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Marzouq, in a bid to lure clients, said the bank was not
investing in the manufacturing of arms, cigarettes, alcohol
or sectors that do not comply with Islamic sharia.

Kemal Uzan, Kuveyt Turk general manager, thanked KFH
for facilitating the opening of the branch in Frankfurt.
“Working in such a competitive market is a big challenge,”

he told KUNA. Uzan explained that Kuveyt Turk did not car-
ry out speculative operations. Kuveyt Turk is active in the
German market since 2004 but was only capable of practic-
ing partial banking operations. It was allowed to carry out
full banking services in Germany last year. Kuveyt Turk is co-
owned by KFH, Kuwait’s Public Authority for Social Security,
the Islamic Development Bank and the Turkish Awqaf
authority. —  KUNA 

Eurozone’s first Islamic bank starts...
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The minister said that Kuwait’s production is not likely to be
affected by the expected increase in Iranian production following
the nuclear deal because global demand is expected to pick up to
account for the current surplus of 1.2 million barrels per day and
as the demand is also forecast to increase further by the end of
next year.

Meanwhile, Shiite MP Abdulhameed Dashti continued to
come under fire yesterday several days after making a controver-
sial visit to the parents of Emad Mughniah, the assassinated com-
mander of Lebanese Hezbollah militia who allegedly hijacked a
Kuwaiti passenger plane three decades ago. MP Majed Mousa
described Dashti’s action as provocative, especially it came after
the Kuwaiti people showed strong unity following the Shiite
mosque bombing. The lawmaker said that the message of the

Kuwaiti people was very clear - that all sections stood united
against terrorism and Dashti’s provocations will not undermine
this unity.

While in Lebanon, Dashti visited the Mughniah house and
posted pictures on his Twitter account of him kissing the head of
Mughniah’s father as a sign of respect for him. The images caused
an outrage in Kuwait, with condemnations coming from every
corner including the National Assembly speaker, a large number
of MPs and politicians and activists. The latest condemnation
came yesterday from several Shiite writers and academics who
said Dashti’s moves had a negative impact on national unity.

Dashti has explained that his visit was to pay tributes to
Mughniah because of his fight against Israel and claimed that his
involvement in the hijacking of the plane is not established. He
also said that some of those who attacked him were in fact sup-
porters of former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.

Zour refinery budget upped as most bids...
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struggle with Iran, or whether it is bluffing. They are
also split on whether international pressure via mean-
ingful sanctions could be imposed on a country whose
economy depends almost entirely on trade, but whose
ability to maintain massive oil exports is critical for
global energy markets. What senior Saudis have consis-
tently said about the Iranian nuclear deal is that they
will demand exactly the same terms.  That would allow
them a nuclear fuel cycle that could produce material
for a bomb, but would also impose a tough inspections
regime.

16 Saudi Reactors
The kingdom’s atomic power plans, like those of Iran,

are based on the economic principle that it is better to
use crude oil for revenue-generating exports to main-
tain social benefits than fritter it away on soaring elec-
tricity consumption. Its nuclear body, the King Abdullah
City for Atomic and Renewable Energy (KACARE), rec-
ommended in 2012 that Saudi Arabia install  17
gigawatts of nuclear power but it has not yet laid out
plans to do so. Riyadh has signed nuclear energy coop-
eration agreements with several countries able to build
reactors, but recent deals with France, Russia and South
Korea go beyond these by including feasibility studies
for atomic power plants and fuel cycle work. Daunting
technical obstacles would still hinder any Saudi attempt
to build a bomb, something that would most likely be
achieved via a uranium enrichment process for which
technological transfer between countries is closely reg-
ulated.

