Foundation’s 2014 Global Slavery Index.

Acting on a public interest petition four years
ago, the Supreme Court formed a panel to inves-
tigate the industry and look at amendments to
the law. It also asked the state governments to
conduct an ongoing survey to determine how
many sex workers, given a choice, wanted to be
rehabilitated and retrained in other professions
and how many wanted to stay put.

‘Income is good’ 
Dressed in garish saris and skirts, some wait-

ing for customers along Delhi’s seedy GB Road
said they were reluctant to leave the job,
because the money was better than other low-
paid labour as domestic servants or seamstress-
es.  “We have a lot of freedom here and the
income is good,” said Kusum, who earns around
20,000 rupees ($317) a month for her husband
and three children living in a village in neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh state.

“I can afford a better life for my children back
home with the money that I make here. I think
my job is less strenuous than many others,” said
the 36-year-old, who entered the trade on the
advice of a friend, also a prostitute. While she
works, her husband cares for the children who
think she is a nurse in Delhi. Although most sex
workers want decriminalisation, they are wary of
suggestions to licence sex work as in other
countries. Under such a scheme, they would be
issued identity cards stating their stigmatised
profession and also forced to pay taxes. 

“Licensing might work in the West but here
in India where sex work is looked down upon
and prostitutes ostracised, it is a long shot,” said
Amit Kumar, national coordinator of the All India
Network of Sex Workers.

The National Commission of Women, a feder-
al body, briefly backed legalising the trade last
year, only to reverse its stance after a fierce back-
lash in socially conservative India. 

But Kumar said the courts and government
groups needed to understand that keeping sex
work in the shadows was a waste of time.

“Our politicians and courts have been fence
sitting for too long. Sex work is the oldest profes-
sion and it’s not going to end ever.” — AFP

India’s sex workers seek 
law change to ply trade

Maldives president names new VP after previous one is ousted

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on July 8, 2015, an employee of Indian NGO-Shakti
Vahini, carries a box of condoms for distribution at a brothel in New Delhi. Soliciting is
illegal in India along with running a brothel and pimping, but the law, an archaic throw
back to British colonial times, is vague on prostitution itself. — AFP

BAMIYAN: Trudging halfway up a jagged goat trail,
guide Mohammad Ibrahim extolled the panoramic
view-a vast, ancient landscape of russet-hued cliffs
that is on the frontline of Afghan efforts to jump-
start warzone tourism.

Bamiyan-famous for empty hillside niches that
once sheltered giant Buddha statues that were
blown up by the Taleban-is a rare oasis of tranquility
that has largely been spared the wrenching conflict
that afflicts the rest of Afghanistan.  Once a caravan
stop along the fabled Silk Road, the central Afghan
city was recently named this year’s cultural capital of
South Asia, igniting hopes of restoring its place on
the global tourism map. One obstacle, however,
remains: Bamiyan is hemmed in by war.

Figuring out how to get to the ancient city-
endowed with stunning  landscapes but wedged
between volatile provinces-itself is a challenge. But
that doesn’t stop Ibrahim, head of the local tourism
association with a penchant for Indiana Jones-style
straw hats, from making his sales pitch. 

“Bamiyan has caves with the world’s oldest oil
paintings, the country’s first national park and dur-
ing winter it’s home to Afghanistan’s only ski slopes,”
he said, sounding like a walking tourism brochure.

Hiking up to the ruined ramparts of Shahr-e-
Gholghola-the City of Screams, which was
destroyed by Genghis Khan in the 13th century-
Ibrahim stopped to catch his breath and picked up a
spent bullet shell from the ground, one of many
Soviet-era casings that litter the windswept trail
overlooking the sandstone cliffs and snow-clad pyr-
amids of the Hindu Kush range.

“Bamiyan is the envy of Afghanistan-it has
peace,” he said.

‘Hippie trail’ 
Pre-civil war days are a subject of whispered nos-

talgia in Bamiyan, when it wielded control over
strategic mountain passes connecting trade routes

from India, China and Persia and the local markets
swarmed with stoned backpackers hopping over-
land on the so-called “hippie trail”. 

It has failed to revive the heyday of tourism after
decades of war, including the Taliban’s 1996-2001
reign when they destroyed two massive Buddha
statues carved into sandstone cliffs, labelling them
an affront to Islam-an act globally condemned as
“cultural terrorism”. 

Reliable statistics are hard to come by but offi-
cials admit that the number of foreign tourists has
fallen off a cliff in recent post-Taliban years as pes-
simism abounds about the state of Afghanistan,
trapped in a quagmire of escalating violence. 

But in an effort to lure tourists, especially from
the sub-continent, Bamiyan was last month inaugu-
rated as the South Asia Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) cultural capital for 2015 — a
move welcomed by local hoteliers and shopkeep-
ers, though few are optimistic.

Bamiyan’s single-runway airport can only accom-
modate small aircraft, with just one commercial air-
line operating thrice weekly flights from Kabul. 

And both land routes connecting it to the capi-
tal-through the mountainous Ghorband valley in
neighbouring Parwan province and Wardak
province in the south-can be deadly.

Travellers who cannot afford the $200 round-trip
air fare say Taliban militants harass them with
impunity. “If you are an Afghan travelling by road,
wear a ragged tunic, abandon all government ID
and say your prayer,” quipped Umaidullah Azad, a
tourist in Band-e Amir, widely known as
“Afghanistan’s Grand Canyon” for its azure lakes and
rolling limestone cliffs. “If the Taliban flag you down,
you have a good chance of surviving if you look like
a country bumpkin. But no chance if you have gov-
ernment or foreign connections,” said Azad, 24, a
telecom official who recently made the perilous
journey from Kabul.—AFP

Afghanistan’s Bamiyan on 
frontline of warzone tourism

NEW DELHI: Activists of the Indian Youth Congress (IYC) stand on the police barricades as they
shout anti-goverment slogans during a protest near the Indian Parliament in New Delhi yesterday.
Protesters demanded official inquiries and resignations of a number of scandal-hit ministers of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). — AFP
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TOKYO: An outside director of
Mitsubishi Materials said yesterday that
the company hopes to apologize to for-
mer British, Dutch and Australian World
War II POWs, and also reach an amicable
agreement with Chinese forced labor-
ers, following a landmark apology to
American POWs earlier this week.

“If there is such an opportunity, we
will  do the same apology,” Yukio
Okamoto told foreign media, saying the
POWs brought to Japan were subjected
to inexcusable labor conditions. “What

other companies wil l  do,  we don’t
know. ... Ours is one of those who tor-
tured POWs most, so we have to apolo-
gize.”

Okamoto, a former diplomat, was
among company officials who delivered
an apology to surviving POWs and fam-
ily members on Sunday in Los Angeles
for about 900 Americans forced to work
in Mitsubishi mines and factories.

Japan invaded China before and dur-
ing the war, and Chinese who were sent
to work in Japan and their descendants

are suing Mitsubishi for compensation
in China. “We are making our best effort
to come to an amicable solution with
the victims,” Okamoto said.

“I personally sympathize a great deal
with Chinese forced laborers,” he added.
“I think we will have to apologize ...
(and) they are demanding reparation,
and that is in a court, so this will be a
solution with money.”

One day earlier, China’s state news
agency Xinhua called the apology to
Americans “selective” and accused

Japan of a “double standard on wartime
atrocities.” Koreans were also forced to
work, but Okamoto said he believes
their legal situation is different. Japan
colonized Korea in 1910, so Koreans
were technically Japanese citizens
ordered to work as were all Japanese
under a 1938 general mobilization law.

A South Korean government com-
mission on victims of forced mobiliza-
tion under colonial rule estimates that
6,489 Koreans worked for Mitsubishi-
owned companies, including 4,105 for

Mitsubishi Mining, the predecessor
company of Mitsubishi Materials Corp.

The legality aside, Okamoto minced
no words about the annexation,
describing it as the “greatest sin” Japan
committed against Korea. “The funda-
mental sin, as I said at the outset, was
the annexation of Korea, obliterating
their national identities,” he said. “We
did not allow Koreans to use their own
name, use their language. We even
forced Shintoism on them to create sec-
ond-class Japanese citizens.” —AP

Mitsubishi may extend WWII apology to others

Thailand backpackers 

murder trial resumes

SOUTH CHINA SEA: This handout picture released by Japan’s Defence Ministry yesterday shows two Chinese-built platforms, the one seen at
left which was observed on June 2014  and the other on March 2015, in the South China Sea. China has put 16 drilling rigs close to its de facto
maritime border with Japan, Japanese government said yesterday in the latest twist in a row over gas fields in waters disputed by the two
countries.   — AFP 

Beijing calls Japan defence 

review malicious, misleading

‘China builds dozen new structures since 2013’
BEIJING: China reserves the right to a “necessary
reaction” after Japan issued a defence review
that called on Beijing to stop building oil and
gas exploration platforms close to disputed
waters in the East China Sea, the Defence
Ministry has said.

In the paper issued, Tokyo expressed concern
that Chinese drills could tap reservoirs that
extend into Japan’s waters.

“This kind of action completely lays bare the
two-faced nature of Japan’s foreign policy and
has a detrimental impact on peace and stability
in the Asia Pacific region,” China’s Defence
Ministry said in a statement issued late on
Tuesday. China would further evaluate Japan’s
defence review, or white paper, when the full
text is issued and would then make a “necessary
reaction depending on the situation”, it said.

In an escalation of the spat, Japan released
aerial photos of China’s construction activities in

the area, accusing Beijing of unilateral develop-
ment and a halfhearted attitude towards a 2008
agreement to jointly develop resources there.

“China’s development activities in the East
China Sea have shown no signs of ceasing. Given
rising concerns within and outside of Japan over
China’s various attempts to change the status
quo, we have decided to release what can be
released in an appropriate manner,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told a regular
news conference.

Speculation
China has built 12 structures since June 2013

when its construction activities picked up pace,
Suga added.

But Suga said the dispute would have no
impact on Sino-Japanese ties, which have
thawed a little since Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
met Chinese President Xi Jinping last November.

Speculation has been growing that the two
leaders might meet again as early as September
after a chat in Jakarta in April.

Beijing described Japan’s annual defence
review as misleading and malicious, saying it
overplayed the “China military threat” and
stoked tensions between the two East Asian
powers. It stuck by its claims over the disputed
island chain. Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said the review ignored that
China’s maritime activities were carried out in
line with international law, according to a state-
ment posted late on Tuesday.

“The Diaoyu islands have belonged to China
since ancient times ... China will continue to take
necessary measures to safeguard its territorial
sovereignty and Japan should not hold any
unrealistic illusions,” he said, referring to the dis-
puted chain of islets, also known in Japanese as
the Senkaku. — Reuters

China urges Philippines to 

return to bilateral talks

MANILA: China called on the
Philippines yesterday to withdraw a
case it has filed at a UN  arbitration tri-
bunal over rival claims in the South
China Sea and return to bilateral negoti-
ations.

China has for years insisted that dis-
putes with rival claimants to the South
China Sea be handled bilaterally.

But this month, its claims came under
international legal scrutiny for the first
time when the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague began hearing
a suit the Philippines filed in 2013.

China has refused to take part in the
case. “I certainly hope so, the Philippine
side will sit together with us for a peace-
ful negotiation,” China’s ambassador to
the Philippines, Zhao Jianhua, told
reporters when asked if the Philippines
should withdraw its the case in The
Hague.

“ The negotiation might require
patience, might take time but that’s the
only way out . . .  peaceful  solution
through bilateral talks.”

This month, a Philippine legal team,
including two American lawyers, argued
before tribunal that it was the correct
venue for resolving disputes covered by
the U.N. Convention on the Law of the
Sea, which both states have signed.

The Philippines is seeking to enforce
its right to exploit waters in a 200-nauti-
cal mile “exclusive economic zone” off its
coast, as defined under the convention.

China issued a position paper in
December arguing the dispute was not
covered by the treaty because it was
ultimately a matter of sovereignty, not
exploitation rights. China claims almost

the entire South China Sea, believed to
be rich in energy deposits, where about
$5 trillion in ship-borne goods pass
ever y year.  Brunei,  Malaysia,  the
Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan also
have conflicting claims.

China has become increasingly
assertive in the South China Sea with
rapid reclamation around reefs in the
Spratly archipelago in particular spark-
ing concern, both in the region and in
the United States.

Separately, China’s state media said
China hoped to develop renewable
energy projects in the sea as part of a
series of schemes to also benefit other
countries.

China says it needs to carry out its
reclamation and building not only for
defensive purposes, but also for things
like improving navigation as part of
international obligations.

The official People’s Daily, citing the
National Oceanic Administration, said
China needed to “further provide high
quality public maritime services for
countries bordering the South China
Sea and the region”.

Efforts to protect the environment
there could be helped by China working
with other nations to develop renew-
able energy, it added.

The newspaper said China would
step up protection of the environment,
including a gene bank for maritime
species.

The Philippines said in April China’s
construction had destroyed about 300
acres (1.2 sq km) of coral  reef and
caused estimated annual losses of $100
million to coastal nations. — Reuters

KOH SAMUI: Phyu Shwe Nu (R), the mother of defendant Zaw Lin, and Myint Thein
(L), the mother of defendant Win Zaw Tun, arrive to attend the ongoing trial of their
sons accused of killing a pair of British backpackers in 2014, at the Koh Samui court
on the Thai resort island yesterday.— AFP

KOH SAMUI: The final hours of two
British backpackers killed on a Thai
resort island last year were tracked by
more than a dozen security cameras, a
court was told during the resumption of
the trial of two Myanmar men accused
of their murder.

British tourists Hannah Witheridge,
23, and David Miller, 24, were killed last
September and their bodies were found
on a beach on Koh Tao, a Thai island in
the Andaman Sea popular with back-
packers and divers.

The killings drew outrage in Britain
and raised questions about the compe-
tence of Thai police and the treatment of
migrant labourers in Thailand.

Following weeks of pressure on
authorities to solve the crime, Thai
police said in October that Myanmar
workers Zaw Lin and Win Zaw Htun,
both 22, had confessed to the killings.
Both later retracted their statements,
saying they had been tortured into con-
fessing.

Their trial resumed yesterday and
police told the court that closed circuit
television footage showed the last
movements of Witheridge and Miller as
they went to two bars on the small
island hours before they died.

Police Colonel Cherdpong
Chiewpreecha, superintendent of
Investigation Police Division 8, told the
court 17 cameras dotted along a road on
the island helped investigators trace the
British pair’s movements.

Miller and Witheridge were at the
same bar but were later seen leaving
separately with their friends. Nobody
unfamiliar to the pair was seen following
them, Cherdpong said.  Defence lawyers
earlier said they would focus on the reli-
ability of crucial DNA evidence after alle-
gations of police incompetence and evi-
dence mishandling by defence lawyers.
Rights groups have also claimed the
accused are being used as scapegoats
because of their status as foreign
migrant workers in Thailand.

At the heart of the trial is a debate
over DNA samples that police say link
the two suspects to Witheridge’s body.
Police have issued conflicting state-
ments about the DNA, including that
some was lost or “used up”. They later
took back that statement, saying DNA
samples had not been lost.

The court on Samui island ordered
this month that remaining forensic evi-
dence in the case be sent for reexamina-
tion at the Thai justice ministry’s central
forensic institute.  “We still have not seen
any progress on the request to see the
DNA gathered by police,” defence lawyer
Nakhon Chompuchat told Reuters
before the trial resumed.

The mothers of the two accused have
travelled from Myanmar for the trial.
Outside the court, an emotional May
Thein, the mother of Win Zaw Htun, said
her son had never been in trouble and
had gone to Thailand to earn money to
support their family. — Reuters

TAIPEI:  Around 200 students
protested outside Taiwan’s educa-
tion ministry yesterday against
what they say are “China-centric”
changes to the school curriculum.

Increasing fears in Taiwan over
Beijing’s influence sparked a three-
week occupation of parliament last
year by student-led protesters
opposing a trade pact with China.

Several of the groups that took
part in the occupation joined pro-
testers at the ministry in the capital
Taipei, piling up school textbooks
at the main gate and shouting
protests against “brainwashing
education”.  The students say
changes to the high school curricu-
lum, due to be introduced in
September, undermine the island’s
sovereignty and have been intro-
duced without proper consultation.

“We strongly oppose using the
new curriculum which is aimed to
indoctrinate students with the
thinking of ‘greater China’. This is
totally unacceptable,” student
leader Chu Chen, 18, told AFP.

Taiwan split from China in 1949
after a civil war and is self-ruling,
but Beijing still sees the island as
part of its territory awaiting reunifi-
cation-by force if necessary. 

Relations have improved under
current president Ma Ying-jeou of
the Beijing-friendly Kuomintang
party, leading to a number of trade
deals but triggering growing public
unease.

Curriculum changes disputed by
protesters include a reference to
Taiwan being “recovered by China”
instead of “given to China” after the
end of Japanese occupation in
1945.

The 50-year period of Japanese
rule is also referred to as an era
when “Japan occupied” the island,
replacing the previous phrase
“Japan governed”.  “I t ’s biased
towards the China ideology,” said
protester Gina Wang, 17.

“We want our curriculum to be
neutral, diversified and objective.”

University student Wu Chang-an,
21, added: “For me, Taiwan is
Taiwan. It feels like they are trying
to sneak pro-unification ideology
into our education.”

The scholars who devised the
changes said they were seeking to
fix what they saw as distortions
under the rule of the Democratic
Progressive Party, which had a pro-
independence platform. 

There have been small-scale stu-
dent protests for weeks over the
adjustments.  The demonstrations

have echoes of a mass campaign in
semi-autonomous Hong Kong in
2012, which saw tens of thousands
take to the streets against a bill to
introduce mandatory Chinese patri-
otism classes into schools.
Taiwanese protesters also said they
would arrange candles in the shape
of an umbrella-symbol of the Hong
Kong pro-democracy movement-
outside the ministry yesterday
evening, adding it would reflect
being “kept in the dark”.  The educa-
tion ministry told AFP it would give

schools the option of following
either the old or the new curricu-
lum.

“ The curriculum has been
adjusted since the late 1990s with
different governments in power,”
spokesman Wu Ching-shan told
AFP.

He said there had been public
consultation over the changes and
they were part of a wider update to
the school curriculum to reflect
“social changes” and at the request
of some teachers. —AFP

Students protest in Taiwan 

over ‘China-centric’ education

TAIPEI: Taiwanese high school students display placards against the revision of history text books during a
demonstration in front of the education ministry in Taipei yesterday. Around 200 students held a protest
outside the education ministry in the capital Taipei against what they call a “China-centric” version of his-
tory taught in the island’s schools.  — AFP  
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an emergency decree is not in line with the constitution
and the government should have either brought the bill
before the national assembly before it began the holidays or
it can still call the assembly to hold an emergency session to
debate it. Sayegh also criticized the proposed amendments
which can extend detention to up to one year pending
investigation, saying this violates human rights.

Liberal MP Rakan Al-Nasef also said the proposed decree
is not urgent and should not be passed through this way
when the Assembly is in recess. He said the proposed exten-
sion of the detention to up to one year is in itself a punish-

ment without trial and is totally rejected.
Meanwhile, MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi again criticized Oil

Minister Ali Al-Omair about replies he received to questions
he had sent to the minister regarding statements made by
Omair. The lawmaker said that Omair’s responses were
incomplete and he should have clearly mentioned the
names of contractors he had alleged were illegally getting
oil contracts.

Later, Omair answered back saying that his answers were
complete and stated that those names were mentioned in
the Audit Bureau report. He also told the lawmaker to use
his constitutional tools and stop making unfounded accusa-
tions against him.

Government bid to extend detention...

‘World’s oldest’ Quran parchments found
Continued from Page 1

Fedeli said the leaves are from the same codex as a man-
uscript kept in the Bibliotheque Nationale de France in
Paris, although that is currently dated a little later, to within
50 years of the death of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

“(These fragments) give us glimpses into potentially
how...the Quran might have been used in this early period
and how it might have been recorded,” said Sajjad Rizvi,
Director of the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the
University of Exeter. Thomas said the tests carried out on
the parchment of the folios strongly suggested the animal
from which it was taken was alive during the lifetime of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) or shortly afterwards. “The
person who actually wrote it may well have known Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). He would have seen him probably, he
would maybe have heard him preach. He may have known
him personally,” Thomas told BBC TV.

The manuscript was part of the university’s collection of
3,000 Middle Eastern documents which was acquired in the
1920s by Alphonse Mingana, a Chaldean priest born near
Mosul in Iraq. His trips to acquire the manuscripts were
funded by philanthropist Edward Cadbury, whose family
made their fortune in chocolate, to raise the status of
Birmingham as an intellectual centre for religious studies.
“The parts of the Quran that are contained in those frag-
ments are very similar indeed to the Quran as we have it
today,” Thomas said. “So this tends to support the view that
the Quran that we now have is more or less very close
indeed to the Quran as it was brought together in the early
years of Islam.”

Muslim scholars said the discovery, along with similar
recent finds and studies in Europe, would help academics
piece together the development of the manuscript into its
modern form. “The discovery of the written Quran dating
back to the time of Muhammad (PBUH) may serve as an

opportunity to make us reconsider the scholarly paradigm
that Islamic culture is more oral-aural rather than visual,”
said Hatsuki Aishima, a lecturer in Modern Islam at the
University of Manchester.

The University of Birmingham said it would put the man-
uscript on public display in October, and Muhammad Afzal,
chairman of Birmingham Central Mosque, said he expected
it to attract people from all over Britain. “When I saw these
pages I was very moved. There were tears of joy and emo-
tion in my eyes,” he told the BBC. Birmingham is also a cen-
ter of Islam in Britain, with about 20 percent of the city
describing themselves as adherents of the faith. The
planned display for the manuscript in October could prove
a boon to the local economy, with adherents already
expressing an interest in traveling to the city to see a piece
of history. Whilst some manuscripts are major attractions
elsewhere in the world, their appeal to visitors is determined
more by the status of the person who is understood to have
recorded them. “The problem with this particular fragment
is that we don’t actually know where it comes from,” Rizvi
said. However, he said that the fragments would be studied
worldwide if, in line with the recent trend for such finds, dig-
ital images were published on the Internet, and that there
was potential for other significant discoveries in Britain. “The
catalogues of which were in collections in Britain are not
complete in most cases. It’s quite possible we might find
some further things - even in the British Library itself.” 

“This is indeed an exciting discovery,” said Muhammad
Isa Waley, lead curator for Persian and Turkish manuscripts
at the British Library in London. “We know now that these
two folios, in a beautiful and surprisingly legible Hijazi
hand, almost certainly date from the time of the first three
Caliphs. “According to the classic accounts, it was under
the third Caliph, Uthman ibn Affan, that the Quranic text
was compiled and edited in the order of surahs familiar
today.” — Agencies 

Continued from Page 1

said he believed Carter was trying to “reassure the
Gulf countries, and the kingdom especially”.  The agree-
ment, which ended a 13-year standoff, requires Iran to
curb its nuclear capabilities including the number of ura-
nium centrifuges. International monitors will supervise
the process, which in exchange will ease an embargo
that has crippled Iran’s economy. Saudi Arabia and Israel
are “on the same page” with their concerns about the
agreement, a Western diplomatic source said. The deal
would see Iran’s oil exports gradually resume and bil-
lions of dollars in frozen assets unblocked.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who
Carter met on Tuesday, has voiced fears the nuclear deal
will help fund Iranian “aggression”. The Saudis also “think
it’s a mistake,” although “they don’t say it as loud and as
publicly as the Israelis,” said the source. There are worries
the Iran deal could spark a nuclear race in the Middle
East. In June, France and Saudi Arabia announced a fea-
sibility study for building two nuclear reactors in the
kingdom. Saudi Arabia has also reached accords this
year with Russia and South Korea on the peaceful use of
nuclear energy.

Along with its own nuclear projects, Riyadh is build-
ing alliances beyond its ties with Washington in order to
counter Tehran, under a more assertive foreign policy
adopted since King Salman acceded to the throne in
January. Two months later, the kingdom organized an
Arab coalition to conduct air strikes against Iran-backed

Huthi rebels seizing territory in neighboring Yemen. US
aerial refuelling, intelligence and other assistance has
supported that Saudi-led alliance.

“There was a difficult situation in Yemen,” Salman told
Carter during their meeting, apologizing that he could
not attend a May summit with President Barack Obama
in Washington. Carter told reporters that Salman will
now visit the US to meet Obama later this year. Anti-
rebel forces are tightening their control on Yemen’s
southern city of Aden after months of trying to dislodge
the Huthis, in a war which the United Nations said has
left the country a step away from famine. “We talked
about the need that both the Saudis and we share for a
political settlement in Yemen. That is the way to peace,
to restore the humanitarian situation there,” Carter said.

Since late last year, Saudi Arabia has also been part of
a US-led coalition bombing the Islamic State group
which has occupied large parts of Iraq and Syria. The
jihadist group has committed widespread atrocities
there and inspired attacks around the world, including in
Saudi Arabia. 

Carter said military cooperation including the training
of Saudi special forces, cyber security and missile
defence systems also came up for discussion in the king-
dom. He returned yesterday afternoon to Jordan, anoth-
er member of the anti-IS coalition, for discussions with
the Jordanian military. On Tuesday, Carter told coalition
military personnel at a Jordanian air base that the US
and Israel had a “common commitment to countering
Iranian malign influence in the region”. —AFP 

Saudis seek US reassurance on Iran deal
Continued from Page 1

The IMF has forecast that the UAE will post a budget deficit
this year - its first since 2009 - of 2.3 percent of gross domestic
product or around $9.0 billion. In January, Kuwait began sell-
ing diesel, kerosene and aviation fuel at market price but left
heavy subsidies in place on petrol and electricity. Bahrain and
Oman, which are already posting budget shortfalls, have also

said they plan to cut subsidies, especially on fuel.
Energy expert Robin Mills, a non-resident fellow at

Brookings Doha Center, said the timing is right to cut subsi-
dies. It will help alleviate pressure on a federal budget con-
strained by lower oil prices but thanks to lower costs should
have only a “modest impact” for drivers for now. “They can get
the reform without making much of a difference on prices,” he
said. — Agencies 

UAE to scrap fuel subsidies 

A protester wearing a Guy Fawkes mask stands amongst a group of protesters from tobacconist groups throwing papers in the air in opposition to neutral cigarette packaging yesterday in Paris.
Government officials claim the packaging will help to reduce the attractiveness of the product, while the tobacco industry claims plain packing will permit easier means of producing counterfeit
cigarettes. — AFP 



By Monika Scislowska

Some Poles liken the skyscraper to an
elephant in lace underpants. A
famous poet dubbed it “the night-

mare of a drunken baker.” And one joke
goes that it provides the best view of
Warsaw because you can’t see the building
from inside. Warsaw’s Palace of Culture and
Science has been derided as an oppressive
eyesore ever since Soviet dictator Josef
Stalin built it as his personal gift to the city.
Now -having survived persistent calls to
tear it down - the building marks its 60th
birthday on Wednesday as an enduring
symbol of a city that has known waves of
destruction.

Concerts, exhibitions and fireworks are
to mark the anniversary of a building
Warsaw residents have finally come to
appreciate. Rising 42 floors, it remains
Poland’s tallest building and it boasts over
350,000 visitors each year. A growing num-
ber of them are foreign tourists curious to
explore the many corners of the massive
Soviet-style edifice. “I like it, it’s nice,” said
Joanna Golabek. “I don’t mind its history so
much. I have good associations with the
concerts and the events that I attended
there.”

In the early 1950s, when Warsaw was still
largely a sea of ruins after World War II,
some 5,000 Soviet and Polish workers built
the skyscraper in less than three years, com-
plete with marble interiors and impressive
crystal chandeliers. Some 18 were killed in

on-site accidents. Stalin offered to build the
edifice in 1951, while the Soviet Union was
strengthening its grip on Poland and other
countries in the region. The money and
most materials came from the Soviet Union;
Polish and Soviet officials opened the build-
ing, then-named after Stalin, with great
pomp on July 22, 1955.

“It was an unwanted gift mainly
because, as we say, it was a gift from Stalin
and for obvious reason it was not wel-
come,” said Renata Kaznowska, head of the
city-run building’s management board. “Its

difficult childhood also comes from the
fact that a whole section of old houses had
to be pulled down to make room for it.” A
team of Soviet architects, led by Lev
Rudnev, styled it after similar buildings in
Moscow, but added traditional Polish fea-
tures like wooden box ceilings, pillars and
carved stone ornaments. Polish poet
Wladyslaw Broniewski famously called
building - stacked like a wedding cake -
“the nightmare of a drunken baker.”

Even as an eyesore, the structure was -
and remains - very functional. It houses

theaters, cinemas, museums, a swimming
pool, a concert and congress hall and
many scientific organizations. It also
“employs” 11 cats that fight rodents in the
basement. “For those times it really was a
great support for culture,” said Wit Henryk
Bak, 76, who worked in the building in
1958 as an elevator technician. He recalled
how Warsaw’s downtown in the 1950s was
still a wasteland of “only debris and debris
all around.”

The palace also boasts a popular view-
ing platform on the 30th floor. Tragically,
eight people, including a Frenchman,
chose the viewing area to plunge to their
deaths, until protective grates were
installed in the 1970s. After Poland shed
communism in 1989, calls were made for
the palace to be torn down in a symbolic
gesture of doing away with the Soviet past.
But the city ended up preserving it due to
its Socialist realist architecture - which in
recent years has begun to gain some
appreciation- and because it is part of the
city and the country’s history. “It’s good
that it’s still standing here,” Bak said. “But it
would be good to clean it a bit.”

Foreign tourists also appreciate it. “I
think it is an extraordinary piece of archi-
tecture,” said Paul Kulig, a high school stu-
dent visiting from Edmonton, Canada. “Just
seeing those ballrooms and the history
behind them, how the communists would
meet there, discuss politics and, obviously,
drink together because that’s just what
they did - it was extremely neat.” —AP
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Scrabble lovers tend to alight on similar words
when describing Nigel Richards, the New
Zealander who this week won the word game’s

francophone world championship even though he can-
not speak any French. “Freak” comes up a lot, along with
“elusive”, “enigmatic” and, the highest-scoring of all,
“amazing”. He is also, ironically, described as “a man of
few words”. The 48-year-old claimed the title in Brussels
after memorising virtually the entire francophone
Scrabble dictionary-then needed a translator to thank
the audience.

A rival New Zealand Scrabbler once said Richards was
“like a computer with a big ginger beard”, while

Malaysian tournament organiser Michael Tang has called
him “the Tiger Woods of Scrabble”. He already dominates
English-language Scrabble, with three world champi-
onships, five North American titles and 11 wins at the
prestigious King’s Cup in Thailand, sponsored by the Thai
royal family. “Nigel’s a word freak,” said John Baird, secre-
tary of New Zealand’s Christchurch Scrabble Club, where
Richards began playing competitively 20 years ago. “He
is already recognised as the best Scrabble player in the
world and this (francophone win) certainly cements that
position.”

Photographic Memory
A trained engineer, Richards reportedly began playing

Scrabble at 28 at the request of his mother, who was frus-
trated that his photographic memory was making their
card games too one-sided. But he proved dazzling at the
word game, even though he favoured mathematics at
school and was never much of an English student. “My
understanding is that Nigel can look at a page and retain
the whole thing, it sticks like a photograph,” Baird told
AFP. “On top of that, he’s obviously got a very good ability
to mix up the letters and see the word possibilities.”

Rather than likening Richards to Tiger Woods or Roger
Federer, Baird feels the great chess masters are a more
valid comparison. Like many of them, he appears awk-
ward in the spotlight, refusing interview requests and
sharing little of his personal life. He moved to Malaysia in
2000, with New Zealand media reports saying he was
offered an IT-related job by a Scrabble aficionado. He is
believed to be single and live a simple life as he travels
the world competing in Scrabble competitions, keeping
largely to himself, with bicycling his only known hobby.

His bushy beard is more grey than ginger now but the
bespectacled eccentric remains number one on the
World English-Language Scrabble Players Association rat-
ings after amassing 1927 victories from 2549 games, a
winning percentage of 75.59. “He’s a very elusive charac-
ter,” Baird said. “I think the American press get very frus-
trated with him when he wins over there because he’s a
man of few words. “He only comes out with one or two
word answers, which is completely ironic.”  —AFP

Profile

Shy Kiwi who
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Scrabble lovers

Unwanted gift from Stalin to Warsaw turns 60

By Aderogba Obisesan

Its name is synonymous with the dec-
laration of independence and updates
on the brutal conflict that followed,

but nearly 50 years after Nigeria’s civil
war, Radio Biafra is again making head-
lines. The modern-day version - broad-
casting online apparently from London
and, many suspect, retransmitted inside
Nigeria - was taken off air last week after
regulators called it illegal. President
Muhammadu Buhari was also forced to
issue a statement, denying the station’s
claims he had criticised Igbos, one of the
country’s three largest ethnic groups, in
a recent BBC interview.

“The illegal broadcasts from the sedi-
tious pirate radio station...  shattered the
peace... with unsavoury hate messages,”
the National Broadcasting Commission
said last Friday.  The messages were
“designed to create disunity among
Nigerians and mislead young people in a
deliberate act of subversion. Nigerians
do not need another round of heartache
and bloodshed”, it added.

The existence of the station, which
was easily picked up in Nigeria’s south-
east, is a reminder of the country’s bub-
bling ethnic tensions and the still-raw
wounds of history. Listeners said its anti-
government propaganda showed the
dream of a separate Biafran republic is
still alive, 45 years after the end of the
bloody civil war. “Although the radio did
not have good programs lined up, its lis-
tenership was growing by the day and
the government felt threatened by its
popularity, especially among the youths,”
said Chijioke Amadi, 32, in the southeast-
ern city of Enugu.

‘A State of Our Own’ 
With Nigeria’s young demographic,

most listeners to Radio Biafra will not

even have been born when Igbo General
Emeka Odumegwu Ojukwu declared an
independent Republic of Biafra in 1967.
But memories linger of the anti-Igbo
pogrom in the mainly Muslim north that
preceded secession and the war that fol-
lowed. When the fighting ended in 1970
with more than one million Igbos dead

of disease and hunger, Nigeria’s military
ruler General Yakubu Gowon declared
there was “no victor or vanquished”.

But the Igbos claim they have been
unfairly treated - even punished - ever
since. “Our grandfathers and fathers
adopted the ideology of Biafra,” said
Uchenna Madu,  spokesman for  the
Movement for the Actualisation of the
Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB). “We

believe in their vision and we have con-
tinued to build on the foundation laid
by our parents. We are being denied our
fundamental rights of being Biafrans,” he
told AFP. “We love Nigeria, we want to
contribute to its development but the
Nigerian state is paying us back with
hatred. We want a state of our own.”

One Igbo former military officer, who
participated in the so-called “Igbo coup”
in Jan 1966 and later fought for Biafra,
said the sense of injustice had been
passed down generations. “The children
who were born after the war ask their
parents why the five states in the region
are underdeveloped,” the 72-year-old
said, declining to give his name. “Their
parents tell them of the pogrom and

devastation that took place during the
war and these children, now adults, feel
bitter and demand to go their separate
ways.”

‘We Shall Prevail’ 
Most “Biafra” agitators assert their

region is overlooked in the provision of
infrastructure such as roads, water, elec-
tricity, medical care, education, as well
as senior political posts. There was criti-
cism recently from the southeast of
Buhari’s appointments to senior military
roles. Emeka Umeagbalasi, head of the
International Society for Civil Liberties
and the Rule of the Law, said Igbos had
been “totally excluded with impunity”.

The appointments were “undemocrat-
ic and unconstitutional,” he added, refer-
ring to a contentious constitutional pro-
vision for posts to be shared among
Nigeria’s regions. For Eze Onyekpere,
director of the Centre for Social Justice
pressure group, the situation demon-
strated how Nigeria has failed to come
to terms with its past and diversity.
“They have been swept under the car-
pet. These are national questions which
Radio Biafra has sought to highlight,” he
added.

In such a powder keg of competing
ethnic and religious identities, dissent -
whether on radio or via Biafra Television
- can thrive. Eleven men from a MASSOB
splinter group are currently on trial
charged with conspiracy to declare a
breakaway republic when they stormed
a state-run radio station in Enugu in
June last year. For Uchenna, the inci-
dents show “the spirit of Biafra is alive
and it cannot die”. “We shall prevail,” he
said. “We are no longer interested in
Nigeria. No tribe in Nigeria has the inter-
est of the Igbos at heart, hence our sus-
tained campaign for our own separate
republic.”  —AFP

Biafra still casts long shadow over Nigeria

Nigel Richards

Undated file picture shows Colonel Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu, the
leader of the breakaway Republic of Biafra, holding a press conference dur-
ing the Biafra war. —AFP

In this photo taken July 20, 2015, cars are parked in front of the Palace of
Culture and Science in Warsaw. —AP



DENVER: Shin-Soo Choo hit for the cycle, Matt Harrison
earned his first win in 14 months and the Texas Rangers
routed the Colorado Rockies 9-0 on Tuesday night.

Delino DeShields had a career-high four hits and Prince
Fielder homered for the Rangers, who won for only the third
time in 13 games. Choo, who had three RBIs, doubled in the
second inning, homered in the fourth and singled in the
fifth. He completed the cycle with a triple to center leading
off the ninth.It was the eighth cycle in franchise history and
first since Alex Rios did it on Sept. 23, 2013, against Houston.
Harrison (1-1) allowed seven hits in six innings. Rockies
starter Kyle Kendrick (3-11) was charged with 10 hits and six
runs in 4 1/3 innings.

CUBS 5, REDS 4
Kyle Schwarber hit a tying two-run homer in the ninth

inning, then completed yet another big night at Great
American Ball Park with a solo shot in the 13th, rallying the
Cubs to the road win.

Schwarber’s homer off Nate Adcock (1-2) gave the rookie
his first two homer game, right in the ballpark where he
grew up rooting for the Reds. He finally got to play at Great
American in the All-Star Futures game nine days ago and
won the MVP award with a two-run triple.

Jason Motte (7-1) allowed three hits in two innings. Justin
Grimm pitched the 13th for his second save in three
chances. Cincinnati’s Todd Frazier had another big game,
driving in three runs with a sacrifice fly and a tiebreaking
two-run single in the seventh inning.

YANKEES 3, ORIOLES 2
Little-used Brendan Ryan hit a tiebreaking RBI double in

the sixth inning, helping the Yankees get the win. Alex
Rodriguez hit a sacrifice fly off Wei-Yin Chen (4-6), and Chase
Headley added an RBI double as New York moved 10 games
over .500 (51-41) for the first time since Sept. 13, 2013.

Center fielder Jacoby Ellsbury made an over-the-shoul-
der catch with a runner on second in the seventh to pre-
serve the win for Justin Wilson (3-0). Andrew Miller got three
outs for his 21st save in 21 chances. New York opened a five-
game lead in the division over Baltimore, which fell to .500
at 46-46. Adam Jones had two hits for the Orioles, and Chen
allowed 10 hits in 6 1/3 innings on his 30th birthday.

