
WASHINGTON: Clint Robinson’s two-run double to deep
center was the biggest blow as the Nationals jumped on
Mets starter Matt Harvey for five runs in the first three
innings Monday night, and NL East-leading Washington
beat second-place New York 7-2.

A day after leaving 25 men on base and going 1 for 26
with runners in scoring position in an 18-inning victory at
St. Louis, the Mets’ troubled offense left 10 men on and
went 1 for 10 with runners in scoring position. Indeed, it
was Harvey (8-7) who drove in both of New York’s runs
with a bases-loaded single in the fourth off Gio Gonzalez
(7-4). Harvey went seven innings, and was charged with
five runs - four earned - and five hits.

Gonzalez allowed two runs and six hits in six innings.
Ian Desmond tacked on a two-run homer off Mets reliever
Alex Torres in the eighth.

ANGELS 7, RED SOX 3
Albert Pujols hit three homers while the Angels swept a

doubleheader from the Boston Red Sox, connecting twice
and seizing the major league lead from Mike Trout during
Los Angeles’ victory in the nightcap. Trout also homered
and rookie Andrew Heaney pitched seven strong innings
in the second game of the Angels’ first home doublehead-
er since 2003.  Pujols, Kole Calhoun and David Freese
homered during an 11-1 win in the first game. Pujols
homered in both games of a doubleheader for the first
time in his career. He caught and passed Mike Schmidt for
15th place in baseball history, hitting his 549th career
homer in the seventh.

Heaney (4-0) won his fourth straight decision in his first
month with the Angels, yielding five hits without a walk.
Knuckleballer Steven Wright (3-3) took the loss.

All-Star Hector Santiago (7-4) matched his career high
with 10 strikeouts in the opener. Eduardo Rodriguez (5-3)
took the loss.

REDS 5, CUBS 4
Todd Frazier connected for the first time since he won

the All-Star Home Run Derby, and Jay Bruce hit a key two-
run shot in the sixth inning, powering the Cincinnati Reds
past the Chicago Cubs.

The Reds hit three homers in all, including Marlon Byrd’s
solo shot, and beat the Cubs at Great American Ball Park
for the first time this season. Bruce’s drive off Justin Grimm
(1-3) put Cincinnati up 5-4 with two outs in the sixth. Ryan
Mattheus (1-1) pitched a hitless inning in relief of Michael
Lorenzen. Aroldis Chapman pitched the ninth - a day after
he threw a career-high 44 pitches - and retired the side on
13 pitches for his 19th save.

TIGERS 5, MARINERS 4
Ian Kinsler homered twice, including a go-ahead two-

run shot in the eighth inning, and the Detroit Tigers beat
the Seattle Mariners.

Kinsler, who came in with three homer this season, hit
one off Seattle starter J.A. Happ in the first, and then drove
a fastball from Mark Lowe over the Tigers’ bullpen with two
out in the eighth. It was his first multi-homer game since
Sept. 7, 2011.

Lowe (0-1) hadn’t allowed an earned run in his last 12
outings, dating to June 14, but Jose Iglesias doubled with
one out, took third on a grounder and scored on Kinsler’s
homer.

Al Alburquerque (1-0) picked up his first decision in 60
outings, pitching a scoreless eighth inning. Joakim Soria
got three outs for his 21st save.

PHILLIES 5, RAYS 3
Cesar Hernandez doubled, tripled and drove in two

runs, and David Buchanan earned his first win in almost a
year, leading the Philadelphia Phillies over the Tampa Bay
Rays.

Maikel Franco had a pair of hits with an RBI and Jeff
Francoeur contributed two hits for the Phillies, who have
won four straight after setting the franchise record with 62
losses before the All-Star break. Buchanan (1-5) snapped
his winless skid at 15 starts by allowing three runs and six
hits in 6 1/3 innings.

Logan Forsythe doubled and had two RBIs for the Rays,
who have lost 10 of their last 12 road games. Matt Moore
(1-1) gave up four runs on five hits in 4 2/3 innings in his

third start since coming back from Tommy John surgery.

BRAVES 7, DODGERS 5
Nick Markakis hit his first homer of 2015 and scored the

go-ahead run on Juan Uribe’s fifth-inning single, leading
the Atlanta Braves past former teammate Brandon Beachy
and the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Markakis hit a two-run homer to center field off Beachy
in the first inning. It was his first homer since Sept. 25,
2014, for the Orioles at the Yankees.  Braves rookie Matt
Wisler (4-1) allowed four runs and eight hits in six innings.

