
By David Adams

Ron Magill, a prominent Cuban-American
who works as spokesman for the Miami
zoo, was pleasantly surprised when he

returned from a quiet trip to Havana earlier this
year. For the most part, his friends and acquain-
tances, many of them second- and third-gener-
ation Cuban Americans, responded warmly
when they found out about his visit, said
Magill, 55, who toured the island in April with
US zoo and aquarium directors. “I’ve been sur-
prised at the lack of negative responses and
overwhelmed by the amount of positive ones,”
he said.

Not too long ago, Magill’s trip would have
angered many in the city’s large exile commu-
nity, who have long condemned visits as
undermining a policy of isolating Cuba’s com-
munist government. For decades Cuban-
American leaders have used their powerful
political influence to keep US sanctions in place
as long as Fidel Castro and his brother Raul
ruled the island nation. With that in mind, a
wave of Cuban-American outrage might have
been expected after the announcement of a
historic thaw in relations six months ago, culmi-
nating on Monday on the restoration of diplo-
matic relations between Washington and
Havana after a 54-year hiatus.

But the hardline pushback never material-
ized. “It’s over and done in Miami. It died with a
whimper,” said Pedro Freyre, a Cuban-born
Miami lawyer with Akerman, a national law firm
that represents several US and foreign clients
seeking to do business in Cuba. A former hard-
liner himself, Freyre said US President Barack
Obama’s new policy was now widely accepted
by South Florida’s 1.5 million Cuban exiles.

To be sure, Cuban-American political lead-
ers such as Republican presidential hopeful
Senator Marco Rubio - as well as another
Miami-based candidate, Jeb Bush - have
accused Obama of appeasing Cuba’s commu-
nist rulers. But such talk appears to be swim-
ming against the tide. Opponents to restoring
diplomatic ties have failed to mobilize large
street protests. And while many disapprove of
the policy, there is widespread resignation
shaped by shifting demographics.

The diehard anti-Castro generation is age-
ing, giving way to younger, US-born Cuban
Americans who take a more pragmatic
approach. The same is true for recent exiles,
many of whom have relatives in Cuba and wel-
come the likely economic benefits of closer US
ties. A poll last week found that 40 percent of
Cuban-American would vote for a candidate
favoring normalization of relations while only
26 percent would be less inclined to. Several

key Cuban-American Republicans, including
major Bush backers, have signaled their strong
support for the new policy.

Reality 
“Cuban-Americans everywhere, but espe-

cially the diaspora in South Florida, have been
awakening to the reality that Cuba’s isolation
was and is not a sustainable strategy,” Mike
Fernandez, a healthcare millionaire and Bush
supporter, wrote in an opinion column for the
Miami Herald this month. “It’s time to accept
change. Let us not heed those relatively few
voices who would go on continuing to trap our
minds in hatred.”

Hardliners who famously have raised sub-
stantial sums to successfully lobby Congress to
maintain a five decades-old economic embar-
go against Cuba are being matched by new
groups lobbying for Obama’s policy. “It seems
that Obama enjoys helping enemies and fight-
ing friends,” said Remedios Diaz-Oliver, a ship-
ping company owner who left Cuba as a young
student in 1961 and is a co-founder of the pro-
embargo US-Cuba Democracy PAC. “It’s all a
nonsense,” she added saying Obama gave Cuba
too much for nothing in return. “All Obama is
doing is consolidating a dictatorship.”

Supporters of the new policy argue it is a
long-term strategy that deserves to be given

time to see if it encourages Cuba to move faster
toward a free-market economy while showing
greater respect for human rights. They note the
change has been well received by ordinary
Cubans on the island, including some leading
anti-Castro dissidents. “The old guard still
wants heads on the block and Marines on the
beach, but they don’t seem to have realized
that the world had changed,” said Eddy Arriola,
43, the Cuban-American chairman of a Miami-
based community bank who served on
Obama’s campaign finance committee in 2008
and 2012. “The PACs are raising peanuts com-
pared to the business interests that are lining
up,” he added, pointing to Cuban business
plans announced by Airbnb, JetBlue Airways
Corp and Miami-based cruise company
Carnival Corp.

Meanwhile, more Cuban exiles are making
the trek back home, some out of nostalgia for
forgotten homes and dead relatives, others to
explore future economic opportunities, even
scouting out future retirement homes. Magill,
the zoo spokesman, came back from his visit
convinced the policy change was smart. “I was
uncertain before I left as there were certain
members of my family that were strongly
against any travel to Cuba so I wanted to see
for myself,” he said. “I’ve never been prouder of
my Cuban roots.” — Reuters 

MANSOORI

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these
pages are the personal opinion of
the writers. Kuwait Times takes no
responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites read-
ers to voice their opinions. Please
send submissions via email to: opin-
ion@kuwaittimes.net or via snail
mail to PO Box 1301 Safat, Kuwait.
The editor reserves the right to edit
any submission as necessary.