ROYALS 3, PIRATES 1
Jarrod Dyson hit a two-run single in the eighth inning

to lead Kansas City to the victory. Dyson scored later in the
inning on Alcides Escobar’s single, and the Royals won for
the 11th time in 14 games. Wade Davis (6-1) got the win.
Greg Holland survived a shaky ninth, allowing a run on
four hits and a walk, but struck out Gregory Polanco with
the bases loaded for his 21st save in 24 opportunities.
Pirates starter Gerrit Cole (13-4), who leads the majors in
victories, was charged with three runs and five hits in 7 1/3
innings.

ASTROS 8, RED SOX 3
Chris Carter hit a two-run homer, rookie Carlos Correa

drove in two runs and Houston handed Boston its sixth
straight loss. Rookie Vince Velasquez (1-1) pitched six
innings of three-run ball for his first career win in his seventh
major league start. He was recalled from Double-A Corpus
Christi on Tuesday. The Astros rallied with four runs in the
fifth, and Carter’s 16th homer made it 7-3 in the sixth. Carter
returned to the lineup after missing two games with a
sprained right ankle. Boston starter Brian Johnson (0-1)
allowed three hits and four runs with four walks in 4 1/3
innings in his major league debut. He was 8-6 with a 2.73
ERA in 16 starts at Triple-A Pawtucket.

MARINERS 11, TIGERS 9
Franklin Gutierrez’s pinch-hit grand slam in the eighth

inning, sending Seattle to the win. The Tigers had come back
from a 5-1 deficit and led 8-6 when Neftali Feliz (1-3) allowed
five runs in the eighth. Feliz, who was picked up by Detroit
on July 11 after refusing a minor league assignment from
Texas, allowed a run on a wild pitch before giving up
Gutierrez’s opposite-field drive. There was no activity in the
Detroit bullpen as Seattle rallied. Joe Beimel (1-1) earned the
win, and Carson Smith got four outs for his eighth
save.Seattle’s Nelson Cruz and Detroit’s J.D. Martinez each hit
long home runs to center field in the third. Yoenis Cespedes
and Nick Castellanos also connected for the Tigers.

CARDINALS 8, WHITE SOX 5
Matt Holliday hit his sixth career grand slam, powering

Michael Wacha and the Cardinals to the road win. Holliday
homered for the first time since May 12. He returned last
Friday after missing 31 games because of a strained right
quadriceps. Mark Reynolds added a solo shot in the fifth for

St. Louis. Wacha (11-3) gave up five runs in five innings.
Trevor Rosenthal pitched the ninth for his 28th save in 30
chances. White Sox rookie Tyler Saladino homered for the
second straight game.  Geovany Soto also connected for
Chicago, and Carlos Rodon (3-3) was tagged for seven runs in
four innings.

BRAVES 4, DODGERS 3
Chris Johnson drove in two runs for Atlanta, and Alex

Wood overcame control problems on a hot night. The Braves,
who had lost seven of nine overall, improved to 18-6 at home
in games decided by two runs or fewer.

It was a tough evening for the NL West-leading Dodgers,
who have lost consecutive games for the first time since June
22-23 at the Chicago Cubs. Los Angeles starter Brett
Anderson left the game in the third after irritating his left
Achilles tendon. Wood (7-6) threw just 59 of his 107 pitches
for strikes, but was charged with three runs and six hits in 6

2/3 innings. Jim Johnson pitched the ninth for his eighth
save in 11 chances. Justin Turner and Yasiel Puig homered for
Los Angeles. Chin-hui Tsao (1-1) got the loss.

METS 7, NATIONALS 2
Pinch-hitter Eric Campbell put New York ahead with his

two-run single in the seventh inning, leading the Mets to the
victory. Fresh off his dominant display in the All-Star Game a
week ago, Jacob deGrom (10-6) allowed two runs and three
hits in six innings. He struck out eight in his first win over the
division-rival Nationals in four tries. Campbell was batting for
deGrom when he knocked in Wilmer Flores and Kirk
Nieuwenhuis to give New York a 3-2 lead. Wilson Ramos hit a
two-run homer for Washington, which leads the NL East by
two games over the Mets. Joe Ross (2-2) gave up three runs -
two earned - and four hits in 6 1/3 innings.

RAYS 1, PHILLIES 0
Nathan Karns homered and pitched five innings for

Tampa Bay, ruining the major league debut of Philadelphia’s

Aaron Nola. Karns (5-5) allowed three hits and walked two,
helping the Rays win for just the third time in their last 13
road games. The right-hander also bounced back from his
last outing on July 9 when he allowed career highs of seven
runs and nine hits in an 8-3 loss at Kansas City.

Nola (0-1) gave up five hits in six innings, but the Phillies
managed just four hits. The 22-year-old Nola was the seventh
overall selection by the Phillies in the 2014 draft, making him
the first Philadelphia player since Pat Combs in 1989 to
appear in the big leagues a year after being drafted. The
Phillies had won four in a row. Brad Boxberger pitched the
ninth for his 24th save.

BREWERS 8, INDIANS 1
Matt Garza pitched six shutout innings for Milwaukee in

his return from the disabled list, and Jean Segura hit a two-
run homer for his first extra-base hit in more than six weeks.

Garza (5-10) scattered six hits, walked two and struck out

four. Milwaukee has won four consecutive games and 17 of
23 but remains in last place in the NL Central. Cleveland has
lost four of six. Indians right-hander Danny Salazar (8-5)
struck out eight in six innings. He allowed three runs, two hits
and walked three.

MARLINS 3, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Mat Latos allowed four hits through seven innings in his

third straight strong start and Miami snapped a four-game
losing streak. Michael Morse homered off Jeremy Hellickson
(6-6) in the Diamondbacks’ seventh loss in their last eight
games. Adeiny Hechavarria and Christian Yelich each had an
RBI single. Latos (4-6) struck out seven, matching his season
high for the second straight game, and walked one. The 6-
foot-6 right-hander has allowed a combined three runs over
his last three starts - a span of 20 innings. In his previous out-
ing, he gave up one run and one hit in seven innings but
took the loss against the Cubs in Chicago.

A.J. Pollock singled twice for the Diamondbacks. The oth-
er hits off Latos were a single by Paul Goldschmidt and an
infield single by Yasmany Tomas.

BLUE JAYS 7, ATHLETICS 1
Russell Martin, Jose Bautista and Edwin Encarnacion

homered to power Toronto. Martin hit a three-run shot to
chase former Blue Jays right-hander Kendall Graveman (6-6)
in the sixth. Bautista and Encarnacion each connected for a
solo shot. Mark Buehrle (11-5) allowed one run and eight hits
in seven innings.  The left-hander struck out three and
walked none as the Blue Jays improved to 3-1 since the All-
Star break. Graveman came to the A’s in the offseason trade
that brought All-Star third baseman Josh Donaldson to
Toronto. Donaldson doubled twice and drove in a run in his
first game back in Oakland.

GIANTS 9, PADRES 3
Rookie Chris Heston took a no-hitter into the sixth inning

and Hector Sanchez hit an impressive grand slam for one of
three San Francisco home runs. Heston, who no-hit the New
York Mets on June 9, allowed one hit and faced just two over
the minimum in 7 1/3 innings. He received a standing ova-
tion from the many Giants fans in the stands above the third-
base dugout when he was pulled by manager Bruce Bochy
after issuing a one-out walk in the seventh. He struck out six
and walked two. Heston and two relievers combined on a
four-hitter. The Padres scored three unearned runs in the
ninth. Heston (10-5) didn’t allow a hit until Melvin Upton Jr.’s
broken-bat, bloop single over the outstretched glove of sec-
ond baseman Joe Panik leading off the sixth. San Diego’s
Odrisamer Despaigne (3-7) allowed six runs and seven hits in
five-plus innings, struck out one and walked two.

ANGELS 7, TWINS 0
Matt Shoemaker pitched six innings of two-hit ball for his

first home win of the season in nine tries, batterymate Chris
Iannetta had a homer and four RBIs, and Los Angeles got its
season-high sixth straight victory. The AL West-leading
Angels overcame three baserunning blunders while main-
taining their two-game lead over Houston, a team they
trailed by seven games on May 4. The win was the Angels’
12th in 14 games. Star center fielder Mike Trout, the only
player to appear in each of the Angels’ first 92 games, was
scratched because of a sore left heel that bothered him from
the moment he woke up and started walking on it.

Shoemaker (5-7) yielded a leadoff single in the fifth to
Eduardo Nunez and a two-out single by Joe Mauer in the
sixth before coming out after 88 pitches with a 7-0
lead.Minnesota’s Kyle Gibson (8-7) was charged with six runs
and 10 hits in  five-plus innings. — AP
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Bae for military service

SEOUL: South Korean golfer Bae Sang-Moon, who has won twice on the PGA Tour, is to
return home to complete his military service after losing a legal battle to defer his con-
scription yesterday.

The 29-year-old, who was granted US residency in 2013, was charged in February
with violating South Korea’s military service regulations after failing to secure an exten-

sion to his overseas travel permit. Bae was allowed to stay in the
United States while his lawsuit against that decision was
pending but a court in his home city of Daegu on Wednesday
backed the Military Manpower Administration (MMA),
Yonhap news agency reported.

Bae, who was contesting the MMA’s assertion that he had
not spent enough time out of South Korea in 2014 to qualify

as an overseas resident, said he would join the army soon. “I
completely respect the court’s decision, and I humbly accept

the judgment by the law,” he told Yonhap.
“I am sorry to those who have supported me, includ-

ing all my fans and South Koreans, for causing anxi-
ety.” With the country still technically at war with
the North after the 1950-53 Korean War, all South
Korean men between 18 and 35 must complete
two years of military service.—Reuters

Coach invited to reapply
SYDNEY: Queensland Reds coach Richard Graham has been invited to reapply for his own
job as part of a restructuring of the team’s management in the wake of a second successive
season among the Super Rugby cellar dwellers. Graham has managed to retain his job
despite the Reds, Super Rugby champions as recently as 2011 and one of the best supported
teams in the competition, finishing 13th out of 15 teams in both of his two full seasons in
charge. The 42-year-old former Queensland fullback could also, however, end
up in an assistant coaching role after a committee considers all applica-
tions. “(We) will call for any final expressions of interest in the roles of
head coach and attack and defence coach with a view to finalising
those appointments early next month,” read a Queensland Rugby
Union statement yesterday.

“Current Reds head coach, Richard Graham, will be included in that
process.” The new head coach will face a serious rebuilding project after
the departure of scrumhalf Will Genia, flyhalf Quade Cooper and lock
James Horwill-three lynchpins of the 2011 triumph —  as well
as former All Blacks loose forward Adam Thomson.
Whoever is appointed will report to a high perform-
ance manager in charge of “strategy and opera-
tions”, who will work with a “Queensland Reds
Rugby Panel” which will focus on player and
staff recruitment and retention.—Reuters

Four Chelsea 

fans banned
LONDON: Four Chelsea fans who refused to allow a black man
onto the Paris Metro were banned yesterday from attending
football matches for between three and five years.

The incident occurred in February when Chelsea fans were in
the French capital to watch the Champions League match
against Paris St-Germain.

Video footage showed Chelsea fans refusing to allow
Souleymane Sylla, a black Frenchman, from boarding the train
amid chants of “We’re racist and that’s the way we like it”.

Richard Barklie, from Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland, Josh
Parsons and William Simpson, both from Surrey, were each
banned for five years at Thames Magistrates’ Court, the
Metropolitan Police said. Jordan Munday, from Sidcup in Kent,
was banned for three years. All four had denied racist behavior.
Police Chief Superintendent Colin Morgan said in a statement:
“Violence and racism have no place in football and we will con-
tinue to put offenders before the courts as part of our efforts to
make football a safer environment for everyone.”— Reuters

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 51 41 .554 -       
Toronto 48 47 .505 4.5   
Tampa Bay 48 48 .500 5       
Baltimore 46 46 .500 5       
Boston 42 52 .447 10      

Central Division
Kansas City 56 36 .609 -       
Minnesota 50 43 .538 6.5   
Detroit 46 47 .495 10.5  
Cleveland 44 48 .478 12      
Chicago White Sox 42 49 .462 13.5

Western Division
LA Angels 53 40 .570 -       
Houston 52 43 .547 2       
Texas 44 49 .473 9       
Seattle 43 51 .457 10.5  
Oakland 43 52 .453 11      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 50 42 .543 -       
NY Mets 49 45 .521 2       
Atlanta 45 49 .479 6       
Miami 39 55 .415 12      
Philadelphia 33 63 .344 19      

Central Division
St. Louis 59 34 .634 -       
Pittsburgh 54 39 .581 5       
Chicago Cubs 50 42 .543 8.5   
Cincinnati 41 50 .451 17      
Milwaukee 42 52 .447 17.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 53 42 .558 -       
San Francisco 50 44 .532 2.5   
San Diego 44 50 .468 8.5   
Arizona 43 49 .467 8.5   
Colorado 40 52 .435 11.5  

MLB results/standings

KANSAS CITY: Pittsburgh Pirates’ Jung Ho Kang is caught stealing second by Kansas City Royals second
baseman Omar Infante to end the top of the fourth inning. 

DENVER: Texas Rangers’ Prince Fielder reacts as he flies out in scoring position on a pitch from Colorado Rockies starting
pitcher Kyle Kendrick to end the top of the fourth inning. — APphotos

Rangers rout Rockies, Cubs roll

NY Yankees 3, Baltimore 2; NY Mets 7, Washington 2; Tampa Bay 1, Philadelphia 0; Seattle 11, Detroit 9; Atlanta 4, LA Dodgers 3;
Chicago Cubs 5, Cincinnati 4 (13 innings); Milwaukee 8, Cleveland 1; St. Louis 8, Chicago White Sox 5; Kansas City 3, Pittsburgh 1;
Houston 8, Boston 3; Texas 9, Colorado 0; Miami 3, Arizona 0; Toronto 7, Oakland 1; LA Angels 7, Minnesota 0; San Francisco 9,
San Diego 3.
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SCOREBOARD

South Africa 1st innings ( T. Bavuma 54;
Mustafizur Rahman 4-37, Jubair Hossain 3-53)
Bangladesh first innings (7-0 overnight):
Tamim Iqbal b Elgar 57
Imrul Kayes st de Kock b van Zyl 26
Mominul Haque v Harmer 6
Mahmudullah lbw b Philander 67
Mushfiqur Rahim not out 16
Shakib Al Hasan not out 1

Extras (lb 5, nb1) 6
Total (for four wickets; 67 overs) 179
To bat: Litton Das, Jubair Hossain, Mohammad
Shahid, Taijul Islam, Mustafizur Rahman.
Fall of wickets: 1-46 (Imrul), 2-55 (Mominul), 3-144
(Tamim), 4-178  (Mahmudullah)
Bowling: Steyn 13-3-46-0, Philander 12-1-22-1
(nb1), Morkel 11-2-28-0, Harmer 19-3-59-1, van Zyl
9-2-13-1, Elgar 3-0-6-1.

CHITTAGONG: Score on the second day of the first Test between Bangladesh and South Africa at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong yesterday:

Bangladesh dominate Test
CHITTAGONG: Half-centuries by Mahmudullah
Riyad and Tamim Iqbal gave Bangladesh the
edge over top-ranked South Africa yesterday as
the unfancied hosts reached 179-4 before rain
stopped play on the second day of the first Test.

Mahmudullah made 67 while Tamim added a
patient 57 as Bangladesh reduced their deficit to
69 runs after the Proteas were dismissed for a
modest 248 in Chittagong.

Vernon Philander trapped Mahmudullah leg-
before just before rain ended the day’s play in
the third session, swinging the game back
towards the visitors after lowly Bangladesh
appeared to have taken the
advantage.Mahmudullah, who hit 10 fours off
138 balls, put on 89 with Tamim for the third
wicket, providing the backbone of the
Bangladesh innings after the hosts resumed on
Wednesday on 7-0.  Tamim, who faced 129 balls,
scored his first fifty against South Africa in five
Tests before he was bowled by a full toss from
left-arm spinner Dean Elgar on the stroke of the
tea break.

South Africa’s bowling coach Charl
Langeveldt believes Bangladesh have a slight
advantage in the game. “I think it is 60-40 in their
side,” he said after stumps. “The game is fairly
even. If they get a 100-run lead against us, we
will be struggling.

“Bangladesh really batted well. They were
patient. Normally they have the second highest
scoring rate. I think our guys bowled really well
and Bangladesh batted well.”

Bangladesh’s Mahmudullah said the third
day’s opening session would be crucial for both
the teams. “I think if we can spend first session
tomorrow without losing any wicket we will be
in the driving seat,” he said. “Anything close to
400 runs will be good score in this wicket.”

Earlier in the morning session Tamim and fel-
low opener Imrul Kayes mixed aggression with
caution to blunt the new ball, scoring 41 in the
first hour.

But occasional medium pacer Stiaan Van Zyl
dragged Imrul out of his crease for Quinton de
Kock to complete a stumping, breaking a res-
olute 46-run opening stand.

Imrul departed for 26 after leading the initial
charge with three fours. Spinner Simon Harmer

then took out Mominul Haque’s off stump to
leave Bangladesh struggling on 55-2 before
Tamim and Mahmudullah rebuilt the innings.

Skipper Mushfiqur Rahim was unbeaten on
16 when rain stopped play for the second time
with 25 overs still left in the day. Shakib Al
Hasan, on one not out, will resume with his
skipper on Thursday as Bangladesh push for an
unprecedented Test victory against the Proteas.

Bangladesh,  who have a  d ismal  Test
record, had made an impressive start to the
match on the  opening day  on Tuesday.
Paceman Mustafizur Rahman claimed 4-37 in
his Test debut and leg-spinner Jubair Hossain
added 3-53 as Bangladesh bowled out the
visitors for 248. The second match of the two-
Test series will be played in Dhaka from July
30-August 3.—AFP

BANGLADESH: South Africa cricketer Vernon Philander appeals successfully for leg before
wicket decision against Bangladesh cricketer Mohammad Mahmudullah during the second
day of the first cricket Test match. —AFP

LONDON: Natalie Sciver’s 66 saw England to
a four-wicket win in the first match of the
multi-format Women’s Ashes series in
Taunton on Tuesday.

England, set a target of 239 for victory
after holding Australia to 238 for nine in this
50-over one-day international, finished on
240 for six with 26 balls of the match remain-
ing. Sciver and Lydia Greenway (53) oversaw
England’s recovery from 80 for four in a cen-
tury stand before both fell in sight of victory.

Greenway hooked a full toss straight to
midwicket before Sciver found mid-off with
22 runs required to win. Georgia Elwiss and
Katherine Brunt scored the remaining runs to
take the first two points on offer in the series.

England’s top order, including experi-
enced captain Charlotte Edwards (15) and
Sarah Taylor (30) all got starts but could not
go on. Australia had earlier slumped to 35 for
three before Ellyse Perry (78) and Alex
Blackwell (58) shared a partnership of 121.

For Perry, who made her name in cricket
as a new-ball bowler, this was her sixth fifty in
as many one-day international matches. 

Their stand ended when Heather Knight
ran out Blackwell with a direct hit from mid
off. Perry, dropped on 21, later holed out to
Sciver at deep mid-wicket.

A victorious Edwards, whose side hold the
Ashes, told Sky Sports: “We talked about start-
ing the series well. It’s something we haven’t

done in the past. “We’ve done it as perfectly
as we could have today. “I thought we started
brilliantly with the ball. Our fielding was out-
standing at times and then that partnership
between Sciver and Greenway was absolutely
brilliant. And for Georgia Elwiss to come in
and show her talent at the end was fantastic.”

Meanwhile Perry said: “The conditions
were really tough because the outfield was so
incredibly quick. But they showed great abili-
ty to hit the stumps for those run outs and all
credit to them. “We didn’t have a great start
with the bat and that was probably the differ-
ence, in the end.”

The format has been changed from the
last Ashes, with the points for winning the
lone Test match reduced from six to four, with
all the limited-overs games providing two
points for victory. This series continues with
the second ODI at Bristol today.

Score summary from the first one-day
international between England Women and
Australia Women on Tuesday, the opening
match of the 2015 Women’s Ashes:

At Taunton:
Australia 238-9, 50 overs (E Perry 78, A

Blackwell 58; K Brunt 3-48) v England 240-6,
45.4 overs (N Sciver 66, L Greenway 53; E
Osborne 3-39) England Women bt Australia
Women by 4 wkts.  Ashes series points:
England 2 Australia 0. —AFP

Advantage England 

in Women’s Ashes

DUBAI: The longest and toughest race on the
Blancpain Endurance Series schedule takes
place at Spa-Francorchamps on 25-26 July
and Nissan has entered a global cast of driv-
ers from six different countries, including four
winners of GT Academy. One of the best rac-
ing circuits in the world plays host to the best
GT3 cars and drivers in the world for a 24-
hour rollercoaster ride through the Ardennes
forest in Belgium.

Last year’s Spa 24 Hours was marred by
accidents occurring throughout the early
stages and it wasn’t until darkness fell that
the race finally settled down. All  of the
Blancpain competitors will be hoping for a
smoother star t  this year,  not least Alex
Buncombe who had to take evasive action
through Eau Rouge to avoid being wiped
out!  

Nissan has entered a Nissan GT-R NISMO
GT3 in the PRO class for the first time this
year so current championship-leaders Alex
Buncombe (GB), Katsumasa Chiyo (JAP) and
local man and GT Academy winner Wolfgang
Reip (BEL) will be battling hard for outright
honours in the #23 Nissan.

“As always I will push hard to get the best
possible result, remembering that anything
can happen in 24 hours,” said Reip. “I love this
track. I know it better than any other circuit
and having the support of my friends and the
Belgian people gives me great motivation.  I
had a practice run in the 25 hour Fun Cup
race last weekend. Ok the car was nothing
like the GT-R but I drove for almost 10 hours
in a lot of traffic so it has really helped me to
prepare for the Spa 24 Hours.”

Katsumasa Chiyo embarks on his second
Spa 24 Hours and admits that last year’s race
was an eye-opener: “Last year I was shocked
and almost overwhelmed by the scale and
toughness of this event,” he said. “The Spa 24
Hours is  one of the most demanding
endurance races in the Blancpain Endurance
Series with over 60 GT3 cars, competitive
manufacturers and teams, and top drivers
competing fiercely.  Last year we made it to
the chequered flag but we were unable to
reach the top 10.  This year, I am determined
to get a good result and win valuable points.

I am fully aware it is not easy to win the race
but I believe there are chances for us. I will
fight with my team and teammates right
through to the chequered flag.”

In the No. 22 PRO-AM Nissan GT-R NISMO
GT3, LM P1 racer Olivier Pla (FRA) will join
three winners of GT Academy : Ricardo
Sanchez (MEX), Gaetan Paletou (FRA) and
Florian Strauss (GER), creating a truly interna-
tional line-up for Nissan.

“This is a great challenge for me,” said Pla.
“I am not a GT specialist but the principles
are the same with all racing, you have to be
smooth and maintain your focus.  I have com-
peted in the Spa 24 Hours four times now. It
is a demanding race and you have to work
hard to manage the traffic. I had a good run
in the Nissan GT-R NISMO GT3 at the Spa Test
recently and I found the car easy to drive,
especially through the fast corners where it
feels very stable. That’s exactly what you
need at Spa so I think we will be strong in the
24 Hours.”

Ricardo Sanchez won GT Academy
International last year and after a good per-
formance in the 2015 Dubai 24 Hours, earned
himself a place on the Blancpain Endurance
Series squad.  The Mexican racer is looking
forward to whatever Spa throws at him.

“This is one of the most important races in
the world and every driver would love to win
it,” said Sanchez. “Blancpain has been chal-
lenging for me as the level of the drivers is
amazing and every team is very competitive.
What is important for me is that I improve
with every stint that I do.  We all had good
pace at the Spa Test so I think we will have a
strong race but we must always remember
that ‘to finish first, first you have to finish!’”

The #23 will race at Spa in its regular red,
white and black livery but the #22 Nissan,
which has run in black since the start of the
season, will look rather different at Spa.  Keep
a close eye on the @NISMO Twitter account
for a sneak preview next week.

The Spa 24 Hours gets under way on
Saturday 25 July at 16:30hrs CET.  The full
race will be streamed LIVE on NISMO.TV,
which will also feature onboard cameras and
the return of Garage Cam.

Nissan enters international line-up for Spa 24 Hours

TIGNES: France’s rugby union team players climb the Grande Motte glacier during their training camp ahead of the 2015 Rugby World Cup. —AFP
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TORONTO: With no Usain Bolt or Justin Gatlin in
the field, Canadian sprinter Andre De Grasse
eased to a leisurely win in his opening heat of
the 100 metres at the Pan American Games on
Tuesday.

Trinidad and Tobago’s Kesston Bledman and
Americans Remontay McClain and BeeJay Lee all
slipped under 10 seconds in their heats but it
was De Grasse getting all the attention despite
running 10.06 as the athletics competition got
underway.

The 20-year-old emerged this year as
Canada’s biggest sprinting hope since Donovan
Bailey, who won the 100m gold at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics, when he became the first
Canadian since 1999 to run under 10 seconds
after he clocked 9.97 at the Pac-12 track and
field championships two months ago. He fol-
lowed that with a wind assisted run of 9.75 sec-
onds at last month’s U.S. collegiate champi-
onships in Oregon.

“You need to have the big performance when
it matters and Andre has proven that,” Tony
Sharpe, a 1984 Olympic sprinter who is one of
Canada’s top sprint coaches, told reporters.

“Before, he was kind of in the background but
now that’s it’s on him it’s going to be great to see
how he responds to that bit of pressure.

“Now you know who Andre De Grasse is, so
it ’s a little different and we’ll  see how he
responds, but I have a feeling that he’ll be just
fine.”

Canada was quick out of the blocks on the
opening day of the athletics competition picking
up gold medals from Shawnacy Barber in the
men’s pole vault and Elizabeth Gleadle in the
women’s javelin.

Matt Hughes then won the 3,000m steeple-
chase while Mohammed Ahmed took gold in
the 10,000m. The successful day in athletics,
however, was not enough to see Canada reel in
the United States at the top of the medal table.

The US continues to lead with 69 gold and
183 overall medals while the hosts remain in
second with 59 gold and 160.  Brazil are a distant
third on 32 and 110.

The US picked up just four gold on Tuesday
with Queen Harrison taking top spot in the
100m hurdles, Katharine Holmes in women’s
fencing epee, Paige McPherson in the taekwon-
do womens 67kg weight class and the table ten-
nis women’s team event.

Athletics delivered Jamaica’s first gold of the
Games with shotputter O’Dayne Richards pro-
viding the breakthrough. Colombian Caterine
Ibarguen, Olympic silver medallist in the triple
jump added Pan Am gold while Brazil’s Juliana
Paula Dos Santos won the women’s 5,000m.

But there was no gold for Brazil in beach vol-
leyball as Mexico beat the 2016 Olympic hosts in
the men’s competition and Argentina beat Cuba
in the women’s final. —Reuters

TORONTO: Winning Pan American Games
medals in a soccer stadium car park was still
a thrill for Brazilian beach volleyballers on
Tuesday but the dream of playing at next
year’s Rio Olympics on the sacred sands of
Copacabana remains the ultimate goal.

The atmosphere inside the temporary
arena pulsated with a beach volleyball vibe
but competing beside the home of Major
League Soccer’s Toronto FC hardly comes
close to matching the breathtaking back-
drop seen at the sport’s spiritual home. In a
year’s time, BMO Field will be replaced by
Sugar Loaf mountain and the statue of
Christ the Redeemer will gaze down upon
the Olympic action as waves crash onto one
of the world’s most famous beaches.

“It means my dream, my dream to be in
the Olympic Games and if we can play on
Copacabana it would be the biggest dream
of my life,” Lili Maestrini told Reuters after

she and partner Carolina Horta beat Canada
in the bronze medal game.

“It is like this crowd always full and they
cheer for every team with their heart. It is
one of the best places to practise and play.”

If the sport did not instantly spring to
mind at the mere mention of Rio de Janeiro,
amble along the Copacabana boardwalk on
any given day and you will see plenty of fit
and tanned young people enjoying games
of beach volleyball.

The compatriots of those seaside sports-
men and women have returned home from
every Pan Am Games with beach volleyball
medals  and no countr y has won more
Olympic medals in the sport than Brazil.
However, there was no gold for Brazil in
Toronto as  Mexico’s  Juan Virgen and
Rodolfo Ontiveros upset Vitor Aruajo and
Alvaro Magliano in the men’s final to deny
the 2016 Olympic hosts a third straight title,

whi le  the women had to sett le  for
bronze.“We tried today to play with our
hear t  and with big emotions l ike how
Brazi l ians play ever y t ime,” Maestr ini
lamented. “We are a good team, we are
growing.” The Copacabana mystique is not
lost on the young Canadian duo Melissa
Humana-Paredes and Taylor Pischke, who
plan on hitting the Brazilian beach next
summer. “I really want to be able to go to
Copacabana and represent Canada there
because that is the home of the sport I love,
it is the birthplace of it and people their
appreciate it so much,” Humana-Paredes
said. “They love it,” she added. “It will be a
different environment from here. Here a lot
of people have never really seen beach vol-
leyball or appreciated it and this was their
opportunity to appreciate the beauty and
atmosphere and experience an amazing
sport.” —Reuters

TORONTO: Brazil’s Kelia Costa competes in the women’s triple jump final at the Pan Am Games. Costa won the silver medal.—AP

De Grasse ready to take

Pan Am sprint spotlight

TORONTO: USA’s Queen Harrison celebrates as she crosses the finish line to win the women’s 100 meter hurdles at the Pan Am Games. Harrison
won the gold medal in the event. —AP

Thrills for beach volleyballers

TOKYO: The International Olympic
Committee may well welcome Japan’s
decision to scrap and completely revise
plans for its controversial National
Stadium since the move will save money,
the head of the Tokyo games organising
group said yesterday.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
said last week that he had decided to
take the stadium plans back to square
one in the face of growing public out-
rage over ballooning costs, as his sup-
port rates took a hit over unpopular
defence bills.

The sudden decision over the stadi-
um, designed by U.K.-based architect
Zaha Hadid and set to be the centrepiece
for the 2020 Summer Olympics, took
many by surprise and became the latest
in a series of broken promises connected
to the event.

But Yoshiro Mori, president of the
Tokyo Organizing Committee of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, said
substantial savings on the stadium-pro-
jected to cost some $2 billion, nearly
twice original estimates-fit right in to the
IOC’s new cost-cutting policy, Agenda
2020.

Mori acknowledged that the futuristic
stadium design had probably helped
Tokyo beat off Istanbul and Madrid to be
awarded the Games in 2013 but that the
IOC was likely to approve the revised
plans at a meeting in Kuala Lumpur later
this month.

“If the decision was made to save
money, it should go right in line with the
IOC’s Agenda 2020,” Mori told a news
conference in Tokyo yesterday. Many
nations have downsized stadium proj-
ects but it is highly unusual to change
plans completely at this stage and risks
damaging the can-do reputation that
was one of the reasons Tokyo won the
games.

NEW RUGBY HOME
IOC president Thomas Bach said last

week that he had confidence Tokyo
would build the new stadium in time but
the decision means that the 2019 Rugby
World Cup, which was also set to use the
arena, will have to find a new home.

Tokyo has already backed away from
another pledge that helped it win the
hosting rights, that most of the venues
will  be located within 8 km of the
Olympic Village, to save money by using
pre-existing venues.

Amid a flurry of finger-pointing, a
committee headed by Olympics Minister
Toshiaki Endo that also includes Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga met for
the first time on Tuesday to tackle the
issue.

A general list of key points needed in
the new stadium, along with a rough
estimate of costs, would be drawn up
over the next few months, with a compe-
tition to choose a new design set for the
autumn, officials say. A decision should
come by the end of the year, with con-
struction set to start in early 2016. No
cost targets have been set, though Suga
has said it should be “as cheap as possi-
ble.”

Officials had agreed to build the stadi-
um for 253 billion yen ($2.04 billion) just
over a week before Abe’s decision, up
from 130 billion yen in Tokyo’s bid docu-
ments.

Mori said he was not at fault and that
working to pull together a new plan is
more important at this point than assign-
ing blame for the woes involving the pre-
vious design, which he last week likened
to a “drooping raw oyster”.

“Speaking honestly, I never liked the
design,” Mori said yesterday. “But at that
point it had already been decided and it
was not my place to speak.” —Reuters

Tokyo head expects IOC to

welcome stadium decision

Audi pilots itself

on US race track
SONOMA: Piloted driving at Audi is
approaching production readiness at
race pace. On one of the world’s most
challenging race tracks, the Sonoma
Raceway in California, the latest genera-
tion of the Audi RS 7 piloted driving con-
cept has surpassed previous top per-
formances once again. Audi will be offer-
ing piloted driving for the first time in
the upcoming generation of the Audi
A8.

“In Sonoma, we took the Audi RS 7
piloted driving concept to its physical
limits lap after lap, and it handled the
task with uniform precision,” says
Thomas Muller, who is responsible for
the development of brake, steering and
driver assistance systems at Audi. “The
car turned in lap times that were better
than those of sports car drivers.” The RS 7
took just 2:01.01 minutes to complete
the 4,050-meter circuit.

For some time now, Audi has been
testing piloted driving under increasing-
ly challenging conditions. In October
2014, an RS 7 nicknamed “Bobby ”
already completed a driverless lap on
the Hockenheimring at speeds up to 240
km/h. The new generation of the car is
named “Robby,” has a power output of
560 hp and is around 400 kg lighter than
its predecessor. Whether braking, steer-
ing or accelerating, the piloted car con-
trols all  driving functions fully
autonomously and with maximum preci-
sion.

Audi is also testing piloted driving in

the challenging situation of real road
traffic.  At the start of 2015, “Jack” - an
Audi A7 piloted driving concept with
many near-production solutions - drove
on public highways from Silicon Valley
to Las Vegas for the Consumer
Electronics Show (CES). Shortly there-
after, this car also drove autonomously
on German autobahns at speeds up to
130 km/h. At CES Asia in May 2015, jour-
nalists also had an opportunity to expe-
rience piloted driving - in the traffic of
megacity Shanghai.  The development
work, which includes driving on a very
wide array of testing grounds, is yielding
valuable knowledge for series-produc-
tion systems - from the sensor technolo-
gy and data processing to vehicle con-
trol and stabilization. 

The technologies for piloted driving
stand for safety, time savings, efficiency
and convenience. The systems can make
a valuable contribution to safety, espe-
cially when the driver is overwhelmed or
underwhelmed by driving tasks. In addi-
tion, it gives drivers greater freedom for
organizing their time in the car. When
used to temporarily assume driving
tasks, the predictive technology makes
driving more efficient, reduces stress
and enhances comfort. Piloted driving
will make its production debut in the
next generation of the luxury-class
sedan, the Audi A8. The systems can
assume control of the car during parking
or in stop-and-go traffic on freeways at
speeds up to 60 km/h.
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SINGAPORE: The absence of a handful
of the world’s best swimmers, including
Michael Phelps, has added an air of
uncertainty to the 16th world aquatic
championships, starting in Russia on
Friday.

Taking place in Kazan from July 24-
August 9, the championships were
meant to be a full dress rehearsal for
next year’s Olympics in Rio but a spate
of high-profile withdrawals has diluted
the competition. The highest-profile
no-show is Phelps, who came out of
retirement in 2014 but was subse -
quently banned from representing the
United States at the world champi-
onships after being convicted of drink
driving late last year.

Australia’s James Magnussen, who
won the 100 metres freestyle gold at
the last two world championships, will
also be missing after electing to under-

go shoulder surgery,  giving up his
chance to become the first man to win
the blue-riband sprint three times in
row.

France’s Yannick Agnel, the reigning
world and Olympic champion for 200m
freestyle, is also skipping the world
championships,  because of a lung
infection.

Japan’s Kosuke Hagino, who has
emerged as one of the major threats to
Phelps in the individual medley events,
withdrew earlier this month after slip-
ping over on his way to training and
fracturing his elbow. The spotlight for
the men’s events in Kazan is now likely
to fall on South Africa’s Chad le Clos
and China’s Sun Yang.

One of the few men to have beaten
Phelps at the Olympics, Le Clos will
defend the 100m and 200m butterfly
titles he won at the 2013 world champi-

onships in Barcelona and is also target-
ting the 50m, hoping to complete a
unique treble.

“This is the most important event
outside of the Olympics, everything
after this is just warm-ups,” the 23-year-
old told Reuters.

“ The Olympics are l ike the
Wimbledon tennis, you play against the
same field as in other events but it is
just that the prestige is greater. So the
World Championships will be a vital
test for me.”

Sun, the undisputed king of men’s
long distance swimming, has been in
the spotlight for all the wrong reasons
since he became the first Chinese man
to win an Olympic swimming gold
medal at London in 2012.

In 2013, he was suspended by
Chinese swimming officials from
engaging in commercial activities after

missing training and breaching team
rules.

Later that year he was ordered to
spend a week in detention after crash-
ing a car that he had driven without a
licence. In 2014, he secretly served a
three-month ban after testing positive
for a banned stimulant. He could have
faced a much longer penalty but
Chinese doping officials ruled that Sun
had made an innocent mistake and
never intended to cheat.

Unfazed by the extra attention, Sun
is targetting the 200m, 400m, 800m
and 1,500m individual freestyle events,
plus relays, a feat no other swimmer
has achieved.

“When I was little, I watched Michael
Phelps compete in five or six events at a
worlds, so I want to try it as well,” he
said. American Katie Ledecky is also try-
ing to win the same four freestyle

events in Kazan. The 18-year-old has
been smashing world records at will for
the last year and seems a sure bet to
win the three longer races, but the
200m is her toughest challenge.

Among Ledecky’s big rivals will be
her team mate Missy Franklin, who won
four gold medals at the London
Olympics as a 17-year-old.

Franklin won six gold medals at the
last world championships in 2013 but
has her heart set on seven this time,
and at Rio as well. The powerful US are
again expected to win the lion’s share
of the medals with Australia and China
looming as their biggest rivals. The
opening ceremony takes place in Kazan
on Friday and will be followed by a
week of diving, water polo and syn-
chronised swimming before the eight-
day swimming programme starts on
Aug.  2.—Reuters

Absentees add to uncertainty at world championships

Lewis Hamilton in action in this file photo.

BUDAPEST: The head says Lewis Hamilton but
those willing to take a more adventurous punt
might fancy the chances of Valtteri Bottas or
Kimi Raikkonen as Formula One regroups in
Hungary with a heavy heart this weekend.

Hamilton, winner at the Hungaroring four
times in eight years and twice in the past three,
is the clear favourite as the double world cham-
pion seeks to stretch his 17-point overall lead
into the August break. The Briton and his rivals
will also be racing with Jules Bianchi in their
thoughts after attending the French driver’s
funeral in Nice on Tuesday.

“Saying goodbye to Jules was incredibly

hard for everyone,” said Hamilton of a promis-
ing talent who died on Friday, nine months
after a Japanese Grand Prix crash left him in a
coma. “I wished I had known him better.
“Hungary is a beautiful place, one of my
favorites. I will be carrying Jules with me in my
prayers and thoughts, not only this race but for
the rest of my driving days. I know he’d want us
to race hard as he did, and so I will.”

