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Q(asterisk) bert is ready for his close-up. After bringing
Harry Potter and Mrs Doubtfire to life on the big
screen, Chris Columbus’ latest film sees the director

inserting classic video game characters into the real world.
“Pixels” follows a trio of 1980s arcade champions who are
recruited by the government to stop an alien force that’s tak-
ing the form of Donkey Kong and other interactive critters. “I
was excited about bringing these characters to life in a way
we haven’t seen,” said Columbus. “I’ve done visual effects
before, but they’ve all been reality based. In this particular sit-
uation, we were creating 30-foot-tall voxelized, lived-from-
within creatures that had to be menacing enough to destroy a
city, yet also have a mischievous charm about them.”

“Pixels,” out Friday, is inspired by the 2010 short film of the
same name that depicted old-school games wrecking blocky
carnage on New York City. Columbus included imagery from
about 20 titles, such as “Burger Time” and “Tetris.” During a
recent interview on the Sony backlot, the “Home Alone” direc-
tor discusses bringing the games to life in his movie.

‘Centipede’
For their first mission against the misunderstood extrater-

restrials, the “Pixels” protagonists played by Adam Sandler and
Josh Gad encounter the slithering baddies who star in the
1981 shoot ‘em-up “Centipede.” In the movie, behemoth rendi-
tions of the game’s bugs descend from the sky onto human
forces positioned on a soccer field in London. “I wanted
‘Centipede’ to be a surrealistic three-dimensional moment,”
said Columbus. “It’s the first time we really insert these charac-
ters. For me, I pushed it into ‘Yellow Submarine’ territory
where, in the middle of that scene, it just totally turns psyche-
delic. You shouldn’t do any mind-altering drugs before you
watch that particular sequence of the film.”

‘Pac-Man’
An oversized tyrannical take on Pac-Man goes on a chomp-

ing spree through the streets of New York as the movie’s
heroes tail the pellet-eating character in Mini Coopers.
Columbus filmed the chase sequence over three-and-a-half
weeks by having the actors followed by a yellow golf cart,
which was later replaced with a computer-generated Pac-
Man. “The key was that we weren’t immersing people into

‘Pac-Man’ as much as the game was forcing itself onto the
streets of Manhattan,” said Columbus. “Because the visual-
effects toolbox is so giant these days, there’s this temptation
to do everything CGI, but I wanted a tangible, hand-made
quality to the film. We didn’t resort to CGI for everything.”

‘Q (asterisk) bert’
In the movie, the cube-hopping creature Q (asterisk) bert

serves as an intergalactic trophy who eventually becomes a
sidekick to the human heroes. Despite his history of speaking
only in cartoon  bubbles filled with punctuation marks, “The
Goonies” and “Gremlins” screenwriter opted to give the aliens’
version of Q(asterisk)bert a voice and beef up his role in
“Pixels.” “In the first draft of the script, Q(asterisk)bert was
there, but we didn’t utilize him as much,” said Columbus.
“When we first started playing around with the designs, I felt
like it was my Gizmo moment from ‘Gremlins.’ I could actually

create a fun, loveable character that kids would respond to
and add a different element - that not all the aliens are here to
kill us.”

‘Dojo quest’
The filmmakers licensed characters from real-world video

games for the movie, but they opted to craft a fictional title
starring a ninja-fighting heroine named Lady Lisa (played by
Ashley Benson), who serves as an unconventional love interest
for Gad’s character. To promote “Pixels,” Sony released a side-
scrolling mobile game resembling “Dojo Quest.”

“Lady Lisa was in the first draft of the script, and I thought
it would be fun to create just one game that didn’t exist back
in the ‘80s,” said Columbus. “It never occurred to me not to do
it. I felt like we could get away with it. A character like Lara
Croft could’ve worked, but I loved the fact that Josh Gad’s
character has been pining for this woman all his life.”

‘Donkey Kong’
The movie’s climatic final battle takes place inside the

alien’s mothership, where filmmakers recreated the original
1981 barrel-jumping game. Columbus called Donkey Kong
“the holy grail” of game characters and said talking Nintendo
into allowing them to feature the angry ape required more

convincing than any of the other games depicted in “Pixels.”
“The ‘Donkey Kong’ sequence is one that we could have done
90 percent CGI, but we literally built the game from scratch,”
said Columbus. “We built the platforms. When you walked into
that soundstage, it was mind blowing to see actors 100 feet in
the air on harnesses running around from barrels that we later
added. It was an amazing experience.”— AP

Pac-Man trying to eat one of the “ghost” MINI Coopers in Columbia Pictures’ “Pixels.” Michelle Monaghan, from left, as Violet, Adam Sandler as Sam Brenner, Josh Gad as Ludlow, and Q*bert, in Columbia
Pictures’ “Pixels.”

8-Bit Icons: A look at the video games of ‘Pixels’

This photo provided by courtesy of Sony Pictures shows, Inky, Blinky, Clyde and Pinky in Columbia Pictures’ “Pixels.” Matthew Lintz, left, as Matt, and Adam Sandler as Sam Brenner with Q*bert, in Columbia Pictures’ “Pixels.”

Photo shows Serena Williams, left, as herself, on a date with Peter Dinklage
as Eddie, in Columbia Pictures’ ‘Pixels.’

