
VATICAN CITY: Dozens of mayors from around
the world demanded yesterday that their nation-
al leaders take bold steps at the Paris climate
talks later this year, saying that may be the last
chance to keep the warming of the Earth at levels
safe for humanity.

Some 60 mayors selected because they sup-
port Pope Francis’ environmental message gath-
ered yesterday at the Vatican for a two-day con-
ference to keep the pressure on world leaders
ahead of the Paris negotiations in December.
Francis last month released an environmental
encyclical that denounced what he calls a fossil
fuel-based world economy that exploits the poor
and destroys the Earth.

The mayors are expected to sign a declaration
later yesterday that states that “human-induced
climate change is a scientific reality and its effec-
tive control is a moral imperative for humanity,”
according to the final declaration seen by The
Associated Press. In his remarks to the meeting,
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced
new greenhouse gas emissions targets for the
Big Apple and urged other cities to follow suit.

World attention 
“The Paris summit is just months away,” De

Blasio said. “We need to see it as the finish line of
a sprint, and take every local action we can in the
coming months to maximize the chance that our
national governments will act boldly.” De Blasio is
a founding member of an alliance of cities
around the world that have committed to reduc-
ing their emissions by 80 percent by 2050 or
sooner. He said New York was taking an interim
step, committing to reducing its emissions by 40
percent by 2030.

The climax of yesterday’s inaugural session
was an afternoon audience with Pope Francis,
who has become a hero to the environmental
movement and has used his moral authority and
enormous popularity to focus world attention on
climate change and its effects on the poor.
Francis’ other main priority has been to raise

awareness about human trafficking. The Vatican
conference is aimed at showing how both are
related: The exploitation of the Earth and its most
vulnerable people, with global warming often
responsible for creating “environmental refugees”
forced to flee homes because of drought or other
climate-induced natural disasters.

“Addressing both these phenomenon, climate
change and modern slavery, is a herculean task
for us as city administrators,” said Tony
Chammany, the mayor of Kochi, India.

The final declaration calls for financial incen-
tives to transition from using fossil fuels to using
low-carbon and renewable energies and to shift
public financing away from the military to
“urgent investments” in sustainable develop-
ment, with wealthy countries helping poorer
ones.

And it says political leaders have a “special
responsibility” at the Paris talks to approve a
“bold climate agreement that confines global
warming to a limit safe for humanity, while pro-
tecting the poor and the vulnerable from ongo-
ing climate change that gravely endangers their
lives.” Drawing rousing applause in one of the
opening speeches, California Gov Jerry Brown
denounced global warming deniers who he said
are “bamboozling” the public and politicians with
false information to persuade them that the
world isn’t getting warmer.

Climate deniers 
Brown, a former Jesuit seminarian, urged the

mayors to not be complacent in opposing cli-
mate deniers. California has enacted the tough-
est greenhouse gas emissions standards in North
America. “We have a very powerful opposition
that, at least in my country, spends billions on
trying to keep from office people such as your-
selves and elect troglodytes and other deniers of
the obvious science,” he said.

Stockholm Mayor Karin Wanngaard said the
Paris talks must take fossil fuels off the table and
focus on other energy sources. Stockholm is one

of the world’s leaders in using renewable energy
sources, with 75 percent of the city’s public trans-
port network runs on renewable energy.
Wanngaard’s goal is to make the Swedish capital
fossil fuel-free by 2040.

“Climate negotiators must dare to push
boundaries and exclude fossil fuels as an option
and reward solutions that are long-term sustain-
able and renewable,” she said.

Other mayors attending hail from Boston;
Boulder, Colorado; Oslo, Norway; San Francisco
and Vancouver. Experts have long said that cities

are key to reducing global warming since urban
areas account for nearly three-quarters of human
emissions. In addition to the climate declaration,
mayors will be asked to sign a statement against
human trafficking that was first penned by reli-
gious leaders at the Vatican last year. The confer-
ence opened with two tearful testimonies by
Mexican women who were trafficked for prostitu-
tion and forced labor. “We are human beings,”
said Ana Laura Perez Jaimes, who told of the 600
scars across her body she suffered when forced
to work as a slave. —AP 
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BANGKOK: Plans to build an 800-megawatt coal
power plant near some of Thailand’s most popular
beaches have sparked protests and a hunger strike
by activists who say officials aren’t considering its
impact on the pristine environment that makes the
area an international tourist destination.