The form book points to another battle
between Hamilton and Mercedes team mate
Nico Rosberg, with the pair chasing their sev-
enth one-two in 10 races, but history offers
some hope of a different outcome. The race,

now in its 30th edition, threw up a surprise last
season when Australian Daniel Ricciardo won
for Red Bull, and has done so before. It may be
just a statistical curiosity but the fact remains
that only English, Australian or Finnish drivers
have won in Hungary for a decade.

FINNISH SUCCESS
Raikkonen, who could be replaced by Bottas

at Ferrari next season if speculation is correct,
won with McLaren in 2005 while compatriot
Heikki Kovalainen triumphed in 2008.

“I always have a lot of support-it’s almost a
Finnish Grand Prix,” said Williams’s Bottas, who

has yet to win in Formula One but was third in
Canada. “We should be looking to have a strong
weekend and to build on the good momentum
we have built.” Raikkonen was second in
Bahrain, his first top three finish since he won
with Lotus in 2013, and apart from last season,
the 2007 world champion has been on the
podium in Hungary every year he has raced
there since 2006.

Ricciardo is the only Australian on the grid,
and Red Bull have lost hope of winning until
Renault provide a more competitive engine,
and may have to grin and bear it.

Jenson Button took his first F1 win in

Hungary with Honda in 2006 from 14th on the
grid, which remains the lowest winning start for
the race, but even starting that low will be a
challenge this time with Honda-powered
McLaren. Bianchi’s death, the first since 1994 of
a driver resulting from a race incident, has put
everything into perspective. “Last weekend’s
sad news... means that the grand prix circus
heads to Budapest with heavy hearts,” McLaren
boss Eric Boullier said.

“We’ll all remember his life in our own per-
sonal way, but Formula One will come together
on Sunday to silently and respectfully mark his
passing.” —Reuters

Formula One regroups in Hungary with heavy heart

FRANCE: German Simon Geschke won the
first Alpine stage of the Tour de France this
year yesterday’s 17th stage as Chris Froome
maintained his overall lead.

American Andrew Talansky finished the
161km ride from Digne-les-Bains to Pra Loup
in second at 30sec with Colombian
Rigoberto Uran third at one minute.

Froome was 18th and crossed the line just
behind his nearest challenger Nairo Quintana
but their gap remains constant at 3min
10sec. Alberto Contador, who had started the
day fifth, crashed on the difficult final
descent off the Col d’Allos before the climb
to the Pra Loup finish.

He lost around two minutes to the other
overall challengers. American Tejay Van
Garderen, who started the day third, quit the
race due to illness with 70km left to ride, hav-
ing been dropped by the peloton. World
champion Michal Kwiatkowski was another
to abandon the race.

Also crashing on the final descent was
Frenchman Thibaut Pinot, who was chasing

Geschke at the time but ended up fourth.
Alejandro Valverde is up to third, although he
was distanced by Froome and Quintana in
the final 500-metres.

Meanwhile, nerves are set to jangle in the
Tour de France peloton with the hair-raising
Col d’Allos descent awaiting them in the
Alps.

French talent Thibaut Pinot said the
15.9km descent, in which riders drop more
than a vertical kilometre in the space of 15
minutes, is “one of the most dangerous in
France”.

And the peloton is on red alert after race
leader Chris Froome’s Sky teammate Geraint
Thomas survived a terrifying moment on
Monday’s descent into Gap. The 29-year-old
Welshman was baulked by an out-of-control
Warren Barguil and sent over a precipice,
banging his head on a lamppost along the
way.

Thomas was fine to carry on but many rid-
ers are likely to be wary on the Col d’Allos
descent during Wednesday’s 161km 17th

stage from Digne-les-Bains to Pra Loup.
“It’s a very difficult descent, not so much

because it’s technical but because the road
surface is not very good,” said reigning cham-
pion Vincenzo Nibali.

The Sicilian gained time on the other
overall contenders on Monday after a daring
descent into Gap, having attacked just before
the summit of the final climb, the Col du
Manse.

Nibali is widely regarded as one of the
best descenders in the world and with
almost eight minutes to make up on Frome,
he’s likely to try his luck off the Col d’Allos.

“The key is balance and you get balance
from doing a lot of mountain biking in train-
ing,” added Nibali. One person who knows
the descent well  is  Frenchman Romain
Bardet.

He won an identical stage at last month’s
Criterium du Dauphine, which likewise fin-
ished with the 6.2km-long 6.5 percent aver-
age gradient climb to Pra Loup. “I like these
little roads, when the bends close in on you

and you can master your trajectory alone,”
said the AG2R rider.

“It’s perhaps the only moment in modern
cycling when a lone rider can go faster than
the peloton.” Certainly Froome is expecting
some attacks at that juncture, notably from
Alberto Contador, Alejandro Valverde or the
latter’s Movistar teammate Nairo Quintana-
the Briton’s closest rival at 3min 10sec. “I
expect people really to take on the race
there,” said Froome, 30.

“Nibali, maybe the guys from Movistar,
Alberto Contador-it wouldn’t be the first time
he’s taken on the race on a descent.”

One who won’t be attacking, though, is
American Tejay Van Garderen, currently third
at 3min 32sec. “At a certain point in the race
people start to get a bit desperate, if they
don’t have the legs on the climb they try to
take big risks (on the descent),” said the BMC
team leader. “That’s not my favorite part of
racing, I don’t like it when people risk life and
limb to gain a few seconds-but that’s part of
bike racing.” —AFP

PARIS: Interest in the Tour de France is growing world-
wide despite cycling’s battle with doping, but the host
nation is bucking trend, according to a study released
yesterday.

France is a rare country where interest in the Tour has
fallen over the past three years, according to the
Repucom sports data company. Globally, though, there
has been a rise, with 23 percent of people saying they
follow Tour news, up from 20 percent in 2012. 

Repucom said it polled 11,000 people across 11
countries, covering adults and teenagers in the general
population. It found France was the only country to
record a drop, from 33 per cent of the population in
2012 to 32 percent now.

In the United States, home of shamed former cham-
pion Lance Armstrong, interest has grown four percent-
age points to 18 percent of the population.

In Britain, where current leader Chris Froome comes
from, the rise is one percentage point to 22 percent. The
Netherlands and Spain have the highest interest at 38
percent. The Spanish market is stable from 2012 but in
the Netherlands, the rise is three percentage points.

In Italy, home of reigning champion Vincenzo Nibali,
the figure has risen eight percentage points to 30 per-
cent of the population. 

In new markets such as the United Arab Emirates,
interest has rocketed 14 percentage points to 20 per-
cent, the study said.

According to Repucom, the popularity rise can also
be seen among commercial backers undeterred by the
sport’s drug problems. The race, which finishes in Paris
on Sunday, now has five top-level sponsors.

“Following the doping scandals that rocked cycling
over the last 10 years, we are now seeing that the sport
is turning a corner, in terms of fan popularity and in
terms of sponsorship,” said Repucom market research
vice president Mike Wragg. —AFP

Tour de France

fan numbers 

grow... but not

in France

FRANCE: A teammate helps Tejay van Garderen of the US (left) after he fell ill during
the seventeenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race. —AP

FRANCE: Germany’s Simon Geschke celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the
seventeenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race. —AP

Geschke wins Tour stage
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PARIS: FIFA needs reforms but they
should be proposed and implemented
not under embattled incumbent Sepp
Blatter but by his successor, former vice-
president Jordanian Prince Ali bin
Hussein told AFP yesterday.

The 39-year-old-who lost to Blatter in
the election in late May before the Swiss
dramatically announced he was stepping
down a few days later as a devastating
corruption scandal enveloped football’s
governing body-said the reform process
which has been set in train and due to be
looked at by a task force was simply “win-
dow dressing”.

Blatter announced on Monday an 11-
strong task force, with an independent
chairperson, would prepare reforms

including limits on terms for leaders,
tougher background checks on executive
committee members and the publication
of salaries of top officials.

Pressure to do something had piled
on FIFA by major sponsors following the
US authorities charging 14 people,
including three former FIFA vice-presi-
dents, of taking or giving millions of dol-
lars of bribes in return for football mar-
keting and television contracts.

Ali, though, believes that now is not
the time to start the process while the
old regime remains in place. “We need a
clear process, clear timelines, and a very
clear remit,” Ali said in a statement refer-
ring to the Reform Process sent to AFP.

“And all this should belong to the new

President. “Although reforms are wel-
come and much needed, they are the
mandate of the new President, not the
old one. “These reforms will be applicable
to the FAs and the new President, and
therefore they need to be part of his
mandate. “It is the role of the new
President to put in place the necessary
systems to implement the changes that
FIFA so desperately needs, not a Task
Force trying to rush this through in less
than 60 days.” Ali-who is likely to stand
again in the presidential election on
February 26 Jordanian FA vice-president
Sala Sabra told AFP in early June-said the
timeline suggested for reviewing the
reforms was too short to gain the input
of all the Football Associations globally.  

“I fully agree that a FIFA Task Force on
Reforms should be set up, but if this is to
work it needs to have the full buy-in of
the FAs,” said Ali.

“ The process needs to be clearly
defined and the FAs need to be given the
opportunity to have an input, but this is
being rushed through without any con-
sultation process and that’s where it’s
flawed. “How can this Task Force address
change in any meaningful way within
such a short timeline? There can be no
quick fix to issues that are clearly struc-
tural.”

Ali, half-brother to Jordanian King
Abdullah, said the make-up of the task-
force should be totally independent with
no links to FIFA.  “Any Task Force that real-

ly will have the clout to bring about such
vital  reform should be a totally inde-
pendent body, not from within the gov-
ernance structure of FIFA,” he said. “The
composition of the Task Force should be
about the quality of the contribution its
members can make, not the overall num-
ber of FAs that they have.

“Nor should it be a satellite of the cur-
rent Executive Committee with the
Confederation Presidents choosing the
representatives. “Having a neutral chair-
man is not enough to guarantee the
independence of this Task Force. “It
should be a truly independent group.
“The reform process needs to be far-
reaching and consultative. Window
dressing isn’t enough.”—AFP

Prince Ali backs reforms but not under Blatter

MALAYSIA: (From left to right) Liverpool football players James Milner, Jordan Henderson, CEO of Liverpool football club Ian Ayre, Manager
Brendan Rodgers, Malaysia XI team coach Dollah Salleh, Malaysia XI team player Tiago Junio De Aquino and teammate Mohammad Razman
Roslan pose for photographs after a press conference. Liverpool will play an exhibition match against Malaysia XI team tomorrow. —AP

MUMBAI: Former England defender Sol
Campbell believes a retired player would be the
ideal candidate to take charge of FIFA and lead a
successful cleaning up operation at the corrup-
tion-tainted world governing body.

Charges of racketeering, wire fraud and mon-
ey laundering are hanging over FIFA and outgo-
ing president Sepp Blatter has seven months to
instigate reforms in response to the worst crisis
to hit the organisation in its 111-year history.

Blatter, who has not been accused of any
wrongdoing, was re-elected for a fifth term but
announced he would step down last month just
days after his victory at the FIFA Congress in
Zurich in the wake of a scandal that has
engulfed the body since the arrest of several
senior officials on the eve of the vote. When
asked if it was time for someone who has played
the game at the highest level to succeed Blatter
in February’s presidential election, Campbell
told Reuters that it was a logical course of action.
“There are lot of intelligent guys out there who
have played football... it’s just picking the right
character,” the former England and Arsenal skip-
per said in Mumbai, where he is attending the
launch of his former club’s new home and away

kits. “The right footballer with the right charac-
ter, they are good team builders. They have been
in pressure situations. They understand getting
deals and getting deals over the line.

“They have played around the world, they
have met a lot of people and they are used to
talking to people with different backgrounds.
That’s what you want.”

UEFA chief Michel Platini is regarded as one
of the most gifted players of his generation and
the former France captain is expected to garner
strong support should he decide to run for the
top job early next year.

EMPATHY NEEDED
The 40-year-old Campbell, who started his

career at Arsenal’s north London rivals
Tottenham, felt the person replacing the 79-
year-old Blatter should be comfortable in deal-
ing with all the stakeholders of the game.
“Someone who can shake a hand of someone
from the streets and shake a hand of a president
or a queen,” Campbell added.

“That’s what you want in that position, peo-
ple who have empathy for football and want to
bring football back to where it should be.”

Another issue needing to be tackled by the
next FIFA president is racism in Russia after Brazil
and Zenit St Petersburg forward Hulk was the
latest player to claim he was the target of racial
abuse by spectators in the country that will host
the 2018 World Cup.

Campbell, born in east London to Jamaican
parents, is himself no stranger to allegations of
discrimination and claimed in his biography that
he would have captained England more than
the three times he led the side if he had been
white.

However, the former central defender was
confident Russia would work hard to resolve the
issue. “Russia will have to do a lot of work on
that. Usually when you have competitions like
that (World Cup) it kind of allows the country to
focus and deal with their problems internally,”
added Campbell, who was capped 73 times by
England.

“Hopefully, the government and the foot-
ball association in Russia will start working
together to kind of appease the players and
take this out of the game. “If it (racism) does
happen, then it’s a big problem but I think
they should be fine.”—Reuters

England’s Campbell backs 

ex-player to clean up FIFA

ST PETERSBURG: Russian President Vladimir Putin
and FIFA’s president Sepp Blatter will put aside
their troubles when they take centre-stage and
kick-off the countdown to the 2018 World Cup on
Saturday. Putin has been cast as a villain in the
West because of Russia’s military involvement in
Ukraine, while Blatter’s presidency is ending next
year in the wake of a huge scandal over alleged
FIFA corruption. But any doubts that Russia will
host the World Cup because of alleged vote-rig-
ging in their winning bid five years ago now
appear irrelevant, with huge construction pro-
grammes going on in all 11 venue cities and this
draw heralding the official start of the countdown
to the finals in 2018.

A worldwide TV audience of around 100 million
people in 170 countries will watch as the two men
open proceedings at the draw for the qualifying
round of the competition which has involved 206
of FIFA’s 209 member nations.

Security at the Konstantin Palace, built in 1715
and now used as Russia’s National Congress Palace,
some 35 km (20 miles) outside St Petersburg, will
be re-doubled, not just because Putin is attending,
but also because Blatter was the target of a stunt at
FIFA headquarters on Monday when he was show-
ered with fake money by a British interloper before
the start of a news conference.

RUSSIAN CULTURE
The draw has become something of an extra-

vangza in its own right. Played out against a back-
ground show of Russian culture, the real business
will be conducted by FIFA secretary general Jerome
Valcke, assisted by a number of FIFA ambassadors
including Brazilian international forward Hulk, who
plays for the Russian champions and local side
Zenit St Petersburg.

On Monday, Hulk spoke out against racism in
Russian soccer, but politics and controversies of all

kinds will take a backseat on Saturday when the
draws for preliminary round matches in Africa,
North & Central America and the Caribbean, South
America, Oceania and Europe are made.

For the first time, including hosts Russia, all 209
FIFA members entered the World Cup, and
although Zimbabwe and Indonesia were later
banned because of infringements, 183 countries
are still in contention to head to Russia and the 32-
team finals in three years time.

The qualifying competitions started earlier this
year in both CONCACAF and Asia so the third
round of the CONCACAF zone will be drawn, but
not the next round of the Asian competition as the
second round has not yet been completed.

There will  be plenty of attention on the
European qualifiers as ever, with world champions
Germany among the nine top European seeds
along with Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal,
Romania, England, Spain, Croatia and Wales,
among the top seeds for the first time.

Intriguingly Germany could be drawn in the
same group as Italy, who are in pot two, and are
the only country Germany have played more than
once in competitive matches and never beaten.

They have failed to beat them eight times,
including the 1970 World Cup semi-final in Mexico
which Italy won 4-3 yet acclaimed by German fans
in a nationwide poll in 1999 as their “match of the
century” even though they lost it. —Reuters

Putin, Blatter put troubles

aside for 2018 World Cup

ST.PETERSBURG: Men walk along a hall close to the Constantine (Konstantinovsky) Palace in St.
Petersburg where the Preliminary draw for the 2018 FIFA World Cup will be held on July 25. —AFP

CAF title-winning coaches

in key showdown
JOHANNESBURG: CAF Champions
League-winning coaches Kheireddine
Madoui and Diego Garzitto come face to
face this weekend in a crucial match day 3
encounter for their clubs.

Madoui guides title-holders Algerians
Entente Setif and Garzitto, whose glory
came with Democratic Republic of Congo
outfit TP Mazembe, steers Sudanese Al
Merrikh.

Setif were surprise winners of the mar-
quee African club football competition last
year with then 37-year-old Madoui becom-
ing the youngest coach to achieve the feat.

Widely travelled Italian Garzitto guided
Mazembe to glory in 2009 and his two-leg
final triumph, like that of Madoui, was
achieved via the away-goal rule.

Setif and Merrikh go into the Group B
showdown in Algeria level on three points
after two rounds of the six-matchday series
with both clubs winning and losing.

The defending champions slumped 2-1
at home to USM Alger and won 1-0 away to
Mouloudia El Eulma through a stoppage-
time own-goal in games against fellow
Algerian clubs.

Merrikh kicked off with a 2-0 home vic-
tory over Eulma and lost 1-0 away to USM
with a late Sudanese equaliser controver-
sially disallowed.  

A USM side coached by caretaker
Miloud Hamdi top the table on six points,
have two matches against struggling
Eulma ahead, and are looking good to win
the mini-league.

So, the pressure in on Setif and Merrikh,
with their back-to-back matches in Algeria
and Sudan likely to determine who
advances to the semi-finals with USM.

While Madoui and Garzitto naturally
want six points, both would probably be
satisfied with four from a home win and an
away draw. A concern for Setif are woeful
Champions League home results when it
comes to group games.

The Black Eagles have been victorious

just once in seven mini-league matches,
against Zimbabweans Dynamos five years
ago, drawn four and lost two.

Merrikh are equally dismal when it
comes to mini-league away results with a
draw and three losses, but the spirited
showing against USM will  encourage
Garzitto.

“Merrikh have been making early exits
from the Champions League for far too
long,” said the 65-year-old. “We achieved
our first goal this year by reaching the
group stage after a few scares and our next
ambition is a semi-finals place.”

What Setif and Merrikh desperately lack
are consistent scorers with no player from
either side managing more than two goals
from qualifying and group games. 

France-born El-Hedi Belameiri, whose
six goals last season made him joint lead-
ing Champions League scorer, has claimed
just one in Africa this year.

Another Champions League-winning
coach, Mohamed Youssef, takes charge of
Egyptians Smouha in the competition for
the first time when they host Group A
strugglers Mazembe.

Co-favourites with Setif for the 2015
title, the Congolese have failed to score in
draws at home to Sudanese Al Hilal and
away to Moroccans Moghreb Tetouan.

No goals in 180 minutes is not what club
president Moise Katumbi expects from an
expensively assembled squad of
Congolese, Ghanaian, Malian, Tanzanian
and Zambian stars coached by Frenchman
Patrice Carteron.

Group debutants Tetouan have fared
disappointingly after the mid-year transfer
abroad of leading scorer Mouhcine Iajour,
surrendering a two-goal lead to lose at
Smouha and failing to score when held by
Mazembe. However, a home victory over
impressive Hilal by at least two goals and a
draw between Smouha and Mazembe
would lift the Moroccans from the bottom
of the table to the top. —AFP

River Plate in

Libertadores final 
ASUNCION: River Plate came back from a
goal down to draw 1-1 with Guarani on
Tuesday and secure a 3-1 aggregate win
that takes them into their first Libertadores
Cup final since 1996.

Guarani, bidding to become the third
Paraguayan team in three years to reach
the final of South America’s equivalent of
the Champions League, took the lead in
the 61st minute when Fernando Fernandez
latched on to a cross after Marcelo Palau
had hit the post with a header.

The home side had chances to get the
second goal that would take the game to
penalties, but also left space at the back
and River took advantage in 78th minute
when they killed the tie off with a vital
away goal on the counter attack.

Substitute Fernando Cavenaghi put
Lucas Alario through and his lob from the
edge of the box bounced once before hit-
ting the roof of the net.

It was his first goal for the club since
signing at the start of the July and sent the
10,000 fans who had crossed the border
from Argentina into raptures.

“It was the most important goal of my
life,” the 22-year Alario told a television
reporter after the game. The win was also a
personal triumph for coach Marcelo
Gallardo, who played for the club the last
time they won the tournament in 1996.

“It’s enormously satisfying to play a
much-awaited Libertadores final again
after so long,” Gallardo said. “We had the
game under control.

“ Their  goal  came at  an impor tant
moment and they put us under pres-
sure but we knew how to handle it.” The
Buenos Aires club now await the result
of Wednesday ’s second semi-f inal  in
Mexico between Tigres and Brazil ian
club Internacional, who won the first
leg 2-1. —Reuters

ASUNCION: Luis De La Cruz of Paraguay’s Guarani falls on the pitch as he struggles
for control of the ball against Tabare Viudez of Argentina’s River Plate during a Copa
Libertadores semifinal soccer game. —AP
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SAN JOSE: Tommy Thompson (22) of the San Jose Earthquakes (left) battles for possession against Adnan Januzaj (11) of Manchester United at the Avaya Stadium. —AP

PASADENA: LA Galaxy’s goalkeeper Brian Rowe punches through the players dur-
ing the FC Barcelona vs. LA Galaxy soccer match at the Rose Bowl. —AP

SAN JOSE: Louis van Gaal criticized new signing
Bastian Schweinsteiger and his Manchester United
team mates after the Premier League giants eased
to a 3-1 victory over the San Jose Earthquakes.

United recorded a second straight victory on
their US tour and never really looked troubled
against their mid-table opponents from Major
League Soccer.

Juan Mata and man-of-the-match Memphis
Depay scored first half goals for United before
Brazilian youngster Andreas Pereira added a third in
the second half.

But United boss van Gaal was furious at the per-
formance of his team after the break when he made
10 changes, including the introduction of
Schweinsteiger.

“The first half I was satisfied-the players have
performed what we wanted in the defensive organ-
ization, and they have created a lot of chances, 10,
and they scored two goals so I was satisfied,” van
Gaal said. “But the second half I thought we played
very bad-a lot of ball losses, very unnecessary. The
only highlight was the goal from Pereira. 

“We didn’t give many chances away but we gave
possibilities away. “It was a threat always and that
was not necessary. “Our positions in midfield were
not so good as in the first half.”

Asked to assess the performance of new sign-
ing Schweinsteiger, van Gaal didn’t mince his words.
“He was also bad,” the Dutchman said, warning it
would take time for the German World Cup-winner
to settle in at United after arriving from Bayern

Munich. “Players can play bad, certainly when you
have only three days or six days training session in
your legs and you have to play 45 minutes. 

“Everybody can think it is easy to step in but it is
not easy. I thought the first match (Schweinsteiger)
played very well and now he played bad but that is
also a process.”

Van Gaal however would have drawn encour-
agement from the display of Depay, who complet-
ed a $38.9 million move to Old Trafford in June.

With former United boss Alex Ferguson amongst
an 18,000-capacity sell-out at San Jose’s Avaya
Stadium, United eased into their attacking stride
quickly.  They created a promising opening after
only four minutes when Depay broke forward men-
acingly before whipping in a low shot which was

parried clear by San Jose goalkeeper David
Bingham.

Four minutes later, United threatened again
when Luke Shaw powered down the left flank and
crossed for Wayne Rooney who was just unable to
make contact.

United finally broke through on 32 minutes.
Ashley Young fed Mata who cut into the penalty
area and chipped across goal to beat Bingham off
the far post. 

Five minutes later United were 2-0 up when
Depay, by far the sharpest of United’s attackers on
display, pounced on a poor back pass by Jean
Baptist Pierazzi to coolly tuck away his finish.

But a largely trouble-free opening 45 minutes
was blotted shortly before half-time as San Jose

pulled a goal back through Fatai Alashe. 
Shea Salinas embarrassed Morgan Schneiderlin

down the right flank, feinting past the midfielder far
too easily before picking out Alashe with a low cross
to finish past United goalkeeper Sam Johnstone. 

The mass of substitutions at half-time disrupted
United’s rhythm but they were soon back in the
goalscoring groove with Pereira making at 3-1 on 61
minutes. England Under-21 international Jesse
Lingard chipped in a pinpoint cross from the right
flank and Brazilian youngster Pereira lost his marker
to steer home past Bingham. United will play
European champions Barcelona in their match of
the International Champions Cup exhibition tourna-
ment on Saturday at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara,
home of the San Francisco 49ers. —AFP

PASADENA: Goals from Luis Suarez and Sergi
Roberto lifted Barcelona to a 2-1 victory over
the Los Angeles Galaxy on Tuesday that manag-
er Luis Enrique called an encouraging start to
the European Champions’ North American tour.

Uruguay international Suarez came out on
top in a clash with former Liverpool team-mate
Steven Gerrard-the Galaxy’s latest acquisition
from Europe.

His 45th-minute strike and Roberto’s 56th-
minute goal ensured that even without such
stars as Argentina’s Lionel Messi and Brazilian
Neymar-let off the pre-season tour after Copa
America duty-Barcelona got the win their domi-
nant performance deserved in front of 93,226
fans at Pasadena’s Rose Bowl. It was the largest
crowd ever to watch a match featuring a Major
League Soccer club.

“Based on what a first game of the pre-sea-
son looks like, considering we’ve only had
about seven days of practice, a lot of traveling,
overall I feel very positive,” the coach said.
“Overall, our players look good.” Barcelona,
preparing to defend their La Liga, Copa Del Rey
and Champions League treble, effectively neu-
tralized any threat from Gerrard and Galaxy
teammate Robbie Keane, while pressing relent-
lessly themselves.

They were finally rewarded in the 45th
minute when Suarez fired a left-footed shot
past Galaxy keeper Brian Rowe after Rafinha’s
deflected cross was moved on by Marc Bartra.

Suarez had been off-target from the center
of the area in the 11th and from long range in
the 23rd, while Rowe made a diving save of
Roberto’s attempt from outside the box in the
35th.

“I’m happy with the way the team played,
with the level, the intensity,” Luis Enrique said,
while stressing that “everything can be better.”

Both teams made wholesale changes at the

break, with Suarez among the seven Barcelona
players to depart and Andres Iniesta and Gerard
Pique entering the game.

Galaxy coach Bruce Arena went even fur-
ther, but Luis Enrique said such sweeping
changes were “logical” for both teams. His
moves allowed him to give more of his men a
chance to get back into the groove, while he felt
his opposite number Bruce Arena was wise to
avoid excessive wear and tear on key players
like Gerrard and Keane with his team in the
midst of their MLS title defence.

Arena was delighted to give his younger
players-many of them second-teamers-the
experience. “I don’t think Keane and Gerrard
need these games as much as the young kids
need the experience,” Arena said.  “You can tell
them a lot of things, but until they actually step
on the field and experience it against quality
players, they don’t fully comprehend.  Tonight
for our young players it was an invaluable expe-
rience.”

The changes didn’t slow Barca, with Douglas
going close in the 47th minute and Pique test-
ing substitute Galaxy keeper Andrew Wolverton
in the 53rd after a pass from Munir.

Munir also helped set up Roberto’s 56th-
minute strike from the edge of the box-which
brought joyous cheers of “Barca! Barca!” from
the crowd.

The minority of Galaxy fans in the stands, on
a balmy night in the foothills northeast of Los
Angeles, had few real scoring chance to cheer,
although Tommy Meyer grabbed a consolation
goal in the first minute of injury time, heading
in from close range. The Galaxy now head back
into MLS action, visiting the Dynamo in
Houston on Sunday. Barcelona next travel up
the coast to take on Manchester United on
Saturday at Levi’s Stadium, home of the NFL’s
San Francisco 49ers.—-AFP

MONTREAL: Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho insists the Premier League
champions have no plans to make significant additions to his squad, reveal-
ing that he is relishing the prospect of mounting a title defence with the
same set of players.

Apart from the arrival of striker Radamel Falcao and the departure of
goalkeeper Petr Cech, Chelsea have been largely inactive in the summer
transfer window while rivals such as Manchester United have spent heavily. 

And although Chelsea continue to be linked to a move for Everton’s
English defender John Stones, Mourinho is adamant there is no chance of
the club making a major splurge in the transfer market.

“In this moment we don’t want players,” Mourinho said. “Of course we
must be ready because the market is open and if someone comes for one of
our players with a bid, we must be ready to act.”  Mourinho confirmed the
club was likely to offload defender Filipe Luis and would seek a replacement.
“We need a left back because I think we will sell Filipe Luis, so we need to go
to the market. But other positions we have no space.” 

While the likes of Manchester United have bolstered their squad with an
array of high-calibre signings including German World Cup-winner Bastian
Schweinsteiger and Morgan Schneiderlin, Mourinho insists he is happy with
what he has. 

Asked if he was targeting the Champions League this season, he replied:
“It’s not my main objective. I have only one objective-to win tomorrow.  “I
have no other objectives other than to improve, improve and improve. 

“It’s a nice challenge to improve with no new players. I think the players
we have are happy because the club trusts them. “We are saying ‘You are the
champions, we trust you, we believe in you.’”  Mourinho revealed Chelsea’s
coaching staff were focusing instead on trying to make the team more
“unpredictable”.  “We have exactly the same players, the squad and the team
is basically the same,” Mourinho said. “We are just going to try and add some
things we are competing against teams who are going to be better because
of the money they’ve spent. A team that buys one, two, three or four players
and spends 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 million is going to improve. 

“So we have to improve what we have already. We are trying to give them
some new qualities, try to be a little bit more unpredictable and go through
the season with high motivation.”

Chelsea, who are basing themselves in Montreal for the duration of their
pre-season tour, play their opening game against the New York Red Bulls in
New Jersey yesterday.

They play Paris Saint-Germain in Charlotte on Saturday before winding
up the tour against Barcelona next week in Washington.—AFP
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HYDERABAD: An Indian salesperson calculates the price of gold bracelets at a jewelers in Hyderabad yesterday. Gold fell by INR 108 to trade at INR 24,689 per 10 grams in futures trade yesterday, largely in line with a weak trend
overseas. — AFP (See Page 24)

SAN FRANCISCO: Yahoo swung to a loss in the
second quarter, but revenues grew as the Internet
pioneer refocused its efforts on mobile and other
growing sectors. The $22 million loss in Tuesday’s
earnings report compared with a profit of $270
million in the same period a year ago. But chief
executive Marissa Mayer said she was pleased
with the revenue growth, saying, “Yahoo’s trans-
formation continues to make great progress.”

Total revenues jumped nearly 15 percent to
$1.24 billion, led by what Mayer has dubbed the
new emerging areas for Yahoo of “Mavens,” or
mobile, video, native advertising and social. “Our
Mavens investment businesses across mobile,
video, native and social grew to nearly $400 mil-
lion in revenue this quarter, delivering 60 per-
cent...  growth year-over-year,” she said in a state-
ment. For overall revenues, it was the best top-
line growth in nearly nine years, Mayer said.

Yahoo has been struggling in recent years
since losing its lead in Internet search to Google,
and has been aiming for new niches under
Mayer’s leadership. A key asset for Yahoo is its

stake in Chinese online giant Alibaba. That stake
is to be spun off into a separate company later
this year. Yahoo made no comment about its
awaited ruling by the US Internal Revenue
Service on whether the transaction will be tax-
free but said the spinoff was on track to be com-
pleted by the end of the year. Yahoo has warned
in the filing that there could be tax implications,
potentially in the billions of dollars. The Alibaba
stake is worth some $30 billion, and the spinoff is
expected to add to pressure on Mayer and Yahoo
to show growth in the core business.

Inform, connect, entertain
Mayer said she sees Yahoo’s focus on “search,

communications and digital content that inform,
connect and entertain our users.” She especially
expressed optimism about mobile search, where
Yahoo has a better opportunity to gain market
share. “Mobile has fundamentally changed the
search landscape,” she said. With its own mobile
search engine dubbed Gemini, Mayer said “we
believe we can deliver a better, more intuitive

experience... we will continue to innovate and we
are very excited about the future.” She said search
remains a key area for Yahoo and that mobile
search “is fertile ground for innovation.” Mayer
said Yahoo also sees potential gains from video,
digital magazines and its Tumblr blogging plat-
form, acquired in 2013 to help Yahoo connect
with younger online users.

But she said the coming quarter may see
“pressure” on revenues because of investment in
new products, and that it may be difficult to
match the totals from a year ago when it saw
some one-time gains. Yahoo last week formally
notified US regulators that it is spinning off its
stake in Alibaba to an independent new company
called Aabaco Holdings. Aabaco will wind up
owning approximately 384 million shares of
Alibaba Group, representing an interest of about
15 percent, according to a filing with the US
Securities and Exchange Commission. The move
was designed to sidestep taxes and appease
investors eager to tap into Yahoo’s multibillion-
dollar stake in Alibaba. — AFP 

Yahoo swings to loss as revenues rise
Internet-media company misses earnings expectations

CALIFORNIA: Photo shows signage outside Yahoo’s headquarters in Sunnyvale, Calif.
Yahoo reports quarterly financial results on Tuesday, July 21, 2015. — AP 

ATHENS: The jury is still out on whether Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras is the man who capitulated
to “blackmail” from Greece’s international credi-
tors, or pulled his country back from the abyss.
The charismatic young premier has a reputation
for bold gambles, but he took one of his boldest
yet on July 13 by agreeing to exactly the kind of
tough economic reforms he had previously
rejected. Tsipras and his radical-left party Syriza
swept to power in January on an anti-austerity
ticket, accusing Greece’s creditors of bringing the
country to its knees through steep spending cuts.

The cash-for-reforms deal reached last week,
worth up to 86 billion euros ($93 billion) over
three years, includes more pain in the form of tax
hikes, as well as a pensions overhaul and privati-
zations the government had previously opposed.
Many Greeks viewed it as a humiliating climb-
down. But Tsipras-who barely has time to eat or
sleep, according to his mother has fiercely argued
it was the only way to stop his country from
crashing out of the euro and into the unknown.

“I had specific choices before me: one was to
accept a deal I disagree with on many points,
another was a disorderly default,” he said in an
impassioned appeal to parliament before a vote
on the measures last week. That vote saw a major
rebellion amongst his own lawmakers, and
Tsipras only managed to get it passed with oppo-
sition help. Outside, anti-austerity protesters
lobbed petrol bombs at police. The hashtag
#ThisIsACoup trended on Twitter. Most analysts
say early elections are inevitable if the Syriza
mutiny continues, although a government
spokeswoman insisted on Monday: “Elections are
not useful at the moment, and the government

has no intention of organising any.” Tsipras faces a
second vote on measures tied to the bailout.
While this bill is less controversial than the sweep-
ing changes to Greece’s taxes, pensions and labor
rules that 32 Syriza MPs rejected last week, the
vote remains a crucial test of the premier ’s
authority. Pro-government newspaper Avgi said
on Sunday that the vote would be a “crash test”
that could even result in Tsipras’s resignation. “If
there are new losses, in whatever form, (Tsipras)
will hand back his mandate,” the daily said.

Rebel who backed down
A fan of Che Guevara and a hater of neck-ties,

40-year-old Tsipras forged his firebrand image
early in life, protesting as a teenager for students’
right to skip class if they want. He met Betty
Baziana-the mother of his two boys at high
school, when both joined the Communist Youth.
An engineer by training, Tsipras was born in the
suburbs of Athens in 1974, the year which
marked the collapse of a seven-year army dicta-
torship that mercilessly persecuted leftists and
Communists. His early steps in politics were
informed by hard-left positions even as he took
up with different parties, winning a seat on
Athens’s municipal council with Synaspismos, a
left-wing coalition, in 2007.  He was elected
Synaspismos leader the following year, and Syriza
leader in 2008, aged just 34.

In Brussels, his erratic negotiating tactics infu-
riated creditors, who accused the Greeks of gam-
bling the country’s future by engaging in irre-
sponsible brinkmanship-notably by calling a snap
referendum on the bailout, urging citizens to
reject the proposals. —AFP

Alexis Tsipras: Selfless 
statesman or sellout?

NEW YORK: The Iran nuclear pact could eventual-
ly help thousands of Iranian-Americans who have
struggled with red tape, shuttered accounts, and
even criminal prosecution to conduct bank trans-
actions, although relief seems unlikely anytime
soon. As Washington tightened sanctions on
nearly all trade with Iran in recent years, interna-
tional banking transfers that most Americans take
for granted have become increasingly fraught for
the roughly 500,000 US-based Iranian-Americans.

Iranian-Americans and their families seeking
to send and receive remittances have been hard
hit, from students at US universities in need of
tuition money from home to Iranian-Americans
trying to settle estates of deceased parents in
Iran. “My money is there, but I cannot use it here,”
said Reza Hedayati, a New York radiologist who
has not seen a cent of the proceeds from the
recent sale of a family home back in Iran.
Hedayati, 70, who moved to the United States in
1973, has yet to figure out how to get the money
out of Iran. The historic deal signed last week by
Iran and six major powers offers a glimmer of
hope for people like Hedayati. It will eventually
lift some restrictions on dealing with several
major Iranian banks.

The US trade ban still makes direct transfers
between US and Iranian banks impossible, but
the change could open ways for European or Gulf
banks to act as intermediaries for money transfers
between family members in the United States
and Iran. A carve-out to the US trade ban with
Iran allows for family remittances, but those funds

have to be routed through third-country financial
entities that deal with Iran. With a range of non-
nuclear US sanctions on Iran staying in place,
major banks remain highly wary of dealing with
Iranian institutions. 

The US Treasury is not expected to relax its
designation of the entire Iranian financial sector
as a “primary money laundering concern.” About a
dozen mostly European banks, including HSBC
Holdings Plc and BNP Paribas, have paid nearly
$14 billion in US penalties for sanctions-busting
since 2009. Nonetheless, some foreign financial
institutions will eventually want to test the
waters, said Eytan J. Fisch, former assistant policy
director for the US Treasury Department’s Office
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), which oversees
the sanctions. “It will be kind of a slow building
process but I do think it will happen,” said Fisch,
now a lawyer for Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP in Washington who advises financial
institutions.

Ensnared
Some transactions, such as selling property in

Iran, require a permit from OFAC which also typi-
cally authorizes the seller to transfer the pro-
ceeds. Lawyers say that the process to get the
sale permit can take six months or longer and
legal fees can run from $2,000 to $12,000. “A lot of
these transactions which are legally possible are
logistically challenging,” said Farhad Alavi, a
lawyer in Washington who helps Iranian-
Americans facilitate remittances to and from Iran.

OFAC did not immediately respond to a request
for comment. Iranian-Americans more often have
to turn to unofficial currency exchangers in coun-
tries such as Turkey or the United Arab Emirates
to transfer money between Iran and the United
States.

Many of those institutions are also used by
money launderers and other criminal networks,
raising red flags with bank compliance officers,
US regulators and prosecutors. Several major US
banks contacted by Reuters, including Bank of
America Corp, JPMorgan Chase & Co and
Citigroup Inc declined to comment on how or
whether they planned to change their policies on
dealing with Iran. Years of sanctions have snared
some Iranian-Americans. In one prominent case,
federal agents in 2010 stormed the home of
Mahmoud Reza Banki, an Iranian immigrant and
US citizen working for McKinsey & Co in New
York, after he received about $3.4 million from
family members in Iran.