ANALY S I S
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2015

Adeadly suicide bombing in southern Turkey
appears to be part of the Islamic State group’s
war against the Kurds, and shows the coun-

try’s growing vulnerability to the conflict in neigh-
bouring Syria, analysts say. The attack on Monday on
a gathering of pro-Kurdish activists in Suruc along
the Turkish-Syrian border, which killed at least 32
people, bore the hallmarks of the Sunni extremist
organisation. “Thus far, even without an IS claim of
responsibility, the group seems the most likely per-
petrator,” said Charles Lister,  an analyst at the
Brookings Doha Centre. “The attack method, the
specific target and the political implications of the
attack all point towards an IS motive, for now.”

Turkey was quick to blame IS for the bombing of
the cultural centre - the first time it has directly
accused the group of carrying out an act of terror on
Turkish soil. The young victims were preparing for an
aid mission to the devastated Syrian town of
Kobane, which became a symbol of resistance
against the jihadists, who were driven out by Kurdish
forces in January. Since then, the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG) have gradually seized territo-
ry from IS in northern Syria with support from US-led
air strikes. Their advances have prompted a coun-
teroffensive, with IS attacking Kobane as well as the
cities of Hasakeh and Qamishli in the past month
alone.

‘Uptick in Violence’ 
Aaron Stein, a non-resident fellow at Washington-

based think tank the Atlantic Council, described
Monday’s attack as a “spillover of the Kurdish-IS
fight” in Syria. Rather than targeting Turkey, Stein
said the Suruc bombing appeared to be “more of an
attack on Kurdish sympathisers of Kobane”. He
likened the blast to an attack on a rally organised by
Turkey’s main pro-Kurdish party in Diyarbakir, which
killed four people in June. “We have seen an uptick
in violence against Kurds in Turkey,” he told AFP.

Analysts noted that the attack also follows a
recent campaign in which Turkish security forces
have arrested dozens of IS militants and sympathis-
ers in raids across the country.  It follows years of
criticism of Ankara for allegedly turning a blind eye
to the growing power of IS, which has used crossings
along Turkey’s long border with Syria as a route to
bring in foreign fighters and weapons.

“There have been a number of arrests of IS sym-
pathisers, and in general it seems like there has been
a real but late crackdown on IS in Turkey,” said Max
Abrahms,  a  terrorism exper t  and professor at
Northeastern University. “The fact that there would
then be presumably an IS attack against Turkey isn’t
at all surprising.” 

Risk of More Attacks 
Turkey’s main aim in the Syria conflict has been

the ousting of President Bashar Al-Assad and con-
tainment of pro-Kurdish groups. Despite its tense
relations with Syria’s Kurds, the Turkish government
described the Suruc bombing as an attack against
the nation. Ankara accuses Syria’s Kurdish forces of
ties to Turkey’s Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK), which
fought a 31-year insurgency and is listed as a “terror-
ist group” by the government. It has been alarmed
by the growing power of Syria’s Kurdish fighters, and
unimpressed by their successes against IS.

Analysts said the attack could strengthen Turkey’s
resolve to take on IS inside its war-torn neighbour,
where a US-led coalition has been carrying out air
raids against the jihadists since September. “It will
only encourage Turkey to get more involved in the
fight against IS... including the greater possibility of
ground forces” in Syria, Abrahms said. “This is really
the only way in which I can see Turkey coming into
line in terms of being a real supporter of this anti-IS
coalition, if Turkey itself becomes subject to attack.” 

Lister said there was a danger of more attacks on
Turkish soil. “In some respects, it’s surprising we
haven’t seen more of this kind of spillover already,”
he said. “But the real concern now is that this attack
could spell the start of more frequent bombings and
other such incidents immediately across the Syrian
border.”— AFP 
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Resistance to US-Cuba thaw proves tepid

By Maya Gebeily 

By Josh Lederman

As negotiators were grasping for a land-
mark nuclear deal, they hit a roadblock
over Iran’s once-secret enrichment site at

Fordo, a fortified bunker buried deep in a moun-
tainside - potentially impervious to US or Israeli
airstrikes. The United States wanted the facility
shuttered, but Iran’s supreme leader insisted no
nuclear facilities would close. Then, an American
nuclear physicist with an untamable mane of
wiry gray hair came up with a compromise:
Allow the Iranians to tell their hard-liners they
were keeping Fordo, but convert it to a research
facility whose centrifuges would churn out
harmless medical isotopes instead of enriched
uranium.