“It’s very technically challenging to obtain the fissile
material needed for a weapon and with the enhanced
safeguard measures of the model additional protocol,
the risk of detection is great,” said Karl Dewey, the
Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear analyst at
IHS Janes. The additional protocol is part of a stronger
regime of inspections and safeguards that Iran has
adopted and would likely be a condition of any Saudi

nuclear program.
At present, the United States is so closely entwined

with Saudi Arabia’s political and security infrastructure
that it would be hard to envisage Riyadh embarking on
a nuclear weapons project without Washington finding
out. Going behind Washington’s back to build a nuclear
bomb would cause massive ruptures in a strategic secu-
rity relationship that will remain vital to Saudi Arabia
despite its efforts to create alternative alliances with
other military powers. The pair’s relationship has weak-
ened in recent years, but while they disagree on what
role Washington should take in the Middle East, the US
remains Saudi Arabia’s chief security guarantor, so it
retains considerable leverage over Riyadh.

Saudi Bombast or a Saudi Bomb?
Saudi Arabia’s unique place in world energy - it is not

only the largest exporter but maintains a large cushion
of excess output capacity giving it unparalleled lever-
age over oil prices at a cost that no other producer
appears willing to match - makes sanctions on its crude
exports impossible. But while oil sales accounted for 33
percent of economic activity and 87 percent of revenue
in the kingdom last year, its non-oil sector is heavily
reliant on imports, including food and consumer goods,
which are theoretically vulnerable to sanctions.

Riyadh has for decades avoided using its ability to
upset the world economy for political gain, but that
could change if it felt threatened enough. It may bet
that fears of a repeat of the 1973 oil embargo would
stop any real international pressure over its nuclear
plans. “I’m sure Saudi Arabia is ready to withstand pres-
sure. It would have moral standing. If the Iranians and
Israelis have it, we would have to have it to,” said
Khashoggi, adding that he believed Riyadh’s oil exports
would immunize it from pressure. Testing that theory,
however, would represent a huge gamble for Riyadh.
Whether the risks involved outweigh those they believe
would be incurred by allowing Iran a nuclear advantage
is something the kingdom’s ruling Al Saud are doubt-
less considering. — Reuters 

Saudis mull own nuke options after Iran
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They may sleep less, exercise less, and experience
more stress - all of which can lead to weight gain, he
said. It doesn’t help that the food selection at home
may gradually change to include more things like “mak-
ing chocolate chip cookies with the kids”, said Garfield.

For their work, the researchers looked at results from
another study, which tracked the health of adolescents
over two decades. The researchers focused on teen boys
and young men, comparing weight changes in the
3,400 who became dads and the 6,800 who didn’t.

There was a difference. After becoming a first-time dad,
a typical 6-foot-tall man who lives with his child will
gain an average of about 2 kg, the study suggested. 

A same-sized man who does not live with his child
can expect to gain nearly 1.6 kg. But a 6-foot man who
does not have children typically loses about 700 gm
over the same time period, researchers found. The study
found men who lived with their children were a little
heavier to begin with, on average, and ended up heavier
than the absent fathers and the men who didn’t have
kids. Nearly three-quarters of US men are overweight or
obese, according to government statistics. — AP 

Becoming a dad? Expect weight gain

Pakistani youngsters react while taking a ride at a park in Rawalpindi yesterday. — AP 
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Federation spokesman Antoine Rousseau said Richards
had just nine weeks to prepare for the competition. He did
so by memorizing all of the possible words in the official
Scrabble dictionary, from two to 10 letters. In a three-hour
final match, Richards won against Gabonese player
Schelick Ilagou Rekawe with a word played on two ‘triple-
word score’ boxes - the most coveted in the game. 

The federation told AFP that unlike some other players,
Richards has a great eye for planning his moves and
doesn’t need to shuffle around letters when forming a
word. The New Zealander, a resident of Malaysia, will par-
ticipate in more Scrabble competitions in Belgium this
week, but with the added challenge of playing a format
where all players start with the same letters. After his win
on Monday, Richards received a warm round of applause...
but then needed a translator to thank the audience. — AFP 

Sacre bleu! Scrabble champ can’t speak...

An Indian boy carries his sister and wades through a waterlogged street on his way to school as it rains in
Mumbai. Heavy rainfall threw normal life out of gear in the city yesterday, leading to waterlogging in low-
lying areas, disrupting local train services and causing traffic havoc. — AP 