Michelle Monaghan, from left, as Violet, Adam Sandler as Brenner, Josh Gad as Ludlow, and Peter
Dinklage as Eddie, arriving outside the command center in Columbia Pictures’ “Pixels.”

With less than ten days to go before
the Venice Film festival reveals its
lineup, several high-profile US stu-

dio/specialty titles appear to be secured,
including Scott Cooper-directed Johnny
Depp gangster drama “Black Mass,” from
Warner Bros, and Luca Guadagnino’s Ralph
Fiennes and Tilda Swinton-starrer “A Bigger
Splash, which Fox Searchlight is releasing
stateside.  Also likely to be Lido-bound are
Charlie Kaufman’s stop motion animation
“Anomalisa” and new works from interna-
tional heavyweight auteurs Alexander
Sokurov, Amos Gitai, and Marco Bellocchio,
as well as younger directors like
Argentinian Pablo Trapero’s hot crimer “The
Clan,” which Fox will  release in Latin
America.

Word on what pics will surface at Venice
is more muted than usual this year, with
artistic director Alberto Barbera believed to
be making down to the wire decisions and
several potential contenders, including
Sean Penn-directed Liberia-set romance
“The Last Face,” thought instead not to be
ready.As previously announced, Baltasar
Kormakur’s mountain climbing thriller
“Everest” from Universal, starring Jake
Gyllenhaal, will open Venice September 2,
out-of-competition, a nice coup for Barbera,
segueing from “Birdman” as opener last
year, and sci-fi thriller “Gravity” in 2013.

Unexpected visit
“Black Mass” (pictured) is a biopic of

Boston gangster James “Whitey” Bulger,
played by Depp, who became an FBI
informant and used this status to eliminate
criminal competition during the 1970s, ‘80s,
and early ‘90s. Pic also stars Benedict
Cumberbatch, Kevin Bacon, Joel Edgerton

and Peter Sarsgaard, making for a hefty
dose of star power which will help keep
global media outlets fed and pacified.
Guadagnino’s “A Bigger Splash” is a thriller
about a celebrity couple, a famous rock star
and a filmmaker (Matthias Schoenaerts and
Swinton), vacationing and recovering on
the strange sun-drenched Italian island of
Pantelleria, whose lives are disrupted by the
unexpected visit of an old friend and his
daughter (Fiennes and Dakota Johnson).

Pic is fully financed by France’s
StudioCanal, which in February sold US
rights to Fox. Kaufman’s “Anomalisa” marks
the groundbreaking US director’s first foray
into animation. The movie, co-directed with
Duke Johnson, initiated on Kickstarter with
the bulk of financing then coming from
Snoot Entertainment and SBI.  The synopsis
for the film is a man struggling with his
inability to connect with other people. It is
Kaufman’s first feature since “Synecdoche,
New York,” in 2008. Russian master Sokurov
will likely be bowing his hotly awaited
“Louvre Under German Occupation,” billed
as exploring “the question of relations
between art and war,” shot in the real
Louvre, and produced by Pierre Olivier
Bardet and former Locarno fest topper
Olivier Pere, current chief of ARTE France
Cinema. “Louvre” is being distributed inter-
nationally by Berlin-based sales agent Films
Boutique, which handled Sokurov’s previ-
ous film, the single-take “Faust.” —Reuters

Backstreet’s back and they’re sharing the
screen with ‘90s boy band rival Joey
Fatone of ‘NSync for an upcoming

“zombie Western futuristic horror movie,” Nick
Carter recently told Rolling Stone. Backstreet
Boy Carter will write and star in the film,
which is being produced by The Asylum, the
studio behind the “Sharknado” franchise
which confirmed the project’s development.
The film is apparently under the working title
“Dead 7.”

“I’m the only ‘NSync-er as of now, but you
never know,” Fatone told the magazine,
adding that Carter plans to “bring some other
people in that genre that have never really
done a lot of film but that were in music in

the Nineties and 2000s.” Fellow Backstreet
boys Howie Dorough and AJ McLean are also
involved in the project, which is reportedly
about a motley crew that sets out to fight a
zombie plague. A few weeks ago, Dorough
and McLead joined Carter at San Diego
Comic-Con to promote the film. In the inter-
view, Carter shared his plans for the film so
far. “My character is still being worked out
right now,” he said, “But I’m a good guy that’s
going to help save the day.” Fatone, mean-
while, says he will play “the drunk.” — Reuters

SAG gives lifetime
achievement 

award to 
Carol Burnett

The Screen Actors Guild is recognizing Carol Burnett
for her six decades in entertainment. The actors’
union announced Monday that Burnett will receive

its 52nd Lifetime Achievement Award at the annual SAG
Awards in January. Union President Ken Howard said the
82-year-old entertainer is “a creative dynamo and a
comedic genius.”

Burnett got her start on stage, where TV talent bookers
spotted her. She joined the cast of “The Garry Moore Show”
in 1959. She launched “The Carol Burnett Show” in 1967,
which ran for 11 years and won 25 Emmy Awards. Burnett
is working on a book about the success of her show set to
be published next year. Her recent TV credits include
appearances on “Glee” and “Hot in Cleveland.” — AP

Depp’s ‘Black Mass’ and new works 
from Kaufman, Sokurov is expected 

Actress and comedian Carol Burnett arrives at the
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences’ An Evening with
Carol Burnett at the Leonard H. Goldenson Theatre in Los
Angeles. — AP
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