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SURUC: Two victims hold hands after an explosion in the town of Suruc in Sanliurfa. — AFP 

‘This is an attack that targeted Turkey’

Turkey identifies suspect in suicide attack

SURUC: Turkey said yesterday it had identified
a suspect over a devastating suicide bombing
on the border with Syria blamed on Islamic
State jihadists, as the government rushed to
bolster security on the porous frontier. Thirty-
two people were killed and more than 100
wounded on Monday when a bomb ripped
through a crowd of young socialist activists in
a mainly Kurdish region preparing to take aid
over the border into Syria.

The attack in Suruc was one of the dead-
liest in Turkey in recent years and the first time
the government has directly accused the IS
group of carrying out an act of terror on
Turkish soil. In harrowing scenes yesterday,
loved ones of the dead clutched the coffins of
the victims in a farewell ceremony in the near-
by city of Gaziantep ahead of their burial in
towns across Turkey.

“One suspect has been identified. All the
(suspect’s) links internationally and domesti-
cally are being investigated,” Prime Minister

Ahmet Davutoglu said in the regional centre
of Sanliurfa after visiting the wounded in hos-
pital. He added there was a “high probability”
the attack was caused by a suicide bomber
with connections to IS jihadists. “We expect
this investigation to be concluded as soon as
possible,” he said. Davutoglu said the death
toll had risen to 32 and that 29 injured victims
were still in hospital. “What is necessary will be
done against whomever responsible for (the
attack),” Davutoglu said. “This is an attack that
targeted Turkey.”

‘Reinforce border security’ 
The Hurriyet daily said Turkey’s intelligence

agency had previously warned the govern-
ment that seven IS members-three of them
women-had crossed into the country in recent
weeks with the aim of carrying out attacks.

Previous reports had suggested the
bomber was a woman but the DIHA news
agency said the person was a 20-year-old

Turkish man who had become involved with IS
two months ago. Davutoglu declined to give
any further details on the identity. The IS
group, which has claimed swathes of territory
in Syria and Iraq right up to the Turkish border,
has so far not claimed the Suruc bombing. But
Davutoglu said Turkey was taking steps to
improve border security, which has long been
criticized by its Western partners.

He said the cabinet would discuss today an
“action plan” on border security and the gov-
ernment will then take the “necessary meas-
ures”.   “Conflicts abroad should not be allowed
to spread to Turkey,” he said. Turkey has long
been accused by its Western partners of not
doing enough to halt the rise of IS and even
colluding with the group, allegations it vehe-
mently denies.

So far, Turkey has not played a full role in
the US-led coalition against IS and been wary
of backing the jihadists’ Kurdish opponents,
saying the priority is the ousting of Syrian

President Bashar Al-Assad.  But Davutoglu said
the government had “never had any direct or
indirect connection with any terrorist organi-
zation”. Ankara has in the last weeks appeared
to take a harder line against the IS group,
rounding up dozens of suspected members in
Istanbul and other cities.

‘Spillover into Turkey’ 
Nihat Ali Ozcan, security expert at Ankara-

based TEPAV think-tank, said the Suruc attack
showed the confrontation between IS and
Kurdish groups within Syria was “spilling over
to Turkish soil”.  “The attack could trigger ideo-
logical, ethnic and political fault lines in
Turkey,” he told AFP. The activists from the
Federation of Socialist Youth Associations
(SGDF) had arrived in Suruc to take part in a
rebuilding mission for Kobane, which Kurdish
forces had retaken from IS earlier this year.

Pictures posted on social media showed
the toys they had planned to take over for the

children of Kobane. Just before the attack,
they had been photographed seated at tables
having breakfast. The identities of 30 of the
victims have now been confirmed by the
authorities. Hundreds of pro-Kurdish activists
took to the streets of Turkish cities on Monday
night to protest against the attacks and gov-
ernment policy on Syria, with police in
Istanbul using water cannon to disperse the
rally.

The leader of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) Selahattin Demirtas
called on people to join an international rally
against “IS barbarism” in Istanbul at the week-
end. The governor of the region of Sanliurfa
where Suruc is located announced that public
rallies had been banned as a security precau-
tion although the ruling was later reversed.
Dozens of people were killed in October in
nationwide protests across Turkey against the
government’s perceived lack of support for
Kurds battling IS jihadists.—AFP 

ADEN: Two UN aid ships docked in Yemen’s dev-
astated port city of Aden yesterday bringing
desperately needed relief supplies after four
months of fierce fighting between rebels and
loyalist fighters. The humanitarian aid arrived as
forces loyal to exiled President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi pressed on with operations to
tighten their control over the southern city. 

“This is the first boat carrying the UN flag to
dock in Aden since the war began” in late March,
provincial Governor Nayef Al-Bakri told reporters
at the port before a second vessel also docked.
Transport Minister Badr Basalmeh said the two
consignments sent by the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) amounted to 7,000 tons of food and phar-
maceutical aid.

The UN’s World Food Programme ( WFP),
which chartered the ships, had tried repeatedly
in past weeks to deliver aid to the port city but
failed because of security concerns. Vessels sent
by the UAE managed to reach Aden in May but
not under the UN flag. A humanitarian ceasefire
declared by the United Nations earlier this
month failed to take hold. The WFP had
described the truce as the “final hope” to deliver
desperately needed aid.

The WFP had delivered aid ahead of the truce

to the rebel-controlled Hodeida port in western
Yemen, but the insurgents did not allow an aid
convoy to travel to Aden. The United Nations
had warned then that the impoverished country
was just “one step away from famine.” More than
21.1 million people-over 80 percent of Yemen’s
population-need aid, with 13 million facing food
shortages.

The United Nations says the conflict has killed
more than 3,640 people, around half of them
civilians, since late March. Over the past week,
forces loyal to Hadi have recaptured most of
Aden from Huthi Shiite rebels and their allies.
The loyalist advances were backed by warplanes
from a Saudi-led Arab coalition that mounted a
bombing campaign against the rebels late
March. Transport Minister Badr Basalmeh told
journalists Monday that a UAE technical team
had arrived to repair the control tower and pas-
senger terminal at Aden international airport,
heavily damaged in clashes before rebel forces
were driven out

Bomb near Shiite mosque 
Yesterday, the UAE said without elaborating

than an officer in its armed forces was killed in
coalition operations, the third Emirati killed in

the conflict. The coalition has never acknowl-
edged putting boots on the ground in Yemen,
but loyalists have been reinforced in Aden by
forces trained by the coalition.

On Friday, exiled Prime Minister Khaled
Bahah declared the city to be liberated,
although rebels pockets have fought on in some
districts. Rebel bombardment on Sunday killed
57 civilians in the Dar Saad neighborhood of
northern Aden, according to local health chief
Al-Khader Laswar.

The rebels have overrun much of the Sunni-
majority country, aided by their allies among
forces loyal to ousted president Ali Abdullah
Saleh. In rebel-controlled Sanaa, a car bombing
near a Shiite mosque Monday claimed by the
Islamic State group killed four people, the Shiite
rebels said.

The Sunni extremists of IS have carried out a
string of deadly attacks against Shiite targets in
Yemen since March. The Houthis, who overran
Sanaa last September, also lost 11 fighters in
other attacks in the capital Monday night,
medics and witnesses said. Six were killed in a
shooting at a checkpoint near the central bank
and five more in a car bombing against a police
station. — AFP 

First UN aid ships in 4 
months dock in Aden

ADEN: Fighters loyal to exiled President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, stand next to a
destroyed rocket-launcher belonging to Houthi rebels, following clashes. — AFP  


