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Kuwait defeat Iran in Davis Cup match
By Abdellatif Shara

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Tennis team returned victori-
ous from Tehran after defeating Iran 3-1 in a Davis Cup tie.
The first singles match was won by Kuwait’s Mohammad
Al-Ghareeb against Iran’s Hussaini with the score of 3-1.
The second singles match was won by Iran’s Shaheen
against Kuwait’s Abdallah Maqdas 3-1.

In the doubles Mohammad Al-Ghareeb and Abdallah
Maqdas defeated Iran’s Shaheen and Shagholeeh 3-1.
Meanwhile, the third singles match Abdallah Maqdas
redeemed himself by defeating Shagholeeh in a marathon
match with the score of 3-1. The fifth match was not
played, as Kuwait succeeded in maintaining its presence in
the second group of Asia and Oceania.

Kuwait Tennis Association President Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah congratulated the players on
their achievement and thanked them for their efforts
under very difficult circumstances. He said this team must
be cared for as KTA is having great hopes in the future.
Sheikh Ahmad thanked the Public Authority for Youth and
Sports for its full support of all KTA domestic and foreign
activities, as well as Kuwait Olympic Committee. 

MELBOURNE:  Australian tennis officials
want to clear the air with Bernard Tomic
and reinstate the country’s estranged
number one into the Davis Cup team for
the semi-final against Britain.

The controversial world number 29
was booted off the team before the
quarter-final win over Kazakhstan on
Sunday for publicly criticising Tennis
Australia (TA) officials in an extraordi-
nary tirade at Wimbledon. Tomic was
arrested in Miami last week after holding
a noisy party at a penthouse suite in his
hotel and the 22-year-old later said he
was still “in a fight” with TA and had no
intention of making peace. However, TA
president Steve Healy said the govern-
ing body hoped to contact him soon to
hammer out their issues.

“We want to offer Bernard the oppor-
tunity to raise the issues he has raised,
so we can address those with him,” Healy
told local media in Canberra on Tuesday.

“We think ( Tomic’s) criticisms are
unjustified-he needs to hear that. He
needs to get some detail, and we want
to bring him back into the fold.

“I think the important thing to under-
stand is he’s had fantastic support from
Tennis Australia and we want him to
understand and appreciate that and
then welcome him back into Davis Cup.”

Australia rallied to win their quarter-
final 3-2 on Sunday, setting up a last four
encounter away to Britain at a yet-to-be
confirmed venue on Sept. 18-20 as the

28-time winners seek to lift the trophy
for the first time since 2003.

TA’s high performance chief Pat Rafter
announced last month that funding
would be cut to Tomic and his sister
Sara, who plays mostly second-tier
events on the ITF circuit, in part because
of their father John Tomic’s uncoopera-
tive attitude.

Bernard Tomic responded by accus-
ing TA of neglecting he and his sister’s
development during his Wimbledon
rant. Relations plumbed a new depth
last week when TA said Tomic was play-
ing a “Hall of Shame” event in a media
release, rather than the Hall of Fame
championships in Newport.

The governing body quickly apolo-
gised for what it said was a “clerical
error” but the Tomic family threatened to
sue. Tomic is in Bogota, Colombia
preparing to defend his Claro Open title.
Healy also said TA would invite appli-
cants for the captaincy of the Davis Cup
team after previously anointing Lleyton
Hewitt for the role. The retiring Hewitt
was to take over after playing his last
tournament at the Australian Open in
January. Wally Masur has been the
team’s interim coach since Rafter quit
earlier this year to take the high per-
formance role.

“We want to give everyone a chance
to not only apply, but tell us their vision
for Davis Cup,” Healy said. “But Lleyton’s a
pretty fantastic candidate.”—Reuters

ST ANDREWS: American Zach Johnson claimed the sec-
ond major triumph of his career after winning a four-hole
playoff at the end of a captivating, cliffhanger of a final
round in the British Open on Monday. In an Open that
never seemed to want to end, the 39-year-old surged
through the field with a closing 66 before overcoming
South African Louis Oosthuizen (69) and Australian Marc
Leishman (66) in extra holes.

“I feel blessed to be the champion and honoured to
be part of the history of this game,” said Johnson after a
round played in a damp and heavy atmosphere but,
more importantly for the players, in light winds. “It has
been a week of patience, courage and trust. I can’t play
any better than I did. I just stayed in it, waited for the
opportunities and made a few putts.”

Johnson, who won the US Masters in 2007, took a
vice-like grip on the playoff by ramming in birdie putts of
12 and 18 feet at the first two holes and could afford the
luxury of taking a bogey at the 17th before a par four at
the last sealed victory.

Oosthuizen, the winner of the Open when it was last
played at St Andrews in 2010, was level par for the extra
holes while Leishman effectively played himself out of it
when he three-putted the first. He ended two over.