He said the money, which he declared on his
taxes and used partly to purchase a New York
apartment, came from his mother’s divorce settle-
ment. The 39-year-old was denied bail, convicted
of conspiracy to violate sanctions laws and sen-
tenced to 2-1/2 years in prison.  An appeals court
overturned the conviction in 2012, but not before
Banki had served 22 months in jail. Banki, who still
has a criminal record for making false statements,
told Reuters he shared a maximum security cell
with a convicted murderer at one point and is still
struggling to find work. —Reuters

Iran deal offers faint hope for 
Iranian-American banking woes
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EXCHANGE RATES
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.459
Indian Rupees 4.783
Pakistani Rupees 2.987
Srilankan Rupees 2.271
Nepali Rupees 3.000
Singapore Dollar 223.550
Hongkong Dollar 39.200
Bangladesh Taka 3.905
Philippine Peso 6.722
Thai Baht 8.825
Malaysian Ringgit 80.370

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.057
Qatari Riyal 83.496
Omani Riyal 789.500
Bahraini Dinar 807.230
UAE Dirham 82.757

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 41.965
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.042
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.418
Tunisian Dinar 154.060
Jordanian Dinar 4.289
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.039
Syrian Lira 2.166
Morocco Dirham 31.063

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.380
Euro 333.720
Sterling Pound 474.230
Canadian dollar 235.320
Turkish lira 113.360
Swiss Franc 318.620
US Dollar Buying 302.600

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007927 0.008927
British Pound 0.466018 0.475018
Czech Korune 0.004272 0.016272
Danish Krone 0.040522 0.045522
Euro 0.326713 0.334713
Norwegian Krone 0.033469 0.038669
Romanian Leu 0.087148 0.087148
Slovakia 0.009071 0.019071
Swedish Krona 0.031597 0.036597
Swiss Franc 0.310256 0.320456
Turkish Lira 0.114077 0.121077

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.216809 0.228309
New Zealand Dollar 0.194470 0.203970

America
Canadian Dollar 0.228910 0.237410
US Dollars 0.300200 0.304200

US Dollars Mint 0.300200 0.304200
Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003562 0.004162
Chinese Yuan 0.047545 0.051045
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037097 0.039847
Indian Rupee 0.004701 0.005091
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002372 0.002552
Kenyan Shilling 0.003157 0.003157
Korean Won 0.000254 0.000269
Malaysian Ringgit 0.076827 0.082827
Nepalese Rupee 0.003047 0.003217
Pakistan Rupee 0.002816 0.003096
Philippine Peso 0.006635 0.006915
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.219459 0.225459
South African Rand 0.018622 0.027122
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001868 0.002448
Taiwan 0.009709 0.009889
Thai Baht 0.008632 0.0009182

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799372 0.807372
Egyptian Pound 0.040236 0.043066
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000192 0.000252
Jordanian Dinar 0.424190 0.431690
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019905 0.043905
Nigerian Naira 0.001255 0.001890
Omani Riyal 0.783080 0.788760
Qatar Riyal 0.082735 0.083948
Saudi Riyal 0.080377 0.081077
Syrian Pound 0.001288 0.001508
Tunisian Dinar 0.150835 0.158835
Turkish Lira 0.114077 0.121077
UAE Dirhams 0.081732 0.082881
Yemeni Riyal 0.001373 0.001453

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 202.79
Canadian Dollar 238.40
Swiss Franc 322.36
Euro 334.25
US Dollar 303.95
Sterling Pound 477.19
Japanese Yen 2.49
Bangladesh Taka 3.902
Indian Rupee 4.783
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.270
Nepali Rupee 2.992
Pakistani Rupee 2.985
UAE Dirhams 82.70
Bahraini Dinar 806.76
Egyptian Pound 38.71
Jordanian Dinar 431.79
Omani Riyal 788.29
Qatari Riyal 83.70
Saudi Riyal 80.97

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.700
Canadian Dollar 236.335
Sterling Pound 475.440
Euro 330.150
Swiss Frank 292.045
Bahrain Dinar 806.855
UAE Dirhams 83.065
Qatari Riyals 91.075

Saudi Riyals 81.790
Jordanian Dinar 428.365
Egyptian Pound 38.712
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.270
Indian Rupees 4.779
Pakistani Rupees 2.986
Bangladesh Taka 3.899
Philippines Pesso 6.709
Cyprus pound 579.020
Japanese Yen 3.445
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.985
Malaysian Ringgit 80.805
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.295
Thai Bhat 9.850
Turkish Lira 114.840

GOLD
20 gram 224.570
10 gram 114.980
5  gram 58.180

HAMBURG: I ran has imposed import
duties on wheat and barley, an Iranian gov-
ernment regulation document seen by
Reuters yesterday showed, hurting hope
for more trade after the country’s historic
nuclear deal. The wheat duty is 1,500 rials
per kilo, or about $45 to $50 a ton, accord-
ing to the document, a level that would
render wheat imports commercially unfea-
sible, traders said. 

“The import duty shows that Iran does
not have a pressing import need and is in a
relaxed enough supply position to support
its farmers by reducing imports,” one
European trader said. “It also indicates that
large wheat import purchases are not to be
expected from Iran following the big
nuclear agreement.” Iran was never barred
from buying food under Western sanctions
over its disputed nuclear program, but EU
and US sanctions have made trade more
difficult by hindering payments and ocean
shipping.

Iran agreed with world powers this week
to curb its nuclear program in return for the
lifting of sanctions. Despite the deal, Iran is
not expected to move back into world
wheat markets quickly, with financial sanc-
tions also expected to take some time to
remove. The new wheat duty has been
imposed for the next year and the barley
duty until Sept 22, 2015, the regulation
seen by Reuters said. “The duty will mean
wheat imports are not worthwhile, except
possibly for some Russian wheat,” another
trader said. “Wheat imports are likely in lat-

er months but are not seen as needed
now.”

Traders said the move was seen as an
effort to protect Iranian farmers from cheap
imports and to prevent imported grain
being re-sold to the government at higher
prices under the country’s scheme of state
purchases from farmers at guaranteed
prices. “The Iranians seem to have had a
decent harvest and I think they have large
wheat stocks following their import pro-
gram in the last year,” one European trader
said. “The move seems to indicate the desire
to support farmers is greater than the need
to undertake imports even though easier
trading conditions are expected following
the nuclear deal.” “Barley is likely to be
imported sooner after the state purchasing
period from farmers is over.”

The import duties apply to all private
sector importers, traders and mills, traders
said. But the duty does not apply to the
state import agencies Government Trading
Corporation of Iran (GTC) or the State
Livestock Affairs Logistic Co (SLAL), the reg-
ulation said. “Imported wheat is currently
about $50 a ton cheaper than the price
Iranian farmers get from the government in
its state purchasing program,” another trad-
er said. “The duty will make it more worth-
while for Iranian flour mills to buy local
wheat instead of making imports.” “There is
also a lot of talk that some imported wheat
has been resold into the Iranian govern-
ment’s farmer purchasing scheme at a prof-
it.”—Reuters

Iran slaps import duty on wheat and barley

Move seen ‘supporting domestic farmers’

MORLAIX: Farmers use tractors and burn tires, hay and manure as they block the highway between Morlaix and Brest during a demonstration
against the market prices of their product, yesterday in Morlaix, western of France. — AFP 

PARIS: The French government yesterday
unveiled a package worth more than 600 million
euros ($655 million) for farmers, after days of
protests that have blocked cities, roads and
tourist sites. Prime Minister Manuel Valls
declared: “We hear the anguish of the farmers,”
many of whom say they are on the brink of
bankruptcy due to falling prices and increased
competition. “We have seen a fear of the future
but also the desire to do a job that is more than
a job: being a farmer means making a lot of sac-
rifices ... and contributing to the unique job of
feeding the French people,” Valls told reporters.
Valls said the government would waive around
100 million euros in taxes and set aside a further
500 million euros to give farmers more time to
pay various debts and taxes.

In addition, France’s public investment bank
will guarantee 500 million euros in loans for
farmers to ease their cashflow crisis. In recent
days, farmers have dumped manure in cities,
blocked access roads and motorways and hin-
dered tourists from reaching Mont St-Michel in
northern France, one of France’s most visited
sites. Overnight Tuesday, farmers briefly blocked
the A1 motorway, a key artery between Paris
and northern France, with around 500 tractors.
Before the measures were announced, the head

of the powerful FNSEA farmers’ union, Xavier
Beulin, said he expected the protests to contin-
ue, adding they “could be extended to other
regions on Wednesday.”

Jean-Pierre Fleury, head of a union represent-
ing beef producers, said: “The farmers will not let
up, for the simple reason they are fighting for
their lives.” A combination of changing dietary
habits-French consumers are eating less meat-
and foreign competition has driven down pork,
beef and milk prices. Farmers blame supermar-
kets, distributors and the food processing indus-
try for keeping prices low. Retailers and food
industry chiefs promised to raise prices on meat
and dairy after meeting farmers last month, but
the farmers say price hikes in supermarkets have
yet to filter down to them.

‘Exasperation and anger’
Agriculture Minister Stephane Le Foll has said

around 10 percent of farms in France (approxi-
mately 22,000 operations) are on the brink of
bankruptcy with a combined debt of 1.0 billion
euros ($1.1 billion), according to the FNSEA.
While the farmers’ actions have grown more vio-
lent over the past few days, anger has been
mounting since the beginning of the month,
with around 12,000 farmers in total protesting

across the country. “There is a sort of exaspera-
tion and anger that has been rising for weeks.
You can’t say you weren’t warned,” stressed
Beulin. Although agriculture only accounts for
two percent of French gross domestic product,
farming provides nearly one million jobs directly
or indirectly and politicians pay close heed to
the industry’s mood. The dairy industry has suf-
fered a triple shock from the Russian embargo
on Western products over the Ukraine crisis, a
dip in Chinese demand and the end in April of
European milk quotas.

According to recent figures from the French
agriculture ministry, the price of milk bought
from the producer plunged by 12 percent in
May compared with the same month the previ-
ous year-to 303 euros per 1,000 liters. Meat pro-
ducers have also been hit  by the Russian
embargo and are battling strong competition
from neighboring countries such as Spain,
Germany and the Netherlands. Valls has also
stressed that “the government cannot act
alone”. He called on “everyone to live up to their
responsibilities”, including retailers and the
food processing industry. Hollande has also
insisted that consumers play their role, calling
on them to “eat French-produced food as much
as possible.”— AFP 

France unveils 600m-euro 

plan for crisis-hit farmers

LONDON: Global regulators may ease
restrictions on asset-backed or pooled-
debt in a policy shift  that banks and
European policymakers say is needed if
financial markets are to play a bigger role
in funding economic growth, two financial
industry sources said on Tuesday. Pooled-
debt or asset-backed securities (ABS)
based on poor quality US home loans
were blamed for triggering the 2007-09
financial crisis, leading to tougher rules for
these financial instruments. This tarnished
the asset-backed market that is roughly
still only half its pre-crisis size in Europe,
though it has rebounded in the United
States.

The European Union is working on
reforms of asset-backed securities to try to
revive the market so it can contribute to
funding for businesses that in Europe
largely rely on banks for money. These
reforms would seek to cut capital charges
on high quality securitized debt. Now the
global Basel Committee of banking super-
visors has also begun a fundamental
review of how much capital banks should
hold against assets such as pooled or
securitized debt on their trading books.
This week it sent a questionnaire to banks
to test the impact of lower capital charges
on securitized debt based on high quality
loans. “ They have lowered the capital
requirements on securitization, which is
going with the political wind,” a senior
European banking source who has read
the questionnaire told Reuters.

Until now there has been no sign that

global regulators were willing to follow the
European Union’s lead and thereby avoid
fragmenting the asset-backed market,
which currently operates as a global mar-
ket, without regional constraints. Basel’s
questionnaire follows calls in February
from three lobby groups, the International
Swaps and Derivatives Association, the
Global Financial Markets Association, and
the Institute of International Finance, for
more flexibility on securitized debt. The
three trade bodies have said it is important
to avoid making the product uneconomic
at a time when political objectives in many
countries focus on reviving the market and
broadening the available sources of fund-
ing.

Basel’s questionnaire is a sign of possi-
ble flexibility in its trading book review in
other ways too. The questionnaire also
tests the climate for ditching so-called
“asymmetric  correlations” or  capital
charges for covering less well-hedged
positions in the asset-backed market.
Banks argued the original proposal could
lead to unrealistically high capital charges
for well-hedged positions as well. “It looks
much better,” the banking source said of
the latest questionnaire. But the Basel
committee is also testing opinions about
a new capital charge to cover products
that are not covered by broader rules on
asset-backed securities. Basel wants to
wrap up work on its trading book review
by the end of this year and then decide
on when the changes must be intro-
duced.—Reuters

Regulators may ease rules 

for asset-backed financing

LONDON: New rules making it easier for
Britons to switch banks resulted in a 4 per-
cent increase in customers moving accounts
in the year to the end of June, the body
overseeing the system said yesterday. Data
from Bacs showed that there were 1.1 mil-
lion switches compared with 1.06 million
over the same period one year before. The

new rules, introduced in October 2013,
ensure customers can switch accounts with-
in seven working days, with all outgoing
and incoming payments automatically
transferred. 

Bacs said 69 percent of Britons were now
aware of the service compared with 58 per-
cent in the month of its launch. The rules are

part of measures designed to break the
dominance of Britain’s five biggest banks -
Lloyds, RBS, Barclays, HSBC and Santander
UK which provide more than four out of five
UK personal current accounts. Britain’s com-
petition watchdog is investigating whether
there is effective competition in the market
for personal current accounts and is due to

report its findings by the end of September.
The Competition and Markets Authority

(CMA) said in November that banks had not
done enough to meet the needs of retail
customers or small businesses. It could rec-
ommend banks are broken up to increase
competition. Santander attracted the most
new net accounts, followed by Halifax,

which is owned by Lloyds while Barclays
and NatWest, owned by RBS, lost the most
customers. Santander has benefited from
the popularity of its 1-2-3 current account,
which pays higher-than-average interest
rates on deposits of up to 20,000 pounds.
Halifax has offered cash payments to new
customers.—Reuters

More Britons ditch their banks after new UK rules
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NAIROBI: When US President Barack
Obama comes to Nairobi this weekend
to open an international business con-
ference, motorbike taxi driver Evans
Makori will watch him drive by, hoping
his dreams come true. The 35-year-old
father of two school-age boys is a fan of
new motorbike venture Kibo, which
aims to build bikes fit for Kenya’s roads
and turn their drivers into small business
owners. While in Nairobi, Obama is due
to address the Global Entrepreneurship
Summit where the focus will  be on
smart, educated young people with
techy dreams.

But manufacturing and the proletari-
an aspirations of motorbike taxi drivers
are as important if Kenya is to grasp its
potential. Kenya’s motorbike taxis, popu-
lar but dangerous, are as likely to land
you in the casualty department as get
you to a meeting on time. Known as
boda-bodas, they’re cheaply made,
poorly maintained and badly driven.
Kibo hopes to change all that, turning
out sturdy bikes in Kenya and providing
maintenance, road safety and business
training as well as micro-finance loans.

“Motorcycle taxis transport people
and goods at an affordable price, creat-
ing mobility at the bottom of the pyra-
mid,” said Huib van de Grijspaarde, the
40-year-old Dutch entrepreneur, devel-
opment economist and motorbike
enthusiast behind Kibo Africa. For him
the project is about easing the flow of
people and goods and releasing the
entrepreneurial spirit by turning renter-
riders into owners.

Bad roads, heavy loads   
As in many other African countries,

motorbikes in Kenya are workhorses not
hobbies. It’s not unusual to see a generic
125cc Chinese bike bouncing along a
potholed road carrying two adult pas-
sengers plus the driver, or loaded with
piles of 25 kilo sacks. Or the bike may be
so laden with chickens that it looks like a
motorized hen, or maybe it’s racing in
the wrong direction along a triple-lane
motorway. Kibo’s 150cc motorcycle is
built for bad roads and heavy loads: it is
long and tall  with a strong tubular
exoskeleton, heavy-duty suspension and
off-road tyres. Riders who join the pro-
gram will also be equipped with hel-
mets, padded jackets and reflective
vests.

Makori rides a cheap, imported 125cc
Skygo bike from his usual waiting area at
Nairobi’s Nyayo Stadium. He pays 400
shillings (3.60 euros) a day to rent the
bike and earns a profit of around 600
shillings (5.40 euros) a day, after fuel. He
has a couple of dozen regular clients as
well as daily passing trade. Makori is
taken with the Kibo bike’s design-”I
dream of that motorcycle every day”-
and its strength. “ The road here in
Kenya is not good, the infrastructure is
not friendly, but the Kibo is somehow
durable,” he said.

But it is the promise of ownership,
and of being his own boss, that is most
attractive. “I didn’t look at the money, I
looked at that motorcycle as a bridge
that can take me from one place to
another,” said Makori. It’s ambition like
Makori’s that attracted Grijspaarde to
Kenya rather than, for instance, Ghana
where he was “discouraged by the lack
of entrepreneurship and drive”. “The
Kenyan mindset was an important ele-

ment,” he said, alongside the country’s
economic growth and expanding but
fragmented motorcycle market.

Built for, not in, Africa   
Kibo is built for Africa, but not yet in

Africa. User groups of riders, owners,
passengers and mechanics were con-
vened in 2011 to work out what was
wrong with currently available bikes.
The bike was designed in Holland,
going through eight iterations before
arriving at the K150, which will be avail-
able later this year.

Currently the bike’s 256 parts are
manufactured abroad in China, Europe
and Taiwan, shipped to Kenya and
assembled in 50 steps in the Kibo facto-
ry, in the industrial sprawl connecting
downtown Nairobi to the city’s airport.
The directions to get there include
turning right at piles of broken glass.
Kibo is aiming to produce 10,000 bikes
a year by 2019. “To scale up production,
we have to move manufacturing to
Kenya,” said Henk Veldman, managing
director of Kibo Africa.  The bike is
expensive, costing around 300,000
shillings (2,700 euros, $2,950) and paid
off over two years. The amount is simi-
lar to what Makori pays in rental fees
over the same period. And at the end
the rider owns the bike and all the prof-
it  that fol lows.  The most popular
imported bikes cost around 110,000
shillings (1,000 euros) but are barely
useable after two years of being over-
loaded and driven on Kenya’s awful
roads. The Kibo is designed to run for
much longer with maintenance a core
part of the plan and, as important, busi-
ness training. “You’re an entrepreneur

now with money coming in and out,”
said Veldman, “You need to think about
customer relations.” For boda-boda pas-
sengers the experience is often hair-
raising and rarely pleasant, especially
for women. 

Male drivers with often poor person-
al hygiene have a habit of squeezing the
brake hard when a female passenger is
on board, causing her to lurch forwards
and press her body, unwillingly, against

him. This was one of the main gripes
among female passengers in the user
groups. Safety is also built into the bike,
from the strong external frame to the
fuel tank’s unusually high position
designed to discourage the placing of
packages, or child passengers, on top.
“It’s about saving lives, improving road
safety and enabling the building of a
business through ownership of a good
asset,” said Grijspaarde.— AFP 

Motorbike riders aim to be Kenyan next entrepreneurs

ATHENS: Mechanic Giorgos Prasinoudis fixes the brakes of a motorcycle at his closed repair shop in Athens said. Uncertainty over Greece’s
bailout and recent capital controls have led to a new spate of store closures in Greek capital. — AP 

ATHENS: Greece risks seeing a wave of companies
forced out of business within weeks because of
restrictions on foreign transfers that have persisted
even after banks reopened this week, the head of
the Athens Chamber of Commerce warned yester-
day. In a letter to the finance ministry, Constantinos
Michalos said the restrictions meant that companies
which relied on foreign suppliers were unable to pay
their bills, creating “huge problems” in many sectors.

“We must tell you that the vast majority of Greek
companies are a step away from being forced to
shut down operations,” he said in the letter, made
public by the Athens Chamber of Commerce. He
said that if capital controls were still in place by mid-
August, companies would start going out of busi-
ness. There was no immediate response from the
ministry. Following last week’s agreement with for-
eign creditors that unlocked emergency European
Central Bank credit for the tottering banking sector,
bank branches have reopened this week, with
slightly more flexible withdrawal limits.

But while that has been welcome to individuals,
the letter is the latest sign that businesses have seen
little relief from the end of the so-called “bank holi-
day”. “All the money that the country got in these
days after the deal has gone to salaries and pensions
and resupplying ATMs with cash. There was no allo-
cation for bank transactions for the companies,”
Michalos said. He cited the example of a large com-
pany in the food sector, which applied to the com-
mittee set up to approve foreign transactions for
permission to pay 650,000 euros ($700,000) for
imported supplies. Only 9,000 euros was approved.

“This is not even funny. The company will be
unable to operate, and they are one of the biggest
players in the Greek market,” he told Reuters. “How
will they keep open and keep their employees if
they can’t produce?” Although Athens is due to start
negotiations over a third bailout package worth up
to 86 billion euros, doubts remain over whether the
agreement can be concluded and whether Greece
will manage to meet the tough conditions attached.

Sensitivity
Alarmed by the uncertainty facing Greece and

speculation that it could be forced out of the euro,
many foreign suppliers of Greek companies have
taken a hard line, scrapping their normal settlement
periods and insisting on payment upfront as they
assess their position. Even well-established Greek

businesses have experienced problems with suppli-
ers more concerned about the overall situation of
the country than about the position of individual
clients.

“Many of them, which have been paid normally
within 60-90 day in the past, have started asking
for advance payments since capital controls start-
ed,” said Vasiliki Mourafeti, purchasing manager for
Pitsos, Greece’s largest producer and importer of
electronic devices. “We import screws, chemicals,
plastics, metal sheets, handles and electronics for
our production. Suppliers that send us materials
every two weeks have told us that Greece is bank-
rupt and they weren’t willing to deliver any more
unless payment was in full and in advance,” she
said.

For large companies with foreign connections
like Pitsos, part of German consumer electronics
group BSH, there are ways to settle bills using exist-

ing foreign accounts but the problem is also affect-
ing domestic suppliers as well. The tougher condi-
tions have created shortages and backlogs right
along the production and supply chain, with ripple
effects that can pop up in sometimes unexpected
ways, complicating life for business already dealing
with severe economic crisis.

Dimitris Koutroubas, head of procurement at
Sidenor, the largest steel producer in Greece, said
that foreign subsidiaries enabled it to smooth
problems with paying suppliers outside Greece but
everyday business had become much more com-
plicated. “Our current problem now is that we have
some supplies that we pay for in cash against doc-
uments,” he said. “The materials have arrived at the
port and they can’t pass through customs, as we
have to give them documents that are at the bank,
and the bank cannot provide us with the docu-
ments as they can’t pay.”—Reuters

Greek business warn of closures; 

capital controls choke supplies

‘Vast majority’ of Greek firms under threat

BRUSSELS: The EU ordered France’s electricity
giant EDF to repay the French state 1.37 billion
euros ($1.5 billion) in back taxes yesterday, in a
case dating from 1997. “ The European
Commission has decided that Electricite de
France (EDF), the main electricity provider in
France, has been granted tax breaks incompat-
ible with EU rules on State aid,” the European
Union’s executive body said in a statement.
The case has wormed its way through the EU
court and regulatory system since 2003 and
the decision by the EU sent EDF’s shares
plunging by 2.8 percent in afternoon trading
on the Paris stock exchange.

EDF is now an international player in pro-
viding electricity, relying on France’s 58
nuclear reactors, as well as developing new
plants, notably the controversial Hinkley Point
project in Britain. “The Commission’s investiga-
tion confirmed that EDF received an individ-
ual, unjustified tax exemption which gave it an
advantage to the detriment of its competitors,
in breach of EU State aid rules,” EU

Competition Commissioner Margrethe
Vestager said in a statement. At heart of the
ruling is a 1997 decision by French tax authori-
ties to exempt EDF from a decade’s worth of
corporation tax on investments in France’s
high-voltage transmission network.

The Commission said this tax break, nomi-
nally available to any company, was unjustified
as no private company would have made the
same, highly unprofitable investment. “It is
therefore state aid that has strengthened EDF’s
position to the detriment of its competitors,
without furthering any objective of common
interest,” the commission said. French
Economy Minister Emmanuel Macron told
reporters in Paris that the EU’s decision would
in no way “fragilise” the finances of EDF. In
1997, EDF was a fully-fledged unit of the
French state, with no meaningful competitor
on the French market. Today EDF is a publically
traded company that competes for electricity
markets worldwide, but remains 85 percent
owned by the French state. — AFP 

EU orders France’s EDF 

to repay huge tax break

Greek bailout vote test 

Syriza party’s rebellion
ATHENS: Greece’s leftist government urged
disgruntled lawmakers yesterday to back
reforms required for talks on a rescue deal
to start, as Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
faced his second major test in parliament in
a week. A first set of reforms that focused
largely on tax hikes and budget discipline
triggered a rebellion in his party last week
and passed only thanks to votes from pro-
EU opposition parties. The bill lawmakers
voted yesterday covers rules for dealing
with failed banks and speeding up the jus-
tice system-two more conditions set by the
euro zone and IMF to open negotiations on
a 86 billion euro rescue loan.

The legislation is all but certain to pass,
despite planned protests, after opposition
parties said they would back it. But with
divisions in Tsipras’ leftist Syriza party laid
bare by last week’s rebellion by 39
deputies, yesterday’s vote was closely mon-
itored to see if he loses even more support.
“We are making an effort to have fewer dis-
senters,” Health Minister Panagiotis
Kouroumplis told Greek television. He said
there were doubts about whether the new
measures could pull the recession-hit econ-
omy out of its impasse. “But since we
agreed, we must implement them.” The
government hopes negotiations on the
bailout deal can start this week and be
wrapped up by Aug 20. “It ’s extremely
important to wrap up this prior actions
procedure so that we can start negotiations
on Friday,” Finance Minister Euclid
Tsakalotos told lawmakers as they began
debating the bill.

Together with his coalition partners
from the right-wing nationalist
Independent Greeks, Tsipras has 162 seats
in the 300-seat parliament. But last week’s
rebellion cut his support to just 123 votes
and government officials have said elec-
tions are likely in the autumn. “Rendezvous
in September,” the pro-Syriza Avgi newspa-
per wrote on its front page, saying a party
congress was likely then, with elections
lurking in the background. “Possibly, we
will go to elections when this is needed,”
government spokeswoman Olga Gerovasili
told Greek radio. “Right now, this won’t be
useful. It’s more important that the country
returns to a kind of normality,” she said.

Tsipras himself has said he disagrees
with the measures demanded by Greece’s
euro zone peers and other international
creditors for talks to proceed on a third
bailout to save the country from bankrupt-
cy. But after he made a U-turn by accepting
a deal at the 11th hour to keep his country
in the euro, he told party hardliners on
Tuesday they, too, should face reality and
back the package. “Up until today I’ve seen
reactions, I’ve read heroic statements but I

haven’t heard any alternative proposal,” he
told Syriza officials on Tuesday, warning
that party hardliners could not ignore the
desire of most Greeks to stay in the euro.

Protest rallies
In first signs of a return to normality,

Greek banks reopened on Monday and
Athens paid debts due to the European
Central Bank and International Monetary
Fund. On Tuesday, Standard & Poor ’s
upgraded Greece’s sovereign credit rating
by two notches, saying the country’s liquid-
ity perspective has improved with bailout
talks. But fresh austerity measures are hard
to accept in a country whose economy has
contracted by a quarter during five years of
crisis and where unemployment is more
than 25 percent. The main public sector
union ADEDY, the communist-affiliated par-
ty PAME and anti-establishment groups
have called rallies. “We will continue our
battle so that the new barbaric bailout
does not pass and is overturned,” ADEDY
said in a statement, urging Greeks to rally
against “a neocolonial control” of the coun-
try by the EU and the IMF.

Anti-austerity rallies last week briefly
turned violent when masked youths
hurled petrol bombs at police as lawmak-
ers were debating the first bailout bill. With
mistrust among euro zone countries still
high despite the deal struck last week to
launch bailout talks, a senior German law-
maker in Chancellor Angela Merkel’s con-
servative party warned Greece it would
not get aid if it backtracked on reform
commitments. “We are keeping a close eye
on whether Athens not only adopts the
reforms, but also implements them,”
Gunther Krichbaum, chairman of the
German parliament’s Europe committee,
told the newspaper Bild. “Greece must ful-
fill the conditions, otherwise the money
cannot flow.”

The bill will be adopted into Greek law
new European Union rules on dealing with
failed banks, imposing losses on sharehold-
ers and creditors of ailing lenders before
any taxpayers’ money can be tapped in a
bank rescue. It also deals with sensitive
issues affecting forced home foreclosures,
which banks have committed not to pro-
ceed with before the end of the year.

However it will not include pension
reforms curbing early retirement or
increasing tax rates paid by farmers from
13 percent to a range of 26-33 percent to
cut out abuses - a step strongly opposed
by the conservative New Democracy party.
Tsakalotos told lawmakers Greece had
agreed with its lenders to push back the
issue of pension reforms and deal with
them during the bailout talks. — Reuters

ATHENS: A homeless person holds a newspaper as he sits at Ermou main shopping
street in Athens yesterday. — AP 

NAIROBI: Evans Makori (right) ‘boda boda’ taxi motorbike rider road tests, one
of the Kibo bikes near a warehouse in Nairobi. Kenya’s motorbike taxis are pop-
ular but dangerous: they’re as likely to land you in the casualty department as
get you to a meeting on time. — AFP 



high as the Apple news reverberated across
related tech shares.

Sterling effort
Following its tumble to a five-year low

on Monday, investors remained wary of
gold. It reversed Tuesday’s rebound to trade
down 0.7 percent on the day to $1,090.95
per ounce. “We believe gold should range
trade around current levels, but do not dis-
miss the possibility of further price falls, giv-
en the lack of safe-haven interest,” Barclays
commodities analysts wrote in a note to
clients.

Crude oil futures were still under pres-
sure too, as investors worried about ample
supply. US crude was down 1.1 percent at
$50.30 and Brent shed 0.7 percent to
$56.66. In currencies, the euro was steady at
$1.0935, consolidating its rebound from
Monday’s three-month low of $1.0808, and
the dollar index was flat at 97.380. On
Tuesday, it rose as high as 98.151, a level

not seen since late April. Sterling was the
biggest mover among major currencies, lift-
ed by the BoE minutes. It was up 0.5 per-
cent against the dollar at $1.5630 and 0.6
percent higher against the euro, pushing
the single currency back below 70.00
pence.

Standard & Poor’s upgraded Greece’s
sovereign credit rating on Tuesday by two
notches and revised its outlook to stable
from negative, citing euro zone countries’
initial agreement to start negotiations with
Athens on a third bailout. European bond
markets awaited the Greek parliament vote,
sticking to narrow ranges. Benchmark 10-
year Bund yields fell a basis point to 0.77
percent, and Italian yields were steady at
1.96 percent. “The news flow since last
week’s deal does not fill us with great hope
about the design of the pending deal, which
is one reason we retain a fairly pessimistic
view about what has been solved in
Greece,” said Michael Michaelides at RBS. —
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Gold slides to 5-year low 
after months of inertia
Shaken investors stay away from gold

HYDERABAD: An Indian salesperson calculates the price of gold bracelets at
a jewelers in Hyderabad yesterday. —AFP

LONDON: Investors seeking alternative
assets are moving on from gold, whose fail-
ure to perform when its price was expected
to rise and recent volatility as demonstrated
by Monday’s price plunge are prompting
them to seek returns and protection else-
where. While the market’s bedrock of jewelry
buyers and central banks has largely stayed
intact, the wider investment universe long
courted by banks and gold bugs is now
once-bitten, twice shy. Gold prices,
becalmed since February after two years of
losses, fell to their lowest in five years on
Monday as heavy fund liquidation in Asian
hours pushed prices down through key chart
levels, triggering a wave of stop-loss selling.

At its Monday low, it had erased half the
gains from a 12-year bull rally that ran from
1999 to a record high near $2,000 an ounce
in September 2011. The slide was reminis-
cent of gold’s dramatic retreat in the second
quarter of 2013, when prices fell nearly $200
in just two days in April, and another 11 per-
cent in June. Since then, gold has largely
underperformed even in the face of seem-
ingly positive news. When concerns over
Greece’s financial stability arose in the first
half of 2010, gold rallied 13 percent. This
year, as the prospect of Greece exiting the
euro zone altogether hit markets, gold hard-
ly moved.

“There is an argument that gold hasn’t
done a great job recently of protecting
against financial market risks, and the US
dollar has done a much better job,” Investec
Asset Management portfolio manager
George Cheveley said. “With the recovery in
the US economy, this has led to a view that
the dollar as a safe haven has re-emerged”
at the expense of gold. Data released last
week showed hedge funds and money
managers sharply reduced their expecta-
tion that gold contract prices on the US
Comex market would rise, while holdings of
the largest gold-backed exchange-traded
fund fell to their lowest on Monday since
September 2008.

Gold’s recent retreat notwithstanding, in
terms of its relative value to other assets, the
metal is still looking overvalued. “If you look
at how gold looks compared to oil or copper,
or how it looks compared to US housing, for
instance, none of these measures look partic-
ularly attractive for gold,” Barings’ director of
asset allocation research, Christopher Mahon,
said. “So not only do you have an environ-

ment that doesn’t work for gold-in other
words, a fairly normal economic recovery-
but the value isn’t there. It’s still relatively
expensive compared to where it was in 2007,
and it performs badly on days when you’d
expect it to do well. None of it really adds up.”

Rate hike prospect
Potentially positive factors for gold have

been outweighed this year by the prospect
of the first U.S. interest rate hike in nearly a
decade. Ultra-low rates helped push gold to
record highs, but a rise in rates would make it
less attractive to hold non-yielding bullion,
while boosting the dollar. “We’re still in an
environment where people are focusing on
US interest rates,” Mitsui Precious Metals ana-
lyst David Jollie said. “There is definitely a
search for yield, and commodities are just
not in favor. That will limit the number of
people who will come in.” Where once gold
played a pivotal role, it now must compete
for investors like any other asset.

Gold historically was an integral part of
the financial system, with the ‘gold standard’
pegging the value of a given currency to a
set quantity of gold. The standard was
steadily abandoned throughout the last cen-
tury, and as European central banks sold
their reserves throughout the 1990s, gold
drifted towards 20-year lows. The market
turned around in 1999 after the central
banks agreed to cap their sales, before surg-
ing during the financial crisis that kicked off
in 2007. Prices jumped 30 percent that year,
and averaged annual gains of 15 percent for
the next five years. Gold attracted huge vol-
umes of investment, which fund managers
say saturated the market.

Gold’s performance over the last five
years has shown that it can sometimes fail to
perform as either the steady store of value it
proved to be in the 1990s, or as the appreci-
ating asset it was in the 2000s. “Up until three
years ago, gold as an investment asset came
up in every client meeting,” Ashok Shah,
investment director at London & Capital,
said. “Now it only comes up with very long-
term seasoned clients.” “A lot of clients have
stopped doing long-term planning,” he
added. “That has changed in favor of more
illiquid investment ideas, typically private
equity, real estate, in terms of farmland or
commercial real estate. Gold has reduced its
relevance even in long-term planning for a
lot of people.” —Reuters

LONDON: Shares fell yesterday, dragged down by
disappointment over US and European corporate
earnings, most notably at Apple Inc, the world’s
largest company. Retrenchment and caution
dominated trading in other assets, with the dollar
struggling to gain ground and commodities such
as gold and oil resuming their downturn. 

Meanwhile, the European Central Bank could
decide on providing extra liquidity to Greek
banks, while the parliament in Athens will vote on
reforms it must undertake for talks on a multi-bil-
lion euro bailout to start this week. Both could
help determine broader investor sentiment.
“Overnight losses in the US and Asia, and the fail-

ure of the US tech sector to provide earnings fire-
works-of the good kind-is weighing on Europe,”
said Brenda Kelly, head analyst at London Capital
Group.

US futures pointed to a fall of around 0.5 per-
cent at the open on the S&P 500. and 1 percent
on the Nasdaq. Apple shares were down almost 6
percent in pre-market trading as brokers started
to cut their price targets. The FTSEuroFirst 300
index of leading European shares was down a
third of one percent at 1,591 points. Germany’s
DAX fell 0.4 percent to 11,560 points and France’s
CAC 40 was down 0.3 percent at 5,091 points.
Britain’s FTSE 100 was down 1.1 percent, hit by

weakness in the mining and energy sectors, and
the latest Bank of England policy minutes which
showed “a number” of policymakers edging
towards raising rates.

European bourses were also weighed down
by a 4 percent fall in chip maker Arm Holdings.
Although ARM posted a 32 percent rise in sec-
ond-quarter profit, the results from Apple, a
major customer, hit hard. In Asia, MSCI’s broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan slid 0.9
percent, its biggest decline in two weeks. Japan’s
Nikkei stock index ended down 1.2 percent,
snapping its six-day rising streak and pulling
away from Tuesday’s nearly four-week closing

Stocks sour as Apple results leave bitter aftertaste

SINGAPORE: Oil prices fell yesterday after
industry data showed US crude inventories
rose last week when they had been expected
to drop, even as a weaker dollar helped to limit
deeper losses. Crude futures have steadied this
week after tumbling to three-months lows ear-
lier in July on concerns that higher Iranian
exports would add to an oversupplied market.
US crude held above $50 a barrel yesterday
after dipping below that mark this week for
the first time since early April. By 0657 GMT,
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) for September
delivery was trading 60 cents lower at $50.26 a
barrel, after closing 42 cent higher in the previ-
ous session.

The WTI August contract, which expired on
Tuesday, settled at $50.36 a barrel on its last
day of trade, after slipping as low as $49.77
during the session. September Brent futures
were trading 46 cents lower at $56.58 a barrel,
after rising 39 cents on Tuesday. Reuters tech-

nical analyst Wang Tao expected both bench-
marks to rebound to $51.90 and $57.97,
respectively. Prices came under pressure after
data from industry group American Petroleum
Institute (API) showed US crude stocks rose 2.3
million barrels in the week ended July 17.

In a poll by Reuters, eight analysts had fore-
cast US commercial crude oil stocks fell 2.3 mil-
lion barrels on average last week. “Any indica-
tion of rising oil inventories in this week’s EIA
weekly report is likely to weaken oil prices fur-
ther,” analysts at ANZ said in a note to clients.
The US Energy Information Administration
(EIA) report - more closely watched that the
API figures - is due out at 1430 GMT yesterday.
Besides pressure from the nuclear accord
between Iran and world powers, oil prices had
also been weighed down over the past week
as the dollar rose to three-month highs on
prospects for a US interest rate hike later this
year. —Reuters

Oil prices fall as industry data 
shows US crude stocks rising
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LONDON: British low-cost airline easyJet forecast
annual profit growth of up to 14 percent, helped by
higher demand for beach holidays which calmed fears
it had raised over its outlook. Revenue performance in
the three months to the end of June was better than
easyJet had forecast in May, boosted by increased
demand for flights to southern European resorts such
as Malaga, Alicante and Faro from northern Europe,
and Britain in particular.

