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BEIJING: The Chinese Communist
Party’s expulsion of a former top aide to
ex-president Hu Jintao for corruption is a
political move reinforcing Xi Jinping’s
power, analysts said yesterday. Following
an internal Party investigation Ling
Jihua, once one of Hu’s most senior
advisers, was expelled and handed over
to prosecutors who formally arrested
him, authorities said Monday.

The development came three years
after his son was killed in a Ferrari crash
that also injured two female passengers,
one of them naked, a scandal that trig-
gered his downfall. Ling, 58, will almost
certainly face trial, with a guilty sentence
and jail term effectively guaranteed to
follow. Since coming to power Xi has
overseen a high-profile crackdown on
graft that has deposed several senior
officials, but in the absence of systemic
reforms critics say the drive is open to
being used for political faction-fighting.

The campaign also risks re-enforcing
perceptions of widespread corruption in
the ruling organization. Previous scalps

include former security chief Zhou
Yongkang, who was jailed for life earlier
this year, and Xu Caihou, once China’s sec-
ond most senior military officer, who died
of cancer earlier this year while under
investigation. Joseph Cheng, professor of
political science at City University of
Hong Kong, said Ling’s targeting suggest-
ed President Xi was confident of taking
on high-profile cadres associated with his
predecessors.

Behind the scenes 
Retired leaders in China are seen as

continuing to wield influence behind the
scenes, including regarding their allies,
and Zhou has links to former Chinese
president Jiang Zemin. “By prosecuting
figures formerly associated with first
Jiang Zemin, and then Hu Jintao, certainly
means that Xi Jinping wants to demon-
strate his determination to get rid of all
resistance to his policy programme irre-
spective of their affiliations and associa-
tions,” Cheng told AFP. “It certainly gener-
ates pressure on previous leaders includ-

ing Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao,” he said.
Hong Kong and Taiwan-based media
have speculated that Ling-along with
Zhou, Xu, and former party rising star Bo
Xilai, who was jailed in 2013 after a mur-
der and graft investigation-had formed a
political faction opposed to Xi. The
alleged cabal has been dubbed the “New
Gang of Four”, a reference to the infa-
mous quartet including Mao Zedong’s
widow who were put on trial in 1980.

“The Communist Party of China (CPC)
has moved a major step forward in its
anti-graft campaign,” state news agency
Xinhua declared in a triumphant com-
mentary. “Like water and fire, the CPC
doesn’t tolerate corruption.” The com-
mentary indicated that Ling had
engaged in internal plotting, saying that
his case “served as a warning that it’s
absolutely forbidden to organize fac-
tions within the Party”.

‘Too close to the sun’ 
Ling had become an embarrassment

to the ruling party, said Kerry Brown,

professor of Chinese politics at the
University of Sydney, pointing out that
the Ferrari crash in Beijing came at a sen-
sitive time during the power transition
between Hu and Xi. 

“Ling was simply unable to rein in
people around him cashing in on his
political links - the most obvious being
his son who was evidently out of con-
trol,” he said. “Ling harmed the Party, in
this story, just like Zhou did, and the
Party has taken its revenge.” He
described the expulsion as “the final dis-
patching of someone who flew too close
to the sun after rising from a very mod-
est background”. “It just goes to prove
that there is no more dangerous or
treacherous place in the world to try to
exist in than the upper reaches of
Chinese politics,” he told AFP. State-run
media made no mention of Ling’s links
to Hu, and only passing reference to alle-
gations against his family.

In an editorial the Global Times,
which is affiliated with the Communist
mouthpiece People’s Daily, said Ling’s

“close relatives indulged in their desires
and became involved in criminal behav-
ior and they paid a high price”. In June
2014 the party announced an investiga-
tion into his brother Ling Zhengce for
“serious discipline violations”. Ling was a
vice-president of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, a
Communist-controlled debating cham-
ber, in the family’s home province of
Shanxi.

Xinhua on Monday also implicated
Ling’s wife, while reports last year said
that his brother-in-law had been held.
The People’s Daily, the official
Communist Party mouthpiece said Ling’s
case should serve as a lesson to other
officials.  “Strict political discipline and
rules will resolutely overcome organisa-
tional and discipline problems, (so) we
can protect the party’s structure,” it said.
Party disciplinary officials opened an
investigation into Ling for “suspected
serious disciplinary violations”-normally
a euphemism for corruption-in
December. — AFP 
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as parliament reopens

SOUTH AFRICA:  Australian surfer Mick Fanning surfs on July 19, 2015 before being attacked by a shark during the J-Bay Open final in Jeffreys
Bay. —AFP

Surfer vows return to waves 

after ‘miracle’ shark escape
Dramatic scenes beamed live around the world

SYDNEY: Australian sur f champion Mick
Fanning vowed yesterday to return to the waves
after a “miracle” escape from a shark attack, as
he paid tribute to courageous mate Julian
Wilson for rushing to help. The 34-year-old
three-time world champion fought off a large
shark during the final heat of a world tour event
at Jeffreys Bay in South Africa on Sunday, with
the dramatic scenes beamed live around the
world.

