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WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama walks towards Marine One on the South Lawn at the White House. —AP 

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama speaks
to a veterans’ convention, then tapes an appear-
ance with Jon Stewart of “The Daily Show” as
concerns run high about Iran, veterans’ care and
a shooting rampage against US Marines.

Obama will travel to Pittsburgh to speak to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ national conven-
tion, the day after the UN Security Council unan-
imously endorsed the nuclear deal with Iran.
After Pennsylvania, Obama will hop a quick
flight to New York to tape one of Stewart’s final
episodes after 16 years hosting the Comedy
Central show.

On his first stop, Obama was to highlight a
federal rule he’s finalizing on predatory lending
and the military to make the case to the VFW
that he’s working to make things better for
America’s military families. Obama started off
the week Monday signing a bill to allow all veter-
ans to receive official IDs from Veterans Affairs
even if they don’t meet certain criteria for VA
services.

Obama also planned to speak about serious
persisting problems at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, the White House said. The
agency has been under intense scrutiny for
more than a year over waitlists and other short-
comings in the VA health system. Last week, the
VA said it can’t count how many veterans died
while waiting to sign up for health care, and may

have to close some hospitals if Congress does
not address a $2.5 billion shortfall.

Thorough investigation
The military community has also been on

edge over the killing of four Marines and a sailor
last week in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Obama
has pledged a prompt and thorough investiga-
tion into an attack that authorities have blamed
on a 24-year-old Kuwait-born man. On Monday,
South Carolina Gov Nikki Haley said she author-
ized a review of security at National Guard instal-
lations and recruitment centers, and US military
officials have said security at recruitment centers
should be reviewed.

At “The Daily Show,” where Stewart’s tenure
ends Aug 6, Obama will likely face questions
about the nuclear deal he and world powers
struck with Iran, to the dismay of Israel’s govern-
ment, Republicans in Congress and even many
Democrats. The White House is mounting a mas-
sive outreach campaign to try to win over skep-
tics and avert a congressional attempt to scuttle
the deal, dispatching top officials daily to televi-
sion shows and Capitol Hill. 

The predatory lending rule, which the Obama
administration publicly proposed last year,
expands the categories of payday and short-
term loans subject to added protections under
the Military Lending Act. The White House said

in the past, lenders have exploited loopholes in
the regulations and targeted military members
with exorbitant interest rates. The revised ver-
sion will cover larger or longer-term payday
loans, plus title loans, installment loans and
credit cards, subjecting them to an interest rate
cap of 36 percent and other protections.

That expansion had faced criticism that it lim-
its troops’ access to financing options, but the
White House said military families will still have
plenty of options. The White House said it made
improvements to the proposal following public
comments, but wouldn’t name any when asked.

“The way I see it, when I drive the strip out-
side a military installation and count 20 fast-
cash lenders in less than 4 miles, that’s not a
convenience, that ’s a problem,” said Holly
Petraeus, the assistant director of the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau. Obama’s visit
comes five years to the day after he signed the
Dodd-Frank Act, the financial regulation over-
haul that created the CFPB. Republicans have
continued to work to repeal major portions of
the law, but Jeff Zients, the director of Obama’s
National Economic Council, said Obama intends
to veto any bills that undermine that law. After
taping “The Daily Show,” Obama planned to
raise money for Senate Democrats at a private
home in New York City before returning to
Washington. —AP 

Obama to face vets, Jon Stewart amid 

concerns over Iran, health and guns

Multiple ordeals keep nation on edge

Jailhouse death of black 

woman stirs suspicions

CHICAGO: The jailhouse death of a black
woman imprisoned after allegedly get-
ting combative during a traffic stop in
rural Texas has raised suspicions amid
heightened racial tensions in the United
States. Prosecutors said Monday they plan
to release a security camera video that
shows nobody entered or left the cell of
Sandra Bland, 28, before her body was
discovered in what authorities said was
an apparent suicide.