Shares in easyJet, Europe’s second biggest budget
airline after Ryanair, gained 4.3 percent to 1,739 pence
at 0840 GMT, their highest level since mid-May. The

strength of the pound against the euro is making holi-
days on the continent particularly appealing for
Britons this year. The euro hit a 7-1/2-year low against
the pound last Friday, having shed around 10 percent
against the currency since the start of the year. EasyJet
did, however, warn that it faced a series of uncertain-
ties in future given the crisis in Greece, a bloody attack
on tourists in Tunisia, the impact of a fire at Fiumicino
airport in Rome and various threats of industrial
action.

Despite these uncertainties, it forecast  profit
growth of between 7 percent and 14 percent for the

year to the end of September, putting it on track to
meet analyst forecasts for a 10 percent rise. The com-
pany’s warning over revenue per seat in May had
dragged on the stock. Before Wednesday, easyJet
shares had fallen 9 percent since the statement in mid-
May compared to a 10 percent rise in Ryanair’s stock.
The divergent performances reflect concerns about
Ryanair ’s move into what has traditionally been
easyJet’s territory, after the Irish carrier polished up its
image and started adding more main city airports to
its routes.

But some analysts believe those fears are overdone.

Ryanair and easyJet compete directly on less than 5
percent of routes, and easyJet is years ahead of Ryanair
in having built a network based on so-called primary
airports closer to large cities. The easyJet strategy
would help it continue to win in what it called a “more
competitive market,” the company said. Analysts said
investors would be relieved by this latest update from
easyJet. “With all the concerns that the market has had
about excess capacity in the market and the likely
impact on yields, we believe that these results will be
well received,” Numis analyst Wynn Ellis said, referring
to yield, a measure of pricing per passenger. — Reuters

Beach holiday demand helps lift clouds for easyJet

LONDON: If there is a symbol of British ambivalence to
Europe then it may be the euro itself. The capital of
euro trading prospers outside the euro zone, but
London’s dominance of the $5.3 trillion-a-day foreign
exchange market could wane if Britain left the
European Union. While British leaders have long resis-
ted replacing pounds with euros, traders in the City of
London financial centre now buy and sell more than
twice as many euros as the whole 19-member euro-
zone and more dollars than the United States.

For four decades, London has been the undisputed
king of foreign exchange, but some investors fear that
if British voters decide to leave the EU, the City would
eventually lose its top position, especially in euro trad-
ing. “If the UK left the European Union, London’s domi-
nance of foreign exchange including euro trading
would gradually decline and then end as the flows
moved to Asia and other European capitals,” US
investor Jim Rogers, who co-founded the Quantum
Fund in 1973 with George Soros said.

“London’s dominance of the foreign exchange
market evolved �historically but evolution will contin-
ue in other places if the UK leaves. It would be foolish
to leave the EU, but politicians have done foolish
things since the beginning of time.” Twelve years after
Rogers left Quantum in 1980, Soros used the fund to
bet successfully that sterling was overvalued against
the Deutsche Mark, culminating in Britain’s biggest
financial humiliation since the sterling crisis of 1976.

On so called ‘Black Wednesday’, Sept. 16, 1992,
Prime Minister John Major was forced to pull sterling
out of the European Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM),
which had been intended to reduce exchange rate
fluctuations ahead of monetary union. Fast forward
two decades: European efforts to forge an enduring
monetary union are at the centre of a debate within
the London elite about post-imperial Britain’s place in
Europe and whether it might not be worth striking out
alone. The shadow of the euro falls across Prime
Minister David Cameron’s attempt to renegotiate
Britain’s relationship with Europe, then hold a referen-
dum on membership by the end of 2017.

‘King Of Forex’
Sold sedately for centuries at the Royal Exchange

opposite the Bank of England, foreign exchange is

now traded at high speed among mostly foreign
banks such as Citi, Deutsche Bank, Barclays, JPMorgan
and UBS. London accounts for 41 percent of global
foreign exchange turnover, more than double the
nearest competitor, New York, according to the Bank
for International Settlements. London’s closest
European competitors are Switzerland and Paris,
which each take about 3 percent of global foreign
exchange turnover. Yet London wasn’t always king of
forex: The hegemony of the pound sterling in the
British empire meant that before 1914, London played
second fiddle in forex to Paris, Vienna, Berlin and New
York. And London’s rise was partly due to good for-
tune. As the centre for global dollar trading, it benefit-
ed from the greenback’s rise. The growth of interna-
tional banking during the 1950s and 1960s put it in
pole position to benefit from the foreign exchange
trading boom when floating exchange rates were
adopted in the early 1970s.

Since UK exchange controls were scrapped in
1979, London has thrived as a centre for everything
from foreign exchange and bonds to derivatives and
fund management, making it the largest net exporter
of financial services in the world. By the end of that
decade Britain was top, and its dominance has
strengthened ever since. Though the euro’s introduc-
tion reduced the number of currencies traded,
London emerged as the global centre for the most
traded currency pair, EUR/USD. “If Britain left the EU,
that trade is gone,” said one senior European diplomat,
waving his hand. “The first thing Berlin and Paris
would do is to sit down and say: ‘How do we bring that
business back?’”

‘Treasure island’
London offers by far the deepest pool of capital in

the time zone between Asia and the United States, but
also a feast for the global merchant: property rights, a
small army of lawyers and accountants, luxury proper-
ty and shopping, quality private education and a
wider cultural renaissance unmatched in Europe. To be
sure, London’s trading cables and wider pull, com-
bined with institutional inertia, mean that any shift to
the continent after a so-called “Brexit” would be grad-
ual. “The wires that make the trading of FX electronic
are all in London and so a quick move from the UK to

Europe would require infrastructure spending,” said
Robert Savage, the CEO of CC Track Solutions, a New
York-based hedge fund with $100 million under man-
agement. But over the longer term, he sees foreign
exchange trading moving away from London and
Europe if Britain leaves the EU. “The volume of busi-
ness in FX is likely to shift from the EU and UK to the
US and Asia,” Savage said. “Big picture, the flow of capi-
tal is the driver of FX markets and the Asian centers are
on the rise.”

Britain’s allies say leaving the world’s biggest trad-
ing bloc would be foolhardy, leaving London’s finan-
cial powerhouse subject to rules it would no longer
influence and turning it into an insignificant offshore
‘Treasure Island’. Opponents of the EU say London
would thrive outside. They note that doomsters cried
wolf in the 1990s, warning that London would wither
as a financial centre if Britain didn’t dump sterling and
join the euro. That did not come to pass. For
Eurosceptics, the five-year euro zone debt crisis and
Greece’s near bankruptcy are evidence of a flawed
monetary union that is doomed unless it integrates
more deeply, a step that would consign Britain to the
sidelines.

‘Remorseless logic’
Cameron had a front row seat for Black Wednesday

as a 25-year-old adviser to Britain’s then finance minis-
ter, Norman Lamont. He has promised to keep Britain
out of the euro forever, and few British voters would
countenance dropping sterling. That leaves Britain
firmly outside the increasingly influential 19-nation
euro zone core of the broader 28-member EU.
Greece’s fate was determined by Germany and France,
not Britain, which has refused to contribute to any
fresh bailout. Cameron is now set on defending the
City from what his finance minister calls the ‘remorse-
less logic’ of euro zone integration. “We, almost alone
among the non-euro members, have no commitment
to join the single currency - and no realistic prospect
of wanting to do so,” that most powerful minister,
George Osborne, told London financiers last month.
Osborne, who is Cameron’s heir apparent, said Britain
wants “fairness between the euro-ins and the euro-
outs enshrined, and the integrity of the single market
preserved”.—Reuters

‘Brexit’ fears haunt London’s
roaring trade in euros

BEIJING: A man reads a newspaper beside an electric tricycle on a street corner in Beijing
yesterday. — AFP 

BEIJING: The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has told China about its concern over
investors’ ability to enter or leave Chinese
financial markets as they wish, said sources
with direct knowledge of the matter. Those
worries were raised last month when the IMF
met with Chinese officials in China to discuss
the chances of including the yuan in the
fund’s basket of currencies, also known as the
Special Drawing Rights (SDR).

The SDR is an international reserve asset,
and Beijing has been lobbying the IMF to
include the yuan in the basket to boost the
currency’s global clout to complement a ris-
ing Chinese economy and reduce China’s
reliance on the dollar. The talks were held
before Chinese shares plunged as much as a
third in late June, prompting Beijing to stage
its biggest-ever rescue of the stock market.
The measures, which included steps such as
barring some investors from selling their
shares, drew criticism of unwarranted govern-
ment interference and cast doubt on China’s
appetite for market reforms.

The IMF requires any SDR currency to be
“freely usable”, a criteria that US Treasury

Secretary Jack Lew said in April that China has
yet to meet. The sources said the IMF had
asked China - which still has a closed capital
account - to improve the transparency of its
financial markets, but said the fund did not
voice any concerns about the yuan’s value. It
also did not flag any issues with the yuan’s
exchange rate mechanism, in particular the
way China fixes a mid-point for the yuan
every day from which it can rise or fall 2 per-
cent, they said.

China’s central bank, which the sources
said had held the talks with the IMF, declined
to comment. The fund, when asked about the
discussions, said, “The five-yearly SDR review
is underway and the technical work is ongo-
ing.” IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde
said in March that it is a matter of time before
the yuan is incorporated into the SDR, but the
fund has otherwise given no public indication
on whether it thinks the yuan is ready for the
basket. The SDR is set to be formally reviewed
in the autumn. A 70 or 85 percent majority of
the IMF council is needed to support any
changes, which will take effect in January
2016. — Reuters

IMF worried about investors’ 
mobility in Chinese markets 

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing
and most developed telecom operator,
announced its exclusive partnership
with MBC Group which allows its cus-
tomers to pay subscription fees of
SHAHID PLUS, the number one
Premium Video on Demand (VOD)
Service in the Arab world.  In an initia-
tive that is the first of its kind in Kuwait,
VIVA’s customers can pay subscription
fees from their mobile devices. The
agreement became possible because of
the strategic partnership between MBC
Group and Intigral, the Middle East
leading digital hub.

Through this agreement, VIVA’s cus-
tomers will be able to enjoy receiving
the paid package from SHAHID PLUS to
watch the latest movies without com-
mercial breaks along with premium TV
shows and series for 2 KD only, where
payment will be settled without a cred-
it card, but directly charged to VIVA
customers’ monthly post-paid bill or
debited from their prepaid account.
Anoud Motheeb, Marketing Director at
VIVA said: “We are pleased to bring the
latest and most advanced innovations
to our customers, and through our
partnership with MBC Group we are
delivering the best viewing experience
to them. VIVA is dedicated to create
new and innovative ways to reach out
to its customers and present them with
exciting new products and services
that meet their needs and expecta-
tions.” 

Abe Naga, Head of Digital at MBC
Group added that: “We’re delighted to

partner with Kuwait’s fastest growing
telecom operator as a first step to pres-
ent SHAHID PLUS service to its cus-
tomers and offer them a different pay-
ment method. SHAHID PLUS became as
a value added service to SHAHID the
most popular and successful Premium
Video on Demand (VOD) Service in the
Arab world, which we always proud and
working to bring all that is new.”

SHAHID is the number one
Premium Video On Demand (VOD)
Service in the Arab world that allows
watching Arabic movies and programs
via online streaming service owned by
MBC Group, and air various TV shows
and movies aired on famous Arabic net-
works. The unique and exclusive service
will enable VIVA’s customers to enjoy
watching their favorite TV shows, and
premium Arabic movies without using
their credit cards for payments  and the
same would be directly charged to their
monthly post-paid bill or debited from
their prepaid account. 

VIVA aims to always provide its cus-
tomers with a complete data solution
that allows customers to enjoy uninter-
rupted data streaming, and its commit-
ment to offering its customers the latest
in the world of technology. To find out
more about the new payment solution
on SHAHID PLUS, or about VIVA’s
numerous competitions, promotions,
products and packages visit any of the
69 VIVA branches, one of the VIVA
authorized distributors, the company’s
website at www.viva.com.kw or contact
its 24 hour call center at 102.  

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi Islamic
Bank (ADIB), a tier one financial
services company, has reported
a net profit of AED 502.6 million
for the second quarter of 2015, a
10.5 percent increase from a
year earlier, as the number of
customers increased by 31.9 per-
cent, reflecting the continued
growth of its main banking
activities across all customer
segments. This record second
quarter financial performance
was underpinned by the contin-
ued strength of the main bank-
ing business across all customer
segments in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

Total assets increased by 8.9
percent year on year to AED
115.1 billion. Customer deposits
increased 12.7 percent to AED
89.1 billion, while net customer
financing grew by 14.9 percent
to AED 74.5 billion. ADIB has
achieved steady improvement in
overall asset quality levels, with
total non-performing accounts
as a percentage of gross cus-
tomer financing reducing to 4.1
percent as of 30 June 2015, from
7.1 percent a year earlier. “This
has been another good quarter
for ADIB as we remain focused
on our strategy of delivering val-
ue to shareholders and enhanc-
ing the banking experience for
our customers,” said Tirad Al
Mahmoud, Chief Executive
Officer of ADIB.

“We are firmly embracing dig-
ital technology and will soon be
redefining our branches and
augmenting our delivery sys-
tems to meet the developing
needs of our customers. We are
also launching an equity capital
raising program which follows a
period of expansion for the bank
and will support us as we contin-
ue on our strong growth trajec-
tory.” As an early adopter of Basel
III requirements, ADIB has main-
tained its position as one of the
most liquid banks in the UAE
while simultaneously continuing
to manage its cost of funding.
Customer deposits increased by
12.7 percent year on year to AED
89.1 billion as of 30 June 2015.

Equity stood at AED 13.7 bil-
lion at the half year, an increase
of 5.9% year-on-year and a 3-
year compounded growth rate

of 16.8%. Given the 14.9% year-
on-year growth in net customer
financing assets, including the
acquisition of the Barclay’s UAE
Retail Banking business and the
change introduced by the
Central Bank of the UAE to the
treatment of risk-weighted
assets in mid-2014, ADIB’s capi-
tal adequacy ratio under Basel II
principles now stands at 14.01%
with the Basel II Tier 1 capital
ratio at 13.47%. ADIB’s capital
ratios continue to be well above
the UAE Central Bank’s pre-
scribed minimums of 12 percent
for capital adequacy and 8 per-
cent for tier 1.

During the second quarter,
ADIB shareholders approved a
common equity rights issue of
AED 504 million and an increase
in the bank’s authorization for
issuing sharia-compliant tier 1
capital instruments to $3 billion
from the previous limit of $2 bil-
lion. This gives the bank the flex-
ibility to issue capital instru-
ments if and when required.
ADIB is further enhancing its
strategic positioning as one of
the top retail banks in the UAE,
with a network of 88 branches,
737 ATMs and market leading
mobile and internet banking
platforms. Aiming to be the
biggest retail bank by assets by
2020, ADIB is enhancing its cus-
tomer experience to better serve
its significant core UAE National
individual and corporate cus-
tomers, and to expand further
into all major expatriate cus-
tomer segments.

Meanwhile, fee income is also
rising, increasing by 19.7 percent
year on year in the second quar-
ter, as ADIB’s Corporate Finance
and Investment Banking,
Transaction Services and
Treasury units, along with Retail
and Private Banking, successfully
offered a full suite of services
across clients. ADIB has a total
number of 2,402 employees and
remains one of the leading
banks in advocating the recruit-
ment, development and promo-
tion of local talent in all the mar-
kets in which it operates. As a
result, the bank now employs
1,112 UAE nationals, with an
Emiratisation ratio of 46.3 per-
cent. 

ADIB Q2 net profit 
increases by 10.5% 

SYDNEY: Further interest rates cuts remain
“on the table”, Australia’s central bank chief
said yesterday, as new official data showed
that Australian consumer prices rose 0.7 per-
cent in the three months to June, keeping
annual inflation subdued. Reserve Bank of
Australia governor Glenn Stevens said weak
economic growth had seen the cash rate
decline to “very low levels”. “The question of
whether they might be reduced further
remains, as I have said before, on the table,”
Stevens said in a speech in Sydney. 

“But in answering that question, it is not
quite good enough simply to say that evi-
dence of continuing softness should necessar-
ily result in further cuts in rates, without con-
sidering the longer-term risks involved.” The
Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase in the
second-quarter, driven by a rise in petrol
prices, followed a 0.2 percent lift in the first
three months of the year, the Australian
Bureau of Statistics reported.

It took the annual headline rate of inflation
to 1.5 percent. The latest figures were broadly
in line with market expectations, with econo-
mists forecasting a 0.8 percent rise for the
period for an annual reading of 1.7 percent.
The Australian dollar rose slightly, buying
74.29 US cents after the data was released.
Underlying or core inflation, which strips out
volatile items and is more closely watched by
the RBA, was 0.55 percent for the quarter to
take the annual rate to 2.3 percent. The annual
core reading fell comfortably within the RBA’s
two to three percent inflation target band.

Record-low interest rates 
The central bank has slashed the cash rate

by 50 basis points this year-in February and

May-to take it to a new record-low of 2.0 per-
cent to boost growth as Australia struggles to
shift away from an unprecedented mining
investment boom that has helped the econo-
my avoid recession for more than two
decades.

“In terms of what the RBA would do, this is
middle-of-the-road, it doesn’t change their
assessment either way,” JP Morgan’s chief
economist for Australia Stephen Walters told
AFP of the CPI data. “Inflation’s been quite low
for a while and that’s why they’ve been cut-
ting interest rates.” Fuel prices jumped 12.2
percent in the June quarter, while medical and
hospital services rose 4.5 percent and new
owner-occupier housing purchases by 1.5 per-
cent. The Australian economy has been sub-
dued, with spending in non-mining sectors so
far failing to fill the gap left by falling
resources investment. The unemployment
rate has hovered around a decade-high of 6.0
percent over the past year and wages growth
is weak.

Stevens said the labor market remained
subdued but “appears to be better than we
had expected three or six months ago”.
“Employment growth has picked up notice-
ably, and hours worked have also increased,”
he said. “ The rate of unemployment is
unchanged from a year ago, whereas we had
been thinking it might be a little higher than
this by now since growth in real GDP has
been, according to the available statistics,
below trend.” HSBC’s chief economist for
Australia Paul Bloxham said the recent signs of
improvement in labor force and business con-
ditions could leave the central bank with “little
motivation for cutting rates at this point in
time”.— AFP 

Interest rate cuts ‘on table’;
Australia inflation stays soft

SYDNEY: People pass a clothes store in Sydney. Australian consumer prices rose 0.7 per-
cent in the three months to June official data showed but annual inflation was soft, giving
the central bank leeway to lower interest rates. — AFP 

VIVA, MBC to launch mobile
payment for ‘SHAHID PLUS’ 



KUWAIT: KIPCO - the Kuwait Projects
Company - has announced a net profit of
KD25.4 million ($84.1 million) in the first six
months of 2015, an increase of 17 per cent
on the KD21.7 million ($71.8 million)
reported for the same period last year. In
the second quarter (the three months end-
ed 30 June, 2015), KIPCO made a net profit
of KD13.4 million ($44.4 million), an
increase of 17.5 per cent on the KD 11.4
million ($37.7 million) profit reported in the
same period of 2014. KIPCO’s total revenue
for the first six months of 2015 increased
5.2 per cent to KD 304 million ($1.01 billion)
compared to the KD289 million ($ 957 mil-
lion) for the first half of 2014. 

The company also saw a 4.4 per cent rise
in operating profit before provisions for the
first half of 2015 to KD 81 million ($268 mil-
lion) from the KD77.6 million ($257 million)
reported in the first half of 2014. KIPCO’s
consolidated assets increased in the first
half of 2015 to KD 9.6 billion ($31.8 billion)
from KD 9.3 billion ($30.8 billion) at year-
end 2014. Tariq AbdulSalam, KIPCO’s Chief
Executive Officer - Investments, said the
company’s first half results reflect the con-
tinued strong performance of KIPCO’s core
businesses, in line with the company’s
objectives for the year: “At our Shafafiyah
Investors’ Forum in March, we announced
that we aim to double our 2014 profits by

2018. The results of the first six months of
the year are on course to achieving this
objective, as our core companies continue
to grow their revenue and operating profit.
The performance of our core companies is
on track, and we expect them to continue
to deliver positive performance for the
remainder of 2015.” 

B U S I N E S S
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HUNCHUN: At China’s very farthest limits, a town sand-
wiched between North Korea and Russia stands at the
heart of Beijing’s plan to revitalize its bleak, frigid north-
eastern rustbelt. Beijing has a vision of turning the nonde-
script outpost of Hunchun into a regional Asian trading
hub, and is spending tens of billions of dollars to turn it
into reality. Less than 70 kilometers away in North Korea,
the port of Rason offers access to the sea and a shorter
trade route to Japan, one of China’s biggest trading part-
ners, than almost any of its own harbors. 

But the ambitious plan relies on Russian and North
Korean co-operation and implementation, making it a
monumental gamble. “Hunchun is the effective tip of the
commercial spear for China as it tries to get more reliable
access to the sea,” said Adam Cathcart, a professor at Leeds
University in Britain who also runs SinoNK.com, a website
on China-North Korea relations. “China is more broadly try-
ing to make its frontiers more prosperous and open in
terms of trade and less restive and more easily controlled,”
he added.

Hunchun has a population of only 225,000 but
received investments totaling more than 100 billion yuan
($16 billion) last year from government and private

sources, according to the commerce ministry. A 42 billion
yuan high-speed railway running 360 kilometers (225
miles) and connecting it to the Jilin provincial capital
Changchun is slated to open by October. City officials
have budgeted 30 billion yuan to build a tri-national
tourist zone enabling visitors to play golf in Russia during
the day, dine in China and then gamble at a North Korean
casino for the evening.

But the North can be a difficult business partner.
Pyongyang has long earned hard currency from seafood
exports but restaurateur Li Zhao pointed to a tank of
North Korean king crabs he sells for more than 250 yuan
each. “There’s no predictable supply for these crabs, some-
times we’ll have too many and then none at all for weeks,”
he said. “It’s not worth the hassle.”

Dusty offices   
China’s northeast used to be the country’s industrial

heartland, but market reforms introduced in the 1980s
and 1990s led to massive layoffs at the state-owned com-
panies that dominated the region. Chinese President Xi
Jinping visited Jilin at the weekend and stressed the area’s
importance to economic restructuring and international

co-operation, the official Xinhua news agency reported.
But last year China’s three northeastern provinces-
Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning-took three of the bottom
four positions in China’s provincial economic growth table.
Many of Hunchun’s ethnic Korean Chinese citizens have
left to work for South Korean companies, either in China
or the South itself, like Jin Huxin, who only returned from
Shanghai because her mother fell ill.

“Anyone with education or skills has already left to find
work elsewhere, but if the government wants this massive
trade hub to succeed, they need qualified workers,” she
said. The only foreigners to be seen were a few Russian
customers in Hunchun’s main shopping area. China’s
biggest northern neighbor has economic problems of its
own, battered by Western sanctions over Ukraine and low
energy prices. At the Sino-Russian Trade Complex, a busi-
ness park on Hunchun’s outskirts, the 2,700-square meter
China Restaurant, topped with a Cyrillic sign, had long
been abandoned. A dusty office building called the
International Trade Center was available for rent.

‘Completely unpredictable’
China’s biggest joint economic project with the North

so far has been in Rason, a special economic zone where it
invested in two ports. But visitors describe little shipping
and only a handful of operating businesses, while many
Hunchun locals say relations with North Korea have been
frigid in recent years. Two Chinese entrepreneurs who
have done business in Rason said their confidence was
deeply shaken in 2013 when Pyongyang purged and exe-
cuted Jang Song-Thaek-previously its point man on rela-
tions with China. In the article announcing his death and
branding him a “traitor”, the official Korean Central News
Agency said Jang sold “off the land of the Rason economic
and trade zone to a foreign country for a period of five
decades”.

Chinese entrepreneurs describe arbitrary delays and a
frustrating business climate. “Doing business in North
Korea is completely unpredictable, they’re really irrespon-
sible,” Peter Wu said. He has been negotiating for almost a
year to build a factory in North Korea to make a medicinal
herbal drink for export to China, but after spending more
than 100,000 yuan has nothing to show for his efforts.
“There’s silence for months on the North Korean side and
then finally, just when you think you’ve reached a deal, all
the rules change and you need to start over.” —AFP

China bets on North Korea in gamble to save rustbelt

DUBAI: Luxury automotive brand Mercedes-
Benz has earned the ‘Luxury Automobile &
Services’ award at the Arab Luxury World PR
Awards held last month at Pacha Ibiza in Dubai.
The award recognized a two-stage PR campaign
comprised of a  media event featuring the win-
ning Mercedes AMG Petronas team, followed by
the AMG Performance Tour 2015 driving experi-
ence, both of which took place in Abu Dhabi last
year and earlier this year. 

The second annual edition of the highly
acclaimed Arab luxury conference launched a
special awards ceremony honoring the region’s
leading contribution to Public Relations and
Brand Communication excellence and innova-
tion in the luxury sector. The awards were
judged by a panel of expert luxury marketers
reviewing public relations and brand communi-
cations campaigns released between April 2014
and March 2015. 

Commenting on the award Dirk Fetzer,
Director Sales and Marketing at Daimler Middle
East & Levant said: “Ensuring our brand is always
in the lead entails hard work, planning and con-
tinuous investment. We would like to extend our
gratitude to Arab Luxury World and the panel of
judges for recognizing our work and for provid-
ing this excellent platform for the Middle East
luxury industry. To receive this award is indeed
an honor for Mercedes-Benz.”

The multi-stage Mercedes-Benz campaign
ran between November 2014 and February
2015, and highlighted the AMG sub brand’s dis-
tinctive “Driving Performance” DNA. The first
stage offered select media and VIP customers an
exclusive opportunity to preview the new

Mercedes-AMG GT S in the presence of the
Mercedes AMG Petronas team at an exclusive
event on the eve of the 2014 Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix. The event was organized in partnership
with Emirates Motor Company (EMC), Mercedes-
Benz general distributor in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi and Al-Ain and the flagship company of Al
Fahim Group.

The second stage was comprised of a highly

exclusive experiential track driving event - the
AMG Performance Tour - enabling VIP cus-
tomers and select media to experience the full
range of Mercedes-AMG vehicles on the race-
track at the Yas Marina Formula 1 Circuit in Abu
Dhabi. This once-in-a-lifetime experience also
included the debut of the much anticipated
Mercedes-AMG GT S and brand new Mercedes-
AMG C 63 models.

Mercedes-Benz wins ‘Best Luxury 
Automobile & Services’ award

DUBAI: Daimler AG has appointed Mark De
Haes as President and CEO of Daimler
Middle East & Levant (DMEL). From the
company’s regional headquarters in the
UAE, De Haes will be leading the Middle

East & Levant regions for Daimler AG,
responsible for sales and service operations
in 13 countries. A veteran of the company,
having joined Daimler AG in 1988 as a
Marketing Analyst, De Haes’ career over the
past 26 years has included a number of
increasingly senior management positions
across a variety of divisions and countries
within Europe. His most recent appoint-
ment was as CEO of Mercedes-Benz
Belgium Luxembourg, a position he held
since 2006.

“We are delighted to welcome Mark De
Haes as the new President and CEO of DMEL
and have every confidence that his contri-
bution will not only support the continued
growth of the company, but also strengthen
the overall performance of the business,”
said Dr Till Conrad, Head of Region Overseas
Mercedes-Benz Cars. “On this occasion, we
would also like to thank Mike Belk for his
valuable leadership of DMEL over the last
five years and we wish him success in his
new role as Managing Director of Mercedes-
Benz Trucks in the United Kingdom.” A
Belgian national, Mark is a graduate of the
University of Leuven - Flanders in Belgium,
and is fluent in four languages - Dutch,
German, English and French.

Daimler AG appoints 
Mark De Haes as 

DMEL President & CEO

Mark De Haes

Tariq M AbdulSalam

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
announced the four lucky winners in Al
Jawhara weekly draws during the month of
July. The draws took place under the super-
vision of Ministry of Commerce representa-
tive. Sheikh Faisal Mohammed Al-Sabah,
Mona Fahd Saqr Alamair,  and Sayed
Hussain Jaffar Hasan Alhashemi each won
KD5,000. The winners expressed their grati-
tude and thanked NBK for its great services
and promotions. NBK will  announce

Tuesday 28th July 2015, the winner in Al
Jawhara monthly prize of KD125,000.

NBK has re-launched Al Jawhara
account recently by doubling customers’
chances to win in the weekly, monthly and
quarterly draws when they do not with-
draw or transfer from their accounts. NBK
customers have chances to win KD5,000
weekly, KD125,000 monthly and a grand
prize of KD250,000 quarterly. Each KD50 in
a customer’s account entitles them to one
entry in the draw, thus more money in an
account means more chances in each draw.
The new feature introduced to al Jawhara
Account enables customers to double their
chances when maintaining their balance
without withdrawing.

Al Jawhara is the most popular prize-
giving account in Kuwait. Al Jawhara
account entitles account holders to enter
the weekly, monthly and quarterly Al
Jawhara draws. All prizes are automatically
credited to the winners’ accounts the day
after the draw.  Al Jawhara accounts are
available to both Kuwaitis and expats and
can be opened at any one of NBK’s branch-
es around Kuwait, or through NBK website
for existing customers. For more informa-
tion please contact NBK Call Center at
1801801 or visit NBK official website
www.nbk.com.

NBK announces four 
Al Jawhara winners

KIPCO announces 17% 
increase in net profit

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank yesterday
announced that it has officially
obtained the Payment Card
Industry (PCI)-Data Security
Standards (DSS) 3.1 certification,
making it the first Bank in Kuwait
to be certified with this version,

and one of the few certified banks
across the region. PCI-DSS is the
global industry standard for com-
pliance and security for personal
payment card data, to which ven-
dors and businesses must conform
to in order to protect cardholders’
personal data and prevention from
credit card fraud. 

The Bank’s PCI-DSS 3.0 compli-
ance was validated on 20 May,
2014, after an extensive audit con-
ducted by SISA, a qualified security

assessor from PCI Security
Standards Council. Gulf Bank was
the first bank in Kuwait to take that
step, further solidifying its position
in the forefront. Commenting on
this announcement, May Dashti,
Head of ISS at Gulf Bank, said: “The

Bank’s accomplishment reinforces
its commitment to internationally
recognized security standards that
enhance the protection of cus-
tomers’ card information. Gulf
Bank’s attainment of PCI - DSS 3.1
compliance is in line with its client
centric approach. 

For Gulf Bank getting PCI DSS
certification is more than checking
a box on an annual audit, it reflects
the bank’s values to constantly
operate with its clients’ best inter-

est at heart, and protect and avoid
misuse of customer data”.  Gulf
Bank met the six different security
pillars required to achieve the PCI-
DSS 3.1 compliance. These require-
ments are namely; building and
maintaining a secure network, pro-
tecting cardholder data, maintain-
ing a vulnerability management
program, implementing strong
access control measures, regularly
monitoring and testing of net-
works and last but not least, main-
taining an information security
policy. 

Dharshan Shanthamurthy CEO
of SISA said: “Congratulations to the
Gulf Bank team on achieving PCI-
DSS Compliance for the third time
in a row. The PCI Data Security
Standard, with its 200+ require-
ments is one of the most stringent
security standards and the only
global standard dedicated to
secure cardholder’s data. During
our partnership for the last 3 years,
we were delighted to work with
Gulf Bank for their pledge for maxi-
mum security and achieving PCI
Compliance. 

This year is also very important
as Gulf Bank joins the elite group of
Banks in the Middle East region to
be compliant with the latest ver-
sion of PCI-DSS standard (version
3.1) and is also the first bank in
Kuwait. We appreciate the commit-

ment and dedication from Gulf
Bank to secure their customer’s
data and going through the strin-
gent audit process of SISA.” This
achievement is a direct result of
Gulf Bank’s strategy and commit-
ment to offering its customers the
best services possible, underlined
by safety and security and deliv-
ered by the Bank’s team that spares
no efforts in managing and improv-
ing its information security systems.

Gulf Bank ‘first in Kuwait’ to 
obtain PCI-DSS 3.1 Certification
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LONDON:  A fictional video of a young
girl being shot by militants and watch-
ing the execution of her father before
collapsing in shock aims to raise aware-
ness of the small proportion of humani-
tarian funding spent on protecting chil-
dren in war zones.

The video “Duty of Care”, made in the
style of a f irst-person shooter
videogame and tak ing the viewer
around a Middle East conflict zone
through the eyes of nine-year-old Nima,
was launched on Wednesday by the

charity War Child as part of its HELP
campaign.

While children account for more
than half the population in war zones,
less than three percent of humanitarian
funding is spent on their protection,
according to the charity, which helps
children affected by conflicts and war
around the world.

The charity launched its campaign
ahead of next year’s inaugural World
Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul,
which will bring together governments,

aid groups and people affected by
crises to set an agenda for future
humanitarian action.

“In humanitarian emergencies, tangi-
ble forms of aid take precedence over
protection and education, which are
chronically underfunded,” War Child
UK’s CEO Rob Williams said.

“The truth is, whilst food, water and
shelter are daily necessities, they do not
keep a child in war safe from harm,”
Williams said in a statement as the cam-
paign was launched.

In 13 countries monitored by the UN
Security Council since 2010 because of
grave rights violations against children
during armed conflict, 29 percent of
humanitarian aid was spent on food, 11
percent on health and just three per-
cent on protection of people, according
to UN statistics compiled by War Child.

The proportion of aid spent on pro-
tecting children in war zones was in fact
less than three percent as that figure
includes spending on human rights,
rule of law and preventing sexual vio-

lence and female genital mutilation,
War Child said.

Last year was one of the worst in his-
tory for the world’s children, with some
15 million caught up in violent conflicts
in the Central African Republic, Iraq,
South Sudan, the Palestinian Territories,
Syria and Ukraine, the UN children’s
agency said.

An estimated 230 million children
live in countries and areas torn by
a r m e d  c o n f l i c t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
UNICEF.  —Reuters

‘Videogame’ violence shows children get little aid in war zones

TOKYO: A Hitachi engineer points to a computer display during the company’s
press preview of its basic Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology that enables
logical dialogue in its headquarter in Tokyo yesterday.  Hitachi announced it
had developed a technology that analyzes huge volumes of text data on
issues that are subject to debate, and present reasons and grounds for either
affirmative or negative opinions on those issues in English. —AFP

NEW YORK: For all those who hailed the
iPhone as the “Jesus Phone” in 2007, the
Apple Watch’s arrival has hardly been the
second coming.

Sure, it can do many useful, even
delightful things, such as showing us
incoming texts and email, tracking our
heart rate during exercise or letting us
send digital doodles to friends. But is that
enough to spend $350 or more, especial-
ly when it requires wearing a watch
again? After all, smartphones have negat-
ed the need for watches to tell time.

Early Apple Watch owners seem gen-
erally happy with it, but Apple’s bigger
worry should be those on the sidelines -
even hardcore Apple fans, not to mention
the rest of us - who are waiting to take
the plunge. Apple hasn’t released sales
figures, but its quarterly financial report
Tuesday suggests that they were lower
than many Wall Street analysts expected,
even though they exceeded Apple’s inter-
nal projections.

Some people are waiting for early
kinks to be worked out and others, for an
“aha moment.” “It’s been cast as a want,
not a need,” said Matt Quick, a Topeka,
Kansas, engineer and Apple fan who is
holding off on getting one. “I’m kind of
waiting to see what next year’s model will
bring.”

Patrick Clayton, who has had Mac
computers all his life and owns an iPhone
and several iPads, returned his Apple
Watch after three weeks. The last straw? It
nagged the physically active New Yorker
to stand up during a six-hour flight.

“Apple is famous for telling us what
we need before we need them,” Clayton
said. “I thought this would be the case
with the watch. But it (just) added some-
thing to my life that I didn’t need added.”

Smarter apps
That’s not to say the Apple Watch is a

bomb. Most analysts and tech reviewers,
including The Associated Press, see prom-
ise, especially compared with rival smart-
watches from Samsung and others.
Wristly, a research company created to
study the watch, found that early buyers
are overwhelmingly satisfied, more so
than with the original iPad and iPhone.

And of the more than a dozen early
Apple Watch owners interviewed by the
AP by phone, email or in person, most of
them love their watch. After all, early
adopters of new technologies tend to
understand that what they’re getting
isn’t perfect. “I’d recommend it to people
with an open mind,” said Dennis
Falkenstein of Danville, California. He said
the watch gets him “everything I want”
such as local temperature, or the current
time in Japan, where many of his busi-
ness clients are.

But even so, there’s a long wish list,
including smarter apps. Apple is already

addressing some of this with a software
update this fall. Falkenstein would also
like to see the battery life improve from
the 18 hours that’s currently promised.

On Tuesday, Apple reported $2.6 bil-
lion in revenue from “other products,”
which includes the 

watch. That’s about $952 million more
than the previous quarter, when the
watch had not yet gone on sale. Analysts
surveyed by FactSet were expecting $1.8
billion in watch sales.

Chief Financial Officer Luca Maestri
told The Associated Press that revenue
from the watch amounted to “well over”

that $952 million increase, as the catego-
ry includes products whose sales fell.
Maestri said the watch did better than
iPhones and iPads in a comparable peri-
od after those products launched.

Apple has run television commercials
showing the watch in everyday life, and it
has devoted tables at its retail stores for
people to try one on and learn more.

Connected wirelessly to an iPhone,
the Apple Watch isn’t meant to replace
the phone, but rather provide tidbits of
information readily while the phone is in
a pocket or purse. There’s no keyboard, so
searches and messages are done by voice
dictation or the selection of a canned
response. You can also send doodles and
emoji.

David Lubarsky, a Fairfield,
Connecticut, photographer, loves that he
can get “basic information, quick” and
avoid staring at Facebook on the phone
all day. It lets him see texts, emails, calen-
dar appointments and baseball scores.

But he gets frustrated when using it
to pay for coffee at Starbucks. “Your wrist
doesn’t necessarily twist to the right posi-
tion to the scanner so it’s pretty awk-
ward,” he said.

Killer apps
Apple Watch also doesn’t always pro-

vide the right information at the right

time. The watch version of one transit
app offers bus schedules for your saved
locations - even if they are far away -
rather than the stops closest to you at the
moment, as the phone app does. As for
message notifications, it’s great when it’s
from someone you want to hear from -
but annoying when it’s not.

It’ll take time for apps to anticipate
what users need most. Apps will get bet-
ter when Apple updates the watch’s soft-
ware this fall to permit more “native” apps
- those that aren’t just extensions of
phone apps. Some apps could even work
without the phone nearby, including
games, audio recorders and tools that
analyze golf swings.

Apple also needs to ensure that the

watch gets the types of essential “killer
apps” that propelled the iPhone into an
extension of ourselves. For now, it’s
sometimes easier to just pull out the
phone, and there’s no app you absolutely
need the watch for. With phones, you
now have maps, cameras and other
essentials.

It might be hard to remember, but the
first iPhone in 2007 was just a little more
than a phone. Apps from outside compa-
nies didn’t come until Apple launched its
app store the following year - with just
500 apps. Now, it has more than a million.
At first, iPhone apps were dumbed-down

versions of websites. Now many apps,
such as Instagram, do more than what’s
possible over Web browsers.