He survived unscathed, with rival and close
friend Wilson, also from Australia, furiously pad-
dling towards him to help despite the danger
posed by the shark, which experts suggested
was either a bull or a great white. “I guess some-
one was looking out for me. To walk away from
a shark attack with not a scratch on you, it’s a
miracle really,” Fanning said after arriving back
in Sydney with Wilson, where they were met by
a large media scrum. “You just count your lucky
stars and if there is someone up there looking
after us-thanks.”

Terrifying ordeal 
Speculation has been rife that Fanning may

call it quits after indicating, in the moments
after his terrifying ordeal, that he might not
compete again. Fanning admitted yesterday he

was now dealing with “an emotional mental sort
of trauma” that would probably take weeks, if
not months, to get over. But he vowed to get
back on his board again.

“Surfing has given myself and my family so
much. It’s gotten me through the hardest times
in my life,” he said. “So to turn my back on surf-
ing, it just wouldn’t feel right.” He is even pre-
pared to get back in the waves at Jeffreys Bay.
“For sure,” he said, when asked if he would com-
pete there again next year. Social media went
into frenzy over the dramatic close call, with a
YouTube clip of the attack being viewed almost
13.5 million views. Even Hollywood star Russell
Crowe commented on Twitter. “My heart was
racing just watching,” Crowe posted.

Fanning used social media to pay tribute to
Wilson, who paddled towards him in actions
that have earned an Australian state govern-
ment nomination for a bravery award. “This man
came to my aid like a warrior!!,” Fanning said of
Wilson in an Instagram post before arriving
back in Australia.

‘Warrior’ mate 
Despite the attention, Wilson played down

his heroics, calling Fanning “a great role model”.
“As soon as I realized the danger and what was

going on, I couldn’t get there quick enough,” he
said in Sydney, adding that Fanning confronting
the shark spurred him on. “It could be the thing
that gave me the courage to just head for him.
You know, to see that he just turned on some-
thing that was so much bigger than him.”

And while both men were clearly shaken,
they found time for some humor during a
packed press conference with Fanning replying:
“Thanks for not eating me” when asked if he had
a message for the shark. The World Surf League,
which organized the J-Bay Open, commended
the rescue teams who quickly came to Fanning’s
aid and said the situation could have been
much worse.

“Certainly it will give us an opportunity to sit
down and reevaluate more the safety side of
what we do,” Commissioner Kieren Perrow told
Australian Associated Press. Perrow said authori-
ties would look to employ new and improving
technologies to deter sharks, while pointing out
that the South African stop was not the only
location with a reputation for sharks. “Being
able to have a solution that not just works here
(in South Africa) but everywhere would be pret-
ty incredible,” he said. “We’ll spend some time
doing that and then review what it means for
the future.” —AP

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi appealed yesterday for
opposition support in pushing through key
reforms, as parliament began a new session
set to be dominated by corruption allega-
tions against members of his party.

Modi’s right-wing government, which
swept to power last year on a pledge to
revive the economy, aims to push through
a series of reforms during the 21-day ses-
sion including introducing a new national
sales tax. “We all have to work together to
take important decisions for the develop-
ment of the nation,” Modi told reporters
outside parliament in New Delhi. “I am
hopeful that the parliament will live up to
the country’s expectations to act as a medi-
um for constructive debate.”

Modi is keen to pass a long-pending
national goods and services tax, which
aims to replace a myriad of overlapping
state duties that often deter investment, as
well as a controversial bill that makes it eas-
ier for businesses to buy land. But the
opposition Congress party has indicated it
will use the current monsoon session to
demand the resignation of a number of
scandal-hit Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders. 

The opening of the upper house was
immediately disrupted by opposition

members protesting at Foreign Minister
Sushma Swaraj’s role in helping corruption-
hit former cricket boss Lalit Modi to obtain
a passport. Congress has also urged Prime
Minister Modi to sack Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, chief minister of Madhya Pradesh
state, where thousands of people are
alleged to have bribed officials and politi-
cians in return for jobs or places in training
institutes.

The lower house shut down for the day
soon after reopening to allow lawmakers to
mark the recent death of a member. The
BJP does not have a majority in the upper
house, and analysts say opposition parties
will try to prevent progress in the current
session, which comes ahead of elections in
the eastern state of Bihar later this year.