Adrian Gonzalez hit a two-run shot and Howie Kendrick
doubled in two runs for the Dodgers in the fifth. Beachy,
making his second start for the Dodgers following his sec-
ond Tommy John surgery, allowed four runs and five hits in
four innings. Adam Liberatore (2-2) took the loss in relief.

PIRATES 10, ROYALS 7
Travis Ishikawa had three extra-base hits and drove in

four runs as the Pittsburgh Pirates outslugged the Kansas
City Royals. Ishikawa, who was 1 for 13 with one RBI in nine
games since the Pirates claimed him on waivers July 5, hit a

two-run double in a four-run second. He homered in the
fifth with Jung Ho Kang aboard. AJ Burnett (8-3) won
despite giving up a season-high five earned runs and 11
hits - including two homers - in his initial start since his first
career trip to the All-Star Game. Mark Melancon worked
the ninth for his 30th save, including a franchise-record 28
straight.

Mike Moustakas and Kendrys Morales homered for the
Royals. Yordano Ventura (4-7) was pulled in the fifth after
giving up six runs and 11 hits and a walk.

ROCKIES 8, RANGERS 7
Ben Paulsen hit a tiebreaking single with one out in the

bottom of the ninth, and the Colorado Rockies recovered
from blowing a seven-run lead to beat the Texas Rangers.

Troy Tulowitzki homered and Nolan Arenado had two
RBIs for Colorado, which has won a season-best five in a
row at home.

Prince Fielder had two hits and three RBIs and Adrian
Beltre had three hits for the Rangers, who have lost 10 of
12. Beltre’s second double of the night tied it at 7 in the
ninth against closer John Axford (2-2), but the Rockies ral-
lied in the bottom of the inning against Tanner Scheppers
(3-1).

DIAMONDBACKS 3, MARLINS 1
Rubby De La Rosa went seven innings for his first win in

five starts, David Peralta singled in two runs and the
Arizona Diamondbacks snapped a six-game losing streak
by sending the Marlins to their fourth loss in a row. De La
Rosa (7-5) allowed a run on five hits, overcame a season-
high five walks and got his second RBI of the season by hit-
ting into a bases-loaded fielder’s choice. Peralta’s two-out,
bases-loaded single off David Phelps (4-6) in the third pro-
vided the only runs needed by the Diamondbacks. Derek
Dietrich homered for the Marlins.

PADRES 4, GIANTS 2
Matt Kemp hit a two-run homer to help the San Diego

Padres beat the World Series champion San Francisco
Giants and extend their winning streak to a season-high
five games.

Kemp’s 409-foot drive off 40-year-old Tim Hudson (5-8)
into the sandy play area beyond the right-center fence in
the third inning was his fourth homer in seven games and
10th overall.

Ian Kennedy (5-9) pitched six strong innings to snap a
four-start losing streak and end the Giants’ six-game win-
ning streak. Craig Kimbrel threw a perfect ninth on four
pitches for his 26th save.

Gregor Blanco homered for the Giants. Hudson (5-8)
came off the disabled list to make the start. He allowed
three runs and five hits in four-plus innings. — AP
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Suarez eyes flying start
MADRID: Luis Suarez struggled to get into his stride with new club
Barcelona after his ban for biting an opponent expired in October and the
Uruguay striker is determined to avoid the same fate when the new sea-
son starts next month.

Suarez joined the Catalan club from Liverpool last July but was unable
to play the first three months of the campaign after he was sanctioned for
sinking his teeth into Italy defender Giorgio Chiellini’s shoulder at the

World Cup.
After a slow start following his Barca debut in the La

Liga ‘Clasico’ against Real Madrid, he started to come into
top form around the turn of the year and was a key per-
former alongside strike partners Lionel Messi and Neymar
as Barca romped to a treble of Champions League and

Spanish league and Cup titles. “For the first few matches I
was lacking rhythm,” Suarez told reporters after a

training session on Barca’s pre-season tour of the
United States. “That’s what pre-seasons are for,
to work and try to contribute from the start,”
added the 28-year-old. “This year, starting at
the same pace as my team mates, it will be
different.” —Reuters

United hints of Ramos
MADRID: Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal has hinted the club may
be pursuing Real Madrid’s Spain defender Sergio Ramos and could also sign a
“surprise” striker.