Apple Watch doesn’t subject owners
to ridicule the way Google Glass had, yet
it’s still, in essence, a computer on your
wrist. Yes, the Apple Watch comes in mul-
tiple sizes, materials and bands - 54 con-
figurations in all - and other companies
sell additional bands. But the watch isn’t
stylish enough for everyone and won’t
match every outfit.

The watch could ultimately be more
than just a Rolex for the tech-savvy set.
But for that to happen, Apple needs to
show how the benefits of wearing a
watch outweigh the hassles of wearing a
watch. —AP

Time will tell if Apple Watch 
catches on, as Apple fans wait

‘Waiting to see what next year’s model will bring’

HONG KONG: In this April 10, 2015, file photo, a customer tries on an Apple Watch at an Apple
Store in Hong Kong. Although very few are dismissing the Apple Watch as a bomb, the mixed
reviews underscore that Apple still has a lot of work to do in showing how the watch might fit in
with everyday life. —AP

ISTANBUL: Turkey has blocked access to
Twitter to prevent the broadcast of
images of Monday’s bombing in south-
east Turkey that killed 32 people, the
state-run Anadolu Agency said yesterday.

The government was also trying to
block Twitter users from calling for
protests against the government for not
doing more to prevent the bombing, the
agency said.

Officials had raised concerns that the
bombing in the town of Suruc is part of a
campaign of retaliation by the Islamic
State group for a recent crackdown on its
operations in the country.

Turkish officials say they have detained
more than 500 people suspected of work-
ing with IS in the last six months. Officials
say an operation this month netted 21 ter-
rorism suspects in an investigation of
recruitment networks in multiple parts of
the country.

Earlier, a court in Suruc issued a ban on
the publication of images related to the
bombing in the media, including the
Internet and social media platforms, and
ruled that access be barred to Internet
sites that do not comply with the ban, the
Anadolu Agency reported.

A government official said Turkey had
asked Twitter to remove 107 URLs with
images of the aftermath of the bombing.
Twitter had removed some 50 of the URLs
and was working to remove the remain-
ing problematic URLs.

The official said he expected the URLs
to be removed soon and for the access to
be restored. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of rules that
bar officials from speaking to journalists
without authorization.

Turkey has periodically blocked social
media in the past. Earlier this year the
government ordered a temporary block
on Twitter and YouTube during a hostage
crisis in an Istanbul courthouse.  Those
sites were also blocked last year after
audio recordings of a secret security
meeting or tapes suggesting corruption
by government officials were leaked on
the social media sites. Turkey’s highest
court, however, overturned those bans,
deeming them to be unconstitutional.

Previous moves by Turkish authorities
to block the social media networks have
provoked widespread criticism by
Western governments and human rights
organizations. —AP

Turkey blocks 
access to Twitter

SAN FRANCISCO: Apple makes most of
its money from the iPhone, but the
California tech giant also disclosed
results for other product segments
Tuesday. Here’s a breakdown:

iPHONES
Apple sold more than 47.5 million

iPhones during the three months end-
ing in June, or 35 percent more phones
than it sold in the same period a year
earlier.

That’s down from a holiday peak of
74.5 million units sold during the three
months that ended in December. The
June quarter is traditionally a slower
period for Apple, as many shoppers opt
to wait for new smartphone models
expected in the fall.

Sales of  the iPhone contr ibuted
$31.4 bill ion, or more than half the
company’s $49.6 billion in total rev-
enue for the quarter.

iPADS
Sales of Apple’s tablet devices have

been declining for more than a year.
Many users are turning to smartphones
with larger screens, while others say
they can be more productive on a lap-
top or desktop PC.

Apple sold 10.9 million iPads in the
last quarter, down 18 percent from a
year earlier. Sales of iPads contributed
$4.5 billion in revenue.

The company is promising its next
software upgrade will make iPads more
useful, by adding such features as the
ability to run two apps and view them
at the same time, in split-screen.

MACS
While the PC industry is still strug-

gling with sagging demand, Apple
once again reported an uptick in sales
of its Macintosh computers.

Apple said it sold 4.8 million Macs in

the quarter, or 9 percent more than a
year ago. They contributed $6 billion in
revenue.

The growth in Mac sales was driven
by new vers ions of  the company ’s
MacBook laptops, according to CEO
Tim Cook, although he did not provide
details on desktop sales.

WATCH, iPOD AND OTHER PRODUCTS
Apple no longer discloses sales of

iPods, which have been shrinking as
more people listen to music on their
smartphones instead. Apple also has
declined to reveal details about sales of
its new Apple Watch.

Instead, the company lumps those
produc ts,  a long with Beats  head-
phones,  Apple T V and other acces-
sories, into a category called “Other
Products,” for which it provides only a
total revenue figure.

Apple reported $2.6 billion in rev-
enue from other products, up 49 per-
cent from a year ago, when the watch
was not yet on sale. But the company
says the watch contributed a larger
amount of revenue, while iPods and
other accessories saw further declines.

SERVICES
Apple reported $5 billion revenue

from sales of digital music, apps and e-
books,  as  wel l  as  ser vices  l ike
AppleCare,  Apple Pay and other
sources. That’s up 12 percent from a
year ago.

While digital music and apps are
lucrative, industry analysts say they
don’t expect Apple to make significant
profit from services like Apple Pay and
the new streaming Music  ser vice
launched this summer. Instead, they
say those are designed to give con-
sumers more reasons to use Apple
devices like the iPhone - and to buy
new ones. —AP

Apple’s iPad sales 
shrinking, as other 

segments grow

WASHINGTON:  US regulators said yesterday they
were set to back the $49 billion merger of AT&T
and DirecTV, clearing the way for a powerful play-
er in Internet and television.

Federal Communications Commission chair-
man Tom Wheeler said in a statement that and
order was circulated at the agency recommending
approval of the mega-deal with certain condi-
tions.

Wheeler said the merger would “directly bene-
fit consumers by bringing more competition to
the broadband marketplace.”

“If the conditions are approved by my col-
leagues, 12.5 million customer locations will have
access to a competitive high-speed fiber connec-

tion,” the FCC chief said.
The Justice Department said in a separate

statement it would not challenge the merger.
“After an extensive investigation, we concluded

that the combination of AT&T’s land-based
Internet and video business with DirecTV’s satel-
lite-based video business does not pose a signifi-
cant risk to competition,” said Assistant Attorney
General Bill Baer of the antitrust division.

“The commitments that the proposed FCC
order includes, if adopted, will provide significant
benefits to millions of subscribers.”

The news comes three months after regulators
blocked a massive merger plan of cable giants
Comcast and Time Warner Cable, claiming it

would concentrate too much market power in the
market for high-speed Internet.

But merging AT&T and DirecTV could create
competition because the telecom giant and satel-
lite broadcaster do not have the same geographi-
cal territories as the traditional cable firms.

Wheeler said that if the conditions are accept-
ed, the merged firm would boost the availability
of high-speed fiber-optic connections for televi-
sion, Internet and other services.

“This additional build-out is about 10 times the
size of AT&T’s current fiber-to-the-premise deploy-
ment, increases the entire nation’s residential fiber
build by more than 40 percent, and more than
triples the number of metropolitan areas AT&T has
announced plans to serve,” he said.

Wheeler said AT&T would also be required to
agree not to discriminate against competing
video services and to accept a monitor to ensure it
follows Open Internet rules.

“These strong measures will protect con-
sumers, expand high-speed broadband availabili-
ty, and increase competition,” he said.

The merger would create the largest US pay TV
service on top of the second biggest mobile tele-
com business.

DirecTV has about 20 million customers, mak-
ing it the number-two pay-TV company in the
United States. It also has more than 18 million cus-
tomers in Latin America.

In announcing the deal last year, AT&T said it
would use the merger to expand plans to build
and enhance high-speed broadband service to 15
million customer locations, mostly in rural areas.

The plan comes amid a migration of con-
sumers to Internet-based television services like
Netflix and Hulu, with some losses in traditional
cable and other pay TV subscriptions.

Though the number of cable “cord cutters” has
been relatively modest in recent years, analysts
expect this trend to accelerate, which could have a
major impact on the television industry. —AFP

US regulators back AT&T-DirecTV megadeal

ANHUI: Robots compete in a football match during the RoboCup 2015 in Hefei, east
China’s Anhui province yesterday. —AFP
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NEW YORK:  More than 1 in 5 sexually
active teen girls have used the morning-
after pill - a dramatic increase that likely
reflects that it’s easier now for teens to buy
the emergency contraceptive. A report
released yesterday shows teen use of the
morning-after pill rose steadily from a
decade earlier, when it was 1 in 12. Now, all
teens can buy it without a prescription. The
finding comes from a Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention survey that’s consid-
ered the government’s best source of infor-

mation on teen sex and contraception use.
The report showed little recent change

in most other types of birth control used by
teen girls who have had sex. Almost all said
they said they’ve used condoms at some
point, and more than half have used the pill.

The fact that more teen girls bought the
morning-after pill after it became more
accessible is a sign that “teens, like adults,
often are not very good at contraception,”
said Bill Albert, chief program officer for the
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and

Unplanned Pregnancy. “In the battle
between sex and sex with contraception,
sex often wins,” he said.

The morning-after pill contains a higher
dose of the female hormone progestin than
is in regular birth control pills. It can cut the
chances of pregnancy by nearly 90% if tak-
en within 72 hours of unprotected sex.
Starting in 2006, teens 18 and older could
buy it over the counter; age limits were lift-
ed two years ago. It typically costs $35 to
$50.

The CDC report is based on interviews
with about 2,000 people, ages 15 to 19
from 2011 to 2013. One of the report’s main
findings has been the proportion of teens
who said they’ve had sex. Those figures
steadily fell from the late 1980s until the
early 2000s - a decrease commonly attrib-
uted to improved sex education and
greater concern by teens about AIDS and
other sexually spread diseases.

Experts believe a decline in teen sexual
activity and better contraception use have

driven an astounding drop in teen birth
rates since 1991. But the decrease in teen
sex leveled off about a decade ago, at
about 45 percent for both boys and girls,
and there was no change in the latest
report. In 1988, it was 60 percent for boys
and 51 percent for girls. Why did the
decline level off? It’s hard to say, but there
will always be a sizable proportion of
teens who have sex, Albert said. “Are we
likely to get to 30 percent? Probably not,”
he said. —AP

Teen use of morning-after pill is climbing

MANCHESTER: Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) sufferer Ray Flynn, wearing a “bionic eye”, at Manchester Royal Eye
Hospital. —AFP

LONDON: A partially sighted British
pensioner has had most of his vision
restored thanks to a “bionic eye”-a
device that converts video images
from a miniature camera installed in
his glasses to his brain. The
University of Manchester announced
the success of the operation on
retired engineer Ray Flynn in a state-
ment yesterday, saying it was a
world first for the 80-year-old’s par-
ticular condition. Flynn has age-relat-
ed macular degeneration (AMD), a
condition which affects over 500,000
people in Britain and is the most
common cause of blindness in peo-
ple aged over 50 in developing
countries.

The condition means that his
vision is impaired and he cannot see
things directly in front of him. This
prevents him from reading or driving
and makes it difficult for him to rec-
ognize faces. The statement said
Flynn was now looking forward to
watching his beloved Manchester
United football team play and doing
the gardening. “Mr Flynn’s progress is
truly remarkable... He is seeing the
outline of people and objects very
effectively,” said Professor Paulo
Stanga, who led the four-hour oper-
ation.

“The dry form of AMD is a com-
mon, but untreatable condition. In
the Western world, it is the leading
cause of sight loss. Unfortunately,
with an ageing population, it is
becoming more common,” he said.
The device was fitted in June and
activated on July 1. Retinal degener-

ative diseases like AMD affect more
than 30 million people around the
world, according to the US-based
Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB).
Bionic retinas are no longer restrict-
ed to the realm of science fiction and
already help blind or partially blind

people affected by other conditions.
The technology has already been

used on dozens of people with
retinitis pigmentosa (RP). The tech-
nology turns images captured by
the camera into small electrical
pulses, which are transmitted wire-

lessly to electrodes on the retina
surface. The electrodes then stimu-
late the remaining cells and repli-
cate patterns of light for the brain,
which will eventually be interpreted
fully by Flynn, allowing him to
regain vision. —AFP

Bionic eye helps UK pensioner see in world first

MANCHESTER: Ray Flynn, wearing a “bionic eye”, at Manchester Royal Eye Hospital. —AFP

US sees big declines in 
teen sex over past 25 years

WASHINGTON: Dean DeMoe, second from left, with his family, from left,
daughter McKenna DeMoe, 19, wife, Deb Demoe, and daughter Lindsey
Sarkilahti, 29, pose for a picture at the Alzheimer’s Association International
Conference. —AP

WASHINGTON: Less than half of US
teenagers today are sexually active, far fewer
than in the late 1980s, a US government
report said yesterday. The findings are based
on survey data spanning 1988 to 2013, called
the National Survey of Family Growth, offer-
ing a glimpse at national estimates of sexual
activity, contraceptive use and childbearing
among teenagers aged 15-19. “In 2011-2013,
44 percent of female teenagers and 47 per-
cent of male teenagers aged 15-19 had expe-
rienced sexual intercourse,” said the report by
the National Center for Health Statistics.

“The percentage has declined significant-
ly, by 14 percent for female and 22 percent
for male teenagers, over the past 25 years.” In
1988, 60 percent of teenage boys and 51 per-
cent of teenage girls were sexually active. The
lowest points were seen in the 2006-2010
range for females, with 43 percent saying
they had had sex at least once.

For males, the lowest number was 46 per-

cent in 2002. When researchers separated the
data by age, they found that 15-year-olds
were the least likely to have had sex (about
15 percent). The likelihood of sexual activity
increased over time. Almost two in three 19-
year-olds have experienced intercourse at
least once, the report said. The declining rates
of sexually active youth coincide with previ-
ous research that has found a big drop in the
teen birth rate.

In 2013, the teen birth rate of 27 per 1,000
people was less than a third of the historically
highest rate in 1957, when it was 96 per
1,000. Contraception use has stayed about
the same in recent years, with condoms still
being the most popular choice followed by
withdrawal and oral contraceptives, the
report found. “In 2011-2013, 79 percent of
female teenagers and 84 percent of male
teenagers used a method of contraception
the first time they had sexual intercourse,” it
said. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Patients with mild Alzheimer’s
disease who took Eli Lilly and Co’s experimental
drug solanezumab early in the course of their
disease preserved more of their cognitive and
functional ability, according to new Lilly data
released yesterday. Lilly presented new follow-
up data from two large trials of the infused
medicine yesterday at the Alzheimer ’s
Association International Conference (AAIC) in
Washington. Researchers and investors have
been keen to see if the results would firm up
solanezumab as a lead contender to be the first
treatment to effectively slow progression of the
memory-robbing disease.

In 2012, the original 18-month studies of
solanezumab, called Expedition and Expedition
2, each included about 1,000 patients with mild
to moderate disease. The drug failed to slow
cognitive declines or loss of abilities of daily liv-
ing for the entire patient population. But when
Lilly analyzed results only for mild patients, the
data suggested solanezumab caused a signifi-
cant 34 percent slowdown in mental decline
and an 18 percent slowdown in loss of function-
al abilities compared to placebo, researchers
said. To better assess whether mildly impaired
patients benefit from the drug, Lilly extended its
two trials by another two years and only
enrolled those with mild disease. 

Researchers continued to provide
solanezumab to patients who had taken it dur-
ing the studies and also allowed patients who
had been given placebos to switch over to
solanezumab. Lilly had previously reported that

after the first six months of the extension study,
patients who had taken solanezumab all along
continued to show a greater benefit than those
who switched to the drug later.  Company
researchers yesterday said that difference
remained statistically significant 12 months into
the extension trial and continued to a lesser
degree at two years. “Visually, when you look at
a graph, the two patient groups are seen as par-
allel lines,” in terms of different cognition and
functional abilities, said Hong Liu-Seifert, a
research adviser at Lilly. “And we continued to
see the two lines remain parallel to each other”
over the two year extension.

Lilly said solanezumab was well tolerated
during the extension study, having similar safe-
ty to that seen in earlier trials. But cardiac
events were seen more frequently in the initial
trials among patients taking solanezumab than
in the placebo group, an issue that will be
examined closely in a newer and larger trial
called Expedition 3 that is now underway.
Should solanezumab prove successful in that
2,100-patient study of patients with mild
Alzheimer ’s,  within several  years it  could
become the first approved drug to slow the
course of the disease affecting 5 mil l ion
Americans, Lilly officials said.

John Boris,  an analyst with Suntrust
Robinson Humphrey, estimates it has potential
to capture more than $10 billion in annual sales
and boost Lilly earnings for years to come.
Company shares have jumped 24 percent so far
this year, compared with average 12 percent

gains for other large drugmakers, largely on
faith in solanezumab. Lilly’s Extension 3 study
will only enroll patients shown by brain imag-
ing tests to have beta amyloid brain plaques,
and thus Alzheimer’s rather than other types of
dementia. Lilly estimates 25 percent of patients
in the failed earlier Expedition studies actually
had no beta amyloid deposits, and therefore
would not have benefited from solanezumab.

Protein blocking
Solanezumab works by blocking formation

of a protein called beta amyloid believed to
cause toxic brain plaques that are considered a
hallmark of Alzheimer’s. Eric Siemers, medical
director for Lilly ’s Alzheimer’s team, said if
solanezumab can slow disease progression by
roughly a third, as it did in the first two Phase III
tr ials  that would be ver y meaningful to
patients. “In 18 months of treatment with
solanezumab, patients could delay six months
worth of progression” of Alzheimer’s, he said.  

“That gives you more opportunity to do
things that are important to you, before you
progress into later stages of the disease.”
Siemers said beta amyloid is believed to build
up in thebrain for 10 or 15 years and steadily
kil l  neurons beforeAlzheimer ’s symptoms
appear Patients who took solanezumab from
the start of earlier studies may have preserved
many brain cells, he speculated, while those
that began taking it later were not protected
for the initial period. “They can’t get those brain
cells back; they are gone forever.” —Reuters

Lilly says drug slows Alzheimer’s
in patients with mild disease

‘It could become the first drug to slow the course of the disease’

WASHINGTON:  Alzheimer’s has ravaged gen-
erations of Dean DeMoe’s family - his grand-
mother, father, siblings - all in their 40s and
50s. DeMoe himself inherited the culprit gene
mutation and at 53, the North Dakota man
volunteers for a drug study he hopes one day
will end the family’s burden. International sci-
entists gathering in Washington for a confer-
ence this week express cautious optimism
that they may finally be on the right track to
fight Alzheimer’s, a disease that already affects
more than 5 million people in the United
States and is expected to more than double
by 2050 as the population ages.

Families like DeMoe’s with the very rarest
form of Alzheimer’s, young and inherited, hold
crucial clues to fighting this brain-destroying
disease in everyone. On Saturday, researchers
for the first time brought together dozens of
these families - patients, patients-to-be and
their healthy loved ones - from as far as
Australia and Britain to meet face to face. They
shared advice about when their children
should undergo gene testing to learn their
own fate, and they got an unusual opportuni-
ty to grill government and drug company offi-
cials about why it’s taking so long to find a
good treatment.

“Finally, I got to talk to other people who
are going through the same thing,” said
DeMoe, of Thompson, North Dakota, who
with four other siblings inherited the family’s
bad gene. One sister was spared. His wife,
Deb, said he experiences early memory
changes known as mild cognitive impairment,
but DeMoe still holds a job with an oil compa-
ny and said, “I don’t dwell on it.”

Desperate families
Families’ first question: Why not try to fix

the gene defect that causes this form of
Alzheimer’s instead of targeting its down-
stream effects? Why, asked others, can’t des-
perate families get faster access to experimen-
tal drugs, as AIDS patients once did? “It’s time
to ease our anguish,” said Tal Cohen of
Calabasas, California. At age 37, his wife,
Giedre, already is in the mild-to-moderate
stage of Alzheimer’s.

He emerged hopeful that researchers are
considering creative ways to speed that
access. “We don’t have any more time to wait
and see,” he said. Alzheimer’s usually strikes
older adults, affecting about 1 in 9 people age
65 or over. Less than 1 percent of cases world-
wide are the autosomal dominant form,
caused by inheriting a gene with a particular
mutation that triggers the disease well before
the senior years. Children of an affected par-
ent have a 50 percent chance of inheriting
their family’s bad gene. But if they do, they
almost always get sick about the same time
their parent did.

Many of these families are part of the
Dominantly Inherited Alzheimer Network

(DIAN) study that monitors the health of fami-
ly gene carriers and their healthy relatives in
several countries. Recently, it showed that
silent changes in the brain can precede the
first memory problems by 20 years. Now sci-
entists think the best hope against
Alzheimer’s is to treat high-risk people long
before symptoms appear, aiming to at least
stall the disease if not prevent it.

Fighting buildup
On Sunday, researchers at the Alzheimer’s

Association International Conference reported
possible new ways to predict who will get sick
with the more common late-onset
Alzheimer’s - vital to testing such treatments -
and a single test probably won’t be enough,
said Johns Hopkins University neuroscientist
Marilyn Albert.

* Tracking about 350 people starting in
middle age, Albert’s team found a combina-
tion of tests predicted development of mild
cognitive impairment within five years. They
include a spinal tap to measure toxic levels of
Alzheimer’s hallmark amyloid and tau pro-
teins; MRI scans to detect shrinking brain
regions; and two standard memory assess-
ments. The combination isn’t ready for doc-
tors’ offices, but should help drug companies
tell who to enroll in early-stage treatment
studies, she said.

* Scientists at VU University Medical Center
in Amsterdam found another protein, named
neurogranin, in spinal fluid. It may signal that
connections called synapses are dying, mak-
ing it harder for brain cells to communicate.

* Researchers at the University of Alberta,
Canada, are beginning to hunt a saliva test for
earlier markers of cognitive decline.

But knowing who is destined for
Alzheimer’s and approximately when it will
strike makes rare families such as DeMoe’s
especially critical for research. A second DIAN
study now is testing whether either of two
experimental drugs might give those gene car-
riers more symptom-free years by fighting
buildup of sticky amyloid in the brain. That
study soon will expand to test additional drugs.

“ The goal here really is to get drugs
approved to help everyone,” said Dr Randall
Bateman of Washington University in S  Louis,
who oversees the DIAN drug study. Dean
DeMoe came to the meeting with his wife,
healthy sister and two of his three children. He
wishes researchers could have revealed if
those drugs are working, but they won’t know
for several years. Meanwhile, his two oldest
children, in their 20s, had gene testing as part
of health-tracking research but chose not to
be told the results until they are older or pro-
tective drugs come along. His teenager thinks
she will make the same choice. DeMoe pins
his hopes on the drug study. “It might not do
good for me,” he said, “but it’s important for
my family and for everyone.” —AP

Families hit by rare early 
Alzheimer’s push for research
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NIGERIA: Six new wheelchairs are lined up
near the entrance of the Beautiful Gate
Handicapped People’s Centre in the central
Nigerian city of Jos. The chairs’ new owners-
all of them polio survivors-crawl one by one
to the three-wheeled machines with flip-
flops on their hands, dragging atrophied,
twisted legs and feet behind them. One of
them, James Goke, looks astonished to hear
that on Friday Nigeria will not have had a
case of polio in 12 months and as a result will
be taken off the list of countries where the
disease is endemic.

“Really?” said the 49-year-old, who trains
young polio survivors in new skills such as
carpentry, metalwork and weaving, to give
them financial independence. “That’s mar-
velous.” As in Afghanistan and Pakistan-two
countries that will  remain on the l ist of
endemic countries-Nigeria’s battle against
the disease has been hit by years of violence
and misinformation. Vaccinators have been
killed, warnings issued by some clerics that
the jab was a Western plot to sterilize young
Muslim girls and Boko Haram attacks have

hindered immunization drives in the remote
northeast. But through government cam-
paigns, support from churches, mosques and
massive funding from global charities, the
tide has finally turned.

Metal bashing 
Dealing with the aftermath of the disease,

Ayuba Gufwan works to improve the lives of
Nigerian polio survivors who have had to
cope with a lifetime of hardship in a society
ill-adapted for the disabled. At his workshop,
49 staff-seven of them polio survivors like
him-and 17 young apprentices spend the day
bending, sawing, bashing and welding metal.
On the concrete floor, thin sheets of steel are
measured, mudguards are hammered into
shape and frames are joined in an explosion
of sparks.  Rubber inner tubes and tyres are
added to a shiny mountain of chrome wheels.
Red upholster y is stapled onto wooden
boards to make seats.

The end product is a wheelchair designed
to be easily maintained with all the parts
replaceable in any village bicycle repair shop.

At 25,000 naira ($124, 114 euros) to make,
they’re given away free as long as the recipi-
ent is either at school, learning a trade or set-
ting up a business.  “ We presented our
10,000th wheelchair in October last year,”
Gufwan said. “We’re now in the region of
11,000 wheelchairs, not counting all these in
the workshop,” he added.

False limbs 
In one room at the workshop, Habila

Hasuna makes rudimentary prosthetic legs
out of molded rubber and chisels toes into a
block of wood. Some are for clients whose
lower limbs have been amputated because of
polio; others have lost legs to snakebites,
road accidents or diabetes. Increasingly, he
works for those maimed by Boko Haram
attacks across northern Nigeria or in Jos itself.
Plaster of Paris casts for children and adults
dry on a rack.

“There’s a lot of demand,” he said, thumb-
ing through a folder full of measurements.
His clients’ hometowns are a roll call of the
insurgency: Bauchi,  Kaduna, Yola, Mubi,

Gombe, Kano. “Some hospitals refer them to
us. If the person is desperate, they’ll pay
5,000, 7,000 (naira). But hundreds have been
free,” he said.

‘Dream come true’ 
Gufwan described the 12 months since

Nigeria’s last case of polio as a “milestone” for
the country and the world. Personally, it’s a
“dream come true”, he said. The 43-year-old
contracted polio at age five but overcame
losing the use of his legs to become a teacher
and complete a law degree. This year, he
sought election for the Plateau State parlia-
ment. His aim was to improve disabled rights
in the central Nigerian state and beyond, but
he lost by just 700 votes. The centre he set up
in 1999 has received piecemeal funding over
the years, including from Rotary International
of which he is a member.

But largely it appears to survive on individ-
ual donations and enormous goodwill. More
consistent funding would help broaden the
charity’s reach, he said, but he has an unusual
aim. “By the time we have reached the very

last polio survivor, we will shut down this
place. But I don’t know when that’s going to
be. I hope it’s not such a long time,” he said.

Shift in focus 
Gufwan warned against premature tri-

umphalism on Friday and called for Nigeria to
remain vigilant, continuing mass immuniza-
tion to prevent another generation from a life
of unnecessary hardship. “My number one
expectation would be that emphasis would
now shift from eradication to rehabilitating
the polio victims,” he said. “They’re here in
their hundreds of thousands. We have them
all over the northern part of the country par-
ticularly, and also in the south.”

Out in the car park, James takes a test
drive, turning the handles of the wheelchair,
propelling it slowly forward.  It bounces over
the uneven, rocky ground and a smile
stretches across his face. “This wheelchair is
going to help us a very long way because of
mobility,” he said. “Sometimes we would like
to go to some places and this chair will really
aid us to do this.” —AFP

NIGERIA: Founder of Beautiful Gate Handicapped People’s Centre Ayuba Gufwan speaks to handi-
capped recipients of his new wheelchair. —AFP photos

NIGERIA: Handicapped Gabriel Christopher crawls to his new wheelchair at the Beautiful Gate
Handicapped People’s Centre.

Wheelchairs for Nigeria: Getting polio survivors on the move

NEW YORK:  Doris Ranzman had followed the
expert advice, planning ahead in case she
wound up unable to care for herself one day.
But when a nursing-home bill tops $14,000 a
month, the best-laid plans get tossed aside.
Even with insurance and her Social Security
check, Ranzman still  had to come up with
around $4,000 every month to cover her care in
the Amsterdam Nursing Home in Manhattan.
“An awful situation,” said her daughter, Sharon
Goldblum.

Like others faced with the stunning cost of
elderly care in the US, Goldblum did the math
and realized that her mother could easily out-
live her savings. So she pulled her out of the
home. For the two-thirds of Americans over 65
who are expected to need some long-term care,
the costs are increasingly beyond reach. The
cost of staying in a nursing home has climbed at
twice the rate of overall inflation over the last
five years, according to the insurer Genworth
Financial. One year in a private room now runs a
median $91,000 a year, while one year of visits

from home-health aides runs $45,760.
Goldblum estimates that she and her moth-

er spent at least $300,000 over the last two
years for care that insurance didn’t cover. “If you
have any money, you’re going to use all of that
money,” Goldblum said. “Just watch how fast it
goes.”

How do people manage the widening gap
between their savings and the high cost of car-
ing for the elderly? Medicare doesn’t cover
long-term stays, so a large swath of elderly peo-
ple wind up on the government’s health insur-
ance program for the poor, Medicaid. For those
solidly in the middle class, however, the answer
isn’t so simple. They have too much money to
apply for Medicaid but not enough to cover the
typical three years of care.

Some 60 percent of Americans nearing
retirement - those between the ages of 55 and
64 - have retirement accounts, according to the
Employee Benefit Research Institute. The medi-
an balance is $104,000. Combined with other
savings and income, that amount might pro-

vide some retirees with al l  they need for
decades. But everything changes when, for
instance, an aging father struggling with
dementia requires more help than his wife and
children can manage. Plans that looked solid
on paper are no match for their bills.

“ Within the f irst  year most people are
tapped out,” said Joe Caldwell, director of long-
term services at the National Council on Aging.
“Middle-class families just aren’t prepared for
these costs.” Many who can afford it buy insur-
ance to help pay for long-term care years in
advance, when insurers are less likely to reject
them. But even those with insurance, l ike
Ranzman, come up short. Forced to improvise,
they sell the house and lean on family. They
move in with their adult children, or arrange for
their children to move in with them.

Some can save money by switching to differ-
ent facilities. On average, a shared room in a
nursing home runs nearly $11,000 a year less
than a private room, and a room in an adult-
family home runs cheaper still. —AP

Families face tough decisions

as cost of elder care soars

SEATTLE: Roslyn Duffy poses for a photo holding two photos of her late
mother, Evelyn Nappa, at her home. —AP photos
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The Multi National Business Conglomerate NSH has
organized a ‘Handling Fire Extinguisher’ Program for
its employees. Vice President Sabu, in his inaugural

address, highlighted the importance of the concept ‘safety
first’ and explained the consequences if not reacted on
time during fire. Every employee should have some con-
cern for their safety and of others, he added. 

Fire has the ability to make a lot of devastation includ-
ing loss of human lives, Sabu narrated citing examples.
According to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, more than 3,500 Americans die each year in fires
and approximately 18,300 are injured. And, there were
recent incidents worldwide that fire ripped through 2 dif-
ferent factories, killing over 300 workers; at least 72 dead
after blaze when workers were trapped after welding
triggered explosion; 13 people including 2 women were
killed when a fire swept through a plastic factory.
Nowadays, even though a fire extinguisher in the hands

of a trained adult can save lives, a majority do not know
how to use them. 

The session was handled by the safety director
Michael O Baili. He explained on how to use the fire
extinguisher, using the PASS system (P - Pull the Pin; A-
Aim at the base of the fire; S- Squeeze the trigger; S-
Sweep side to side) and demonstrations made. The caus-
es of fire break may be many such as smoking pills
thrown in the unauthorized areas in workplaces, electric
fault found in the exhaust fan, etc.

Binu Gopinathan, one of those attended the session
said, “I thought it would be very easy to use, but it is not as
easy as you think, unless the proper training is given”.
Jayakumar said that he learnt something important and
useful due to the efforts taken by the NSH to give such a
useful training. Akhil said that the training gave him a
treasure. The Human Resource Department made the
arrangements.

NSH organizes handling fire extinguisher program for staff

As with every Ramadan, the manage-
ment team and staff at Hyundai
Northern Gulf met for this year’s

annual ghabqa at the JW Marriott on July
10th, 2015. The event featured an overview
of the company’s annual performance, lat-
est internal initiatives and strategic mile-
stones.

The event kicked off with a brief presen-
tation of the company’s achievements dur-
ing 2015, including countless international
awards and accolades received for
Hyundai’s versatile model lineup. Senior
management leaders then gave quick
overviews of the challenges facing their
departments for the upcoming year, and

their strategic objectives to address them.
During the occasion, Raed Turjuman,

Northern Gulf ’s CEO, thanked those in
attendance and wished them and their fam-
ilies a blessed Holy Month. He also said,
“Hyundai is just as dedicated to making
sure our team members are just as happy as
our customers. The annual ghabqa is just

part of our greater internal team-building
efforts, but it is probably one of everyone’s
favorites.” In addition to organizing internal
team building initiatives, Northern Gulf
constantly offers a variety of promotions to
ensure customer satisfaction and to make
Hyundai’s vehicles accessible to all with
competitive and reasonable prices. The

company is also keen to reinforce Hyundai’s
global brand value as a leading automotive
brand that has been able to compete with
older legacy brands. The promotions stand
as a tribute to Hyundai’s customer-centric
philosophy, which places customer needs at
the top of its priorities, whether before or
after purchase.

Hyundai Northern Gulf’s team gathers for annual ghabqa

Eid Prayer
Holy Eid Al-Fitr was celebrated with due solemnity and

festivity among Bangladesh Community. Ambassador of
Bangladesh in Kuwait Major General Mohammad Ashab
Uddin, ndc, psc (Retd) offered his Eid prayer with thou-
sands of Bangladeshi expatriates at the Hasabiya Mosque
in Jleeb-Al-Shuyoukh.

Hospitals visit
After performing prayer the hospitals were visited to

see the sick Bangladesh national admitted there and they
greeted the patients and offered sweets and fruits. The
patients were overwhelmingly happy to see the Embassy
officials beside them on the Eid Day.

Eid Greeting
Finally an Open House program was hosted by the

Ambassador and Madame on the Eid Day on 17 July 2015
at the Ambassador Official Residence ‘Bangladesh House’
from 09:30 am to 01:00 pm. Over one thousand guests
from all strata of Bangladesh Community in Kuwait attend-
ed the program and exchanged Eid greetings. The guests
were entertained with sweets and lunch.

Celebration of Eid Al-Fitr



W H AT ’ S  ON
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

If your hunger pangs have awak-
ened and are calling for a delight-
ful taste of Italy, look no further

than Pizzetta, an Italian-inspired cui-
sine developed by Kuwaiti Chef
Ahmad Al-Bader. You can find Pizzetta
by heading over to Bidaa’ strip of
restaurants, drive to the Spoons com-
plex in Mahboula or visit the Seif loca-
tion in Kuwait City.

With décor that is modern with
gentle hints of farmhouse and rustic
vibes creating an overall home-style
Italian charm, Pizzetta features a
unique menu drawing on Italian sta-
ples, classic combinations, and experi-
menting with an array of dishes using
daring ingredients that flaunt a
unique culinary flair.

Set the tone of your meal with a
selection of fresh salads, followed on
by a range of appetizers for an entic-
ing prelude for what’s to come. You
can begin discovering the various
tastes of Italy with a delicious starter
called the Veal Carpaccio, a Venetian
delicacy consisting of raw meat sliced
as thinly as possible and drizzled with
olive oil and special sauce. Next up are
the bite-sized toasted bread loaves
called Crostini, stacked with a variety
of savory toppings of your choosing. A
standout combination is creamy goat
cheese paired with fresh bits of pear.
An equivalent but slightly different
compliment to an Italian entrÈe are
slices of grilled garlic bread called
bruschetta brushed with olive oil and
served with fresh toppings.  The fried
risotto balls are another common
choice to opt for, sphered with a
cheesy core layered with risotto and
coated with breadcrumbs. 

The pizzettas, which are small piz-
zas, are ideal for having a personal-
sized pizza that is small-portioned.A
popular pick is the Pinocchiopizzetta,

consisting of chicken, slivers of mush-
room and creamy sauce. One would
be “lying” if they said one slice was
enough. As you approach the main
course and want to continue on the
pizza route, choices are abound rang-
ing from classics to gourmet offerings
topped with figs and burrata cheese
charred and birthed by a grill with a
specialty pizza oven, your pizza is then
whisked away from the fiery oven and
on to your table. Be prepared to expe-
rience the tantalizing waft of molten
cheese laden crust permeating the air
and stirring your appetite.

With a menu that encompasses the
best of authentic Italian flavors, an
excellent selection of distinct hand-
made pastas deliciously sautÈed with
Italian aromas awaits you. You can
watch your dishes come to fruition
from the open kitchen view as you
anticipate your serving. When served
your pasta, you will be enveloped with
the fine flavors of Italy that are redo-
lent of garlic, olive oil, and aromatic

herbs. The hearty and delicate pastas
come in variations, bathing in succu-
lent sauces and loaded with an assort-
ment of ingredients bursting with
intense flavor. You can go for the oven-

baked Cannelloni comprised of pasta
shells stuffed with a mixture of meat
filled with spinach and blanketed with
an appetizing cream-based cheesy
sauce. You can also enjoy the flavorful

seafood linguine with tender shrimp
dressed in outstanding tomato sauce
that is seasoned Italian style.

For a sweet transition, the bread
pudding is reason enough to frequent

your visit to Pizzetta. No matter how
filling your meal was, one spoonful of
this warm, delicious, and irresistibly
good dessert will make you swoon
and leave you wanting more.

Pizzetta, a slice of Italian-inspired Cuisine
Part of The Sultan Center’s group of restaurants

Dr Afrah Mulla Ali is seen with Dr Mejbel Al-Mutawa, Chairman and
Managing Director of The Scientific Center, during her participation
in the premiere of the ‘Secrets Ocean 3D’ movie, which opened at the

center’s IMAX Theater during the Eid Al-Fitr holiday. As part of its continuous sustainability-
based efforts through embodying its
‘Partners in Success’ slogan, EQUATE

Petrochemical Company, Kuwait’s first interna-
tional joint-venture in this industry, launched a
number of initiatives during the holy month of
Ramadan.

The initiatives, reflecting some elements of
EQUATE Sustainability Program, were conducted
in partnership with relevant organizations in
Kuwait for the benefit of all members of the soci-
ety, nationals and expats alike.

In cooperation with Zakat House, for the sec-
ond consecutive year, EQUATE hosted Ramadan
iftar meals throughout the entire month at a
number of mosques for several members of the
Kuwaiti society as part of humanitarian contribu-
tion, which included the participation of several
employees from EQUATE in distributing and
serving meals.

In addition, with human resources being the
main elements of its success, contractors from
diverse nationalities and representing different
companies that have business ties with EQUATE
were provided with suhoor meals throughout
the blessed month.

Maintaining its focus on health and aware-
ness, EQUATE sponsored, for the second consec-
utive year, the Rijeemy Walkathon organized by
Rijeemy Center to promote a lifestyle of physical
fitness and overall wellbeing through regular
exercise, healthy eating habits and other rele-
vant matters.