Ernest Moniz, the eccentric MIT professor-
turned-US-Energy-secretary, by all accounts
played a pivotal role in reaching the historic
nuclear accord. Now with his diplomatic legacy
on the line, President Barack Obama is turning to
Moniz to help sell the deal to a highly skeptical
Congress. Moniz blitzed morning political talk
shows on Sunday, making Obama’s case along-
side Secretary of State John Kerry. This week,
he’ll appear before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, where doubts about the nuclear
pact run high. In between, aides say, the secre-
tary is squeezing in one-on-one briefings with
lawmakers ahead of a likely congressional
attempt to scuttle the deal. While juggling his
“day job” running the Energy Department, he’s
also lobbying foreign energy ministers who are
similarly suspicious of the deal. “Secretary Moniz
is an everyman scientist,” said Sen. Chris Murphy,
D-Conn., who has received multiple Iran briefin-
gs from Moniz. “He can translate those nuclear
details in a way that even senators can under-
stand.”

Yet not everyone is content watching nuclear
science watered down into talking points. David
Albright, a former weapons inspector who runs
the Institute for Science and International
Security, said Moniz and his colleagues have
been downplaying the deal’s vulnerabilities,
such as that its enrichment restrictions sunset
after 10 years, at which point Iran could race for
a bomb. “Moniz is speaking at a fairly high level
of generality,” Albright said. “But the devil’s in the
details.” Moniz’s role at the center of the deal
began in February after Tehran informed
Washington that Ali Akbar Salehi, Iran’s atomic
energy chief, would be joining the next round of
talks. Obama quickly settled on Moniz as a coun-

terpart of Salehi. It turned out the two had
something in common: they’d overlapped at
MIT, where Moniz taught for decades and Salehi
studied nuclear engineering.

The two had never met at MIT, but immedi-
ately clicked after meeting on the shores of Lake
Geneva, in Switzerland, officials said. A few days
later, Moniz and Salehi opted to dine together at
a hotel, trading stories about mutual colleagues
from MIT. That broke the ice for others on the US
and Iranian teams to get acquainted away from
the tense negotiating table. “He’s not one who’s
very attached to protocol, and he very quickly
was joking with the Iranians. The Iranians
responded extremely well to that,” said Robert
Malley, the senior director at the White House’s
National Security Council and part of the US
negotiating team. “Over time, the Iranians
learned that behind that appearance was some-

one who would fight fiercely for what he
thought was in our interests.”

Bon Vivant 
In Vienna, where negotiators spent much of

June and July holed up in a hotel, Moniz devel-
oped a reputation as something of a bon vivant,
with a quick wit, a chatty demeanor and an
exacting palate when it came to his martinis. He
was also the only negotiator to be knighted dur-
ing the talks. Moniz, whose grandparents emi-
grated from Portugal, took a brief jaunt from
Vienna to Lisbon to receive the Grand Cross of
the Order of Prince Henry, one of Portugal’s
highest distinctions. The talks were nearing an
end, meaning Moniz would potentially miss the
announcement of the deal and ensuing celebra-
tion. Although Moniz said he didn’t mind skip-
ping it, his colleagues insisted, and he returned

to Vienna less than 24 hours after he left. “He was
very moved by it. He’s proud of his Portuguese
heritage,” said Kevin Knobloch, Moniz’s chief of
staff. Moniz, 70, was born in Fall River,
Massachusetts, and received his doctorate at
Stanford University before joining MIT’s physics
faculty in 1973. He served in the Clinton admin-
istration as undersecretary of energy and a top
White House aide. Robert Laughlin, who studied
at MIT while Moniz was on faculty in the 1970s
and now teaches physics at Stanford, said he’s
not surprised Moniz ended up a player in high-
stakes diplomacy. “He was the only person at
MIT at the time who was really serious about
nuclear energy,” said Laughlin, a Nobel laureate.
“It’s really a political hot-potato, so you’ve got to
like that stuff. You have to be OK working with
government constantly - even though it’s mad-
dening.”— AFP 

Obama’s unlikely Iran deal MVP: Moniz

In this July 10, 2015 file photo, Energy Ernest Moniz (left) is applauded by Portuguese President Anibal Cavaco Silva after
being decorated at the Belem presidential palace in Lisbon. Cavaco Silva awarded Moniz, a grandchild of Portuguese immi-
grants, the Great Cross of the Order of Prince Henry. —AP 