But,  with tensions inflamed in the
wake of a series of high-profile cases of
black men being killed by police in dis-
puted circumstances,  many people
wouldn’t trust any official account of the
incident. “It is right to resist simple expla-
nations for extraordinary events,” New
York Times columnist Charles Blow wrote.
“Indeed, because state violence echoes
through the African-American experience
in this country, it is even understandable
if black people might occasionally experi-
ence a sor t  of  ‘Phantom Lynching
Syndrome.’”

A video of Bland’s arrest-that shows
her pinned to the ground after being
pulled over for failing to signal a lane
change-helped fuel suspicions that some-
thing nefarious may have happened.
“Thank you for recording,” she says as
she’s led handcuffed into a cruiser. “For a
traff ic  s ignal-slammed me into the
ground and everything.”

#IfIDieInPoliceCustody 
The video was widely circulated on

social media last week and the hashtag
#IfIDieInPoliceCustody began trending on
Twitter as African Americans expressed
their concerns. “#IfIDieInPoliceCustody
know I did everything my mom taught
me about how to stay alive if arrested, but
it wasn’t enough,” wrote Malkia Cryil.

A woman identified as Keya D wrote:
“#IfIDieinPoliceCustody make sure my
baby girl continues to love her beautiful
black skin.” The success of the hashtag is a
“sad statement about how people feel

about those who are sworn to protect and
serve,” columnist Yesha Callahan wrote on
The Root. While Bland had struggled with
depression in the past, her family insists
that suicide was simply not in her charac-
ter.

They have reportedly requested an
independent autopsy because they did
not believe the local coroner’s conclusion
that her death was a suicide. “Based on
the Sandy I know, that’s unfathomable to
me,” her sister Sharon said at a press con-
ference. Bland was on her way to start a
new job at her alma mater, Prairie View
A&M University near Houston, when she
was pulled over on July 10 at 4:30 pm. 

She was found dead in her cell at 9:00
am on July 13, the Waller County Sheriff ’s
Office said. Bland was arrested for “assault
on a public servant” after becoming “argu-
mentative and uncooperative” during the
traff ic  stop,  according to the Texas
Department of Public Safety.

FBI to review evidence 
A preliminary investigation by the

department found the arresting officer
violated the department’s “courtesy poli-
c y ” and procedures regarding traff ic
stops. The Federal Bureau of Investigation
is monitoring the investigation. “Once the
local process takes its course, the FBI will
review all of the evidence to determine if
any federal criminal laws may have been
violated,” it said in a statement.

Bland was an activist in the Black Lives
Matter movement, which grew out of
protests sparked by the police shooting of
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri and
cases such as that of Freddie Gray, who
sustained a fatal  spinal  injur y in a
Baltimore police van. A video Bland post-
ed on her Facebook page about racism in
America was seen as telling by those who
mistrust the police. “We can’t help be
pissed off when we see a situation where
it ’s clear the black lives don’t matter,”
Bland said. “You can stand there, surren-
der to the cops and still be killed.” —AFP 

HEMPSTEAD: Brandi Holmes, of Houston, carries a sign as she protests in front of the
Waller County Sheriff’s Office and county jail on Monday. — AP  

Disavowed by GOP, Trump 

still has crowds cheering
CONCORD: The Republican establishment
may hope this is the beginning of the end
for Donald Trump’s circus-like run for the
presidency. But as the fallout intensifies
after the billionaire businessman mocked
Sen. John McCain’s war hero status, Trump’s
supporters are more excited than ever
about his chances.

“I love to see them jump all over him
‘cause they’re just giving him a clear road. I
love it!” said Trump supporter Frank
Candelieri, 89, from Merrimack, NH, of the
backlash his candidate faced in recent days.
Candelieri, a World War II vet who said he
won a Purple Heart fighting in the Battle of
the Bulge, said he wasn’t offended by
Trump’s comments.