Along those lines, EQUATE contributed, for
the second consecutive year, the efforts of the
Kuwait Association for the Care of Children in
Hospital (KACCH) with a number of giveaways to
bring joy to the society’s children. During 2012,
EQUATE and KACCH launched Painting Smiles
(PS) campaign to create community awareness
about children receiving medical care in hospi-
tals. PS included an art exhibition for selling
paintings by those children and Kuwaiti artists
with all proceeds being for the benefit of
KACCH.

Furthermore, as part of sharing with children
to bring smiles to their hearts and interact with
them, EQUATE presented, for the second consec-
utive year, giveaways to members of Children
Home which includes orphans under the care of
the Ministry of Social Affairs & Labor.

These activities were executed through the

participation of several EQUATE employees,
including Polyethylene Production Leader
Humoud Al-Enezi, Strategic Sourcing Specialist
Shirin Kamshad, Environmental Expert Asrar
Mohammad, Senior Supply Chain Planner,
Analytical Technologist Mohamad Dusgi, Senior
Operations Technologist Mohammad Sheikh,
Senior Production Engineer Hisham
Mohammed, Senior Maintenance Technologist
Ramadan Hussain and Senior Operations
Technologist Mohammad Mughal.

In recognition of its sustainability achieve-
ments, EQUATE has earned several prestigious
honors, including His Highness the Amir Award

for the Best Plant in Kuwait; American Society of
Safety Engineers (ASSE) Gold Award in Health,
Safety, and Environment (HSE) for Gulf private
sector companies; The Award for Best Gulf
Company in Recruiting Nationals; Arabian
Business Best CSR Company Award; Oil and Gas
(O&G) Middle East CSR Award; O&G Best
Implemented Environmental Program of the
Year; Middle East Chemical Week (MECW) Plant
of the Year Award; as well as Kuwait’s CSR Award
in the Industrial and Oil Sector. In addition,
EQUATE has received the Highly Commended
Best Community Program Award during the First
Middle East CSR Award Summit.

EQUATE continued community
partnerships during Ramadan

Special Ramadan
This Ramadan was

not like any other
for Abdellatif

Sharaa. It started with
receiving grandchildren
Saleh and Yousuf who
were born in Buffalo,
New York, and remained
there for three years
before coming to visit
their loved ones here.
his elder son
Mohammad began
preparing for his
Certified Management
Accountant exam as he
completed part one suc-
cessfully and plans for
other ventures making
all members of the fami-
ly very proud.

And Dherar, his sec-
ond son, is preparing for his graduation from university in computer science and
design. The entire family cannot be more proud, all with the grace of Allah.



00:25 Doctors
00:55 Eastenders
01:20 Spooks
02:15 Starlings
03:45 Uncle
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Mr Bloomʼs Nursery
05:45 Show Me Show Me
06:05 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
06:20 Mr Bloomʼs Nursery
06:40 Show Me Show Me
07:00 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
07:20 The Weakest Link
08:05 Little Britain
08:35 Doctors
09:05 Eastenders
09:35 Call The Midwife
10:30 The World Of Stonehenge
11:20 The Weakest Link
12:05 The Office
12:35 Little Britain
13:05 Call The Midwife
14:00 The World Of Stonehenge
14:50 The Office
15:20 Little Britain
15:50 Doctors
16:20 Eastenders
16:50 The Weakest Link
17:35 Little Britain
18:05 Call The Midwife
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:00 Spooks
20:55 Blackout
21:45 Being Eileen
22:15 Orphan Black
23:00 Way To Go

T V  PR O G R A M S
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

ODD THOMAS ON OSN MOVIES HD

LONE SURVIVOR ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:00 Come Dine With Me
00:25 MasterChef
01:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
02:10 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
02:35 Rachel Khooʼs Kitchen
Notebook: London
03:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
04:20 MasterChef
05:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
06:05 DIY SOS: The Big Build
07:00 Bargain Hunt
07:45 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
08:10 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
09:30 MasterChef
10:25 Masterchef: The
Professionals
11:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
12:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:30 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic
Cookery
14:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
15:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
16:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
17:05 Come Dine With Me
17:30 Bargain Hunt
18:15 DIY SOS: The Big Build
19:10 The Hairy Bikersʼ Mississippi
Adventure
19:55 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
21:15 Tareq Taylorʼs Nordic 

00:20 Fast Nʼ Loud
01:10 Mythbusters
02:00 The Carbonaro Effect
02:25 Magic Of Science
02:50 Wheels That Fail
03:15 Wheels That Fail
03:40 The Liquidator
04:05 Storage Wars Canada
04:30 Game Of Pawns
05:00 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Siberian Cut
06:50 Bike Battles
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 The Liquidator
08:55 Storage Wars Canada
09:20 Game Of Pawns
09:45 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Mythbusters
11:25 The Carbonaro Effect
11:50 Magic Of Science
12:15 Close-Up Kings
13:05 The Liquidator
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Game Of Pawns
14:20 Siberian Cut
15:10 Bike Battles
16:00 Fast Nʼ Loud
16:50 How Itʼs Made: Dream Cars
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Gold Rush
18:30 King Of Thrones
19:20 Tanked
20:10 Storage Wars Canada
20:35 Game Of Pawns

00:00 House Of DVF
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20 E! News
03:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
04:10 The E! True Hollywood Story
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News
13:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
13:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
17:00 Fashion Bloggers
17:30 Fashion Bloggers
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
21:00 New Money
21:30 New Money
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Kitchen Casino
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guyʼs Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Grandmaʼs Secret Cookbook
Special
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Andy Bates American Street
Feasts
21:00 Trishaʼs Southern Kitchen
22:00 Australian Food Adventures

03:25 Safe House
04:20 Hiding
05:15 Tom Daley Goes Global
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Safe House
08:25 Hiding
09:20 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
10:15 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Tom Daley Goes Global
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Paddock To Plate
17:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
18:20 Tom Daley Goes Global
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andreʼs 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Paddock To Plate
21:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
22:20 Coronation Street

00:00 Wild Hawaii
01:00 Predator CSI
02:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
03:00 My Dog Ate What?
04:00 Cesar To The Rescue
05:00 The Known Universe
06:00 Naked Science
07:00 Wild Florida
08:00 Wild Hawaii
09:00 Predator CSI
10:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
11:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
12:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
13:00 Pirate Patrol
14:00 Hard Time
15:00 Close Quarter Battle
16:00 Blowdown
17:00 Crowd Control
18:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
19:00 Close Quarter Battle
20:00 Blowdown
21:00 Crowd Control
21:30 Crowd Control
22:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
23:00 Wild Untamed Brazil

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Modern Family
02:30 Parks And Recreation
03:00 Cristela
03:30 Cougar Town
04:00 Hot In Cleveland
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Name Is Earl
06:00 My Boys
06:30 Community
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Hot In Cleveland
08:30 My Name Is Earl
09:00 Cristela
09:30 2 Broke Girls
10:30 Community
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:30 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 My Name Is Earl
13:30 Community
14:00 Cougar Town
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Cristela
18:30 Cougar Town
19:00 Two And A Half Men
19:30 Community
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Big Time In Hollywood, Fl
23:00 Parks And Recreation
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Criminal Minds
20:00 The Fosters
21:00 The Flash
22:00 Justified
23:00 Defiance

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:45 Loopdidoo
08:55 Limon And Oli
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:00 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:20 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Brendanʼs Magical Mystery
Tour
02:55 Coronation Street

01:00 The Flash
02:00 Backstrom
03:00 Defiance
04:00 Franklin & Bash
05:00 Criminal Minds
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 Franklin & Bash
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale

01:00 Good Morning America
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 Greyʼs Anatomy
23:00 The Voice

00:00 Mercenaries
02:00 Zombie Apocalypse
04:00 500 mph Storm
06:00 Mercenaries
08:00 Red Sky
10:00 Left Behind
12:00 500 mph Storm
14:00 Mercenaries
16:00 Red Sky
18:00 Double Take
20:00 Left Behind
22:00 Desperate Measures

06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
08:05 Bride By Design
08:30 Bride By Design
08:55 Curvy Brides
09:20 Curvy Brides
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Oprah Prime
12:40 Cake Boss
13:05 Cake Boss
13:30 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
14:20 Strange Love
14:45 Strange Love
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
17:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
17:40 Say Yes To The Dress
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Brides Of Beverly Hills
18:55 Brides Of Beverly Hills
19:20 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 Something Borrowed,
Something New

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Total Drama World Tour
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go!
12:27 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Grojband
14:30 Total Drama: All Stars
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago Master Of
Spinjitzu New
16:00 Matt Hatter New
16:25 Steven Universe
16:36 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama World Tour
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show

00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:35 Cars Toons Compilation
11:25 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 The Next Step
17:25 Austin & Ally
17:50 Gravity Falls
18:15 Girl Meets World
18:40 Liv And Maddie
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

00:00 Zombie Apocalypse-18
02:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
04:00 Mercenaries-PG15
06:00 Red Sky-PG15
08:00 Left Behind-PG15
10:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
12:00 Mercenaries-PG15
14:00 Red Sky-PG15
16:00 Double Take-PG15
18:00 Left Behind-PG15
20:00 Desperate Measures-18
22:00 Lone Survivor-PG15

00:00 John Dies At The End
02:00 Vamps
04:00 High Fidelity
06:00 The Last Shot
08:00 Cuban Fury
10:00 For Better Or For Worse
12:00 The Last Shot
14:00 Liar, Liar
16:00 Cuban Fury
18:00 Until She Came Along
20:00 Drinking Buddies
22:00 The Right Kind Of Wrong

01:00 The Good Witchʼs Wedding-
PG15
03:00 The Trials Of Cate McCall-
PG15
05:00 A Promise-PG15
07:00 Yellow Rock-PG15
09:00 Stash House-PG15
11:00 A Promise-PG15
12:45 The Fifth Estate-PG15
15:00 Upside Down-PG15
17:00 Stash House-PG15
19:00 Inescapable-PG15
21:00 The Invisible Woman-PG15
23:00 Enemy-18

01:30 1911
03:30 The Portrait Of A Lady
06:15 Up Close And Personal
09:00 Swing Kids
11:00 Grand Piano
12:30 1911
14:15 The Insider
17:00 Swing Kids
19:00 August: Osage County
21:15 The Motel Life
23:00 The Frozen Ground

01:15 Odd Thomas-PG15
03:00 At Middleton-PG15
05:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five Film-
PG15
06:45 The Butler-PG15
09:00 Snitch-PG15
11:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
13:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
15:00 The 7:39-PG15
16:45 Snitch-PG15
18:45 The Expendables 3-PG15

01:15 Hammer Boy
02:45 A Turtleʼs Tale 2: Sammyʼs
Escape From Paradise
04:30 Unstable Fables: 3 Pigs & A
Baby
06:00 Luke And Lucy: The Texas
Rangers
07:45 The Little Rascals Save The
Day
09:30 Khumba
11:15 Vampire Dog
13:00 A Turtleʼs Tale 2: Sammyʼs
Escape From Paradise
14:45 Knight Rusty
16:15 Hatching
18:00 Khumba
20:00 The Nut Job
22:00 Knight Rusty
23:30 Hatching

07:00 Golfing World
11:30 ICC Cricket 360
12:00 Live ICC World T20 Qualifier 
16:30 Asian Tour Highlights
17:00 Live The Senior Open
Championship
21:30 The is PGA Tour 
22:00 Live PGA Tour 

00:00 Trans World Sport
07:00 NRL Premiership 
09:00 Golfing World
10:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
12:00 Live PGA European Tour
14:00 Golfing World
16:00 Live PGA European Tour
19:00 WWE NXT
20:00 WWE SmackDown
22:00 Live Super League

00:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 28
07:00 Live  BAN v SA, 1st Test,
Day 3
15:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 28
16:15 Live ICC WT20 Qualifier :
Play off 4

00:00 Appalachian Outlaws
01:00 Alone
02:00 Mountain Men
03:00 Appalachian Outlaws
04:00 Ax Men
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
07:00 Mountain Men
08:00 Ax Men
09:00 Alone
10:00 Ice Road Truckers
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Restoration
12:30 American Restoration
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Alone
17:00 Mountain Men
18:00 American Pickers
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:30 Pawn Stars
22:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
23:00 Counting Cars
23:30 Counting Cars

00:45 My Crazy Obsession
01:10 My Crazy Obsession
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 My Weight Is Killing Me
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Say Yes To The Dress
√¢‚Ç¨‚Äú Bridesmaids
03:40 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:05 Brides Of Beverly Hills
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Cake Boss

OSN MOVIES PREMIERE HD
00:00 Fantastic Four: Rise Of The
Silver Surfer-PG
02:00 Lockout-PG15
04:00 No Clue-PG15
06:00 Hellboy: Blood & Iron-PG
08:00 Cloverfield-PG15
10:00 Hellboy: Sword Of Storms-
PG
12:00 Breakout-PG15
14:00 American Warships-PG15
16:00 Cloverfield-PG15
18:00 Labor Day-PG15

20:00 Trespass-PG15
22:00 Deep In The Darkness-18

21:00 The Equalizer-18
23:15 Riddick-18
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Automated enquiry
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card is
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Kuwait

SHARQIA-1
HATCHED 11:45 AM
HATCHED 1:45 PM
HATCHED 3:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:15 PM
DARK PLACES 7:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 9:45 PM
DARK PLACES 12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:15 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 PM
THE GALLOWS 3:00 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 5:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 7:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 10:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
HATCHED 12:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:15 PM
HATCHED 5:15 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 7:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 9:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-2
POUND OF FLESH 11:00 AM
DARK PLACES 1:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 3:45 PM
DARK PLACES 6:00 PM
DARK PLACES 8:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 10:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-3
THE GALLOWS 11:15 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 5:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

FANAR-1
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 3:00 PM
POUND OF FLESH 5:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 7:45 PM
POUND OF FLESH 10:15 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:30 AM

FANAR-2
DARK PLACES 12:15 PM
DARK PLACES 2:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 4:45 PM
DARK PLACES 7:15 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 9:30 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 12:05 AM

FANAR-3
HATCHED 12:00 PM

HATCHED 1:45 PM
HATCHED 3:30 PM
THE GALLOWS 5:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 7:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 10:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 1:00 AM

FANAR-4
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:15 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 6:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
THE GALLOWS 11:00 AM
MINIONS 1:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 3:00 PM
MINIONS 5:30 PM
THE GALLOWS 7:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 9:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 11:45 PM

MARINA-1
POUND OF FLESH 11:15 AM
DARK PLACES 1:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 3:45 PM
DARK PLACES 6:00 PM
DARK PLACES 8:15 PM
POUND OF FLESH 10:30 PM
POUND OF FLESH 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
THE GALLOWS 11:00 AM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 1:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 3:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 5:30 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 7:45 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 10:00 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 12:15 AM

MARINA-3
HATCHED 11:15 AM
TERMINATOR GENISYS -3D 1:00 PM
HATCHED 3:30 PM
HATCHED 5:15 PM
HABIB AL ARAD - Kuwaiti Film 7:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS -3D 9:30 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
THE GALLOWS 11:00 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:00 PM
MINIONS 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:00 PM
MINIONS 8:00 PM
THE GALLOWS 10:00 PM
TERMINATOR GENISYS 12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
HATCHED 11:00 AM
HATCHED 1:00 PM
HATCHED 3:00 PM
HATCHED 5:00 PM
HATCHED 7:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN - Hindi 8:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN - Hindi 11:45 PM

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:32
Shorook 05:03
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:29
Maghrib: 18:46
Isha: 20:15

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Thursday 23/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
KAC 564 Amman 00:05
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
UAE 3857 Dubai 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
MEA 408 Beirut 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 403 Sohag 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
RJA 5640 Amman 02:55
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
QTR 8301 Doha 04:50
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
MSR 2614 Cairo 06:50
OMA 641 Muscat 06:50
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
IRA 673 Ahwaz 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KKK 6505 Istanbul 08:05
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:30
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 09:30
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
ABY 129 Sharjah 09:45
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
SYR 341 Damascus 10:05
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 562 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
KAC 538 Sohag 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KNE 460 Riyadh 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KNE 476 Jeddah 16:40
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:55
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 618 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
KNE 466 Riyadh 20:25
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
LZB 7779 Burgas 23:45

Departure Flights on Thursday 23/7/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
UAE 3858 Dubai 01:55
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
MEA 409 Beirut 03:10
MSC 404 Sohag 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
RJA 5641 Amman 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
JZR 561 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
QTR 8302 Doha 06:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
OMA 642 Muscat 07:50
MSR 2615 Cairo 07:50
KAC 537 Sohag 08:20
BAW 156 London 08:30
IRA 672 Ahwaz 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 09:05
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
GBB 4763 Sarajevo 10:05
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
ABY 120 Sharjah 10:25
IZG 4162 Mashhad 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
SYR 342 Damascus 11:05
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 1801 Cairo 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:55
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 6 Dubai 15:20
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
SVA 505 Jeddah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 481 Riyadh 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KNE 477 Jeddah 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 19:15
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 36 Colombo 20:00
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 303 Mumbai 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
THY 5583 ADB 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50
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CHANGE OF NAME

Mohammad Rafi (old
name) holder of Indian
Passport No: M6713974,
R/o No: 2: Mamandur, Via
Renigunta (Mandalam),
Chittoor Dist. A.P. (Andhra
Pradesh) changed my name
to Sayed Mohammad Rafi. 
(C 5011)
22-7-2015



THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

You might try a more cautious approach to sharing your feelings today, but you
could be stressing over the wrong things. Instead of wasting time trying to guess
how others will react to your emotional disclosure, just let the cards fall where they
may. Your impatience can interfere with whatever stability you have already
gained. But even if you feel stuck with no clear direction, there’s no need to force
progress now. Relationship dynamics will make more sense soon enough if you
can relax your expectations and enjoy the present moment. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You have very specific ideas about how your day should unfold but you may not
be able to stick to your initial plan if you want to play nicely with others. Managing
your schedule is impossible when people keep changing their minds about the
activities that include you today. But you can’t just take all your toys and go home
because you might need to provide a strong shoulder for someone to lean on
when things get dicey. It’s pointless to push your personal agenda now; you have a
lot to learn and plenty to offer by going along with the flow.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may not feel like revealing too many details today, even if you
know exactly what you want. Keeping quiet seems like your best option since
you’re afraid that others might not agree with your position. It’s likely that your
intuition is on point now because your coworkers don’t understand your current
motives. Thankfully, you won’t have to respond to questions you prefer not to
answer if you don’t give too much information away in the first place. Focusing on
someone else’s needs is a clever deflection because it allows you to play the role of
a supportive friend while also conveniently taking the bright light off of you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Although acting more spontaneously sounds like a wonderful idea in theory, you
might not enjoy the experience if you’re worried about the criticism you could
receive for your behavior. You feel emotionally exposed now as if others already
know your desires, even if you haven’t uttered a word. However, your fear of disap-
proval can be a problem if you’re monitoring everything you say and do. One way to
reduce your current stress is to practice unconditional self-acceptance. Ultimately,
those who matter will respect you as long as you’re being true to yourself.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your imagination continues to run rampant with three planets clustered in your
12th House of Fantasy. However, drama is simmering in your real life and you could
be pulled into an emotionally charged conversation with a close friend or relative
now. Although you prefer to keep your feelings private today, you won’t be able to
stay out of the spotlight for much longer. Nevertheless, use your downtime to figure
out what your heart wants so you are ready to handle the delicate relationship
issues that pop up in the days ahead. Forewarned is forearmed. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You can’t help but be nervous about sharing your goals with your associates, but
exercising too much hesitation today could cause you to miss an exciting opportu-
nity. You might shy away from casual conversations or even turn down a social invi-
tation if it doesn’t align with your agenda. Although making a hasty retreat isn’t nec-
essarily wise now, neither is responding too quickly. Something worthwhile will like-
ly withstand the test of time, so waiting a day or two before making a final decision
ultimately works in your favor. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You often go out of your way to balance your needs with others since maintain-
ing peace and harmony is key to your relationship success. You might even
choose to keep some of your preferences to yourself because you don’t want to
disturb the status quo. You may have a specific destination in mind today, yet
you’re reluctant to say anything because you don’t have the logistics in place.
Don’t worry about the details now; just be clear about your objectives with the
understanding that satisfaction could still take a while to reach. Honesty is the

best policy, especially with yourself. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You have been reconsidering your long-term goals ever since solemn
Saturn retrograded into your sign last month. Even if you’re anticipating the future,
today’s Mercury-Saturn trine requires you to stop and review your past to better
understand your current feelings. You may worry that you can’t actualize your ambi-
tious plans, but your caution could turn into self-doubt if you overanalyze every
move. Do yourself a favor now; don’t assume the worst-case scenario or that might
be what you manifest. Rest assured that your lost confidence will return; it’s just a
game of mind over matter.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You may not want anyone to know that you’re wrestling with your doubts now, but
there’s no reason to fake confidence if you aren’t currently feeling it. It’s healthier to
show more emotional restraint instead of taking something too far when you are
not totally invested. Spontaneity comes naturally to you, but you benefit today
from some quiet time to reassess your direction. You don’t have to spill the beans if
you’re not in the mood; leaving some details to the imagination serves you well.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You might not want to deal with an associate who is emotionally needy
today, yet your empathy with someone else’s feelings can open doors to a new level
of friendship. It’s worth the struggle now as you try to determine what lines to cross
and how much to reveal. Of course, it’s safer to play the role of the stoic friend and
hide behind a wall of reason. However, avoiding your feelings could create unneces-
sary resistance. Lean into your fear of intimacy by being radically honest; you may be
pleasantly surprised by what happens when you open your heart. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You may be overly concerned that you have taken a relationship too far too fast and
now you want to run to a place of emotional safety. Or maybe you made an inaccu-
rate assumption about someone’s feelings, creating unnecessary drama.
Fortunately, with realistic Saturn in the equation today, you’re committed to getting
all the facts right, even if they complicate matters. There’s no need to make any sud-
den moves. Take a few steps back from the awkward situation and give yourself
enough distance to regain an objective perspective. Time is your ally.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You could be so goal oriented today that others don’t know how to react to your
unabashed ambition. Your emotions are uncharacteristically intense, even if you
don’t want to dwell on them. But any attempt to downplay your feelings creates a
different set of problems as someone misinterprets your nonchalance as a sign of
disinterest. Don’t hold back now when it comes to expressing your dreams; go out
of your way to let the ones you love know how passionately you feel about your
future and their place in it.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 969

ACROSS
1. (folklore) Fairies that are somewhat mischie-
vous.
4. Any exciting and complex play intended to
confuse (dazzle) the opponent.
12. An adult male person (as opposed to a
woman).
15. A pass between mountain peaks.
16. Bring something new to an environment.
17. (British informal) Not to be deceived or
hoodwinked n 1.
18. Used by Maoris for thatching.
20. A populous province in northeastern China.
21. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in
Turkey).
22. (of persons) Highest in rank or authority or
office.
23. Black-and-white diving bird of northern
seas.
25. A person forced to flee from home or coun-
try.
27. A silvery ductile metallic element found pri-
marily in bauxite.
28. British artist and writer of nonsense verse
(1812-1888).
29. A name that has been assumed temporarily.
30. Genus of erect herbs of the Middle East hav-
ing showy flowers.
32. The act of slowing down or falling behind.
34. A republic in central Europe.
39. The compass point midway between north-
east and east.
40. A bluish-white lustrous metallic element.
43. Swedish theologian (1688-1772).
46. Any of various spiny trees or shrubs of the
genus Acacia.
48. Informal terms for a meal.
49. In some classifications.
52. A unit of electrical resistance equal to the
resistance between two points on a conductor
when a potential difference of one volt
between them produces a current of one
ampere.
53. (Sumerian) Sun god.
54. To exhaust by excessive cultivation, of land.
57. A soft yellow malleable ductile (trivalent and
univalent) metallic element.
58. Extent downward or backward or inward.
61. A Russian river.
62. (Greek mythology) The Titan who was father
of Atlas and Epimetheus and Prometheus in
ancient mythology.
64. A dialect of Chinese spoken in southeastern
China.
66. An associate degree in nursing.
67. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
68. Long green edible beaked pods of the okra
plant.
71. A rare heavy polyvalent metallic element
that resembles manganese chemically and is
used in some alloys.
76. Sorghum having slender dry stalks and
small hard grains.
78. A coenzyme derived from the B vitamin
nicotinic acid.
79. Stable gear consisting of either of two
curved supports that are attached to the collar
of a draft horse and that hold the traces.
80. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
82. An anxiety disorder characterized by chronic
free-floating anxiety and such symptoms as
tension or sweating or trembling of light-head-
edness or irritability etc that has lasted for more
than six months.
83. Type genus of the Anatidae.
84. Genus of chiefly small rock-loving ferns.
85. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part
of an organism.

DOWN
1. Of or relating to a seizure or convulsion.
2. English actor and comedian who appeared
on television and in films (born in 1935).
3. A folded part (as a fold of skin or muscle).
4. The former capital and 2nd largest city of
Brazil.
5. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not the
external persona) that is in touch with the
unconscious.
6. A bluish-white lustrous metallic element.
7. African terrestrial ferns.
8. (statistics) Approximating the statistical norm
or average or expected value.
9. Wasting of the body during a chronic disease.
10. Goddess of criminal rashness and its punish-
ment.
11. A family of fish in the order Zeomorphi.
12. A master's degree in fine arts.
13. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly
aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.
14. City in Sudan.
19. Informal terms for clothing.
24. (Norse mythology) One of the Aesir known
for his beauty and skill with bow and skis.
26. A public square with room for pedestrians.
31. United States comedian.
33. An affirmative.
35. Of a leaf shape.
36. A pause during which things are calm or
activities are diminished.
37. A soft gray ductile metallic element used in
alloys.
38. A visual presentation showing how some-
thing works.
41. The most northwestern Hawaiian island
(beyond Kauai).
42. French writer who portrayed the human
condition as isolated in an absurd world (1913-
1960).
44. The mistake of not following suit when able
to do so.
45. Fleshy spore-bearing inner mass of e.g. a
puffball or stinkhorn.
47. A small cut of meat including part of a rib.
50. A trivalent metallic element of the rare earth
group.
51. Neuralgia along the sciatic nerve.
55. Nearly cosmopolitan family.
56. A hymn of praise (especially one sung in
ancient Greece to invoke or thank a deity).
59. Greek philosopher and astronomer (who
predicted an eclipse in 585 BC) who was said by
Aristotle to be the founder of physical science.
60. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celes-
tial point measured westward along the celes-
tial equator from the zenith crossing.
63. A genus of Scolopacidae.
65. German arms manufacturer and son of
Friedrich Krupp.
69. An inn in some Eastern countries with a
large courtyard that provides accommodation
for caravans.
70. Avatar of Vishnu.
72. A large piece of fabric (as canvas) by means
of which wind is used to propel a sailing vessel.
73. A small cake leavened with yeast.
74. An official language of the Republic of
South Africa.
75. Tropical starchy tuberous root.
77. A lipoprotein that transports cholesterol in
the blood.
81. The branch of engineering science that
studies the uses of electricity and the equip-
ment for power generation and distribution
and the control of machines and communica-
tion.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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David Beckham is to star in Guy Richie’s ‘The
Man From U.N.C.L.E’. The 40-year-old retired
soccer star will appear in the action adven-

ture movie, directed by his pal Guy Richie and star-
ring Henry Cavill, about secret agents working to
stop criminals using nuclear weapons. A source said:
“He was very grateful to Guy for getting him a small
role and it was a great experience.” The Brit will
appear early on as he plays the part of a projection-
ist who reveals the mission for the main characters

in the film, set for release on August 1.  The insider
told The Sun newspaper: “Becks gets the plot going
and sets the scene for the rest of the movie.”He only
needed a day on set to film it so it didn’t take too
much time out of his schedule. “Guy thinks it’s great
Becks is involved. It would make great viewing see-
ing him pop up as random characters in future.
David was confirmed for the cameo following a
snap that wife Victoria, 41, posted on Twitter of him
pointing at a movie poster. Meanwhile, Guy Richie

told Access Hollywood: “He’s in the film. He’s in
there... He’s marginally disguised, but he’s in the
movie. I mean, once you know who it is, you’ll know
who it is!”

Beckham to cameo
in Guy Ritchie movie 

Christina Hendricks’

shock at mom role 

Christina Hendricks “froze” when she was asked to
play Charlize Theron’s mother. The ‘Mad Men’ star -
who is only three months older than her ‘Dark Places’

co-star - has admitted she sighed with relief when she real-
ized it was for a number of flashback scenes. She
explained: “I walked on set and they had just lost their oth-
er lead to play Charlize’s mom. They said ‘Would you con-
sider taking on this role?’ and I sort of just froze. “Yes [to
play her mom]... In flashbacks.” And the 40-year-old beauty
has admitted she has tried her best to be “professional” in
every job throughout her career. Recalling one of her first
days of work as an actress whilst on The Late Late Show
with James Corden, she shared: “I do remember one of the
first days at work. You have that hose and you’re trying to
be professional. My boss had a big painting of himself in
the salon and [the hose] slipped out of my hand. “[Water]
was on the client and on the painting. I was trying to get a
handle on it. It was one of those bad shampoo girl days ...”

Jake Gyllenhaal wants to become a director. The 34-
year-old actor has received critical acclaim for his per-
formance in front of the camera in various movies,

including ‘Southpaw’, ‘Nightcrawler’ and ‘Donnie Darko’, but
says he also has ambitions to helm a movie of his own.
Asked if he’d like to make the transition into directing, Jake
said: “Yes I would. It hasn’t come up yet. It’s starting to, but I
see how hard it is, and I see how many people think they
can do it. You really have to know what you want to say.
And you really have to be very prepared: not just in terms
of skill, but as a human, because it takes such patience. I
have more to learn, but I’d like to try my hand at it some-

day.” Meanwhile, Jake also revealed he weighs up a num-
ber of different factors before accepting a film role. Asked
if the director dictates whether he chooses to appear in a
film or not, Jake told Time Out magazine: “Sometimes it is,
and sometimes it’s the director, editor, cinematographer,
set designers, producers.”A movie is never made with just
one mind. I try and have the knowledge of every single
department, and what they’ve done.”

Gyllenhaal reveals 
directing ambition 

West for
Blake album 
Kanye West and Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon will feature

on James Blake’s new album. The 26-year-old musi-
cian has announced the ‘All Day’ rapper along with

singer/songwriter Justin will feature on his third studio
album, which he recently revealed will be called ‘Radio
Silence’. Questioned on whether the pair will appear on the
LP during an interview with Esquire magazine, he revealed:
“I can confirm that they’re on it. Kanye - I’m with him today.
We’d already started on something ... today we should nail
something down. If it doesn’t end up on the album you
know it hasn’t worked.” The record will be the follow-up to
James’ 2013 album ‘Overgrown’ which was nominated for
the prestigious Mercury Prize after receiving critical
acclaim on its release. It’s no surprise Kanye has finally
stepped into the studio with the electronic musician, hav-
ing previously invited him to collaborate after calling him
his “favorite artist”. However, last year the ‘Retrograde’
singer confessed it was tricky trying to arrange a track with
the rapper - who has two-year-old daughter North with
wife Kim Kardashian West - because Kanye insists on being
in the same room when he’s working with another musi-
cian. James explained: “You know, the way that I like to
work is bare bones and personal. I think because Kanye’s
such an accomplished producer, if I was to work with him,
then I think we could do something together, and just
together, you know?”

Will Young thinks Kanye West is “awful”. The ‘Pop
Idol’ winner has insisted he despises the
‘Bound 2’ rapper for his “audacious and opu-

lent” nature and refused to watch the star perform a
recent headline set at Glastonbury Festival. He blasted:
“I was at Glastonbury and I refused to see him. He’s
awful. What does he stand for? His arrogance com-
pletely over-runs him as a musician. He’s so audacious
and opulent. “It shows the worst of people who have
loads of money. Massive weddings, opulent engage-
ments. Who is this man? And why do we laud these
people?” And until the rapper reduces his “arrogance”,
the 36-year-old singer has no plans to listen to any of
the star’s music.  He added to BBC News: “I’m not inter-
ested in arrogance. It’s just a cover. “Get rid of the arro-
gance and show me the frailty. I won’t listen to his
music.” During the chat, Will shared his favorite albums,
with The Beatles’ ‘Revolver’ topping his list. Speaking
about the band’s 1966 album, he said: “It was a record
that was always played in my house from about the age
of 10. It was probably when CDs first came in - my folks
got ‘Revolver’ and ‘Abbey Road’ and we went away on
holiday to South Africa and played it in the house we
were staying in. “Every song was so different. I’d never
heard anything like it before - and never since, actually.
Paul McCartney is one of my favorite singers. He’s got

this brilliant vibrato - but he doesn’t rest on it. A Jazz
singer would use the vibrato a lot, but his projection is
quite straight. He passes through it.”

Will Young: Kanye West is ‘awful’ 

Lorde to judge
International Songwriting

Competition 

Lorde, Tom Waits and Kesha are set to judge the
International Songwriting Competition. The 18-year-
old ‘Royals’ hitmaker along with the iconic

singer/songwriter and ‘Tik Tok’ singer are among some of
the many high profile artists who will feature on the panel,
along with British band Bastille, Swedish DJ Avicii, R&B
vocal group Boyz II Men, 77-year-old legend Bill Withers,
‘Somewhere Only We Know’ singers Keane, dance-hall rap-
per Sean Paul and Run D.M.C.’s Darryl McDaniels. The annu-
al contest, which first launched in 2002, encourages song-
writers to create “something truly meaningful” by giving
away more than $150,000 in cash and prizes to the 68 win-
ners. As well as performers, music industry executives will
also have their say in judging across the 22 categories, with
CEOs from Atlantic, Epic, Sony Music Latin, Warner Bros,
and Concord Music Group set to appear alongside the
artists on the panel. The grand prize was won by Australian
musician Vance Joy earlier this year thanks to his catchy
tune ‘Riptide’, bagging him $25,000 in prize money and
$30,000 in merchandise and services. Other stars to have
previously won in the contest - which is open to both pro-
fessional and amateur songwriters - include Bastille, Gotye,
Kimbra, Passenger, King Charles and Lindsey Sirling.

Simon Cowell: I’d
have Leona back 

Simon Cowell wants Leona Lewis to return to
Syco. The ‘Bleeding Love’ hitmaker broke away
from the label last year following a number of

disagreements and instead signed to Island Records,
but after her new single ‘Fire Under My Feet’ flopped
in the charts, her old boss has reached out to the
estranged star with a potentially career-saving offer.
He said: “I have a real soft spot for Leona for so many
reasons. I’d say to her, and I genuinely mean this, that
the door will always be left open. “Any time she ever
thought, ‘I want to come back to Syco’ I’d welcome
her back with open arms. “When you’ve got talent as
good as this and a voice as good as that, with the
right song you can always have a hit.” And Simon
believes his “enemies” were partly to blame for the
open letter that Leona penned where she voiced her
“frustrations” with his label. He explained to The Sun
newspaper: “She was being wound up. That just was-
n’t her. And I think she now understands that once
you say something, it kind of creates your own
momentum, but probably not in the right way.” The
30-year-old star - who will release her fifth studio
album ‘I Am’ on September 11 2015 - won the third
series of ‘The X Factor’ in 2006 but recently revealed
she quit her record deal with Syco because she
wanted a more approachable boss. She said: “I want-
ed to go somewhere I had close personal relation-
ships, the sort of place where I could phone the boss
on a Sunday and ask him if one track - already fin-
ished - could have strings on it and he would not
only take my call but say, ‘Yes.’” 

McKellen turned
down Mission:
Impossible role 

Sir Ian McKellen only starred in the ‘Lord of the Rings’
and ‘X-Men’ movies because he turned down a role in
‘Mission: Impossible II’. The 76-year-old actor - who

appeared as Gandalf and Magneto, in two of the most suc-
cessful franchises of all time - has revealed the decision to
spurn the chance to appear in the action movie proved to
be a turning point in his career. He said: “I got offered a
part in ‘Mission: Impossible II’ with Tom Cruise, but they
wouldn’t let me see the whole script because I might have
spilled the beans. I only got my scenes.  “Well, I couldn’t
judge from reading just those scenes what the script was
like. So I said no. And my agent said, ‘You cant say no to
working with Tom Cruise!’ and I said, ‘I think I will’.” Sir Ian
said the decision proved to be a landmark moment for
him, opening the door for other opportunities. He told
PEOPLE: “The next day, Bryan Singer asked me to play
Magneto and then Peter Jackson asked me to play Gandalf,
and I said yes to both.”— Bang Showbiz
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Jaeger-LeCoultre unveils its latest tribute to
Britain, the Grande ReversoUltra Thin 1931
Special London Flagship edition. “The

timepiece is the most limited in the tribute
series of the Grande ReversoUltra Thin 1931
collection”, says Stephane Belmont, Creation &
Marketing Executive Director of the
Manufacture. “With only 26 pieces to be made,
following on from the acclaimed “Rouge” mod-
el and the delicious “Chocolat” model in this
tribute collection, the special London Flagship
edition dial is a beautiful deep green lac-
quered dial, reminiscent of the rolling British
countryside and of course with a nod to the
legendary sporting color.”

The deep green color is dear to many at
Jaeger-LeCoultre, including Design and Artistic
Director, Janek Deleskiewicz, whose time as a
young man in England in the 1960s and 1970s
form some of his greatest memories of free-
dom and during which he collected many
eclectic objects from around the country, and
also became interested in beautiful cars at that
time. What’s more is that since those days,
Deleskiewicz has been totally in love with the
surprise and elegance of British tailoring -
many of his suits have this deep green silk lin-
ing.

The second side on the solid case back fea-
tures an exquisite engraving of the Palace of
Westminster featuring the famous clock tower
endearingly called Big Ben, drawn by
Deleskiewicz himself. “There is perhaps no bet-
ter symbol of democracy and commemoration
place for great world leaders, and iconic archi-
tecture and chime than Big Ben”, continues
Belmont.  The charm of Big Ben has captured
the Manufacture’s imagination for many years.
In fact, the Jaeger-LeCoultre DuomËtre a
Grande Sonnerie - one of the most complicat-
ed watches in the world - chimes all the notes
and the full melody of Big Ben.

Zahra Kassim-Lakha, Director UK Marketing
& Global Strategy is “proud that British-mania
continues to thrive at Jaeger-LeCoultre. This
Grande ReversoUltra Thin 1931 Special London
edition is exclusive to the Maison’s elegant
new flagship at 13 Old Bond Street, opened in
late April. I invite collectors and lovers of
design to discover this piece this summer. With
Big Ben and Reverso, it is nothing short of two
icons in one.”  

From the 1851 Universal Exhibition in
London, where Antoine LeCoultre was award-
ed his first gold medal for his major contribu-
tion to the development of the watch-making
industry, to the development of the Calibre
101 that equipped the watch worn by Queen
Elizabeth II on her Coronation day, through the
iconic Reverso watch, originally created in
1931 for British officers playing polo in India...
numerous examples that illustrate the very
special emotions that unite the Manufacture of
the VallÈe de Joux and the United Kingdom. 

The Grande Reverso Ultra Thin 1931 Special
London Flagship Edition is available in a short
series of 26 pieces exclusively at the Jaeger-
LeCoultre London Flagship on 13 Old Bond
Street, with deliveries starting this summer.