There has been media speculation in recent weeks that the 29-year-old
Ramos, who has two years left on his Real contract, could join United as part of
a swap deal, with his Spain team mate and goalkeeper David De
Gea, 24, going the other way.

United have also been linked with a bid for Barcelona’s
Spain forward Pedro and Bayern Munich’s Germany forward
Thomas Mueller as Van Gaal looks to revitalise the squad
after a disappointing 2014-15 campaign. Pedro, 27, no
longer commands a regular spot in Barca’s starting lineup
following the arrival of Uruguay striker Luis Suarez, while the
25-year-old Mueller is said to be unhappy with Bayern coach
Pep Guardiola’s working methods.

“I cannot talk about these rumors,” Van Gaal said when
asked about Ramos at a news conference on the club’s
North American tour. “I have said in a lot of press
conferences that it ’s a process,” added the
Dutchman. “Maybe Mr Ramos is in the
process... you never know.”— Reuters

Burger to lead Boks
CAPE TOWN: Schalk Burger will become South Africa’s third captain in as many
tests when he leads the team in the Rugby Championship clash against New
Zealand at Ellis Park on Saturday.

The experienced loose-forward has been named interim skipper after injuries
to Jean de Villiers and Victor Matfield mean they will not face the world champi-
on All Blacks.

It is a remarkable turnaround in fortunes for the 2007 World Cup winner, who
was so ill from bacterial meningitis after having a cyst close to his spinal cord
removed two years ago that his family were advised to say their goodbyes.

“Schalk has been a magnificent servant of Springbok rugby and he fully
deserves this responsibility,” Springbok coach Heyneke Meyer said in a state-
ment from SARU yesterday.

“The resilience he’s shown in coming back from serious injury and illness is
the kind of qualities I look for in players as well as teams I coach.

“In my eyes, the captaincy is very important and something I never take light-
ly or want to cheapen. Schalk’s character and the fact that he has been a role
model for so many through the years made this an easy decision.” Burger will be
the 55th player to captain South Africa in tests. The full team for the All Blacks
clash will be announced today.

South Africa suffered a last-gasp defeat at the hands of Australia in their
Rugby Championship opener on Saturday, losing 24-20. — Reuters

LA Angels 11, Boston 1; Washington 7, NY Mets 2;
Philadelphia 5, Tampa Bay 3; Detroit 5, Seattle 4; Atlanta 7,
LA Dodgers 5; Cincinnati 5, Chicago Cubs 4; Pittsburgh 10,
Kansas City 7; Colorado 8, Texas 7; Arizona 3, Miami 1; LA
Angels 7, Boston 3; San Diego 4, San Francisco 2.

American League

Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB      

NY Yankees 50 41 .549 -       
Baltimore 46 45 .505 4       
Toronto 47 47 .500 4.5   
Tampa Bay 47 48 .495 5       
Boston 42 51 .452 9       

Central Division

Kansas City 55 36 .604 -       
Minnesota 50 42 .543 5.5   
Detroit 46 46 .500 9.5   
Cleveland 44 47 .484 11      
Chicago White Sox 42 48 .467 12.5  

Western Division

LA Angels 52 40 .565 -       
Houston 51 43 .543 2       
Texas 43 49 .467 9       
Oakland 43 51 .457 10      
Seattle 42 51 .452 10.5  

National League

Eastern Division

Washington 50 41 .549 -       
NY Mets 48 45 .516 3       
Atlanta 44 49 .473 7       
Miami 38 55 .409 13      
Philadelphia 33 62 .347 19      

Central Division

St. Louis 58 34 .630 -       
Pittsburgh 54 38 .587 4       
Chicago Cubs 49 42 .538 8.5   
Cincinnati 41 49 .456 16      
Milwaukee 41 52 .441 17.5  

Western Division

LA Dodgers 53 41 .564 -       
San Francisco 49 44 .527 3.5   
San Diego 44 49 .473 8.5   
Arizona 43 48 .473 8.5   
Colorado 40 51 .440 11.5  

MLB results/standings

WASHINGTON: Nationals’ Danny Espinosa (8) scores on a single by Yunel Escobar as New York Mets catcher Anthony Recker (20) goes for the throw during the first inning of a
baseball game. — AP

Nationals pound Mets, Angels win

ANAHEIM: Boston Red Sox’s Mike Napoli (left) is tagged out by Los Angeles Angels second baseman Johnny
Giavotella in the fifth inning. — AP