On Saturday, the reality television star
dismissed McCain’s reputation as a war hero
because he was captured in Vietnam, saying
he liked “people who weren’t captured.”
McCain, the 2008 GOP presidential nomi-
nee, spent more than five years as a prison-
er of war, enduring torture and refusing
release ahead of fellow captives. The remark
sparked an avalanche of criticism that fol-
lowed Trump throughout the weekend and
into Monday as veterans groups and many
Republican officials defended McCain.

“Anybody who suggests that John and
his fellow POWs are somehow lacking and
can’t be called ‘American hero,’ you
shouldn’t be our commander-in-chief,”
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, a
Republican presidential contender himself,
said in New York Monday. The response
from different Republican corners high-
lights discord within the GOP as the party
grapples with a massive primary field.

Brash campaign 
Republican leaders and other 2016 can-

didates have been frustrated by Trump’s
brash campaign, which has often overshad-
owed their own in recent weeks. But many
Trump backers in early-voting states argue
the exchange is being overblown by the
media and his opponents, who fear his sud-
den rise in early polls. Even many non-
Trump supporters doubted the latest con-
troversy would hurt his appeal among a
slice of the electorate that is deeply frustrat-
ed with the Washington establishment and
finds his unvarnished persona refreshing.

“I think it’s going to improve his viability
to be honest with you,” argued Lou

Gargiulo, one of Trump’s county chairmen in
New Hampshire. “The more Mr. Trump is
being beaten on by people, obviously the
better his polling numbers are.” While
McCain may seem to some like an unusual
target, the Arizona senator is deeply unpop-
ular among many conservatives. Trump
supporters say McCain started the spat by
calling several thousand Trump supporters
who attended a recent anti-illegal immigra-
tion rally in Phoenix “crazies.” Trump late
Monday softened his tone, albeit slightly, in
an interview with Fox News: “Certainly if
there was a misunderstanding, I would
totally take that back,” he said before calling
on McCain to apologize to the Arizona vot-
ers he insulted.

Republican state Rep Steve Stepanek,
one of the first New Hampshire Republicans
to endorse Trump, said he continues to be a
strong supporter and echoed Trump’s asser-
tion that McCain has not done enough to
help veterans or fix the Department of
Veterans Affairs. “He’s a very influential per-
son in the Senate and this should have
been a top priority of his,” Stepanek said.

‘Tough for America’ 
In Iowa, Chris McAninch, 56 of Grimes,

said the McCain comments have not
changed his view of Trump as one of his top
choices. “I think he was fully in the right,”
McAninch said. “I want somebody who is
straight shooting and tough for America.”
Much of Trump’s appeal is based on his
brand as a political outsider and say-any-
thing style, and backers acknowledge that
what drives his appeal is sometimes going
to get him into trouble.

The Des Moines Register, the largest
newspaper in early-voting Iowa, published
an editorial Monday night calling on Trump
to drop out of the race. “Trump has proven
himself not only unfit to hold office, but
unfit to stand on the same stage as his
Republican opponents,” the Register said. In
South Carolina, Teresa Brown of Murrells
Inlet said Trump “could have worded it bet-
ter” when addressing McCain’s criticism. But
the 24-year-old graphic designer described
Trump as an inspirational figure who draws
conservatives and disaffected voters eager
for a candidate “who tells it like it is,” rather
than conventional politicians “who are
always too worried about offending peo-
ple.”—AP 

SACRAMENTO: Addressing his congregation on
the Eid Al-Fitr holiday celebrating the end of
Ramadan, Imam Mohamed Abdul-Azeez
implored worshipers to combat Muslim extrem-
ism in the aftermath of a shooting rampage that
killed five servicemen in Tennessee. The suspect,
a young Muslim who grew up in the
Chattanooga area, also died in the gunfight on
Thursday, the last day of Islam’s holy month of
fasting. It was the latest reminder to American
Muslims of the need to find ways to keep
teenagers and young adults from being drawn to
ideologies promoted by such groups as Islamic
State, the militants also known as ISIS who con-
trol part of Syria.  “When they talk about Syria,
when they talk about Tennessee ... what will they
say about the American Muslim community?”
Azeez asked the 2,000 congregants at the rented
hall in Sacramento, California, on Friday.