“This will be a very stormy session since
the objective is no more to conduct parlia-
mentary business, but to put the govern-
ment in the dock,” said political analyst KG
Suresh. Parliament’s last session was the
most productive in recent years, with 23
bills passed, including long-awaited legisla-
tion to open the insurance market to for-
eign companies. Voters turned against the
Congress Party in general elections last
year after it was embroiled in a string of
corruption scandals during its decade in
power. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi  talks with Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Venkaiah Naidu (left) as Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) parliamentarians Rajiv
Pratap Rudy (second left), Jitendra Singh and Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi (second right)
look on as he arrives for the monsoon session at Parliament. — AFP  

Mumbai bomb plotter facing 

death row loses final appeal 

NEW DELHI: India’s top court yesterday
rejected a final appeal by Yakub Memon, a
key plotter of bomb attacks that killed
hundreds in Mumbai in 1993, paving the
way for his execution. Media reports said
Yakub Memon would hang on July 30 —
more than two decades after the deadliest
attacks ever to hit India-after the Supreme
Court rejected his final plea.

The Bombay Stock Exchange, the offices
of Air India and a luxury hotel were among
the targets of the March 1993 blasts, which
killed 257 people in India’s commercial
capital. The attacks were believed to have
been staged by Mumbai’s Muslim-domi-
nated underworld in retaliation for anti-
Muslim violence that had killed more than
1,000 people. Memon was the only one of
11 people convicted for the 1993 attacks
to have his death sentence upheld on
appeal. The sentences on the others were
commuted to life imprisonment.

Executions are only carried out for “the
rarest of rare” cases in India. But President
Pranab Mukherjee has rejected a number
of mercy pleas in recent years, ending an
unofficial eight-year moratorium. A
Kashmiri separatist convicted of involve-
ment in a deadly 2001 attack on the Indian
parliament was executed in New Delhi in
2013, while the lone surviving gunman

from the deadly 2008 Mumbai attacks was
hanged in 2012. “Crimes such as these
deserve maximum punishment,”
Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia director for
Human Rights Watch, told AFP. “But we
believe that the maximum punishment
should not be the death penalty because it
is inherently inhumane,” she said.

Mastermind on the run 
Amnesty India said it was disappointed

by the Supreme Court’s decision in the
case. “The judgments regrettably puts
India in opposition to the global trend
towards moving away from the death
penalty,” the rights group said. “There
exists no reliable evidence that the threat
of execution is more of a deterrent to
crime than a prison sentence,” it said on
Twitter. 

Memon, an accountant by profession,
denied any involvement in the blasts dur-
ing a staggered trial and appeal process.
He and two of his brothers, Essa and Yusuf
Memon, were convicted in 2006 under
Indian anti-terrorism laws of conspiracy
and abetting the attacks. Another brother
Tiger Memon was alleged to have master-
minded the attacks along with Mumbai
gang boss Dawood Ibrahim. Both have
been on the run since 1993.—AFP

TOKYO: Japan yesterday slammed Beijing’s bid
to reclaim land in the South China Sea as a “coer-
cive attempt” to force sweeping maritime claims,
in a defense paper that comes as Tokyo is
expanding the role of its own military. Tokyo said
China was acting “unilaterally and without com-
promise”, as it also highlighted concern about
North Korea’s nuclear program and Russian
moves in violence-wracked Ukraine. The white
paper accused Beijing of “raising concerns
among the international community” as it
ramped up criticism from last year’s report, an
annual summary of Japan’s official view on
defense matters.

“China, particularly over maritime issues, con-
tinues to act in an assertive manner, including
coercive attempts at changing the status quo,
and is poised to fulfill its unilateral demands
without compromise,” said the report entitled
“Defense of Japan 2015”. China is locked in dis-
putes with several countries over its claims to
almost the entire South China Sea and is current-
ly pursuing a rapid program of artificial island
construction in the region.

It is also embroiled in a separate row with
Japan over the Tokyo-controlled Senkaku islands-
which it calls the Diaoyus-in the East China Sea,
as Chinese ships and aircraft regularly test
Japanese forces in the area. While the Sino-
Japanese spat has cooled considerably over the
last 12 months or so, observers had warned that

it could spiral into a limited armed conflict.
Separately, Japan has complained that China
may have started offshore drilling for gas in the
disputed waters.

“Japan has repeatedly lodged protests against
China’s unilateral development and demanded
the termination of such works,” the report said.

The document repeated Tokyo’s concerns over
China’s growing assertiveness and widening naval
reach in the Pacific and over what it calls the
“opaqueness” of Beijing’s sky-rocketing military
budget. But it also noted that China has worked
to set up an emergency hotline with Tokyo to pre-
vent unintended conflicts at sea.—AFP 

Japan slams China’s ‘coercive’ maritime demands

GOTEMBA: This file picture taken on August 19, 2014 shows Japan Ground Self Defense Forces’
type 92 anti-landmine missile firing while 74 tanks stand by during an exercise at the Higashi-
Fuji training ground. — AFP 