More than 100 members of the Save Andaman
from Coal Network this week staged a march and
sit-in outside the prime minister’s office in the
nation’s capital against plans to build the plant near
southern Thailand’s Andaman coast about 650 kilo-
meters south of Bangkok. The tranquil  Krabi
province and its islands are famed for picturesque
limestone cliffs and white sand beaches, one of
which was the centerpiece of the Leonardo
DiCaprio film “The Beach.”

“If this power plant happens, southern Thailand
will lose a lot,” said Krabi resident Akradej Chakjinda,
who has fasted since July 10 in protest. Protesters
say the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand,
or EGAT, is pushing ahead with a bidding process
for the plant and a seaport that would receive over-
seas shipments of coal before an environmental
impact assessment has been completed. Plans to
launch the bidding process were delayed until next
month, which EGAT says is unrelated to the ongoing
protests.

Critical energy infrastructure 
The coal plant is part of a critical energy infra-

structure that will provide Thailand with energy
security as natural gas reserves in the Gulf of
Thailand dry up within 10 years, EGAT says. The

state power authority has said it envisions building
nine coal power plants in the south over the next
two decades. It had planned to begin the bidding
process on this one in advance of the environmen-
tal review to save time, a government official said.

“I want to emphasize that this is totally legal and
we will not sign any contract with the constructor
who wins the bid process until we pass” the envi-
ronmental assessment, Anuchart Palakawong Na
Autthaya, head of environmental management for
the project, told The Nation newspaper Monday.
Krabi remains Thailand’s second-largest area of sea
grass beds, which provide a feeding ground for the
near extinct dugongs, a manatee-like marine mam-
mal. It is also one of Thailand’s major tourist draws.
Tourism to the provinces along the Andaman coast
generated more than 376 billion baht ($11 billion)
in 2015, according to the Tourism Authority of
Thailand.

Krabi and some of the islands off its coast are
known as Thailand’s most beautiful beaches, includ-
ing Koh Phi Phi, which rose to international promi-
nence after being featured in DiCaprio’s film.

The Save Andaman from Coal Network, a loose
collaboration of environmental, agricultural, tourist
and other groups from southern provinces, began
demonstrations July 10 but say their demands
which include a 3-year waiting period to see if the
province can produce 100 percent renewable ener-
gy - have been ignored. “I’ve seen the beauty of the
Andaman Sea,” said Daodin Patavatto, a Buddhist
monk joining the protests. “The Andaman is not for
one small group of people. It’s for everyone.” — AP 

VATICAN CITY: Victim of forced labor Anna Laura Perez Jaimes shows a white paper as she
delivers her speech in the Synod Hall to attend a conference on Modern Slavery and
Climate Change at the Vatican. — AP

UAE’s NMC
Health to 
invest in

Saudi, Qatar 
ABU DHABI: NMC Health, the London-
listed and United Arab Emirates-based
healthcare provider, plans to invest in
Saudi Arabia and Qatar part of the $325
million which it has available for acquisi-
tions, a senior company official said yes-
terday.

The company secured an $825 million
loan from banks in February to pay debt
and fund acquisitions; so far, $350 million
has been used to refinance debt and $150
million for acquisitions. While it is looking
at acquisition targets in the UAE and the
developed world, its first cross-border
expansions in the Gulf will be in Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.

“We are awaiting approvals for invest-
ments in the healthcare sectors of Saudi
and Qatar that could happen soon,”
Prasanth Manghat, deputy chief execu-
tive, told Reuters. “We have two years to
use the remaining facility of $325 million
and a lot of assets are available,” he added,
without giving details. NMC will enter any
Gulf market if it sees unfilled demand and
potential for growth, while it will continue
to buy small assets in the UAE, Manghat
said. It is also looking to increase its capa-
bilities in the UAE through acquisitions in
the developed world, where it can obtain
knowledge and technology.

“We are looking at some international
players,” Manghat said, without elaborat-
ing. NMC has made four acquisitions since
February, using part of its bank loan as
well as its own cash. It bought 86.4 per-
cent of Spanish fertility centre Clinica
Eugin for an enterprise value of 143 mil-
lion Euros ($155 million), and all of UAE-
based ProVita International Medical
Centre for $160.6 million. In April,  it
bought two healthcare service providers
in the UAE, Americare Group and Dr.
Sunny Healthcare Group, for a total of
$100 million. — Reuters 

World mayors at Vatican seek 
widespread climate solution

‘Human-induced climate change is a scientific reality’

BANGKOK: In this Monday July 20, 2015 photo, a protester holds a placard outside the Prime
Minister’s office in Bangkok during a demonstration opposing a proposed coal power plant in south-
ern Thailand. — AP

Coal plant proposed for Thai coast sparks outcry