Johnson wiped tears from his eyes before hugging his
wife as he walked off the 18th green to pick up the covet-
ed Claret Jug and a first prize of 1.15 million pounds
($1.79 million).

One of the first to congratulate Johnson was fellow
American Jordan Spieth who failed to make the playoff
by one stroke after a day of fluctuating fortunes.

Spieth, 21, bidding to become the first player since
compatriot Ben Hogan in 1953 to land the opening three
majors of the year, finished with a three-under 69 for 274,
14 under. Johnson, Leishman and Oosthuizen ended the
regulation 72 holes on 15 under.

DUNNE SLUMPS
Irish amateur Paul Dunne, who went into the final

round of golf’s oldest major in a tie for the lead, slumped
to a closing 78 and ended in a share of 30th position on
282.

Earlier, Johnson came sprinting out of the blocks with
a swashbuckling run of seven birdies in the opening 12
holes. He dropped strokes at the 13th and 17th, com-
pletely mis-hitting his second shot at the notorious ‘Road
Hole’ after his feet slipped in the wet rough.

Johnson bounced straight back by gently caressing a
35-foot birdie putt into the cup on the 72nd green, let-
ting out a roar of delight as the ball disappeared into the
hole before squatting down and producing a theatrical
fist pump.

Leishman then missed a 20-foot birdie putt at the
18th that would have given him outright victory but had
the consolation of knowing his last two rounds of 64 and
66 tied the record Open low for the closing 36 holes.
Oosthuizen appeared to be out of contention until he
grittily holed a 15-foot par-saving effort at the 17th and
chipped to four feet at the 18th before rolling in his
birdie putt to join Johnson and Leishman in the playoff.

Spieth’s chances were effectively wrecked when he
took four putts from 100 feet to double-bogey the eighth
and he eventually had to settle for a share of fourth place
with Australian Jason Day (70).

“I made a mental mistake,” said Spieth. “If you make a
double-bogey it’s a very difficult climb back. “I hit my first
putt off the green and there’s absolutely no reason to do
that.”

American Jordan Niebrugge went round in 70 to fin-
ish as the leading amateur, in a tie for sixth spot on 277
with British pair Justin Rose and Danny Willett and
Spain’s Sergio Garcia.

It was only the second time the championship had fin-
ished on a Monday after heavy rain and strong winds
caused havoc earlier in the tournament. —Reuters

Zach wins British Open

ST. ANDREWS: United States’ Zach Johnson kisses the trophy as he poses for photog-
raphers after winning a playoff after the final round at the British Open Golf
Championship. —AP

Amateurs in name only 

as college kids pass test
ST ANDREWS: If Oliver Schniederjans had
been offered a nine-under par finish at a
weather-ravaged British Open he would have
signed instantly thinking the silver medal for
best amateur was in the bag. Yet the
American played second fiddle to compatriot
Jordan Niebrugge who finished two shots
better off for a tied sixth place finish-earning
an exemption into next year’s tournament.

Both finished in the top 12 while Ireland’s
Paul Dunne began the fourth round co-leader
and threatening to become the first amateur
to win golf’s oldest major since Bobby Jones
85 years ago.

Dunne’s challenge faded on the home-
ward nine but the 144th British Open will be
remembered as much for the fearless ama-
teurs as much as Zach Johnson’s playoff victo-
ry. Schniederjans, who joins the professional
ranks on Tuesday, carded a final round 67 to
roar up the leaderboard while deep into the
final day Dunne, Niebrugge, England’s Ashley
Chesters were still going toe-to-toe with the
paid ranks.

France’s Romaine Langasque also finished
below par. What might look like an anomaly
could become quite common according to
Schniederjans-whose plain blue jumper will
soon be decorated with the names of spon-
sors.

The world’s top-ranked amateur in 2014

said the American college scene is so strong,
most of the top players on it would hold their
own or even challenge for majors.

American Jordan Spieth, who came close
to making it three successive major wins
before fading late on, even suggested an
amateur would win a major, soon.

“You have to learn how to handle so
much, stay organised, and then you go
around and you travel and you play some
very difficult courses set up very difficult,”
Georgia Tech graduate Schniederjans told
reporters. “They put the pins tough. You play
in tough conditions. You play tough courses
against the other best amateurs in the world,
and you also have to handle your school
obligations. “You’ve got to learn how to
manage your life, and when you’re done
with school, it feels like this is easy, I can
manage everything else in life, I don’t have
to do schoolwork.” The 22-year-old was giv-
en exemptions to the US Open and the
British Open this year, providing he stayed
amateur. Asked whether he was tempted to
turn pro before and try to qualify and start
earning, he was unequivocal. “No, I really
wanted these experiences in two majors,
and I’m absolutely thrilled that I decided to
do that,” he said. “I think it’s developed my
game. I think it’s developed me. Now I feel
like I’m ready to be out here.” —Reuters
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