Grande ReversoUltra Thin 1931
special edition marks the opening

of London flagship boutique

As summer temperatures - and utility bills -
rise, there are some easy ways to keep cool
that are cheaper and greener than air condi-

tioning. A little savvy about when to open win-
dows and when to keep them closed with curtains
drawn goes a long way toward cooling a home, as
does putting thought into what cooling appliances
to use and when, the experts say.

Cooling curtains
Pull down the shades or draw the curtains on

windows facing south, east and west during the
day, says Con Edison, which provides power to New
York City and surrounding areas. It says 40 percent
of unwanted heat comes in through the windows.
Even if air conditioning is needed later in the day,
drawing the curtains earlier means you can use less
of it.

“And it’s better to shade the outside of the win-
dow than the inside,” said Abigail Daken, cooling
products manager for Washington, DC-based
Energy Star, an Environmental Protection Agency
program that helps businesses and individuals save
money and protect the climate through energy
efficiency. “Shutters and awnings are very effective,”
Daken said.

Get in the flow
When outdoor temperatures fall below 70

degrees, the Natural Resources Defense Council
recommends turning off the air conditioner and
opening the windows instead. In climates with low

to moderate humidity, where it ’s cold in the
evening, a “whole-house” fan to help draw cool air
in through windows and force hot air out through
upstairs vents is extremely helpful, Daken said. “A
cheaper version is to open the windows and use
the bathroom fan for exhaust, especially if there’s
no cross breeze,” she said. “This helps create some
flow.”

Be a fan of fans
Ceiling fans are a great substitute for air condi-

tioning when it’s not overly hot or humid, and they
make you feel cooler by moving air across your
skin, says Meg Watner, of the Natural Resources
Defense Council.

If you need to buy fans, look for Energy Star rat-
ings and rebate offers, she said. Also, many ceiling
fans feature a light kit, so make sure each socket

has an energy-saving LED bulb inside. LED bulbs
use five times less energy than the old incandes-
cents and don’t give off as much heat, Watner says.

Plant a tree
A tree is as sophisticated as any electronic

device around, conservationists say. It lets sun
through in winter and grows sun-blocking leaves in
summer. Large deciduous trees planted on the
east, west and northwest sides of your home create
shade from the hot summer sun and can reduce
summer air conditioning costs by up to 35 percent,
according to the Arbor Day Foundation, a non-
profit Nebraska-based conservation group.

Avoid heat-producing appliances
Con Edison recommends minimizing the use of

household appliances when temperatures climb.
Summer is a great time to opt for outdoor grilling
and foods that don’t require cooking. Washers, dry-
ers and dishwashers should be used at night, when
temperatures are cooler, Con Edison says.

When you do use air conditioners...
... be sure they’re Energy Star-certified, have

programmable thermostats, and are set no lower
than 78 degrees when you’re around, 80 when
you’re away for part of the day, and “off” when
you’re on vacation, Watner says. Programmable
thermostats can cut power use by 20 percent to 30
percent, she says. Many power companies offer
free programmable thermostats to clients, and it’s
worth checking their websites for offers and
rebates.

“Raising the temperature by 7 degrees when no
one is home, 4 degrees at bedtime, along with
proper programming during the winter, can save
you more than $180 every year,” according to
Daken, of Energy Star. Make sure windows are well-
sealed to keep cool air from leaking out.

And don’t cool an empty room: Block vents in
unused rooms and turn the system off entirely
while you’re away. Keeping central air conditioner
filters clean adds to their efficiency. Air condition-
ers and cooling systems should be inspected and
cleaned annually, and kept clear of leaves and dirt,
experts say. “We recommend that filters be
checked every three months, or more often for
homes with pets,” Daken said. If your AC is more
than 12 years old, replacing it with an Energy Star-
qualified model could cut your annual cooling
costs by 30 percent, Watner says. Many local utility
companies offer rebates for more efficient new
models. — AP

Beyond air conditioning: Savvy 
ways to keep your home cool

Since I wrote about homemade shampoo last week, I fig-
ured why not write about homemade conditioner?
Makes sense since many of you actually liked the home-

made shampoo! I was always worried about trying out the
homemade conditioner because I tried many commercial con-
ditioners that left my hair feeling like burnt toast! It was awful,
and I always dread using new conditioners and how they’d
make my hair feel when I’m done. However, I’ve tried a few of
these recipes for the conditioner but I also added a few more
for those who have different hair types than I do. 

Again, these homemade recipes are useful for those who
travel a lot and expose their hair to not only different and
harsh weather, but to different water, I mean, different water
sources include different levels of copper than you’re hair is
exposed to, and usually that is what damages your hair. 

What you can do is, try a couple of these recipes and what-
ever you feel works best for you make in larger amounts to
keep in an old bottle or shampoo/conditioner bottle to use
later on or take with you if you’re going away. 

Let us start with this recipe that I feel will work for most
hair types, but again, make sure to try it out first not every-
thing works for everything. 

1. Deep conditioning you’ll need: 
• 1 avocado
• 1 egg
• 1 tablespoon of honey 
• 2 tablespoons of coconut oil
• 1 tablespoon of argan oil
• 1/2 a cup of apple cider vinegar 

Mix all these ingredients together and leave on your hair as
a mask for 15 minutes or use it as a conditioner but keep it on
for about 5-7minutes and massage it through your roots to
ends. 

2. Banana smoothie you’ll need:
• 1 or 2 bananas depending on your hair length
• Coconut milk
• Coconut oil
• Honey

Cut up bananas and add 1/2 a cup of coconut milk, 2 table-
spoons of coconut oil and honey. Blend all the ingredients in a
blender for about 45 seconds, till it looks like a smoothie,
make sure no chunky bits of bananas are left, because they’ll
be difficult to wash out. Bananas help moisturize and repair
your split ends, they also don’t smell weird. This recipe will
leave your hair shiny and soft. 

3. Anti-dandruff and dryness conditioner you’ll
need:
• Eggs
• Yoghurt
• Mayonnaise 

Use unflavored yoghurt to mix 1 egg and 1/2 a cup of may-
onnaise. This recipe will increase the production of natural oils
in your scalp which will reduce the dryness and dandruff. 

4. Weak and thin hair you’ll need: 
• 2 tablespoons of powdered cinnamon 
• 2 tablespoons of honey
• 2 eggs
• Half a cup of milk

Mix all these ingredients in a bowl and add warm water to
the mix. Use before shampooing or after as a mask to leave
more 40 minutes. The cinnamon improves blood circulation to
the scalp and the roots, which will result in healthier and
thicker hair. 

5. For oily hair you’ll need:
• A handful of mint leaves
• 1/2 a cup of black tea
• 3 cups of water

Add the mint leaves to boiling water, then separate the
leaves and the water while heating up a bowl of warm tea.
Add the water from the mint leaves (removing the mint
leaves) to the black tea and let it cool.  Use this mix
before/after you shampoo. You can also use green tea. 

This recipe will cool and refreshes your scalp, and prevent
oils producing as well as prevents infections on the scalp dur-
ing the hot weather. The green/black tea also provides numer-
ous minerals that trigger health growth. 

As I mentioned before, try these recipes out and see what
works best for you. I tried covering most hair types and possi-
ble recipes to use. None of those will be harmful whatsoever,
unless you have allergies from certain ingredients. It’s always a
good idea to use organic products, not always and forever but
at least for a few days every once in a while to help your hair
repair itself in a healthy way. 

Let me know how it goes!  

DIY homemade conditioner!
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Taylor Swift led nominations for the MTV Video Music
Awards, but quickly was embroiled in controversy
when rapper Nicki Minaj suggested she was passed

over because of racial bias. The premier music video event
announced Tuesday that Swift was in the running in nine
categories for two hits from her blockbuster album “1989.”
The host of the August 30 gala in Los Angeles will be singer
Miley Cyrus, who at the 2013 awards stripped down to a
flesh-colored bikini and twerked with Robin Thicke-adding
to her notoriety but also bringing the bottom-thrusting
dance move into the mainstream.

Minaj, one of the top female stars in hip-hop, criticized
MTV’s choices and hinted that she was ignored for Video of
the Year as she is a fulsome African American woman. She
noted that her video for “Anaconda”-which is dominated
by twerking broke what was then a record for first-day
views and turned into a popular meme for Halloween cos-
tumes. “When the ‘other’ girls drop a video that breaks
records and impacts culture they get that nomination,” she
wrote on Twitter. “If your video celebrates women with very
slim bodies, you will be nominated for vid of the year,” she
tweeted. “Black women influence pop culture so much but
are rarely rewarded for it,” she wrote. “Anaconda” was nomi-
nated in three categories including Best Female Video and
Best Hip-Hop Video.

Swift tries to defuse row 
Swift broke Minaj’s first-day view record with “Bad

Blood,” in which the 25-year-old pop superstar appears as
an action hero with a bevy of fellow stars including actress
Jessica Alba and model Cindy Crawford. Swift, who has cast
herself as a feminist, responded to Minaj by inviting her to
share the stage if “Bad Blood” wins for Video of the Year.
“I’ve done nothing but love and support you. It’s unlike you

to pit women against each other. Maybe one of the men
took your slot,” Swift tweeted. Minaj said she was baffled by
Swift’s comments and urged her to speak out on portrayals
of African American women. Two African American artists
were nominated for Video of the Year-pop diva Beyonce
and rapper Kendrick Lamar.

Beyonce was nominated in a total of five categories for
“7/11,” in which the famously slender singer dances in loca-
tions including a hotel balcony, a bathroom and in front of
a Christmas tree. English singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran was
nominated in six categories including Video of the Year for
“Thinking Out Loud,” which shows him ballroom dancing.

Echo of Grammys controversy 
In addition to “Bad Blood,” Swift was nominated in two

categories for “Blank Space,” in which she plays a romantic
villain feuding with a lover at a mansion. “Blank Space” is
the fourth most-viewed video ever on YouTube, with more
than one billion views. The racial dynamics of the nomina-
tions mirrored a debate at the latest Grammys where critics
questioned the four nominations given to white Australian
rapper Iggy Azalea, although she ultimately went home
empty-handed.

Rapper Azealia Banks was especially outspoken against
Azalea, accusing her of exploiting African American cul-
ture. Banks offered further commentary Tuesday, saying
that she deserved both Grammys and Video Music Awards.
“But I’ll never get one because America doesn’t like opin-
ionated black women,” she tweeted. — AFP

Rapper Minaj blasts MTV
awards as Swift leads nods

Singer Taylor Swift performs during her ‘1989’ world tour
at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ. — AP photos

Nicki Minaj performs at the 2015 Hot 97 Summer Jam at
MetLife Stadium, in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

Katy Perry has amassed millions of fans around the
world, but her failure to win over two elderly nuns is
creating an unholy battle. The pop singer wants to

turn a former convent into her home. The sprawling hillside
Italianate complex valued at $15 million is situated near the
hip Los Angeles neighborhood of Silver Lake. But two nuns
are having none of it. In the latest legal salvo, the two sisters
challenged the authority of the archdiocese to sell the prop-
erty.

The motion dated Monday accused the archdiocese of
unilaterally changing the bylaws of the convent, known as
the California Institute of the Sisters of the Most Holy and
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The suit said
that two of the five remaining sisters, who range in age from
77 to 88, were chosen to have “sole authority to amend the
institute’s bylaws, elect officers and sell the assets of the insti-
tute.” Perry has visited the nuns, reportedly singing for them
and telling them that she hopes to live on the property with
her mother and grandmother.

But the two nuns remain opposed to the sale to Perry,
who grew up in a born-again Protestant Christian household
but has become both a sex symbol and vocal advocate for
gay rights. Perry’s hits include sultry numbers such as “I
Kissed a Girl” and “Teenage Dream.” Sister Rita Callanan, 77,
recently told the Los Angeles Times that she found Perry’s
videos online and “if it’s all right to say, I wasn’t happy with
any of it.”

Callanan and Sister Catherine Rose Holzman, 86, instead
signed to sell the property to restaurateur Dana Hollister. The
archdiocese countered that Hollister offered only $44,000
upfront with no promise to make payments to the aging sis-
ters for another three years. The archdiocese said that the
three other remaining sisters supported the sale to Perry.
The five sisters no longer live in the former convent, which
was once the home to more than 100 nuns. “The archdio-
cese is committed to the care and well-being of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters now and in the future,” it
said in a statement. “That is our obligation as directed by the
Holy See, which will have the final approval over any sale of
the property.”—AFP

Actor-singer Tyrese Gibson’s latest album, “Black Rose,”
was the No. 1 seller in the week ending July 16, which
marked the official shift of the international album

release day to Friday. As of July 10, new albums were no
longer being released on Tuesdays, as they traditionally had
been in the US. The new Friday release date has been adopted
by more than 45 countries in an effort to make the music
industry more globally unified as well as to reduce piracy.
Tyrese’s “Black Rose,” one of the inaugural Friday releases,
moved 77,000 units in its debut, according to data from
Nielsen Music. Tyrese has released seven studio albums,
beginning with a self-titled debut in 1998. The singer has also
found success on the bigscreen, most recently starring in the
massively successful “Furious 7.” He and Rev. Run recently
announced that they will host a relationship talk show on
OWN.

The singing tots behind the “Kidz Bop” series also celebrat-
ed the start of new music Fridays with a bang. “Kidz Bop 29”
debuted at No. 4, moving 38,000 units. The collection of kid-
friendly covers includes renditions of Ellie Goulding’s “Love Me
Like You Do” (off the “Fifty Shades of Grey” soundtrack, no less)
and Wiz Khalifa’s “See You Again” from “Furious 7.” R5, another
young-skewing outfit, also had a big debut. “Sometime Last
Night,” the rock band’s second studio album, moved 31,000
units in its release week, good for a No. 6 start. The Ross
Lynch-led quintet’s first album, 2013’s “Louder,” peaked at No.
24 on the chart.

Week of competition
Taylor Swift was the dominant holdover of the week, com-

ing in at No. 2 with 55,000 copies of “1989” moved. The smash
album has been on the chart for 37 weeks. Swift’s clout con-
tinues to grow; the country-to-pop transplant was nominated
for a handful of MTV Video Music Awards for her “Bad Blood”
and “Blank Space” vids. Rapper Meek Mill’s “Dreams Worth
More Than Money” slid to third place after debuting at No. 1
the week before. Mill’s latest moved 53,000 units, down 82%
from its premiere. Only one other rap album cracked the top
10: Drake’s “If You’re Reading This, It’s Too Late” popped up
from No. 13 to No. 9, moving 20,000 units 22 weeks after its
release.

Guitar-driven acts Ed Sheeran and Sam Hunt finished in
fifth and seventh places, respectively. Sheeran’s “X,” which
dropped 55 weeks ago, moved 34,000 units, down 42%.
Sheeran also picked up a number of VMA nominations for vids
“Thinking Out Loud” and “Don’t.” Hunt’s “Montevallo,” more
country-leaning than Sheeran’s set, sold 30,000 units, down
33%. Current pop titans Meghan Trainor and Maroon 5 com-
plete the top 10 for the week. Trainor’s “Title” sold 22,000 units,
down 39% in its 26th week of competition, while Maroon 5’s
“V” moved 19,000 units, down 47%. Both acts received the
Kidz Bop treatment on the latest installment. — Reuters

Nuns won’t sell 
convent to
Katy Perry

US album chart: Tyrese wins first round of new music

Actor Theodore Bikel, who originated the
stage role of Captain von Trapp in “The
Sound of Music” but was best known for

starring as Tevye, the poor Jewish milkman, in the
Broadway hit musical “Fiddler on the Roof,” died
on Tuesday at age 91. A native of Vienna, Austria,
who grew up in British-controlled Palestine and
became a US citizen in 1961, Bikel died of natural
causes at a Los Angeles hospital, his publicist,
Harlan Boll, said in a statement. Bikel began his
celebrated run as Tevye in 1967 after Zero Mostel
had originated the role. He went on to perform
the part of the struggling Jewish dairyman, and
such memorable songs as “Tradition” and “If I
Were a Rich Man,” in excess of 2,000 times, more
than any other Broadway actor.

The musical, set in the fictional Jewish shtetl,
or settlement, of Anatevka in 1905 czarist Russia,
is based on a series of stories by Yiddish author
Sholem Aleichem, collectively titled “Tevye and
his Daughters.” It chronicles the joys and hard-
ships of Jewish life described in the opening
scenes by its protagonist as being as shaky as a
fiddler on the roof. The 1971 motion picture
adaptation starred Chaim Topol as Tevye.

By the time he launched his stint in “Fiddler,”
Bikel had already woven himself into the fabric of
the great American musical playing Captain
Georg Von Trapp, opposite Mary Martin, in the
original Broadway production of “The Sound of
Music.” The role, which paralleled his own family’s
escape from Austria following the German annex-
ation of their homeland in the 1930s, earned Bikel
his second Tony nomination in 1960. Two years

earlier he had been nominated for his work in
“The Rope Dancers.”

He was also the first to perform “Edelweiss,”
which was written specifically for Bikel, an accom-
plished folk musician, during final off-Broadway
tryouts of the “Sound of Music” when it was real-
ized his character was lacking a song of his own.
In the film version of the musical, Christopher
Plummer assumed the role of the captain, with
Julie Andrews starring as Maria. — ReutersRapper 50 Cent, ranked by Forbes as

one of hip-hop’s five richest artists,
downplayed his wealth on Tuesday

as he testified in court about his finances,
business deals and the media attention sur-
rounding his recent bankruptcy filing. The
multiplatinum-selling artist, born Curtis
Jackson III, appeared in Manhattan state
Supreme Court in a proceeding to decide
possible additional punitive damages in an
invasion-of-privacy lawsuit. A jury has
already ordered him to pay $5 million in
damages in a lawsuit brought by a woman
who said he didn’t have her permission
when he released a sex tape she made with
a boyfriend.

Questioned by an attorney for the
woman, Lastonia Leviston, the musician-
actor denied owning many luxury items -
including expensive cars and flashy jewelry
- saying he rents, borrows and leases
instead. “It’s a borrowed piece of jewelry
from the jeweler,” he told Leviston’s lawyer,
Philip Freidin, when asked about a photo of
a 65-karat ring he posted on his Instagram
account. Leviston sued the “Get Rich or Die
Tryin’” rapper after a 13-minute video
appeared online showing a wig-wearing 50
Cent crudely narrating and taunting his
rival Rick Ross, who was not in the video
but has a daughter with Leviston. At the
time the video surfaced, Ross and 50 Cent
were trading barbs via video, lyrics and
interviews.

Jackson has said Leviston’s then-
boyfriend gave him the 2008 tape and that,
while he didn’t actually post it online, the
boyfriend said she didn’t mind if he did.
“I’m sorry if you feel like I hurt you,” he told
Leviston, who was sitting in the gallery.
Days after the jury ordered he pay $5 mil-
lion, Jackson filed for personal bankruptcy
protection in Connecticut. That filing lists
his assets and liabilities between $10 mil-
lion and $50 million. On Tuesday, his
lawyer, James Renard, said he was worth
$4.4 million.

Under questioning from Freidin, Jackson
said he has been paid as much as $100,000
for appearing at a nightclub and in the
movie “Spy.” But he was less revealing
about how much he earned from various
partnerships, licensing agreements and
business deals with larger corporations
such as The Walt Disney Co, Intel and
Reebok. “You have to ask my accountant,”
he said when asked whether he earned
$100 million when vitaminwater was pur-
chased by The Coca-Cola Co. in 2007. The
40-year-old said he’d never done anything
to deny Forbes’ valuation of his net-worth
at $155 million.—AP

Broadway’s ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ 
star Theodore Bikel dead at 91 

Actor Theodore Bikel attends the 2013
TCM Classic Film Festival Opening Night
Gala screening of ‘Funny Girl. — AFP

50 Cent testifies about his 
finances in sex-tape lawsuit

Curtis Jackson, aka 50 Cent, appears in Manhattan Supreme Court. —A P photos

American hip-hop star Chris Brown was
barred yesterday from leaving the
Philippines after a prominent religious

group alleged he reneged on an agreement
to perform at a 2014 concert. The 25-year-old
Grammy-winning R&B artist, who performed
in Manila on Tuesday, must satisfy the gov-
ernment there is no basis to file swindling
charges against him before he can depart, the
immigration bureau said. The influential
Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ), a conserva-
tive, indigenous Christian sect, alleged Brown
had failed to show up for a New Year’s Eve
concert at an Iglesia-owned indoor arena on
Manila’s northern outskirts last December 31.

Its chief operating officer Glicerio Santos
alleged in a letter shown to reporters by the
justice department that Brown and his
Filipino promoter defrauded the sect. “We
would appreciate any assistance you can pro-
vide to us... (against) producers and talents
who employ such fraudulent schemes to
obtain money from legitimate businesses in

the country,” Santos said in his letter to Justice
Secretary Leila de Lima. Earlier press reports
said Brown had explained he could not fly to
the Philippines for the Iglesia concert
because he had lost his passport.

Brown and his promoter could not be
reached for comment yesterday. The justice
department ordered Brown to obtain a gov-
ernment clearance stating he no longer has
any legal obligations in the Philippines, immi-
gration bureau spokeswoman Elaine Tan said
in a statement. Justice department officials
say its prosecutors are to study the Iglesia
complaint to determine if there is any basis to
file criminal charges against Brown and his
promoter. — AFP

Philippines bars Brown from leaving over concert row

Chris Brown performs dur-
ing a free concert in Champ

de Mars, downtown Port-
au-Prince in Haiti. — AFP

Katy Perry
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French actor Omar Sy has come a long way from
the gritty Paris suburbs where he grew up. But
sitting in a five-star Beverly Hills hotel, he has

clearly not forgotten his immigrant roots.  And the
same goes for his career-weeks after starring in the
record-breaking “Jurassic World” blockbuster fran-
chise, he will be on US cinema screens in his latest
French film, “Samba,” out here this week.  “Last year
was the perfect example: during the winter, I was
shooting ‘Samba,’ and during the summer, I was
shooting ‘Jurassic World.’ And for me that’s the perfect
year,” he said in an interview. 

“To travel to such different projects in the same
year... If it can continue like that, it will be a dream,”
said Sy, who lives outside Los Angeles with his wife
and four children. The 37-year-old, whose parents
were immigrants from West Africa, has long been
known in his native France both for television and
film work. But he was catapulted into international
success by 2011’s “The Intouchables,” about the rela-
tionship between a quadriplegic millionaire and a
caretaker he hires from a poor Parisian suburb.
Directed by Olivier Nakache and Eric Toledano-with
whom Sy was reunited for “Samba”-” The
Intouchables” became the biggest-selling French film
overseas of all time.

Immigration difficult subject 
Sy, who also earned a Cesar-France’s equivalent of

an Oscar-for “The Intouchables,” said the film’s aston-
ishing success doubtless made it easier to produce
“Samba.” “A movie like ‘Samba’ is difficult to release,
because of the subject, difficult to finance in France
because of the subject. But after the huge success of
‘Untouchables’ all the doors were open,” he said.
“Samba” tells the story of the title character, a
Senegalese immigrant struggling to get by without
proper papers, and Alice, a burnt-out executive
(played by Charlotte Gainsbourg) helping him as part
of her recovery process.

Sy said the movie-which came out in France last
year, and gets a limited US release from Friday-was
“100 percent” realistic in terms of its depiction of the
daily struggle of immigrant life. “That’s why I’m so
proud of it, that’s why I love working with (the direc-
tors), because they’re telling the truth,” he said.  The
issue has hit the headlines big time in in Europe
recent months because of boatloads of mostly African
immigrants streaming across the Mediterranean,
sometimes losing their lives in the process.

“It is an unfortunate coincidence,” Sy said of the
film’s release at the same time as such tragedies.  “But
in Europe and in France especially, we have the immi-
gration issue... we heard about it since we were
young, all the politicians talk about immigration and
immigrants,” he said.  “Of course we have our own sen-
sitivity... My parents come from Senegal, Eric’s parents
come from Morocco and Olivier’s come from Algeria,

so we are sons of immigrants, so we wanted to talk
about it, so that’s why we did it.” 

Next film with Bradley Cooper 
The actor moved to LA three years ago after “The

Intouchables.” In addition to “Jurassic World,” he has
appeared in the last “X-Men” movie, and will co-star
with Bradley Cooper in a comedy, “Adam Jones,” out in
October. Sy says he is very happy with this combina-
tion of doing Hollywood movies and working back
home-noting that the LA movies, while more high-
profile internationally, actually put less pressure on
him.  “To have the... responsibility I have in films in
France, (contrasting with) something a little lighter,
where I am not the lead and I am in a supporting role
with a little less pressure and a little more freedom, it’s
a perfect balance,” he said. 

That said, Sy-whose English has come a long way
since he moved to California-doesn’t rule out taking
lead roles in US movies in future.  “Why not?” he
asked.  “If I have the opportunity, if it’s the right time,
the good opportunity and if I feel able to do it, why
not?” In any case, he doesn’t plan to give up his
French film career anytime soon. “There are so many
movies to do in France, there are so many stories to
tell, there are so many useful movies we can do. There
is no reason to stop,” he said. — AFP

French star keeps eye on roots amid Hollywood success

French actor Omar Sy poses during the press day for the movie ‘Samba’, in Beverly
Hills, California. — AFP 

Delevingne debuts

first major role in

‘Paper Towns’

British model Cara Delevingne takes up her first major movie
role in “Paper Towns”, stepping off the catwalk and onto the
silver screen in the film adaptation of American author John

Green’s novel about young love and adventure. The 22-year old,
who made her acting debut in the 2012 film adaptation of “Anna
Karenina”, plays Margo in the movie, her neighbor Quentin’s (Nat
Wolff ) longtime crush. The pair embark on a night escapade
before Margo disappears and Quentin goes on a mission to find
her. “I’ve wanted to act ever since I was a child. It’s one of my
biggest dreams,” Delevingne said at the film’s premiere in New
York on Tuesday night. “Living your dream is very emotional, I’m
very happy.” The Burberry and Chanel model has turned her atten-
tion to acting with several films in the works including the much-
anticipated “Batman” spin-off “Suicide Squad”, set for release next
year. — Reuters  

Cara Delevingne

Afilm adaptation of best-selling author
Gillian Flynn’s “Dark Places” stars
Academy Award winner Charlize

Theron as a woman revisiting a brutal family
murder. Theron plays Libby who, 25 years
after her mother, played by “Mad Men” actress
Christina Hendricks, and sisters were brutally
killed, confronts the tragic events of that
night, investigating whether her jailed broth-
er Ben, portrayed by Corey Stoll, was indeed
responsible.

The film also stars “X-Men” actor Nicholas
Hoult and “Kick-Ass” actress Chloe Grace
Moretz. “It is a huge ensemble cast and every-
body has really fleshed out bony characters,”
Theron said at the film’s Los Angeles premiere
on Tuesday night. “The story is only as good
as them and they get to tell it.  I think that’s
what made it something really appealing to

me, the idea of going to work with all these
characters and telling this story.”

Theron, last seen in cinemas in “Mad Max:
Fury Road”, is also a producer of the film
directed by Gilles Paquet-Brenner. “I love the
movie making process so whether I’m pro-
ducing or not, I’m always on set. I don’t like
being in a trailer (or) ...  isolated in a little
room,” she said of her producing role. “I’m fas-
cinated by camera equipment and the crew
that makes it happen.” The movie follows the
2014 film adaptation of Flynn’s best-selling
novel “Gone Girl”, which starred Ben Affleck
and Rosamund Pike. “Dark Places” hits US cin-
emas on Aug 7.— Reuters

Theron confronts family murder in ‘Dark Places’ role

In this week’s edition of the Variety
Movie Commercial Tracker, powered by
iSpot.tv, “Ant-Man” dethroned last-

week’s leading “Vacation” as the movie
backed with the most TV advertising dol-
lars, while three new films made their
debut. Marvel increased the TV ad spend
behind “Ant-Man” by nearly $2 million over
last week to an estimated $8.13 million,
taking the top position with 1,160 national
airings across 41 networks led by Disney
XD and Nick. Warner Bros, meanwhile,
reduced the TV budget for “Vacation” by a
similar amount, causing it to fall to second
with $7.01 million for 989 national airings
across 45 networks led by Comedy Central
and FX.

Debuting at third was another Marvel
superhero entry from 20th Century Fox, the
reboot of “Fantastic Four,” backed by $5.83
million for 1,161 national airings across 45
networks led by Disney XD and Cartoon
Network. Columbia’s “Pixels” entered the
chart close behind at fourth with $5.42 mil-
lion for 1,112 national ads across 45 net-
works led by Nick and Cartoon Network.

The Weinstein Company’s “Southpaw”
followed with $5.28 million for 1,018
national airings across 36 networks led by
Spike and TruTV. Combined, the bottom
three newcomers were separated by less
than a half million dollars in estimated TV
spending. Overall, the movie industry
spent $140.7 million on TV advertising for
the week. Marvel, with two movies in the
top five, led the way with over 22% of that
total, followed by Warner Bros. with just
under 20% and Columbia Pictures with
over 12%.

Thanks to the 2015 MLB All-Star Game,
Fox collected the vast bulk of this spending,
with $10.4 million ($6.3 million of which
came from the baseball game alone). The
Cartoon Network, NBC, and ABC followed
with over $4 million each, and MTV was fifth
with $3.5 million. — Reuters

Marvel tops movie studio 
TV spending with 

‘Ant-Man,’ ‘Fantastic Four’

Japanese deep sea
Manga ‘6000’ being
adapted as movie

All Nippon Entertainment Works and “Black Swan” pro-
ducer Mike Medavoy are partnering to adapt the deep
sea thriller “6000” as a feature film. The English-lan-

guage film will be based on Nokuto Koike’s Japanese horror
Manga series “6000: Rokusen” from Gentosha Comics, which is
partnering on the project. Edward McGurn and Ben Anderson
are producing along with Medavoy. Tara Billik is overseeing
the project for ANEW.

The film is set 6,000 meters below the ocean’s surface at
a research facility where a mysterious disaster killed the
crew and shuttered the station. When a new team is sent
down to get the operation running again three years later,
tension builds as they struggle against the claustrophobic
environment, their own deteriorating minds and danger
lurking in the depths. “We were immediately drawn to the
tension of ‘6000,’ and are looking forward to bringing this
psychological thriller to the international movie audience,”
Medavoy said.—Reuters

It’s getting harder and harder for summer
releases to avoid getting stampeded by
the popcorn season herd. This weekend,

“Pixels,” a gaming comedy with Adam
Sandler; “Southpaw,” a boxing drama with
Jake Gyllenhaal; and “Paper Towns,” a tween
weepie from John Green, the author of “Fault
in Our Stars,” all enter the fray. The issue is that
holdovers like last weekend’s champ, “Ant-
Man,” and the critically heralded “Trainwreck”
are both expected to do solid business in
their second weekends, and juggernauts like
“Jurassic World” and “Minions” continue to
draw big crowds. Something’s got to give.

Sony, the studio behind “Pixels,” is predict-
ing a muted debut of roughly $25 million for
the comedy, while analysts are pegging an
opening of $30 million. If the film fails to hit
$30 million it could have difficulty being prof-
itable unless foreign audiences lift it into the
black. Bringing together Pac-Man, Donkey
Kong and Tetris together in one film was
pricey, setting the studio back $88 million
before marketing and distribution costs are
taken into account. Sony will roll out the film
in 3,500 theaters domestically and 47 over-
seas markets with the hopes that the
videogame concept and colorful special
effects will attract audiences across the globe.

Sandler, once a reliable box office draw,
has struggled of late at the multiplexes, with
the likes of “Jack &amp; Jill,” “That’s My Boy”
and “Blended” all  failing to ignite. Only
“Grown Ups 2” has recaptured his winning
ways, so he could use a summer hit if he
wants to prove he still should command a big
paycheck.

As for “Paper Towns,” the picture doesn’t
need to do “Fault in Our Stars”-type numbers
to make money. That film stunned the indus-
try last summer when it made $307 million
globally on a $12 million budget-a figure
“Paper Towns” won’t hit given that it lacks a
movie star on the level of Shailene Woodley
among its cast and “Fault in Our Stars” was
Green’s bestselling book. Fox, the studio
behind the picture, didn’t release a budget,
but it is in the range of “Fault’s” cost. Look for
“Paper Towns,” which follows a young man’s

scavenger hunt for his missing love, to pull in
$20 million when it premieres on roughly
3,100 locations. That number could move
northwards if teens embrace the picture and
word of-mouth goes viral, analysts say.

“Southpaw,” the story of a boxer who must
resurrect his live inside and outside the ring
after enduring a series of personal tragedies
and professional setbacks, is looking at an
opening of $13 million. The adult drama is
hoping to show some endurance as the alter-
native to all the superhero films and franchise
pictures. The Weinstein Company backed the
roughly $30 million production and will push
the picture into approximately 2,750 venues.
Competition among the trio of new releases
could allow “Ant-Man” to retain its box office
crown. The film debuted to $57.2 million and
could be headed to a sophomore weekend of
roughly $30 million. — Reuters

Box office: ‘Pixels,’ ‘Paper Towns’ 
jump into crowded summer field

Nat Wolff, right, and Alex Wolff attend the
premiere of ‘Paper Towns’ at AMC Loews
Lincoln Square in New York. — AP

Tom Cruise’s latest mission is to help TCL
expand its reach into the US TV market.
Success won’t be measured in how ably

Cruise’s alter ego, Ethan Hunt, scales tall build-
ings or clings to the outside of a plane during
takeoff. It’s a far gentler endeavor, emerging
through a marketing partnership between the
Chinese electronics company and Paramount
Pictures and tied to the July 31 theatrical release
of “Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation.”

As part of the effort, TCL will package digital
copies of the movie with the purchase of one of
its TCL Roku televisions when “Mission:
Impossible - Rogue Nation” is released on home
entertainment platforms later this year. In
advance of that, the pair are teaming up on digi-
tal, print, television, and outdoor promotional
materials and the company will host a pre-
screening event at the TCL Chinese Theatre in
Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 28. TCL bought the

naming rights for what was formerly called the
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre for $5 million in 2013
as part of an effort to raise its profile in
Hollywood. 

TCL has shouldered into the domestic home
electronics market, rising from selling roughly
100,000 sets two years ago to approximately
one million this year. It is fifth in market share
among television manufacturers.  “We want to
grow both our brands,” Chris Larson, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing for TCL said of the
Paramount partnership. “The film is fun and
engaging without being heavy, and that’s how
we see ourselves. We don’t want people to think
too hard about how we deliver their entertain-
ment. We  just want them to be able to consume
it in the best possible way.”—Reuters

TCL to include copies of ‘Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation’ With TVs in Promotional Partnership 
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French star keeps
eye on roots amid

Hollywood success
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Madison McCann and Zack Hill explore a field of sunflowers at Forks of the River Wildlife Management Area, in Knoxville, Tenn. The two enjoyed a Sunflower Festival hosted by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and the
Legacy Parks Foundation, featuring biology talks and live bluegrass music. — AP

It took an American in southwest France to revive an ancient
blue dye that once brought riches to the region and was so
prized it was lauded in Chaucer’s poetry and used for uni-

forms in Napoleon’s army. “We brought this ‘Pastel’ back into
fashion,” said a proud Denise Simeon-Lambert, using the region’s
old Occitan-language word for her tint that has wooed mega-
designers like Dior and Chanel. The US-born Simeon-Lambert is
one of two business owners aiming to restore international
acclaim to this forgotten “blue gold,” as it was dubbed for the
wealth it once brought to local dyemakers. Today they draw cus-
tomers as far away as Asia.

Yet it was by accident that the energetic 60-year-old, who
grew up in France and married a Belgian, stumbled upon the
concoction made from a plant also prized for its curative values.
The dye, from the Isatis tinctoria whose inauspicious English
name is woad, fell out of general use in the 17th century when
new shipping routes brought in the more concentrated and eas-
ier to produce indigo from India. This in turn was pushed aside in
the last century by synthetic tints. In 1994, Simeon-Lambert and
her husband left Belgium and moved into a 15th-century tan-
nery in Lectoure, population 3,700, in the Gers region. 

Intrigued by the luminous shade of their new home’s shut-
ters, she set about researching the blue in what “became a veri-
table passion”-and quickly a family business. Originally used in
Greece, Turkey and Egypt, woad “has always fascinated,” said
Simeon-Lambert. “The plant is green, the flowers are yellow and

they produce a blue coloring.” Now a widow, she runs her firm,
Bleu de Lectoure, with her son and daughter and has boosted
production to 600 kilograms (1,300 pounds) of dye each year
but “is aiming for 2.5 tons”. With the drive for environmentally
safe products, there is “a strong demand from haute couture and
the (textile) industry since this dye is non-polluting and doesn’t
run,” she said. They have also developed a line of art supplies,
beauty products and textiles, and plan to open a second factory
in the United States.

Fashion and beauty 
French businesswoman Carole Garcia, who worked in the

pharmacology industry, has focused on “reviving the medicinal
side of this plant, developing cosmetic products”. Pastel has also
been known “since the Middle Ages for its therapeutic value,” she
said, so in 2003 she left her job to create her Toulouse-based
Graine de Pastel firm.  Unlike the dye, which uses the woad’s
leaves, “we use the seeds to extract oil that is rich in nutrition,”
she said. Her products have fed a fast-growing niche market for
organic cosmetics in France and abroad. 

“We make 25 percent of our turnover from export, notably to
Asia,” said Garcia, who now has three stores in France and plans
to open eight more in 2016. Between 1450 and 1600, “pasteliers,”
as they were called, in the industry’s golden triangle from
Toulouse to Albi to Carcassonne, ran a thriving business until
imported indigo killed their trade. Ironically, there remains little

trace of the early extraction process when woad leaves were
ground and turned into “cocagnes”, balls of plant paste allowed
to ferment then dry.   Instead, Simeon-Lambert and her husband
patiently tested other methods until they came up with one
“similar to those from the 19th century to dye the uniforms of
Napoleon’s soldiers-the last time pastel was brought, briefly,
back to life.”

Once they are cut from the plant, the pastel leaves-known as
rosettes-are soaked in water for 24 hours to release their pig-
mentation agent. The resulting colorless liquid is then dumped
into an oxidation tub, where contact with the air modifies the
structure of the coloring agent until it forms solid blue crystals.
This insoluble “blue gold” must then be further processed before
final use.

“It’s a capricious blue, but it has extraordinary qualities. It
ennobles all the fibers in any cloth, and is indelible,” says Simeon-
Lambert. After a long preparation process that follows, the dye is
finally ready for use. “Look at the magic of this alchemy!” cries
Simeon-Lambert as an employee removes a towel from a color-
ing vat. The contact with the air caused the cloth to change over
the space of several seconds from yellow to green before assum-
ing its definitive blue hue. — AFP

A second life for the ‘blue gold’ of France’s southwest

Dyers working in the workshop of Bleu Pastel deLectoure, in Lectoure. Dyers working in the workshop of Bleu Pastel deLectoure. Woad leaves (Isatis Tinctoria) in the worshop of Bleu Pastel de Lectoure.

A dyer working in the workshop of Bleu Pastel deLectoure. Pigments of the famous ‘Bleu Pastel’ (Blue) in the workshop. Woad seeds in the workshop. — AFP photos

Dyers working in the
workshop of Bleu Pastel

deLectoure.
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