He went on to rail against extremists, whom
he said usurp the spirit of Allah for their own
purposes.  The FBI is investigating the
Chattanooga shooting as an act of terrorism,
though law enforcement officials said it was pre-
mature to speculate on the gunman’s motive.
Hours before the attack, the suspect,
Mohammod Youssuf Abdulazeez, had texted his
close friend a link to a long Islamic verse that
included the line: “Whosoever shows enmity to a
friend of Mine, then I have declared war against
him.” 

Vulnerable young minds 
Mainstream Muslim leaders around the world

are concerned about the radicalization of young
people, vulnerable to fiery rhetoric that fre-
quently distorts the religion’s true teaching.  In
Britain, a well-known cleric developed a 900-
page anti-extremism religious curriculum to be
taught in Muslim schools. About 700 Britons are
estimated to have traveled to Syria and Iraq,
many to join ISIS.

In the United States, imams and other leaders
regularly visit high schools and colleges, but
finding the right message and approach has
proved to be a delicate tightrope walk between
religion and politics. In Chicago, anti-extremist
activist Ahmed Rehab lectures at schools and
mosques, rebutting radical ideas point by point
with Islamic theology. He said militant groups at
best misread the Koran and at worst distort it
when they say that Islam condones their violent
behavior. “When we’re able to root our argu-
ments that are counter-extremist in the authen-
tic message of Islam, I think it’s more effective,”
Rehab said.

Yasir Qadhi, a professor at Rhodes College in
Memphis, Tennessee, and the Al Maghrib
Institute educational organization, also empha-
sizes religious teachings to show that Islam con-
demns terrorism. But he goes step further,
engaging his students in discussions of political
issues facing Muslims in the United States and

elsewhere, even though that can invite contro-
versy.  “Simple condemnations are not going to
get to the hearts and minds of these people,”
Qadhi said. It is important to acknowledge that
young people are attracted to groups like ISIS
because they are seen as standing up for
oppressed Muslims, he said. The cleric recog-
nizes that his listeners may feel angry about
Israeli-Palestinian relations or other flashpoint
issues.  He said he uses history and theology to
combat extremism.  It’s a stance that has earned
Qadhi death threats from ISIS as well as some
far-right Americans, with both sides saying he is
too sympathetic to the other.

Practical politics
In Sacramento, Muslim leaders educate

young people about broader social issues,
including poverty, access to healthcare and
racism, said Basim Elkarra, executive director of
the Sacramento Valley chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations. Through a leader-
ship program run in cooperation with the state
legislature, high school students learn about

political engagement, such as lobbying, drafting
legislation and what it’s like to serve as an elect-
ed official.

“It’s giving people an outlet,” Elkarra said, “giv-
ing them a voice and the tools to make a differ-
ence.” Sacramento Muslims have also set up a
hotline for people to call if they become anxious
or stressed, said Irfan Haq, president of the
Council of Sacramento Islamic Organizations.  A
key problem, several imams said, is that people
who become radicalized tend to stop coming to
their mosques, preferring instead the company
of militant recruiters and radical clerics.  In
Arizona, for example, leaders at the Islamic
Community Center of Phoenix knew Elton
Simpson, one of two men killed by police while
attempting an attack at an anti-Islam event near
Dallas in May. Simpson had argued with the
mosque’s imam over teachings he perceived as
too liberal. Then he disappeared. “It doesn’t
match with the ideology and they stop coming,”
said Usama Shami, chairman of the Islamic
Community Center of Phoenix. “And then you
don’t know what they are doing.” —Reuters 

Chattanooga stirs US Muslims’

concern about radicalization

CHATTANOOGA: Sophia Ensley and Barbie Branum embrace in front of a makeshift memorial
at the Navy Operational Support Center and Marine Corps Reserve Center for the victims of
the July 16 shootings. —AP 


